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Cover photo:  Michael Menefee of Colorado says of his image,“These bejeweled Western Bluebird beauties 
were the only pair mixed in with a large flock of Mountain Bluebirds feeding on mountain ash berries. It was 
an extremely cold day, and I have a feeling these berries may have saved their little frosty lives.” You can see 
more of Michael’s amazing photography online at www.MichaelMenefeePhotography.com

Table of Contents photo: Flocks of overwintering Barrow’s Goldeneye gather on open water to eat and help 
each other keep an eye out for Bald Eagles and other predators before returning north to their breeding 
grounds (and nest-cavity trees) in the boreal forest. Photo by Ingrid Taylar.
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Bluebird

I am so excited to be able to share with all of you our plans 
for our 2015 annual conference in Magog, Quebec. Andre 

and France Dion hosted NABS in Quebec in 1988 and have 
graciously offered to repeat the offer for 2015. The conference 
will be held September 17–20, 2015. Lots of meetings and 
field trips are scheduled, with a great choice of speakers as 
well. I had hoped to give you the details of the hotel, but it 
has been changed last month and I don’t have registration 
information just yet. Be sure to mark your calendars to take 
advantage of the above dates. I do know you won’t want to 
miss Memphremagog Lake and visiting Magog Marshes.

Looking ahead, Mynra Pearman is hosting NABS in Lacombe, 
Alberta, July 8–10, 2016. Details will be published as soon as I 
get them.

Once again, let me encourage you to keep us all informed if 
you are doing anything interesting for bluebirds. Please share 
any information you may have on projects involving you or 
your Affiliate Organization.

Now that the holidays are over I am sure you are already 
planning on any changes in your trail you want to make. I am 
making mine, as they will start looking for nest boxes in late 
January here in NW Florida.

Please visit www.nabluebirdsociety.
org for up to date information on NABS 
2015. We hope to see all of you there.

Good luck with the Spring nesting 
season coming up soon!

Sincerely,
Phil Berry
NABS Vice President - Affiliate Relations

north american bluebird society saved the following resources by using 720 pounds of Reincarnation Matte,

made with 60% post-consumer waste and manufactured with electricity that is offset with Green-e® certified

renewable energy certificates.

north american bluebird society:  2,000 units

trees water energy solid waste

greenhouse

gases

5

fully grown

2132

gallons

2

Million BTUs

135

pounds

473

pounds

Winter Message to Our 
Affiliate Organizations

Phil Berry
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NABS is an all-volunteer organization. 
Since 1977, a cadre of bluebirders 

has generously donated their time and expertise so 
NABS can continue to serve our members and fulfill 
our mission. As a volunteer organization, we often 
experience changes in the ranks of our Officers, 
Board, and other individuals. I wanted to inform you 
of several departures from our leadership team since 
the fall issue of your Bluebird journal.

I am saddened to report that NABS President Sherry 
Linn decided to resign on November 6, 2014, after 
some three years of tireless service as President and 
eight years of playing a key role in maintaining 
our membership records. Sherry was our second 
Canadian President, giving special emphasis to the 
fact that NABS really is an international organization. 
Sherry provided the Society with inspiring leadership 
and we hope to provide a more comprehensive 
summary of her accomplishments to appear in a later 
issue of Bluebird. Copy and printing deadlines prevent 
a more detailed discussion of her contributions right 
now.

NABS Treasurer Gwen Tietz will be leaving her 
post at the end of this calendar year after serving for 
several years as the head of our Finance Committee. 
Gwen spent tireless hours helping advance NABS 
into the digital world of bookkeeping by creating our 
QuickBooks accounts, tracking NABS bills, checks, 
and maintaining balances, in addition to handling our 
legal reporting obligations.

One of our Board members, Paul Sherd of Michigan, 
also announced his resignation in November. 

Finally, our database administrator, Marion Ball, 
recently completed a long-distance move across 
country, and can no longer provide in her vital 
services managing our membership.

We are extremely grateful to Sherry, Gwen, Paul, and 
Marion for their combined years of valuable service. 
The helping hands and companionship of these 
generous volunteers will be sorely missed.

In the interim, and according to rules of orderly 
succession dictated by our By-Laws, the NABS Board 
of Directors has appointed me to serve as interim 
President until a new, permanent President is elected. 
I have been on the NABS Board since about 2001, and 
in the past served as president for about two years. 
I am also a lifetime member of the Ohio Bluebird 

Society and served as president of that society for six 
years. I will do my best to fill in during this transition 
period.

Our Board will work together to keep all NABS 
services and functions on track. We will do all we can 
to minimize the impact of these personnel changes on 
our ability to conduct key functions.

Just one final comment. I note once more that NABS 
is a volunteer organization. If the members are the 
lifeblood, then the Officers and Directors are the 
heart and lungs—we need both for NABS to survive. 
As you can see, volunteers come and go. To enable 
NABS to continue providing the essential services 
that allow us to support our three precious and unique 
North American bluebird species as well as our other 
native cavity-nesting species, we need our loyal 
membership. But we also need some of our members 
to run for leadership positions and join our Board 
and committees and move the NABS organization 
along. Please consider lending your time, and more 
importantly your FRESH, NEW IDEAS, to help us 
meet ever-present challenges and revitalize our 
leadership team. NABS could not exist without 
volunteers. 

If you are interested in running for a position, or 
serving on a committee, please contact NABS in one 
of these ways: via the “Contact” tab on our website at 
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org. Or you can send 
an email to info@nabluebirdsociety.org. Alternatively 
you can call us weekdays during office hours: 12–3 
pm EST at 812-200-5700. You could also send a letter 
to: NABS, PO Box 7844, Bloomington, IN 47407. Rest 
assured, either way, we will get back with you!

From the President
Bernie Daniel



3www.nabluebirdsociety.org  Winter 2014–2015 | Bluebird

Yes, you do see a different heading and no longer 
a title to go with my name. Change is the only 

thing we can be sure of in our lives and sometimes 
it comes when it’s least expected. Such is the current 
case for me. For personal reasons I found it necessary 
to resign from NABS effective November 6th. A lot 
has been going on in my life, I am needed more here 
at home and must step back.

As I write this, the Board of Directors have an 
upcoming meeting to elect their next Executive 
Committee. Hopefully you will check the website 
soon to see the changes if they don’t make this issue 
of Bluebird.

It has been a pleasure to serve you, the members 
of NABS, for almost eight years. When given the 
opportunity to attend a few Board conference 
meetings in early 2007 to learn how the Directors 
conducted business on your behalf, I decided there 
was a role for me and officially joined the Board 
in April 2007. I encourage anyone interested in 
taking an active role or learning more about NABS 
to contact the Executive Committee as I know your 
enquiry will be welcomed.

While serving as President for the past three years, 
I continued to have an active role with Membership 
and it was very rewarding to stay in direct contact 
with so many of you. We shared bluebird stories 
and got to understand the wider scope of the needs 
of all native cavity nesting birds regardless of what 
part of the continent we lived in. Together we have 
learned about unfamiliar habitats across the nation 
and the critters that the bluebirds in those areas share 
their lives with. Although we have made headway 
since Dr. Zeleny started NABS back in 1978, the 
bluebirds still face many problems to maintain stable 
populations much less expand into territory once 
occupied by their species. 

The world is changing and we have many challenges 
ahead of us. I will continue to participate with my 
nestbox trail and do what I can to ensure bluebirds 
are here for future generations. It is my hope that 
you will all continue to do the same. Contact me any 
time.

Yours in blue,
Sherry Linn

From the Past President
Sherry Linn

From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

This fall, the World Wildlife Fund released a report on the status of wildlife populations around the globe. 
The Living Planet Report 2014 (available online at http://wwf.panda.org/) is a compilation of information 

on the world’s populations of birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and fish. The findings were shocking: 
more than 50% of wild animals have disappeared since 1970. This bears repeating: We have wiped out half of 
the Earth’s wild animals since 1970. This is a staggering piece of information. As a lifetime lover of wild animals 
and someone who has devoted his career to wildlife conservation, I never once thought that humans could do 
this. Astonishing. Terrifying. Unbelievable. And this isn’t just rhinos and tigers and pandas and other well-
publicized, charismatic wildlife. This finding is based on long-term monitoring of more than 10,000 wildlife 
populations comprising more than 3,000 representative species. At least bluebirders can give themselves a 
well-deserved pat on the back for many years of boosting Eastern Bluebird populations.

My thanks to everyone who contributed articles, photos, and feedback for this issue. Thanks also to Robyn 
Bailey of Cornell Lab of Ornithology (for permission to reprint the article on page 16), Lauren Kane (for 
ongoing access to scientific journals via BioOne.org), Patrick Ready (editor of the Bluebird Restoration 
Association of Wisconsin, for permission to reprint the articles on pages 17 and 20), and Pauline Tom of the 
Texas Bluebird Society (for originally pointing me toward the article on page 16). And a special thank you to 
Sherry Linn for guidance, support, and friendship over the past three years.

As always, please send any photos, articles, or ideas to me at NABSeditor@gmail.com 
or 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402.
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Letters to Bluebird
A Neat Trick
I discovered that old mascara wands, after 
cleaning, work great for getting the dust and 
nest materials out of the drainage and vent 
holes in nestboxes. The length is just right, and 
they have a built-in handle, making them pretty 
sturdy. They’re also easy to find in your trail kit.

Just thought I’d pass on what “a little birdie” 
told me!

