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Sialia means bluebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, sialia is the
Latinized, neuter plural version of the Greek
word sialfis, a noun meaning a “kind of
bird.” Since the Eastern Bluebird was the
first bluebird classified by Carolus Lin-
naeus (1707-1778), he gave it the species
name sialis, though he placed it in the
genus Motacilia which is now reserved for
the wagtails. It was William Swainson
(1789-1855), who, in 1827, decided that the
bluebirds needed a genus of their own with-
in the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
the generic name Sialia which he simply
adapted from the species name sialis which
Linnaeus had used. Therefore, the scien-
tific name for the Eastern Bluebird is Sialia
sialis (proncunced see-ahl’-ee-ah see'-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Mountain Bluebird, the two other species
within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
fcana and Sialia currucoides (co0-roo-coy-
dees) respectively. Their species names are
descriptive of their locations. All three biue-
bird speaies are native only to the North
American continent, although each in-
habits different regions generally sep-
arated by the Rocky Mountains and by alti-
tudinal preferences.

While the adult birds all show differ-
ing plumages, the young of all three
species look remarkably alike, prominently
displaying spotted breasts and large white
eye rings. This similarity in plumage was
the principal reason the Society chose the
juvenal bluebird for its logo. Since blue-
birds almost always choose to raise their
young in small enclosed cavities, a young
bluebird sitting near a nesting box seemed
to symbolize our mission. The hope of any
species resides in its young. Because of
bluebird nesting preferences, the survival of
their young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a va-
riety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme of bluekird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring one
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme will remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.

Sialia is published quarterly by the North American Bluebird Society,
Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20806-0295. Subscription price is included in
annual membership dues. Single copies: $2.50. Write for information
about bulk quantities. Checks and money orders should be made
payable to North American Bluebird Society and should be in United
States funds. Issues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn and
appear approximately on the fifteenth of January, April, July and October
respectively. Deadline for submission of material is three months prior to
date of publication; dated items only, two months.
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Presidential Points
Sadie Dorber

t was billed as the Thirgd Annua! Bluebird

Festival, 7-8 March, at the Dahlem Envir-
onmental Education Center in Jackson,
Michigan. Perhaps bluebird mania could
also have been used to describe the event. |
had been invited as a speaker and also
would man the NABS booth,

Sheriff Hank Zavislak was t¢ meet me
upon my arrival at Detroit. Since we'd never
met before, Tom Hodgson, Director of
Dahlem, had arranged for each of us to
wear the official pin of the festival, so that
we could ftind each other. Tom had also
mentioned tn a cougle of phone conversa-
tions, that he could arrange to have me
handcuffed as | departed the plane, so |
really wasn't sure exactly what to expect.
The sheriff and his two sons were wearing
their pins, so we had no trouble finding
each other and no, { didn’t get handcuffed.

We were also meeting Danny Clson,
Professor Avian Guano, and another one of
the speakers for the weekend. Fog had
delayed his flight so the four of us spent the
time strolling through the airport and
visiting. Since the sheriff's family are
hirders, we didn’t lack for anything to lalk
about.

| was to be the house guest of Dr. John
and Terri Mciaughlin for the weekend and
my hosts were patiently awaiting my arrival
to go to dinner. After a leisurely dinner we
stopped at Jackson Community College
where the events of the weekend would be
held. The entire field house had been trans-
formed by the many booths of educational,
non-grofit organizations and nature-
oriented artists. The back corner of the field
house was stacked with mountains of
pieces of wood for bluehird boxes which
would be assembled the next day by
anyone intergsted in learning how to build
hoxes.

Saturday arrived as a beautiful, warm
day which I'm sure helped bring out the
3,500 pecople in atlendance. The crowd
could take a leisurely stroll through the
field house to chserve the many displays or
attend the many presentations being of-
fered. These covered many topics:
Kirtland’s Warbkler, Sandhill Crane, grebes,
wolves, moose and, naturally, bluebirds.
Dick Tuttle of Ohio showed the NABS slide
show and after each show found himself
surrounded by a crowd. Many of the ques-
ticns came from new bluebirders and
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others sought Dick’s advice on problems.

The lovely, balmy day not only brought
cut many people, but also brought the return
of the bluebirds. One of the nature walks
sighted a bluebird perched near a box and
the word quickly spread through the crowd.

The field house was a virtual beehive of
activity as people viewed the exhibits, took
guided walks, or constructed their first
bluebird house. With the constant tap, tap
all day long, | was happy to be located on
the opposite end of the field house from the
box builders. By Sunday afternoon, the sup-
plies for boxes had been completely ex-
hausted.

Sunday’s activities weren’t scheduled
to start until noon which gave me the oppor-
tunity to spend the morning looking for a
Sandhill Crane. Dr. McLaughlin had sug-
gested we visit the sanctuary where a few
returning cranes had been sighted. As we
feft the car and started down Lhe trail, we
could hear the cranes calling. The scope
was soon in place and | was thrilled to see
my first Sandhill. During the morning, | was
able to see several more as they flew over or
came in to feed.

With my return to New York, it was time
to get down to the serious business of
cleaning hoxes and getling more trails
started. In early February, | hag accom-
panied Anna Troy and Connie Hart, both
Broome County Park Naturalists, to
Hawkins Pond Nature Area. Hawkins Pond
is a remote county park that is being de-
veloped for wildlife. We had spent the day
on snowshoes laying out the trail with
stakes so that posts could be putin as soon
as the snow cover was gone. While laying
out the trail, we had the opportunity to
brush up on our antmal tracking knowledge.

In March, the three of us again re-
turned to Hawkins Pond with 30 sixth grade
students from Fred Plaumann’s woodshop

(Centinued on page 118)

Sialia, Summer 1987



Experimenting with Raccoon Guards

Joseph R. Sedlacek

Learning experiences go on year af-
ter year on the bluebird trail. In
years past | have had problems with
raccoon predation. Metal conical
guards attached under bluebird boxes
reduce predation, but | find this expen-
sive and time consuming whan having
to monitor more than 180 nest boxes. |
make all my nesting boxes out of scrap
lumber so they vary in width, length,
and depth. | attach a raccoon guard to
each which is a block of wood with a
1 1/2 inch [3.8 cm] hole cut to fit over
the entrance hole of the nesting box.
The thickness of these guards varies
from 3/4 of an inch to 1 inch [1.9-2.54
¢m). This makes the depth of the en-
trance hele anywhere from 1 3/4 inches
{4.45 c¢m] to no more than 2 1/4 inches
[5.72 cml.

In 1885, | decided to try using two
raccoon guards on all 20 boxes on one
of my trails. Eastern Bluebirds and
Tree Swallows attempted to nest last
year, but every box was vandalized by
raccoons. Bluebirds came back t¢ the
area but would not nest in a box with a
double guard. Shorlly after the Tree
Swallows returned, along with the
House Wrens, they occupied the
double-guard boxes without hesitation.
House Sparrows will use them, oo, but
agon't let them. | removed a guard from
some choice boxes and a bluebird pair
returned to nest only once, unsuccess-
fully. A predator such as a snake or
weasel stole the young from the un-
disturbed nest. Nesting material
disturbed in the box and sticking out
the entrance hole usually means rac-
coon predation. Another idea | had was
soon implemented on one of my other
nest box trails. When bluebirds had
eggs or young in a nest box with a
singte guard, | would carefully attach
another guard. My main concern then
was whether the pair would re-enter
through the double guard. It some-
times tocok them 10 minutes to inspect
the situation, but they would always
enler the box.
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Most satisfying was the fact that
no raccoon predation took place in the
double-guard boxes. If you should try
this technique, please be sure that the
bluebirds will re-enter the box because
all pairs react in different ways.

In 1886, four pairs of bluebirds pro-
ved this by nesting or attempting to
nest in boxes with double raccoon
guards. Single guard boxes and pairs
of nesting boxes (one with a single
guard and the other with a double
guard) were set uo in the same area.
Pairing of nesting boxes allows only
one pair of Tree Swallows 10 nest in
one of the paired boxes while leaving
the other one open for bluebirds. | try
to put the extra guard on the side that
the Tree Swallows take and walt for the
bluebirds to have eggs or young before
deciding what to do. Single nest box
number 13 with a double raccoon
guard measuring just under 2 1/2 in-
ches in depth produced four fledgling
bluebirds. This pair went t0 a single
guard paired nest box set for their se-
cond brood producing three fledglings.
At the other end of this trail, | captured
and banded a temale bluebird breoding
three eggs in single nest box number 6
with a double guard (depth measuring
2 7/8 inches) [7.3 ¢cm] on 26 July. The
return trip on 8 August showed no eggs
or young in an empty, undisturbed
nest.

On another nest box trail, the third
pair of bluebirds made a complete nest
with no eggs laid in double nest box
no. 21 on 18 June. The depth of this en-
trance hole measured just under 2 3/4
inches [6.89 c¢cm]. On 18 July, the nest
was still empty with the pair of blue-
birds staying around the nest site. Cn 9
August, | cleaned out this nest after
not seeing the pair around. The fourth
pair of bluebirds was trying to decide if
they were going to nest in the single
guard side (double box no. 55) or the
double guarg side (double box no. 56)
of a pair of back to back nesting boxes.
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Double nesting box number
55 (left) has a single rac-
coon guard while number
56 (right) has a double
guard.

Photographs by Joseph R. Sedlacek

Double box number 56 with two guards which
totaled 2 11/16 inches [6.83 cm].



On 3 May, one egg was laid in double
box no. 55. This nest was very tall so |
removed some of the nesting material.
Double box no. 56 had the double
guard with a depth of 2 11/16 inches
[6.83 cm] and contained a bluebird nest
with no eggs. | returned on 26 May to
capture and band the female brooding
five eggs in double box no. 55. Closer
inspection of the nest revealed that a
new nest of five eggs had been built on
top of five uncracked, speciled eggs. |
removed the five bad eggs and a little
of the nesting material. | ¢cleaned out
the unused nest in double box no. 56
and carefully removed the extra guard
and placed it on double box no. 55. The
depth of this opening was changed
from 1 1/2 inches [ 3.8 cm] to 2 1/4 in-
ches [5.72 cm] but watching from a
distance showed the pair entering
without too much hesitation. Nearing
this site on 14 June, | was amazed to
see a femalte bluebird fly out of double
box no. 56. | inspected this box finding
a new nest with four eggs, thus making
this her third brood. Examining double
box no. 55 proved to be another mistfor-
tune with two wnole eggs and some
cracked ones remaining in the dis-
turbed nest. | heard a House Wren in a
nearby thicket, assumed it was the
culprit, and cleaned out the messed-up

nest. Since there was no sign of rac-
coon predation on the entire trail, |
decided to leave the single guard in
place on double box no. 56. Returning
on 28 June, the temale popped out of
double pox no. 56 with the young beg-
ging for more food. | quickly banded
the four healthy-looking offspring
which were about 12-14 days old and
returned them to their nest. Again, | felt
the best decision was to leave the nest
boxes without changing the guards.
Double box no. 55 contained nothing
on this visit. Almost a month went by
before arriving in the nest area on 26
July. | spotted the pair and four tledgl-
ing bluebirds searching for food. Dou-
ble box no. 56 was cleaned of the flat,
used nest while double box no. 55 re-
mained empty.

