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Sialia means bluebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, sialia is the
Latinized, neuter plural verslon of the Greek
word siafis, a noun meaning a "kind of
bird.” Since the Eastern Blusbird was the
first bfuebird classified by Carolus Lin-
naeus (1707-1778), he gave it the species
name sfalis, though he placed it in the
genus Motacilia which is now reserved for
the wagtails, It was  William Swainson
(1789-1855), who, in 1827, decided that the
bluebirds needed a genus of their own with-
in the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
the generic name Siafia which he simply
adapted from the species name s/alis which
Linnaeus had used. Therefore, the scien-
tific name for the Eastern Bluebird is Sialia
sialis (pronounced see-ah!-ee-ah see’-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Mountain Bluebird, the twe other species
within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
feana and Sialia currucoides (COO-roo-coy-
dees) respectively. Thelr species names are
descriptive of their iocations. All three blue-
bird species are native only to the North
American continent, although each in-
habits difterent regions generally sep-
arated by the Rocky Mountains and by alti-
tudinal preferences.

While the adult birds all show differ-
ing plumages, the young of all three
species ook remarkably alike, prominently
displaying spotted breasts and large white
eye rings. This simitarity in plumage was
the principal reason the Society chose the
juvenal bluebird for its logo. Since blue-
birds almost always choose to raise their
young in small enclosed cavitles, a young
bluebird sitting near a nesting box seemed
to symbolize our mission. The hope of any
species resides in its young. Because of
bluebird nesting preferences, the survivai of
their young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a va-
riety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme of bluebird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring one
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme wifl remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.

Sialia is published quarterly by the North American Bluebird Society,
Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295. Subscription price is included in
annual membership dues. Single copies: $2.50. Write for information
about bulk quantities. Checks and money orders should be made
payable to North American Bluebird Society and should be in United
States funds. Issues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn and
appear approximately on the fifteenth of January, April, July and October
respectively. Deadline for submission of material is three months prior te
date of publication; dated items only, two months.




CONTENTS

Presidential Points ................ 82
Lilllan Lund Files

Blusbird Nestlings . ............... 83
Lawrence Zeleny

Variationsena Sparrow Trap........ 85
Harry M. Trickey, Jr.

GuestionCorner .................. 30

Lawrence Zaleny
Canadian Nesting Box

Report,1983........... ... ...... 91
Plantings for Bluebirds and
OtherWildlife: Mulberry . ......... 94

Karen Blackburn
Report of Mountain Bluebird

TrailConference ................ a6
Bluebird Week in New York State ... .97
A Bluebird Nightmare .. ............ 98

Laurance Sawyar
What's a Motherto Do? ... ....... a9

JIm Coffman
Bluebird Rehabilitation. . ... ... ... 100

Chrlstine Schaefer
Poetry . ... ... .. 102

Edith Mlller
AFirstExperience .. .............. 103

Helen Bruss
Nevada Joins States with

Bluebird Trail Activity . ....... ... 106
The Bermuda Bluebird Society ... .. 107

Mary D. Janelatos
Foster Parenting Saves Some

Bluebirds ...... ... .. ... ... .. 109
Belsy Lawrance

North Carolina Symposium .. ... ... 111
Mary D. Janstatos

Bluebird Express .. ............ ... 112

BluebirdTales ................... 114
Mary 0. Janatatos

Index toVolume5(1983) ... ........ 117

Financial Statement .............. 120

@ 1 ®
The Quarterly Journal
About Blueblirds
Volume 6, Number 3
Summer 1984

Pages 81-120
Index

EDITOR

Joanne K. Solem
CONTRIBUTING
EDITOR

Lawrence Zeleny
ART EDITOR

Richard L. Woodward

gty
COVER

Surnmer is the time to.
observe bluebird nestlings as
this cover by Art Editor
Richard L. Woodward depicts.
An article in this Issue by
Lawrence Zeleny describes
this brief, but fascinating
period.

Siafia welcomes original articles, art
and photographs for publication.
Although this journal is named for
the bluebird, material relating to all
native cavity nesting species will be
considered. Manuscripts should be
typed neatly and double-spaced. All
material submitted is subject to
editing or rewriting. Submit the
original manuscript plus a duplicate
copy if you wish to proof the material
befere publication, If the article has
been submitted elsewhere (or
previously published) that fact must
be stated at the time of submission.
All manuscripts will be acknowl-
edged. Black and white glossy phote-
graphs are preferred. Print the sub-
ject, names of individuals pictured,
photographer and return address on
the back of each photograph. Art is
welcome and should be in black pen-
and-ink. We do not assume respon-
sibility for manuscripts, photographs
or art submitted. The editor’s address
is 10617 Graeloch Road, Laurel, Mary-
land 20707.



Presidential Points

Lillian Lund Files

small group of us representing

NABS attended the inaugural
meeting of the Bermuda Bluebird So-
ciety which took place at Government
House on 23 February 1984, Our host-
ess, the governor's wife, Viscountess
Lady Dunrossil, has joined the ranks of
people interested in preserving the
bluebird.

The meeting started with a cere-
monial installation of a “Bermudian
triangle” styled bluebird nesting Ibox
on the grounds of Government House
by Tom Quterbridge, president of the
newly founded society and the Vis-
countess. Almost as if on cue, a vocal
male bluebird appeared in the branches
of a nearby iree to the delight of the
assembled guests. The ceremony and
meeting were well covered by television
and all the local newspapers.

The formal meeting began with a
welcoming address by Lady Dunrossil,
introductory remarks by Government
Conservation Officer, Dr. David Win-
gate, and a presentation entitled “Blue
Future Blues” by BBS President Tom
Outerbridge. This was followed by
“Greetings from NABS"” by Executive
Director, Mary Janetatos, and the
guest speaker's presentation, “The
Bluebird: God’s Gift from Heaven” by
Dr. Lawrence Zeleny, Founder of
NABS. The program ended with a 45-
minute local video documentary film
“Happiness is a Bluebird”, which de-
picts the plight of the bluebird with de-
lightful theme music entitled “Mr.
Bluebird Blue” written by local folk
singer, Tom Quterbridge.

Here’s wishing the Bermuda Blue-
bird Society great success in all their
endeavors; we hope we can accept
their invitation secmeday to have an an-
nual meeting on their beautiful island.

Thanks to Gay Duncan who or-
ganized the Bluebird Symposium at
Southern Pines, North Carolina. The
program consisted mainly of discus-
sions on winter feeding and predator
control by Jack Finch, Bailey, NC;
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Roger Foy, Oriental, NC; Chuck Du-
pree, Elkridge, MD; and Larry Zeleny,
Hyattsville, MD. We were all delighted
to have Andre Dion of Quebec, Canada
speak about his wonderful new book,
The Return of the Bluebird, just recent-
ly translated inte English. All copies
were quickly sold out which was no
surprise. Evety bluebirder should own
a copy of this beautifully illustrated
and wittily written story of a bluebird
chatting with other hirds and learning
their life histories.

The field trips were enjoyed by
everyone as they saw many biuebirds
and other species. On Gay Duncan’s
trail we all saw an amazing occur-
rence: seven Eastern Bluebird eggs in
one box! Another first for me was see-
ing white bluebird eggs.

Jack Finch invited Andre Dign and
me to help monitor a couple of his
many bluebird trails. It was pure joy
for Andre and me to watch Jack mon-
itoring his boxes and keeping his ex-
cellent records because we never see
50 many bluebirds in our own areas,
His Foxfire Golf Course trail was near-
ly 100% successful. His snake guard
testing pen was most impressive. Jack
is certainly a dedicated friend to the
bluebird.

If ever | consider leaving Massa-
chusetts, I'd consider relocating in
North Carolina. | really was intoxicated
with bluebirds!

Speaking of meetings, | hope to
see all of you at our annual meeting
on 12, 13 and 14 October in Jackson,
Mississippi, another great state for
bluebirds. |

Sialia, Summer 1984



Bluebird Nestlings

Lawrence Zeleny

n an earlier article (Sialia 5(3). 108-
109) we discussed the remarkable
process of incubation, particularly as it
applies to bluebird eggs. Equally re-
markable is that period in the life of a
bird known as the nestling stage ex-
tending from the time of hatching to
the time the young birds leave the nest
Most species of birds fall into one
of two distinct types in regard to their
physical development at the time of
hatching. In the case of the type known
as '‘precocial” birds, the young are
well developed at the time of hatching.
The baby birds are heavily covered
with soft down, their legs are strong
and well-coordinated, and they are
alert with their eyes wide open. As
soon as they have time to dry off, to
stretch their muscles a bit, and to lock
around, they are ready to leave their
nest and run behind their mother. The
parent birds do not feed their babies
but may help them to learn to recog-
nize what is edible. Within hours the
baby birds are selecting and eating the
proper foods. Part of the food supply
that was in the eggs from which they
were hatched is still in their stomachs
so that they can survive for several
days on meager rations if necessary.
The newly hatched birds depend on
their parents only for protection, com-
panionship, warmth if the weather is
cold, and guidance to lead them to the
areas whaere food can be readily found.
Cur best known precocial birds are
ducks, geese, quail, and domestic
chickens.

All of our songbirds and many
others are of quite a different type
known as ‘“‘altricial” birds. The baby
birds of this type when hatched are
either entirely naked or are biessed
only with a few wisps of natal down.
They are blind, completely helpless,
and their movements are almost entire-
ly uncoordinated. Their eyes do not
open for several days. The only mean-

ingful motions of which they are cap-
able consist in opening thelr mouths
wide and waving their heads in a rather
uncertain manner. Little residual food
remains in their digestive systems, so
their survival depends on a prompt and
continuous food supply furnished by
their parents which is thrust deeply
into their throats to stimulate the
swallowing reflex,

Bluebirds are typical examples of
altricial birds and those of us who are
fortunate enough to have them occupy-
ing our nesting boxes have the perfect
opportunity to observe daily the inter-
esting and almost unbelievably rapid
development of the baby birds. It is
guite permissible to open the nesting
boxes for these observations if the
boxes are designed to open easily
without disturbing the nests. Boxes
with hinged or easily removable tops
are ideal for this purpose. Observa-
tions should be made quickly and the
boxes closed promptly in order to
cause the least possible disturbance
to the birds. The nestlings should not
be handled unless there is some good
reason to do so such as the removal of
a dead nestling.

