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Fall Message to Our 
Affiliate Organizations

Kevin Corwin
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Hello Fellow Bluebirders!

First off, I want to give a shout out and big Thank You to 
the folks at Bluebirds Across Nebraska for agreeing to 

host the NABS 2020 conference in conjunction with their 
own meeting in Kearney the week of March 11 – 15. This 
will be the third time BAN has hosted us, and those of you 
who have attended previous Springtime conferences at 
Kearney know what a fantastic experience it is to see the 
waterfowl migration that passes through there. Those of 
you who haven’t had that experience, here’s your chance!

We have been talking with the folks who manage NestWatch 
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, seeking ways to enable 
bluebird organizations to participate in NestWatch by 
providing them our nesting data with a minimum of effort. 
NestWatch currently accepts information four different 
ways, and there’s a fair chance that one of those ways might 
work well for your organization. Don’t be put off by the 
thought that you would have to abandon your current in-
house reporting system, NestWatch can accept an annual 
download from your system if you are collecting the kind of 
information they need (several Affiliates are already doing 
this). If you’re the slightest bit interested don’t hesitate to 
contact your NABS Rep for more information. There is no 
obligation, and the potential for increasing and improving 
the quantity and quality of information in their continent-
wide database is tremendous.

Administrative reminder: Please check your listing in this 
edition of the journal to ensure it’s still correct. Send any 
changes to your NABS Rep. Thanks!

Thank you for all you do for our little blue friends.
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From the President
Bernie Daniel

In the Northern Hemisphere autumn starts on 
September 23rd this year—probably about the 
time you read this fall issue of Bluebird! Of the 

four annual issues, this one always seems to me to 
be the bookend for the nesting season. The spring 
issue is characterized by hope and anticipation at the 
start of a new nesting season. But spring dissolves 
into summer when it is “pedal to the metal” time 
on the trail and we are immersed in all the work of 
managing a trail as the breeding season is in full 
swing. The winter issues are all about facing the cold, 
recharging our batteries, and thinking about all the 
things we might try next year if spring ever comes. 
But fall is the season when we count up the numbers 
of chicks fledged and close down the trail for the year. 
The last act of the bluebirder in the fall is to winterize 
the nestboxes. Please do so if you have not already 
done it. Some freezing bluebirds may be glad that you 
did.

I would like to expound a bit on a topic that I have 
been reporting on over the last two years: the issue of 
population trends of our three bluebird species. You 
will recall I presented our readers with several articles 
on this topic starting in the summer 2018 issue of 
Bluebird. I do want to walk a fine line on this topic and 
to strike a balance between keeping our members, 
and the public, informed about what is happening 
but at the same time I want to avoid discouraging 
our membership. We need to keep up the great 
work on our trails—we are doing an enormous 
amount of good and all native cavity-nesting birds 
would be much worse off if not for our efforts. Still, 
it is troubling to see some of the current trends for 
bluebird populations.
 
Since I have a lot more information assembled at 
present on the Eastern Bluebird (EABL), I’ll use that 
species to make my points. In previous articles in 
Bluebird, I mentioned that most of the data from 
continental-scale monitoring programs show that 
EABL are not responding as well to our efforts to help 
them as they did in previous decades. When I became 
aware of this about two years ago I was at first 
stunned then baffled. How did this situation creep up 
on us?
 
Well, after looking back at BBS data from previous 
decades at least I think I can answer why we were 
taken by surprise. It is because the change from 

“doing rather well” to “not so good” occurred rather 
abruptly. Until relatively recently the only real source 
of continental information on most bird populations 
came from the North American Breeding Bird Survey 
(BBS). The BBS started in 1966 and so this season, 
2019, was the 53rd year of the survey—over a half-
century of monitoring wild birds! Due to the way the 
BBS is designed massive amounts of data are collected 
each season. For example, the BBS collects over 
100,000 point observations just on EABL every single 
year. Because of this massive amount of data the 
BBS publishes a full-scale analysis on the population 
trends every decade. There is too much information 
to do complete summaries every year as BBS has a 
rather small staff. 
 
With this in mind, I decided to go the BBS archives to 
look at the EABL population trends for past decades. 
That information is in the table below. When I did so 
it was more apparent just what has been going on. 
The table shows the population trends for the EABL 
by each decade from 1966 (the start of the survey) 
to 2015 (the last year that BBS has published results 
for). The first decade of the BBS (1966–1975) showed 
the EABL population increasing by about 0.5% per 
year. But that growth rate tripled the next decade 
(1975–1985) to approximately 1.5% per year. Then 
it increased even more the following decade (1985–
1995) when the EABL population growth rate more 
than doubled again to nearly 4% per year rate of gain! 
At this point, it was obvious that EABL reproduction 
was doing very well indeed and we felt very good 
about the progress we were making. In the next 
decade (i.e., 1995–2005) the population growth rate 
had dropped back to about 2% per year, which was 
about half that of the previous period. While this was 
clearly down from the previous decade, a 2% per year 
gain is still a very solid population growth rate and it 
did not particularly seem like a red flag at the time.

The shock came when the summary for the latest 
decade (2005–2015) was reported showing a dramatic 
decline in the EABL population growth rate—that is 
down to 0.15% per year (see the table). Such a weak 
growth rate is essentially equivalent to no growth at 
all in the population.
 
So we really were essentially “blindsided.” With the 
benefit of hindsight, we can see that each decade since 
1985 we have observed a decline of about 2% per year 
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for the previous decade. Our challenge now is to find 
out why this has happened and then see what we 
might do to turn it around. As part of this effort I have 
sent a query to the head biologist at the BBS to see if 
they might have some thoughts at these trends for 
the EABL. I will inform you if I receive some of their 
thoughts on the matter.
 
Of course, there is likely more than one reason for 
the apparent slowdown in EABL population growth. 
One factor might simply be the number of bluebirders 
and the number nestboxes available. At present, we 
have no idea if the number of individuals offering 
nestboxes for bluebirds has changed (increased or 
decreased) over the years since the 1980s and 1990s 
when EABL numbers were increasing strongly. For 
more perspective I recommend looking again at “The 
Population Health of Bluebirders” article by Glen 
Hvenegaard et al. that appeared in the summer 2019 
issue of Bluebird. It would be wonderful to know 
how the number of bluebirders and/or the number 
of nestboxes is changing across the EABL range over 
time. If any of our members have an idea of how we 
might compute that information I would love to hear 
from you. This is not a scientific statement but I do 
think I am seeing fewer nestboxes in my area than in 
past decades. I know I am seeing fewer EABL in the 
area and on my nestbox trail. What about you?
 
On another topic, NABS typically receives over 200 
inquiries each breeding season from individuals 
having problems and needing help while trying to 
provide nestboxes to bluebirds. Perhaps these calls 
can give us an insight into the trail management 
practices of individuals who are not members 
of NABS. The number of requests for help from 
bluebirders has gone up dramatically since we 
opened the NABS Facebook page. To see two, three, 
or more Facebook questions and/or several phone 
calls to the Hotline on a single day is not unusual—
not even a little bit. A large percentage of the 
Facebook queries are answered by NABS Secretary 

Kathy Kremnitzer. It is quite a responsibility. I dealt 
with most of the phone calls this season. 

Two things are so obvious about these calls for help 
from bluebirders. First, almost none of those seeking 
help are members of NABS nor are they members 
in one of the NABS Affiliate organizations. Second, 
a very large percentage of the problems reported 
are from well-meaning individuals who set out 
their nestboxes “wrong.” One of the most common 
problems is losing the eggs or the chicks due to a poor 
or even improper nestbox mounting or placement. 
Often we find out that the box was nailed to a tree or 
fence post, or mounted on a pole with no predator 
guards. Other common problems are a nestbox 
mounted in House Wren habitat or the failure to 
recognize the need to deal with House Sparrows.
 
Thus, many of these calls describe the loss of a clutch 
of bluebird eggs or chicks due to mostly avoidable 
factors. Every time one of these nests fails it is the 
loss of one important breeding attempt by a pair 
of bluebirds. Now imagine that for every call we 
get on the Hotline or Facebook that there are 100 
individuals (or more?) doing things the same way 
and who are having the same problems but who do 
not call the hotline. When you think of it this way you 
realize the potential harm to EABL and other native 
cavity-nesting species that might be occurring by the 
misguided actions of well-meaning, but ill-informed, 
bluebirders. It would be wonderful if we knew of 
a way to educate more of these individuals. Any 
suggestions out there?
 
As you learned from the summer issue, NABS has 
met with the Cornell NestWatch staff in June and are 
hoping that many of you decided to try reporting 
your nestbox trail results to the Cornell NestWatch 
program this year. If we can get enough bluebird 
breeding data to NestWatch they can provide us a 
better picture of how successful we have been each 
season. Having all the nestbox data in one place is 
much better than having the data collected piecemeal 
with different bluebirding organizations collecting the 
data using their own format. If we all used NestWatch 
we might start getting some understanding why the 
growth of bluebird populations is slowing and also 
whether we are having specific problems in one part 
of the range versus another or one state compared 
to another. Having such information might provide 
us with clues as to factors that are influencing our 
success or lack thereof. Likewise, if we know what is 
going wrong we have a chance at least to address it.
 