It was a good feeling to see this
family of bluebirds and know that ac-
tions must somelimes be taken on the
bluebird trail in hopes of having greater
success. A lot of time and effort has
been spent on this project producing
good resulls. Better results should
follow in the years to come when more
experimenling will take place. 5l

226 Myrtle Ave.
Johnson City, NY 13790
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The Oblique Vent

Harold S. Pollock

For drier nest boxes try using oblique air vents. These are circular
holes drilled at an upward angle of about 45° to the side surface instead of

the usuat 90°,

To drill an obligue hole in a side piece, clamp it to a bit of scrap wood

and to the top of the work bench with the bottom of the side parallel to the
front edge of the bench. With a suitable drill bit in the drill chuck (|l use a 3/8
inch [.95 cm] bit) start the drill perpendicular to the surface. As soon as it
begins to hite into the wood, lower the drill so that it points toward the top
and makes an angle of about 45° to the surface, then complete the hole.
When the box is assembled and sitting on its base, the holes are inclined
upward from outside to inside with sufficient slope to exclude moisture
under all normal wet weather conditions.

To save time, stack several (up to six) right-hand side pieces on top of
one another. Each top edge should be set back a distance equal to the side
thickness. Clamp to the piece of scrap and to the hench top. Then drill
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through the sides in one operation. Repeat for an equal number of left-hand
side pieces.

Oblique vents may be used with any type of nest box and, because
roof overhang is no longer required, they may be drilled in the back of the
box as well as in the sides without fear of water ingress. The number of
holes to use will depend on iocal average summer temperatures, but two or
three 3/8 inch [.95 cm] holes per side should be sufficient. Note that air
streams entering the box are directed toward the roof and so subject the
nestlings to less draft than otherwise would be the case.

While oblique holes take a little longer to drill, the end result should be
well worth the extra effort. |

104-225 Bellevilie St.
Victoria, B.C. VBV 4T9
B S 1 SRR (Vi A P B L L S0 A, W b T bt = =N = i Sy |

Adopt a Highway Program

Photograph by Harry Krueger

In Texas we have a program calied “‘Adopt a Highway.” All organiza-
tions that are approved by the Texas State Highway Department are
responsible for a twice yearly cleanup alond a portion of a highway. Be-
tween the two signs which indicate the 2.4 miles adopted by the North
American Bluebird Society, | have placed 15 bluebird nesting boxes along
the fencerow adjacent to the road.

On 25 April 1987 all across the entire state people will participate in
the annual Texas Trash-Off. On this day about 10 people from this area will
be supplied with orange safety vests, trash bags, and trucks provided by
the highway department to pick up the filled trash bags that volunteers
have set along the road from their assigned areas. Statewide media
coverage will record this activity; we hope the North American Bluebird
Society will be included in the reporting. —Harry Krueger i

Route 2, Box OR28
Ore City, TX 75683



Albinistic Eastern Bluebird
Rob Tucher

In the middle of the summer of 1986 |
observed and photographed a phe-
nomencn that has been recorded in
scientific literature fewer than 30 times
in the last 200 years. John Trott, an ac-
complished natural history photog-
rapher and resident naturalist at the
Madeira School in Greenway, Virginia,
suggested that | fly down to the area
where he grew up to attempt to get
some phetographs of an unexpected
quirk of nature. John gave me the
names, places, times and ¢ther infor-
maticn that | would need which left
nothing for me t¢ do but to make flight
reservations. | flew to Charlotte, North
Carolina, and drove out to a place near
the community of Red Cross to be
shown a rare albinistic Eastern
Biuebird by its discoverers, James and
Anabel Speight.

I was thrilled t¢ see such a rarity
and to have the chance to make some
pretty unusual photographs. The bird,
at first sight, had the ever-so-typical
stance of a bluebird. Everything in
sithouette said “"Eastern Bluehird” but
two obvious characteristics kept my
brain from routinely checking off one
more bluebird. This bird, whose
species comes by its name in a more
ogvicus and appropriate manner than
most, had startlingly white plumage
and eyes like shimmering red marbles.

James and Anabel Speight and
their two sons have spent a lot of time
outdoors in the central part of southern
North Carolina, but such a white bird
was a first for them. Naturally, they
were puzzled at first when they saw a
white bird on 18 May 1986. Was it an
escaped canary or something similar?
Their confusion was eased when they
saw this albino being fed by the local
pair of Eastern Bluebirds. Consultation
with Mrs. Elizabeth Clarkson of Wing
Haven Gardens and Bird Sanctuary in
Charlotte revealed that it was, indeed,
an Eastern Bluebird with a recessive
characteristic known as albinism.
Many species can display albinism in-
cluding crows, deer and even people,
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PholograanA by Rob Tucher

The albinistic bluebird which fledged
from James and Anabel Speight’s box,
QOakboro, North Garolina.

yet the frequency of occurrence varies
from species to species and it is con-
sidered rare in biuebirds.

Nobody knows what happened to
this albino. |t disappeared that very
same day. Albinos seem to have less
chance for survival because of other
traits that seem to accompany the
albino genes—poor eyesight is the
most common. They are also much
more visible to predators and can be
regarded as “untouchables” by others
of their kind. The albinistic bluebird
disappeared largely unappreciated but
miraculously, on 13 July, James
Speight saw another albino in the
bluebird nest box from which the first
had fledged. It shared the box with its
two normal siblings.

This second albin¢ fledged on 18
July after its two nest mates had
already left. A week later | was in North
Carolina meeting the Speights for the
first time, enjoying their generous
hospitality, and photegraphing a rare
phenomenon that will live in my mind
for a long time. ]

Table Rock Farm
Eagle Valley Road
Sloatsburg, NY 10974
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Mrs. Elizabeth Clarkson of Wing Haven Gardens and Bird Sanctuary,
Charlotte, North Carolina, holding the albinistic Eastern Bluebird recently
fledged from the Speight’s box.

a8 Sialia, Summer 1987



SIALIA SAVORS SUNFLOWER SEEDS

Joyce Duncan

| have never heard or read any-
thing about bluebirds eating sun-
fiower seeds, but my bluebirds do.
And they relish them! | use the
shelled meats on my feeders.

In May 1985, ! saw a male blue-
bird on one of the backyard feeders.
He appeared to be eating the
seeds, but | paid scant attention un-
til | saw him a second time, again
apparently eating. Curious, |
checked the feeder 10 see if it was
infested with bugs. There were no
insects of any kind. At his next visit
to the feeder | was ready with bino-
culars, | verified that he was, in-
deed, eating the sunflower seeds.
But why? Insects are plentiful on
our farm and we have hundreds of
berry-producing shrubs, trees,
vines, and weeds.

This bird was, at the time, car-
ing for five fledglings from the first
brood while his mate was busy with
a second nesting. | could only sur-
mise that he was tired from his
family responsibilities and was
looking for an easy meal.

| decided tc put more appro-
priate focd on the feeder to help
him ocut. | placed measured
amounts of raisins, cornbread, and
chepped peanuts on the feeder. He
ignored these and continued to eat
the sunflower seeds.

In time, his fledglings de-
scended from the treetops and
joined their father at the feeder. He
stuffed sunflower meats in their
gaping mouths and they begged for
mecre. When the youngsters even-
tually became independent, they
continued 1o visit the feeder fre-
quently and gulp a few seeds on
their own.

The habit persisted; througn
fall and winter several bluebirds
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were eating regularly at the
feeders. In the summer of 1986, at
least two of our four pairs of nest-
ing bluebirds were regularly using
the feeders.

This past winter has shown a
remarkable increase in feeder use
by the bluebirds. Every bluebird on
the place seems to be feeding on
the sunflower seeds. They chase
the cardinais and other birds off
without hesitation,

| would like to hear from any
other individuals that may have had
a similar experience or that have
witnessed bluebirds ealing sun-
flower meats, so that | may tally the
results and report it to this publica-
tion. This could open new doors for
bluebirds struggling to survive a
harsh winter in more northern
climates. | would urge readers who
feed bluebirds to mix sunfiower
meats with your berries, raisins, or
whatever 1o get them to acquire a
taste for them. [ |

148 Hwy. 247 Spur
Kalhlegn, GA 31047

NABS to Mark Tenth Year

To mark the North American Blue-
bird Society’'s tenth year, we are con-
sidering reprinting, in one or several
issues, some of the most helpfull/sig-
nificant articles from our first decade.
We would appreciate suggestions from
our readers. Send a postcard to Editor
J.K. Solem, 10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel,
MD 20707, listing no more than five ar-
ticles from Sialia you would choose to
have included. |
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“On the Trail” is intended to provide succinct information about bluebird and cavity nester
trails. Let us know what is happening on your trail. Send trail reports, unusual observations,
publicily efforts, efc., to the editor, 10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurei, MD 20707.

GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA—The North Carolina Bluebird Society is now in
its second year with 304 members statewide. The ¢rganization publishes a newslet-
ter, they have prepared an informational brochure, and they co-sponsored a work-
shop with a state agency. The autumn newsletter listed the first statewide nesting
results which were 1831 bluebirds fledged from 597 boxes. For more information,
write to N.C.B.S., P.O. Box 4191, Greenshoro, NC 27404.

RED DEER, ALBERTA—The Kerry Wood Nature Centre staff at Waskasoo Park has
coordinated an “Adopt-A-Nest Box Trail” program with several local Scout and
Guide groups. Boxes for this urban nest box trail were constructed by a local Scout
trocp. They have alt been "adopted” and are now being monitored regularly. Box oc-
cupants are Tree Swallows and House Wrens.

HOT SPRINGS VALLEY, ARKANSAS—A donation was made to NABS by the Hot
Springs Valley Audubon Scociety to honor member Wayne Tice for the fine work he
has done as Bluebird Committee Chairman for the group.

CARE, MICHIGAN—The 55 boxes on Harry Clark’s trail in Tuscola County produced
67 bluebirds in 1986 which was comparable to his 1985 results. Sixteen boxes were
used by House Wrens and 12 by Tree Swallows.

INVERMERE, BRITISH COLUMBIA—Jon Bjorgan, 16, has been atding the biuebirds
since the age of 9. His trail of boxes and the knowledge he has gained became the
basis for a science fair project in which he won the overall Aggregate for East
Kootenay over 437 other exhibits. This enabied him to compete in the Canadian Na-
tional Science Fair in Calgary. NABS awarded him a Certificate of Appreciation for
his work.

AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA—Thanks to the unflagging efforts of Col. Jehn Kiser
and numerous cooperators, the Augusta Bird Club can document an increase in
bluebirds in their area. The 1968 Christmas Bird Count tallied three bluebirds; 1986
hit an all-time high with 144, Recently, the Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Project con-
firmed bluebirds in 13 of the 15 gquadrangles in the county (two are mountainous
which would not be prime bluebirg habitat). In 1986, 84 monitors reported 1,249
bluebirds fledged from 401 toxes. A local lumber mill donates lumber; Col. Kiser
provides hardware and constructs the boxes. They are sold for a nominal $5.00 with
the proceeds enabling some youngsters to attend nature camp. Over 1000 boxes
have been distributed, but a major problem is getting people to monitor them and
report the results. Each autumn, Kiser contacts over 200 people for their nesting
results. |



Sam Jones of Andrews, North Carolina, makes and decorates with oil
paintings bluebird nesting boxes before giving them away. He has made
and painted over a hundred boxes in the last few years using a variety of
flowering plants along with the Eastern Bluebird although he finds the
dogwood blossoms seem to be the most popular. Besides being a NABS
member, Jones has been atiending meetings in the iocal community for
the “Bird Brains,” a group formed t¢ build and place nesting boxes and
feeders in the town to call attention to Andrews being named a bird sanc-
tuary. Of his decorated boxes he notes, “l don’t imagine that it makes
any difference to the birds, but the bird enthusiasts seem to like themn.”
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Pholograph by The Andrews Jourral pholographer
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Female Bluebird Competition
For Nesting Boxes

Jewel and Frank Chaplin

We have bluehird nest boxes on
the north and south sides of our house
which are about 150 feet apart. The
house is in the middle of a one and a
half acre yard with scattered gum, pine
and maple trees and is surrounded by
dense mixed woods. Over the years we
have observed that the bluebirds keep
thelr young in the yard for a few hours
after fledging and than they take them
hack into the woods for protection and
feeding. The adults return to the yard in
ten to fifteen days with the young fol-
lowing a few days later. The south box
has been in place for about eight years
and has consistently produced two to
three broods of Eastern Bluebirds each
nesting season, The north box was add-
ed a year later as an alternate chaice or
as a site for nesting by other birds
such as Tufted Titmice and Carolina
Chickadees.

