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Bluebird

This is the first time I have been able to tell you about our 
2016 annual conference in Lacombe, Alberta. The meeting 

will be July 8–10 at the Ellis Bird Farm. Meetings, speakers, 
good food, and field trips are scheduled and we are ready to 
go.  Please start planning now for July. Our turnout in Quebec 
this year was not the greatest. We do enjoy meeting with 
everyone and this is the only time of the year we can all get 
together. We hope the heads of all Affiliates talk about this to 
your members.

We do need information from anyone who has any bluebird 
experiences you need to share with the rest of us. Please send 
articles and pictures to Scott for his approval to be printed in 
Bluebird. Please share your ideas with all of us.

Spring is coming, sooner than you may think. Are your boxes 
ready for nesting? Now is the time to get everything ready for 
raising new birds in 2016. They will be here before you know it.

Please visit www.nabluebirdsociety.org for up-to-date news 
on NABS 2016. We will 
update it as we get new 
information. And don’t 
forget to share your 
ideas with the rest of us. 

Good luck with the 2016 
nesting season, coming 
soon.

Sincerely,
Phil Berry
NABS Vice President-
Affiliate Relations

north american bluebird society saved the following resources by using 720 pounds of Reincarnation Matte,

made with 60% post-consumer waste and manufactured with electricity that is offset with Green-e® certified

renewable energy certificates.

north american bluebird society:  2,000 units

trees water energy solid waste

greenhouse

gases

5

fully grown

2132

gallons

2

Million BTUs

135

pounds

473

pounds

Winter Message to Our 
Affiliate Organizations

Phil Berry

Phil with France Dion at NABS 2015
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The winter so far has been mild. We have had no 
freezing weather in Ohio and it is the second 

week of November! The freezing part will change 
later this week and it is likely that snow and cold will 
soon be the order at least for the eastern half of North 
America. Metrologic history shows that the October/
November snowfall and cold weather in Siberia 
and northern Eurasia are strong predictors of the 
December/January cold and snow to be experienced 
in the eastern part of our continent. The October 
and November weather in Siberia this year has been 
marked with exceptional cold weather and heavy 
snows. The consequences of this intercontinental 
relationship had been expressed in recent winters 
as the so-called “polar vortex” phenomenon. If it 
happens this year I hope all of you have winterized 
their nestboxes! If you have not winterized your boxes 
it would still be beneficial to do so as it only takes one 
deadly period of cold and ice conditions to impact our 
bluebirds. Such hazardous weather can occur at any 
time during a given winter. 

The Role of NABS Board Members
Switching topics, as most of you no doubt know, 
NABS is run through the actions of its Board of 
Directors as specified in our bylaws. The NABS 
bylaws regulate what the Board and officers must 
do each year and also specify what actions they are 
prohibited from doing (e.g., accepting money for a 
service rendered). The bylaws were written with the 
help of some legal counsel so that NABS conducts 
its activities in accordance with US Internal Revenue 
Service regulations governing tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
organizations. Because of these regulations the actions 
of the Board and officers are important and necessary 
for NABS to continue to exist and serve our cause of 
protecting bluebirds and other native cavity-nesting 
birds. (Anyone interested in the NABS bylaws can 
read them online here: http://nabluebirdsociety.org/
PDF/NABS%20Bylaw%20Approved%205Oct2012.
pdf).

Consequently, it is critical that NABS have a duly 
constituted Board of Directors. Our bylaws specify 
that we must have at least 15 individuals on the 
Board and that we can entertain up to 21 members at 
a time. It would be ideal if we could get three to five 
additional members to join our Board of Directors 
this year. For one thing many of our current members 
have already served for a number of years. We are 
most grateful for that service of course but obviously 

we cannot expect individuals to serve “forever.” The 
most important reason for adding new members 
to our Board each year is to bring in different 
perspectives, new ideas, and fresh ways of looking 
at the issues we face. And also to assure that NABS 
continues to be able to meet its obligations in the 
future. Likewise, every new face on the Board gives 
us a whole new set of life experiences that can help 
provide insights and ideas for guiding NABS.

A Need for Western Representation
I am especially concerned that our Board has only a 
few members who deal with Western Bluebirds and, 
as far as I know, none who manage nestboxes for 
Mountain Bluebirds. I am sure many of you know 
that Mountain Bluebirders often have nestbox trails 
dozens of miles long and also often consisting of 
hundreds of boxes. Western and Mountain Bluebirds 
both present slightly different issues for bluebirding 
and trail management. It would be ideal to have 
members that could bring these different perspectives 
to our Board discussions. The entire Society and 
bluebirds as well would be all the better off as a 
result.

Satisfaction and Accomplishment
Serving on the NABS Board of Directors is not, or 
does not have to be, a major commitment in time. 
The Board meets an average of 10 times each year 
via a conference call. These calls rarely last over one 
hour and they are almost always pleasant (even 
fun!) discussions on how NABS can better serve 
its members and perform its mission for bluebirds 
across our continent. Of course, occasionally members 
have been known to discuss things like bluebirds or 
nestboxes in excited tones—and opinions exist! A 
Board conference call might not be quite as enjoyable 
as monitoring your nestboxes on a nice summer’s 
day but you can certainly get a feeling of satisfaction 
and accomplishment from working on the NABS 
Board because you are also providing a service to 
bluebirds—even in the middle of winter!

I know that we have many members who could 
contribute to our Board’s decisions and would bring 
fresh ideas for our Society. For example, we could 
use more individuals on the Board with professional 
experience in finance and/or banking to serve on 
our finance committee. NABS would also benefit 
from the service of individuals who have some 
legal experience/perspectives (lawyers or paralegal) 

From the President
Bernie Daniel
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participating on our Board. But really almost any 
professional, nonprofessional, academic, or none of 
the above could definitely contribute to the decision 
making. After all most all of the discussions deal 
with a topic that most of you are already experts in 
anyway—bluebirds! 

I hope some of you who read this will consider giving 
a term on the NABS Board a try. Any Board member 
can resign for any reason at any time of course. 
Typically Board members are appointed to a term 
on the Board by a vote of at least two-thirds of the 
members. The new appointee then stands for ballot 
the following June for election by the members to a 
three-year term.

I know that there are some 
of you who know fellow 
members who could 
contribute to the NABS 
Board. If you know someone 
like that, forward that 
member’s name to me and I 
will discreetly contact them 
about joining the Board. Rest 
assured anyone who is identified will receive only one 
friendly call from me asking them to consider service 
on the NABS Board. Any member who indicates that 
they are not interested in joining the Board will not be 
annoyed with follow-up calls. So I hope some of you 
will give membership on the NABS Board a try!

NABS is pleased to welcome Allen C. 
Jackson to our Board of Directors. 

Allen is a resident of the state of New Jersey and 
co-founder and current president of the New Jersey 
Bluebird Society. He maintains membership in 
several other Affiliate bluebird societies including 
the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania, the Tennessee 
Bluebird Society, and the Bluebird Restoration 
Association of Wisconsin as a way to continue to 
educate himself about bluebirds. 

Allen retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service after 31 years; his duties included 25 years 
in the Division of Ecological Services, with 4 
years in the Northeast Regional Office as Regional 
Pollution Response Coordinator, Newton Corner, 
Massachussetts, and 21 years in the New Jersey 

Field Office, Pleasantville, NJ, as a Fish and Wildlife 
Biologist.

He has erected over 600 bluebird boxes on some 50 
bluebird trails always making sure that each trail 
has monitors. He also monitors his 70-box bluebird 
trail in southern New Jersey. He enjoys bringing new 
people to bluebirds and bluebirding and is especially 
interested in the development of partnerships with 
federal, state, county, and local governments, as well 
as with environmental organizations that will benefit 
native cavity-nesting species. 

Allen attended the University of Rhode Island and the 
University of New Hampshire where he was awarded 
a B.S. degree in Game Management in 1974. He has 
authored numerous articles on proper management of 
Purple Martins and Eastern Bluebirds, with a special 
focus on House Sparrow control. He is a frequent 
speaker on bluebird and martin management.

Allen holds a Master Banding Permit for both Purple 
Martins and Eastern Bluebirds and has received a 
number of honors and awards including:

•	2002 Purple Martin Landlord of the Year by 
Purple Martin Conservation Association

•	President’s Lifetime Achievement Award for 
volunteer activities in southern New Jersey

•	Wildlife Management Director for Citizens to 
Protect the Maurice River and its Tributaries

It is an honor to welcome Allen to the NABS board 
and we look forward to working with him!

Allen Jackson, New NABS Board Member
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

By the time you read this, New Year’s Day will be past. But there’s still time to make a New Year’s 
resolution: why not recommit yourself to NABS and bluebirds? Resolve to make 2016 the best bluebirding 

year you’ve ever had by volunteering for NABS (see the President’s message on page 2), and by learning 
and implementing the best practices for conserving bluebirds and other cavity nesters. Sources of valuable 
information abound: www.sialis.org, back issues of Bluebird and Sialia (www.nabluebirdsociety.org), websites 
of NABS Affiliates (see the list that begins on page 30), books, conferences, and local experts. Speaking of 
experts, if you have valuable information to share, please do so! Give presentations, submit articles, become 
a county coordinator, staff an information booth—take your bluebirding to the next level! Let’s make 2016 a 
banner year for conservation of bluebirds, small owls, chickadees, Prothonotary 
Warblers, and all other native cavity nesters.

My thanks to Gail Chapman (Michigan Bluebird Society), Doug Rogers (Virginia 
Bluebird Society), Anne Sturm, Pauline Tom (Texas Bluebird Society), Joan 
Watroba (Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania), Deb Westcoff (Purple Martin 
Conservation Association), and all of the writers and photographers who 
contributed material to this issue.

As always, please send any photos, articles, or ideas to 
me at NABSeditor@gmail.com or 5405 Villa View Dr., 
Farmington, NM 87402.   Happy Blue Year!
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Notice to Members: Changes to NABS Membership Schedule
Starting in January 2016 the use of “A+” subscription option will be limited to use 
as a 1-time, 1-year introductory membership offer for affiliate members. After that 
one year introductory membership (i.e., joining with  an A+ option) we kindly 
ask individuals to upgrade to one of the permanent membership options e.g., 
“Subscribing” “Supporting” etc.