EABL Population Trends by Decade
North American Breeding Bird Survey

Survey 
Decade

Percent Change 
per Year

95% Confidence 
Interval

1966 – 1975 0.48 −0.45 to 1.35
1975 – 1985 1.53 0.87 to 2.18
1985 – 1995 3.71 3.11 to 4.33
1995 – 2005 1.97 1.45 to 2.41
2005 – 2015 0.11 −0.48 to 0.67
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This season we had several calls from bluebirders 
in the upper Midwest (specifically Minnesota and 
Wisconsin) who reported that the entire clutch of 
nestlings appeared unharmed and sleeping but were 
actually dead. Reaching out to some of our Affiliates 
in those regions it was concluded that the likely 
cause of death in these cases was black files (aka 
buffalo gnats). These small biting flies have become 
a serious issue for cavity-nesting birds including 
bluebirds in many parts of the upper Midwest and 
probably Canada too. These flies spend their larval 
cycle attached to rocks in clean running water and 
then emerge in mid-spring in nasty biting swarms. 
The female black fly requires a blood meal to produce 
eggs and they usually get it from cutting the skin 
of mammals (mostly species like beavers, raccoons, 
deer, moose, etc.) and then lapping up the blood. 
The flies are attracted to a nestbox via the carbon 
dioxide from the bird’s breath. If a swarm zeros in on 
a nest of chicks they will be doomed in short order. 
Bluebirders in these parts of the EABL range have 
worked out ways to combat the black flies but it is not 
a simple task. Common mosquito repellants which 
contain N-DEET are typically not very effective on 
black flies. Fortunately, however, the smell of vanilla 
and some essential oils do seem to be effective as a 
deterrent for these flies. Alternatively, some insect 
repellants, based on lemon eucalyptus oil, have been 
shown to be effective at repelling black flies. Also, the 
Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin has 
developed a procedure based on spraying the poultry 
insecticide, Permethrin-10, on the nestbox, nest, and 
chicks that has been proven to be an effective method 
for defeating black flies. Since wild mammals, the 
usual blood source for black flies, are typically brown 
or black in coloration, the flies are attracted to dark 
colors. The Michigan Bluebird Society recommends 
painting the nestbox white in areas where black flies 
can be a problem. A bonus is that the white coloration 
also keeps the nestbox cooler. NABS is considering 
the development of a new Fact Sheet that would 
summarize the ways to deal with black flies and other 
invertebrates that can cause issues on the nestbox trail 
(e.g., ants, blow flies, mites, wasps, etc.). Would any 
of you members like to help on the development of 
such a fact sheet?
 
As we conclude another breeding season, keep in 
mind that if NABS is to continue to help bluebirds 
we need members who will share a little of their 
time to help NABS with the many tasks at hand. All 
NABS members are eligible to stand for election to 
the Board of Directors and also to serve on any of 
the NABS committees. If you have skills in database 

management or the use of programs for word 
processing, spreadsheet, or graphics (e.g., Microsoft 
Office suite) there are many ways you could use those 
skills and a bit of your time to help NABS. If you 
are a regular Facebook user and also an experienced 
bluebird would you consider helping us answer 
some of the many questions about bluebirds and 
bluebirding that NABS gets each season? Please think 
about it. 
 
On the topic of Fact Sheets. From time to time we 
hear from NABS members or also from members 
of Affiliate organizations that the advice and 
recommendations given in our NABS Fact Sheets 
are biased toward individuals working with Eastern 
Bluebirds in the eastern part of the USA. So it is 
possible that the NABS Fact Sheets might not be as 
useful to bluebirders working with Mountain or 
Western Bluebirds or even to individuals working 
with Eastern Bluebirds in places like Texas or 
Manitoba. If any of you find this to be the case 
please take the time to inform us of these problems/
shortcomings as they will not be addressed if we are 
unaware of them. Again, we would appreciate any 
help we can get from the membership to improve our 
Fact Sheets.

Thanks for voting! 
On behalf of the entire NABS Board and Officers, 
thank you to everyone who took the time to send in 
your ballot for the 2019 Director’s election. A bit less 
than 10% of those eligible voted. I realize our elections 
have a perfunctory element to them which might 
discourage some from sending the ballot back. The 
preordained aspect of our elections is unfortunate 
but a reality these days due to the difficulty in 
finding individuals willing and able to donate 
some of their time to doing the things necessary to 
keep organizations like NABS in compliance and 
operating. In addition, I know all of our members 
would probably continue to put out nestboxes and 
monitor their trails just like they do now even if 
NABS were to someday go away. The true value of 
NABS and other bluebirding organizations, like all of 
our Affiliates, is that they provide a channel for public 
awareness to the plight of our native cavity-nesting 
birds and hopefully a means to reach out and recruit 
new individuals to our task. I know all of us in NABS 
are proud to do our part in making it possible for 
our native cavity-nesting bird species to survive and 
hopefully thrive into the future. So again thank you 
for voting—it means a lot to those of us on the NABS 
Board. 
				    -- Bernie
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

“Anyone who thinks fallen leaves are dead has never 
watched them dancing on a windy day.” – Shira Tamir

I hope you’ll enjoy the fall weather and this Fall issue 
of Bluebird. My thanks to Jim Semelroth (California 
Bluebird Recovery Program) and all of the writers 
and photographers who contributed material to 
this issue, and to the sponsors, advertisers, and 
Affiliates. As always, my thanks to you, the members 
of NABS, for your hard work and dedication to the 
conservation of bluebirds and other native cavity 
nesters.

Please send any letters, photos, articles, or ideas to 
me at NABSeditor@gmail.com or 5405 Villa View 
Dr., Farmington, NM 87402.

Letters to Bluebird
I just wanted to say that Bernie Daniel’s message 
in this spring’s NABS journal was right on about 
the toll on Eastern Bluebirds that overwintered. 
Here in Central Illinois (near Peoria) we had −21°F 
two days with 50 mph winds. I went around in late 
February and early March to check my 125 boxes to 
make sure they were ready for nesting and found 
36 dead. I had a box of 6, 5, 4, 3, 3, 2 and the rest 
were singles. At that point I sent out some emails 
to people I know and had another 20 reported. 
One lady said it was just like a kick in the stomach 
when she opened her box and found 11 dead. I’m 
guessing that my final count will be down about 
half from last year.

Herb Unkrich
VP East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
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Nesting History Brought to Life: Nest Quest Go!
Becca Rodomsky-Bish

On this seemingly ordinary nest record 
card (below) exists a fascinating story. 
The obvious story is about a Prothonotary 

Warbler in Calhoun County, Michigan, who built 
a nest in a maple stub that fledged four young in 
late June, 1939. What you might not notice on first 
glance is the observer who submitted this card, L. H. 
Walkinshaw. It turns out that L. H. Walkinshaw was 
a passionate citizen scientist who contributed this 
card, and thousands of others, to the North American 
Nest Record Card Program at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. 

The North American Nest Record Card Program 
ran from the 1960s to the early 2000s. Some earlier 
records, like this one, were submitted from people 
who had been doing citizen science for decades before 
it became a thing. In total, there are more than 300,000 
nest record cards from this program at the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology—more than 62,0000 of these 
records contain bluebird data. This vital data has 
been awaiting an opportunity to see the light of day, 
to have the hidden nesting accounts revealed. That 
day has arrived with the help of a new online people-
powered research tool called Zooniverse (https://
www.zooniverse.org/organizations/brbcornell/nest-
quest-go). 

NestWatch (https://nestwatch.org/), a citizen-science 
project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, is using 
Zooniverse to host digital files of each of our nest 
record cards online. They are soliciting the help 

of online volunteers in transcribing the invaluable 
data captured on each card. This collection amasses 
to roughly the same amount of the data currently 
available in the NestWatch database, thus potentially 
doubling the size of our nest record data with the 
completion of Nest Quest Go! With the addition of 
the nest record card data to NestWatch, we hope to be 
able to provide researchers with a more robust dataset 
to understand the historical changes of nesting birds 
in North America. 

Nesting birds have encountered numerous challenges 
over the last century. What may be influencing 
nest survival? Which species seem to be adapting 
and which ones seem to be struggling? What do 
different localities tell us about nesting bird success? 
The questions to be explored from this dataset are 
endless. Making the data available from this large 
crowdsourcing program is a step in a very important 
direction of helping to understand nesting birds and 
provide conservation recommendations to improve 
their nesting success rates.

The process to participate in this project is easy! 
Anyone can participate who has access to a 
computer or smartphone. In Zooniverse, volunteers 
are transcribing these cards using simple, often 
smartphone-friendly, questions to quickly transcribe 
the data on the cards. To become a volunteer, log in 
to Zooniverse and create an account. All active Nest 
Quest Go! projects will be displayed on our Nest 
Quest Go! organization page. There will be hundreds 
of projects available for people to participate in over 
the next several years. We launched our first project, 
Nest Quest Go: Warblers in July 2019. Look for new 

Prothonotary Warbler nest record card from Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology archives. Photo by Becca Rodomsky-Bish

Archivist working on the nest record cards before the 
days of smartphones and personal computers. 
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projects in the coming months including bluebirds, 
chickadees, hummingbirds, and many more. Each 
species, or group of species, have varying numbers of 
nest cards available. 

If you have a favorite bird or group of birds that 
you would be interested in transcribing, sign up to 
receive our monthly eNews or join our Facebook 
Nest Quest Go! Group (follow the links 
on the Zooniverse website). New projects 
will be announced, statistics regarding 
existing or completed projects will be 
shared, and important news about this 
massive endeavor will be communicated 
through these channels. Each nest record 
tells a story, often multiple stories, and 
we encourage our participants to explore 
and share those they discover. In the 
transcription process, you may discover 
your own mystery to investigate.