Terry McGrath
South Carolina Bluebird Society/NABS

Officials of North American Bluebird Society, Inc.
Executive Committee
Bernie Daniel - President
Phil Berry - First VP for 

Affiliate Relations
Jim Burke - Second VP for 

Community Relations
Kathy Kremnitzer - 

Secretary
Gwen Tietz - Treasurer

Board of Directors
Bob Benson
David Cook
Bernie Daniel
Jim Engelbrecht
Stan Fisher
Jim McLochlin
Linda Schamberger
John Schuster
Dan Sparks
Bet Zimmerman Smith

Awards Committee
Anne Sturm - Chair
Greg Beavers
Stan Fisher

Bluebird Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

Education Committee
Bernie Daniel, PhD - Chair
Kevin Berner
Te�rry Neumyer 
John Schuster
Julie Zickefoose
Bet Zimmerman Smith

Facebook Committee
Linda Schamberger - Chair
Kathy Kremnitzer
Dan Sparks

Finance Committee
Gwen Tietz - Chair
Greg Beavers
Bernie Daniel
Jim Engelbrecht

Gr�ants Committee
Anne Sturm - Chair
Greg Beavers
Kimberly Corwin
Stan Fisher

Hotline Committee
Bob Benson - Chair

Jo�urnal Advisory 
Committee

Dave Cook - Chair
Vicki Butler
Bernie Daniel
Benjamin Leese
Dick Tuttle

Membership Committee
Vacant - Database Admin.
Jackie Berry
Phil Berry
Tena Taylor

Ne�stbox Committee
Bob Benson - Chair
Kevin Berner
Bernie Daniel
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Kathy Kremnitzer
Myrna Pearman
John Schuster
Bet Zimmerman Smith
Steve Eno (ex officio)

Nominating Committee
Bob Benson - Chair
Phil Berry
David Cook

Sp�eakers Bureau
David Cook - Chair
Dan Sparks

Website Committee
Jim McLochlin - Chair
Dan Sparks

Webmaster
Jim McLochlin

Notice from NABS
The NABS Storefront catalog is closed until further notice.
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During breeding season, Tree Swallows feed 
on flying insects. They may travel 20 miles or 
more to forage. According to veteran birder 

Dick Tuttle, adult Tree Swallows will consume about 
2,000 insects, and also feed 6,000 insects to their 
young, over the 45-day nesting period. Since 90% of 
their hunting takes place below 39 feet, Tree Swallows 
can make a real dent in insect populations that pester 
humans.

Since Tree Swallows rely on insects caught on the 
wing, extended periods of cold rain can be deadly 
because of reduced insect activity during such 
weather.

Tree Swallows do eat berries in the winter and during 
migration, and possibly when insects are unavailable. 
Most of the fruit they consume—90%—is from plants 
in the genus Myrica such as bayberry, waxberry, and 
wax myrtle.

Tree Swallows do not eat birdseed, nor will they 
come to a mealworm feeder. However, a few people 
have gotten hungry swallows to take crickets or 
mealworms flung into the air. Breeding swallows may 
also pick up grit or eggshells from the ground.

Obviously, a single mosquito wouldn’t make much of 
a meal. In addition, delivering one tiny bug at a time 
would be time consuming. Instead, parents often pack 
captured insects into a BB-sized ball called a “bolus,” 
which they bring to their young.

About a week before fledging, babies may stick their 
heads out of the cavity to nab the first feeding. Some 
young become “hole hogs.” Bet watched one 13-day-
old nestling hog at least eight consecutive feedings. 
The parent had trouble squeezing past its fat head to 
get inside the box.

After the first baby has fledged, Tree Swallow 
parents may not return to the box to feed the young 
remaining inside. And thus the rule: fledge or die. 
Fledglings remain in the box about 18–22 days after 
hatching, gaining weight and strength. In contrast, 
Eastern Bluebirds typically fledge in 17–18 days.

After leaving the nest, Tree Swallow fledglings may 
get an occasional feeding from parents during the first 
three days. In contrast, bluebird young depend on 
their parents for food up to four weeks after fledging. 

One person reported seeing newly fledged Tree 
Swallows trying to go back into their box while 
their siblings were still inside. Other observers have 
reported Tree Swallow fledglings entering and 
exiting another family’s nestbox, without harming the 
nestlings inside. There is concern that these juveniles 
may be stealing food destined for nestlings. Both 
nestling and fledgling Purple Martins are known to 
practice such piracy.

After leaving the nestbox, Tree Swallow fledglings 
can immediately swoop like experts. The parents 
seem to guide and “dance” with them while 
chattering away.

Tree Swallows also drink and bathe in flight. They 
dip down and hit the water over and over. From 
a distance, it looks like a stone skipping across 
the water’s surface. A flock of acrobatic swallows 
skimming the water at sunset is quite a sight to 
behold.

This article was 
provided by bluebird 
landlords Patrick 
Smith, author of 
Leaving the Life: A 
True Story of Love, 
Loss and Gratitude, 
and Bet Zimmerman 
Smith, NABS Life 
Member and Board Member, and webmaster of Sialis.org.

A Tree Swallow delivers several dragonflies to the nestbox. 
Tree Swallows eat flying insects such as beetles, horseflies, 

dragonflies, winged ants, moths, and mayflies. 
Photo by Patrick Smith.

Foraging and Feeding on the Wing
Patrick Smith and Bet Zimmerman Smith
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Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862) was one of 
America’s greatest naturalists and a major 
figure in nineteenth-century thought and 

literature. The journal he kept from 1837 to 1861 was 
published originally in 14 volumes. NABS members 
may know him for what he wrote about bluebirds 
on April 3, 1852 (see 
below). Lillian Lund 
Files of Tyngsboro, 
Massachusetts, searched 
The Journal of Henry David 
Thoreau for references 
to bluebirds. She found 
38 dates on which the 
species was mentioned. 
The reference at the end 
of each of the following 
entries is to the volume 
and page number of the 
original. The numbering 
of the volumes was kept by Dover Publications, Inc., 
when they published the complete journal in two 
volumes in 1962.

September 29, 1842—Today the lark sings again 
down in the meadow, and the robin peeps and the 
bluebirds, old and young, have revisited their box, 
as if they would fain repeat the summer without 
intervention of winter, if Nature would let them. 
Beauty is a finer utility whose end we do not see. 
1:449

July 16, 1851—The plaintive spring-restoring peep of 
a bluebird is occasionally heard. 2:310

Oct. 10, 1851—The air this morning is full of 
bluebirds, and again it is spring. 3:61

March 10, 1852—I see flocks of a dozen bluebirds 
together. The warble of this bird is innocent and 
celestial, like its color. 3:344

March 15, 1852—A mild spring day.... The air is full 
of bluebirds. The ground almost entirely bare. The 
villagers are out in the sun, and every man is happy 
whose work takes him outdoors.... I lean over a rail 
to hear what is in the air, liquid with the bluebird’s 
warble. 3:350

April 3, 1852—The bluebird carries the sky on his 
back. 3:386

July 25, 1852—This is a morning celebrated by birds. 
Our bluebird sits on the peak of the house and 
warbles as in the spring, but as he does not now by 
day. 4:254

March 10, 1853—What was that sound that came on 
the softened air? It was the warble of the first bluebird 
from that scraggy apple orchard yonder. When this is 
heard, then has spring arrived. 5:15

March 17, 1853—I no sooner step out of the house 
than I hear the bluebirds in the air, and far and 
near, everywhere except in the woods, throughout 
the town you may hear them, the blue curls of their 
warblings—harbingers of serene and warm weather, 
little azure rills of melody trickling here and there 
from out of the air, their short warble trilled in the 
air reminding of so many corkscrews assaulting and 
thawing the torpid mass of winter, assisting the ice 
and snow to melt and the streams to flow. 5:23

March 18, 1853—The bluebird and song sparrow sing 
immediately on their arrival, and hence deserve to 
enjoy some pre-eminence. They give expression to the 
joy which the season inspires. 5:26

March 21, 1853—Why are the early birds found most 
along the water? These song sparrows are now first 
heard commonly. The blackbirds, too, create some 
melody. And the bluebirds, how sweet their warble in 
the soft air, heard over the water! 5:32

April 5, 1853—The bluebird comes to us bright in his 
vernal dress as a bridegroom. Has he not got new 
feathers then? 5:93

April 6, 1853—The bluebird, with feebler but not less 
sweet warbling, helps fill the air, and the phoebe does 
her part. 5:94

August 7, 1853—How much of spring there is brought 
back in a young bluebird’s plaintive peep! 5:357

November 7, 1853—Three bluebirds still braving 
the cold winds—Acton Blues, not gone into winter 
quarters. The blue uniform makes me think of 
soldiers who have received orders to keep the field 
and not go into winter quarters. 5:488

March 11, 1854—Bluebirds’ warbling curls in elms. 
4:162

“His Most Serene Birdship”:
The Bluebird in Thoreau’s Journal
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April 19, 1854—I read to-day that a boy found twenty-
six bluebirds dead in a hollow tree on the first of April 
in Great Barrington. That was just after that long cold 
spell. 6:206

September 12, 1854—A sprinkling drove me back for 
an umbrella, and I started again for Smith’s Hill via 
Hubbard’s Close. I see plump young bluebirds in 
small flocks along the fences, with only the primaries 
and tail a bright blue, the other feathers above dusky 
ashy-brown, tipped with white. 7:35