In late March of 1886 a Carolina
Chickadee occupied the north hox at
the same time that an Eastern Bluebird
occupied the south one. Both success-
fully fledged broods, the chickadse on
2 May and the bluebird on 9 May. Fol-
fowing the usual pattern. the bluebirds
disappeared on 9 May.

Presumahly a different pair of
bluebirds (we do not pand and cannot
identify individual birds) started build-
ing a nest in the north box on 18 May.
When the hox had one egg on the 23rd,
Jewel witnessed something we had not
seen before. In mid-afterncor a female
bluebird attacked the female occupy-
ing the north box. They flew at one
another pecking and beating each
other with their wings. This went on un-
til they both became exhausied at
which point they would flop down on
the ground and rest for a few minutes
before renewing their struggle. All the
white a lone male watched the pro-
ceedings. but made no move to in-
terfere. The contest went on with rest
periods for about 15 minutes when the
combatants flew up on our roof and

continued the struggte. The male
followed but sat and watched from a
distance. After another 10 or 15
minutes all three flew to a clump of
trees and disappeared from view. Late
the same day a bluebird appeared at
the south hox The nest in the north
box was deserted and no dead bird was
ever found

On the following day, 24 May, a
pair of bluebirds started a nest in the
south box. They fledged four young on
2 July. Then, right on schedule, anather
bluebird couple started a nest in the
north hox on the following day, the 3rd
Thus at no time were there
simultaneous nests in the two boxes,
but one nest followed the other inrapid
succession, (See tabulation.)

Bluebird Nesting Schedule

North Box South Box
Butlt 27 March
Fledged ¢ May
Built 18 may

Evicled 23 May
Built 24 May
Fledged 2 July
Built 3 July
Fledged 8 August

We are familar with and have
often witnessed territorial wars,
sometimes preceding nesting by as
much as a month, in which the female
bluebird frequently plays an important
part We had never before witnessed
an eviction from an establishad nest hy
another female We surmise that the
femaie, returning from tending her
young in the woods, was enraged to
find that her territory had been in-
fringed upon by an interloper and pro-
ceeded o set the matter right. ]

Rt. 2, Box 290-A
Blounts Creek, NC



QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

All | get in my two boxes are House
Wrens. If the wrens get in first, will the
bluebirds just stay away? Do the
houses have to be cleaned or do the
birds take care of that?

Robert A. Lenox
Coloney, New Jersey

In your area bluebirds usually
start to nest about the middle of
April, while House Wrens start two
cr three weeks later. This gives the
bluebirds socme advantage in the
competition for nesting sites. Even
s0, the wrens will often interfere
seriously with the bluebirds by
puncturing their eggs and causing
them to desert their nests. Blue-
birds are rarely able to evict wrens,
once the wrens have taken posses-
sion of a nesting box.

The best solution to the wren
problem is to mount bluebird
boxes in open areas as far as pos-
sible from shrubbery and under-
brush.

We recommend that ali nests be
removed from nesting boxes and
the boxes cleaned as soon as pos-
sible after the young birds have
left their nests.

One fellow in our area reported two
nests of bluebirds lost to ants last
season, He tried several things with lit-
tle success. Any helpful suggestions
would be appreciated.

Lorne Smith
Ontario, Canada
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Ants in a nesting box are readily
killed with a pyrethrin spray. This,
of course, is a potentially hazar-
dous procedure when there are
eggs or nestlings in the box. If it
should be necessary tc spray
under such circumstances, the
2ggs or nestlings should be care-
fully removed before the nest is
sprayed and then replaced as soon
as the fumes from the spray have
dissipated.

Ants can usually be keptout of a
nesting box by applying a narrow
band of Tree Tanglefool® or
similar products to the pest sup-
porting the hox. These are sticky
substances intended for use in
bands around the trunks of trees to
keep down destructive crawling in-
sects of various kinds.

The flying squirrels have taken over
all my bird houses. What should | do?
Mrs. Harold C. Glass

Vienna, Virginia

Flying squirrels can usually be
kept out of nesting boxes by
mounting the boxes at least six
feet above the ground on smooth
metal poles and far encugh from
trees to prevent the squirrels from
“flying” to them. If the poles are
not guite smooth, it may be
necessary to use predator guards
on them. i
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SUMMER OF MY BLUEBIRDS

Mary Reeves

About five years ago we moved
into a lake community outside of
Eaton, Ohio, near the indiana border.
We had not seen bluebirds since we
had been stationed at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas, some 13 years ago. We
were pleasantly surprised to spot them
in the cove where we were building our
new home.

My husband put up an olg bird
house given to us by a netghbor and we
were overjoyed when a pair of blue-
birds moved right in and slarted a fam-
ily. Only two birds fledged and after
cleaning out their nest, the pair again
started to build and laid three eggs. We
were broken-hearted when House Spar-
rows moved in and destroyed the eggs.

Several springs were (0 pass
before we had another pair looking
over our neighborhood. My husband
had bwlit and distributed about &0
boxes and a bluebird trail was started
here in Lakengren in conjunction with
the local garden clud.

Around 10 July we noticed a pair
of bluebirds checking cut our boxes
and finally settling for the same loca-
tion as the previous pair, just 10 feet
outside our back deck. They started {0
bring n nesting materials and five
days later we found two beautiful blue
eggs nestled in the bottom. Two days
later there were four eggs and the
female was sitting on the nest. The
weather grew very het and humid with
temperatures up around 100 degrees.
We could see that the female’s beak
was open in an attempt to stay cool. It
was very touching to see the male tird
bringing her food and standing guard
in the tree nearby. They were very pro-
tective of their nest and had to fight off
the sparrows many times.

We checked the box around 30
July and found that the eggs had
hatched; the adults were now busy
feeding the nestlings and removing

94

fecal sacs. | kept a diary of the events
that took place and really kept my eyes
open for any predators.

We didn’t want to bother the nest-
iings as they got older; around the mid-
dle of August we noticed their little
heads poking out the enirance hole.
The parents would land in the tree
gdirectly opposite the box with food in
their beaks and we could actually hear
them talking to the babies. They
seemed to be coaxing them out of the
box. We figured it was time 1o fledge
and patiently waited for them to solo.
The first fledgling finally put his head
all the way through the hole and flew
directly to the roof where the father
was perched. Baby bluebird number
two was finally coaxed out. He flew to
the ground and then to the tree where
the mother sat. Bluebird number three
was the largest and he took off non-
stop for the trees behind our house. We
waited for some time for number four
to come out but he was taking his time.
He must have made it because when
we checked the box it was empty. We
had witnessed something unusual and
wonderful. | will always call it the
“Summer of My Bluebirds.” L]

199 Plunder Cove
Eaton, Ohio 45320

P AR N TR Y e S P
WANTED: Back Issues of Sialia

Many new members and libraries de-
sire complete sets of back 1ssues
which we are unable to supply. The
following issues are needed: Volume
1:1.2; Volume 3:2 and Voiume 4:2. Mail
these back tssues to headquarters and
claim a $2.50 tax deduction for each.

North American Bluebird Society

Box 6295
Stlver Spring. MD 20908-0295

Sialia, Summer 1987



CANADIAN NESTING BOX REPORT 1986
Calgary Area Bluebird Trails

Calgary area bluebird trails passed
the 1000 nest box mark in 1986 with
more than 1043 boxes on 485 miles of
line which fledged more than 1875
Mountain Bluebirds and at least 2215
Tree Swallows.

The highlight of 1986 was, un-
doubtedly, the major snowstorm of 14
May. The storm provided sufficient
mgisture for the remainder of the
season, a contrast from the jast two
years which were dry. It did cause a de-
crease, however, in the number of blue-
birds for the year, particularly second
broods. All monitors reported a
decrease in second broods and some
had none at all. Ray Woods provided
some hatching date statistics for 6
June to show that the storm delayed
the season for the bluebirds on his
trails. By 6 June, 1984, eggs in 89% of

nests had hatched; in 1985 eggs in
57% of nests had hatched and in 19886,
3% {one nest). Blake Stillings reported
“about 8% second broods, rather than
the 25% | had come to expect.”

Often, in seasons when the num-
ber of bluebird nests is down, the
number of Tree Swallow nests goes up.
This was definitely not true for 1986 as
Tree Swallow production was down
even more than bluebirds (—-5% for
number of bluebird nests and —13%
for number of Tree Swallow nests).

George Blundun reported three
cases of squirrels getting into his
boxes. Zoltan Gulyas suggested that
putling tacks around the edge of the
hole would prevent the squirrels from
enlarging the hole and getting into the
box.

Photograph by Kay Morck

Kay Morck’s backyard after the Calgary area snowstorm of 14 May 1986,
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Blake Stillings reported a case
where deer mice had built a nest over
the top of a bluebird nest. He removed
the mouse nest; later, the bluebirds
returned to fledge two young.

The first maie bluebird reported in
the area in 1986 was not only seen but
photographed by Jean McCullough on
11 March on her Longview Trail.

Blake Stillings reported nine blue-
bird young in box number 42 of his
Westbrock Loop. He found the pair
very tame and no other adults in the
vicinity so he is quite convinced that
they were the pair that fledged the
nine. His previous high was eight.
When he first observed the nest with
nine eggs, Tree Swallows were nearby
s0 he set up a second box for them, but
they did not use it.

Occasionally, one hears of female
bluebirds fighting. Kay Morck observed
two Mountain Bluebird females en-
gaged in battle which she described as
follows:

On the way home from my third
check on 19 May, | parked opposite the
“Wing Guard” box in which there were
seven bluebird eggs—the same num-
ber that had been there on 12 May. Two
pairs of bluebirds were flying about.
While sitting in the car, | noticed that
the two females had engaged in a
furious duel, apparently over the nest
in that box. It was the battle of the
bluebirds: in the air above the shrub-
bery, between the branches and down
onto the ground where one gpinned the
other down by the scruff of the neck.
The fight went on for some time with
rmuch fluttering until the final episode
in which the persistent and dominant
female held the other one down on the
ground in the grass for a considerable
time. Finally, the fluttering ceased and
one of them flew away.

The victorious female then flew
back and forth to the box and claimed
it by going in, but not before being in-
tercepted by the male several times.
He did not appear to accept her which
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made me think that she was not the
original female in that box. She con-
tinued flying back and forth to the box
and entering it in no way giving up her
efforts to possess it in spite of the
male. She even followed him when he
made several wide circles over the ad-
jacent fields. He, oo, went inta the box
and, when he did so, she went in after
him—he came out in a hurry.

The next time | went out on 6 June
there were not seven eggs but only five
and on 16 June five young had hatched.
By 23 June the five young were fully fea-
thered and ready to fly. When | removed
the nest 7 July, | found two addled eggs
beneath the nesting material.

Kay also had late Tree Swallows
nesting. She feund two fully feathered
young in one of her boxes on 20
August.

Don Stiles reported a case on his
East Didsbury Trail where one nest had
five Tree Swallow eggs and three blue-
bird eggs. Tree Swallows raised all
eight young.