Youhq bluebirds on the day they
are hatched are virtually naked. They
weigh about three grams each, roughly
one-tenth of an ounce. To the unin-
itiated they look more like warms than
birds and it Is often difficult to count
them. They are fed small soft insects
every few minutes from dawn to dusk,
mostly by the male bird at first since
the female must spend a good part of
her time brooding the babies to keep
them warm, particularly if the weather
is cool. She also broods them contin-
uously all night. The young birds can-
not produce their own body heat and
are therefore essentially cold-blooded
animals until they are several days old.



The young bluebirds grow at an in-
credikle rate and rapidly become trans-
formed into warm-blocded animails
capable of producing their own body
heat. Thus the need for brooding dis-
appears and within a few days, de-
pending on the weather, the female
discontinues brooding altogether.
Within about 12 days the weight of the
young birds increases nearly ten fold
and approaches that of the adult bird.
The natal down has been shed and re-
placed by the beautiful soft gray and
blue juvenile plumage. At this stage it
is often, but not always, possible to
distinguish the male from the female
nestlings by the intensity of the blue
color of the wing and tail feathers.

The type of food fed to the nest-
lings gradually changes as they de-
velop. The small soft insects are re-
placed by larger insects including such
seemingly indigestible fare as hard-
shelled beetles and whole grasshop-
pers. In fact grasshoppers, when plen-
tiful, often make up a large part of the
diet of both young and adult bluebirds.
Older nestlings may also be fed a few

wild berries of various kinds when they
are available.

Great care should be exercised in
examining bluebird broods that are
more than 12 days old since at this
stage any disturbance may excite the
nestlings and cause them to leave the
nest prematurely. When this happens
their chances for survival are greatly
reduced.

Nestlings of the Eastern Bluebird
usually leave their nests when they are
17 or 18 days old, although the time
may sometimes be a day or two earlier
or later. Mountain Bluebirds and per-
haps Western Bluebirds tend to stay in
their nests a little longer. If the nest-
lings are strong and healthy they will
usually fly directly from their nests to a
nearby tree, shrub, or fence where they
are relatively safe from predators. W

This article was first published in the
August 1974 edition of Purple Martin Cap-
itai News (now Nature Socfety News) and
is reprinted with permisgsion.
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Variation on a Sparrow Trap for a Standard Bluebird
Box and Small Box House Sparrow Usage Report

Harry M. Trickey, Jr.

| would like to share with Sialia
readers the sparrow trap that | have
developed from a trap pictured in Sialia
4(1):20 designed by Joe Huber. The
method of entrapment is similar with
both of us using a door that pivots from
one edge to block off the entrance
hole. Mr. Huber's door is mounted in-
side the box while mine is operated
from the outside. Also, mine is made of
metal and is notched to prevent a blue-
bird from entering while allowing pas-
sage for a sparrow. | developed this
trap because | found it difficult to
attach Mr. Huber’s trap door and trip-
ping mechanism to the inside of a box.

The tripping device | use is usually
a stem of fescue grass that | pass
through a quarter-inch hole in the face
of the box that is aligned with the trap
door. When the stem of grass is
passed through the quarter-inch hole it
holds the trap deoor up. The grass stem

arches across the inside of the box and
is anchored on the bottom either with
a tack or against the edge of the bot-
tom of the box when the side cpening
is closed.

Incorporated into the operation of
the trap door is a guide wire and door
stop which prevents the trapped spar-
row from working the top edge open
and prevents wind from blowing the
door out of alignment with the stop.

I have found that an upholstery
tack is sufficient as a pivot pin. It is
also easily removed with a screwdriver.

The most difficult thing about this
trapping method is the removal of the
trapped bird. Once the bird is trapped,
I fill the box with grass clippings or
rags to restrict the movement of the
bird and then cautiously feel around
until | locate a warm body. Care must
be taken not to damage a protected
species such as a wren that might have
been trapped instead of a sparrow.

Small Box House Sparrow Usage Report

In Sialia 5(1):36 a letter [ wrote was
published in response to an article by
James R. Baxter (Sialia 4(4):137-138) in
which the author reported his observa-
tion of a small box on his trail that was
not used by House Sparrows. In my let-
ter | state that | have noted several
boxes of similar size on my trails that,
likewise, do not seem to be used by
sparrows. During the 1983 nesting sea-
son | field tested a number of boxes
patterned roughly on the model sug-
gested by Mr. Baxter and the ones on
my trails.

| made ten boxes with inside mea-
surements of 312" x 4" x 6% total
depth with a 1% inch entrance hole
11 inches deep with the lower lip of
the hole 3%2" above the floor. Eight of

Volume 6, Number 3

the ten boxes | mounted on a 1 inch
thin-wall conduit and attached them to
wooden or metal fence posts so that

they were about 6 feet from the ground.
Of the remaining two, | attached cne to
a plastic yard-light pipe and the other
tc a metal fence post. Both were
mounted about 3 feet from the ground
and located in the yard area of resi-
dential farm buildings. The other eight
boxes were located in the corral and
farm lots around dairy buildings, beef
feeding and hog farrowing pens, and
barns,

| also monitered the four boxes on
my trails that first suggested this
study. They were built in the 1950’s
and put up or made available to farm-
ers by a 4-H club. | made minor repairs
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Sparrow Trap

[
[

[
|

2" x 5" metal
trap door

guide and
door stop

trip wire
grass stem

*_——-—

FRONT VIEW
(trap set position)

Sialia, Summer 1984



FRONT VIEW
{trap tripped)
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SIDE VIEW

trap door

guide and
door stop

———

to one of them, but otherwise left them
as they were. Their entrance opening is
1% inches in diameter. They are 33
inches square on the inside.

The question | was attempting to
answer was whether size alone would
discourage House Sparrows from nest-
ing in a bluebird box.

The results have been mixed. The
10 boxes | built produced a total of 67
bluebird eggs, 50 nestlings, and 40
fledglings. Losses are accounted for in
this fashion: three eggs were infertilg,
four were lost because a cat killed the
brooding female, and seven eggs |
found broken on the ground under the
box. Three other eggs disappeared—
a snake took them | presume. Five
nestlings died after the brooding fe-
male fell victim to a cat.

Another five nestlings died of un-
known causes. The bluebirds used
nine of the ten boxes for a total of
seventeen nesting efforis. Usage rate
for these boxes was much higher than
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my standard boxes out in the fields.
This would indicate the small boxes
are extremely popular with bluebirds;
however, they proved to he nearly as
popular with sparrows.

Of the ten inltial nesting efforts,
six were by bluebirds and four were by
sparrows. For the second broods there
were eight attempts equally divided
between bluebirds and sparrows.

On this round, sparrows at-
tempted to usurp three boxes previous-
ly used by bluebirds. For the season,
sparrows attempted to nest in seven
boxes a total of ten times. The boxes
they avoided were the ones that |
placed 3 feet from the ground with only
cone nesting attempt in these two
boxes. Another box they avoided was a
replacement for a standard box in
which a male bluebird had been killed
by a sparrow early in the nesting sea-
son; the other box they avoided was
one that replaced a standard box that
had never been used by bluebirds or

Sialia, Summer 1984



sparrows. This season bluebirds used
this smalier box on the second round.

Through all of this the four 4-H
boxes brooded nothing but bluebirds
for a total of five nesting efforts with
two of them being victimized by cats.
They fledged a total of nine birds.

| cannot at this point see how I
can draw any conclusions except that
the size and configuration of this box
is extremely popular—and dangerous
—for bluebirds, while it does not
necessarily discourage sparrows. Only
my intervention by trapping sparrows
allowed the bluebirds to dominate the
boxes. in only two boxes did bluebirds
maintain possessicon without my hav-
ing to kill sparrows.

Now as to why the sparrows
avoided two of my boxes entirely and
all four of the 4-H'ers boxes, 1 can only

offer the following possibilities: Maybe
the boxes are not particularly attrac-
tive to sparrows as the first nesting
effort suggests. Perhaps only extreme
competition for nesting sites will drive
sparrows to use an otherwise unattrac-
tive site. Maybe the location of the box
exposes its occupants to some danger
of which | am unaware such as a cator
snake. The boxes that were ravaged by
cats were never occupied by sparrows.
Another possibility that comes to mind
might be the physical appearance of
the boxes themselves. My newly
painted, squarely-built, obviously man-
made boxes might inspire confidence
in a sparrow, while the 30 year old 4-H
boxes might appear too wild and hence
dangerous. |

1315 Kolb
Jefferson City, MO 65101
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QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

| have not opened our bluebird boxes

to examine the nests or birds. Is it safe
to do s0?

Joseph B. Anderson, M.D.

Lexington, Virginia

If your bluebird boxes open easi-
ly from the top, side, or front, it is
good practice to open them occa-
sionally during the nesting season
to observe very briefly the activity
within. This will permit the prompt
removal of sparrow nests and any
dead bluebird nestlings. It also
provides an excellent insight into
the home life of the birds.
Bluebirds will not desert their
nests as a result of such monitor-
ing if it is done carefully. However,
side- or front-opening boxes con-
taining bluebird nestlings more
than 12 days old should be opened
with extreme caution, if at all, lest
the nestlings become excited and
teave their nests prematurely. Top-
opening boxes do not present this
hazard.

The Parade magazine article (Nov.
25, 1979) mentioned that bluebirds are
insect feeders. What kinds do they
eat?

Earl Weaver
Houston, Texas

Bluehirds eat many different
kinds of insects inciuding grass-
hoppers, crickets, beetles, spiders,
caterpillars, and ants. Most of their
insect food is obtained from or
near the ground, but they will
sometimes take flying insects,
such as moths, on the wing in a
manner similar to flycatchers,

In your article in The Living Bird
Quarterly 2(2) on page 19 there is a
beautiful photograph, unfortunately
without caption or explanation of at
least 11 bluebirds piled on top of each
other in a nesting box. Is this a winter
scene of birds seeking shelter on a
cold night?

Dirk de Waard
Greenville, Florida

You are right. This photograph
was taken on a cold winter night
by wildlife photographer Michael
L. Smith through the top of one of
his hollow-log nesting boxes. At
the time there were 13 bluebirds
roosting in this log.

My nestboxes are located in a field
with surrounding woods. | like
swallows but would also like bluebirds.
Any suggestions?

James E. McGlasson
Bradford, New Hampshire

If Tree Swallows monopolize all
of your bluebird nesting boxes you
might try mounting boxes in pairs,
the two boxes of each pair being
only 8 or 10 feet apart. The
swallows will often refuse to nest
that close to others of their kind,
but they usually do not object to
close bluebird neighbors. Blue-
birds and Tree Swallows have even
been known to occupy the two
compartments of duplex nesting
boxes at the same time and to car-
ry on their domestic duties in
peace and harmony. [



CANADIAN NESTING

BOX REPORT, 1983

Twenty-Second Annual Report from

Brandon, M

The southwest Manitoba nesting
box project was carried out again in
1983 by the veolunteer group “The
Friends of the Bluebirds.” Over 60
separate reports were submitted and
used in preparing this summary.