March 15, 1855—He (Mr. Rice) saw a bluebird about 
a week ago in Sudbury, and was surprised to observe 
that it had a worm in its mouth, but I am not, for the 
ice and snow have been sprinkled with caterpillars of 
several kinds all the past winter. 7:249

March 19, 1855—...when I reach my landing I hear my 
first bluebird, somewhere about Cheney’s trees by the 
river. I hear him out of the blue deeps, but do not yet 
see his blue body. He comes with a warble. Now first 
generally heard in the village. 7:257, 258

March 22, 1855—The bluebird faintly warbles, with 
such ventriloquism that I thought him further off. He 
requires a warmer air. 7:261

March 28, 1855—As for the singing of birds—the 
few that have come to us—it is too cold for them to 
sing and for me to hear. The bluebird’s warble comes 
through feeble and frozen to my ear. We still walk on 
frozen ground, though in the garden I can thrust a 
spade in about six inches. 7:274

October 20, 1855—I see on the dead top of a hickory, 
twittering very much like swallows, eighteen and 
more bluebirds, perhaps preparing to migrate. 7:502

March 9, 1856—
Thermometer at 2 P.M. 
15°, sixteen inches of 
snow on a level open 
field, hard and dry, ice 
in Flint’s Pond two feet 
thick, and the aspect 
of the earth is that of 
the middle of January 
in a severe winter. Yet 
this is about the date 
that bluebirds arrive 
commonly. A pail of 
water froze nearly half an 
inch thick in my chamber, 
with fire raked up. The 

train which should have got down last night did not 
arrive till this afternoon, having stuck in a drift. 8:201

April 9, 1856—Meanwhile a bluebird sits on the same 
oak, three rods off, pluming its wings. I hear faintly 
the warbling of one, apparently a quarter of a mile 
off, and am very slow to detect that it is even this one 
before me, which, in the intervals of pluming itself, is 
apparently practicing in an incredibly low voice. 8:270

May 11, 1856—I leave my boat in Hosmer’s 
pokelogan and walk up the bank. A bluebird’s nest 
and five eggs in a hollow apple tree three feet from 
ground near the old bank swallow pit, made with 
much stubble and dried grass. Can see the bird sitting 
from without. 8:332

June 23, 1856—His son (Rickerson’s) Walton showed 
me one of four perfectly white eggs taken from a hole 
in an apple tree eight feet from ground. I examined 
the hole. He had seen a bluebird there, and I saw a 
blue feather in it and apparently a bluebird’s nest. 
Were not these the eggs of a downy woodpecker laid 
in a bluebird’s nest? They were all gone now. 8:385

July 12, 1856—Hear the plaintive note of young 
bluebirds, a reviving and gleaming of their blue ray. 
8:408

September 27, 1856—The bluebird family revisit their 
box and warble as in spring. 9:27

February 18, 1857—I am excited by this wonderful 
air and go listening for the note of the bluebird or 
other comer. The very grain of the air seems to have 
undergone a change and is ready to split into the form 
of the bluebird’s warble. Methinks if it were visible, 
or I could cast up some fine dust which would betray 
it, it would take a corresponding shape. The bluebird 

does not come till the 
air consents and his 
wedge will enter easily. 
The air over these 
fields is a foundry full 
of moulds for casting 
bluebirds’ warbles. 
Any sound uttered 
now would take that 
form, not of the harsh, 
vibrating, rending 
scream of the jay, but a 
softer, flowing, curling 
warble, like a purling 
stream or the lobes of 
flowing sand and clay. 
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Here is the soft air, and the most expectant apple 
trees, but not yet the bluebird. They do not quite 
attain to song. 9:270

February 24, 1857—A fine spring morning. The 
ground is almost completely bare again. There 
has been a frost in the night. Now, at 8:30, it is 
melted and wets my feet like a dew. The water on 
the meadow this still, bright morning is as smooth 
as in April. I am surprised to hear the strain of a 
song sparrow from the riverside, and as I cross the 
causeway to the hill, thinking of the bluebird, I that 
instant hear one’s note from deep in the softened air. 
It is already 40° and by noon is between 50° and 60°. 
As the day advances I hear more bluebirds and see 
their azure flakes settling on the fence-posts. Their 
short, rich, crispy warble curls through the air. Its 
grain now lies parallel to the curve of the bluebird’s 
warble, like boards of the same lot. It seems to be one 
of those early springs of which we have heard but 
have never experienced. Perhaps they are fabulous. 
9:279

March 18, 1858—How much more habitable a few 
birds make the field! At the end of winter, when the 
fields are bare and there is nothing to relieve the 
monotony of the withered vegetation, our life seems 
reduced to its lowest terms. But let a bluebird come 
and warble over them, and what a change! The note 
of the first bluebird in the air answers to the purling 
rill of melted snow beneath. It is eminently soft and 
soothing, and, as surely as the thermometer, indicates 
a higher temperature. It is modulated by the south 
wind. The song sparrow is more sprightly, mingling 
its notes with the rustling of the brush along the 
watersides, but it is at the same time more terrene 
than the bluebird. 10:302

February 23, 1859—Worcester—I first hear and then 
see eight or ten bluebirds going over. Perhaps they 
have not reached Concord yet. One boy tells me that 
he saw a bluebird in Concord on Sunday, the 20th. 
11:453

March 2, 1859—The bluebird which some 
woodchopper or inspired walker is said to have 
seen in that sunny interval between the snow-
storms is like a speck of clear blue sky seen near the 
end of a storm, reminding us of an ethereal region 
and a heaven which we had forgotten. Princes and 
magistrates are often styled serene, but what is their 
turbid serenity to that ethereal serenity which the 
bluebird embodies? His Most Serene Birdship! His 
soft warble melts in the ear, as the snow is melting 
in the valleys around. The bluebird comes and with 
his warble drills the ice and sets free the rivers and 
ponds and frozen ground. As the sand flows down 
the slopes a little way, assuming the forms of foliage 
where the frost comes out of the ground, so this little 
rill of melody flows a short way down the concave of 
the sky. 12:5

March 7, 1859—It is a good plan to go to some old 
orchard on the south side of a hill, sit down, and 
listen, especially in the morning when all is still. 
You can thus often hear the distant warble of some 
bluebird lately arrived, which, if you had been 
walking, would not have been audible to you. 12:21

March 7, 1859—There are few, if any, so coarse and 
insensible that they are not interested to hear that the 
bluebird has come. The Irish laborer has learned to 
distinguish him and report his arrival. It is a part of 
the news of the season to the lawyer in his office and 
mechanic in his shop, as well as the farmer. One will 
remember, perchance, to tell you that he saw one a 
week ago in the next town or county. Citizens just 
come into the country to live, put up a bluebird box, 
and record in some kind of journal the date of the 
first arrival observed—though it may be rather a late 
one. The farmer can tell you when he saw the first 
one, if you ask him within a week. 12:21, 22

March 10, 1859—6 A.M.—To Hill. And already, when 
near the road, I hear the warble of my first Concord 
bluebird, borne to me from the hill through the still 
morning air, and, looking up, I see him plainly, 
though so far away, a dark speck in the top of a 
walnut. 12:30

March 10, 1859—P.M.—The bluebird on the apple 
tree, warbling so innocently to inquire if any of its 
mates are within call—the angel of spring! Fair and 

A replica of the cabin Thoreau built in the woods 
near Walden Pond, just outside of Concord, 

Massachusetts.
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innocent, yet the offspring of the earth. The color of 
the sky above and of the subsoil beneath. Suggesting 
what sweet and innocent melody (terrestrial melody) 
may have its birthplace between the sky and the 
ground. 12:34, 35

March 26, 1860—The bluebird may be seen February 
24, as in ‘50, ‘57, and ‘60, or not till March 24, as in 
‘56—say twenty-eight days. 13:234

February 27, 1861—It is very pleasant and warm, and 
the ground is bare. As I am walking down the Boston 
road under the hill this side of Clark’s, it occurs to 
me that I have just heard the twitter of a bluebird. 
(C. heard one on the 26th.) I stop and listen to hear 
it again, but cannot tell whether it comes from the 
buttonwoods high over my head or from the lower 

trees on the hilltop. It is not the complete bluebird 
warble, but the twitter only. I am not sure but it is 
a caged bird. I walk that way, and now think that I 
distinguish the minstrel in a black speck in the top 
of a great elm on the Common. Messer is shingling 
Clark’s barn; so, to make sure, I cross over and ask 
him if he has heard a bluebird to-day, and he says he 
has several times. When I get to the elm near Minott’s 
I hear one warble distinctly. Miss Minott and Miss 
Potter have both died within a fortnight past, and 
the cottage on the hillside seems strangely deserted; 
but the first bluebird comes to warble there as usual. 
14:320, 321

This article originally appeared in a slightly different 
format in the Winter 1982 issue of Sialia, which was the 
former name of the NABS journal now known as Bluebird.

Late Eastern Bluebird Nests
Herb Unkrich

I had several late Eastern Bluebird hatchings this year. I think it was due to the cool, wet summer we had. The 
pictures below are from the latest hatching. The eggs started to hatch on September 4th and the last picture 

was taken on September 20th. When I checked on them September 23rd they had fledged.

This box had two nests earlier and around a month went by before this nest was started. I think the third nest 
was from a different pair as the first pair would dive at you and the last pair would just watch you check on 
the box.

Also the number of third nestings this year were about the same as the number for the first or second nestings 
this year. Usually the third nestings are about half as many.