Returning to the Prothonotary Warbler card 
(pictured on the facing page), recorded 
by L. H. Walkinshaw in 1939, Zooniverse 
volunteer Tim B.—himself an avid bird 
lover and citizen scientist—became 
interested in L. H. Walkinshaw’s story. 
After some digging, he discovered this 
person was Larry Walkinshaw, a long-time 
citizen scientist who contributed thousands 
of nest record cards between 1916 and 
1984. Larry Walkinshaw also contributed 
to several other bird collections, such as 
the Smithsonian, by submitting photos, 
maps of nesting locations, papers on bird 
observations, and banding information to 
notable ornithological programs.

Tim B. found a biography on the life of Larry 
Walkinshaw, On the Wings of Cranes, by Lowell M. 
Schake, Larry’s son-in-law. It is the story of a dentist 
who was a passionate ornithologist in his spare time 
while contributing vast amounts of data for citizen 
science. A part of his life story is folded into the Nest 
Record Card history now entrusted to the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology. As we work to share the stories of all 
the birds whose lives are captured in our collection, 
we also learn a bit about the people who loved and 
conserved them.

Join the Nest Quest Go! (https://www.zooniverse.org/
organizations/brbcornell/nest-quest-go) adventure. 
Participate by transcribing historical nesting data 
in Zooniverse so scientists can better understand 
the lives of birds. Maybe you’ll make a surprising 
discovery of your own in the process.

Special thanks to NABS for their generous support of 
the Nest Quest Go! Project. 

Becca Rodomsky-Bish is the Nest Quest Go! Project Leader 
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

Mountain Bluebird feeding nestlings in machinery nest.
Photo by Kevin Corwin

Project page in Zooniverse. Photo credit: Nest Quest Go! in Zooniverse

Nest Quest Go! on Facebook.
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NEST ID   -   EABL
Neat, cup shaped, woven nest typically 100% 
fine grass or pine needles. Fairly deep, often 
cylindrical nest cup, usually 3–4 inches deep with 
the cup portion 2.5 inches in diameter and 2.25 
inches deep. Nest may include some horsehair or 
feathers.
			   — www.sialis.org/nests.htm

Nest building is performed almost exclusively 
by the female Eastern Bluebird. The male 
is the chief encourager/coach for his mate 

on the nest construction project. He warbles softly 
to her while she gathers and weaves her nesting 
materials. Bluebird nests are neatly constructed and 
are usually rather homogeneous in composition; the 
discriminating female selects dry fine grasses, pine 
needles (Pinus strobus), or coarse grasses/straw (if 
only that is available). In her own style the female is 
quite particular and finicky in choosing all the same 
type of material for the nest. The female Eastern 
Bluebird is a first-class artisan and her nest will be 
a work of art. In the avian songbird world, she is 
considered a master craftsman at nest building. To 
form the hollow cup in the nest, the female will sit 
inside the nest and flutter her wings pressing her 
breast up against the sides. This action is called 
“moulding.”

Typically in early spring, nest building can take 5 or 6 
days for completion depending on the weather. Later 
in the summer, a Bluebird nest can be completed in 
just a day or two. As the second half of the brood 
season approaches (June and July), Mrs. Blue senses 
some urgency and she ramps up her work schedule to 
complete her nest in record time. She may even take 
a shorter break or less downtime between nestings #1 
and 2. 

First-year mothers are just that—they are novices 
at nest building. They are “hard wired” on how 
to perform the task but they have never actually 
accomplished it. If you have ever tried to remove 
one of these first-year nests to inspect it or take a 
photo, even with the help of a supporting 4-inch-
wide putty knife, you know what I mean!! Total 
disaster as the nest unravels and you panic. The 
nest is weaved loosely and it just crumbles! This is, 

ugh was, a first-year nest!! She will refine her skills 
with each successive nest build and become a real 
professional by year 2 or 3. Now her nests seem like 
they are woven tighter and almost glued together 
holding their shape perfectly. Since I am using more 
nest cups, I have far fewer of these panic episodes at 
moving first-year nests!

Many female Eastern Bluebirds have an artistic flair 
in decorating their nests. Often you will see two or 
three blue pin-feathers woven into their nests. When 
I see a nest that has been tastefully accented, I just 
smile. This spring I found a nest on Weaver Road, 
Lancaster, that I called the “Patriotic Nest,” complete 
with red, white, and blue plastic fibers. A long white 
fiber coiled in the bottom of the nest and red and blue 
shorter segments in the walls of the nest. Really, you 
can’t make this stuff up!! (See photo below.)

At Susquehannock State Park a couple of years 
ago I took a photo of an Eastern Bluebird nest with 
six eggs. Upon closer inspection I saw a grayish 
fiber spun around the inside walls of the nest 75 or 
more times. This park has several Amish “tie-rails” 
for horses near the volleyball and softball fields. 
Horsehair was used in the nest construction by this 
ingenious female Blue. (See photo on facing page, 
upper left.) 

Eastern Bluebird Nest Artists
Dean C. Rust
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Look for Eastern Bluebird nests with the cup oriented 
toward the back of the nestbox. A grass or pine 
needle platform landing is in the front of the nest. 
This allows the male or female to enter the box and 
stand on the platform to feed chicks or take away 
fecal sacs. Just another innovation some female Blues 
build into their nests! They even think about floor 
plan! Otherwise the bluebird parents have to tip-toe 
around the brim of the nest or stand on the chicks 
each time they enter and leave the box!! This cup 
orientation is an early clue that the nest is indeed a 
bluebird nest and not a Tree Swallow.

The “picnic basket nest.” 
At Lancaster Country Club 
I have female bluebirds 
who choose straw for their 
nests. They use long straw 
pieces in the four corners 
of the nest rising up to 
almost the roof. The first 
time I saw this type nest 
I did not think it was a 
bluebird nest! Upon closer 
observation, yes, bluebirds 
were using the nest and 
blue eggs soon appeared. It 
truly looked like a “picnic 
basket.” (See photo at left.)

The “fuzzy white cloud nest.” This nest was 
identified recently at the Hershey Country Club Golf 
Course Bluebird Trail. (See photo above right.) 

In 2012 I had a nest at the Lancaster Country Club 
that was built entirely of red maple tree blossoms/

stems (Acer rubrum). It was a sparse smallish nest but 
homogeneous in building material. This is the only 
nest I have ever seen of this type and I would put it 
in the category of weed stems or rootlets for bluebird 
nests. (See photo below.)

Finally, with nest building the female will choose 
very fine grasses to line the floor of the cup where the 
eggs will be laid. Even when a coarse grass or hay is 
used for the main part of the nest, a fine grass liner is 
used for the “finishing touch.” You would want a soft 
seat, too, if you were going to sit 24 hours a day for 16 
days straight in one spot incubating eggs!

With every successful bluebird nesting there is a 
“Happy–Sad” day awaiting on the horizon …………. 
the day of FLEDGING !! This is the day when the 
beautiful cup-shaped nest has served its purpose 
and the nestlings magically turn into fledglings. The 
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young juveniles fly away and the flattened nest is 
quiet.                 It is both Happy and Sad. 

There is one last thing to do. Clean out the nest and 
get one last thrill of another successful bluebird 
nesting. Hold the nest downwind and shake it 
gently. When you see a white powder like dandruff 
sifting through the air … you know that this nesting 
produced bluebirds!! It is called “Bluebird Dust” and 
it is an accumulation thousands of dead epithelial 

skin cells produced when the pin feathers form on the 
nestlings. 

EXPERIENCE THE JOY THAT ONLY A BLUEBIRD 
CAN BRING.

Dr. Dean C. Rust is president of the Bluebird Society of 
Pennsylvania. This article originally appeared in their 
newsletter; it is reprinted here with permission.

Photo Gallery

A male Mountain Bluebird is surely one 
of the most photogenic birds around. 
This photo was taken a few winters ago in 
northern California by K Schneider. Reprinted 
here under a Creative Commons license. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zonotrichia/

A woodpecker excavated this opening in a tree 
in the Superior National Forest of Minnesota. 
Must’ve been some good grubs in there! 
Photo by Courtney Celley of USFWS.

This Eastern Bluebird fledgling is fresh out of the bird 
bath. Photo taken in Flower Mound, Texas, by Shiva Shenoy, 
and reprinted here under a Creative Commons license. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/shivashenoy/
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Acorn Woodpecker Granary
Lee Pauser

Over the years I’ve had Acorn Woodpeckers use 
my bluebird nestboxes as a granary by storing 

acorns in the box without having the ability to 
retrieve them given the size of the box’s entry hole. 
However, there is a new record for the number of 
acorns stored in a nestbox—in this case it is a Barn 
Owl nestbox. As the photo below shows, the acorns 
are piled from a thin layer in the box’s entry to an 
estimated depth of 10 inches at the back of the box. 
Given the dimensions of the box, I estimate there 
coud be 1000 cubic inches of acorns. Unfortunately, I 
wasn’t able to find a cubic inch to number of acorns 
calculator.

I wanted to answer the question of how many acorns 
could be in the box, and a friend told me where I 
could easily pick up coast live oak acorns (there are 
three varieties of oak trees at or near the Barn Owl 
box site—coast live oak, blue oak, and valley oak.

1.	 I filled a ½-gallon container with 445 acorns
2.	 I calculated that the space inside the ½-gallon 

container is 109 cubic inches
3.	 That meant that 4.08 (small) acorns per cubic 

inch and 1000 cubic inches can contain 4080 
acorns.

I think Acorn Woodpeckers from all over the county 
have heard of this new granary and have contributed. 
Acorns are even jammed into the drain holes on the 
bottom of the box. Note the obvious holes bored 
through the end of the box, although there are more 
elsewhere. After seeing this, I decided to put a hole 
reducer on the box to keep Barn Owls out, and resign 
myself to allowing the Acorn Woodpeckers to use it 
as a granary. The fact that the box is hard to get to 
helped me arrive at this decision.