A summary of nesting box oc-
cupants is shown In Table 1.

Cowbird eggs were found in two
nests. Jim Spear noted, *“One nest con-
tained a cowbird egg which the [Moun-
tain] bluebird hatched and fed; her own
three eggs did not hatch.”' The other
was found with House Sparrow eggs
and destroyed with them. Other oc-
cupants were four squirrels, one flying
squirrel and 29 mice. Mice were found
when cleaning the bexes in spring and
fall and do not appear to be a problem
during the nesting season,

Cross breeding occurred again
this year. A female Mountain and a
male Eastern Bluebird produced five
young and one unhatched egg in box
#4900 on the line maintained by Perry
and Alice Hopkins near Hartney. The
Eastern male was killed by a car, but
the female continued feeding the

anitoba

young and all five fledged. The female
raised a second brood with a Mountain
Biuebird male.

The Mountain Bluebird suffered a
sharp decline in number of nestings in
contrast with the other species, which
showed increases.

This decline is due presumably to
a severe, late spring storm. Records at
the Brandon Weather Office show that
the temperature declined on 11 May
1983, from the previous day’s 20°C and
hovered near zero for six days. Freez-
ing rain, slest and snow accompanied
by winds of 60 to 65 km per hr occurred
on 12 May 1983. An accumulation of 5
cm of snow was present by nightfall on
13 May and northwest winds of 40 km
per hr were blowing. Snow fell again
the next day. By 15 May the sky was
clear but the temperature reached
—41°C that night and the minimum
temperature did not rise above zero un-
til the 17th.

This storm occurred just as the
Mountain Bluebirds were laying eggs.
A few lines were monitored just before
and/or after the storm and illustrate the

Table 1. Occupancy of Nesting Boxes in So

uthwest Manitoba, 1983.

Occupant

Mountain Bluebird
EasternBluebird ........ ... ... ... ... ..
Bluebird {not identified as to species)
Cross-nesting bluebirds
Tree Swallow
HouseWren .......... ... .. ... .. ......
House Sparmow ........... ... covenn..
EuropeanStarling ............ ... ... ...
Black-capped Chickadee

No. of
Nestings

*An addltional 107 nests with frozen eggs were reported.

Veolume 68, Number 3
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severity of the problem. The area west
and north of Brandon was hit hardest
wlth almost total destruction of eggs.
Jim Spear found 36 nestings on
Shellmouth-Churchbridge line, but
after the storm only six preduced
young. He found many frozen eggs and
dead bluebirds and Tree Swallows in
the boxes. On several lines all eggs
were frozen. In the Fort Ellice area Cliff
Findlay examined 41 boxes on 19 May.
Of these, 31 had been occupied by
bluebirds. He found 58 frozen eggs and
one dead female Mountain Bluebird.

When the Mountain Bluebirds
began to renest they were in direct
competition for boxes with Tree
Swallows and had los! the advantage
that they wusually have in earlier
nesting. In the Fort Ellice area, of the
31 boxes that had been occupied by
bluebirds 13 were taken over by Tree
Swallows, On another line that had had
eight Mountain Bluebird nests before
the storm, only half were retained by
renesting Mountain Bluebirds.
Because of this late start on the first
successful nesting, there appear to
have been fewer completed second
nestings as well.

Although the storm was hardest
on the Mountain Bluebirds as they
were the only ones that had begun to
lay, other species probably suffered
considerable |osses. Three dead
Eastern Bluebirds and one dead Tree
Swallow were found near Hartney by
J.B. Thomas on 15 May 1983. Nine
dead Tree Swallows were found
packed Into a single nesting box after
the storm by Grace Terry at Rapid City.

Despite the storm we have an in-
crease in Eastern Bluebird nestings
again this year to a value double that
of two years ago. Eastern Bluebirds
return later than Mountain Bluebirds
and the majority of them may have
missed the storm. There was also an
Increase in Tree Swallows and House
Wrens.

New boxes have been supplied
again by Messrs. Raymond Gladden
(500}, John Plum {43), Harold Kneeshaw
(66), and the Neepawa Boy Scouts (50).
The majority of these boxes are now
being made with removable botioms
and 1-9/16" entrance holes.

Nesting resulis were compiled by
Ann Smith, Norah Lane, Hazel Pat-
more, Barbara Robinson, David Barnes
and Mamie McCowan.

Fourth Annual Mountain Bluebird Trail Report,
Lethbridge, Alberta

Table 2. Occupancy of Nesting Boxes on the Mountain Bluebird Trail, Lethbridge,

Alberta, 1983.

Nesting boxes available . ... ... .. . .. . . . ... 1080

Boxesusedbyblueblrds. ... ... . . . e 185

Bluebirdeggsiaid ... ... ... . L e 1009

Bluebirds fledged . ... . . .. . e 915

Bluebird nestlings banded ... .. ... .. e 825

Bluebird adults banded. ... . ... . . . . e 35

Slerile @S .o o e 89

Tree Swallow Mests . . .. . . e e 98~
Tree Swallows fledged . ... ... . .. o 392*
Tree Swallow eggs laid ... ... . i e e 498*
House Wren nests . .. .. .. . e 4

Numberofboxes used . ... .. ... 287

*astimated

g2 Sialia, Summer 1984



Mountain Bluebirds arrived in the
Trail area 10 days earlier than normal
this year and started nesting earlier.
First banding was done on 20 May.
Clutches were larger than usual and
sterile eggs were very few. One pair
laid 9 eggs and ancther pair had 8 eggs
in their second clutch after fledging 8
from the first brood. Monitoring and

banding were carried out with the help
of 28 individuals. A grant of $1500 from
Recreation, Parks and Wildlife Founda-
tion helped to make expansion and im-
provement of the Trall possible.
Results are summarized in Table 2.

This report was compiled by Dun-
can J. Mackintosh.

Ellis Bird Farm Ltd Report, 1983

Since 1981 the management area
has been expanded from the 930 acre
Ellis farm (now owned by Union Car-
bide) to include about 50 square miles
in the Prentiss district.

Approximately 500 nesting boxes
were monitored in 1983. Mountain
Bluebirds arrived in the area 13 March,
the earliest date in the 22 years that
records have been kept. A total of 86
pairs of bluebirds attempted nests, up
from 67 last year. Including second
nestings, 99 nests were attempted with
75 successfully fledging at least one
young. A total of 519 eggs were laid,
415 young were hatched, and 353
young were fledged. Fledging was up
43% from 1982. A total of 69 bluebirds
were known to have died on the study

area in 1983. All but 7 of these birds
were nestlings.

Within the study area, 426 blue-
birds were banded in 1983; 353 of these
were nestlings. Twenty-three of the
bluebirds banded in 1982 returned to
breed on the study area in 1983. Includ-
ing banding done in the Pine Lake and
Bentley areas, 682 Mountain Bluebirds
were banded in 1983,

Tree Swallows arrived in the area
on 26 April. There were 205 nests this
year compared with 202 in 1982. A long
spell of cool, wet weather resulted in
unusually high mortality with the nest-
lings in 49 nesting boxes dying of
hypothermia. Of the 1202 eggs laid, 948
hatched but only 547 of the young
fledged, a decline of 41% from 1982.

There were two Black-capped
Chickadee nests in 1983 compared to
only one in each of the last two years,
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Twenty-six nests of House Wrens
were recorded. They were not a major
problem to other species.

A total of 38 nesting boxes were
bothered by House Sparrows.

This report was compiled by Bryan
R. Shantz. =

3011 Park Ave., Brandon, Manitoba
R7B 2K3 (Smith); 1719 - 9th Ave., S,
Lethbridge, Aiberta T1J 1W4 (Mackintosh);
P.O. Box 5501, Red Deer, Alberta T4N 6N1
(Shantz).

Attention Canadian Trail
Operators: Reports intended for the
1984 summary should reach the editor
of this journal no later than 15 April
1985. All reports from Canada are
welcome.

Television Commercial
Available for Loan

A 30 second public service an-
nouncement (PSA) TV commercial pro-
moting bluebird conservation has been
produced by NABS. Copies of the tape
are available for loan to members.

Six copies of the 3/4-inch video tape
cassette are available for a small
charge to cover postage, mailer, and
handling. In order to obtain a copy of
the commercial, write to Richard J.
Dolesh, 17800 Crocom Road, Brandy-
wine, MD 20613. Enclose a check to
NABS for $2.50. The tape should be
returned in the enclosed self-ad-
dressed mailer within 10 days. Loan Is
on a first.come, first-served basis.
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PLANTINGS FOR BLUEBIRDS
AND OTHER WILDLIFE

Fruit Attracts Birds to Mulberry
Karen Blackburn

mong our native trees, the Rad
AMulberry ranks as one of the most
popular fryit producers for wildlife. Its
large, blackberry-like fruits ripen dur-
ing the summer months and attract
over forty specles of birds, including
the Eastern Bluebird. Mulberries also
provide food for opossums, raccoons,
squirrels and other marnmals.

A close relative of the Red
Mulberry is the White or Russian
Mulberry, an Asian native which has
become naturalized throughout much
of the eastern United States. This
species is somewhat hardier than its
American counterpart, and its white
fruits are apparently equally desirable
to birds.

RED MULBERRY
{Morus rubra}

Native Range—Southern New England
to Florida, west to Minnesota and
Texas

Hardiness—Zones 6 to 10

Habitat—Usually found on moist, fer-
tile soils in open woodlands.

Habit—A deciduous tree to 70 feet in
height on the best sites. The coarsely-
toothed leaves may be lobed or un-
lobed and are spaced alternately along
the branches. Autumn foliage is
yellow,

Fruit and Flowers—Male and female
flowers usually occur on separate
trees but may occur on the same tree.
Flowers appear in pendent, greenish
spikes in spring. Dark purple fruits are
about one inch long and resemble
elongated blackberries. Mulberries
ripen in the summer and are sweet and
edible.

Landscape Value—An attractively
shaped tree for use in either sunny or
partially shaded locations. Good for
planting alongside streams, ponds and
other moist sites.

Culture—Prefers rich, moist solls, but
may be grown on drier sites. Sun to
partial shade. Male and female plants
are usually needed for fruit production.
Easily propagated by seed: separate
seed from pulp and sow 1/4 inch deep
under partial shade. Transplant seed-
lings after one year.