A Timeless Question
At the 13th annual meeting of the American Ornithologists’ Union, held in 1895, a scientific paper was 
presented with this title: “Why Are There So Few Bluebirds?” Unfortunately, the report on the meeting does 
not provide a description or summary, so one is left to wonder whether the question was “Why are there so 
few bluebird species?” or “Why are there so few individual bluebirds?” Either way, it sounds like an interesting 
topic, and a question still worth asking today, nearly 120 years later.
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Coming Up With a Better Mousetrap: 
What Happens When You Think Outside of the Box 

Glen Hendry and Ron Brenneman

With more than 50 bluebird trails on public 
and private property with various land 
uses, it is not always possible to place 

nestboxes on metal poles with baffles. This requires 
some ingenuity to find ways to install bluebird 
nestboxes and take advantage of good bluebird 
habitat while protecting the boxes from external 
predation. Enter the South Carolina Bluebird Society’s 
Telescoping Nest Box Pole! 

It was a cool and crisp morning when the Trail 
Committee for the South Carolina Bluebird Society 
went to a local bluebird trail on a horse farm here in 
Aiken. We were doing our yearly nestbox inventory, 
including cleaning and repair. We were also targeting 
certain boxes that seemed to have a higher incidence 
of predation during the 2013 nesting season. These 
boxes were installed on wooden fence posts rather 
than metal poles so as not to interfere with mowing 
equipment or to be placed in the horses’ paddocks. 
The boxes, therefore, became easily accessed by 
predators, most notably snakes and raccoons.

Upon reviewing the field conditions we determined 
that installing snake netting or greasing a wooden 
post would not be feasible. We decided that if we 
could get the nestbox elevated some 2–3 feet above the 
wooden post, then we could install snake netting. The 
problem then became, “How does the trail monitor 
access the nestbox that is much taller than eye level?” 
We settled on what we now call a fence post telescoping 
extender. Although it sounds complicated, the concept 
is quite simple. We take a 5-foot piece of 2" PVC 

Schedule 40 pipe and a 5-foot 
piece of 1.5" PVC Schedule 
40 pipe. The two pipes are 
sanded, primed and spray 
painted with a plastic/PVC 
product (we used black). The 
1.5" pipe slides nicely into 
the 2" pipe (telescopes). We 
extend the smaller pipe so it 
positions 1 foot beyond the 
larger pipe and drill a 3/8" 
hole through both pipes. We 
then do the same 
at 2- and 3-foot 
intervals. The hole 
then accommodates 
a wire locking pin 
that prevents the 
inner smaller pipe 
from sliding inside 
the outer larger 
pipe. The nest box is 
attached to the top 1 
foot of the inner pipe 
with exterior screws. 
A 1.5" pipe cap is glued to 
the top of the inner pipe to 
keep birds from going into a 
“cavity” death trap.

Once the nest box is 
mounted, the assembly is 
installed up against the 
wooden fence post and 
attached with 2" conduit 
clamps. The final assembly 
is touched up with the spray 
paint and snake netting is 
attached to the inner 
pipe (just below the 
nestbox) using plastic 
zip ties.

With the installation 
of box and netting 
complete, the inner 
pipe is extended 
upwards to the 

1.5" and 2" PVC pipe

1.5" pipe inserted into 2" pipe 
with locking pin

Two poles assembles, 
left pole fully extended

A typical application on horse property Inner pipe with pipe cap installed
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3-foot mark and the locking pin is installed. The box is 
now approximately 8 feet high with the snake netting 
cascading down from below the box. During the 
nesting season, the trail monitor will pull the lock pin 
and allow the inner (1.5" pipe) to slide down until the 
box rests on the outer (2" pipe). The box is now about 

5.5 feet above the ground and easily accessible to the 
trail monitor.

The loss by predation was ~40% in 2013 and was 
23.5% in 2014 after the telescopic poles were installed 
on the two problem boxes.

Trail monitor Susan Terry is all smiles with Glen 
Hendry’s invention to fledge more birds

Ron Brenneman (left) and Glen Hendry (right), fitting 
the poles together

MEALWORMS!!!
Special pricing for NABS members!!!

Supply Bluebirds With the Best Tasting and Highest Quality Mealworms!!
Guaranteed Live Delivery & Same Day Shipments

Bassett’s Cricket Ranch, Inc.
1-800-634-2445  www.bcrcricket.com  info@bcrcricket.com
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Open, vertical pipes, widely used for a variety 
of purposes across the western U.S. landscape, 
are a “potentially very large” source of bird 

mortality according to research by scientists at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). The finding was 
part of a peer-reviewed study published in Western 
North American Naturalist and authored by Charles D. 
Hathcock and Jeanne M. Fair.

“Based on these preliminary findings … open 
bollards and pipes pose a potentially large-scale 
threat to birds, and research on the impacts of this 
threat, especially to cavity-nesting birds, should be 
encouraged and considered in management plans,” 
the scientists said.

The study looked at pipes in three circumstances and 
documented cases of the pipes causing bird deaths 
in northern New Mexico. In one study area, the 
scientists looked at a 25,303-acre site at LANL. More 
than 100 uncapped, 4-inch open bollards (short posts) 
were examined. About 27, or more than 25 percent, 
of the open pipes contained dead birds. Also within 
LANL, the scientists looked at 88 open pipes used to 
anchor gates. These pipes had diameters of 3.5 inches 
or 4 inches, and 11 percent contained dead birds.

In the third scenario, the scientists conducted a 
preliminary assessment of open pipes on gates along 
a highway on federal land north of LANL; 14 percent 
of these open pipes contained dead birds. This gate 
configuration—with open pipes anchoring the gate on 
either side—is very common in the western U.S.

Western Bluebirds accounted for 61 percent of the 
identifiable bird species. Other species included Ash-
throated Flycatcher, Acorn Woodpecker, and White-
breasted Nuthatch.

“The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) continues 
to coordinate efforts to pull old mining stakes and 
the USDA Forest Service is fixing outhouse pipes that 
are trapping birds,” said Steve Holmer, Senior Policy 
Advisor for ABC. “But as this study shows, every 
open pipe may be a threat. Many existing pipes still 
need to be capped or removed, and new engineering 
and building standards are urgently needed by all 
land management agencies to prevent the use of open 
pipes in the future.”

While the study analyzed metal pipes used as 
gateposts, very similar plastic or PVC versions are 
also widely used to mark corners or boundaries on 
over 3.5 million mining claims administered by the 
BLM. Nevada has the most mining claims with almost 
1.1 million, followed by Utah (412,000), Wyoming 
(313,000), California (311,000), and Colorado (285,000).

A 1993 Nevada law prohibited installation of 
uncapped or uncrimped pipes for marking the 
boundaries of mining claims. However, the law 
did not require removal of old pipes. A subsequent 
2009 Nevada law made any claim still marked with 
open-ended pipe no longer valid. The legislature also 
included a citizen provision that became effective on 
November 1, 2013, which allows anyone to pull up 
open-pipe markers. Some local conservation groups, 
such as Audubon societies, have organized pipe-
pulling parties to legally remove these bird-killing 
PVC pipes.

Federal officials have documented through surveys 
of installed pipes that a single PVC pipe in Nevada 
killed 26 birds and a single pipe in Oregon killed 32 
birds. Small birds apparently see the opening of PVC 
pipes used to mark mining claims as a hollow suitable 
for roosting or nesting or possibly a place to gather to 
pool body heat during migration. The birds enter the 
pipes, only to become trapped because the walls are 
too smooth and/or narrow to permit escape.

“BLM is to be commended for organizing pipe-
pulling programs and increasing awareness of the 
issue with public outreach and wildlife training 
programs. Now the agency needs to deal with 
this issue on a larger scale and take preventative 
actions to end this unacceptable toll on western bird 
populations,” Holmer said.

The American Bird 
Conservancy (ABC) is a 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to conserving 
native birds and their habitats throughout the Americas. 
You can learn more on their website, www.abcbirds.org.

More Evidence That Open Pipes Kill Birds in the West
American Bird Conservancy
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The photo below of an Eastern Screech-
Owl tucked away on a cold winter’s day 
was snapped in Cayuga County, New 
York by a photographer who posts his 
images on Flickr.com under the name 
Seabamirum.

Photo Gallery

The series of three Eastern Bluebird photos at 
left was contributed by William Brown. In notes 
accompanying the images, he says, “The male 
bluebird pictured was feeding honeysuckle 
(Lonicera japonica) berries to his brood. This is 
an invasive species of honeysuckle. He made 
several trips to the nest with these berries. The 
beetles the male has in the other picture are 
rove beetles. The picture of the fledgling was 
taken at the end of July near Dresden, New 
York.”
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Everyone has 24 hours in their day, with some 
control over how they spend their time. On 
average, an adult probably spends more than 

3–4 hours a day watching TV or surfing the Internet. 
It’s nice to unwind, but by volunteering you can 
use some of that spare time to benefit yourself, the 
community, and the environment. Here are some of 
the reasons why people volunteer.

Growth. Volunteering is an opportunity to learn 
a new skill or apply a rusting one. You can gain 
knowledge and training, challenge yourself, check out 
career options, and beef up a resume. Volunteering 
can also be an excuse to do what you love. You can 
tap into a passion that your job doesn’t draw on.

Socialize. Volunteering offers opportunities to meet 
new people that you might not otherwise come into 
contact with. You can make new friends, and be part 
of a team. It offers connections for people who may 
be isolated because they are new to town, work from 
home, or have become empty nesters, divorced or 
widowed. It can help develop mutually beneficial 
networks.