The paired boxes that Blake Still-
ings and Don Stiles monitor continued
to be used at a pace similar to the last
two years. Stillings had 14 cases and
Stiles 8 in which bluebirds nested in
one box and Tree Swallows in the
other; they each had a single box used
by bluebirds while Stillings aise had
four used by Tree Swallows only, one
with swallows in both and one in which
swallows and wrens shared the pair-
ing. Of the pairs where bluebirds and
swallows were present, both monitors
found all the bluebird nests to be suc-
cessful.

Don Stiles and Ray Woods banded
434 Mountain Bluebirds and 289 Tree
Swallows. George Loades’ totals were
234 and 394. Twelve bluebirds and 14
swallows were recaptured. A highlight
was the recaptlure of a Tree Swallow,
banded as an adult by Woods in 1983,
and recaptured each year since. This
bird has always been within one mile of
its banding site.

This report
Deonald J. Stiles.

was compiled by

Sialia, Summer 1987



Seventh Annual Mountain Bluebird Trail Report
Lethbridge, Alberta

Table 1. Occupancy of Nesting Boxes on the Mountain Bluebird Trail, Lethbridge,

Alberta, 1986.

Nesting boxes available . .. ... .. ... ....
Boxesused by bluebirds. . . ............
Bluebirdeggslaid ....................
Bluebirdsfledged ....... .. ... ... .....
Bluebird nestlings banded ... ..........
Biuebird adultsbanded. .. ...... .. .....
Sterileeggs ....... ...
Tree Swallownests . ... ....... ... ... ..
Tree Swalloweggs ... .. ... .. ... ..
Tree Swallows fledged .. ..............
Wrennests .. .. ... ... .
Mountain Chickadeenests. . ...........
Mountain Chickadees fledged ... .. ... ..
Total number of boxesused .. ..........

T estimaled

Forty-four monitors helped collect
the 1986 data. A record high of 37 band
recoveries dating back to 1982 clearly
provided evidence of bluebird territor-
iality. Six monitors have their own per-
mits to band and we hope more will
qualify in the near future.

Bluebirds arrived in the Lethbridge
area on the record early date of 27 Feb-
ruary. For the second year in a row,
second broods were exceptionally
scarce. Broods of seven were few, but
we did have five clutches of eight, four
of which successfully fledged eight
birds.

Recreation, Parks and Wildlife
Foundation, along with Fish and Wild-
life, for the sixth year contributed to
our trail expenses. We are gratefu! for
their support which enables us to cover
a wider area than would otherwise be
possible.

This report was compiled by Dun-
can Mackintosh.

Manitoba
J.B. Thomas of Hartney, Mani-
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toba, reported that his 150 nesting
boxes fledged 217 Eastern Bluebirds,
110 Mountain Bluebirds and more than
350 Tree Swallows. Hazel A. Bowie of
Souris reported a total of 49 boxes
from which 152 Mountain Bluebirds
fledged along with some Tree
Swallows and House Wrens. Mrs. T.H.
Dillon of Hamiota listed three boxes of
22 occupied by Mountain Bluebirds for
16 fledged while 19 boxes were oc¢-
cupied by Tree Swallows.

Saskatchewan

The only report received from Sas-
katchewan was that of Mary |. Houston
of Saskatoon whose 216 boxes fledged
397 of which most were Mountain
Bluebirds; however, two nestings of
Eastern Bluebirds produced nine birds.
Thirty-nine boxes were used 49 times
by Mountain Bluebirds with 18 double
nestings. Five boxes were used by Tree
Swallows and then by Mountain Blue-
birds; the reverse was true in a single
instance. Tree Swallows nested in 130
boxes.
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Ontario

The only report from this province
was incomplete, but L.A. Smith had
170 young bluebirds in his boxes in
early June. A major problem he suf-
fered was with cold, wet weather in
May and June. By 3 June he had
counted 69 dead nestlings. Some
deaths might have been due to
blowflies, but the majority he felt were
wealher related.

20 Lake Wapta Rise SE, Calgary, Alberta
T2J 2M@ (Sliles);, 1719 - 9th Ave. So., Leth-
bridge, Alberta T1J 1W4 (Mackintosh); Hart-
ney, Manitoba ROM 0X0 (Thomas); 128
Daphne Ave,, Souris, Manitoba (Bowie); Box
39, Hamiota, Manitoba ROM OTO (Dillon); 863

University Dr., Saskaloon, Saskalchewan
S7N 0J8 (Houston), 65 Sympatica Crescent,
Apl. 408, Brantford, Ontarioc N3P M7
(Smith).

Attention Canadian Trail Monitors: Reports
may be mailed to the Editor, 10617 Graeloch
Rd., Laurel, MD 20707 not later than 15 April
1988. Survey forms which are filed with the
Bluebird Research Committee are included
in this compilation. Qutside the Prairie Pro-
vinces we receive few reports; the lotal for
all provinces is minimal for this kind of
tabulation. There is no way of indicating
trends based on so few returns. Duncan J.
Mackintosh and Donald J. Stiles (both of
Alberia) are 1o be thanked for the major
task they complete in compiling tor their
respective areas of Lethbridge and Cal
gary. |

Note Concerning Mealworms

This is written in response to
Frances Hanes' "'Worms 1o the
Rescue,” Sialia 8(4):142. Here, near
Corvallis, QOregon, several property
owners have been feeding mealworms
to Western Bluebirds for up to eight
years—some year-round, cthers only
during the nesting season or during
prolonged cold, rainy weather.

To cut the cost, we find it much less
expensive to order from a wholesale
“bait’” company in California. Early in
1986, | paid $17.00 for 5000 worms; that
comes to about three for a penny. Les-
ser amounts can also be purchased
from wholesalers who supply schools
or university science departments;
they can be kept alive for several
months and, if necessary, raised in the
home.

Any type of movable feeder or iray
will do in an emergency. In July, it took
a male bluebird, which had never seen
a mealworm or a feeder, about 30
seconds to find the worms in a pimen-
to jar on the patio deck railing beneath
his favorite perch. Where the birds are
fed year-round, Dr. Angeline Cromack
uses a feeder similar to the NABS feed-
er #600. After the nesting season it is
not unusual for birds banded in her
boxes to bring unbanded strangers to
snack at her “table.”

May | suggest that bluebirders NOT
use pillbugs and sowbugs as a food for
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bluebirds. Pillbugs can be the in-
termediate host of the intestinal para-
site Plagiorhynchus (Prosthoryhchus)
formosus, and, at least in our area, the
adult thorny-headed worm is presumed
to cause injury to, and the death of,
some of our bluebirds (see Sialia 2(2):
67-71). ™
Eisie Eftzroth
3595 NW Roosevelt Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97330

Bluebird Banders Wanted

We have received a few additional names
of individuals willing to band blueblrds.
They will be published prior to the next
breeding season. If you are a licensed bird
bander and are willing 10 make yourself
available to trail operators and individuals
in your immediate area who need nestling
bluebirds banded, send your name, address,
and telephone number to Editor J.K. Solem,
10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel, MD 20707.

Trail Directory Additions

If you have monitored a trail of 50 or more
boxes for three years or more and would be
willing to offer advice, tours, or a site for
research give us your name, telephone, ad-
dress, time tours would be possible, and
the county, city and state where your trail is
located.

Mail above information to Bluebird Trail
Directory, NABS, Box 6295, Silver Spring,
MD 20906-0295.

Sialia, Summer 1987



Jernigan Named 1986 Oklahoma Wildlife Conservationist of the Year

-

Photegraph by an Outdoor News pholographer.

Former NABS Board Member Charlotte Jernigan {left) receives the 1986 Wildlife
Conservationist of the Year Award from Odie Haley of the Cklahoma Wildlife Fed-
eration. Her work in the consarvation of bluebirds earned her this award. The
awards serve to recognize and tc show appreciation for significant contributions to
the natural resources and people of Cklahoma. The program is co-sponsored by

Sears, Roebuck and Company.

DISPLAY BOARD

The North American Bluebird
Society now has a display board
available upon request to anyone
interested in promoting bluebird
conservation at public events.

The board is basically self-ex-
planatory and is easy tc assemble.
All pictures and headers easily
adhere to the blue background
with velcro.® The three species of
bluebirds are featured along with
other desirable and undesirable
cavity nesters and suitable habitat.
The board folds easily and fits into
a traveling case thatcan be shipped
via UPS.

This display has been made
possible by permission of many
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photographers iocated across
North America. The Laboratory of
Ornithology, Cornell University,
[thaca, NY, spent time helping in
the picture selection and gave us
permission to have their stides re-
produced. The photographers that
allowed us to use their work were
Art Biale, James Sanford, D.P.H.
Watson, Biil Dyer, Mike Hopiak,
Ken Parks, O.S. Pettingill, H. May-
field, Leroy Crane, John Findlay I,
and Joe Sedlacek. Thanks to all of
you and to President Sadie Dorber
for producing this fine display.
The board may be reserved
from headquarters for a fee of
$10.00 to cover shipping and hand-
ling charges. |
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PLANTINGS FOR BLUEBIRDS
AND OTHER WILDLIFE

Native Rosés

Karen Blackburn

Throughout the nation, in meadows, alongside streams, at the woods’ edge, or in
roadside thickels, lives the lovely “wild rose.” A number of roses are native to
the United States, and all produce the fleshy fruits commonly known as rose hips.
Because these fruits generally remain on the plant throughout the winter months
and are strikingly colorful against a backdrop of snow, they attract hungry birds
when other food supplies are scarce. With snow blanketing many of the northern
states in late April of this year, we are once again reminded of the importance of
plants, such as the rose, which offer life-saving food for bluebirds and other wildlife
when little else is available. The Pasture Rose, one of dozens of native species, is

described below.

Pasture Rose
(Rosa carolina)

Native Range—Nova Scotia to Florida
and west to Minnesota and Texas.

Hardiness—Zone 5.

Habitat—Open woods, pastures, road-
side thickets. Usually in dry soils.

Habit—A small deciduous shrub
reaching a maximum height of seven
feet. Compound leaves are usually
composed of five leaflets.

Fruit and Flowers—Appearing in early
summer, the pink blossoms consist of
five petals and are approximately two
inches in diameter. The one-half inch
red fruits ripen in late summer ang per-
sist through the winter months.

Landscape Value—Fruits and flowers
add color to the landscape. Excellent
for naturalizing.

Culture—Will do well in ordinary
garden soil in full sun. Tolerates dry
soit in partial shade. Propagate by col-
lecting fruits and separating seeds
from the pulp. Seeds may be sown im-
mediately or dried and stored for later
use.

Wildlife Value—A few birds, such as
the Northern Mockingbird, Swainscn's
Thrush and Cedar Waxwing, take the
fruits as a preferred food, but the value
of rose hips lies in their importance as
a winter food for wildlife. Birds that
make use of the fruits of native roses
include the Wild Turkey, Ruffed, Blue
and Sharp-Tailed Grouse, Northern
Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Gray
Catbird, Brown Thrasher, American
Robin, Wood Thrush, Eastern Bluebird,
Philadelphia Vireo, Northern Cardinal,
Evening Grosbeak, American Gold-
finch, Dark-eyed Junco, and Tree, Fox
and Song Sparrows. If planted closely
together, most wild roses will form
dense thickets which provide excellent
nest sites as well as protective cover



for gamebirds and songbirds. A
number of mammals also consume the
fruit, stems and foliage of native roses.