The reason for this change is that NABS can no longer send out four issues of 
Bluebird to a member for $15. The costs of editing, printing, and mailing continue 
to increase just like other goods and services. Members who may have joined using 
the A+ membership plan can renew under the “Subscribing, single person” option 
for only $5 additional (i.e., $20).

The NABS Board has made this decision reluctantly but it was necessary as it does 
not make sense for the Society to lose money on memberships. One advantage of 
using the other options is that members can pay dues for multiple years in advance 
avoiding the yearly renewals.

NYSBS has a New Website
The website address is the same but the website 
is not! Visit the New York State Bluebird Society 
at http://nysbs.org to see all of the changes and 
improvements. The new website is fully functional 
not only on your home computer but also on all of 
your mobile devices, so check us out. You will find:

•	An easy way to join or renew your NYSBS 
membership through PayPal.

•	A chance to see your photo featured as our Photo 
of the Month.

•	A calendar of upcoming NYSBS events/programs.
•	Our Facebook feed.
•	Helpful pages such as:

◦◦ Emergencies and how to handle them.
◦◦ Frequently Asked Questions.
◦◦ A section on the Eastern Bluebird.

Then there are pages on how you can help bluebirds 
and the NYSBS:

•	Volunteer opportunities.
•	Information on the two statewide trails that 

NYSBS maintains with our volunteers’ assistance.
•	Items the NYSBS has for sale and instructions for 

ordering.
•	Research Grants that NYSBS and NABS cooperate 

on to provide research funding.

And, there are some informational pages:
•	NYSBS Plans and Handouts in pdf format for 

downloading and printing.
•	The story of how the Eastern Bluebird became the 

New York State bird.
•	And, there are many, many photos of Eastern 

Bluebirds, other cavity nesters, and even rodents 
that you might find in your nestboxes.

Our new website was developed by Cherie Layton of 
TMB Studios; Cherie is also the layout artist for our 
quarterly newsletter, Bluebird News.

Notices from NABS Affiliates

North American Bluebird Society Awards Nominations for 2016 Now Being Accepted
Do you know of an individual, group, or business that deserves to be recognized for their outstanding 
contributions to bluebird conservation? If so, we want to hear from you! Please complete the NABS nomination 
award form found at our website (www.nabluebirdsociety.org/awards/award.htm) and email or mail your 
nomination following the instructions provided. The deadline for considering nominations for 2016 will be 
May 1. Awards will be presented July 7–10 at the NABS 2016 conference in Lacombe, Alberta, Canada.

NABS Notices
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NABS member Randall Downing writes: “After retiring 
some 25 years ago, friends got me interested in bluebird 
conservation and then also in prairie restoration. This led 
to my restoring a 5-acre tallgrass prairie and eventually 
building our home at the same country location. Wanting 
a name for our prairie, we decided to call it Bluebird 
Prairie, since it was bluebirds that got us started down the 
conservation/restoration pathway. So, Bluebird Prairie is 
now our home in northwest Illinois.”

Praveer Sharma posted this image of resourceful 
Western Bluebirds to his Flickr.com account. 
Published here under Creative Commons license.

Photo Gallery

Kim Taylor Hull photographed this Eastern Bluebird 
in a light Missouri snowstorm. You can see more 
of her fantastic photos at https://www.flickr.com/
photos/kim/. 
Published here under Creative Commons license.

Bluebird Determination
Jim Marshall

Although the flood waters of the West Fork of the 
Ft. Worth, Texas, Trinity River were lapping at 

the bottom of this box on June 21, the pole stayed in 
the ground and the box remained intact. The baffle 
was badly damaged but we were pleased that the 
entire setup was not swept downstream in the strong 
current. Before the flood, there was a nest with four 
eggs. Monitor Cindy Compton could not check the 
box for a couple of weeks because, as she said, she 
“did not have  a canoe.” After the waters receded 
and Cindy was once again able to get to the box, the 
eggs were gone. She never saw chicks so NestWatch 
reporter Roberta Marshall recorded that no chicks 
had fledged for that attempt. Cindy cleaned out the 
nest. The bluebird pair returned and built a new nest 
and laid two eggs. One egg hatched and that chick 
fledged around July 24. The hardy adult bluebird pair 
provided a lesson in persistence and dealing with 
obstacles that Texas weather can bring.

Jim Marshall is director of “Project Bluebird” in Fort 
Worth.

Note the male Eastern Bluebird atop the box
in spite of the floodwaters.
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We were pleased to submit to the National 
Park Service our 2015 report on Eastern 
Bluebird nesting activity on the 100-box 

Antietam National Battlefield nestbox trail. This 
year there were 96 Tree Swallow fledglings and 373 
Eastern Bluebird fledglings; this brings the total 
number of bluebird fledglings to 10,031 since we 
began this conservation effort 37 years ago, in 1979.

This was the third year in a row with a decline in 
fledglings following the all-time record year of 2012 
(574). It was similar to 2014 and it appears that once 
again weather was a significant factor in the late start 
in successful nesting.  

Once nesting is under way, predators get involved 
and this was a difficult year. House Sparrows were 
particularly destructive. We concluded that there 
were 22 instances of House Sparrow vandalism, 
compared with 16 last year and 15 the year before. 
Black snakes also had a big year. We estimate there 
were six instances compared to three last year—with 
one black snake found curled up in Box 25 having 
just consumed an egg breakfast. Blowfly damage in 
two boxes was minimized by replacement of nesting 
material. The tops of three boxes in a row were 
badly chewed. We considered various possibilities, 
including black bear, and concluded it was probably 
raccoon. There were also two nest failures due to 
fence/post issues.

Tree Swallows are beautiful and protected birds, 
welcomed to the nestboxes on the Battlefield. 
However, they have become a growing problem for 
nesting bluebirds. We have observed over the years 
an ever-earlier spring arrival time and consequent 
competition for nesting sites. In addition, there are 
increasing numbers and they are by nature more 

aggressive than bluebirds. This year Tree Swallows 
ruined at least two active bluebird nests. In a 
counterattack, we observed one bluebird take over 
an active Tree Swallow nest and convert the box into 
a successful bluebird nest. We have addressed the 
competition problem by pairing boxes, i.e., placing 
two nestboxes in the same immediate area, one for 
bluebirds and one for Tree Swallows. They will 
tolerate each other at a close distance while being 
generally territorial with their own species. We will be 
alert for opportunities for additional nestbox pairing, 
for the benefit of both species.

We have been reporting over the past few years the 
increasing number of white bluebird eggs. That trend 
continued as we had six boxes (vs. five in 2004) with 
a total of 13 nests with white eggs, ten of which were 
successful. This seems to make sense as the genetic 
pool producing white eggs expands.

A quick look at the table below gives us an easy 
answer to the question of why there have been fewer 
fledglings: fewer nesting attempts and a lower success 
rate. One might become discouraged. However, 
on the encouraging side, I call your attention to 
attachment the bar chart on the opposite page, which 
displays the upward trend of Battlefield fledglings 
over the past 37 years. If history is any guide, we can 
expect an uptick, if not in 2016, then in the very near 
future.

This was our final report and I must admit passing 
the milestone of 10,000 fledglings makes it easier to 
step aside. While we hope to continue being involved 
in some small way, it is time to pass the torch. We 
are very pleased that Judy and John Lilga have 
agreed to be trail managers and take over primary 
responsibility for the trail. They have been intimately 

A Milestone in Bluebird Conservation
Mark Raabe and Jean Raabe

Nesting data comparing 2015 with the previous six years:

2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009
Successful nests (min. one fledgling) 91 98 111 141 111 121 130
Unsuccessful nests 35 37 24 23 28 20 20
Rate of successful nests 72% 73% 82% 86% 80% 86% 87%
Total bluebird eggs laid 524 508 589 710 592 635 658
Bluebirds successfully fledged 373 388 451 574 471 534 538
Rate of success (fledgling to egg laid) 71% 76% 77% 81% 80% 84% 82%
Average fledgling per successful nest 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.4 4.1
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involved for more than ten years and will do an 
excellent job. It is our understanding that they will be 
working in collaboration with the Maryland Bluebird 
Society, which will enhance the trail and bluebird 
conservation.

When we attended the charter meeting of NABS in 
the fall of 1978, we were awakened to the notion that 
Antietam National Battlefield provided splendid 
habitat for bluebirds. When we first approached the 
park with the nestbox trail proposal, we received an 
enthusiastic response from Park Ranger Ed Mazzer. 
Through the years, we have received nothing 
but encouragement and strong support from the 
Park. In recent years, former Superintendent  John 
Howard, Ed Wenschhof, and Joe Calzarette have been 
especially helpful.  

In conclusion, we want to express particular 
appreciation to Judy and John Lilga for their unfailing 
support and expertise in assisting us in monitoring 
the trail. We could not have done it without them. 
Thank you also to all the staff at Antietam National 
Battlefield who have been supportive and helpful in 
so many ways.

We have always been mindful of the high privilege 
we have had in carrying on this work on these 
beautiful and hallowed grounds. 

Mark and Jean Raabe are Charter members of NABS and 
Zeleny Life Members. Mark was an officer and board 
member during NABS’s early years. The Raabes received 
the NABS award for Bluebird Conservation in 1989. 
Mark’s earlier article on the Antietam National Battlefield 
nestbox trail can be found in the Winter 2012–2013 issue 
of Bluebird.
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France and André Dion, Bluebird Pioneers
Jim Engelbrecht and Allen Jackson

NABS is proud to recognize the 
contributions of France and André 

Dion, hosts for our 2015 conference in Magog, 
Quebec, and what a wonderful conference it was. This 
beautiful region proved an ideal setting to showcase 
the conference and pay special tribute to their 
longtime friend Lawrence Zeleny.