It’s good for you. Edward Brown, author of 
The Healing Power of Service, says “People who do 
volunteer work are much less likely to suffer illness.” 
A number of studies have shown that volunteer work 
can reduce heart rates and blood pressure, combat 
insomnia, enhance immune systems, and lessen 
depression. People who engage in regular volunteer 
work actually tend to live longer.

It makes you feel good. This positive impact on 
health may be associated with the social support 
network and sense of well-being and accomplishment 
associated with volunteering. Scientists have found 
that when volunteers place the interests of others 
before their own, it activates a part of the brain 
that usually lights up in response to food or sex. 
Our brains may be hard-wired for the pleasure 
that generosity brings. Volunteers often experience 
increased self-confidence and self-esteem.

Getting out of the house and your head while helping 
others also buffers stress and enables you to forget 
your own troubles for a while. It can be distracting 
and fun to build bluebird houses with children for 

an afternoon, or head outdoors to monitor a bluebird 
trail.

Give back to the community. Maybe you can’t 
afford to donate large sums of money, but your 
time is just as valuable. Most groups are desperate 
for help. By giving your time and skills, non-profit 
organizations can invest their limited funds directly 
into achieving their mission. You can also be an agent 
of change.

Some tips: 
•	 Consider attending a routine meeting before 

deciding to join up, to get a sense of the groups’ 
goals, priorities, and members.

•	 Some roles have more flexible schedules than 
others. You can always start small by pitching in 
on a short term project.

•	 Be willing to honor your commitments.
•	 Don’t spread yourself too thin—even though it 

may inconvenience others when you need to say 
no, you will avoid being stressed out and not 
being able to deliver.

•	 Don’t bother volunteering for an organization 
that doesn’t appreciate your contribution—there 
are plenty of others that will. (I only take abuse 
from people who pay me, and even then I have 
limits.) One of the nice things about volunteering 
is that it’s by choice.

There are volunteer opportunities for people of all 
ages and backgrounds. As they say, anyone who 
thinks they are too small to make a difference has 
never spent the night in bed with a mosquito. You 
can stuff envelopes; help maintain a trail; work on a 
research project, newsletter or fund raiser. or become 
a board member. Options related to environmental 
protection or nature include working with a local 
conservation commission, open space organization, 
land trust, wildlife management organization, or 
public park. Most openings do not require any 
technical ability—just an interest, and willingness to 
learn and contribute.

This article was originally published in The Woodstock 
Villager of Woodstock, Connecticut. Bet Zimmerman 
Smith is a NABS board member and creator of the bluebird 
website sialis.org.

Do Good, Feel Good
Bet Zimmerman Smith
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The practice of placing nestlings from one 
nest into the nest of another female of the 
same species is referred to as wild-fostering, 

and is a tactic that should only be used by wildlife 
rehabilitators to raise abandoned nestlings. 
Unless you are a licensed and permitted wildlife 
rehabilitator, you should not attempt to initiate wild-
fostering yourself for the following reasons. 

If one or both parents are dead, there may be 
infection, disease, or parasites in the family, and it’s 
possible the nestlings and nest are contaminated. 
Moving nestlings from one nest to another can spread 
the disease and leave all the birds worse off than 
before.

The addition of hungry mouths to feed can also put 
undue stress on the foster parents. Eastern Bluebird 
nestlings, for example, require insects every 20 
minutes, and even with both parents helping out, 
the effort can be exhausting. Too many nestlings 
leaves adults susceptible to illness and predation. 
In addition, for wild-fostering to be successful, the 
orphaned nestlings must be placed with a foster 
family of the same age. More than a single day’s 
difference in either direction, and the foster parents 
may reject the new nestlings. Trained rehabilitators 
are better able to match the nestlings in need with 
a foster family that will accept them and that can 
handle the added stress, or to raise the nestlings in a 
captive facility until they can be released.

The most important thing to remember is that the 
nestlings may not need their mother. In most altricial 
bird species, both the male and female care for their 
young (except hummingbirds). If one parent dies 
the other parent will often 
continue to care for the 
nestlings. If your nestlings 
are at least a week old, they 
have enough feathers to keep 
themselves warm at night, 
and no longer require their 
mother’s brood patch to 
survive. Bluebird males help 
in the raising of nestlings, 
and members of previous 
broods may give some 
assistance too (particularly 
in Western Bluebirds), so it’s 
quite probable the nestlings 
are being fed even without 
the female.

Before you take any action:
Monitor the nest from a distance to see if it is truly 
abandoned (note: parents may not tend to the babies 
if you are too close). Watch the nest for at least a full 
hour, or, if that’s not possible for you, wedge a very 
small stick or weed stem in the entrance hole and 
return later to see if it remains. If one parent shows 
up during that time, you may choose to put out food 
(e.g., waxworms, mealworms) to help the remaining 
parent, but no further action is required.

If no adults have shown up during that time, the nest 
itself will need to be checked. Are the nestlings still 
alive? Are they feathered? Are they begging loudly, or 
are they listless? Take mental notes on their condition. 
Remember that it is illegal under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act for anyone to touch or handle the eggs, 
nests, or nestlings of any native bird without a proper 
permit. 

Contact your local wildlife rehabilitator as soon as 
possible. The rehabilitator will come pick up the 
nestlings themselves or give you careful instructions 
on how to properly bring them in (remember, baby 
birds can die from the stress of being handled, so do 
not handle them unless instructed to do so). Once in 
the care of the wildlife rehabilitator, the nestlings will 
be examined, warmed, and fed. If the rehabilitator 
does choose to wild-foster your nestlings, rest assured 
they are in the hands of trained professionals, and 
every step will be taken to ensure both nestlings and 
foster family are safe. If you cannot find a wildlife 
rehabilitator in your area, call your state wildlife 
agency for guidance. Do not try to raise the nestlings 
yourself. Remember, while it’s natural to want to lend 
a hand, it is also extremely important for baby birds 

that they do not socialize 
with humans at a young 
age, as this can interfere 
with their normal learning 
and make it impossible for 
them to survive in the wild.

This article originally 
appeared on the website of the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s 
citizen science project, 
NestWatch (http://nestwatch.
org). It is reprinted here with 
permission.

When and How to Help Nestlings
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you no longer need, NABS would like to 
receive it as a tax-deductible charitable donation.

To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will have your 
vehicle, boat, RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it will be evaluated 
by experts. A determination will be made regarding what should be done to 
maximize its selling price, thereby resulting in significantly higher value than it 
might otherwise generate so you will receive the maximum tax benefit allowable 
by U.S. law. For tax purposes you, the donor, will receive a formal Certificate of 
Donation complying with all State and Federal requirements for authenticating 
your donation to NABS, an IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and other native cavity nesters!

Discouraging House Wrens
Kent Hall

House Wrens will destroy the eggs of any 
species nesting in their territory. So, the best 
solution for wren predation is to move boxes 

away from low, brushy vegetation. But that is difficult 
to do in many cases. Another technique we have 
used discourages wrens from using our nestboxes. 
First, it should be noted that wrens build “dummy 
nests” in multiple boxes, apparently to eliminate 
competition from other 
species. To compensate 
for that behavior, our 
76 monitors remove any 
sticks in the nest for week 
#1 and week #2 and then 
wire open the boxes for 
a week. This approach 
discourages wrens from 
nesting in our “dummy 
boxes.” The majority 
of our boxes are then 
abandoned by wrens for 
their “reproductive boxes” 
and other species move in 
to nest. If, at any time, the wren hen selects one of our 
boxes (as evidenced by building a cup in the nest), 
we allow the hen to lay her eggs and continue with 
her reproductive cycle. We see this “management 
approach” as a compromise between false and actual 
nesting of this species. It should also be noted that 
wrens are four times as common as Eastern Bluebirds 
in Wisconsin. So, for those who think this approach is 

seriously affecting wren populations, it is not! Finally, 
to use this approach successfully, the doors should be 
opened as widely as possible as wrens will regularly 
build in a house with a partially open door. 

Does this approach work? This season our Audubon 
Bluebird Trail (ABT) produced 0.16 wrens/ box, 
whereas the statewide trails (other than in ABT 

boxes), averaged 0.53. 
Statewide boxes averaged 
more than three times the 
number of wrens fledged 
as in ABT boxes. These 
are hundreds of boxes 
that could have fledged 
bluebirds or other cavity-
nesting songbirds. Our 
approach works.

Kent Hall has served on 
the board of the Bluebird 
Restoration Association of 
Wisconsin (BRAW) for 11 

years, and served as BRAW’s data collection coordinator 
for 9 years. He is a professor emeritus of biology at the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

This is an excerpt from Kent’s 2014 report on BRAW’s 
data, which was published in Wisconsin Bluebird: 
Newsletter of the Bluebird Restoration Association of 
Wisconsin, Inc. It is reprinted here with permission.
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The Eastern Blue
Shirley Farmer

Through dimmed and leaking eyes that stared
And mottled lungs that hacked,
a foot above the bed’s headboard
A double hung window, as a matter of fact,
which framed a tree to interact.

The winter limbs like iron poles
secured neither bud nor leaf,
Wait, wait she would for that Eastern Blue.
His chirp would grant relief
to her days becoming brief.

Spring woke the tree with a robin tweet,
Remember that song, she called to the wall.
The chime was fine, but the Eastern Blue
was the only one with the secret call.
She loved that Blue Bird after all.

March and April and finally May
She saw, no heard, from that hollowed hole
the Thrush’s Cheer-Cheer and Tur-a lee.
That Boy Blue had plumbed her soul,
Teetering with a prescient rock and roll.