Related Species—Swamp Rose (Rosa
palustris)—Shares similar range but
prefers damp to saturated soils.
Virginia Rose (A, virginiana) is some-
what hardier—to Zone 4. Many other

h,,/%

bt ""
ZONE 1 Below —50°F 32,
ZONE2 -—50°t0 —-40°F o0
ZONE3 —40°10 —30°F =i

ZONE4 —30°to —20°F
ZONES5 —20°10 —10°F

ZONEG6 —10°100°F
ZONE7 0°lo10°F
ZONES8 10° lo20°F
ZONE9 20° to30°F
ZONE 10 30° to40°F

species of rose are native to North
America.

Special Uses—Rose hips are edible,
possess an apple-like flavor, and are
rich sources of Vitamin C. |

Rt. 3, Box 213
Marianna, FL 32446

L Qi

Figure 1. Bardiness Zones for the United States and southern Canada. Temperatures for each
zone are the average annual minimum temperatures. When no zones are menticned with the
plant description, plants are hardy anywhere. If a zone is given, it indicates that plants are
hardy within the zone and in all areas south of it. Factors within zones such as altitude, ex-
posure, soil type, moisture, etc. can create variations. This map was developed by the
Agricultural Research Service of the U.S. Depariment of Agriculture.

A BIRD IN THE BUSH

Karen Blackburn

Coincidentally, a recent report unknown) in his yard. He noted that,

from William D. Sample of Cromwell,
Connecticut, concerns roses, which
happen to be the subject of this issue’s
“Plantings’ ceclumn. Mr. Sample tells
us that during a period of heavy snow
cover in late January of this year,
a Northern Mockingbird was seen feed-
ing on the fruits of a rose (species
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even at that late date, a considerable
number of fruits remained on the plant,
and many were still available for wild-
life when he wrote in April. it is the per-
sistence of these fruits and their
availability in times of crisis which
make roses so valuable to wildlife.
When, instead of “April showers,” a
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region is covered with April snow, wild
fruits which have outlived winter can
very well make the differance between
life and death for many creatures. Such
is the case with the Eastern Bluebird
which, arriving as early as March
throughout much of its nerthern breed-
ing range, is particularly susceptible to
the severe weather of a “late spring.” it
is clear that PRESERVING plants for
wildlife is of as much importance as
planting for wildlife.

We appreciate Mr. Sample’s time-
ly report and invite other readers to
share their observations of plant use
by bluebirds and other wildlife. Please
be as specific as possible including
such information as the name of the
plant {botanical name when known)
and the approximate time of year when
the observation was made. Send your
observations to Karen Blackburn, Rt. 3,
Box 650, Marianna, FL 32446. |
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An Unsuccessful Success Story

Witliam C. Harris

Several years ago, under the direc-
tion of Lil Files and Joyce Marinal, we
started a bluebird ftrail.- About seven
surrounding towns were spotted with
bluebird boxes. It was my luck to have
about 80 boxes in my designated area
of Chelmsford, Massachusetts. | did
not personally monitor all these boxes.
We had several smaller subsidiaries
that were monitored by people in the
area.

In all the ensuing years | never had
a bluebird in my territory. Not even a
sighting! However, during those years
we waged a continuing war on House
Sparrows. Because | was retired, |
semetimes monitored my trail twice a
week. The sparrows’ eggs brought
back in a bucket would make an Easter
bunny sick with envy. | brought home

enough long-stemmed grasses to feed
a horse. All this material went into my
compost pile.

Recently we moved to New Hamp-
shire and here we now have a modest
bluebird trail. Qur war against House
Sparrows continues. Homemade traps
in bird boxes have been highly suc-
cessful while a Havahart trap catches
its share of the culprits.

So, after ail these years, | feel |
have helped Sialia in my own small
way. This past summer | received a
phone call which made my spirits soar.
A lady reported that out of three boxes
i had given her years ago, a pair of
bluebirds had fledged two broods. W

15 Clovercrasi Dr.
Nashua, NH 03062

James L. Williams Memorial Fund Established

The James L. Williams Memorial Fund has been established for the North
American Bluebird Society by Mrs, Jane Williams to commemorate her late
husband’s love and devotion 1o the bluebird. Proceeds from the investment
of the Fund will become part of the grants awarded each year by NABS for

biuebird research.

When the Williamses moved to Ware Neck, Virginia, about lwenty-two
years ago, bluebirds were very scarce in that area. Mr. Wiliiams first started
his own bluebird trail and then built hundreds of nesting boxes which he
gave 1o friends and neighbors. The fruits of his efforts can be appreciated
by everyone visiting Gloucesler County today where bluebirds now abound.

Recipients of NABS' Bluebird Research Grants will extend James and
Jane Williams’ involvemenit in bluebird conservation for years to come.

Sialia, Summer 1987



HUMPFREY

Charlee Lesnett

Qur beautiful pair of Eastern Blue-
birds had successfully fledged four
and had laid four eggs for their second
brood when disaster struck. Prince and
Lady disappeared two days before their
eggs began to hatch. They were not
seen on either the 4th or 5th of July
{1988] and | was watching for them con-
stantly during the day. After dark when
| checked the nest with a flashlight,
there was no adult in the box. When |
checked the nest on the 6th, three eggs
had hatched. Since we still had not
seen the adult bluebirds and realized
that the nestlings would need help, |
immediately got in touch with a li-
censed wildlife rehabilitator who gave
me instructions and directions for
feeding them. We stayed in telephone
contact so she could advise me when
to change the type of food as it became
necessary.

We removed the nestlings from
the nest and started feeding them liver

and egg baby food while keeping a
close watch for either of the parents,
Late in the evenings when the babies
were two days old, we saw Lady strug-
gling along the ground under the fence
headed for her box. She finally made it
to the flower bed in front of the box and
hid under some flowers. She was drag-
ging a wing and could not fly. We care-
fully turned a basket over her and gent-
Iy caught her. She was very hungry and
dehydrated so was willing to eat some
raw ground beef and sugar water. We
tock her to a veterinarian who treats
wildlife and he x-rayed her. The news
was not good. The break was in the
joint and he thought she would not be
able to fly, but he taped her wings and
we brought her home. She continued to
eat and drink, bul over the next four
days, three of the babies, as well as
Lady, died. We buried them together
and then devoted all of our attention to
the survivor.

Humpfrey at one week receiving food on blunt end of a toothpick.



Humpfrey at 11 days.
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Humpfrey's favorite perch was on Stu Lesnett’s head. Photographed 8 August.
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Phnlographé.by G

Humpfrey on 12 August, four days before she flew away.

My daughter, Leah, kept “bird
hours,” getting up at dawn to start
feeding, keeping at this task until dark
when we would put the nestling on the
heating pad in a little margarine tub on
a bed of blue tissue. Because this bird
was the largest of the brood, we as-
sumed it was a male and named him
“Humpfrey.” Humpfrey flourished,
grew feathers, opened his eyes, trav-
eled with us shopping because he had
to eat so often, and started to turn into
a real character—all feathers and per-
sonality. He graduated to mealworms
and fruit cocktail and moved to the
screened room to learn to fly. This
came quickly and after several “con-
trolled crashes” he learned to land
also. We started leaving him out on the
porch at night, roosting in a hanging
potted plant. | would put him among
the leaves at dusk and he would stay
until morning. We scon started taking
him outside for “fly-arounds” up to the
roof and back to the tops of our heads.
A favorite game was flying from one
head to another; the more we laughed,
the faster he flew.
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Then came the first night outside
the house. We were rewarded the next
morning when my husband went for a
walk and Humpfrey flew down and rode
on his head. During all this time Hump-
frey’s brothers and sisters from the
first brood would come regularly and
sit on the fence where they chattered
and called quietiy. | realized that our
time with Humpfrey was nearly over, so
we took him to be banded. The natural-
ist who did the banding confirmed my
suspicions. Humpfrey was a girl!

At about six weeks of age, Hump-
frey stopped coming back to us for
mealworms and joined her flock. The
group comes frequently to sit on the
fence and check the boxes. When | see
them, | step outside and call, “Hump-
frey, where are you?’ She’s there.
She’s the one jumping up and down
“waving' her wings. i

15032 Greymont Dr.
Centreville, VA 22020
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| hear bluebirds...

Shirl Brunell

Part | of this excerpt from Dr. Bruneil’s presentation at the Ninth Annual Meeting of the North
American Bluebird Society in Wagoner, Oklahoma, October 25-26, 1986, appeared in the
spring fssue of Sfala (9(2):68-71).

Like a true parent, | spent a restless night, worrying for their safety out there in the
forest. In my mind, | could see them pressed tightly against each other as they al-
ways had in sleep.

At dawn, | waited breathlessly for 45 minutes for any sign of Samson and Baby
Sister. At 8 am., Samson suddenly appeared and lit on his former hoine. He re-
sponded with light wing flutters but no sound and took little food. We stood and
stared at each other. | moved to the iawn chair. Samson joined me, sitling on the low
end by my feet, looking up at me, trying to tell me something | refused to know. His
velvely orange fluffy feathers fluttered slightly in the soft morning breeze, remind-
ing me in the midst of my worry of his beauty. Samson moved 10 a nearby branch,
and occasionally dropped for a bite of food. | stood a moment to turn my chair a bit
and immediately Samson came down to my shoulder as if to say, “Don’t go.” Again,
| talked to him in whispers but he did not respond. | asked him if he would go find
Baby Sister. | asked him if he could tell me where she was. | asked him if she had run
off with another little boy. He looked so littie. He locked so forlorn. That was the
longest he had ever stayed on my shoulder. | tried not to read any meaning into it,
but he knew and | knew that it always had been Baby Sister who came to me first
and lingered the longest. Suddenly, | found myself pacing the grounds in search of
Baby Sister. Samson followed me every step, hopping from branch to branch. We
met back at their home. He sat on the ledge of the freedom window and locked into
my face, then into their home, then back into my face, quiet and searching. How
could | explain to him about loneliness. What could | say 1o a baby bluebird 1o make
him understand his playmate was gone. | did not know how to endure the pain for
that little bird sitting alone, for the first time, alone, his sweet, faithful companion
gone forever. For the first time, he was not playful.

All day in my office, children asked me about my baby birds. While holding back
tears, | repeatedly heard myself say, "Samson is hunting bugs in the trees and Baby
Sister is free—she is forever free.”

After work, Samson quickly came to me and hesitantly took food, still not utter-
ing his sweel babyish delightful squeal just before each bite. Several times he came
and sat on the top of the lounge chair and | could feel him against my hair. Occasion-
ally, he dropped to the ground for a bug or insect. At the last light of day and with the
moon’s reflection growing brighter, littte Samson hopped onto my hand over my lap,
looked at me for a moment, then charged into the air and to the top of the antenna
high over the roof top where he and Baby Sister had played and played. Suddenly,
he broke forth into forlorn calls, crying out again and again and again at the world as
if crushed in anguish for his Baby Sister. These were the first sounds he had made
in atl those hours. As quickly as he had risen onto the roof top, he dropped into the
bed of a tree against a barren limb and remained quiet. | tucked himin as lovingly as |
knew how, my voice quivering and withdrew to my home.

At 5 the next morning, | awakened, tears on my cheeks, determined to break
his heartsick silence. At 5:15 a.m., Samson dropped onto my arms, again uttering no
sounds. Continuously, | petted him with my vaice, trying to nurse him back into re-
sponse, but he remained listless and silent. Words poured out from my very soul as
if driven with a need to fill baby Samson’s every cell with enough nourishment some-
how to bring him back to life. | begged him in every way | knew how to go forth and
slay dragons and chase butterflies and ford rivers and mold castles in the clouds and



dowhatever he had to to get to next spring where he could take with him all his under-
standing of Baby Sister’'s vulnerability and her depth of living to share with his own
baby bluebirds. | told him if he could do that, he could make Baby Sister live jorever
through generations of bluekirds to come. Startling even to myself, suddenly in a
whisper | began to sing, “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” He leaned into the air and
glided off my shoulder and into the protective oak tree. | tried to draw some humor
from this but a tear came instead.