Sources—Red Mulberry may be found
in some local nurseries or garden
centers. Both Red and White Mulber-
ries are often available through mail-
order nurseries.

Undesirable Traits—Not recommend-
ed for planting near sidewalks,
driveways or patios where fallen fruit
can create a problem.



Wildilfe Value—As mentioned, the fruit
of the Red Mulberry Is used by more
than 40 species of birds. The fruits are
favorites of the Red-headed and Hairy
Woodpeckers, Eastern Kingbird, Great
Crested Flycatcher, Blue Jay, Northern
Mockingbird, Gray Catbird, Brown
Thrasher, American Robin, Wood
Thrush, Veery, Easiern Bluebird, Cedar
Waxwing, Scarlet and Summer
Tanagers, Northern Cardinal, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting and
many other birds. A number of mam-
mals also feed on the fruits. In addi-
tion to the birds menticned above, the
Phainopepla, Western Tanager, Band-
tailed Pigeon and Swainson’s Thrush
also feed on mulberries that are native
to (or planted within) their ranges.

Related Species—White or Russian
Mulberry (M. a/ba) has white to pale
pink fruits. Trees are considered slight-
ly hardier than Red Mulberry, 1o Zone 5.
Texas Mulberry (M. microphylia), a
native of the Southwest, is a smail tree
with 1/2 inch black fruits. =

ZONEA Below —50°F
ZONE2 —B0°to —40°F
ZONE3 —40°to —30°F -
ZONE4 —30°to —20°F
ZONES5 ~20°to —10°F

ZONES —10°tcQ°F
ZONE7 0°to10°F
ZONES® 10°1020°F
ZONES 20°1030°F
ZONE 10 30°1040°F

Readers frequently write to ask
where they can obtain certain plants
which have been featured in this col-
umn. Such inquiries are understand-
able since we tend to emphasize the
importance of native, fruit-producing
plants, while many retail nurseries
seem to concentrate on non-fruiting,
exotic species. If a trip to your local
nursery or garden center proves “‘un-
fruitful,” you may wish to consider
other sources. Aside from the obvlous
methods of obtaining native plants
(fram seeds, sprouts or cuttings), the
following sources should be of help to
those of you who are interested in pur-
chasing plant materials.

1. State and Federal Agen-
cies—Listed in the telephone direc-
tory's yellow pages under “Govern-
ment Offices.” Contact your County
Conservation District Office, County
Extension Service or Scil Conservation
Service for information on plants for
wildlife as well as local sources of
plants,

Many states encourage wildlife

by
ST

Figure 1. Hardiness Zones for the United States and southern Canada. Temperatures for each
zone are the average annual minimum temperatures. When no zenes are mentioned with the
plant description, plants are hardy anywhere. If a zone is given, it indicates that plants are
hardy within the zone and in all areas south of it. Factors within zones such as altitude, ex-
posure, soil type, meisture, etc. can create variations. This map was developed by the
Agricultural Research Service of lhe U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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plantings by offering inexpensive
“wildlife packages” of plants to the
public. Your Conservation District Of-
fice should ke able to advise you about
such offerings in your state.

2. Mail-Order Nurseries—Most
mail-order nurseries provide a good
selection of plants for wildlife. Com-
monly available are American Bitter-
sweet, honeysuckles, elderberries,
hollies, dogwoods, mulberries, and
Autumn and Russian Olives. Some

The second annual Mountain
Bluebird Trail Conference was held in
Lethbridge, Alberta, on 11 February
1984. Eighty people attended from the
Canadian provinces of Alberta and
Manitoba and the state of Monilana.
President Duncan Mackintosh called
the meeting to order.

Duane Radford, S. Alberta Region
Director of Fish & Wildlife brought
greetings from the Alberta govern-
ment. He also announced that the
North American Bluebird Society had
awarded Duncan Mackintosh the John
& Norah Lane Award for outstanding
contributions as an individual to blue-
bird conservation. In addition, the
Mountain Bluebird Trail organization
was the recipient of the Lawrence Ze-
leny Award for outstanding effort by an
organization in bluebird conservation.
Duncan had also been given the Dis-
tinguished Citizen Award by the city of
Lethbridge for his dedicated work in
bluebird restoration in the Lethbridge
area.

Speakers for the day were as
follows: Hazel Ross, Lethbridge, Al-
berta, “The Biuebird”; Norah Lane,
Brandon, Manitoba, “Bluebirds in SW
Manitoba”; Don Stiles, Calgary, Al-
berta, “Bluebird Trails in Alberta”; Deni
Hershberger, Plains, Montana, “For
Rent: House with a View'; Bryan
Shantz, La Coembe, Alberta, “Bluebird
Banding and Recovery”; Garry Walsh,
Police Lake, Alberta, “Bluehirds in the
Chief's View"”; and Bob LeBlanc, Crys-

tal Lakes, Montana, “Bluebirds of
Crystal Lakes.”
Duncan Mackintosh and Art

Report of Mountain Bluebird Trail Conference

mail-order nurseries specialize in
plants that attract wildlife. Check
gardening magazines for advertised
nursery catalogs.

3. Local Conservation Groups—
Local chapters of the Audubon Soci-
ety, garden ¢lubs and other conser-
vation-oriented organizations some-
times sell fruiting trees and shrubs for
their fund-raising projects.
P.O. Box 110
E. Hampstead, NH 03826

Aylesworth presented certificates of
appreciation for superior efforts in
bluebird conservation to Garry Walsh,
Bob LeBlanc, Ernie Friesen, Ruth
Stearns, Hazel Hudson, Grace Nor-
gard, Alan McCaskill, Dave Eddington,
Ralph Erdman, and Deni Hershberger.
Duncan then presented plagues to
Harold Hughes, Deni Hershberger, and
Hazel Ross for their outstanding con-
tributions to the MBT organization.

During the business session it
was decided to forego the annual MBT
Conference in 1985 so there will not be
a conflict with the 1985 North Ameri-
can Bluebird Society Annual Meeting
to be held in Red Deer, Alberta, Can-
ada. The next MBT Conference will be
held in western Montana in 1986. The
same officers and Board of Directors
will be retained by the MBT organiza-
tion until the 1986 Conference.

Before adjourning for the after-
noon several short items were covered:
Tom Matsko gave a review of MBT
activities in the Great Falls, Montana,
area; Bryan Shantz expressed a desire
for an expanded program to aid all
cavity nesting birds; and Barbara Han-
sen presented a brief resume of blue-
bird activities in the Glasgow, Mon-
tana, area.

The Conference concluded with a
no-host dinner at the El Rancho Motel.
After dinner John Amatt, manager of
the Everest Expedition 1982, presented
a talk-slide program entitled “Everest:
The Canadian Challenge.” ]

Adapted from minutes of the Con-
ference by Gladys H. Galli, Secretary MBT
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BLUEBIRD WEEK IN NEW YORK STATE

Miss Fran Hanes, president of the
Upstate New York Bluebird Society,
holds a copy of the official proclama-
tion declaring the first annual Blue-
bird Week in New York State from May
B-12, 1984. NABS board member Sadie
Dorber along with State Senator
Warren Anderson and his wife, Eieanor,
were instrumental in obtaining pas-
sage of this legislation to honor the
official bird of New York State.

i

Photograph by Michelle Frankfurter

Fran Hanes, State Senator James Donovan and Bucky Hoover at an Upstate
New York Biuebird Society nesting box in celebration of Bluebird week, May 6-
12, 1984.
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A Bluebird Nightmare

Laurance Sawyer

Dawn should come soon. But what
was that rumbling, peculair distant
thunder?

He would be calm. Billy was no
one to borrow trouble. A tradition long
cherished by his tribe was a dispo-
sition to cheerfulness under most try-
ing circumstances.

Outside it was still dark when sud-
denly his whoie house was lifted and
carried away to the sound of more
rumbting; noises Billy had never known
before. Long jarring and swaying mo-
tions. Terrible, but bearable.

Suddenly all was quiet. Voices of
humans just outside. No, he must not
look. He would hide. He would disap-
pear. Making himself as small as pos-
sible, he cowered among his brothers
and sisters.

But now it must be day. Light
streamed in through the doorway.
Surely his mother or father would ar-
rive at any lime. "I'm getting hungry;
its been a long night.” Billy had as-
sured himself that a tasty meal was
coming when again his house toppled
back and forth amid thunder and bril-
liant light, The sides were lifted which
left him and his siblings totally unpro-
tected from imminent destruction by
unknown forces.

“Something will get us all I'm
sure,” thought Billy who, in a desper-
ate effort to escape the unseen evil,
left the erstwhile comfort of his family
and what was left of home and made
for a sheltering ledge with all speed.

Amid the roar and the vivid blaze
of lights, he fled into the shadow of the
overhanging refuge. A huge square eye
{or was it a mouth?} turned and
followed his every move. A giant hand
closed over him. More noise. He was
borne back to his cell and his family.
All was dark now except for the door,
lighted from the outside.

More motion. More rumbling. More
hunger. No food yet. Now all was guiet.
Where were mother and father?

A voice!l A familiar one. Yes, it was
mother and father. They were calling to
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each other. They were calling himt
“Mere | am, in here! Had an awful
nightmare. Aimost got killed.”

“Well, son,” said Rusty, through a
beakful of grasshopper, “we thought
the Man took you-all somewhere. Be
calm. It's a beautiful day. All's well
now. But it was a long time. Your father
and | have been a bit anxious, but we
knew the Man was O.K. and would get
our home and family back here in time
foralate breakfast.”

“Sa it wasn't all
dream?”

“No Billy. | don't know what you
youngsters experienced or where you
went, but whatever it was, it really hap-
pened during the last three hours.”

“Wow!” said Billy as he gulped a
bit of nourishment, | wish | knew what
it was that happened.”

just a bad

How do you explain to a 13-day-oid
bluebird that he was the star of a live
television early morning talk show
twenty miles away in a big city. And
that thousands of people were infiu-
enced to help bring back the little
birds-in-blue we knew as kids back on
the farm? [

Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is avaitable for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the foflowing ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 209808-0295. Please allow a
month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.
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What’s a Mother to Do?

After you operate a bluebird trail for a few years you’ll find that,
from time to time, boxes need to be repaired or replaced. But | am
not so sure this endeavor is all that it’s cracked up to be.

It was time, time for good old box Sm22 to be taken down to make
way for new. | really hated to see it go 'cause when we could keep
the House Sparrows out the bluebirds did use it. Anyway, the old box
was laid to rest a few yards away on the ground next to a fence row
—figured the mice always did want it so they could have it now.
Well, it’s always nice to have some help and that’s what the farmer
must have thought he was doing when he hung good old SM22 on the
fence. He didn’t wire or nail it; he just hung it on. Now the silly thing
is just dangling there swinging back and forth like one of those plas-
tic hands on a spring waving from the back window of a pickup
truck.