That enchanting summer, that last summer
The Blue and She had superpowers.
“When I am gone, Blue, remember them,
my dust on your wings, and I’ll not cower
when I dress for my final hour.”

Red and Yellow, the leaves sure shed
“Over the Rainbows”floating to ground.
“The Blue Bird of Happiness” peeped through the glass
To see his lady give no sound.
Then took to wing like a mini-hound.

Flit and flit and flutter and flit
He is the sign to each her six.
Sky on his back, red earth on chest.
But a vicious Starling clipped his chicks
And sent the Eastern to the mystics.

Could this be why those Blue Passerines,
flash past my eyes in Buddha’s Zen.
Like Dorothy my wish is strong
to click my heels and see again
My mother, not her Auntie Em.

NABS member Shirley Farmer writes, “I wrote this poem for my mother who passed some years ago and loved the 
bluebird. A bluebird is engraved onto her memorial bench, and she asked us to watch for bluebirds, for they would 
be her sign.”
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Large mealworms now available!
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The Last Bluebird?
Bob Tamm

NEWS ITEM: Despite its best efforts, it is with great 
regret that the Bluebird Restoration Association of 
Wisconsin (BRAW) has joined the North American 
Bluebird Society in officially announcing yesterday 
that the last living bluebird known in North America, 
a male affectionately named “Bob,” has died in 
captivity at the Milwaukee County Zoo of natural 
causes. Concerted, exhausting, year-long efforts to 
find a female mate for Bob by several ornithological 
groups nationwide have proved unsuccessful—
dooming Bob, and more importantly, the species 
Sialia sialis, the Eastern Bluebird, to extinction, 
joining the Western and Mountain Bluebirds, which 
suffered similar fates within the last five years….

This of course, can’t really happen, can it? It’s a fairy 
tale.… After all, Eastern Bluebirds are pretty common. 
Well, not in the city, but plenty in the country, right? 
And those Western and Mountain Bluebirds, well, 
they’re sort of common too… you just have to know 
where to look for ‘em….

NEWS ITEM: Sept. 7th, 1936 – Tasmania has 
announced that “Tassie,” the last living Tasmanian 
Tiger, died in captivity at the Hobart Zoo of natural 
causes. Tassie was, of course, not a tiger at all, 
but was the largest known carnivorous marsupial 
of modern times, and the last living Thylacine 
(Thylacinus cynocephalus—“dog-headed pouched 
one”) on earth. Hunting—including bounty hunting—
poisoning, and habitat loss were critical reasons for 
its eventual demise.

Some of you older folks may remember “Song of the 
South,” a Disney classic from the 1950s. In it Uncle 
Remus happily sang: “Mr. Bluebird on my shoulder… 
it’s a thrill, it’s actual—everything is satisfactual.…”

No wonder Uncle Remus was happy… he was one of 
the lucky ones who actually saw one—because in the 
1950s, the bluebirds’ numbers were already declining 
fast. So much so that, to most people, they were only a 
distant memory.

NEWS ITEM: Sept. 1, 1914 – The Cincinnati Zoo has 
announced that “Martha,” the last living passenger 
pigeon on earth, fell from her perch—dead at the age 
of 29. It brings to an end the species that not long ago 
numbered in the billions.

The great naturalist John James Audubon wrote in the 
fall of 1813: “As I traveled on, the air was literally filled 
with pigeons. The light of noonday was obscured as by an 
eclipse… Before sunset, I reached Louisville, Ky., where 
pigeons passed in undiminished numbers, and continued 
to do so for three days in succession. The banks of the Ohio 
were crowded with men and boys, incessantly shooting at 
the pilgrims, which flew lower as they passed over the river. 
For a week or more, the population fed on no flesh other 
than that of pigeons—and talked of nothing but pigeons.”

Ah, but those news reports were from a century ago! 
It can’t happen again.… Many of us may find solace 
in that old saying, “We’ve come a long way, baby!!!” 
Perhaps… but George Santayana, a poet, philosopher, 
essayist, and novelist born in December 1863, also had 
a much revered old saying: “Those who fail to learn the 
lessons of history are doomed to repeat them.”

NEWS ITEM: Feb. 21, 1918 – The Cincinnati Zoo has 
announced that “Incas,” the last living Carolina 
Parakeet in existence, has died. Only months earlier, 
its mate, “Lady Jane,” the last living female Carolina 
Parakeet, also died. This latest species extinction 
comes less than 4 years after the passing of “Martha” 
at this very same zoo. Martha was the last living 
passenger pigeon on earth.

A wistful note from out the sky,
“pure, pure, pure” in plaintive tone,
As if the wand’rer were alone,
and hardly knew to sing or cry.

But now a flash of eager wing,
flitting, twinkling by the wall,
And pleadings sweet and am’rous call –
Ah, now I know his heart doth sing!
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O bluebird, welcome back again,
Thy azure coat and ruddy vest
are hues that April loveth best –
Warm skies above the furrowed plain

The farm boy hears thy tender voice,
and visions come of crystal days,
With sugar-camps in maple ways,
and scenes that make his heart rejoice!
	 —from John Burroughs’ “The Bluebird” (1871)

NEWS ITEM: “In 1927 there were 13 known 
Heath Hens surviving—all on Martha’s Vineyard 
(Massachusetts). By 1929, there was only one lone 
male left. Scientifically and practically, he died 
many times before his actual death, for, as a whole 
bundle of clippings testify, he was mourned with each 
succeeding season that showed him still surviving, 
but alone, with no possibility of any kindred 
company.” —Boston Globe
*** “Booming Ben,” the last of the Heath Hens, was 
last seen on March 11th, 1932, on his traditional 
lekking grounds near Martha’s Vineyard Airport. His 
remains have never been found.

“We Americans have recklessly wasted our national 
assets in the past, but now there has come a change. 
There is sound economic reason for protecting 
our birds; and in addition there is ample reason 
for protecting them simply because they add 
immeasurably to the joy of life…”
	 —Theodore Roosevelt (1915)

REPORT – Cornell U. Lab of Ornithology: “In the 
Spring of 1924, ornithologist Arthur Allen, founder 

of the Lab. of 
Ornithology 
at Cornell 
University, was 
traveling with 
his wife, Elsa, 
in Florida when 
they decided 
to check out 
an alleged 
sighting of an 
Ivory- billed 
Woodpecker. 
Ivory-bills had 
not been seen 
for several years. 
The Allens 
managed to find 

a pair and decided to study the birds by observing 
them, but elected not to camp nearby for fear of 
disturbing what might be the last nesting pair. Much 
to their dismay, a pair of local taxidermists got a 
permit and shot the birds legally while the Allens 
were away….

“The good Lord set definite limits on man’s wisdom, 
but set no limits on his stupidity—and that’s not fair!”
	 —�Konrad Adenauer, German Chancellor 1949 

to 1963, in The Churchman Jan. 15, 1957

Excerpt from Alan Kelly’s 1903 book, Bears I Have 
Met—and Others, Chapter 2, “The Story of ‘Monarch”: 
“Early in 1889, the editor* of the San Francisco 
newspaper sent me out to catch a Grizzly. He wanted 
to present to the city a good specimen of the big 
California bear, partly because he believed the species 
was almost extinct, and mainly because the exploit 
would attract attention to his newspaper.”
*Note: the editor was William Randolph Hearst

“Monarch,” the last California Golden Bear in 
captivity, was euthanized in 1911 after spending 22 
years in captivity. His stuffed body can be viewed at 
the Academy of Sciences at Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco. The last wild California Golden Bear was 
shot and killed in Tulare County in August, 1922.

“Since colonial times, the bluebird has been a national 
favorite and a welcome harbinger of spring. Featured 
more frequently than any other bird in American 
poetry and in the lyrics of our popular songs, it 
has now in the days of its scarcity become almost a 
creature of legend. The Eastern Bluebird—now so 
scarce that most people under 30 have never seen 
one—surely is one of the loveliest and most appealing 
of North American birds. Its extinction remains a real 
possibility, but a determined rescue campaign has 
been mounted in this country and Canada.”
	� —Lawrence Zeleny, Ph.D (Founder, North 

American Bluebird Society) National 
Geographic Magazine, June 1977

Extinction… it’s an ugly word, and a very sad word—
but it unfortunately is part of the world we live in. 
I chose only a few representative species for this 
article—space limitations would prevent me from 
going on and on…. But I could have! I can at least 
mention a few more: the Laysan Rail—gone since 
the early 1900s from this small Hawaiian Island… 
much of its habitat ruined by the introduction of 
rabbits. Or the Eskimo Curlew, long gone because 
of unlimited hunting. The Great Auk? Its only 
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“problem” was that it couldn’t fly, and was fairly 
tame—easy targets for hunters back in the mid-1800s, 
when the last living pair was killed by two Icelanders 
on Eldey Island, near Iceland, on July 3, 1844. The 
mated pair was found incubating an egg, which was 
smashed by a third person. Then there’s the Dusky 
Seaside Sparrow, and the Labrador Duck, and the 
Bachman’s Warbler, and the Imperial Woodpecker, 
and on—and on—and, sadly, on. By the way, you can 
see some archival footage of a living Laysan Rail by 
going to YouTube. If you Google Heath Hen Video, 
you can watch recently released vintage footage of 
Heath Hens in the wild; the footage was filmed in 
the very early 1900s. Google Tasmanian Tiger for 
more archival footage of the last known (caged) 
specimen of this extinct marsupial. In all cases, it is 
so fascinating to watch, but at the same time, I felt 
so very sad and, in a sense, ashamed—to see these 
creatures alive and moving—yet now gone forever.