This article originally appeared in Bluebirds Fly! the 
newsletter of the California Bluebird Recovery Program. It 
is reprinted here with permission.

Lots to Like on Facebook!
Great friends, great photos, great videos, and great information are all waiting for you 
on the NABS Facebook page. Stay connected with NABS members and other bluebird 
enthusiasts at www.facebook.com/NorthAmericanBluebirdSociety
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A Specimen of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker 
(Campephilus principalis) Purportedly from Michigan

Leon Schreffler, Jane Schreffler, and Benjamin E. Leese

The Ivory-billed Woodpecker (Campephilus 
principalis) was among the largest woodpeckers 
in the world. Now widely believed to be 

extinct, it had lived throughout the American 
Southeast, ranging as far west as Texas and Oklahoma 
and as far north as the Ohio River Valley and perhaps 
southeastern Pennsylvania (Leese 2006a, 2011, 2016a, 
2016b). These records include bones from Native 
American middens as well as historical notes in the 
writings of early settlers. No specimens of the species 
except for leg bones were previously known from this 
very northern part of its historical distribution (Hahn 
1963, Jackson 2006).

While more than 350 skins of the species exist 
in museums, making it much more common in 
collections than some other extinct species, every 
specimen is potentially important in revealing 
what little might still be known about this species. 
Advances in genetic and other technology make each 
specimen a possible treasure trove of information to 
scientists. Specimens may also represent new ways to 
appreciate and study the morphology of the species 
(Capainolo et al 2007). Unreported specimens of the 
Ivory-billed Woodpecker, and other extinct species, 
are still turning up in museums around the world. 

The North Museum of Nature and Science in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, contains within its collection 
one such specimen of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. 
The specimen is a fine male mounted on an upright 
piece of wood. Although the North Museum 
responded to Hahn’s questionnaire for his famous 
index of extinct and endangered species (1963), this 
specimen is not listed in that index for unknown 
reasons. The specimen was accessioned into the 
collection of the North Museum (then known as the 
Linnean Society of Lancaster) in 1916 from Jacob S. 
Peacock (Anonymous 1916). Peacock was a Lancaster 
steel magnate, and it is unclear from historical 
records how he came to possess the specimen from 
A.C. Kepler, who outlived him, although it seems 
likely that Peacock received it as a gift from Kepler. 
Kepler also donated materials to the museum 
directly (Eastern Synod 1904), including an Imperial 
Woodpecker (Campephilus imperialis). 
The specimen’s collection site, as listed on the tag 

data, shows it to be perhaps the most northern record 
of the species:

Ivory-billed Woodpecker
Shot by A.C. Kepler at Turtle Lake near 
Indian River, Northern Peninsula, Michigan, 
Nov. 13, 1885.
Mounted by A. H. Wood, Taxidermist,
Painted Post, NY

The site of the Michigan record is difficult to locate 
because there are multiple Turtle Lakes in the Upper 
Peninsula. The most likely candidate is Turtle Lake 
in Munising Township within Hiawatha National 
Forest, which is just west of the Indian River Canoe 
Trail. The Turtle Lake in Newton Township is 
possible also, although farther away from the related 
Indian River. Kepler’s memoir specifies that the hunt 
was “on” Indian River, making the town of Indian 
River in the northern part of the Lower Peninsula an 
unlikely candidate for the geographical reference.

While the exact details of its accession are in question, 
this specimen and its provenance are remarkable. 
The previous northernmost record of the Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker is a historical observation of a female by 
Gerard Hopkins on 26 March 1804 near Piqua, Ohio 
(Leese 2011). The archaeological claim for Milan, 
Illinois, as the northernmost site is weak because it 
is based on a bill (Parmalee 1964), which most likely 
arrived at the site as a trade item (Leese 2006b). The 
Michigan record is approximately 400 miles farther 
north than the record from Piqua, Ohio.

Tag data can sometimes be switched between 
specimens or otherwise incorrect, and additional 
evidence can lend credibility to tag data which may 
seem unusual. In this case, A.C. Kepler’s journal 
provides more substantiation of its provenance. 
Kepler was a rather famous hardware store mogul 
and hunter from Lancaster, and his memoirs are in 
the collection of LancasterHistory.org (formerly the 
Lancaster County Historical Society). Unfortunately, 
Kepler’s journal does not mention the ivory-bill 
directly, but his memoir (Kepler ca. 1921) does put 
him in the Upper Peninsula during the right time 
frame:



13www.nabluebirdsociety.org   Fall 2019 | Bluebird

In 1885 I had a big hunt with Mr. Lyman on 
Indian River, N. Michigan, where we killed a 
great many deer, trapped a goodly number of 
beaver and other fur-bearing animals.

The North Museum holds a Common Raven (Corvus 
corax) from northern Michigan collected in November 
1885, which is apparently from the same trip in which 
the ivory-bill was collected. 

While one wishes that Kepler had emphasized the 
significance of the ivory-billed specimen in his journal 
at the time, Kepler seems more concerned in his 
memoirs with game species. In the rest of his memoirs 
he does not offer much comment on ornithological 
or other specimens that he collected; he was a hunter 
first and foremost. 

While data switching can never be excluded, it seems 
unlikely that Kepler would have confused an ivory-
bill with the similar Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus 
pileatus), given his pedigree as an outdoorsman. There 
are two pileateds in the North Museum that were 
donated by, and presumably collected by, Kepler—
one from the Lancaster area and one that lacks data. 
It is possible that the unlabeled pileated once had 
the ivory-bill data and the ivory-bill lacked data, but 
because the accession of the specimen from Peacock 
was clearly an ivory-bill, there is less chance that tag-
switching occurred (Anonymous 1916). Furthermore, 
the two pileateds were donated directly by Kepler, 
and the ivory-bill came through Peacock, again 
making data switching less likely. There is no reason 

that the catalog record regarding the collection of an 
ivory-bill could refer to any other specimen in the 
North’s collection.

In addition to data on the tag and in the memoir, 
the validity of the record is also supported by the 
expertise of the taxidermist who mounted it. A.H. 
Wood wrote a brief note to the scientific journal 
Ornithologist and Oölogist regarding the presence of 
the Black-backed Woodpecker (Picoides arcticus) in the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan (Wood 1884), showing 
his direct knowledge of the area in which Kepler 
collected his ivory-bill. One would hope that Wood 
would have written to Ornithologist and Oölogist 
about the remarkable ivory-bill record, but he does 
not seem to have written extensive correspondence to 
the journal (which ended publication in 1893).

Records for species far from their usual range are not 
unusual, whether because of expanding distribution, 
movements because of food supply, or weather. 
While it is impossible to know for sure how an ivory-
bill ended up in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, the 
weather during the fall of 1885 should be a leading 
candidate. Three tropical storms, including two with 
hurricane status, made landfall in the United States 
between 21 September and 11 October 1885 (NOAA 
2018). The last of those storms, Number 8 for the 
year, was a tropical storm that moved straight up the 
eastern seaboard in the middle of October. Kepler’s 
ivory-bill was purportedly killed in Michigan only a 
month later, and it is not hard to imagine three weeks 
of storms moving an ivory-bill that far north.

While only snippets of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker’s 
natural history remain to be learned, its presence 
north of its conventionally expected range shows a 
species that was more adaptable than often believed 
(Snyder 2007). If the species was dependent on old-
growth southern forests, it at least made use of other 
habitats from time to time. 

Some doubts about this specimen certainly remain, 
and one may only wish that more notes from Kepler 
or Wood had made their way to us. However, a 
documented specimen in a well-curated museum is 
very strong evidence, and there seems to be relatively 
little chance that tag switching occurred in this case. 
Kepler’s journal placing him in Michigan at the 
correct time, the knowledge of the taxidermist, and 
the weather pattern that fall all support the legitimacy 
of the tag data for this specimen. Albeit tentatively, 
Michigan can now claim the most northerly record 
of the species, and the state bird record committee 

The Michigan Ivory-billed Woodpecker. 
Photo by Benjamin Leese.
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should consider adding the species to the state list, at 
least on the hypothetical/historical list.
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Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you no longer need, NABS would like to receive it as 
a tax-deductible charitable donation.

To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will have your 
vehicle, boat, RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it will be evaluated by 
experts. A determination will be made regarding what should be done to 
maximize its selling price, thereby resulting in significantly higher value 
than it might otherwise generate so you will receive the maximum 
tax benefit allowable by U.S. law. For tax purposes you, the donor, 
will receive a formal Certificate of Donation complying with all 
State and Federal requirements for authenticating your donation to 
NABS, an IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and other native 
cavity nesters! T
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Bluebird Season 2019
Sandra White

This narrative describes the nesting season for 
one of my nestboxes, housing what I believe is 
the same Eastern Bluebird pair from last season. 

March 17: 1 egg; March 18: 2 eggs; March 19: 3 eggs; 
March 20: 4 eggs; March 21: 5 eggs.

April 3 – four nestlings and one egg hatching (13 
days incubated)

April 13 – nestlings 10 days old
All was going well until today. I went out to give 

some mealworms and noticed that the mama bluebird 
was not around when I tapped the mealworm bowl 
with a fork to signal dinner time. By late afternoon I 
knew something had happened to her. In a span of 
12 hours we had had a violent thunderstorm, I saw a 
hawk on the nearby oak tree, and I had run off a stray 
cat. Did one of those things get her? I will never know 
but I do know I was heartbroken and, embarrassed to 
say, I cried several times that day. I went to Sialis.org 
to see what to do. I knew the Bluebird Lady (that’s 
what I call her) would have the answers. 