And I'll be a blue-nosed gopher. Out of all the boxes 4'z-feet off
the ground on greased steel pipe facing southeast, the bluebirds
picked this one hanging on the fence. | mean, what's a mother to do?

What are those birds thinking anyway? What with cold snowy win-
ters, wet windy springs, ice storms, dogs, cats, parasites, other
birds, ‘coons, snakes, mice, and people, why should they take up
nesting in this spit, wire, gum, and wood junk-box teetering on a
fence facing west? You know the only thing missing out front is a
couple of old cars on cement blocks and a refrigerator lying on its
side with the door off. You'd never see any respectable House
Sparrow in that thing. Oh, no, they’'re over at the Sheraton Inn, 4Vz-
feet up on a greased steel pipe facing southeast.

But you know what? There'’s something right about the way it
looks, something that says there’s a lesson here. But, honestly,
what's a mother to do?

Jim Coffman

158 Walker St.
Tiffin, OH 44883
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Bluebird Rehabilitation

Christine Schaefer

aving been a licensed rehabilita-

tor for the past nine years, | have
raised baby bluebirds from as young as
one day old. During the 1983 bluebird
nesting season | received numerous
phone calls from bluebird trail opera-
tors requesting assistance in feeding
orphaned young birds. The 1983 first
brood nesting season was unusually
cold and rainy causing a scarcity of
food for the nesting bluebirds.

| have found the following substi-
tute diet more than adequate in rais-
ing young bluebirds. First, | take strips
of lean beef and cut them into the ap-
proximate size of meal worms. Next, |
soak the meat in fruit juice and roll it
in pulverized bone meal. {The natural
bone meal tablets with vitamin D are
ideal.) Each bluebird should receive
approximately 20 grains of powdered
bone meal (two tablets) each day, at
widely-spaced intervals.

A major problem is the inability of
the young bluebirds to maintain
normal body temperature. | take a dry,
abandoned bluebird nest, line it with
tissues to facilitate maintaining sani-
tary conditions, and place it in a small
box, covering the top with a piece of
cheeasecloth. This box is placed on a
heating pad which is my substitute for
the brooding mother. The heating pad
should be kept on medium settings
continuously until the bluebirds are 10
to 12 days old.

When the birds are 14 to 16 days
old they are ready to be moved to a
flight cage. Their diet at this point con-
sists of calcium tablets and meal
worms. By consulting my bluebird trail
records, | can find a box containing
young birds about to fledge. Due to the
age of the bluebirds in this box (15 to
17 days) | do not yet introduce my
orphaned birds, as this might induce
premature fledging. As scon after the
fledging as possible, | place my blue-
birds in the box. Underneath that box is
stationed a tape recorder with a tape
blaying the food cry of these very same
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young birds! When played at maximum
volume these anguished cries invar-
iably arouse the curiosity of the adult
male, who comes to the box and then
accepts the orphaned birds. | have
found that the survival rate of the
fledglings is dramatically higher when
this method of release is utilized rather
than when they are merely cut loose.

The rearing of baby birds is a fuil-
time job. The young should be fed
every 15 minutes from dawn to dusk.
If one does not have the time to take
the place of the parents, he should try
to find a nesting box containing young
of approximalely the same age as blue-
birds will accept orphaned birds.

Contact your local Game Protec-
tor as it is illegal under both federal
and state laws to retain birds. Trans-
port the bird(s) in a cardboard box.
The box should be well ventilated and
just large enough to allow the bird
some movement, Good luck! |

P.O.Box 135
Muncy, PA 17756
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Photographs by Christine Schaefer

Some of the Eastern Bluebirds raised by licensed rehabilitator and master bander
Christine Schaefer.
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DISCOVERY

The box was empty hollow wooden slightly scuffed
A rectangle perched on a pole with a folding lid and a hole in the front

It stayed empty and | mourned

Dally | watched the box and uttered unspoken desire
A flick of blue... could it be?

Yes! Yes! there he sat on the top of the brown wooden box
A transplanted piece of the sky

Fascinated, | withdrew from reality and waited.

The one and one-half inch hole attracted his attention and,
Clinging with adhesive feet, he poked his head inside
Once—twice—three times, then withdrew his head

And contemplated what he had seen.

Satisfied, he returned to the lid of the box and excitedly
Moved his wings to communicate bodily with the lighter hued
Bird sitting in the nearby bush.

His movements brought her close and then she, too, critically
Examined the wooden box.

Rejoice

A pair of bjuebirds had selected thelr new home,

Edith Miller
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A First Experience

Helen Bruss

don’t remember seeing a bluebird

uniil we retired in April 1982 and
moved to this beautiful area near
Mountain Home, Arkansas. One day,
while taking my daily walk, | saw two
bluebirds not far from our home. That
triggered a visit to the library for more
information. My husband built two
bluebird houses from instructions in
one of the books | brought home. In
early February 1983, he put one house
on a tree in the front yard and the other
in the back yard.

We watched anxiously every day,
but the little houses stayed vacant.
How do you advertise in biuebird land
that there is available an ideal home,
rent free? Then, on 5 March, like magic,
there was a bird sitting possessively
on top of the house out front. A quick

scramble for binoculars and it was ver-
ified—the bird was blue with a reddish
breast! it was not long before the
second one appeared. There were days
of hurried activity in which the pair
took turns carrying nesting materials
into the house. Then followed a quieter
period with the master sitting on top of
the house while the mistress was in-
side. He guarded his domain jealously
chasing away other birds, including
the flickers who had considered the
yard their territory.

As this was our first bluebird ex-
perience, we did not go near the nest
for fear we would frighten them away
permanently. S0 we never knew how
many eggs or babies there were, al-
though later we caught glimpses of a
family of bluebirds arcund the edges
of the lawn among the wooded areas.

Jeffrey Bruss, 11, near nesting box in Midway, Arkansas, which was

invaded by flying squirrels.
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After it was obvious that the occu-
pants had departed, we opened the
house. The book stated that if you
want the birds 1o return you must clean
out the old nesting debris. The nest we
found inside was smooth and finely
woven. The depth of the material was
only about two inches. One half of the
floor o1 the house contained the inden-
tation for the nest; the other half was a
straw platform. There was no trace of
teathers, egg shells, or other trash. It
was as tidy as though the departing
tenants had vacuumed it in expecta-
tion of having their damage deposit
returned.

Bluebirds as Architects

Rebuilding of the nest began on 5
June 1983. Again, we avoided going
near it. By 12 July the birds had as-
sumed their roles of protector and pro-
tected. As before, we never caught
sight of the progeny. We hope they
were many and their departure safe.

A few days after the house was
abandoned, we lifted the cover. There
was another smooth, clean nest, al-
though the design was different from
the earlier one. It was built much high-
er, almost flush with the opening, with
the indentation exactly centerad.

There must be a reason for the
differing architecture of the two nests.
The conjecture of a novice is this: The
earlier one was built during April's

chilly weatner; therefore, it was lower
inside as protection from the draft
coming in through the opening. The
platform was placed so the parents
could stand inside while feeding the
young. The weather was much warmer
when the second nest was started, and
the days eventually became downright
hot. The elevated summer nest was de-
signed to benefit the occupants from
any breeze coming through the door-
way. No platform was needed, as it
was morg comfortable for the parents
to perch just outside the opening to
feed the nestlings.
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Flying Squirrel Invasion

The back yard bluebird house was
available for occupancy the same time
as the one in the front yard. Although
the birds had raised two families in the
front box, there was no interest in the
box behind our house until 16 July
1983. Suddenly, there was frantic ac-
tivity in and out of the nesting box.
The birds carried great gobs of straw
and twigs, usually more than the open-
ing would accommodate, thus losing
much of it as they squeezed through
the door. Finally, the nest was com-
pleted and by 27 Juty we surmised the
eggs were being incubated. However,
after several days the birds disap-
peared. On 10 August we looked inside
the house and found one little blue
egg. We left it, hoping perhaps the
female was still in the neighborhood
and we had missed seeing her.

Female flying squirrel three feet
above nesting box originally occupied
by bluebirds. Phatograph by Nancy Bruss
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Photograph byiNancy Bruss

Flying squirrel approximately one week old.

When our daughter-in-law and two
grandsons arrived on 12 August, they
were as happy as we were to see the
egg still in the nest. We were still wor-
ried that we had not seen either of the
parent birds. The next day daughter-
in-law Nancy decided to check the egg
again. She lifted the top off the house
and was startled to find herself star-
ing into two frightened animal eyes in
a fluffed-up mass of twigs and dried
grass. She quickly replaced the cover
and dashed into the house for her cam-
era. All of us rushed out with her to
investigate this curiosity. Nancy
focused the camera while Grandpa
gently lifted the top off the birdhouse.
Quickly, Mama flying squirrel scam-
pered up the tree, but not very far. She
stubbornly stayed just a few feet above
our heads and watched while Grandpa
parted the loose nesting material
{(which completely filled the interior of
the house) to reveal three tiny squirm-
ing creatures. The children were
thrilled. At first, | was stunned, then
furious that the animals had displaced
“my” bluebirds. There was no sign of
a blue egg. Had Mama squirrel eaten
the egg? Had there also been other
eggs in the nest that met the same
fate?

Throughout their two-week visit,
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the children enjoyed monitoring the
baby squirrels. Zrandpa and Grandma
are still looking for a deterrent to fly-
ing squirreis. &

Route 1, Box 197
Midway, AR 72651

Dr. Lawrence Zeleny comments: The
author should not hesitate to look in on
her nesting bluebirds occasionally.
This will sometimes serve a useful pur-
pose in addition to enhancing her en-
joyment of the birds. Proper monitor-
ing will not cause the bluebirds to
desert their nest. See Sialia 6(2):55-56.

The author's speculation as to
why her bluebirds built their second
brood nest much higher than their
nest for the first brood is quite inter-
esting. It is well known that bluebirds
sometimes build very shaliow and at
other times very deep nests. Avail-
ability of suitable nesting material and
urgency to complete a nest before
eggs are due to be laid are usually
thought to be the principal factors re-
sponsible for these differences. Antic-
irated seasonal weather conditions
may also be a factor as the author sur-
mises.

(Continued wn page 109)
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Nevada Joins States with Bluebird Trail Activity

The Autumn 1983 issue of Sialia
(p. 122) mentions Nevada as one of
eight states where there has been little
or no bluebird conservation activity re-
ported. There is now a bluebird enthus-
iast at work in that state.