France and André were there Thursday to greet 
the attendees at that evening’s welcoming social. 
It presented the perfect time to discuss the agenda 
during the next few days. Friday’s program included 
a tour of Bleu Lavande, where André was able to 
show how bluebirds use vegetation from the lavender 
plant to deter nest parasites. Later that afternoon 
Albert Mondor gave a presentation on native plants 
that benefit wildlife. That evening, Jean-Pierre Savard 
described his doctoral research on the migration and 
nesting locations of several Barrow’s Goldeneye sea 
ducks, which involved treks to far northern Quebec.

Saturday’s field trip showcased spectacular views 
atop Mount Orford followed by a VIP tour of Saint 
Benedict’s Abbey. The Magog area has so much to 
offer, both for residents and tourists. We enjoyed 
wonderful weather and experienced much of interest.

At the Saturday banquet we raptly listened to André 
tell us of Lawrence Zeleny’s adoption odyssey. There 
was passion in his voice as he related Larry’s tale of 
keeping two young bluebirds warm against his body 
and nursing the nearly frozen birds to good health. 
The evening ended with a performance by the great 
singer Edith Butler.

On Sunday a small group of attendees visited André 
and France’s permaculture bird garden where we 
were given an educational tour by an expert gardener 
and good friend, Carole Lavoie. We listened to 
Carole’s lessons on how we and others can strive for 
complete sustainability in gardening and agricultural 
activities. All in all she was most convincing and 
we all left with a more optimistic outlook for planet 
Earth.

André, who studied ornithology at Cornell 
University, has authored 25 books, with perhaps the 
most famous being The Return of the Bluebird. At 93 
years of age he continues to write and is working 
on two more books. France is an integral part of 
their success, serving as editor, advisor, coauthor, 
inspiration, and best friend. They were honored by 
NABS in 1989 when they received the John and Nora 

Magog, Quebec, was a beautiful venue for the 2015 NABS conference.  Host André Dion shared his vast 
knowledge of bluebirds and all of Nature with conference attendees.
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Lane Award for their efforts to bring the Eastern 
Bluebird back to Quebec.

Earlier in their 45-year marriage, in order to help their 
daughters in their schooling, the Dions developed 
a teaching system named Auto-Correct-Art, which 
was marketed worldwide. This was followed by 
their writing over 105 game books for children. The 
educational toy Auto-Correct-Art is now (after 50 
years) on display at the Musee de la Civilisation in 
Quebec City.	

Their organization is currently heavily engaged in 
building and placing nesting boxes for the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye in the far northern regions of Quebec. In 
2009 André published a novel entitled The Voyage 
of the Barrow’s Goldeneye in America. If anyone 
wishes to donate to this worthy cause, please go to 
www.fondationdesdion.com where one can sponsor 
the cost of building and placing a sea/wood duck 
nestbox in northern Quebec.

NABS conference attendees enjoyed several field 
trips including visits to Bleu Lavande, the Dion’s 

bird garden, and Saint Benedict’s Abbey. At right, Phil 
Berry, France Dion, André Dion, and Mark Raabe 

share bluebird stories.

Open-topped PVC and other pipes can be a major 
hazard to bluebirds and other cavity-nesting 

species. The birds can go down into the opening to 
explore the suitability for a nesting site, and then can 
become trapped inside if the tube is too smooth to 
climb back up and too narrow 
to allow them to open their 
wings to fly out. If you use PVC 
pipe around your mounting 
poles to deter predators, be 
sure to cover the top of the 
open pipe with a cap or strong, 
secure netting so that curious 
birds will not become trapped 
inside. Hollow plastic poles 
which are used in quantity to 
protect very young tree saplings 
from being eaten by deer and 
other animals present the same 
hazard on a larger scale.

Landscaping netting placed around ornamental 
plants to protect them from deer and rabbits can 
also trap birds. Some of the netting is as fine as a 
mist net, which is actually used by licensed bird 
banders to capture, band, and then release the birds 

after obtaining scientific data. 
Songbirds may enter the netting 
around plants through a top 
opening or may fly into it and 
then cannot get out.

A safer option is to use wire 
fencing installed a bit away 
from the plant with the size of 
the holes large enough to allow 
birds to enter and exit safely.

This article originally appeared 
in the newsletter of the Bluebird 
Society of Pennsylvania. It is 
reprinted here with permission.

Man-Made Hazards to Bluebirds
Joan Watroba
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Trapping European Starlings
Jim Kronenberg

Most people realize that House Sparrows 
and European Starlings are bad for native 
cavity-nesting birds and many people 

trap House Sparrows but I suspect there aren’t a 
large number of people who trap starlings. This 
is probably because starlings aren’t much of a 
problem in bluebird nestboxes. But starlings are a 
threat to the smaller native cavity-nesting birds if 
the native birds try to nest in natural cavities and 
they are a threat to larger native cavity-nesting 
birds like Purple Martins, Northern Flickers, larger 
woodpeckers, Great Crested Flycatchers, screech-
owls, American Kestrels, and Wood Ducks, to 
name a few. By trapping starlings it is possible to 
significantly reduce their population locally and 
thus lessen competition for native cavity-nesting 
birds and increase the nesting success of native 
cavity-nesting birds in the area. 

Starlings can be trapped in a nestbox with a 2-inch 
diameter entrance hole during the nesting season 
with a trap like the Van Ert Kestrel Nest Box 
Starling Trap or the Van Ert Wood Duck Nest Box 
Starling Trap (see www.vanerttraps.com). Van Ert 
also sells a complete nestbox with trap called the 
Van Ert Starling Trap Box. Put the nest box up in 
early spring and starling will soon find it. To get the 
trapped bird out of the house, put a mesh laundry 
bag around the house and cinch it closed or put a 
clear plastic garbage 
bag around the house 
and twist tie it shut then 
open the house and the 
starling will come out 
of the house and will be 
trapped inside the bag. 

Another way to trap 
starlings is to build a 
nestbox with a 2-inch 
diameter entrance 
hole that has no 
floor and is large 
enough for a 6-inch 
diameter PVC pipe to 
fit up into it from the 
bottom. Drill a 2-inch 
diameter entrance 

hole toward the top of the PVC pipe and line 
up the entrance hole of the PVC pipe with the 
entrance hole of the nestbox and put two bolts 
with nuts through the nestbox and PVC pipe 
to hold it in place. When the starling enters the 
nestbox it is already inside the PVC pipe and it 
falls into a holding cage. Make sure the holding 
cage is covered so it is dark and the starling can’t 
see light when it looks down the entrance hole. 
I got this idea from David Kusel of Iowa (see 
www.davidkusel.com/arbor/birdtrap.htm). Mr. 
Kusel didn’t use a PVC pipe but I think it is easier to 
use. 

Another trap that works is the Trio ST-1 trap. 
Although this trap is primarily for House Sparrows 
I have caught starlings with nesting material and 
bread as bait. Be sure to have two door springs on 
each door since starlings can push their way out 
of these traps that have only the one door spring 
supplied by the manufacturer. To get the ST-1 trap 
see www.naturehouseinc.com. 

Another trap that works is a cage trap like 
Andrew Troyer’s V-trap. Some people have caught 
thousands of starlings a year with this trap. It is 
large but a smaller version works, too. I trapped 26 
adult starlings in 2014 and 35 adult starlings this 
year in my backyard with various traps and there 

are now few around. 
Finally I would suggest 
having all nestboxes 
be ready to accept Van 
Ert traps when House 
Sparrows and starlings 
become a problem. Of 
course, monitoring is 
essential when any trap 
is used so that non-target 
birds can be released 
unharmed.

Jim Kronenberg is a member 
of NABS, BRAW (Bluebird 
Restoration Association of 
Wisconsin), and PMCA 
(Purple Martin Conservation 
Association).
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On the subject of winterkill there is one element 
that seems to be missing from the discussion 
to date. That is the subject of roosting and 

roost boxes. When finding a bluebird corpse in the 
box at winter’s end, everyone thinks ‘winterkill,’ 
when in fact there is a much more common reason.

Bluebirds will use left-in-place nest boxes along with 
roost boxes for overnight roosting in winter but do 
not do so automatically. They use them only when 
the weather gets really bad. By definition, it has been 
after a very cold and/or stormy winter that casualties 
termed winterkills are being found. Bluebirds, no 
longer territorial after the nesting season, hang 
together in numbers, often large numbers. When 
roosting in your box, they pile up on top of each 
other which effectively keeps them warm. However, 
it has been well documented that casualties due to 
suffocation sometimes occur to the bottom bird or 
birds . This is much more likely the reason, in my 
opinion, for finding expired bluebirds in boxes at the 
end of winter.

With somewhere between 30 and 50 boxes out each 
year for the past 15 years in southwest Michigan, I’ve 
experienced very few casualties. In the winter of 2013-
2014, which was about as bad as winter can get in 
Michigan, there were no casualties. I was still seeing 
bluebirds where I always see them in winter, and, yes, 
some were using several of my boxes for roosting.

That same year, large numbers of robins overwintered 
here. Why? Because of a remarkable growing season 
that had produced an exceptionally large volume of 
tree and shrub fruits statewide. Robins, which are 
thrushes like bluebirds, can and will change diets 
as well to tree/shrub fruits exclusively in winter, 
especially when plentiful. No longer the harbingers 
of spring in the north, when robins do overwinter 
here, they do so in large flocks of often 100 or more. 
They survived just fine in this most challenging of 
winters, as did the bluebirds. This during a winter 
that recorded singledigit temperatures as daily highs 
for eight or more weeks and with much larger than 
normal snowfalls.

Bluebirds are not, and never have been, true 
migrators. When and if they move, they do so 
sporadically and not en masse. Areas that may be 
vacated are all about inadequate food sources, in my 
opinion. It has been my observation and long-held 
contention that Eastern Bluebirds move primarily for 
food sources and not because of weather.

John Harville of Berrien Springs, Michigan, is a County 
Coordinator for the Michigan Bluebird Society County 
Coordinator and an Advanced Master Gardener.

This article originally appeared in The Bluebird Flyer, 
newsletter of the Michigan Bluebird Society. It is reprinted 
here with their permission.

Winterkill
John Harville

“Twee” Swallow in Trouble
Mary Foster

While checking one of my bluebird boxes at my 
home in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, this past 

summer, I noticed that one of the baby Tree Swallows 
had a large insect sticking out of its mouth! Upon 
closer inspection, I realized that it was some type of 
bee. It seems that one of the parents had fed the insect 
to the baby, but the bee actually bit the tongue of the 
baby bird on the way down.