April 14 – 11 days old 
Luckily, I had just received a fresh shipment of 

mealworms; I started giving them every 30 minutes. I 
bought calcium carbonate and crickets today. I could 
hear Daddy singing over and over when he was not 
feeding the nestlings. I did a nest check at 11:30 am 
and all looked ok and appeared to be sleeping.

At noon a new female approached the nestbox. 
She was much smaller than the missing mama. She 
looked in and immediately left. A short time later she 
showed up near the mealworm bowl and watched as 
Daddy continued to feed mealworms to the nestlings. 
Daddy will not feed the crickets for some reason. 
Early afternoon the female came back and looked in 
the nestbox twice. The second time as she peered in, 
she fanned out her tail feathers like a lobster while 
Daddy was on top of the nestbox. I don’t know what 
this means but I’m hoping and praying it means she 
loves her new stepchildren. 

Daddy has been very diligent with feeding the 
nestlings. I see him now take as many worms as 
he can get in his mouth to the nestbox. I started to 
wonder how many mealworms are being dropped in 
the nest and not eaten so I greased the bottom of the 
pole with Vaseline so ants cannot climb up. I have not 
seen any but better safe than sorry. 

I’ve continued to feed dusted mealworms every 

30 minutes. Now I’m starting to worry that too many 
mealworms are not good for the nestlings, but I 
don’t know what else to do since I don’t think Daddy 
will be able to keep up with the feedings. He’s been 
working hard all day with feeding, removing fecal 
sacs, and courting the female.

6:27 pm – I see the female again. She is a lot 
smaller than the mama bird was. I start calling 
her Little Female. She got on top of the nestbox 
and Daddy seemed to be shooing her away as he 
continued to feed. I don’t know why she won’t jump 
in and help out…Daddy and I are tired. It’s been a 
long day of giving mealworms.

7:30 pm – Daddy gives his last feeding. I hope he 
gets a good night’s rest. It all starts again tomorrow. 

April 15 – 12 days old
I’m awake at 4:30 and can’t go back to sleep 

thinking about the nestlings, the poor mama, and the 
hard-working daddy. I hope nothing happens to him 
or it’s all over for the nestlings. I get up and wait for 
daylight. 

6:37 am – First sign of Daddy at the nestbox. 
I get busy dusting crickets and mealworms. I see 
Little Female near the nestbox. She seems to have no 
interest whatsoever in helping feed the nestlings. 

6:53 am – I see Daddy removing a fecal sac. Little 
Female is still following him around. Daddy has 
been hunting for food and I have been giving dusted 
mealworms. The owner of Wild Birds Unlimited tells 
me that too many mealworms are not good, which 
I already know, but nestlings not getting fed is bad 
too, in my opinion. I’m going to cut back on the 
mealworms and see if Daddy can keep up. What to 
do…what to do! 

3:00 pm – I suddenly have the thought that I had 
put out the crickets with the mealworms so maybe 
that is why Daddy wouldn’t feed the crickets. Now 
since holding back the mealworms and offering only 
the crickets, Daddy is feeding them to the nestlings. I 
feel as happy as if I’d won the lottery. I guess I will be 
making a trip this afternoon for more crickets. 

Daddy seems to like the live crickets better. Maybe 
this is my solution for too many mealworms. 

I don’t check the nestbox today since they are 12 
days old. Plus, truthfully, I’m scared to look in.

5:30 pm – Little Female is following Daddy 
around this afternoon. She gets on the nestbox with 
him and flaps her wings and watches him feed the 
nestlings. Bought 100 live crickets today. I’m only 
giving Daddy crickets to feed, and I see him taking 
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several at a time to the nestbox. I’m feeling a little 
more confident now that maybe I can help fledge all 
or at least some of the nestlings. 

7:15 pm – Last feeding for me and Daddy. I’m 
pooped and I know he is too.

I’ve figured out a few helpful things with the 
cricket feedings. I have two cricket containers—one 
medium and one small. I use a piece of egg crate to 
lift a few crickets out of the medium container into the 
small one, then put the small container in the freezer 
for about 10 minutes. That’s just about time enough 
for them to stop moving but not be dead. I take them 
out and dump them onto a plastic cutting board. I cut 
off both barbed legs and add them into glass bowls. 
I dump the legless crickets into a small kitchen sifter 
and dust with the calcium carbonate over a bowl so I 
can reuse the powder. The crickets will be alive when 
they warm up, but they won’t be able to jump out of 
the mealworm bowl with no back legs.

April 16 – 13 days old
Temperature unusually cold this morning at 40°. I 

was up early cutting off cricket legs for Daddy to feed 
the nestlings. 

6:50 am – No sign of Daddy. I go out to the 
mealworm feeder and clang the bowl with my fork. 

6:55 am – I go out and clang the bowl again. I’m 
starting to get worried but about a minute later he 
shows up with Little Female in tow. Now my worry 
turns to anger as she is distracting him from his 
job and what’s turned into my job too. I fill up the 
bowl with dusted back–legless crickets and he starts 
feeding the nestlings. Immediately after feeding he 
leaves with Little Female.

I picked up 200 crickets today. I supplemented 
mostly crickets today and occasionally mealworms. 

This morning I was feeling very discouraged with 
Daddy. I see what looks like another male bluebird 
chasing Little Female and Daddy chasing after both. 
There was a lot of squawking. Daddy is obviously 
preoccupied, and I’m concerned for the nestlings. A 
little while later I see Little Female is back and on top 
of the nestbox with Daddy; they are flapping their 
wings at each other. 

This afternoon Daddy seems to be in sight more, 
maybe because Little Female is around and seems 
to be following him. She is still not helping feed the 
nestlings, just watching and stuffing herself with 
mealworms. I am mad at her and then feel stupid for 
being mad at a bird. 

I watch Daddy through the binoculars and see 
that his white feathers on one side are roughed up. I 
wonder if he has been in a fight with the male I saw 
this morning while defending his territory and Little 
Female.

A couple of times today when Daddy was away 
I went near the nestbox to see if I could hear the 
nestlings begging for food. No sound at all from the 
nestbox. I wonder if they are okay, getting enough 
to eat, if they are developing normally, if they are 
getting too much calcium, if any have died, and about 
a hundred other thoughts. Dear Lord, please don’t let 
all this work and worry be in vain. 

7:20 pm – Last feeding and I see Daddy fly off for 
the night.

April 17 – 14 days old
6:24 am – I am up and have four batches of at 

least 15 crickets ready to go. I have been noticing 
that Daddy picks up three crickets per round to the 
nestbox. I assume all three crickets go in one mouth 
since he’s so quick there doesn’t seem enough time 
that he could be feeding one cricket to each nestling. 

6:42 am – First sight of Daddy. He’s early this 
morning. He’s sitting on the mealworm feeder pole 
like always. I go out with my batch of crickets and 
he watches me. When I get almost within reaching 
distance, I say good morning and he moves one 
branch up. 

I watch him fly to the nestbox four times with 
three crickets each trip. He downs some crickets 
himself, so I go inside and get another batch of 15. 
He makes a total of eight trips to the nestbox with 
crickets and during exit he removes fecal sacs. He 
only left two crickets in the bowl of about 30. Does 
that mean all five nestlings are alive? I want to 
look but I’m scared of something going wrong like 
premature fledging. 

I see Little Female with Daddy whenever he 
first arrives. I hurriedly put out some mealworms 
since I know she likes them, and I want her to stick 
around today. I see Daddy at the worms with one in 
his mouth and whistling. I figure he’s trying to lure 
her so he can feed her the mealworm. She looked in 
the nestbox again today and flew away with Daddy 
during one of the fecal sac removals. She needs to get 
her lazy butt back here and help out.

7:30 am – Little Female and Daddy eating 
mealworms. I wonder if it’s the mealworms or 
Daddy’s charm that’s keeping her around.

8:58 am – I have not seen Daddy in over an hour. 
I go out to the mealworm feeder and clang the bowl. 
He’s probably off with Little Female. I don’t like 
to clang too much as the cardinals and robins have 
learned the sound too. At 9:11 Daddy shows. He 
seems distracted sitting on the limb above the crickets 
waving one wing. I’m sure Little Female is involved. 
Yep, I see her and to my amazement they fly off 
together as if Daddy doesn’t have mouths to feed. I 
start clanging the bowl for him to come back. 
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9:22 am – Still no sign of Daddy but I now see 
another female on top of the nestbox, much more 
plump than Little Female. She stays about a minute 
then flies off. There is an open field that butts up to 
our backyard, and I see three or four bluebirds flying 
around chasing each other. I am sure one of them 
is Daddy. I am mad at Daddy for not being more 
attentive to the nestlings.

9:40 am – Daddy finally shows up as I am 
standing behind the nestbox. He doesn’t dive at me. 
I had been listening to see if I heard the nestlings 
making any noise or begging for food. I stood there 
for a few minutes and didn’t hear a peep. Daddy is 
at the mealworm feeder and I back away from the 
nestbox. He flies over to the nestbox, stands on top, 
then flies back over to the mealworm feeder, eats two 
mealworms himself and then flies off with one in 
his mouth. I guess I should assume that he knows if 
the nestlings need food or not. It’s either that or the 
females have him distracted. 

9:45 am – Daddy is back with the new female. I’m 
calling her Plump Female. She is rounder than Little 
Female and looks similar in size to missing Mama. It 
looks as if he calls her over to the mealworm feeder 
and then starts feeding the nestlings while she stuffs 
herself with mealworms. 