Another wind storm jolted me into consciousness the next morning. My first
thought was of that tiny creature alone outside. He had been yanked by his frail baby
neck to the door of his nesting box by nature gone wiid and flung from his parent
onto the cold ground seven feet below, and survived. He lay next to his dying sib-
lings when he was five days old with blood speckling the corner of his broken mouth
and he survived. He watched his Baby Sister's death and carried his burden of grief
alone. And then, without explanation, he was expected to bend to the ground with
trees tossed by violent winds. What more would he have to endure?

At dawn, the earth quieted and as | sauntered out across the sundeck, | gasped
as | saw the damage to the old grandfather oak tree. Its most massive arm was
broken, lying sadly over the baby bird graves. |, too, wanted to climb to the top of the
antenna and screech out forlorn cries at the world. A little blue-winged boy stopped
me. His eyes, very wide, looked as if they had seen hell. | asked him if he had seen
poor grandfather cak. MHe seemed resigned to what nature could do to the most meek
and magnificent of its beings.

My pledge for the day was to free him from the weight of his silence. By even-
ing, my voice had grown gravelly. Was it wrong of me to believe that if the silence
could be broken Samson would feel betler? That is the human way. Occasionally
Samson dropped to the bird bath for water. Repeatedly, he seemed to lose track of
time and just sat on the edge of the tiny pool where he and Baby Sister played;
around and around they had gone like toy boats. Each time he came to me, | talked
and talked to him. [ told him again and again of my images of him and his sweet mate
and their playful brood in the springtime dotting the forest and country roads in soft
blues and orange. | babbled into the evening air with Samson on my shoulder. His
cheek touched ming; he pulled my hair and | paused in my ramblings. in the midst of
the quiet, baby Samson whimpered. After all those hours, my grief-ridden tiny prince
whimpered. Another whimper, a little stronger. He cooed. | tried to coo. He chirped.
| think | chirped. He tweeted. | Know | tweeted, and away we went, back and forth,
each egging the other on. My need to ring bells, to squeal, t¢ celebrate, to do some-
thing grand, litted me from the chair, Samson on my shoulder. With an air of pomp
ang circumstance, | filled the bird bath. That incredible little creature on my
shoulder spread his wings over the water then hopped into the cool liquid. Cover-
ing his beautiful body again and again, Samson washed away the risks of silence,
finally accepting the baptism of life. He lifted 1o a branch to groom himself as |
slumped back into the lounge chair. Samson, all fluffy and shiny from his bath, drop-
ped down on my arm for inspection. He was at that gawky but gorgeous stage, ap-
pearing babyish one minute and maturing adolescent the next, a regular little teen-
ager. No more had he settled on my arm than two parent bluebirds and five teen-
age-looking offspring drifted out of the air and onto the antenna. The aduits took
positions toward the back to guard their five young ones who gathered across the
broader antennaribs. Precisely on the point, most prim and proper, perched a dainty,
cuddly little girl, peering out to the north in our direction. | felt Samson’s body lift as
his eyes caught hers. In a dart, he landed on the side rib not 18 inches from her. Sam-
son and the little girl filled my binoculars with the story that began a million years

ago—boy and girl. She ducked her head, then slowly turned her face in his direction,
as coy as any blue-winged female since the beginning of time. Flirtatiously, she
litted her head toward Samson, setting him into spasms of chatter. My mind pro-
vided the dialogue, “My name’s Samson, I'm seven weeks old. | live here. You want
to play? What's your name? | had a baby sister but she died. You like mulberries?



Want 10 see my bird house?” The little girl studied him, tilting her head impishiy,
then the famuly lifted toward the sunset, Samson, too. He fluttered by the baby girl's
side to the edge of the grandfather oak, then returned to tell mama all about it.
“Yes," | told him, | had seen the little girl. | smiled the smile only proud parents can
smile and told him he was wonderful. He sal on my shoulder, gazing into the sunset,
a new brightness in his eyes. This baby boy, thrown into tife, nourished by an Easter
egg, who had suffered death, and the despair from nature’s crucifying biows, now
was resurrected. A new blue feather colored his wing. God’s promise to clothe this
tiny son in His finest. It was there ! willed Samson all my earth to build his home, his
mate inseparable beside him. Samson had been correctly christened. Samson was a
tough little bird. [ told him | could see the sky blue eggs that would come in the
springtime with tough little Samsons crawling out, king-born, squealing for food,
ready to plunge into life, their father, Samson, with the wisdom of Job, there proudly

to protect them and to share all the special things that evoked Baby Sister.

He leaned into me and touched my cheek.

Rt. 7, Box 451
Texarkana, AR 75502

THE WAR OF 1986

Carole Puryear Kammerud

How did |, the barefoot and preg-
nant wife of a Nashvilie, Tennessee,
school teacher, end up a general in the
bluebird army? How did | suddenly be-
come embroiled in a life and death
struggle with the sparrow soldiers?

It had all started innocently
enough with a gift from my daddy.
An innocuous looking gift, the blue-
bird box was to become the object of a
territorial dispute involving my family
and me in a battle ang changing my
yard into a battleground. The War of
1986 was about to begin.

It was the last of February, 1986,
when the bluebirds returned to the
fencepost where their nest box resided
the year hefore. After sighting them
several times perching on the post and
fence, | went ahead and mounted the
box in hopes they would defand the ter-
ritory. They examined it and stayed
close as the weather warmed.

Then the House Sparrows in-
vaded! Those pesky nemeses of every
bluebirder started carrying in twigs im-
mediately. Would the bluebirds defend
the box? The year before | had observed
the bluebirds drive off sparrows, Blue
Jays, and even starlings with unrelent-
ing fortitude. But last year the nest was
built. This year, they hadn't given any

sign of nesting. Would it make a dif-
ference? Most assuredly! Although the
bluebirds did return again and again,
even going inside the box, the slightest
sound of fluttering sparrow wings sent
the bluebirds into a hasty retreat.

“This reguires intervention,” | de-
cided. S0 began the relentless task of
emptying, emptying, emptying the box.
Sparrows are hardy and stubborn as a
muie. “Why couldn’t you have the
breeding habits of a mule?” | won-
dered. They were much too busy pick-
ing up and returning the nesting mater-
ial that | had thrown out to answer.

“This is WAR!" | declared. |
started throwing their nests in the
trash can. That didn't phase them.
There was plenty more good nesting
material lying around. The bluebirds
had long ago deserted the territory for
my neighbor across the street. "I had to
go and tell her about 'blue gold, ” |
thought. “Oh, well, | still get to see
them at mess hall.”

Meanwhile, back in the war zone, |
tried the tin foll strips | had read about
in Sialia. | tried tacking them inside the
box; the sparrows seemed to love the
extra flair it gave their entrance. | iried
tacking them on top of the box to blow
in the breeze; they pulled them off bit



by bit and took them inside to decorate
their nest. | retaliated by emptying the
box more often.

On one reconnaissance mission, |
found that a female sparrow soldier
had actually drepped an egg on the
bare floor of the box. My children, be-
ing rookie recruits, surrendered. Gut of
deference to them and to my desire
that they respect all life, | did agree to
call a temporary truce. | left the egg in-
side, but moved the box toc No Man's
Land beside the strip of asphalt which
marks the boundary of my territory.

This maneuver didn’t phase the spar-

row soldiers. They found it and contin-
ued, undaunted.

I, being a good patriotic general,
did not surrender. | built more foxholes.
| tried milk cartons since | had read
sparrows wouldn’t nest in them and
bluebirds would. Nobody, but nobody,
went near them. The other boxes were
the standard design recommended for
bluebirds. | kept a careful watch over
all the boxes, but sighted no red, white,
and blue reinforcements. Titmouse and
chickadee help arrived, but they tco
were driven back by wave after wave of
sparrow soldiers. Obviously, the enemy
far outnumbered my army. But | con-
tinued the battle, filling trash can after
trash can with sparrow nests.

The first bluebird nestlings had
fledged. They ate insects from my gar-
den. | was lucky. At least | could watch

them, | thought.

| started a propaganda war inside
my home. | explained to my kids that
the sparrows are many and the biue-
birds few. “They are in danger of be-
ing completely wiped out.” Sparrows
can nest anywhere. Bluebirds only nest
inside natural cavities and these are
disappearing rapidly. “Allowing spar-
rows to use a red, white, and blue bird's
box is a WAR CRIME!" | declared. | was
winning the propaganda war! But a true
patriot can’t be too careful, so all eggs
were tossed far afield after dark when
surveillance is more difficult. It
worked; the sparrows deserted.

The boxes sat empty. A month
passed. Had | won the battle and last
the war? My neighbor’s bluebirds had
raised their second broed and were off
onawell-deserved R & R.

Then | sighted something. It was a
blue more brilliant and iridescent than
any | had ever seen. “Is it an Indigo
Bunting?” | asked. The blue shimmered
in the morning sunlight as the pair
headed toward a nesting box. They're
going in. They're coming out. | see it! |
see it! It's...it's red, white, and blue!
Long live the red, white, and blue!”

Peace settled in. | joyfully watched
as the two beautiful bluebirds raised
three equally brilliant blue babies. "Vic-
tory is mine!” | said triumphantly. A
Rt. 4, Keenan Lane
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

The Macon County Tennessee
Bluebird Report

Bill Wheeler

It has been an unusually busy
year for bluebirders and the blue-
bird in the Macon County area of
Tennessee, but it has also been
one of disappointment. Despite all
the new boxes and a new trail, the
birds did not do as well as might
have been expected.

In 1985, 78 bluebird boxes
were monitored around the county.

Thirty-six of those boxes were
used with about 200 bluebirds
fledged. In 1986, 91 boxes were
monitored with 221 birds fledged,
Forty-one of the 91 boxes were
used. Other boxes were used by
chickadees, nuthatches, bees and
wasps. Fewer nestings were
counted than in previous years,
fewer eggs were laid per clutch,



many eggs were not hatching, and
some nests were abandoned.
Some bad weather early in the
spring was also a consideration.
A new trail of boxes went up
at the Macon County Country Club.
Mrs. Evelyn Freeman was instru-
mental in providing posts for the
boxes, not to mention the time she
volunteered in setting the boxes
up and helping to monitor the
boxes through the year. More than
40 birds were fledged from that

trail with some losses due to
weather and abandonment of
nests.

On 4 March 1986 a Homecom-
ing '86 Biuebird Rally was held at
the Cumberland Museum in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. More than 100
people were present to hear the
different speakers give their ac-
counts and updates. We were also
informed about the prison popula-
tion building nest boxes which can
presently be seen at the more than
30 different welcome stations and
rest areas across Tennessee.

Again this year the bluebird
program was introduced to a ¢lass
of students who participated in the
mini-courses at Central School in
Lafayette. In April they saw a slide
presentation and movie concern-
ing this bird, built their own nest
boxes, took field trips, talked about
the use of birding field guides and
attracting birds to backyard feed-
ers. Mr. Carl Gregory, also a mem-
ber of the North American Bluebird
Society and teacher at Central, as-
sisted with the class.