In the state I found the young Tree Swallow, it would 
not have been able to eat anything else as the bee 
filled its whole mouth. I pulled and pulled on the 
insect to try to remove it and even though it was dead 
at this point, its jaws were firmly clamped on the 
bird’s tongue.

I finally pinched off the abdomen of the bee and put 
the bird back in the box for the time being. The next 
morning it was still alive and active, so my 92-year-
old mother and I took the baby to the local wildlife 
rehabilitator who was able to remove the rest of the 
bee. She gave the baby a supplemental feeding and 
we returned it to its nest shortly!

This article originally appeared in The Bird Box, 
newsletter of the Virginia Bluebird Society. It is reprinted 
here with their permission.
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Western Bluebirds on the Audubon Society 
of Corvallis Bluebird Trail (ASCBT), in the 
mid-Willamette Valley of Oregon, were 

considered a sensitive species in the 1970s. They 
experienced unusual weather during the 2015 nesting 
season, and it was a negative factor for our breeding 
bluebirds on the Bluebird Trail.

This is the story of an unbanded nesting pair and the 
results of their two broods. This pair, known to us for 
the past two years, had used a well-placed box in our 
senior residential neighborhood in 2014. You know 
the setting: young trees, well-groomed landscaping 
(no doubt some use of pesticides), dogs on leash, no 
outdoor cats.

The average temperature in March 2015 went from 
a low of 37.5 degrees (Fahrenheit) to a high of 62.2 
degrees. Supplemental food had been provided for 
several bluebirds, including this pair, which remained 
in the Valley through the relatively mild winter. 
Mealworms were available at my patio feeder while 
windy, cold, spring rain continued. The pair began 
chasing all other bluebirds from my feeders and boxes 
and was inspecting some of the other nestboxes at 
nearby homes and gardens.

The temperature in April 2015, taken from Oregon 
State University national weather data, averaged a 
low of 47.7 degrees and a high of 61.6 degrees. It was 
a typical month for bluebirds to establish and hold 
territories. 

April: Brood I
The pair chose to nest in box No. 1313 at Sandy 
Horning’s, just down the street, even with my feeders 
and boxes available.

April 6: 1 egg.
April 10: 5 eggs, female incubating. Low daily 

temperatures on the dates each egg was laid: 36, 
41, 42, 39, and 36 degrees. Violet-green and Tree 
Swallows began harassing the nesting bluebirds. 

April 23: Expected hatch date, 13–14 days after last 
egg laid.

April 24: Three eggs had hatched, two eggs left in 
nest.

April 27: Two eggs didn’t hatch. I examined both; 
no evidence of having been incubated, presumed 
chilled. 

May 7: Banded three nestlings, 11 and 12 days old. 
May 14: Fledged three at 21 and 22 days old. Box 

cleaned out. 

Western Bluebirds on the ASCBT typically fledge 
between 19 and 21 days. It isn’t unusual to have 
disappointing hatchling numbers in early spring, 
but with food available this fledging time was quite 
normal. Later in the month we watched the adults 
feeding two of the banded fledglings at the feeder on 
my patio; these two remained for several weeks.

May: Brood II
The same box, same bluebird pair.
Not only had there been no rain in April, May, 
or June, it was the hottest summer in Oregon ever! 
Temperatures for June, July, and August broke 
records for Oregon. There had been 29 days that 
exceeded 90 degrees, seven days in the month of 
June, topping out at 104 degrees in August! Brood II 
fledging data was very different than anything we 
had seen in the 39 years that the ASCBT existed!

May 28: 1 egg. Swallows harassing bluebirds.    
May 30: 3 eggs.
May 31: 4 eggs.
June 1: 5 eggs, female incubating.
June 13: Eggs hatched. 
June 24: Banded five nestlings, 11 or 12 days old; 

removed blowfly larvae which had bitten chicks. 
We supplemented nestlings with mealworms in a 
dish near nestbox.

July 4: Two fledged, 21 days old. Sandy called to say 
that one had fledged into a small tree about 15–20 
feet from the nestbox; however, the other was on 

Let’s Blame It on the Weather
Elsie K. Eltzroth
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the ground in the driveway and a Western Scrub-
Jay was attacking it even as the parent birds were 
aggressively attacking the jay! Sandy retrieved 
the injured chick and kept it safe until I arrived 
to take it with me to assess the damage and to 
attempt rehabbing it. It did not survive severe 
neurologic damage.

July 7: Three nestlings still in box, checked late in 
day, adults nearby. 

July 9: Two more nestlings fledged on the 25th day! 
Sandy listened for the last nestling and heard 
only one small cheep, probably the smallest.* The 
female and her fledglings did not come to any of 
the feeders. They had left the neighborhood!

July 10–12: Fifth chick still in nestbox!!! Male nearby 
still taking food into the box!

July 13: late afternoon. Last nestling* left box with 
male parent attending. This was the 29th day after 
hatching!

Brood II fledging data proved to be different than 
anything we had seen in the 39 years that the ASCBT 
existed! 

*It is not beyond reason to consider that this nestling 
was the smallest and lightest of the brood when the 
eggs hatched. We can’t help wondering how this 
smallest chick with four much bigger siblings existed 
in the heat of the summer. Evidently it had to wait 
until the bigger nestlings had fledged so it could be 
fed by the male and grow up to test its wings.  
 
LET’S BLAME IT ON THE WEATHER!

Elsie Eltzroth became a 
charter member of ASC 
when she and her husband 
moved to Corvallis, Oregon 
in 1971, and joined NABS 
as a charter member in 1978. 
In 1976 she organized the 
Bluebird Trail as a project 
for the USA Bicentennial. 
For more than 32 years 
she managed the trail, 
monitored boxes that were 
set out in bluebird habitat, 
recruited volunteers, 
presented workshops, and banded nestlings. She recorded 
nesting and banding data for the USFWS Banding Lab 
and Cornell Lab of Ornithology Nest Record Cards, and 
reported to the local chapter. She received federal and state 
permits to rehabilitate avian species and was “Mother 
Hen” to hundreds of orphaned bluebird chicks. In 2008, 
upon her retirement from managing the trail, Oregon 
Public Broadcasting televised a program about her work. 
She wishes to thank the thousands of volunteers, friends, 
and homeowners in Benton and neighboring counties who 
helped bring the bluebird back to the Valley.

Articles from the ASCBT have been published in the 
original NABS journal, Sialis; as a species account of 
Birds of Oregon: A General Reference, by David B. 
Marshall, Matthew G. Hunter, and Alan L. Contreras, 
2003; and data has been incorporated in a monograph 
in The Birds of North America, No. 510, by Judith A. 
Guinan, Patricia A. Gowaty, and Elsie K. Eltzroth, 2000.
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Who can make a delicate adventure
 Of walking on the ground?
 Who can make grass-blades
 Arcades for pertly careless straying?
 You alone, who skim against these leaves,
 Turning all desire into light whips
 Moulded by your deep blue wing-tips,
 You who shrill your unconcern
 Into the sternly antique sky.
 You to whom all things
 Hold an equal kiss of touch.

 Mincing, wanton blue-bird,
 Grimace at the hoofs of passing men.
 You alone can lose yourself
 Within a sky, and rob it of its blue!

Advice to a Blue-Bird
Maxwell Bodenheim

(1892–1954)
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South Carolina Bluebird Society Broadens Its Horizon
Ron Brenneman and Glen Hendry

If you asked most NABS members to describe good 
Eastern Bluebird habitat, they would probably say 
open areas with low-growing vegetation such as 

golf courses, pastures, meadows, residential lawns, 
etc. That is the “traditional” habitat most of us think 
of for bluebirds.

The South Carolina Bluebird Society (SCBS) had its 
vision expanded in early 2014, when 12 members 
took a field trip to the Santee Coastal Reserve Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA), north of Charleston, 
South Carolina. This 24,000-acre area is owned and 
managed by the South Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources (SCDNR). The area is a mixture of 
freshwater ponds and marshes, longleaf pine forests, 
and hardwood forests. It also has one of the highest 
densities of American alligators on the East Coast. 

The SCBS members visited the area to look at the 300 
bluebird nestboxes that were placed in the managed 
longleaf pine stands. These are stands of native 
longleaf pine that have been managed with prescribed 

fire to create an open understory of low-growing wire 
grass and other herbs and forbs.

After hearing of SCDNR’s success with bluebird 
nestboxes in this type of habitat (900 bluebirds 
fledged in 2013), we realized that we had similar 
habitat near Aiken, South Carolina, in the 2,100-acre 
Hitchcock Woods. This land, owned and managed 
by the Hitchcock Woods Foundation (HWF), is open 
for public hiking and horseback riding on 70 miles of 
trails and is one of the largest urban forests in the U.S. 
Recent management has been concentrated on the 
longleaf pine stands in the woods and has created an 
ecosystem very similar to the Santee Coastal Preserve 
WMA. 

Longleaf pines and ferns, Hitchcock Woods

Longleaf pines and wire grass, 
Santee Costal Reserve WMA

Bill Calhoun and Al Love clear a 10-foot 
diameter circle to protect the nestbox during 

prescribed burns
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In December 2014, the SCBS was given permission 
by the HWF to place 50 new bluebird nestboxes 
in the woods. This was in addition to the existing 
16 bluebird nestboxes (established in 2011), 12 
screech-owl nestboxes (established in 2013) and 
2 Prothonotary Warbler nestboxes (established in 
2015). In late March we began biweekly monitoring 
of the new bluebird nestboxes plus the screech-
owl and warbler boxes using the four-wheel drive 
“Gator” owned by the HWF. Another SCBS volunteer 
monitored the original 16 bluebird nestboxes.

In the first year, success of the 50 nestboxes in the 
longleaf pine stands surpassed all of our expectations. 
Forty-six of the 50 boxes were used by bluebirds and a 
total of 191 bluebirds fledged or 3.83 birds per box. It 
is as if the bluebirds were saying “We’ve been waiting 
for you. What took you so long?!”