10:25 am – Daddy feeding nestlings crickets. No 
sign of Plump or Little Female. After feeding he’s 
gone again.

11:00 am – Daddy feeding nestlings, then leaves 
again. I don’t see him taking fecal sacs but maybe 
he does and I missed it. It happens so fast and it’s 
hard to watch every second. I chant in my head, you 
can’t fix everything, as my Bluebird Lady has said at 
the end of her long list of how to help widows and 

widowers. 
12:00 pm – Daddy feeding. I see a female but 

can’t tell without the binoculars if it’s Plump or Little 
Female.

1:00 pm – Daddy comes about once an hour to 
feed nestlings, then leaves. No guarding of the nest 
for him. I am though, and I wonder if he’s smart 
enough to know that. I have not seen Little or Plump 
Female this afternoon.

4:41 pm – Daddy goes to the nestbox four times 
with food. I only see him remove one fecal sac. I don’t 
see Little or Plump Female. 

4:48 pm – Daddy removes another fecal sac. 
Maybe at least two are alive of the five. I’m hopeful 
for more. It could be that he is feeding more and 
removing fecal sacs when I’m not looking.

Feeding occurring every hour. Last feeding was 
around 7:15 pm.

April 18 – 15 days old
6:46 am – Daddy lands on top of the nestbox then 

flies over to the mealworm feeder waiting for me. I 
take him 20 dusted crickets. He has brought Plump 
Female with him and she is sitting on the box. She 
looks in the hole just like Little Female. Daddy does 
three trips to the nestbox and one fecal sac removal. 
Daddy leaves and Plump Female leaves with him. I 
look to see how many crickets remain and it looks like 
about half are left. 

6:56 am – Daddy is back, gets a cricket and some 
other insect off the ground and flies away…must be 
for Plump Female. Geez! Here we go again.

7:00 am – He’s back with the same food in his 
mouth. I guess he couldn’t find her. He takes the 
food to the nestbox and then flies off. I go out to the 
mealworm bowl and clang it to remind him he has 
babies that need feeding. No luck. I stand quietly 
behind the nestbox to listen for any noise from the 
nestlings. I hear nothing. I sniff around the back to see 
if there is any smell coming from the box. Nothing. 
This is good, I think. I look through the binoculars 
from a distance and I don’t see any movement in the 
nestbox. I make more legless crickets for next feeding.

7:18 am – Daddy is back, feeding and removing 
fecal sacs. 

9:30 am – I take another look in the nestbox hole 
with the binoculars and I see some wings flapping 
inside. Daddy seems to be around more this morning. 
I wonder if it is because Plump Female is staying 
nearby. 

3:00 pm - Busy afternoon and no time to monitor. 
I ran out of crickets. The mealworms I had ordered 
and received yesterday were all dead when I took 
the box out of the refrigerator. At noon, I run to Petco 
for 200 crickets at 34 bucks. Run back home and add 

Plump Female
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to freezer, clip back legs, dust and hurry to put out. 
Then a trip to Wild Birds Unlimited for mealworms: 
2,000 mealworms at 35 bucks. I usually mail order 
but no time for that now. When it’s all said and done 
these nestlings are going to bust me.

I put out only crickets this afternoon. Plump 
Female has been around all day and Daddy has too. 
She continues to enjoy crickets that I put out for the 
nestlings.

5:21 pm – I look through the binoculars and can 
see one nestling has what appears to be something 
white stuck to the side of its face…. could it be a 
fecal sac? I don’t have an extra nest and, even if I did 
how do you do a nest change at 15 days old? I feel so 
discouraged now. 

6:52 pm – I finally see Daddy take out one fecal 
sac. It appears that he is not feeding as much per visit 
now. Is he just feeding the stronger ones? Maybe he 
knows the others won’t make it or already didn’t. I 
have my second crying session since Mama died. I 
say to myself that tomorrow I will only put out food 
every hour and not monitor. Mentally I can’t take it.

7:20 pm – Daddy makes three visits to the nestbox 
with food. I see no fecal sac removed. He seems to be 
depending on me and waits near the mealworm bowl 
for me. I can walk right up on him and he doesn’t 
move far from me. We look each other in the eye, and 
I talk to him like he’s a person. I tell him to lay off the 
females and worry about the nestlings, that there will 
be plenty of time later for them.

April 19 – 16 days old
6:36 am – Daddy here. I say good morning jerk. I 

can’t help but feel angry at him for not being around 
more. I’ve tried hard to help out and maybe he has 
too, and I just expect too much. I take out 10 crickets. 
He downs a few and takes one to the nestbox. It’s still 
not completely light but no fecal removals that I can 
see. 

7:00 am – Daddy feeds at least three more times 
and I see at least three fecal sac removals. Plump 
Female is here and on top of the nestbox. She looks in 
the hole and looks like she is giving food or making a 
pecking gesture toward the nestlings.

9:11 am – I’ve seen Plump Female at the box 
several times sticking her head in the box. By the time 
I can grab the binoculars she leaves. It looks like she’s 
trying to peck at them. Not viciously though. I can 
still see at least two heads moving in the nestbox. 

Daddy & Plump Female must be a couple now. 
She’s hanging around all the time and not leaving. 
She looks older than Little Female and maybe more 
experienced. Maybe she knows the nestbox will soon 
be empty. I see her standing on the nestbox as Daddy 
takes food to the nestlings. She tries to take the food 

from him, but he doesn’t let her. I am proud of him. I 
think I have had every emotion possible toward him 
this week.

10:00 am – Raining. Severe Category 4 storm 
today. First time in three years for the Raleigh area. 70 
mph+ winds & tornados. The main line is supposed 
to push through late afternoon. Thank goodness any 
nestlings still alive are in the nestbox. 

11:21 am – A short break from the rain. Daddy 
could feed the nestlings, but he does not. I can 
hear him calling in a whistle-like tone. I see Plump 
Female. Could he be trying to call the nestlings out 
or is he communicating with Plump Female? With 
this storm coming, now is not the time for fledging. 
I tell Daddy to get over there and feed the babies. A 
short time later he does feed, but only once. There is 
a male Summer Tanager at the mealworm feeder. I 
hate shooing him off and normally love seeing them 
because they are such pretty birds.

11:30 am – Raining again. At least the nestlings got 
a few bites to tide them over.

12:00 pm – Break in the rain. Daddy feeds. No 
fecal sac removal. 

12:45 pm – Daddy feeds one time. No fecal sac 
removal.

1:15 pm – Break in the rain. I provide crickets 
and Plump Female eats all of them. I make more and 
Daddy makes three rounds to the nestbox. I see one 
fecal sac removal. 

2:30 pm – Daddy has kept me hopping with the 
crickets. He feeds like crazy the last hour. I check my 
mobile weather app and see the rain is going to start 
again soon. He must know the bad weather is upon 
us. Huge main rain band will hit later. Luckily we are 
having breaks in between for feedings.

3:39 pm – Daddy still in a feeding frenzy. I’ve 
been supplying endless crickets for him to feed. 
Plump Female has had her share.

5:30 pm – Have not had time to make notes since 
I’ve been supplying crickets and Daddy is still going 
to feed more than normal. I don’t see him remove any 
fecal sacs but I could have missed it. He stops feeding 
about 15 minutes before the storm band moves in. 

6:30 pm – Storm is over and Daddy picks back up 
with feedings until 7:10 pm. 

April 20 – 17 days old
6:00 am – Will today be the day? In past years 

it has usually been day 18 when nestlings fledge. 
The conditions in that nestbox must be bad. I know 
there must be poop everywhere and I suspect dead 
or half-dead nestlings too. This is my first experience 
with this situation, so I have no idea what to expect. 
Last year for the first time I had on the third set eggs 
that did not hatch and a few years ago I saw a hawk 
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pluck the mama bird right off the nestbox. She was 
incubating five eggs. Those for sure were upsetting, 
but no comparison to this. 

7:18 pm – Busy all day today with feedings and 
monitoring. No time to make notes today so below is 
all from memory. 

6:45 am – Daddy shows up with Plump Female. I 
have batches of crickets ready and I take some out to 
the mealworm bowl. Plump Female is looking in the 
hole and watching Daddy feed. All of a sudden, for 
the first time I see her enter the nestbox and not come 
out. I am frantic with worry. I picture her pecking 
at the nestlings and trying to kill them. I can’t stand 
it any more so I go outside and clap my hands near 
the box. She exits. A few minutes later this happens 
again and I repeat my hand clapping to get her to 
come out. I don’t know what to do. I ask Randy, my 
husband, and he says, “Email your bluebird lady.” I 
say, “I don’t have time for a response plus it’s Easter 
weekend.” After the third time of Plump Female 
entering and staying inside a long time, I decide to 
take my chances with looking in the nestbox. We go 
out together. I take a CD case to cover the hole. I tell 
him to peep in while I cover the hole. I’m too scared 
to look in and see them dead. He takes a quick look 
in and says he just sees eyes looking at him. We’re 
both so nervous with cracking the door that we close 
the door and back off. He says he couldn’t tell if they 
were alive or not or how many he saw. We go back 
inside. 

Now that it’s lighter, I can see through the 
binoculars that Plump Female is taking pine straw 
into the nestbox. I’m frantic again thinking that the 
nestlings are half dead and she’s covering them up 
building her nest. Randy and I go back out. I take my 
phone in case there’s an opportunity to take a picture 
to view later if they are alive. This time, he is the hole 
coverer and I gently crack open the door. I can see 
two of the nestlings looking at me and other same-
sized birds with heads hunkered down. I can see they 
look alive and that Plump Female has not killed them. 
I didn’t expect to see that many alive. I’m proud of 
Daddy again. I quickly snap a picture and close the 
door. 