Donna Hagerman, resident and
teacher in Reno, Nevada, had taken
pictures of bluebirds in northern Idaho
where her father, Clarence Hagerman,
has been operating a bluebird trail near
Pinehurst for the past four years and
serving as a director of Mountain Blue-
bird Trail.

Donna wanted to establish a trait
so in late February her parents jour-
neyed to Reno to give her some assist-
ance. On one occasion while Donna
and her dad were out establishing the
52-box trail, they were confronted by a
Nevada game warden. He questioned
them closely as to what they were do-

sent along this photograph of Santa
Claus and Knox County Bluebird which
is an attention getter. “Bluebird”
appears at schools, meetings, craft
shows—wherever the message of sav-
ing bluebirds can be presented effec-
tively.
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ing. After being shown a bluebird box
and receiving an explanation of the
program, the warden remarked, *Well,
| never heard of anybody doing such a
thing.” He wanted to know If they were
doing this on their own or if they were
working through some kind of an
organization. Once his fears were
quelied, he became very interested and
implied that he would be helping to
watch the boxes to prevent vandaiism.

While the Hagermans were put-
ting out the boxes, a number of
migrating bluebirds were observed in
the area. Four days later, three pairs
were observed going in and out of
boxes so there is cause for optimism.
Welcome to bluebird conservation,
MNevada.

Material furnished by Ciarence Hager-
man. Donna Hagerman's address s 5070
Eldorado Drive, Reno, NV 83507,

Trall Directory Additlons

If you have monitored a trail of 50 or more
boxes for three years or more and would be
willing to offer advice, tours, or a site for
research give us your name, telephone, ad-
dress, time tours would be possible, and
the county, city and state where your trall is
located.

Mail above information to Bluebird Trall
Directory, NABS, Box 6295, Silver Spring,
MD 20906-0295,

WANTED: Back Issues of Sialia

Don't discard back issues of S/alia/
if, for any reason, you cannot keep past
copies of the bluebird journal return
them and claim a tax deduction of
$2.50 for each.

Many new members desire complete
sets of back issues which we are
unable to supply. Copies of Volume,
1:1,2 and Volume 3:2 are particularly-
needed. Mail back issues io head-
quarters:

North American Bluebird Society

Box 6235

Silver Spring, MD 20306-0295

Sialia, Summer 1984



The Bermuda Bluebird Society

Mary D. Janetatos

The Bermuda Bluebird Soclety
was officially launched at Government
House In Hamilton on 23 February
1984. During the ceremony President
Thomas D. Quterbridge declared it to
be a ‘“sister soclety” to the North
American Bluebird Society. On hand to
witness the event were the following
NABS officers: Larry Zeleny, Founder;
President Lillian Files; Treasurer
Chuck Dupree and his wife, Betty; and
Executive Director Mary Janetatos.

On the trip from airport to lodging
flowers were blooming, the harsh voice
of the Kiskadee was heard everywhere
and bluebirds abounded. This is
because the bluebird conservation
movemeant was spearheaded many
years ago by David Wingate, the
island’s chief conservation officer. Mr.
Wingate placed and menitored many
nesting boxes on public and private
sites scattered throughout the islands.

He had travelled to the Third An-
nual Meeting of NABS held at Gunston
Hall, VA, to describe the problems and
success of his program (Sjalia 3(1):35).
In his talk that year he described the
usual problems bluebirds face with
European Starlings and House Spar-
rows; however, in Bermuda a more
serious problem developed. The
Kiskadee Flycatcher, which was im-
ported to control a certain species of
lizard, also preyed on the bluebird.

Then a young folk-rock singer,
Thomas Outerbridge, became In-
terested in the bluebird conservation
cause. When he sang at various gather-
ings in the tiny island country, the
media publicized his appearances, So
he set about educating the Bermuda
public to the needs of the bluebird via
the print and broadcast media.

His idea of selling nesting boxes
for Christmas was a great success. His
design is unique: The box is triangular,
a type of A-frame. It has been dubbed
the “Bermuda triangle’” by the

resourceful Mr. Quterbridge. The style
attempts to discourage sparrows and
also requires a minimum amount of
lumber. David Wingate had also
originated an experimental nesting box
which was conical in shape. His hope
was that the sparrows would reject the
box because they could not perch on
top of it due to the cone shape. Its suc-
cess will be watched and reported in
the future.

For the benefit of the visitors
David Wingate conducted tours of his
conservation areas; some of the many
tiny islets were set aside as wildlife
refuges. The group saw the nesting
Cahows (Bermuda Petrel) and the
heronries, two unigue conservation
projects for which Mr. Wingate is justly
famous. '

NABS members had become ac-
quainted with Tommy Outerbridge at
the Sixth Annual Meeting when he had
presented his program on videc
cassette, “Happiness is a Bluebird in
Your Garden.” It was as completely dif-
ferent as any bluebird story. The au-
dience had been captivated by the
original song composed by Tommy
Outerbridge, “Mr. Bluebird Blue.”

In the late afternocn of 23 Febru-
ary, the festivities culminated in the
ceremonial erection of a bluebird
nesting box on the spacious lawn of
Government House. Lady Dunrossil,
wife of the Queen’s representative on
Bermuda assisted Tommy Outerbridge
in the placement of the box. The invited
guests looked on when suddenly a
most welcome sight and sound start-
led everyone. There, in the nearby
trees, was a pair of bluebirds, the male
singing sweetly and the female flitting
about as they seemed to watch the pro-
ceedings!
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It was a jubilant group which
entered the elegant building for reflec-
tions and refreshments. Tom Quter-
bridge ably guided the program as
David Wingate, Lawrence Zeleny, and
Mary Janetatos gave their comments.
Mr. Wingate described his efforts on
behalf of the bluebirds as running into
time limitations until he met Mr. Quter-
bridge. Dr. Zeleny described the en-
couragement he felt at the high level of
interest in Bermuda. Mrs. Janetatos
spoke of the international hue that
bluebird conservation has taken on
since Bermuda now joins the U.S. and
Canada in caring for the bluebirds,

Refreshments were served, and
the many invited guests had a few
moments to become acquainted and to
trade “bluebird yarns.” Among those
present were involved bluebirders from
all’'walks of Bermudian life. One such
guest was Barclay Cuterbridge, older

brother of Thomas. He actually was the
one responsible for introducing his
brother to the world of bluebirds when
both were still children,

Perhaps the most impressive
feature of our stay in Bermuda was not
the gloricus pink sand beach at
Horseshoe Bay, but the sensitivity and
love for the bluebirds shown by the
local populace. Wherever the NABS
group went, (always wearing their
bluebird logos) they were greeted by
bus drivers, waitresses, hotel clerks,
cab drivers, and fellow diners or
customers with a cheery, “So you're
here for the bluebird ceremony!” Yes,
Tommy Quterbridge’s influence had
captivated the local media, which in
turn had educated all in Bermuda
about the treasure they have in the
beautiful bluebird. Their slogan is Tom-
my’s: “Happiness is a bluebird in my
garden!” i

research grants are as follows:

Western Bluebirds. $895.00

NABS RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS

The North American Bluebird Society provides grants in aid for orni-
thological research directed toward cavity nesting species of North
America with an emphasis on the genus Sialia. The 1984 recipients of

BLUEBIRD GRANT—Jeffrey Brawn
Topic: The Effect of Habitat and Density on the Breeding Biology of

GENERAL GRANT—Jeffrey Froke
Topic: The Role of Nest Boxes in the Study and Management of
Cavity Nesting Birds. $1000.00

STUDENT GRANT—Gregory Hayward
Topic: Habitat Reguirements and Distribution of the Boreal Owl in
the Northern Rocky Mountains. $900.00

We wish these individuals success with their individual research and
look forward to future articles in Sialia once their siudies are complete.

Theodore W. Gutzke
Research Committee Chairman
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Foster Parenting Saves Some Bluebirds

Betsy Lawrence

We have had bluebirds nesting
here for eight years. One box (the first)
we put on our vegetable garden fence
post eight years ago when we saw our
first pair. It’'s about 30 feet from the
kitchen window and every year since It
was put up it has held at least two
broods each summer. But this summer
a mockingbird moved into the area.
The only birds he chases or attacks
are robins and male bluebirds. | won-
der if this mockingbird caused my first
bluebird nesting problem.

In early June (the fourth to be ex-
acty both bluebird parents disap-
peared. Their four babies were about
two weeks old. Any time the parents
tried getting near the box to feed their
young, the mockingbird was in full
chase. | witnessed many knockdown
drag-cut fights between them with
feathers flying. It was the same situa-
tion with a pair of rocbins feeding their
nestlings under the porch roof,

Anyway, | watched the bluebird
box for four or five hours to see if a
parent would return t¢ feed the screech-
ing babies, | finally called Bob Schut-
sky. He said that another pair of blue-
birds would adopt the orphans; fortun-
ately, | knew of a neighbor's box with
only one baby of about the same age
in it. 8o eight hours fater ! transferred
a nestling male and female to it. The
foster parents began feeding them
right away. The neighbor and | watched
for about an hour. That left me with
two abandoned babies in my box.
Since it was late in the day, | left them
there overnight. The next morning,
bright and early, | checked my box and
they were still alive but dirty from brok-
en fecal sacs. | wiped them off with a
dry tissue, put them in a paper bag,
and drove them to the foster parents’
box. The foster parents went nearly
“nuts’” feeding them, but they man-
aged and fledged all five just four days
later. In a way this proves the impor-
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tance of monitering area boxes. It also
emphasizes that baby bluebirds should
not be adopted by peopie if another
bird is available to feed and fledge
them.

Well, I'm appearing to be out to
kill a mockingbird for sure.