We did notice what we thought was unusual behavior 
for the bluebirds toward other cavity-nesting species. 
In a couple of cases, bluebirds actually nested on top 
of active nests of other birds (Carolina Chickadee 
and Brown-headed Nuthatch). In one case, a 
Carolina Chickadee lost her nest with six eggs to 
an overzealous bluebird that had a nest with eggs 
directly on top of the chickadee nest. Next year we 
plan on installing a 1.25-inch entrance plate on an 
active nest until the smaller birds have fledged.
In addition to this aggressive nesting behavior, the 
diet for the bluebirds in this ecosystem was a bit 
unusual and quite varied. Not only did we find the 
typical insects in the nests, but we also found snails 
and small lizards.

Interestingly this year, the 12 screech-owl boxes 
yielded 8 bluebirds, 2 Carolina Wrens, 14 Great 

Crested Flycatchers, and 6 Tufted Titmice. For the 
past two years we have had screech-owls fledge, but 
not in 2015. The 16 original bluebird nestboxes (in 
more traditional settings) produced 51 bluebirds and 
8 Carolina Chickadees. The Great Crested Flycatcher 
nest is always exciting to see for the first time as it is 
typically lined with snakeskin and anything else they 
can find, even plastic bags and fur!

Our members are very pleased with the results of 
our first season of bluebird nestboxes in longleaf pine 
stands. Habitat that we had previously ignored as 
potential sites for bluebird nestboxes produced 191 
new bluebirds in 2015.

We look forward to the 2016 nesting season and hope 
to add additional boxes in the longleaf stands in the 
future. The SCBS expresses a heartfelt thanks to the 
HWF and the SCDNR for partnering with us on this 
project. Oh, and so do the bluebirds.

Glen Hendry is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State 
University, class of 1978, with a BS in Geology. He has 
served on the board of the South Carolina Bluebird Society. 
Glen and his wife Gail have been active members of the 
SCBS since its inception and enjoy making most of the 
bluebird houses deployed by the SCBS.

Ron Brenneman is a graduate of The Pennsylvania State 
University with a BS in Biology and an MS in Ecology. 
He is a wildlife biologist whose 25 year career included 
working for International Paper Company, Clemson 
University, and the National Wild Turkey Federation. For 
the past 19 years he and his wife Dori have owned and 
operated a wild bird and nature store, Birds & Butterflies, 
in Aiken, South Carolina.

Great Crested Flycatcher nest with snakeskin and 
eggs in Eastern Screech-Owl box

Left to right: Bill Calhoun, Al Love, Linda Burgess, 
Ron Brenneman, and Paul Silva celebrate the 50th 

nestbox installation
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Seven Islands State Birding Park
Chuck James

The Tennessee Bluebird Society’s mission 
statement reads, in part, “Encourage and aid in 
the development of nestbox trails and collecting data 

for research.”

This past February Stan Colburn and I gave a 
presentation on basic bluebirding at our local Wild 
Birds Unlimited store. Afterwards, Billie Cantwell, a 
member of the Knoxville Chapter of the Tennessee 
Ornithological Society, came up to us and explained 
that our new state park, Seven Islands State Birding 
Park, needed help with their nestbox trail. Stan and 
I looked at each other and said yes, we need to see 
if there is an opportunity for the Tennessee Bluebird 
Society to help.

The state took over the former Seven Islands Wildlife 
Refuge about a year ago from Knox County Parks and 
Recreation Department. The park encompasses 416 
acres along the French Broad River, approximately 
19 miles east of Knoxville. This is a premier birding 
destination with over 180 species of birds sighted.

Within a couple of weeks of our chance meeting with 
Billie, we met with Justine Cucchiara, park manager. 
Justine explained to us that the park had 54 nestboxes, 
some in need of repair, and they did not have a 
formal monitoring protocol or volunteers.

We decided that the first order of business was to 
assess the nestboxes. After looking at all 54 boxes on 
two different 1½-mile trails, we realized that most 
could not be saved; however, a few were occupied.

Not knowing how we were going to get the funding 
and find the willing hands to build 50 nestboxes we 
decided to first organize a team of volunteers to train 
to monitor the boxes. Through working with the park 
and Friends president Morton Massey, we were able 
to set up and train two teams to monitor the boxes 
weekly and record the data for future research, both 
locally and at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

Our next task was to find help to build nestboxes. 
Both Stan Colburn and Mort Massey agreed to build 
some, but we needed additional help. Stan asked the 
Tellico Village Woodworkers for their help. Their club 
agreed that it would be a good community project. 
They got to work and built 25 nestboxes. The efforts 
of Stan, Mort, and the Tellico Village Woodworkers 
saved the park about $1,200 in costs.

Thanks to funding from the Friends of Seven Islands 
State Birding Park and the park, we were able to cover 
all the costs of the nestboxes, poles, and hardware 
necessary to install all 50 boxes.

Once all the pieces were put in place it was time to 
start constructing two new trails and taking down the 
old nestboxes. Stan, Mort, Nick, and I started putting 
up the first trail of 25 nestboxes. The first day after 
cutting conduit and rebar we were able to install 20 
boxes. (Special thanks to Nick Mann, a summer intern 
from the University of Tennessee who took on the 
project and completed installing all the remaining 
nestboxes on the two trails.)

One week after completion we were checking a few 
of the new nestboxes and a bluebird was already 
building a nest in one.

Although this was a big project we are so pleased 
that Tennessee’s first birding park would select the 
Tennessee Bluebird Society to manage it. Overall, 
native cavity-nesting birds make up only a small 
part of the bird population in the park, but we 
believe an important part. There are 57 state parks in 
Tennessee—plenty of opportunities for us to continue 
this partnership in conservation.

With samples of the nestboxes built by the Tellico 
Village woodworkers are (L to R) Tennessee Bluebird 

Board members Stan Colburn and Chuck James, 
Tellico Village Woodworker Richard Bingham, Seven 
Islands State Birding Park Manager Justine Cucchiara, 
Friends of Seven Islands State Birding Park President 

Morton Massey, and woodworker John Johnson.

Chuck James assessing existing nestboxes at Seven 
Islands (L), and Stan Colburn cutting rebar for 

nestbox poles (R).
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Large mealworms now available!
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2015 marks the 14th year we have hosted 
this event. Every year brings something 

different and unexpected. This year was going to be 
no different. I was excited because we had sold out 
all our boat trips on the Bodacious, had people coming 
from as far as 325 miles away, and had some of the 
best martin landlords in New Jersey, Delaware, and 
Pennsylvania on board. We regularly attract people 
with a wide array of interest in martins, from colony 
landlords, biologists and birding experts to families 
and environmental groups. People from all over the 
northeast and mid-Atlantic (Rhode Island, New York, 
Maryland, Virginia) make the trip to the Maurice 
River. This year we were especially pleased to share 
the same boat with our Amish neighbors from two 
different communities in Pennsylvania. All have come 
to see one of Mother Nature’s best shows, the Purple 
Martins staging at their pre-migratory roosting site on 
the Maurice River in Cumberland County.

All Aboard!
The party boat Bodacious, owned and operated by 
Captain Tim Smith, docks at the Longreach Marina in 
Bivalve, which is adjacent to Shellpile, two localities 
of distinction on the Maurice River. Captain Tim 
has partnered with us the entire 14 years, playing a 
major role in showcasing the Purple Martin roost. As 
people board the boat there is a sense of anticipation 
for repeat passengers and wonder for those seeing 

this the first time. Are the martins here? Will there be 
as many as they say? Will we need binoculars to see 
them? Without hesitation I answer all their questions. 
The martins never disappoint, weather occasionally 
does, but not the martins; and, yes, bring your 
binoculars.

The boat departs around 6:30 p.m., meandering 
upriver to the staging area. Birding experts point out 
numerous Bald Eagles and Ospreys, as well as other 
avian species. The leisurely cruise allows time to mix 
and mingle with the passengers. So many questions, 
so much interest. I try to spend time with everyone. 
Before long we are nearing Mauricetown, passing 
under the bridge about 7:30 p.m., just as the martins 
are beginning to assemble. The atmosphere becomes 
more serious, anticipating the spectacle. The next 45 
minutes will be a continuous show of Purple Martins 
swarming simultaneously from the phragmites (a 
large perennial grass found in wetlands), and swirling 
around the sky, only to descend back into the reeds. 
We will see dozens of swarms during this period, but 
most people are so intent on watching each swarm 
that they fail to notice the thousands more martins 
joining the existing birds. Without binoculars you 
cannot see all the martins using the roost. Besides 
the swarms there are martins on the reeds, in the sky 
above you, behind you, on your left, to your right. 
It is only then that you appreciate and understand 
the magnitude of the site. The last few swarms are 
usually the best but also the hardest to photograph in 
the dim light. Photos do no justice—one needs to be 
there to appreciate how spectacular this sight is.

I try to remind everyone to notice the birds dive-
bombing down into the reeds with enough speed 
to impress a Peregrine Falcon. As the light fades, 
the martins become more anxious to settle in for 
the night and finally do, stopping all activity. As 
we begin our return to the marina, I get bombarded 
with, “How many martins did we see?” Obviously, 
there are too many to count and I can only estimate 
numbers by comparing to previous trips. I feel 
confident estimating 500,000 martins but am also 
extremely comfortable saying as the numbers in the 
roost peak, they easily exceed 1,000,000. I was on five 
of the six trips on the Bodacious this year, and each 
trip is different just as each year is different. I now 
understand the reason that each trip is different is 
related to weather patterns and the number of martins 
at the roost.

Purple Martin Spectacular
Allen Jackson
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While every trip is dramatic, every so often, 
one or two trips stand out from the rest in both 
numbers and magnitude. Friday, August 21st, 
was such a trip. As we cruised upriver we began 
seeing martins much sooner than usual. When we 
passed under the bridge the martins were already 
extremely active and the numbers were certainly 
more than expected. You could sense something 
was different. That evening was like no other I 
have witnessed. The roost had doubled in size in 
just five days. There were so many martins in the 
skies that it delayed their opportunity to roost for 
the night. After the birds finally settled in, a few of 
us who have seen other roosting sites (including 
the roosts on Lake Murray and Lake Erie) tried to 
estimate how many martins we had seen. Every 
estimate was over one million, some saying two 
million! I now feel more confident estimating between 
500,000 and up to 1¼ million martins during their peak.