When I get back inside, I examine the picture. I 
think I see all five nestlings and they look in good 
health to me, but I’ve never seen a nestling that old 
in the box. I go to Sialis.org and pull up the growth 
chart. I compare my 17-day-old nestlings to the day 
17 picture on the website. They look very similar 
to me. I am so very relieved! It looks like one of the 
nestlings has white calcium powder on its beak. 
Maybe that’s what I saw and not poop the other day. 
I see too in the picture that Plump Female is adding 
new pine straw around the edges of the old nest. 

She obviously is ready for the nestlings to get out. I 
think on what if anything I should do. I wonder what 
my bluebird lady would do. I watch closely and see 
Daddy continues to feed and remove fecal sacs. He 
must have removed more than I realized this last 
week because the nest didn’t look too bad, although 
I couldn’t see under the nestlings. What must those 
poor babies think of this strange female building 
around them? 

After watching Daddy continue to feed, I think 
the best thing to do is nothing but watch. All morning 
and afternoon I continue to have crickets available. 
It’s a constant battle guarding the crickets and 
occasional mealworm. Daddy waits for me at the 
mealworm feeder. I take them out and guard the 
crickets about 20 feet back while he makes rounds 
to and from the nestbox. While he’s at the nestbox if 
another bird tries to grab the crickets, I run up and 
shoo it away. Then I back up as Daddy comes back 
from the nestbox for another round. I do this every 
hour all day long not to mention all the leg cutting of 
the crickets. My feet and back are killing me.

I saw this morning the nestlings open their mouth 
when Plump Female goes in the nestbox. They must 
think she is going to feed them. Daddy and Plump 
Female seem to develop a system in the afternoon: 
Daddy feeds the nestlings first then Plump Female 
enters the nest with pine straw. 

I hope I am doing the right thing by doing 
nothing. I can’t imagine how much pine straw must 
be in there now. Surely they will fledge tomorrow. 
I heard Daddy trying to call them out all day. First, 
he would whistle; then, when they wouldn’t come 
out, he would take food to them. I was so busy today 
with feedings that I have no clue if any fledged. I may 
look in the nestbox again tomorrow if they have not 

Five (?) nestlings on April 20
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fledged by mid-afternoon.
Overcast this evening and Daddy makes his last 

feeding early at 6:50 pm. 

April 21 – 18 days old
6:15 am – Happy Easter! I pray that today is 

fledging day. I have the whole family coming for 
dinner at 4 pm and the kitchen is currently set up 
like a cricket farm. I’ll have to plan ahead and have 
multiple feedings available so I’m not cutting cricket 
legs while Randy is cutting the ham. 

6:41 am – I provide two batches of crickets. 
Daddy lets Plump Female eat before taking any to the 
nestlings. Figures! 

6:47 am – I see Daddy sitting on a limb near the 
nestbox. No sign of Plump Female now. 

7:22 am – Another round of feeding the nestlings. 
Plump Female continues to bring in pine straw. I saw 
a nestling sticking its head out of the hole.

8:42 am – I don’t see Daddy or Plump Female. 
Some crickets are still in the bowl. I wonder if any 
nestlings fledged while I’ve been in the kitchen 
cooking.

9:16 am – I don’t see Daddy or Plump Female 
around as much. I’m pretty sure some have fledged. 
Days past I have been able to watch more closely but 
today there are things to do.

10:00 am – I go outside to see what’s going on and 
it’s eerily calm with Daddy nowhere in sight. Before I 
go in, I see Plump Female bringing in more materials 
for the nest. I wonder what’s going on in the box. I 
might have to look later.

10:40 am – I take a break from the kitchen again 
and I see a nestling hanging half out. Daddy feeds 
and leaves. 

2:53 pm – I take out crickets and as I’m nearing 
the mealworm bowl, Daddy divebombs me. I back off 
and look up in the tree to see a nestling has fledged. 
What a beautiful sight. There is another nestling with 
its head sticking out of the hole. Plump Female tries 
to enter with pine straw and the poor thing has its 
mouth wide open. 

3:30 pm – Daddy has not been to the nestbox in 
over an hour. I only have 30 minutes before everyone 
is here, so I decide to check the nestbox. There are still 
three nestlings in the box. I snap a quick picture and 
back off.

4:30 pm – This is the ending to a perfect story. 
We are eating Easter dinner and four of us are at 
the breakfast room nook. I am watching the nestbox 
while talking and eating and see another nestling 
half hanging out. We’re all watching the nestling and 
right as if on cue it fledges. We all start clapping. The 
fledgling flies over the woody area near the nestbox 
and clings to a tree. It was truly amazing. We are still 

at the table not long after and see another one at the 
hole. We all watch and witness another one fledging 
and clap again. This one made it to the woody area 
but then took a dive down. Hopefully he/she made it 
ok from there. 

6:30 pm – Everyone has just left, and I have not 
noticed Daddy at the nestbox any time that I have 
looked out the window in the last two hours. I check 
the box and it’s empty! Plump Female has built a 
new nest on top of the old one. I can’t describe what 
a joyous moment for me. It has been an Easter I will 
remember forever.

April 22
I continue to offer crickets occasionally today and 

Daddy comes and gets them. I’ve seen Plump Female 
at the mealworm bowl only twice. With her nest 
complete, she must be hanging with Daddy. My plan 
is to do this for at least the next few days then back to 
my normal morning and afternoon mealworm treat. 
Daddy has moved the fledglings from the woody 
area behind the house closer to the woody area by the 
mealworm feeder. Smart Daddy! I hope to see some 
or all the fledglings at the mealworm feeder with 
Daddy in a couple of weeks.

After the wonderful outcome of this, I think I was 
too hard on Daddy and Plump Female. Daddy rose 
to the occasion and I was happy to assist him along 
the way. I love bluebirds with all my heart, but I truly 
don’t think I could do this again. There was so much 
time involved, not to mention I was stressed out the 
whole week. I am mentally and physically worn out 
and have experienced every emotion possible this 
last week. I might consider it again if it were only for 
a few days or if it were the last set during breeding 
season. I hope not to have to make the decision again 
anytime soon. 

Post-script – Plump Female went on to lay five 
eggs in her new nest. I took part of the bottom out 
of the old nest. Out of the five nestlings that fledged 
from the original nest, four survived.

Daddy and his four fledglings
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Large mealworms now available!
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Bluebirds Everywhere
“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird images 
and the word “bluebird” itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see 
what bluebirds you can find!

If you’re ever in need of a cab in the New 
Rochelle, New York area, Leslie Brill of 
the NABS Affiliate Bronx River-Sound 
Shore Audubon has found a solution: Blue 
Bird Taxi. Why roll to the airport in a 
boring canary yellow taxi when you could 
go in a cool blue one?

Bet Zimmerman Smith (NABS 
Board member and creator 
of the Sialis.org website) 
noticed a drink called the 
Blue Bird on the menu at a 
fancy restaurant in Thompson, 
Connecticut. Curiously, none 
of the ingredients is blue, but 
the finished drink is this lovely 
aquamarine. Bet reports that it 
was very strong.

Laura Claggett, president of the Bella Vista Bluebird Society (a NABS 
Affiliate), writes, “The Bluebird Shed (https://www.thebluebirdshed.
com/) is a locally owned and operated haven for wild bird lovers in 
Bella Vista, Arkansas. The owner is a licensed bird bander who often 
gives talks about birds. The store has a large selection of high-quality 
merchandise, including seed, suet, feeders of all sizes & shapes, books, 
bird baths, and beautiful home goods and gift items; it is our society’s 
outlet for nestboxes, hats, and t-shirts. Overall, an impressive addition 
to Bella Vista, and an asset to the Bella Vista Bluebird Society.”

NABS member Ken Smith found this 
can from England in a Cracker Barrel 
Restaurant. As he points out, bluebird aren’t 
found in England. Rather, the bird looks to 
be a Tree Swallow. Our thanks to Ken for 
submitting this photo, and for monitoring a 
bluebird trail on a Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, 
golf course for 30 years!

If you fancy one of these 
REC RJM Bluebird watches, 
you’d better hurry: it’s a 
limited-edition of only 334. 
On the other hand, at $1,295, 
the waiting line might not be 
too long.  Part of the reason 
for the high price: each watch 
includes metal cut from a 
crashed WWII Spitfire fighter 
plane. The blue face honors 
the Royal Air Force and its 
blue uniforms. Learn more at 
www.recwatches.com
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I need your help. I’m putting together an article for 
a future issue of Bluebird on the topic of cavity-nest 

predators. If you have ever witnessed a predator 
taking eggs, nestlings, or an adult out of a nest cavity, 
or if you didn’t witness it but you have positive proof 
of the predator’s identification, I’d like to hear about 
it. Specifically, I’d like to know about:

•	 the predator (raccoon, snake, etc.)
•	 the victim (Eastern Bluebird, Tree Swallow, etc.)
•	 the cavity location: nestbox, fencepost, tree, etc.
•	 the habitat (open rural, coniferous forest, etc.)
•	  the state or province where this occurred

I’m specifically interested in predation, in other 
words, one animal killing another in order to eat it. 
As tragic as it is when House Sparrows or House 
Wrens kill or displace bluebirds from a nestbox, I’m 
not interested in collecting information about those 
events for this project.

I’d like to limit this to predation events that occurred 
since about the year 2000.

I have some interesting findings already but I need 
more data!

Please send any 
observations to: 
NABSeditor@gmail.com 

or drop me a line at:
5405 Villa View Dr.
Farmington, NM 87402

Thank you very much!