In one of my Powerpoint presentations, I ask the 
audience what grade you would assign to humans 
in regards to their “guardianship” of the countless 
species given to their care since God gave us 

“dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth” (Genesis 1:28). Most of the audience will 
answer with a resounding “F.” But recently, one gal 
raised her hand and said she’d give us humans about 
a “D” or “D+.” Why? Because she recollected that we 
HAVE learned something over the past years, and 
many folks ARE doing their best to help endangered 
species, as opposed to contributing to their demise. 
For example, Whooping Cranes ARE being helped 
and their numbers have increased, albeit slowly. Ditto 
for the California Condor…. and of course, let’s not 
forget Sialia sialis! And, yes, there are others! Hence, 
her grade was NOT complete failure. I mentioned to 
her at the time that that was a refreshing point of view 
—and let’s hope we have MORE success stories in the 
future!

Finally, about the headline at the beginning of this 
article.… Let’s hope it never becomes a reality. 
Thanks to the major rescue effort—as stated by Dr. 
Zeleny—by so many bluebirders out there, our 
beloved bluebirds are not on the endangered species 
list, much less the dreaded “E” (Extinct) list. Hardly is 
that a reason for complacency, however. Going back 
to the Heath Hen—for a short time their numbers 
actually increased due to bans on hunting and the 
preservation of breeding habitat. And with the 
establishment of a Heath Hen Reserve on Martha’s 
Vineyard, it actually became a tourist attraction—with 
the population around 1910 growing to about 2,000 
individuals. But shortly thereafter, severe winters, 
poultry disease, and a devastating fire (1916) proved 
to be the final downfall. Alas, all the “feel-good” 
stories about the Heath Hen’s comeback were history! 

In 2014, let us renew our commitment to 
helping our bluebirds, and ALL native 
cavity nesters, so we don’t EVER have to 
use the “E” word when their names are 
mentioned.

Bob Tamm lives in Muskego, Wisconsin, and 
when he isn’t monitoring his bluebird trails he 
enjoys writing.

This article originally appeared in a slightly 
different format in Wisconsin Bluebird: 
Newsletter of the Bluebird Restoration 
Association of Wisconsin. It is reprinted here 
with permission.
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BluesNews

Avian Election Results. Residents of Vancouver, British Columbia, recently had an opportunity to show 
their appreciation for birds as the city sponsored a contest to select its official City Bird for 2015. Voters cast 
ballots online for their favorites of the six candidates: Anna’s Hummingbird, Varied Thrush, Pacific Wren, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Pileated Woodpecker, and Northern Flicker (note the strong representation by 
cavity-nesters). The winner, with almost 278,000 votes out of the more than 700,000 cast (!), was the Black-
capped Chickadee. The species will be featured in materials promoting Bird Week, May 3–10, an event 
designed to heighten awareness of the role of birds in healthy ecosystems.

Biotechnology company bluebird bio develops gene therapies to treat 
diseases. According to their website: “The Eastern Bluebird is known to be 
a symbol of transition and renewal as well as a competitive and disciplined 
bird—all traits that are well aligned with bluebird bio’s culture and passion 
for transforming the lives of patients and their families.”

Happy Birthday, Duck Stamp! The U.S. Federal Duck Stamp recently celebrated 
its 80th birthday. The stamp, which each year features original artwork of a different 
duck or goose species, including cavity-nesters, was introduced in 1934. It must be 
purchased by any hunter wishing to hunt migratory ducks and geese. The humble 
little stamp, originally priced at just $1, has become one of the greatest conservation 
success stories as more than $800 million has been raised. Those funds have gone to 
acquire and protect more than 6 million acres of wetlands.

Bluebirds Everywhere

Cindy Cornett Seigle posted this interesting 
image on Flickr.com with little information 
other than its location: Indiana. An online search 
leads one to the Blue Bird Baking Company of 
Mitchell, Indiana—apparently, the bakery was 
located on this road. Sadly, the company went 
out of business in the 1970s.

“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird 
images and the word itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr. Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see 
what bluebirds you can find!

The 1968 stamp featured the cavity-
nesting Hooded Merganser

Cliff Johnson captured this artsy sign for 
The Bluebird Restaurant in Logan, Utah.

Canada’s Bird Nursery. A recently issued report documents the critical value of 
Canada’s boreal forest for birds. Each year, 1–3 billion birds of more than 300 species 
spend the summer in the forests and bogs of the region. This 1.2 billion acre “bird 
nursery” supports more than 80% of the Western Hemisphere’s breeding populations 
of cavity-nesting Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, American Three-toed Woodpecker, 
Black-backed Woodpecker, and Boreal Chickadee. Preserving this region is one of the 
bird-conservation community’s highest priorities. To learn more, and to read the report, 
visit the website of the Boreal Songbird Initiative (www.borealbirds.org).
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Are Shrinking Tree Swallow Populations Linked 
to Shrinking Tree Swallows?
Some populations of aerial insectivores—birds 
that capture insects in flight—have shown marked 
declines in recent years, especially in the northeastern 
U.S. Attempts to explain these declines usually 
point to declines in insects as a result of widespread 
pesticide use in agriculture.

The Tree Swallow is one species that has experienced 
population declines. In a study of 400 nestboxes in 
southern Quebec over the 2005–2011 period, nestbox 
occupancy declined from about 75% to about 55%. At 
the same time, female Tree Swallows lost weight—
the average weight of females declined steadily over 
the course of the study. On average, females were 
8% lighter in 2011 than in 2005. That may not sound 
like much, but females need sufficient body mass 
to withstand the rigors of breeding, and dropping 
that much weight jeopardizes a female’s chances 
of successfully raising young (and her chances of 
surviving the breeding season).

The cause of this decline in weight is not clear. The 
intensity of agricultural practices near particular 
nestboxes did not seem to affect the amount of weight 

lost, so it does 
not appear to be 
related to changes 
in insect abundance 
(although the 
intensity of 
agricultural 
operations did have 
a negative effect 
on the number of 
young fledged). 
Instead, it may 
be that factors on 
the Tree Swallow 
wintering grounds, 
or during migration, 
may be responsible. 
Unfortunately, at 
this time we know 
so little about 
migration and 
wintering of this 
species (and other 

aerial insectivores) that it is nearly impossible to 
identify the specific problems with any certainty.

As is often the case with research projects, this one 
raised more questions than it answered. It is only 
through continued study that we can find answers to 
such questions, and protect the birds we all love.

Sébastien Rioux Paquette, Fanie Pelletier, Dany Garant, 
and Mark Bélisle. 2014. Severe Recent Decrease of Adult 
Body Mass in a Declining Insectivorous Bird Population. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 281:20140649.

How Many Insects do Purple Martins Eat?
Another aerial insectivore exhibiting widespread and 
long-term population declines is the Purple Martin. 
To really get at the root of the problem of these 
declines, conservation biologists need some basic 
information about the affected species. It might seem 
as though we know a lot about birds, but there are 
plenty of glaring gaps in our knowledge.

One thing that might help in conserving aerial 
insectivores is basic knowledge about their eating 
habits. Jeff Kelly and his colleagues set out to answer 
the very basic question, how much to Purple Martins 
eat? Kelly built a mathematical model based on 
things we do know about martins: population size, 
reproductive rate, breeding success, survival rates of 
adults, survival rates of first-year birds, annual rate 
of population change, and daily energy needs. Much 
of this information came directly from Purple Martin 
landlords, or from research that was facilitated by 
their stewardship of martins. In addition, Kelly added 
data about the average size of martins’ insect prey 
and its average energy content. 

Plugging all of this information into a mathematical 
model yields these conclusions:

•	 The North American population of Purple 
Martins eats about 412 billion insects per year.

•	 The highest daily consumption occurs in late 
July, when martins eat 1.7 billion insects per day.

•	 The annual take of insects weighs 115,860 metric 
tonnes (about 127,800 U.S. tons).

•	 The late-July feeding frenzy adds up to about 484 
metric tonnes (534 U.S. tons) per day.

Research Review
A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity Nesters

Scott W. Gillihan
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Unfortunately for humans, and contrary to popular 
belief, martins eat few if any mosquitoes. Still, that’s a 
lot of bugs!

Jeffrey F. Kelly, EIi S. Bridge, Winifred F. Frick, and 
Phillip B. Chilson. 2013. Ecological Energetics of an 
Abundant Aerial Insectivore, the Purple Martin. PLoS ONE 
8(9):e76616. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0076616.

Northern Flicker Use of Cavities Outside the 
Breeding Season
Geolocators are small devices with a light-sensitive 
“eye” and a tiny data-storage unit that compiles 
readings on the amount of light reaching the unit. 
The geolocators are small enough to be attached to 
a bird without interfering with flight or access to 
tree cavities. Geolocators have been used to identify 
the wintering grounds of long-distance migrants—
daylength varies with latitude, and solar noon (the 
midpoint between sunrise and sunset) varies with 
longitude, so an analysis of the daily light levels 
collected by the geolocator will give a pretty good 
approximation of a bird’s location on a given day.

But Elizabeth Gow and her colleagues realized that 
geolocators could also lend themselves to recording 
the daily use of cavities by woodpeckers. Periods of 
sudden darkness recorded by the geolocators would 
indicate that the bird is in a cavity.