I did not realize what we had seen or why until the 
next evening. The trip upriver again seemed different 
but this time because we were not seeing the martins 
where we had seen them the previous trip. It was 
especially evident when we passed under the bridge 
and few martins were flying around. As the evening 
grew darker more birds showed up, the activity 
level increased and they put on their spectacular 
show. but it did not compare to the previous night’s 
trip. Someone mentioned the front that moved 
in overnight. A Northwest front brought cooler 
temperatures and the favorable winds the martins 
need to migrate. Birds sense atmospheric pressure 
changes. That was what brought more martins to our 
roost site and that was what they were waiting for to 
start their migration to South America.

We have a number of smaller staging areas in New 
Jersey (Salem River area, Mullica River, Great Egg 
Harbor River near Somers Point, Barnegat, and 
Rumson). Weather changes likely caused martins in 
those smaller roosts and other sites to relocate at our 
roost. I was disappointed that only those 60 people 
on the Bodacious that Friday got to witness this special 
evening. Usually the birds depart without much 
notice but this year we got to understand better what 
was happening.

History Behind the Roost
There is early reference of Purple Martins staging in 
the wetlands in Cape May but habitat changes and 
development pressures caused them to relocate to 
unknown areas. It was not until the early 1990s when 
Pete Dunne noticed large numbers of martins flying 

at dusk outside his home in Mauricetown, and he was 
then able to document the martins using the wetlands 
of the river to roost. The Maurice River corridor is 
wide, up to one mile wide in places. The expansive 
phragmites offers a safe place for the martins to 
roost, feeding on the abundance of insects to build 
fat reserves, waiting for favorable winds to migrate. 
We are fortunate in that the river is perfectly suited 
for such a buildup of martins. It is enjoyed by all and 
affords no health issues to the public.

For most of the past 25 years, the birds have staged 
upriver of the Mauricetown Causeway, always 
dependable, always there. In 2013 the birds relocated 
downriver of the bridge, just two days before our 
event; however, we were able to scramble the 
positioning of the flatbed trailer for those on shore 
to still see the birds. We were fortunate that the boat 
could get extremely close to the birds. Never had the 
passengers been able to view them so close. In 2014 
the birds pulled another fast one, this time relocating 
one mile downriver. Only those on board were able to 
view the birds that year. The bonus was they staged 
on the west side of the river, affording spectacular 
numbers with an equally spectacular sunset. This year 
they returned to their original roost location upriver 
of the bridge.

Promoting the Roost
The Purple Martin Spectacular is organized each 
year by Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River, 
Maurice River Township, New Jersey Audubon 
Society, Cumberland County Improvement 
Authority, Association of New Jersey Environmental 
Commissions, National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System, and the Bodacious. We offer a three-hour 
sunset cruise with refreshments. Passengers speak 
with martin experts and naturalists identify points 
of ecological and cultural interest, all during the 
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dog days of August when the heat and humidity 
drag you down. Nothing is more relaxing than a 
boat ride at sunset. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the 
company of people with similar interests, all while 
taking in thousands of martins putting on a show that 
captivates the imagination. Most years we position a 
flatbed trailer onshore for those unable to make the 
boat trip. There is also a boat ramp where paddlers 
and boaters can launch their personal craft. If the 
martins stage near the bridge, the ramp provides easy 
access to view the roost.

Most of the time I view the roost from either the 
Mauricetown Causeway (County Route 670) or from 
the Bodacious. Both offer different perspectives. The 
Causeway has a sidewalk on the south side, which 
provides a somewhat intimidating but rewarding 
view of the entire river corridor. One gets a different 
perspective of the magnitude of the roosting area. 
Martins fly in from all directions, north across the 
Delaware Bay from Delaware and Maryland, from 
Pennsylvania, New England, New York, and Canada. 
Virtually any martins in the northeast or mid-Atlantic 
coastal states probably use this staging area. As you 
set up the spotting scope and also glass the skies with 
your binoculars, you observe the entire corridor and 
see martins flying to the staging area no matter what 
direction you glass. As the skies darken, the activity 
level increases and one gets a much better idea of the 
enormity of the roost. While one needs to view the 
entire river corridor to appreciate the size of the roost, 
being on the Bodacious is still the best.

Added Bonus
Many of the people you meet on the boat want to 

start a martin colony or need technical assistance to 
address problems at their site. I hand out my card 
to many people on board. Conducting on-site visits 
and giving site-specific recommendations increase 
the chances of having a successful martin colony. 
Interestingly, one of my planned site visits will 
include a trip to southeastern Pennsylvania. This 
will support ongoing efforts by the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association’s recent establishment of 
the Pennsylvania Purple Martin Working Group, 
intended to restore declining martin populations 
within the state. I also anticipate establishing six 
new bluebird trails in southern New Jersey, all from 
meeting people on the Bodacious.

For those who think the Barnum and Bailey Circus is 
the Greatest Show on Earth, think again. We martin 
enthusiasts believe the Greatest Show on Earth is 
the Purple Martin Spectacular on the Maurice River, 
Mauricetown, Cumberland County, New Jersey.

Allen is a wildlife biologist retired from the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Besides being an outspoken proponent for 
proper management, he participates in the PMCA’s martin 
mentor program and was selected their 2002 Purple Martin 
Landlord of the Year. In 2011 he spearheaded efforts to 
establish the New Jersey Bluebird Society, is their current 
President and now devotes much of his time to benefiting 
bluebirds.

This article originally appeared in Volume 24(4) of 
The Purple Martin Update, the official publication 
of the Purple Martin Conservation Association 
(www.purplemartin.org). It is reprinted here with their 
permission.

Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you 
no longer need, NABS would like to receive it as a tax-deductible charitable 
donation.

To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will have 
your vehicle, boat, RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it will be 
evaluated by experts. A determination will be made regarding what should be 
done to maximize its selling price, thereby resulting in significantly higher value 
than it might otherwise generate so you will receive the maximum tax benefit 
allowable by U.S. law. For tax purposes you, the donor, will receive a formal 
Certificate of Donation complying with all State and Federal requirements for 
authenticating your donation to NABS, an IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and other native cavity nesters!
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Remembering Erv Davis
Jane Brockway

Editor’s note: Erv Davis was well known and very active 
in the Montana bluebirding community and beyond. He 
passed away in July 2015.

“Be at my house at 6 a.m. That’s when I leave.” 
And THAT was my first conversation with Erv 

Davis, aka “Bluebird Boy”! Bob Niebuhr and Rod 
Spencer had been strongly encouraging me (nagging, 
actually) to learn to band and in July, 2004, Alan 
and I drove to Charlo, Montana, to meet Erv and get 
a real “bluebird education”! It became clear as the 
day progressed that we were going to learn more 
than how to band, but also record keeping, nestbox 
activity, and bluebird parenting. Erv had deep 
appreciation, respect, and awe for bluebirds, and his 
expertise was well known to anyone involved with 
Mountain Bluebirds.

At one point, Erv and Rod Wamsley monitored and 
banded every bluebird on their various trails, which 
totaled 450 boxes! For 30+ years they were up early 
four days a week during the nesting season. Erv 
collected and maintained data files on every bird 
he banded and recaptured—over 25,000 Mountain 
Bluebirds! Since Erv and Rod wanted to band every 
bird on their trails, catching them and recapturing 
them at the nestbox safely and quickly was very 
important. Erv designed, and his son Mike built, a 
remote-controlled “hole-covering”device, and the rest 
as they say is history.

A retired educator, Erv got hooked on bluebird 
conservation when Art and Vivian Aylesworth 
rented the house next door. Art invited Erv to go 
out on trails and then to build nestboxes in the back 
of the Aylesworth insurance office in the winter (an 
activity that continues with Art’s son Ray and other 
volunteers). When Art became ill and passed away 
in 1999, Erv took over his trails and many others 
that were not being cared for. It wasn’t long before 
his curiosity about bluebirds led him to formulate 
questions, but the answers were not available. Since 
there was not a lot of research at the time, especially 
on Mountain Bluebirds, Erv obtained his USGS 
banding permit. He started banding in 1982 on the 
National Bison Range in Moise, Montana, with Marcy 
Bishop and Duncan MacIntosh from Alberta, Canada. 
Over the years, he taught many to band and to keep 
careful records of banding and nestbox data.

Erv’s main questions were:
•	Do bluebirds mate for life? Do they stay together 

for the nesting season?
•	Do bluebirds return to the same area and/or 

nestbox every year?

•	How long do they live in the wild?
•	Where do they go in the winter?

The questions have mostly been answered… except 
for one: Where do they go in the winter?! Over the 
years, Erv traveled all over the Southwest, contacting 
Audubon Chapters to inquire about Mountain 
Bluebird sightings. He was often pointed in the 
direction of “birds that are blue” but never saw 
wintering Mountain Bluebirds. Of the 25,000 that 
were banded not one band was recovered in the 
Southwest or Mexico, much to Erv’s disappointment 
and curiosity.

Erv adopted most of his trails out to new monitors 
over the years, and continued to monitor his 
remaining trails until his 89th birthday. Erv loved 
sharing bluebirds with young and old alike—he gave 
countless programs to school children and interested 
adults throughout the years.

Erv was acknowledged by John Citta for providing 
technical help for his Ph.D. research on Mountain 
Bluebirds. Erv also worked with Myrna Pearman, 
biologist at the Ellis Bird Farm, Alberta, Canada, 
contributing his time, expertise, and personal funds to 
what has become the bible of bluebirding here in the 
West, The Mountain Bluebird Trail Monitoring Guide. 
Erv also worked with Dr. Renée Duckworth. [See her 
tribute to Erv on the next page—Ed.] Erv also served on 
many committees and boards for NABS.

