





1:17

Jack and Marykaye Weinmann

Achieving a ratio of one bluebird
brood to seventeen Tree Swallow
families is somewhat disappointing to
bluebird enthusiasts, but we’ll take it.
Managing a successful nesting and
subsequent fledging by either species
has been a continuous struggle
against every possible predator.
Skunks, opossums, raccoons, snakes,
domestic cats and House Sparrows
frequent our ten acres located in a fair-
ly wooded, wild farmland area of
southern Michigan.

Having noticed several years ago
that small flocks of bluebirds visited
our property during autumn migra-
tions, we began our nesting program in
1981. The possibility of enticing Tree
Swallows also pleased us. A profusion
of Box Elder sapiings on our land pro-
vided an adequate supply of two to
three inch mounting poles for houses.
Seven standard four by four-inch
bluebird boxes were erected at heights
of five to eight feet in somewhat open
habitat.

Qur beginning efforts were re-
warded: five pairs of Tree Swallows
showed definite interest in those
boxes situated near our five acre pond.
Unfortunately, House Sparrows also
desired the waterfront dwellings. Daily
removal of the sparrows’ nests re-
suited in their subseguent recon-
struction. Shooting the sparrows pro-
vided temporary respite, though they
soon became too wary for this method
of control. For every sparrow dis-
patched, two or three more material-
ized to battle the Tree Swallows for
control of the boxes. Frequent armed
patrols of the nesting area enabled the
Tree Swallows to secure five homes
and they began nesting. Within a week
we noticed building materials scat-
tered below the nesting boxes and fre-
quently heard agitated swallows chirp-
ing during the early morning hours.
Raccoons and possibly cats were mak-
ing nocturnal visits for an easy
swallow meal.

Another week or two passed; the
swallows had either been devoured by
predators, driven off by sparrows or
simply abandoned our boxes for more
hospitabie nesting locations. The last
pair of swallows vacated an ex-
perimental screened, open-top box
which the raccoons had pried open.
Discouraged by our initial effort of
housing construction, we read an arti-
cle in Sialia which mentioned the
utilization of PCV pipe as a deterrent to
climbing adversaries. Too late for the
1981 nesting season, we implemented
the idea in 1982. Nine ten-foot sections
of black smooth-finish 4-inch diameter
PCV pipe were purchased, cut in half
and used to sheath the bases of our old
mounting poles. All posts were buried
one and a half to two feet deep,
resulting in an above ground elevation
of six to eight feet. Houses were at-
tached with one-quarter inch bolts
above the plastic pipe. In addition,
some houses were fitted with three-
quarter inch predator blocks, a precau-
tion which later proved unnecessary.
Twelve new boxes were also
fabricated, sheathed in PCV and pro-
vided with hook-and-eye, top-opening
lids for easy observation and cleaning
access.

Every dwelling was visible from
our house, arranged in a semi-circle
covering two to three acres adjacent to
our pond. Several houses were
situated twenty feet or less apart, an
experiment involving compatibility of
Tree Swallows and bluebirds. The
eagerly anticipated first pair of
bluebirds had arrived late in the spring
of 1982, appeared interested and re-
mained in the vicinity, leisurely in-
vestigating each box every day. Seven
pairs of Tree Swallows arrived later,
did not contest the bluebirds’ chosen
house and immediately were locked in
combat with sparrows for the most
desirable waterside houses. Although
we continued to eradicate sparrows



with firearms whenever possible, they
proved to be plentiful and tenacious.
Obviously, shooting sparrows barely
kept them at bay, alternate solutions to
their abundant replacements were re-
quired. Sialia provided the answer: the
Huber box trap. After setting the trap in
a sparrow-infested home, we observed
the entrapment from our picture win-
dow or suitable vantage point in the
yard. To avoid any possibility of a
trapped sparrow escaping and
simultaneously deter injuring a
desirable bird unwittingly enticed by
the boxes, we use a large clear plastic
bag to envelope the house before free-
ing the catch. The bag is fitted securely
over the nesting box and closed snugly
at the base; the top is then opened and
the sparrow flies into the bag.
Desirabie birds inadvertently in-
carcerated can be released unharmed
by opening the enclosure.

Incorporating the Huber trap and
PCV pipe resulted in immediate
positive results; all seven pairs of Tree
Swallows fledged families without inci-
dent by predation. The initial bluebird
nest ended in failure caused by our ig-
norance of blowfly infestation. A se-
cond bluebird nestin the box was
dusted with rotenone cuiminating in
the subsequent maturation of five
healthy young.