On 5 July the film, “Bluebirds-
Bring Them Back” was shown to
an audience of 150 campers at
Bledsoe Creek State Park near
Gallatin, TN. The same film was
shown to the members of Xl
GAMMA Pl of Lafayette on 24
November 1986. Mrs. Sally Wells
was the winner of a drawing which
was, of course, a nesting box.
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The 50th anniversary of blue-
birding in the Warner Parks of
Nashville, TN. was celebrated 13
July 1986. A slide program of blue-
birding in the Warner Parks and a
field trip highlighted this program.
The bluebird program was begun in
1936 by Mrs. Amelia Lasky, a na-
tionally known ornithologist, who
kept records of bluebird activity
within the parks for over 40 years
until her death in 1973, In 1983 the
North American Bluebird Society
posthumously awarded her the Re-
search Award for outstanding con-
tributions to bluebird conserva-
tion. This award is on display at the
Warner Parks Nature Center. A
Bluebird Homecoming '86 program
was held at the Tri-County Electric
Building in Lafayette on 14 August.
Slide and movie programs were
shown, displays and recognition
given to all local bluebirders who
have supported the nest box activ-
ities. [ |

655 Chitwood Dr.
Lafayette, IN 37083

T R B TR R |
Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides ang a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the following ac-
dress; NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20908-0295. Please allow a
month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

NABS’ Founder Larry Zeleny became
aware of tiny feel moving across his fore-
head as he enjoyed his midday siesla in
April in his suburban Maryland backyard.
Opening his eyes, he caught a glimpse of a
Carolina Chickadee as it flew ofi. Next day,
the same thing happened with a Tufted Tit-
mouse. He realized with amusement that
his hair must have seemed to be a good
source of nestling material. He was much
more amused on 1he thud day when a
ponderously curious Mourning Dove
repeated the performance. As he told me of
the event, | speculated whether the dove
was curious to see if there were food on
Larry’'s pate, for surely her casually made
nest could not have needed Larry’'s hair!

The phone calls and letlers received at
headquarters reveal lhat there is always
something new in the bird world. In Kenne-
saw, GA, the students and staff at Lewis
Elementary S¢chool began a bluebird project
in January 1987. Their principal, Mr. Book-
hardt, introduced the idea to the facully,
telling them that he had cobtained encugh
NABS brochures for each student in the
school. All of the teachers seemed excited
about the idea, sc each one was happy to
start bluebird activities in his classroom. To
report the results, Mrs. Allen’s fifth year
Language Arts class founded ihe Blue
Review, a newspaper which they published
with Matt R. Brown as editor and Doug In-
gram as cover artist. Their staff was com-
posed of over 20 students, each grade from
kindergarien through fifth had a con-
tributing editor and an artist. The cleveriy
craited newspaper was full of interesling
interviews wilh students and staff mem-
bers, and was attractively decorated with
imaginative art. My favorile page was
“Lewis Laughs,” a sample of which ap-
pears below:

A kindergartner looking al fifth year's
eagles commented, “Oh what pretty
bluebirds.”

When asked how long he'd been inter-
ested in bluebirds, Rus Piper answered,
“Never!”

When asked why the girl bluebird had
duller colors than the boy bluebird, a
kindergartner responded, “The mama
works and builds the nest and gels all
dirly.”

The entire fifth year Language Arts
class sent individual letters to NABS de-
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scribing their reaclions to the project. The
whole packet was a delight {0 this former
teacher because | appreciate children’s
creative efforts and because | didn't have to
correct the papers! Lewis Elementary
School was given a framed Special Award
Certificate in mid-May by NABS pasl board
member and “‘Mr. Bluebird" of Roswell, GA,
Col. W.R. Robertson, Jr,

Schools and libraries in other localions
have written describing their projects and
exhibits. William Thomas, a teacher at
Romulus Junior High School in Romulus,
MI, sent a clipping from the April 12 Deiroit
Free Press showing eighlh graders receiv-
ing a few pointers from Mr. Thomas. He
writes '"Besides building and maintaining
these boxes, | have printed plans for box
construction and have disiribuled over 200
of them through local building supply
centers.” He credits NABS Board Member
Tom Hodgson of 1ihe Dahlem Environmental
Education Center in Jackson, Ml, with pro-
viding the groundwork. (See President
Sadie Dorber’s report on the Third Annual
Bluebird Festival).

Libraries alsc have played a role In
publicizing the cause of biuebird conserva-
tion. In early March, Jerry Hunefeld, who
has a bluebird trail in scuthwest Dubois
County, NY, and is involved In a research
project with Cornell Universily, was present
to share his enthusiasm and answer ques-
tions about bluebirds. Pauline Kasserman,
of Winesburg, OH, writes:

“I recenily showed the bluebird slides to
the seventh graders at Jackson Local
School Districl. | spent two full days as
it is quite a large school.”

And from Yvonne Darnell, of Powder
Springs, GA, we hear that the Rural Beauty
Garden Club placed an exhibil entitled “The
Beautiful Bluebird" in the Paulding County
Public Library. The seldom-heard-from state
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of New Mexico has acquired a bluebird ac-
Livist, Steve McDonald. Steve is the local
naturalist who is working with students at
the College Street Community Schocl who
are building 22 bluebird boxes which they
will put up near Pinos Altos.

The New York Times, Sunday, June 15,
1986, reported on Art ang Susan Gingert’s
Northwest Connecticut Bluebird Trail, in
the area of Cornwall, Sharon and Salisbury.
"“Opening each box is like cpening a pre-
sent,” Mr. Gingert sa:d. “The expectation is
wonderful, and you are usually well reward-
ed by what you find.”

In late winter, Myra Swan of Ava, MG,
called with a brainsicrm. She told me of a
radio auction which would be held in her
area of south-central Missouri and said she
planned to auction off five bluebird feeders.
I wondered why she didn’'t auction nesting
boxes instead. 'Because everyone has their
own hand-built nest boxes here, so no one
would want 16 buy any!"" We were happy (0
cooperate wilh Myra and sc we sent the
feeders; they were auctioned off and raised
a tidy sum for NABS. Myra even borrowed a
tape of the authentic spring song of the
male bluebird so that a wonderful “com-
mercial” was devised and played on the air.
Since the Eastern Bluebird is Missouri’'s
Stale Burd, there was great positive
response.

| certainly hope Myra and all of our
friends can plan to come to 1he Tenth An-
nual Meeting right here in Maryland 18-20
September, 1987. It will te held at the Na-
tional 4-H Center; details are enclosed
separately with this issue of Sialia. You will
have the opportunily 1o meet bluebirders
from across the country. State bluebird
socleties will be there: Upsiate New York
which | believe was first on the sceng,
Mountain Biuebird Trails, Midwest Bluebird
Recovery Committee, the North Carolina
Bluebird Sociely, Bluebirds Across Ver-
mont, and possibly others. The Chic Blue-
bird Sociely joins the group of state
societies as it forms this summer. Reid and
Teresa Caldwell, Dick Tuttle, Bob Orthwein
and Arlene Kunkel are organizing and any
Ohioc readers who are interested can con-
tact the formation commitiee in care of
Reid Caldwell, 152 Moitet, Lucas, OH 44843.

In Montana, Deni Hershberger of
Plains {a past NABS board member), pre-
sented a Certificate of Appreciation to
Andy Harlan, of Trout Creek, MT, for his out-
standing contribution to bluebird conserva-
tion. The Trout Creek bird enthusiast has
distributed over 340 /ndividual boxes; the
bluebirds that took up habitation in them
produced 461 fledglings. Mr. Harlan saig:
“Cbviously | was quite surprised and flat-

tered beyond responding in a very coherent
manner. Even al this iate date there 1s not
much | could add, except to thank you,
Deni, and the North American 8luebird
Soclely.”

With Lhe new season upon us, we hope
that weather conditions will be more
moderate than they were in 1986, especially
in the central and southern states. John
Trott, nature photographer and naturalist at
the Madiera Schocl in Greenway, VA, had
this comment, “I will be mest interested to
know it other Eastern Bluebird trails had a
drop in the number of {ledglings produced
in 198%. | did, and attribute i to the drought.
My capable young entomolcgist friend says
that insects are fewer in the kind of drecught
we had here in late June and through July.
The insect eggs just don’t hatch, so there
was fess food for bluebirds. | did notice that
when rains started in August, there was a
definite increase in nesting activily in the
bluebird population. The nest box program
here has created much interest among
students, facuity, administralion, parents
and alumnae.”

Bluebird conservation received wel-
come coverage in several publications re-
cently. Audubon Workshop, of Northbrook,
IL, and Duncraft, of Pennacook, NH, both
ran afull color picture of bluebirds and gave
NABS' address. National! Gardener
magazine in February printed Diana
Wetherell's article entitled “8ed and Break-
fast for Bluebirds.” Southern Living
magazine prinled a nice account by Diane
Young entitled “A Bird in the Helping
Hand” with photographs in color showing
NABS’ office staff at work and also Larry
Zeleny. These articles have generated many
requesls for the free information NABS
sends out to the general public

Bill Warne, of Willard, NY, wrote in
March that he thinks he may have set a new
world record for nest box occupancy. “l had
just finished setting out the last of eight
new hoxes on my trail and had returned to
my truck abcut 10 yards away. | was just
aboul to open lhe door when | heard a
bluebird singing. | turned loward the sound,
and there was a beautiful male happily per-
ched on the box that | had just set out sing-
ing for all the world to hear." Paula Taylor
of Magnolia, TX, wrote: “Qn February 14
‘our’ pair of bluebirds decided on one of the
six houses on our six acres. We decided it
was the nicest valentine ever!”

As the “season’ waxes and wanes, |
must share with you these lines which were
sent by Courtney R. Eakin, a state park
ranger of Butler, PA:

(Continued on page 119)
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SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membership  Bluebud Express
should become a forum for all who re
interested in communicating therr ideas
and actions concerning bluebird conser
vatron We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming’

Dear Editor:

Three years ago we purchased a
bluebird feeder after unsuccessfully
trying for many years to get bluebirds
to come to other types of devices. For
two years we tried everything imagin-
able to attract them: raisins, peanuts,
peanuts mixed with meal, peanut but-
ter, etc.—all without success.

Finally, a year ago, | put a handful of
dogwood berries in the feeder and,
much to our happy surprise, there were
three bluebirds moving in and out
within six hours. Since that time, each
fall we carefully store up a supply of
dogwood berries, and now each day
have the immense pleasure of having
from four to six bluebkirds around the
feeder. The feeder has become a "hang-
out” for them throughout the year. | am
now mixing raisins with the dogwood
berries and they seem to be taking
them as well. Thus, when we run out of
dogwood berries hefore next fall, | can
keep them coming with the raisins.

Richard J. Field, M.D.
Centreville, Mississippi

Dear Editor:

| started a bluebird trail with oniy
seven boxes in the Leavenworth,
Washington, area. That year | had one
family of five bluebirds fledged, but
have had no success since. | now have
27 boxes and have had lots of success
with Tree Swallows and wrens. Origin-

ally, | painted all the boxes white to
make them cooler, but now | use a type
of camouflage-color paint because
biack bears were tearing the boxes
down!
| discovered a couple of dead Tree
Swallow adults in unused boxes. This
year I'll install plastic screen on the in-
side wall below the entry hole. Ap-
parently, the depth of the boxes and
the smooth interior walls made it im-
possible for them to get out. This
should eliminate the prohblem,
Frank E. Irvin
Yakima, Washington

Dear Editor:
| erected five insulated boxes on
sturdy creosoled posts dug in last fall.
Some professional biologists ook with
scorn upon my double boxes. They
claim that losses in cold snaps are due
to lack of insects hatching out, not the
cold itself. However, the only boxes |
am now making are insulated: a box
within a box and everything sealed off
to ieave a mass of air that does not cir-

cuiate.