In 2005 Erv was awarded the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Volunteer of the Year Award. One of 
his duties was to man the corral gate during the Bison 
Range’s annual bison roundup, but his favorite duty 
was to install the bluebird nestboxes that are still 
enjoyed by visitors today. If you want to see Erv up 
on a high fence post (at the age of 78) checking a box 
at the Bison Range, look in The Bluebird Monitors Guide 
to Bluebirds and Other Small Cavity Nesters by Cynthia 
Berger, Keith Kridler, and Jack Griggs.

When Art passed, Erv stepped up to finish his 
term and then served another term as president of 
Mountain Bluebird Trails. Erv came to many of our 
annual conferences and led the question-and-answer 
session, generously sharing his knowledge and 
experience.

When he left us, Erv requested only one “last big get-
together,” not a formal service. The huge outpouring 
of caring friends, neighbors, former students, and 
fellow wildlife lovers in attendance displayed how 
much he was admired and will be missed.



25www.nabluebirdsociety.org  Winter 2015–2016 | Bluebird

A Tireless Champion for Bluebirds
Renée Duckworth

I met Erv Davis 15 years ago when I was embarking 
on my first field season studying the behavior and 
ecology of bluebirds. I was looking for people with 

already established nestbox trails to begin a survey 
of bluebird behavior across Montana. As I began 
contacting people, just about the first thing everyone 
asked me was, “Have you met Erv Davis?” and after 
a shake of my head, they followed with, “You really 
should talk to Erv.”

Who was this guy? I thought to myself as I nervously 
penned my first email to him…”Dear Mr. Davis…” I 
was eager to talk to him but was also a bit intimidated 
by his outsized reputation as “THE Bluebird Man.” 
I hit “Send” and within a few hours, Erv responded 
with his characteristic straightforward and to‐the‐
point style, immediately offering to show me his 
bluebird trail.

My first trip with Erv to his nestbox trail was a 
preview of the energetic, determined, and extremely 
generous man that I would come to know, not just as 
a fellow bluebird enthusiast, but also as a friend. We 
met at the Ronan Cafe and he insisted on buying me a 
cup of coffee before we hit the trail, the first of many 
generous gestures that Erv would show me over the 
years. In fact, before the day was over, he would offer 
to make, free of charge, 25 nestboxes to help me start 
my own nestbox trail. At the time, I was a beginning 
graduate student, still without funding for my project, 
and Erv’s gift of nestboxes was a godsend, helping 
me lay the foundation for my own now large‐scale 
research program on bluebirds.

As Erv turned down a muddy ranch road in Moiese 
Valley, he described the route we would take that day. 
He casually mentioned that he now only monitored 
120 nestboxes as he had decided the previous year 
to give up a few of his trails to other volunteers. It 

was too hard, he noted, to spend the time needed to 
band the birds when you had to check more than 200 
nestboxes each week. Although he said all this in a 
nonchalant manner, there was that ornery sparkle 
in his eye that meant he knew you were impressed, 
exactly as he wanted you to be.

For the rest of the morning, I helped Erv efficiently 
check, inspect, clean, and repair more than a hundred 
nestboxes. He captured 21 birds that day, 15 were 
recaptures, banded in previous years, and 6 were 
new. When we came to a nest with young nestlings, 
Erv proudly pulled out of his equipment box a remote 
control box trap, which he had designed and built 
himself to capture and band males feeding their 
nestlings.

Erv’s impact on bluebird populations and his 
contribution to our knowledge about them cannot 
be overstated. He banded thousands of birds over 
the years and the data he collected on recaptures 
of Mountain Bluebirds has contributed to our 
understanding of their dispersal patterns. Moreover, 
he is one of only a handful of people that have 
ever observed hybridization between Western and 
Mountain Bluebirds in the wild, a rare event that only 
the keenest observer would detect.

One of the most amazing things about Erv, which I 
really only appreciated after his death, was how many 
different hats he had worn throughout his life. He 
was by turns a teacher, a coach, a Montana legislator, 
an award‐winning volunteer with the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, and a devoted bluebirder. 
When Erv made up his mind to do something, he 
would take the job on full force.

I will miss him…and the bluebirds will miss him.
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From Ugly Duckling to Swan
Russ Bauman

I was lucky to be able to follow the transformation of one of our juvenile Eastern Bluebird males to 
adulthood. I’ve not had any other bluebirds stay around long enough to see this change. I took these 
pictures over a 30-day period; if you start with 61 days old in the first picture, the days go up as follows: 62, 

65, 66, 69, 70, 71, 72, 74, 77, 78, 81, 82, 83, 86. I took these in my backyard in Biltmore Lake, North Carolina.

Russ Bauman is the Buncombe County Coordinator for the North Carolina Bluebird Society.
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BluesNews

Bluebirds Everywhere

Terry McGrath lets the world know how 
she feels about bluebirds with this license 
plate frame on her new car.

“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird images 
and the word “bluebird” itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see 
what bluebirds you can find!

Greece-based Blue Bird Airways provides 
passenger and cargo transport, servicing Greece, 
Turkey, Russia, and Israel.

Bird-Smart Glass Products Now Available to Prevent Window Collisions
Collisions with glass windows kill hundreds of millions of birds each year in the United States, but thanks 
to American Bird Conservancy’s (ABC) new Bird-Smart Glass Program, a list of 18 tested, proven products 
is now available to help homeowners and architects identify simple but effective solutions to stop birds 
from hitting windows. “This new market of bird-friendly products will go a long way toward reducing a 
tremendous threat to birds,” said Dr. Christine Sheppard, ABC’s Bird Collisions Program Manager. “Bird-
Smart glass can and should be a standard component of sustainable design. We hope manufacturers develop 
even more products that help architects and homeowners make their buildings and homes bird-friendly.” Visit 
ABC’s website to see the products and to learn more: http://abcbirds.org/get-involved/bird-smart-glass/

Bold New Book on Owls
Scott Weidensaul’s recent book, the latest addition to the “Peterson” reference-guide 
series, is on owls: Owls of North America and the Caribbean. There are three excellent 
reasons to pay attention to this book:

•	It provides vital information for all the owls of Canada, the continental U.S., 
Mexico, and the Caribbean.

•	Each species account is carefully done and includes information on life-histories 
replete with information on taxonomy, distribution (with maps), identification, 
vocalization, habitat and niche, nesting and breeding, behavior, and other 
essentials. It’s not just another identification guide.

•	The photo selection is representational and instructional. Owl photos are never 
easy to take; however, Weidensaul has assembled an excellent collection.

Not surprisingly from this author, these mini-life-histories with their curious and highly informative details 
are well assembled and highly readable. They never read like autopsies, or like mere collections of factoids. 
Also, Weidensaul is not reluctant to discuss what is not known about these mysterious birds. The book, read 
“in reverse,” can also serve as a collection of fine hints for aspiring and ambitious owl researchers.

Excerpted with permission from the Birding Community E-bulletin (http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-
bulletin/).
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Pervasive Contaminant Affects Cavity Nesters
The element mercury is released into the atmosphere 
as a byproduct of fossil-fuel burning (coal in 
particular). In its basic, inorganic form, mercury is 
relatively nontoxic. However, once deposited into 
aquatic ecosystems, mercury is converted to the 
highly toxic form methyl mercury. This form can 
cause damage to the nervous, reproductive, and 
immune systems of vertebrates, including humans 
and birds, and is believed to be responsible for the 
declines of some bird populations.

A recent study in Texas examined the concentrations 
of methyl mercury in the blood and feathers of 
two fish-eating birds (Great Egret and Great Blue 
Heron) and three terrestrial birds, which all happen 
to be cavity nesters (Wood Duck, Carolina Wren, 
and Eastern Bluebird). The areas under study are 
contaminated with methyl mercury.

Because methyl mercury is more concentrated in 
aquatic systems, it is no surprise that the fish-eating 
birds had the highest concentrations in their blood 
and feathers. But even the three terrestrial bird 
species had levels high enough to cause damage and 
to reduce breeding success. Of the three, Wood Ducks 
had the highest concentrations, probably because of 
their close contact with water. Carolina Wrens had 
the next-highest concentrations, perhaps because 
the wrens in this study all nested close to water and 
probably foraged along the shoreline, eating bugs that 
had been in contact with the contaminated water. 
Eastern Bluebirds had the lowest levels of methyl 
mercury of all the species sampled. Sadly, the levels 
were still high enough to degrade the birds’ health. 

The long-term solution to this problem is to reduce 
the burning of fossil fuels, or reduce mercury 
emissions through better smokestack-scrubbing 
technology.

Sarah E. Schulwitz, Matthew M. Chumchal, and Jeff A. 
Johnson. 2015. Mercury Concentrations in Birds from Two 
Atmospherically Contaminated Sites in North Texas, USA. 
Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 
69:390–398.

Where Do Prothonotary Warblers Go in Winter?
For a long time, we’ve had a very simplistic view 
of bird migration: birds breed in North America in 
the summer, fly south in the fall to spend the winter 
in some warm tropical spot, then return to North 
America in the spring. But like most anything that 
appears simple on the surface, bird migration is quite 
complex once we look more closely.

A cavity-nesting male Prothonotary Warbler was 
captured on his breeding grounds in Louisiana 
and fitted with a light-sensitive geolocator. This 
lightweight device collects and stores data on 
daylength wherever the bird may be. Upon 
recapturing the bird the following year, the geolocator 
is removed and the daylength data is downloaded to 
a computer for analysis. Since daylength and time of 
sunrise and sunset vary with latitude and longitude, 
it is possible to determine approximately where the 
bird was on any given day.

Rather than just fly straight from the breeding 
grounds to a single wintering location and then back 
again in spring, this Prothonotary Warbler traveled 
a much more complicated route. He first flew to 
the Louisiana coast, where he stayed for a couple of 
weeks (presumably loading up on fuel and waiting 
for favorable winds). On August 12, he headed south 
across the Gulf of Mexico, making landfall in Mexico 
on August 13. He stayed there nearly a month before 
working his way east through the Yucatan, finally 
arriving in either southern Cuba or Jamaica, where he 
stayed for another month. In mid-November, he flew 
south across the Caribbean Sea to Central America 
(Panama or Colombia), where he stayed for nearly 
four months. In early March, he started making his 
way north, flying for one day then resting for 3–10 

Research Review
A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity Nesters

Scott W. Gillihan
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days before taking off again. He arrived back on his 
breeding grounds on March 23.