Encouraged by our success in
1982, that fall we began a continuous
sparrow eradication program. As
winter approached, new hordes of
sparrows moved into the territory of
their dispatched ancestors. We pur-
chased a repeating sparrow trap
available from most seed catalogues
and trapped and disposed of approx-
imately 20 undesirables. Hourly
monitoring of the trap assured the
release of friendly species; usually the
same pair of chickadees trapped
repeatedly. By January the sparrows
avoided the trap; 40 or so were then
shot from the bird feeder using a .22 ri-
fle with number 12 shot. Sparrows shot
from the feeder resulted in the
displacement of no desirable birds;
great care was practiced to avoid
harming friendly birds. Adequate un-
disturbed feeding time was allocated
for the birds to fortify themselves
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against nightfall. Sixty-two sparrows
were disposed of in 1982 using the
Huber trap, repeating sparrow trap,
and rifle. Moreover, seventy to eighty
percent of the sparrows were elim-
inated in the winter, nullifying their
tremendous potential to reproduce
throughout the warm summer months.

Our sparrow controi methods
resulted in a tremendously successful
1983 nesting season for our cavity
nesting birds. As of this writing in
November, 75 House Sparrows have
been destroyed this year. Weeks go by
without our seeing or hearing one. Due
to the PCV protective collars, zero
predation has resulted from raccoons,
opossums, cats or other enemies.
Although only one pair of bluebirds
nested, a condition probably at-
tributable to the ciose proximity of our
nesting boxes, they fledged seven
young in two different broods. Seven-
teen pairs of Tree Swallows and one
pair of Black-capped Chickadees suc-
cessfully reared families. We have
derived immense satisfaction from
seeing more Dpluebirds each year.
Knowing the 100 yard minimum
distance between boxes, we plan to ex-
pand our trail onto an adjoining
neighbor's land in the spring of
1984. ]

17321 Ely Road
Manchester, M| 48158

Sialia, Spring 1984



My Bluebird Story

Frederick W. Comstock

| first became interested in
btuebirds in 1951 while living on a very
small farm in Beaver Falls, Penn-
sylvania. However, | subsequently
moved to an urban area, where | lived
unti! my move to Bethlehem, Connec-
ticut, in January 1979.

| put up four bluebird nesting
boxes that spring. In August an
Eastern Bluebird visited one box for a
few minutes. This gave me hope that |
might get lucky in the spring of 1980.

Spring came and my wife and |
were delighted when a pair of bluebirds
took up housekeeping in one of our
boxes. Four birds fledged and |
cleaned out the box right away. Three
weeks later, two bluebirds returned (I
think it was the same pair) but decided
to nest in a different box. This pair
fledged five more birds.

In the spring ot 1981, a pair came
to one of the boxes on 22 March. That
year we fledged nine birds. With the
agreement of my neighbors, | put up 11
boxes in my area.

Early on 22 March 1982, a male
and female bluebird returned once
again to our yard. As | was leaving for
work | saw only the female, so |
checked the box. Inside were a male
House Sparrow and a badly wounded
male bluebird that could not fiy.
Despite a trip to our vet, the male
bluebird died two days later. Until that
time, my wife would not allow me to
destroy any birds, but from then on, it
was open war on House Sparrows.

| have a Havahart repeating trap
from which | have ‘“permanently re-
moved” one male and seven female
House Sparrows to date. | have also
eliminated 15 House Sparrows and 60
eggs from boxes on my trail last year. |
do this by slipping up to the box, cover-
ing the hole with one hand, opening the
front carefully with my other hand, and
catching the bird on the nest. If | get a
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male, then | leave the nest and try
again, and usually get the female also.
| then remove the nest and any eggs.
The trail now has 11 boxes arocund
my home, 16 boxes on our Land Trust,
and 13 new ones that a friend and | put
up around his house and the homes of
six neighbors. Additionally, individual
townspeople have put up ten boxes
about which they keep me informed.

In 1983 we fledged 18 bluebirds, 24
Tree Swallows, and 64 House Wrens
from the above-mentioned boxes,

i had no bluebirds in any of the 16
boxes on the Land Trust. | did bave ten
occupancies, all wrens. One chickadee
nested, but | believe a wren took over
during my two week vacation. | may
paint 1%z2-inch holes on these boxes
this year, as suggested in a recent
Sialia, to try to get better bluebird oc-
cupancy.

During the breeding season, |
monitor the boxes between two and
five times a week. Two items are worth
noting. First, | found my first case of
blowfly infestation. As per the
literature, | purchased 1% rotenone
powder. My wife suggested applying it
with her nylon baster to avoid disturb-
ing the nest. | reduced the size of the
baster hole by melting the nylon in a
flame. Then | filled the bulb with
rotenone. By carefully inserting the
baster tip under and in the middle of
the nest, [ applied the rotenone without
disturbing the nest and without getting
the powder on the young. Five healthy
birds fledged.

The second interesting item was
that four small babies disappeared
from their nest overnight, but the nest
was not disturbed. All four young were
on the ground: two dead, one active,
and one barely moving. | picked up the
two live ones and put them back in the
nest. The parents returned, and both
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bables fledged 16 days later. Had the
adults not returned, | would bhave
added these two nestlings to a second
box about 500 feet away that had four
nestlings that were one day younger.