Wanted: Nestbox Predators
Scott W. Gillihan

BluesNews

New Duck Stamp Now Available
The US Fish & Wildlife Service’s Duck Stamp program is an exceptional 
conservation success story. In its 85-year history, the program has raised 
over $1 billion to purchase wetlands and other lands critical for birds. 
Each year, a panel of judges selects the original artwork that will grace 
the stamp. The 2019/2020 stamp features a Wood Duck (a cavity-nesting 
species), painted by Scot Storm of Freeport, Minnesota. Even if you’re 
not a duck hunter, you can purchase a stamp to help support bird 
conservation. As a bonus, the stamp allows you free admission to the 
national wildlife refuges that charge admission. Stamps can be purchased 
online (https://www.fws.gov/birds/get-involved/duck-stamp/buy-duck-
stamp.php) or at many sporting goods stores, post offices, and national 
wildlife refuges. Image courtesy US Fish & Wildlife Service

The state of Canada’s birds is...
According to this study of Canadian bird populations and how they 
have changed since 1970, the state of Canada’s birds is a mixed bag. 
The populations of some groups of birds are doing quite well—for 
example, waterfowl and forest birds (including all three bluebird species). 
Unfortunately, a group of birds of interest to NABS members is declining 
precipitously—the aerial insect-eaters, including the cavity-nesting Tree 
Swallow. This decline is probably due to widespread use of insecticides, 
climate change, and habitat loss. You can download this brief report at 
http://www.stateofcanadasbirds.org/, where you can also dig deeper into 
the data, if you’re interested.

Black bear predation on 
Western Bluebird nest, 
Colorado.
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society

Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59th Ave.
Olds, AB T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-994-1155; rreist56@gmail.com

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
P.O. Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L 1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477, 403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ca

M�ountain Bluebird Trails Conservation 
Society

Joe Michielsen
2123 22nd Street
Coaldale, AB T1M-1H6 – CANADA
403-345-4777; joe.michielsen@hotmail.com
www.bluebirdtrails.org

Arizona
Tucson Audubon Society
Jonathan Horst
300 E. University Blvd. #120
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-971-6238; jhorst@tucsonaudubon.org
www.tucsonaudubon.org

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Laura Claggett
17 Foster Lane
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-876-2315; bellavistabluebird@gmail.com
www.BVBluebirds.com

Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart M Smith
#12 Inwood Mews
Paget PG 05, Bermuda
441-777-9856; smitty@ibl.bm
Bermudabluebirdsociety.com

British Columbia
Bring Back the Bluebirds Project 
Cowichan Valley Naturalists' Society
Genevieve Singleton
6015 Mary St.
Duncan, BC V9L 2G5 - CANADA
250-746-8052; twinflower4@gmail.com
www.cowichanbluebird.ca

Sou�thern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
Ray Town
P.O. Box 277
Logan Lake, BC V0K 1W0 - CANADA
250-523-9474; info@bcbluebirds.org
www.bcbluebirds.org

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA  95014
408-257-6410; dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org

Southern California Bluebird Club
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
joann1@socal.rr.com
www.socalbluebirds.org

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Society of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720-482-8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Faith Jones
763 Mallard Dr.
Sanford, FL 32771
407-415-0705
floridabluebirdsociety@gmail.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.org

Tampa Audubon Society
Mary Miller
P.O. Box 320025
Tampa, FL 33679
813-951-8145; limpkin1945@verizon.net
www.tampaaudubon.org

Georgia
Bluebird Hollow Farm
Ray & Charlotte Burnfin
3400 Bronco Road
LaFayette, GA 30728
706-638-5906; ray@bluebirdhollowfarm.com
http://bluebirdhollowfarm.com

Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Pam Conley
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
Pam_Conley@q.com
www.GoldenEagleAudubon.org

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67  Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431; fowest@custertel.net

Illinois
Bond County Bluebird Society
James E. Wilson, D. Mus
502 Shannon Drive
Greenville, IL 62246-1359
618-664-1045; w.j.wilson@sbcglobal.net

The North American Bluebird Society serves as a 
clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, 
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other na-
tive cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state, 
provincial, and regional bluebird organizations 
to become NABS Affiliates in a confederation of 
equals working together in a partnership in inter-
national bluebird conservation. No cost is associ-
ated with affiliating with NABS. Your affiliated 
organization will be listed on the NABS website 
and in Bluebird. To find out more about becoming 
a NABS Affiliate please contact Kevin Corwin at 
KCorwin@nabluebirdsociety.org. If your organi-
zation is listed below, please review your listing to 
ensure it is current and send any changes to Kevin. 
Thanks!
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East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Paul or Janice Thode
2420 County Road 0 North
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3050; janice_thode@yahoo.com

Northwest Illinois BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3575; Kiritemoa35@gmail.com
www.jdcf.org

Sand Bluff Bird Observatory
Jennifer Kuroda
P.O. Box 2
Seward, IL  61077
815-629-2671; jen_kuroda@yahoo.com
www.sandbluff.org

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org

Indiana
Bluebird Team SMG, Sunnyside Master 

Gardeners
Ray Weatherholt
1180 Nance Lane
Lanesville, IN 47136
812-725-2009; r.weatherholt@twc.com

Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
2634 Scarce O Fat Ridge Rd.
Nashville, IN 47448
812-200-5700, 360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
M. Huber
3970 W. County Road 100 S.
Danville, IN 46122
317-745-3317; 70mlbh@gmail.com
 
Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
P.O. Box 134
Rensselaer, IN  47978-0134
219-866-3081; ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579; jaclynhill@netins.net

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Chris Parks
P.O. Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712-520-2103 cell; chparks@gmail.com

Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134; jcmwalt@infionline.net

Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-426-7500; philip.tamplin@gmail.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs

Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
356 Lord Road
Oak Ridge, LA 71264
sherylbassi@hughes.net
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org

Maine
Downeast Audubon
Leslie Clapp
PO Box 1212
Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-374-5012; deaudubon@gmail.com
www.downeastaudubon.org

Manitoba 
Friends of the Bluebirds
Barry Danard
PO Box 569
Killarney, MB  R0K 1T0 - CANADA
204-523-8258; jbdanard@wcgwave.ca
www.mbbluebirds.org/

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Kathy Kremnitzer
19305 Deer Path
Knoxville, MD 21758
301-676-9371; griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Linnea Rowse
2310 Science Parkway
Okemos, MI 48864
517-580-7364
lrowse@michiganaudubon.org
www.michiganaudubon.org

Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
P.O. Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program of Minnesota
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
Carrol Johnson
507-664-9433; mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org

Missouri 
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473; steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org

Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Lisa Rakich
P.O. Box 794
Ronan, MT 59864
406-925-0025
president@mountainbluebirdtrails.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com

Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Steve Eno
2500 W. James Dr.
Raymond, NE 68428
402-783-3011; info@bbne.org
www.bbne.org

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Allen C. Jackson
37 Porreca Drive
Millville, NJ 08332
856-327-4861, 609-805-4073 (cell)
aljaxn@aol.com
www.njbluebirdsociety.org

New York
Bro�nx River–Sound Shore Audubon Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531; brssaudubon@gmail.com
www.brssaudubon.org

Mic�hael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-242-1260; info@mknhp.org
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NY State Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 W. Richmondville Rd
Richmondville, NY 12149
518-294-7196; bernerkl@gmail.com
www.nysbs.org

Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130; gkworking4u@hotmail.com

North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ken Kernodle
3102 Doubleday Place
Durham, NC 27705
919-489-0095; president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
Mike Watson
The Holden Arboretum
9500 Sperry Road
Kirtland, OH 44094
440-462-9084
ohiobluebirdsociety@gmail.com
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Brad Williams
17629 E. 120th St
Collinsville, OK 74021
918-688-1135; ChefBadBrad@icloud.com

Ontario 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge, ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-572-3633; billreadsbooks@gmail.com
www.oebs.ca

Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Lisa Fratianni
P.O. Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
503-816-1837; lfrat65@gmail.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Dean Rust
253 Brook Farms Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
JULY7DS@aol.com
www.thebsp.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090; jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Mike DeBruhl
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-641-2092; cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Tennessee
Tennessee Bluebird Society
Chuck Cruickshank
133 Chanusi Way
Loudon, TN  37774
612-760-4193
chuck.cruickshank@gmail.com
tnsialia@gmail.com
www.tnbluebirdsociety.org

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
P.O. Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678; ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Laura McDonald
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008; info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org

Northern Shenendoah Valley Audubon 
Society

Kaycee Lichliter
1346 Sulphur Springs Road
Middletown, VA 22645
540-664-9596; kayceelichliter@hotmail.com
shenandoahaudubon@yahoo.com
www.audubon-nsvas.org

Virginia Bluebird Society
Cathy Hindman
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
703-470-7425; vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Kristin Alexander
P.O. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-676-3397; Kristin@potomacaudubon.org
www.potomacaudubon.org

Wisconsin
Blu�ebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
815 Sky Ridge Dr.
Madison, WI 53719
608-239-0791; birdsready@gmail.com
www.braw.org

Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
9320 Wicks Rd.
Gratiot, WI 53541
608-922-2473; bluebirdhouse.org@gmail.com
www.bluebirdhouse.org

Wyoming
Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation
Kate Gersh
25 S. Willow St.   Suite 10
PO Box 8042
Jackson, WY  83002
307-739-0968; kate@jhwildlife.org
www.jhwildlife.org



A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Vicky Larkin

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
AUDUBON SOCIETY

Gold Level (at least $2,500)
Lordi Marker Family Foundation

Hendricks 
County 
Bluebird 
Society

Elsie Eltzroth
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