In all, he flew a minimum of 8,000 km (about 5,000 
miles) and visited at least seven countries. His fairly 
extensive movements around the Caribbean and 
Central America during the winter may be common—
other species fitted with geolocators have shown 
similar movements. These movements may be in 
response to shifting food resources during winter, but 
so little is known about life on the wintering grounds 
that this is just speculation at this point. Still, this is a 
fascinating glimpse into migration, and as additional 
species are fitted with geolocators we will learn even 
more about this often-overlooked phase of birds’ life 
cycles.

Jared D. Wolfe and Erik I. Johnson. 2015. Geolocator 
Reveals Migratory and Winter Movements of a 
Prothonotary Warbler. Journal of Field Ornithology 86:238–
243.

House Wren Brood Comes in from the Cold
Typically, once young birds leave the nest (“fledge”), 
they don’t return. The nest can be a dangerous 
place, as the noise and scent of the brood can attract 
predators, or the nest may contain blowfly larvae and 
other parasites that weaken young birds.

In August of 2013, Micah Scholer found a House Wren 
nest with five nestlings. He was fortunate to witness 
the fledging of those birds one afternoon, as the adult 
perched near the nest and called to the nestlings. One 
by one they flew from the nest and perched in nearby 
junipers, where they spent the rest of the afternoon. 
However, at dusk, Micah witnessed a remarkable 
event: as the sun was fading and temperatures were 
dropping, the adult perched near the nest and again 

called to the young, who returned to the nest. Once 
they were all in, the adult joined them. 

Early the next morning, the adult left the nest and 
called to the young, who again left the nest. They 
ventured farther from the nest this time, but once 
more, at dusk, the adult called to them from near the 
nest, and the young all flew in to the nest and were 
joined by the adult. The next morning the whole 
family again left the nest, but they did not return that 
evening.

The two nights that the young spent in the nest after 
fledging were cold—below freezing—but on the 
night that they did not return, the temperature stayed 
above freezing. It appears that the adult brought the 
young back to the nest on those two nights in order to 
keep them warm. Micah found just one similar case in 
the scientific literature, also involving House Wrens, 
which were using a nestbox in Maine. Unfortunately, 
that author did not make note of the weather.

Sharp-eyed (and cold-tolerant!) bluebirders should 
watch for similar behavior among House Wrens and 
other cavity nesters. With enough reports we should 
be able to tell if cold temperatures trigger this unusual 
behavior.

Micah N. Scholer. 2015. Unusual Behavior in Parental Care 
by a House Wren (Troglodytes aedon): Post Fledging Use of 
an Old Nest During Cold Nights. The Wilson Journal of 
Ornithology 127:545–547.

Charles S. Preble. 1961. Unusual Behavior of House Wren. 
The Auk 78:442.
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The North American Bluebird Society serves as 
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, 
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other 
native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state, 
provincial, and regional bluebird organizations 
to become NABS Affiliates in a confederation 
of equals working together in a partnership in 
international bluebird conservation. No cost is 
associated with affiliating with NABS. Your 
affiliated organization will be listed on the NABS 
website and in Bluebird. If your organization 
has a newsletter, please forward a copy to our 
headquarters. To find out more about becoming 
a NABS Affiliate, read our Affiliate Letter. Notice: 
If you are listed below, please check listing to 
see if it is current. If not, please send correct 
information to Phil Berry at pbsialia@gmail.com and 
info@nabluebirdsociety.org.
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society

Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59 Ave.
Olds, Alberta T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-556-8043
rreist1@shaw.ca

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
P.O. Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477
403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca

M�ountain Bluebird Trails 
Conservation Society

Gwen Tietz
P.O. Box 401
Lethbridge, AB T1J-3Z1 - CANADA
403-317-1252
gwen.tietz@gmail.com

Arizona
Tucson Audubon Society
Rick Fletcher
300 E. University Blvd. #120
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-629-0510
www.tucsonaudubon.org

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Leon Wehmeyer
15 Banff Lane
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-855-1642
lwehm@sbcglobal.net

Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart Smith
#2 Up and Down Lane
Paget DV 03, Bermuda
441-777-9856
smitty@ibl.bm
www.bermudabluebirdsociety.com

British Columbia
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team
Rebecca Mersereau
841 Ralph Street
Victoria, BC  V8X 3E1 - CANADA
250-383-3224
rebecca.mersereau@goert.ca
www.goert.ca

Sou�thern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
Ray Town
P.O. Box 277
Logan Lake, BC V0K 1W0 - CANADA
250-523-9474
info@bcbluebirds.org
www.bcbluebirds.org

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA  95014
408-257-6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org

Pal�os Verdes South Bay Audubon Society
Nancy Feagans
2010½ Pullman Lane
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310-483-8192
nancy@pvsb-audubon.org
www.pvsb-audubon.org

Southern California Bluebird Club
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
www.socalbluebirds.org

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720-482-8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
303-973-1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.com

Tampa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 320025
Tampa, FL 33079
www.tampaaudubon.org

Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Leah Dunn & Michele Christ
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
ldboise@gmail.com
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org


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Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208-782-9676

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67  Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431
fowest@custertel.net

Illinois
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Paul or Janice Thode
2420 County Road 0 North
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3050
janice_thode@yahoo.com

Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.jdcf.org/guardians

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org

Indiana
Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
P.O. Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812-200-5700
360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
Karen Smith
1777 E. County Road 400 S.
Clayton, IN 46118
317-513-6403
Karen12208@aol.com
www.hendricksbluebirdsociety.info

Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
P.O. Box 134
Rensselaer, IN  47978-0134
219-866-3081
ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579
jaclynhill@netins.net

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
56235 Deacon Road
Pacific Junction, IA 51561
712-624-9433 h, 712-527-9685 w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134
jcmwalt@infionline.net

Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-426-7500
philip.tamplin@gmail.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs

Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Emily Winners
126 Winegart Lane
Lecompte, LA 71346
318-776-5356
emilywinners@msn.com
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org

Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
John Weinrich
P.O. Box 548
Damariscotta, ME 04543
jweinrich@roadrunner.com
www.midcoastaudubon.org

Manitoba 
Friends of the Bluebirds
Herb Goulden
3407 Rosser Ave.
Brandon, MB  R7B 2P9 - CANADA
204-728-8370
ggoulden@mts.net
www.mbbluebirds.org/

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Kathy Kremnitzer
19305 Deer Path
Knoxville, MD 21758
301-662-7818
Griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Jonathan E. Lutz, Executive Director
P.O. Box 15249
Lansing, MI 48901
www.michiganaudubon.org

Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
P.O. Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
JENean Mortenson
507-332-7003
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com
Carrol Johnson
507-649-0126
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org

Missouri 
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473
steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org

Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Tom Anderson
5532 Sandhill Road
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-535-2132
sandhill@midrivers.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com

Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@hotmail.com 
www.bbne.org

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Allen C. Jackson
514 Buck Street
Millville, NJ 08332
856-327-4861
609-805-4073 (cell)
aljaxn@aol.com
www.njbluebirdsociety.org
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New York
Bro�nx River - Sound Shore Audubon 

Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531
www.brssaudubon.org

Mic�hael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-652-9137
princessprism@yahoo.com

NY State Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 W. Richmondville Rd
Richmondville, NY 12149
518-294-7196
bernerkl@gmail.com
www.nysbs.org

Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com

North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ray Welch
401 Farmbrooke Lane
Winston-Salem, NC 27127-9218
336-764-0226
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-466-6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918-806-2489

Ontario 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge , ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-620-0744
info@billreadsbooks.com
www.oebs.ca

Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
P.O. Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Dean Rust
253 Brook Farms Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
JULY7DS@aol.com
www.thebsp.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Jim Burke
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-644-0235
jimburke271@gmail.com
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Tennessee
Bluebirds Across America
Farrell Roe
95 Hayes Branch Trail
Jackson, TN 38301
731-424-6161
roerockingr@aol.com

Tennessee Bluebird Society
Chuck James
119 Talah Way
Loudon, TN  37774
865-458-6904
tnsialia@gmail.com
www.tnbluebirdsociety.org

Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423-346-3911
amyredmon@hotmail.com

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
P.O. Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Jill Miller
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org

Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540-373-4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org

Washington
Puget Sound Bluebird Recovery Project
Susan Ford
P.O. Box 1351
Poulsbo, WA 98370
707-287-5749
susan@pugetsoundbluebird.org
www.pugetsoundbluebird.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
P.O. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-876-1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org

Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-344-0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org

Blu�ebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
3117 Stratton Way #112
Madison, WI 53719
608-239-0791
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org

Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
14953 State Rd. 23
Darlington, WI 53530-9324 
lafayettecountybluebirdsociety@yahoo.com



A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Terry & Vicky Larkin
Lordi Marker

Family Foundation

Hendricks 
County 
Bluebird 
Society
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Renew Today!  Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Please be sure to include your NABS membership ID number on all renewals (your ID number is on your address label)

Date _________________
o New Membership    o Renewal    o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________   for:

o 1 Year   o 2 Years   o 3 Years   o 4 Years			   Name: __________________________________________
			   Household	 Single Person
Subscribing		  o $30		  o $20			   Address: ________________________________________
Supporting		  o $50		  o $40
Contributing		  o $85		  o $75			   City: ____________________________________________
Guardian		  o $110		  o $100
Life			   o $500		  o $500			   State / Province: ______    ZIP: ______________________

Organization		  o $50					     Phone: __________________________________________
Small Business		  o $50
Corporation		  o $125					     Email: __________________________________________
A+ (one year, one-time 	o $15 

introductory membership offer for Affiliate members only)
Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________	 Membership number: _____________________________

Additional Donation
o $30	 o $50	 o Other __________

o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa	 o MasterCard

Card #__________________________________

Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________

Expiry: ________   Signature: ______________________________

Total amount paid/charged to credit card: __________________

Where did you learn about NABS? __________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.

Payment must be in U.S. funds.
   Mail to: �NABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844, 

Bloomington IN 47407
An online membership form with payment through 
PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org