After cleaning out the box, another
pair of bluebirds immediately nested in
it. The first pair were banded and these
were not. Four eggs were laid and they
hatched the third or fourth of July. As
soon as feeding began, the mocking-
bird began attacking other birds again
—especially the male bluebird. The
male disappeared on 8 July. Yesterday,
the female fledged two of this brood.
Two more remain in the box. They're
screeching away for food and we hope
she’ll return with some, but this fime
there is no area box available to ac-
cept them. “Survival of the fittest” or
something? Postscript: This morning |
checked the box but only the “runt”
was in it, and it was so weak it could
not lift its head. | left it alone and it
was dead by afternoon when | looked
again. The other nestling was strong
encugh to have hopped out; | hope the
mother came back and cared forit. @

88 Lucky Hill Road
West Chester, PA 19380

Y T = = i T e Rl i Et S
(FIRST—continued from page 105)

In some localities flying squirrels
often take over bluebird nesting boxes
for raising their own young. They aiso
may act as predators, destroying blue-
bird eggs and nestlings. These beauti-
ful little animals are woodland inhabi-
tants and seldom venture very far from
wooded areas. Nesting boxes located
75 feet or more from any wooded area
are unlikely to be visited by flying
squirrels. Mounting the boxes on
smooth metal poles also heips to dis-
courage these squirrels, especially if
the poles are smearsed with soft auto-
maobile grease. |
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North Carolina Symposium

Mary D. Janetatos

‘“Winter Feeding and Predater
Control” was the topic of a NABS
symposium held in Southern Pines,
North Carclina, on Saturday, 27 April
1984, in the Sheraton Motor Inn. About
50 people attended, mostly from near-
by siates, with the exception of one
from New York State and one from
Massachusetts. As M.C., Gay Duncan
introduced Ruby Finch who gave the
invocation. She quoted a passage from
Psalms and spoke a prayer invoking
the blessing of our Almighty Father
upon bluebirders and their work with
His creation.

Chuck Dupree, treasurer of NABS,
introduced the officers and board
members who were able to attend the
meeting. He then spoke about several
ideas concerning predator control
which have been originated by mem-
bers. These include placing hardware
cloth in the bottom of the nesting box
to cause blowfly larvae to fall to the
bottom; using 4-inch PVC solid drain
pipe for mounting boxes, and putting
cone-shaped tops on nesting boxes to
discourage sparrows. He encouraged
members to report successes and fail-
ures of their new ideas. Chuck could
not resist relating the success of the
widely read article in National Wild-
iife Magazine (April-May 1984} entitled,
“Blueprints for Bluebirds” by Eileen
Lanzafama. In the article Roger Tory
Peterson, Chandler S. Robbins, Eugene
Morton and Craig Tufts praise the ef-
forts of the bluebird conservationists.
Upwards of 4,000 requests have been
received as a result of placing the
NABS address at the end of the article;
therefore, the number of bluebirders
should increase greatly as a result of
this publicity.

Next, Larry Zeleny spoke of some
ideas he was aware of regarding preda-
tor control. In one instance, a blue-
birder attempting to discourage
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snakes used an inverted wastebasket
mounted on a metal pcle underneath
the nesting box. Another idea was put
forth by a man wishing to repel rac-
coons who took off his sweat-soaked
undershirt and hung it on the bottom
of the nesting box. Presumably, the
human odor discouraged the raccoons.,

Larry also described the promising
results he is experiencing in discour-
aging sparrows by using modified plas-
tic jugs as nesting boxes. There has
been no record of a sparrow nesting
successfully in a properly modified jug,
yet bluebirds have used them repeated-
ly on Larry’s trail in Beltsville, MD.

The North Carclina Department of
Natural Resources was represented on
the prograrn by Melinda Welton of the
Community Affairs Division. Melinda
spoke of the contribution people could
make to benefit nongame wildlife by
way of a check-off item on their state
income tax form. As in other states,
native cavity nesting birds have been
aided; in North Carolina most notably
their precaricus population of Red-
cockaded Woodpeckers is receiving
help.

Jack Finch described his expeti-
ments and efforts in the winter feed-
ing of bluebirds. Jack and a small army
of his friends harvested all of the dog-
wood berries they could find (dogwood
berries are a preferred food of blue-
birds and many other birds). He and
his helpers found that by refrigerating
the berries they could replenish their
feeders throughout the winter enabling
them to attract bluebirds to their feed-
ers. He also made a 'cavity-type”
feeder with 1%2-inch holes to admit
bluebirds, but not larger birds. Of
course sparrows avoid Jack Finch’s
precincts or wind up “staying perma-
nently.” Jack alsc described a foii for

{Continued on page 119)
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membership Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all whao are
interested in communicating ther ideas
and actions concernmg bluebird conser-
vation. We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming!

Dear Editor:

On behalf of the Catesby Bird Club,
| would like to express our apprecia-
tion to Sialia, the North American Blue-
bird Society, and Mrs. Margaret Whitte-
more for the use of your cover draw-
ing being used by our club on our
1983-84 yearbook. | regret we were un-
able to use the entire work but the
equipment being used in printing our
book limited us to only the bluebird.
We feel quite privileged in the use of
this lovely drawing. By copy of this let-
ter, please convey our thanks to Mrs.
Whittemore and the appropriate peo-
ple at your headquarters.

SarahW. Cooke
President, Catesby Bird Club
High Point, North Carolina

Dear Editor:

Last spring we put up a bluebird
box for the first time. We were fortun-
ate to have two broods (a total of nine
babies) raised in the box. While watch-
ing bluebirds may not increase the
quantity of llfe for man, it has indeed
enhanced the quallty of life for us. We
derived many hours of pleasure at
practically no cost.

M.A. Milam
Ware Shoals, South Carolina

Dear Editor:

Enclosed Is my check for senior ¢it-
izen dues in the North American Blue-
bird Society. Your magazine is wonder-
full

Margaret Damsgaard
Mantomedi, Minnesota

Dear Margaret Damsgaard:
We hope you continue to enjoy
Sialia. Thanks for your kind comments.

Dear Editor:

A reader recently asked in your
“Question Corner” if anyone has de-
vised a food for biuebirds in the win-
ter. We have had great success with a
food referred to as “Magic Mix.” Itis a
mixture of six parts white or yellow
cornmeal, two parts each of lard and
peanut butter, and a tablespcon or so
of molasses.

Joseph Rojakovick
Mountain Home, Arkansas

Dear Joseph Rojakovick:

Thanks for your recipe. The Autumn
issue of Sialia will contain a success
story attesting to the attractiveness of
a similar recipe.,

Dear North American Bluebird Society:
A suggestion from enthusiastic
members of your society: Add an addi-
tional membership category for
couples at $15.00 and change the copy
at the top of the dues envelope to read
“We (instead of |) want to help.” This
recognizes the likelihood that couples
are ardent bluebird lovers.
E.C. Eisenhart
Charlottesville, Virginia
P.S. Yes, we do have bluebirds! And
thanks to your society.




Dear Editor:

! am 35 years old and have never
seen an Eastern Bluebird in southeast-
ern Wisconsin. Three years ago | put
up five nesting boxes and had success
with Tree Swallows, chickadees and
House Wrens but no bluebirds. | never
gave up hope. This year on April 11
perched on top of one of my boxes
were both a male and female Eastern
Blueblrd. Needless t0 say I've been
floating around in the clouds. Thanks
to people like you and all the others
who have done their best to help bring
this beautiful bird back. Without your
efforts | may not be enjoying these
wonderful birds.

Cyndi Scott
Mukwonago, Wisconsin

Cear Edltor:

{ just finished reading the letter from
Seibert Meade regarding mouse traps
put In bluebird boxes to discourage
House Sparrows. | knew | had to write
to you.

Last spring we put up une bluebird
house In our yard at the edge of town
dreaming of attracting bluebirds. Of
course, the first birds that came to in-
vestigate were House Sparrows. | had
my husband put the mousetrap in the
box (I certainly wasn't going to get
snapped!) after there was nesting ac-
tivity observed. We really chuckled to
ourselves at how the sparrow must
have come flying out the hole! At least
they left the box alone for a couple of
weeks after the trap was sprung. | was
very careful to observe that no
desirable birds were interested in the
box.

We were out of town for one day and
checked the box as soon as we got
home. Imagine our horror at finding
half a dozen House Wren tail feathers
in the mousetrap. The next morning we
heard the wren’s bubbling song and
after checking him with binoculars,
sure enough, there was the wren with
half a tail.

One bit of good news though: "Our”
wren attracted a mate who must not
have been interested in his looks be-
cause together they raised one brood.
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He was around all summer and | never
did see his tail cocked.

A word to the wise—if you’re going
to use mousetraps, be sure you know
who is interested in your blueblrd box!

Barbara Stolz
Mitchell, South Dakota

Dear Editor:
| was successful In attracting blue-
birds to my backyard from 1967 to
1977. But the severe winters evidently
tock their toll and none came to nest
until the summer of '83.
Then | lost two fledglings In the box
becguse of the hot weather.
| am continuously trying new
designs for nest boxes as | dearly love
to see the blusebirds in my yard.
John T. Stelzer
Defiance, Ohlo

Dear Editor:

Has anyone noticed or reported a
drop In hatching rates for bluebird
eggs when chemlcal lawn sprays were
introduced into a nesting area? After
two very good years—success with
about half a dozen boxes—we have
had two very bad years. Eggs were
found in deserted boxes, some were
broken and some simply never hatched,
In the past two years use of chemical
lawn sprays has Increased” in the
neighborhood. Also, the last two years
have been years of late snow and cold
spells in late spring. The chemicals un-
doubtedly cut the birds’ food supply,
but the weather may be the deadly fac-
tor. | would be interested in knowing
what others in the northeast have ex-
perienced in these last two years.

Dot Plyler
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania

Dear Dot Piyler:

We have not had a great many blue-
birders complain about egg ar nestling
loss due to the proximity of lawn
sprays, but we would be glad to hear
from jndividuals who have suffered
losses from their nesting boxes in a
manner that would suggest chemical
lawn sprays were a major factor.
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BLUEBIRD TALES

Mary D. Janetatos

Bluebirds finally came back to my
yard this spring in March as if on
schedule. This event was greeted with
great joy at NABS headquarters. While
area members had told me of bluebirds
wintering over and coming to feeders,
none of them had graced my yard
despite my supplying water, currants
and other treats. | can well identify
with the commonly asked gquestion,
“What can | feed bluebirds in winter?”
Any food | put out for bluebirds is
grabbed immediately by mockingbirds.
| cannot even echo the statement of
Sandra Tillisch of Oskaloosa, KS, who
writes, “| have two bird feeders which
are visited all the time by anything
wearing feathers. What | have noticed
...1s visiting bluebirds on the fence near
the feeders. | have never seen them at
the feeders, just close by.” Perhaps
this nesting season | ¢an acclimate the
bluebirds to my Sawyer log feeder,
maybe for meal worms. Or would that
be “spoiling” them?

Some bluebirders use the winter
months to show the NABS slide pro-
gram in their communities. Emil Klan-
char of Irwin, PA and Alberth Goga,
Harrison City, PA, as members of the
“NABS Speakers’ Bureau” gave talks
in western Pennsylvania to the West-
moreland County Bird Club as reported
by Linda G. Christenson, Norwin
Homemakers according to Nancy L.
White, the Alwine Civic Association
says Grace Amour, the elementary en-
richment program in the Mt. Pleasant
School District according to Mrs. Gail
L. Blank and in the fourth and fifth
grades of St. Agnes School as reported
by teachers Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Quinlan,
Miss Ciavarra, and Sister Jacinta. I'd
say Emil and Al made good use of a
long cold winter to help bluehirds just
as they have for many years.