They attached geolocators to Northern Flickers that 
are part of a migratory population—these birds travel 
from their breeding grounds in British Columbia to 
wintering areas in the U.S. and northern Mexico. As 
it turns out, flickers spend many nights roosting in 
cavities, all year round—a total of 60–90% of nights. 
Most surprising is that migrating flickers are able to 
locate cavities to use while en route between breeding 

and wintering grounds—a total of 50–90% of nights. 
Finding a cavity to use on short notice in unfamiliar 
terrain must be quite a challenge, but flickers manage 
to do it regularly.

Elizabeth A. Gow, Karen L. Wiebe, and James W. Fox. 2014. 
Cavity Use throughout the Annual Cycle of a Migratory 
Woodpecker Revealed by Geolocators. Ibis doi: 10.1111/
ibi.12206.

Mistletoe Helps Bluebirds, Bluebirds Help 
Mistletoe
Oak mistletoe (Phoradendron villosum) is a parasitic 
plant that grows on various oak species in the western 
U.S. Female plants produce small fruits that are 
an important food item for Western Bluebirds in 
winter. Over time, the bluebirds and mistletoe have 
developed an interesting relationship, one that exerts 
strong influence over the distribution of each.

Western Bluebirds in coastal California maintain 
territories year round. In winter, the territories are 
occupied by whole families, including many of the 
young that hatched that summer. In the spring, sons 
that were born the previous year on territories with 
abundant mistletoe establish their own territories 
within, or adjacent to, their parents’ mistletoe-rich 
territory. Sons that were born on territories with poor 
mistletoe resources disperse away from the area. 
The location and size of territories are related to the 
distribution and abundance of mistletoe.

In turn, the distribution and abundance of mistletoe 
is related to the bluebirds, which pass the mistletoe 
seeds through their digestive systems and deposit 
them on or near favorite perches within the family’s 
territory. The end result is clusters of Western 
Bluebird territories around clusters of abundant 
mistletoe, which persist over time because the 
bluebirds keep “planting” it within the territory, 
which in turn keeps 
the bluebirds close by.

Ethan A. Wilson, Patrick 
J. Sullivan, and Janis 
L. Dickinson. 2014. 
Spatial Distribution 
of Oak Mistletoe as It 
Relates to Habits of Oak 
Woodland Frugivores. 
PLoS ONE 9(11):e111947. 
doi:10.1371/journal.
pone.0111947.
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The North American Bluebird Society serves as 
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, 
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other 
native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state, 
provincial, and regional bluebird organizations 
to become NABS Affiliates in a confederation 
of equals working together in a partnership in 
international bluebird conservation. No cost is 
associated with affiliating with NABS. Your 
affiliated organization will be listed on the NABS 
website and in Bluebird. If your organization 
has a newsletter, please forward a copy to our 
headquarters. To find out more about becoming 
a NABS Affiliate, read our Affiliate Letter. Notice: 
If you are listed below, please check listing to 
see if it is current. If not, please send correct 
information to Phil Berry at pbsialia@gmail.com and 
info@nabluebirdsociety.org.
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society

Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59 Ave.
Olds, Alberta T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-556-8043
rreist1@shaw.ca
www.canadiannaturenetwork.ca

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
P.O. Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477
403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca

M�ountain Bluebird Trails 
Conservation Society

Gwen Tietz
P.O. Box 401
Lethbridge, AB T1J-3Z1 - CANADA
403-317-1252
gwen.tietz@gmail.com

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Jim Janssen
83 Forfar Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-855-4451
jans33@sbcglobal.net

Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart Smith
#2 Up and Down Lane
Paget DV 03, Bermuda
441-777-9856
smitty@ibl.bm
www.bermudabluebirdsociety.com

British Columbia
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team
Rebecca Mersereau
841 Ralph Street
Victoria, BC  V8X 3E1 - CANADA
250-383-3224
rebecca.mersereau@goert.ca
www.goert.ca

Sou�thern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
Ray Town
P.O. Box 277
Logan Lake, BC V0K 1W0 - CANADA
250-523-9474
info@bcbluebirds.org
www.bcbluebirds.org

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA  95014
408-257-6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org

Pal�os Verdes South Bay Audubon Society
Nancy Feagans
2010½ Pullman Lane
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310-483-8192
nancy@pvsb-audubon.org
www.pvsb-audubon.org

Southern California Bluebird Club
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
www.socalbluebirds.org

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720.482.8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
303-973-1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.com

Tampa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 320025
Tampa, FL 33079
www.tampaaudubon.org

Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Leah Dunn & Michele Christ
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
ldboise@gmail.com
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org

Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208-782-9676


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Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67  Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431
fowest@custertel.net

Illinois
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Loren Hughes
1234 Tucker Beach Rd
Paris, IL 61944
217-463-7175
lghughes@joink.com

Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.jdcf.org/guardians

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org

Indiana
Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
P.O. Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812-988-1876
360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
Karen Smith
7369 Caldwell Lane
Avon, IN 46123
317-513-6403
Karen12208@aol.com
www.hendricksbluebirdsociety.info

Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
P.O. Box 134
Rensselaer, IN  47978-0134
219-866-3081
ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579
jaclynhill@netins.net

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
P.O. Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712-624-9433 h
712-527-9685 w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134
jcmwalt@infionline.net

Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-426-7500
philip.tamplin@gmail.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs

Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Emily Winners
126 Winegart Lane
Lecompte, LA 71346
318-776-5356
emilywinners@msn.com
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org

Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
John Weinrich
P.O. Box 548
Damariscotta, ME 04543
jweinrich@roadrunner.com
www.midcoastaudubon.org

Manitoba 
Friends of the Bluebirds
Herb Goulden
3407 Rosser Ave.
Brandon, MB  R7B 2P9 - CANADA
204-728-8370
ggoulden@mts.net
www.mbbluebirds.org/

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Kathy Kremnitzer
19305 Deer Path
Knoxville, MD 21758
301-662-7818
Griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Jonathan E. Lutz, Executive Director
P.O. Box 15249
Lansing, MI 48901
www.michiganaudubon.org

Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
P.O. Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
JENean Mortenson
507-332-7003
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com
Carrol Johnson
507-649-0126
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org

Missouri 
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473
steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org

Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Tom Anderson
5532 Sandhill Road
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-535-2132
sandhill@midrivers.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com

Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@hotmail.com 
www.bbne.org

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Frank V. Budney
173 Carolyn Road
Union, NJ 07083-9424
908-687-2169
908-797-6016 (cell)
dbdown@aol.com
www.njbluebirdsociety.org

New York
Bro�nx River - Sound Shore Audubon 

Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531
www.brssaudubon.org
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Mic�hael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-652-9137
princessprism@yahoo.com

NY State Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 W. Richmondville Rd
Richmondville, NY 12149
518-294-7196
bernerkl@gmail.com
www.nysbs.org

Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com

North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ray Welch
401 Farmbrooke Lane
Winston-Salem, NC 27127-9218
336-764-0226
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-466-6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918-806-2489

Ontario 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge , ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-620-0744
info@billreadsbooks.com
www.oebs.ca

Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
P.O. Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Dean Rust
253 Brook Farms Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
JULY7DS@aol.com
www.thebsp.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Jim Burke
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-644-0235
jimburke271@gmail.com
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Tennessee
Bluebirds Across America
Farrell Roe
95 Hayes Branch Trail
Jackson, TN 38301
731-424-6161
roerockingr@aol.com

Tennessee Bluebird Society
Chuck James
119 Talah Way
Loudon, TN  37774
865-458-6904
tnsialia@gmail.com
www.tnbluebirdsociety.org

Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423-346-3911
amyredmon@hotmail.com

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
P.O. Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Jill Miller
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org

Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540-373-4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org

Washington
Puget Sound Bluebird Recovery Project
Susan Ford
P.O. Box 1351
Poulsbo, WA 98370
707-287-5749
susan@pugetsoundbluebird.org
www.pugetsoundbluebird.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
P.O. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-876-1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org

Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-344-0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org

Blu�ebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
1210 Oakwood Ct
Stoughton, WI 53589
608-873-1703
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org

Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
14953 State Rd. 23
Darlington, WI 53530-9324 
lafayettecountybluebirdsociety@yahoo.com



A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Terry & Vicky Larkin
Lordi Marker

Family Foundation

Hendricks 
County 
Bluebird 
Society

Christopher A. 
Silva (bequest)
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Renew Today!  Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Date _________________
o New Membership    o Renewal    o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________   for:

o 1 Year   o 2 Years   o 3 Years   o 4 Years			   Name: __________________________________________
			   Household	 Single Person
Subscribing		  o $30		  o $20			   Address: ________________________________________
Supporting		  o $50		  o $40
Contributing		  o $85		  o $75			   City: ____________________________________________
Guardian		  o $110		  o $100
Life			   o $500		  o $500			   State / Province: ______    ZIP: ______________________

Organization		  o $50					     Phone: __________________________________________
Small Business		  o $50
Corporation		  o $125					     Email: __________________________________________
A+ (for Affiliate members only)		  o $15
       Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________
       NOTE: Multiple years are not available for “A+” — this membership type must be renewed annually.

Additional Donation
o $30	 o $50	 o Other __________

o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa	 o MasterCard

Card #__________________________________

Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________

Expiry: ________   Signature: ______________________________

Total amount paid/charged to credit card: __________________

Where did you learn about NABS? __________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.

Payment must be in U.S. funds.
   Mail to: �NABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844, 

Bloomington IN 47407
An online membership form with payment through 
PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org