L.A. Smith
Brantford, Ontario

Dear Editor:

{ have had the good fortune to have
nesting bluebirds from the first sum-
mer | put up nesting hoxes. The first
time was about seven years ago when |
lived in the Adirondacks and | always
had at least one nesting pair each sea-



son. The competition for nest boxes
there as well as at my new home
several hours south of the Adiron-
dacks, has always been from Tree
Swallows. My solution is to mount two
boxes in fairly close proximity—say
within 25 to 30 feet of each other. This
way the Tree Swallows will take one and
the bluebirds will still have one for
their slightly later nesting time. This
past summer | had just the two boxes
up and sure enough, we had one family
of swallows and one of bluebirds.
Judy S. Short
Buskirk, New York

Dear Editor:

My love affair with birds dates back
to the 1920’s when | was making
school posters, one of which was
displayed in the post office reminding
people to feed the birds in the winter.

My recent project has been blue-
birds and by monitoring them at least
once a week | have noted some unigue
characteristics. As | open the boxes to
determine the numbers of eggs or
birds, | occasionally find a bird on the
nest that is concentrating on incu-
bating the eggs. When she does not
leave the nest, | sometimes reach in
and gently remove her. She seems o
be in a trance and doesn't try to get
away. | held her in my hand and talk t¢
her for a while, then put her back on the
nest where she stays, and | walk away
thrilled by her beauty and gentle
nature, sort of like having my girl friend
in my arms instead of dreaming of her
from afar.

Wes Morse
Fall River, Kansas

Dear Editor:

| read in a recent issue of the journal
that some readers would like to hear
more from people in the South. Part of
the year we live in west Texas and part
of the year on Lake Texoma in Okla-
homa. | had never seen a bluebira until
four years ago when we started going
to Oklahoma., We put out boxes the
first year but did not have any nest un-
tii the second year. Needless to say, |
fell in love with them at first sight. We
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now have 13 hoxes out in the surround-
ing area and have gotten six more
farnilies interested. In 1986 our boxes
fledged 37 bluebirds.

We are very blessed with not being
bothered with House Sparrows or star-
lings yet, but we have to watch the
crows. Two of them got two of my baby
bluebirds the day they fledged last year.

Clara Beedy
Kingston, Oklahoma

Dear Editor:

A city gal,” | married a farmer
almost 45 years ago. In all that time, |
never had bluebirds nest here although
| put up boxes every spring. | believe it
was a comoination of too many spar-
rows, agricultural chemicals, and {oss
of natural nesting sites.

You can imagine my great delight
last summer to have a pair nest in a
box in our yard and raise five babies. |
hope and pray they return this year. |
think they are among the loveliest of
God’s winged creatures.

Mildred Brause
Sulphur Springs, Ohic

Dear Editor:

Years ago bluebirds used to build
nests in the vent pipes of outdoor
toilets. About the time we got rural
watler and were able to do away with
outdoor toilets, natural gas furnaces
and water heaters came into wide-
spread use. They also had galvanized
vents with covers, that looked to the
birds just like what they had been us-
ing for years. When they siarted a nest
they would die of asphyxiation and fal!
down inside to the top of the furnace or
water heater. | have personally removed
as many as six deag mature bluebirds
from one furnace in one year and have
talked with many plumbing, heating
and air conditioning shops that have
done the same. Please warn your
readers of this problem. Perhaps then
we would see an increase in the
numboer of bluebirds.

James Dossett
Gilbertsville, Kentucky
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(PRESIDENTIAL POINTS—Continued

from page §2)
class. For the past several years, Fred's
students at Binghamton East School have
built boxes in class and have spent a day
erecting them. The area had undergene
quite a transition since our visit in
February. A week of very mild weather had
melted the snow and the ice was going out
of the pond. Salamanders were active
around the edges of the pond and encugh
waler was open to entice a pair of Mallards
to stay. The children were enchanted with
the salamanders and needed scme prod-
ding to move then along putiing up boxes.
At the end of the day, the students boarded
the bus for the return trip to school and the
three of us collapsed in front of the outdoor
fireplace to roast marshmallows.

The Broome County Scil and Water
Conservation District teamed together with
the Broome County Sheriff’s Department to
provide hoxes for the public. Inmates at the
Broome County jail built the boxes to
NABS' specifications, which were then sold
by Soil and Water. NABS furnished bro-
chures to give out as people picked up
boxes. None of us was quite prepared for
the response as 1,700 boxes were seld ina
few weeks time. Bluebirds returning to this
area certainly won’t have trouble finding a
nome this year. With all those boxes, | think
Mrs. Bluebird can really get seleclive in her
choice.

I'm fortunate to live near an area that
has a large salamander migration. The sala-
manders move from the wooeds to the
swamp to lay 1heir eggs, but during their
trek it is necessary (0 cross a road thal has
curbs on both sides. The salamanders had
greal difficuity getting up the curbs and

peopie would often go there during migra-

tion time to help them up the curbs. Several
years aQo ramps were installed atong the
curos Lo help the salamanders journey to
the swamp. Abcut three days of very mild
weather followed by a rain usually starls
migration, Several of us thought the
weather had been about right 1o frigger the
start of migration, so one night we went to
the swamp to observe. The temperature had
dropped to atpoul 50 degrees and a few sal-
amanders were out, but the cool night left
them quite sluggish. We were delighted,
though, to be able to get a close look at the
frogs as any ¢other time they would jump
away from us. During the evening we saw
wood frogs, green frogs and spring
peepers. For the past few vears ar-
rangementis have been made to close the
road during the migration time for the safe-
ty of the frogs and salamanders.

The Board of Directors would be happy

to consider invitations from any inlerested
organizations or individuals that would like
to host an annual meeting in their state
after 1988. Anycne interested can write to
me at headquarters. | |

Bluebird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuais who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and native cavity nesters over and
above their annual dues. Such support
is essential in maintaining a stable
dues structure. We thank the indivig-
uals, organizations, and businesses for
their generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or $75.00 per four issues, you
can be designated as an Eastern, West-
ern or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fledgling Boos-
ter; while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster. Bonus decals will be sent for
each category. All contributions are tax
deductible. Mail your check to NABS
Boosters, P.O. Box 6295, Silver Spring,
MD 20906-0285.
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{ELUEBIRD TALES—Continued from
page 113)

Cold and Blue

At times Mother Nature can seem 50 mean,
She took away early fields of green.

What was springlike and warm two days ago,
ls now buried 'neath four inches of snow.
You flew up early from climates warm,

To face these temperatures below the norm.
You must be cold and what will you eat?
Lots of seeds in the feeder, but you prefer meat.
You sit on your limb searching the ground,
But it's cold and white, nc insects around.

I wish you luck; | pray for you.

My bold litlle friend, little friend of blue.

May all of your bluebirds be warm and
PLENTIFUL! |



Codoaure,  FLY HIGH AND SINGT

AND HAYVE YOUR FLING—!
A SLUEBIRD PAIR -
A LOVE" AFFA\R,,

OwN POsT,TO LET,
SOMEBODY SET

AN OCHRE ~TINTED
MAISONETTE-,
CONTRIVED OF WOOD,
ITS UNDERSTOOD,
WAS CARNVED FOR
BLUEBIR.D
PARENTHOOD.

‘.LT_Y HIGH AND SING,
AND WAYE YOUR FLING,
For, LOVE'S A LOVELY
EVERYTHING

AETMETELAMON

ART CREDITS
Jon E. Boone: 82, 114 Drawings which are not attributed are
Alexia J. Scott: 100 copyright-free art not original to this

Suzanne Pennell Turner: 93,111,112 journal.
Richard L. Woodward: 80

120 Sialia, Summer 1987



Eastern Bluebird Boosters

Ellis C. Adams

Mrs. Jocelyn Alexander
Melissa Allison
Charmaine Bainum

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Barillier
Gregory Bathon

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beach
Mary Beitzel

Anng Bent

Junius and Bea Birchard
Bluebird Society of Bella Vistla
Alfred M. Boehly
Warwick P. Bonsal

Jim C. Boozer

Dr. Robert J. Bradley

Or. Shirl Brunell

Ellen Candelori

Jane C. Chaplin
Chemlawn Services Corp.
Geoffrey A. Corson, M.D.
Michael and Linda Dalton
John G. Davidson

Mrs. Haskell Duncan
James A. Dunn

Beth Eiksiadl

W.K. Estes

Gary and Linda Faraci
Finch Hoellow Center
Patricia Folley

Linda Gabriel

Harriet E. Glealon, M.D.
Kathy Goldsberry
George N. Grant

Dr. Roberta Gray

Briane Grisco

E. Hassebrock

Nancy E. Himes

Richard and Marlys Hjorl
Wilbur O. Huth

Donald E. Jeslek

Pauline Kasserman

Mary L. Kiplinger
Virginia Kost

Don A. Lane

Joan Lane

Aletha J. Lindstrom
James E. Marquardt
Joan and Jim Marsh

Bill McAfee

Uvonne R. McClelland

D.G. Meckley Il

Mr. and Mrs. William Miltigan
Ruby Milner

James G. Moak
William W. Musgrove
Aurelio Nepa, Jr.
David B. Oliver |l
Joseph A. Ondrejko
P. Michael L. Pearson
Constance D. Perry
Mark and Jean Rabe
Henry Rankin, Sr.
Calberine Reno
Marvin B. and Mary C. Rubin
Ernest R. Ruterman

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Diane M. Schmitt

William E. Sefler

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.

Kay Smith

Mary Jo and Richard Smyth
Joseph Sobolewski

T.J. Stokes

R.H. Swain

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Tait
Charles Richard Watson
Thomas A. White, Jr.

Paul F. Wilson

Alma Winton

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Dave and Jan Ahlgren
Eugene A. Armsirong

Arrow Wiring Contraclors, Inc.
Katherine L. Baxter

James R. Baxter

Nile Bowman

Sarah S. Braunwell

Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Coburn Britton |

George C. Buzby, Jr.

Phillip L. Carret

Tom and Barbara Chambers
Clifton Community Women's Club
A. Thomas Connolly

Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Downing Ruritan Club

Mrs. I.N. Duling

Pal Givens

Mrs. George Harmon

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
Bryan C. Hebbeler

Hilltop Garden Ciub

John R. La Manna, Jr., M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Mrs. Marty V. Leonard

W.T. Matlison

Drew McCausland, M.D.
Col. Stephen C. McCormick
Betty H. Mcllwain

J. Kent McNew

David A. Mueller

Mrs. William A. Porter
Dorothy D, Rands

Lois M. Roberts, M.D.

Mark Schmanski

Vincent E. Schneible

Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
John W. Skooglund

Herman L. Smith

Pal Soehnien

Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Tardetle
Richard F. Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Thoma
Sherry Ullius

Patricia H. Vaughn

Mrs. W.B. Weaver

Jeannie Wright

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Pearl Aldinger

Mrs. Jo Beneditz

George Bergeron

Mrs. Eloise Braneato
Margaret L. Carlson

Terey N. Chamberlain

Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Cockram
Celos C. Dupree

Frances J. Ehlers

James E. Elliolt

Albert A. Garlhwaite, Jr.
Kathy Goldsberry
Melissa Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Roberl Huey
Mary D. Janetalos

Gigi Knight

Mrs. Edwin Layton

Andy Marek

Mary Jane B. Pearse
Katherine E. Penn

Glenn F. Savage

Doris M. Tomlinson
Joseph A. Wardlow
Lorraine D. Walking

Col. (Ret.) Jack D. Westfall
Brenda J. Wrape

Mountain Bluebird Booster

Betty J. Hartman
Roseanne Olds
Dr. and Mrs. A.F. Plerce

Western Bluebird Booster

Carl R. Carlsen

Allen C. Robinson
Patricia Spielman
Earl C. Turner, Jr.



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $15; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50; Con-
tributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Add $2 per
year for Canada and Mexico and $3 per year for other
countries (surface mail). U.S. funds only, please. Amounts
over $6 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295