Also helping out as a speaker was
Donna Tarr who kindly did an extra talk
ata Reston, VA, school when a request
came in. She wrote in February, “It
has been fun promoting bluebirds in
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my new, developing subdivision. New-
comers especially seem to be inter-
ested in putting out a box. A house is
not a home until you put up a btuebird
box in the backyard!”

In Alberta, VA, longtime bluebird ac-
tivist Meade Flinn alsc actively pro-
motes membership in NABS. As Millie
Gelinas writes from Meredith, VA,
"Meade Flinn told me to make sure |
cleaned out the old nest before | got
some more [bluebirds]. And when talk-
ing to him this week he encouraged me
tojoin the bluebird society.”

Charter member Catherine Bal-
lisch of Stevenson, MD, successfully
inspired her friend Dee Hardie to write
her March column “View from Thorn-
hill Farm” on bluebirds which ap-
peared in House Beautiful magazine in
March 1984 This touching article gave
NABS® address and generated hun-
dreds of requests for information. One
of those individuals, Ann Chenault of
Frankfort, KY, wrote, “| just finished
reading Dee Hardie's column and am
reminded of an experience | had when |
was a child. | was rushing intc our
house cne summer day when | was
eight or nine years cld. When [ reached
for the door handle, | felt something
soft and warm in my hand. It was a
bluebird. | don't have the faintest idea
how it came to he there, but, never-
theless, there it was. | locked at it and
it looked at me for about three
seconds, and then it flew away. Only
three seconds but | have never for-
gotten that little miracle of blue light
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that flashed in my hand. Sc beautitul,
so fragile."

A February radio program in Bur-
lington, VT, on bluebirds was given by
Fran Howe and generated many re-
quests for information. Fran and her
husband sent these themselves using
brochures sent from NABS head-
quarters.

Irene Van Tassel of the Quitta-
pahilla Audubon Society, Lebancn, PA,
tells of a special night for a special
“Mr. Bluebird” of the area. "Our night
with Del Zimmerman was especially
nice as so many folks came out to
thank him.”

One late winter evening Chuck
Dupree, Larry Zeleny and | presented a
program for the Prince Georges County
(MD) Auduben Chapter meeting. At the
end of an informative and enjoyable
evening, a special Audubon Society
Award was made to Chuck. Since he is
so low key and deoes s0 much behind
the scenes, It is often only those work-
ing closely with him who reallze the
magnitude and effectiveness of his
efforts. His value to NABS has always
been incalculable.

In late March lightning struck
NABS in the form of a fine article in
National Wildlife Magazine written by
Eileen Lanzafama. Her material had
highlighted NABS members Junius
Birchard of Hackettstown, NJ, Larry
Zeleny, David Pitts of Martin, TN, and
Gene Morton of Severna Park, MD.
The article related how an army of vol-
unteers had worked together with a
positive effect in increasing the num-
bers of bluebirds everywhere by plac-
ing and monitoring nesting boxes. The
address of the Society had been pro-
vided so within a short time there were
thousands of inquiries from all over the
country. Catherine Weikart of Clinton,
M|, wrote plaintively, I have a redwood
box and have had it for almost 10 years
now—but no bluebirds. | have put it 8-
10 feet from the ground on different
trees facing a large open field about
100 feet from my home. | don't know
what else to do.”

Pearl Moyer in Palmer, AK, said
that two years ago her son who lives in
Texas had a pair of bluebirds nest in

his mail box. “All mail delivery was
suspended for the duration.” George A.
Scharf, of Deer Lodge, MT, had a spe-
cial treat while he and his wife were on
a sightseeing trip to Yellowstone Park,
“In one small area we must have seen
two or three hundred [bluebirds].
Robert W. Siebert, of Chicago, IL, says
that he had not seen bluebirds in his
area since the late 1940’s, but “. . for
the past two early springs several East-
ern Bluebirds have appeared in the
area for a period of from a few days to
as long as 10 days without reappear-
ance in this quiet residential outlying
urban neighborhood.”

Mrs. Elsie H. Russell also read the
article and found that it brought back
pieasant memories of her childhood. “
would slt for fong periods of time al-
most without breathing watching blue-
birds bulld their nest in a huge cherry
tree on the edge of our yard. Others
would bulld In hoxes my father placed
in various locatlons around the farm,
but the ones that built in the cherry
tree were my very own birds—or so |
thought. | wlll soon be 59 years of age
and as stated In the article, It has been
at least 30 years since | saw a genuine
honest-to-goodness bluebird.”

In New York State, the first annual
Bluebird Week was declared May 6-12,
1984, thanks to the efforts of Sadie
Dorber, NABS board member, State
Senator Warren Anderson and his wifs,
Eleanor. Celebrating in fine style were
Fran Hanes, president of the Upstate
New York Bluebird Soclety, State
Senator James Donovan and Bucky
Hoover.

For a touch of comedy the mall-
bag ylelded a few choice letters, Otto
Christian Schenk of St. Joseph, MO,
writes, '"‘Yearly | pay youngsters
rewards for bullding blueblrd houses
and protectlon. Will you please send
me your plans and any other informa-
tlon which you can spare. Missourl’s
bird is this nice little chap, chapess,
and chaplets.” And from a student in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, ““| would great-
ly appreciate It if you could please
send me some information about the
blueblrds’ home and migrating habits
and other such information. Likse
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maybe some unknown or weird facts
about the bluebird. Could you please
send the information by airmail
because ctherwise it would not reach
me in time to include it in my report.”
Her classmate, Michael Purdy’s re-
quest is one we encounter here and
there, people do confuse the two
species. ‘| am doihg a seventh grade
science project on BLUE JAYS and
would appreciate the following infor-
mation...” | don't think they have
bluebirds or jays in Saudi Arabia.

This spring found me traveling
quite a bit, most of it on behalf of blue-
birds. On a trip to Quebec, Canada,
Larry Zeleny and | witnessed the intro-
duction of a new book, The Return of
the Biuebird by Andre Dion, now trans-
lated from the original French into
English by Jane Brierly. The book is a
visual and literary delight. It tells a
poignant tale of “Bluebird,” who once
abandoned his homeland in Canada
and traveled to a Louisiana Bayou. Us-
ing bird life cycle facts, the tale is per-

sonalized and brings to life the plight
of a lone male bluebird who falls in
love with a brilliant cardinal flower. As
she inevitably dies, she assures him
that there will be '"another time.” The
happy ending is one which will warm
the heart of any bluebird lover.

My own heart was warmed when,
as part of the generous hospitality of
our hosts, Andre and Frances Dion and
their daughters Marie Elaine, Nathalie,
Carole, Martyne, and Sylvie, | visited
the famous Shrine of St. Anne de
Beaupre. After a period of prayer, |
walked around the impressive basilica.
The art spoke to me of biblical times
except atone spot inthe vestry
where, overnead in colorful mosaic,
there was an early colonial scene in
Quebec showing a woman in a garden.
Flying nearby were a Barn Swallow and
a bluebird! It seemed to prove the truth
behind the tale in Dion’s book and |
breathed a silent prayer that it would
be so. |

@ ‘ i

John Davidson, 82, is shown with some of the 100 boxes he has made along
with his “gold” 100th box at the top. The Frederick, Maryland, resident pro-
duces a variety of wooden craft items but is dedicated to the preservation of
the bluebird. He sells the boxes for a modest price and generously donates

the profits to the Society.
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Corner, 19, 72,92, 136

Zeleny Award, 2, 26, 28

Prepared for Siafla by Nancy E. MacClintock-Indexes

e

(NC SYMPOSIUM—continued from page 111)
snakes when he resumed his discus-
sion after the evening dinner. It seems
he uses a special super-smooth fiber-
glass fabric which is mounted on the
nesting box at one end and attached to
a hoop at the other. We hope Jack will
write up these findings, complete with
drawings, for a future issue of Sialia.

Bird banding was the next topic.
Roger and Dottie Foy, NABS board
members, are licensed master bird
banders. Roger described the high
standards they observe in assuring
that the welfare of the birds comes
first. They have banded thousands of
birds and compiled numerous statis-
tics. While only a small percentage of
banded birds are retrieved, the knowl-
edge gained is invaluable.

To culminate the presentations in
the morning, Andre Dion, of Quebec,

Canada, announced the eagerly
awaited translation from French into
English by Jane Brierley of his book,
The Return of the Bluebird. The book
is a beautiful story done allegorically
rather reminiscent of Margaret Cra-
ven's | Heard the Ow/l Call My Name.
It tells the tale of “Bluebird” seeking
his way back to Canada after many
years away, falling in love with a flower,
and learning upon her death that there
will always be “another time.” NABS
is proud to be the sole distributor of
the book in the English-speaking por-
tion of the continent. It is truly an ex-
quisite addition to the body of bluebird
titerature with the poetic text amplified
by faithful drawings in color of the
many other birds met by “Bluebird” in
his odyssey.

Field trips in the afternoon in-
cluded a visit to Gay and Haskell Dun-
can’s home. =



NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY, INC.
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
NOVEMBER 1, 1982 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 1983
Cash Balange - November 1, 1982 $ 13,999.56
Add:

Cash Received

Sale of Siafia Magazine $18,770.00

Sale of boxes, books, staticnery, etc. 41,924.83

Contributions 7,904.53

Membership dues 22,496.98

Interesi 1,332.33

Salss lax collected 301.98

Loan 7,000.00 99,730.65

$113,730.21

Less:
Cash Disbursements

Boxes, books, statlonery, etc. $25,419.89

Sfalia Magazine 15,465.42

Educational material 24,709 .68

Membership fulfiliment 16,509.36

Research 3,824 50

Salarles 2,250.00

Expense acgounts 9,800.00

Postage 8,714.24

Office supplies 47519

Bank charges 145.28

Maryland sales tax remlitted 290.95

Office furniture 474.00 108,178.52
Cash Balance - QOctober 31, 1983 3 555169

Respectfully submitted,

f0eds & Pgren

Delos C. Dupree, Treasurer, NABS

ART CREDITS

Jon E. Boone: 82, 112

Suzanne Pennall Turner: 144

Richard L. Woodward: 84,
Monarch Butterfly on Butterfly
Weed; 94

Howard Youth; 89
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listeri about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.”

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $10¢; Denor, $250. Amounts
over §5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 203906-0295