We have raccoons, snakes, and
squirrels in our area, but so far | have
had no problems with them (the big-
gest problem is the House Sparrow).
All boxes are mounted on 6-fool steel
garden fence posts.

At our annual Bethlehem Land
Trust meeting | gave a lecture about
bluebirds and displayed nests of
House Sparrows, bluebirds, Tree

Swallows, and House Wrens, The big-
gest challenge was justifying the
elimination of House Sparrows.

As a result of this lecture, | was
asked to give a full-day session at the
Flanders Nature Center. There | passed
out bluebird house plans, one of which
went to a Girl Scout leader who hopes
to start a trail.

Just thought I'd fet you know that
the bluebirds have many friends in
Bethlehem, Connecticut. @

Route 2, Box 332B-1
Bethlehem. CT 06751

Television Commercial Available for Loan

A 30 second public service an-
nouncement (PSA) TV commercial pro-
moting bluebird conservation has been
produced by NABS and copies of the
tape are available for foan to NABS
members,

The commercial was produced
with the help of Holden Arboretum in
Mentor, Ohio, who graciously gave per-
mission to use footage from their ex-
cellent movie, “A Flying Piece of the
Sky,” and Dr. Mike Dumonceau of the
University of Maryland’s Communica-
tion Arts department.

Six copies of the 3f4-inch video
tape cassette are available for free
loan, although postage and packaging
must be covered. In order to obtain the
commercial, write Richard J. Dolesh,
17800 Croom Road, Brandywine,
Maryland, 20613. Enclose a check
payable to NABS for $2.50. The tape
should be returned in the enclosed
self-addressed mailer within 10 days.
Loan is on a first-come, first-served
basis.

If your community has a bluebird
celebration or your club is doing
something to promote bluebird con-
servation, this commercial is ideal to
help obtain publicity. Not only will it be
shown by local TV stations as a public
service announcement, but it also may
be picked up as anews item, often as a
feature story.

To have the commercial aired
takes a little initiative. Generally, it

must be delivered to the station in per-
son. An appointment with a specific
reporter or someone on the station
management staff is advisable. Just
explain who you are and what you are
doing for bluebirds. You may be sur-
prised by the interest it will create. Be
prepared to suggest some follow-up
activity, such as nest box building, trall
monitoring, or bird banding for a film
crew to shoot. You may lend the tape
to the studio for copying; this would
often oe done on the spot in a matter of
minutes. Feel free to go to several local
stations all of whom may express in-
terest. Write us about your ex-
periences. We will publish the best
techniques in a future issue of Sialia.

Sialia, Spring 1984



“On the Trail" is intended to provide succinct information about bluebird and cavity nester
trails. Let us know what is happening on your trail. Send trail reports, unusual observations,
publicity efforts, etc., to the editor, 10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel, MD 20707.

NORTH HUNTINGDON, PENNSYLVANIA—EmIl Kianchar writes that he gave a
bluebird program for 150 AARP members in early January. The middle of that month
he spoke to 30 DAR women and had two programs scheduled for March.

DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK—This trail had just over 200 boxes during 1983
of which 103 were used by biuebirds and the rest by wrens and Tree Swallows. Al-
though 423 bluebirds fledged, egg loss and nest abandonment were high. Factors
contributing to these losses were the wet, late spring, four-footed predators, and
human interference. Florence Germond banded 320 nestlings and had her first band
return: a male bluebird found dead in a box in Orange County, NY, which she had
banded in July of 1382.

BELLVUE, COLORADO—Cheri and Steve Den, founders of the Cherokee Park Biue-
bird Trail, collected 15 Mountain Bluebird eggs for organochlorine analysis during
the 1983 nesting season. They are happy to report only DDE was detected and that
ata very low level of concentration at 0.06 ppm. They note that their trail has fledged
322 Mountain Bluebirds over the past four years.

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI—Reber Layton, Chairman of the Jackson Bluebird Project,
continues with his vigorous publicity efforts. In addition to the annual sale of boxes
which the Jackson Audubon Society conducts, on 21 May, 1983, they sponsored a
statewide invitational drive-in bluebird conference which included presentations
and field trips.

FORT COLLINS, COLORADO—Joseph A. Zwenger is promoting the return of the
bluebird in the mountain resort areas within 50 miles of Fort Collins. During 1983
he maintained 58 nesting boxes, 52 of which were used by Mountain Biuebirds
which fledged 271. The remaining 6 boxes were used by Tree Swallows and House
Wrens.

KINGS MOUNTAIN, NORTH CAROLINA—Edith Miller, “the bluebird fady’ in Shelby,
NC, writes that a junior high school science teacher gets the better of House Spar-
rows by building a box with a removal bottom. When the sparrows start building a
nest, he removes the bottom and leaves it out until the sparrows leave. |
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membershup  Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested 1n communicating their ideas
and actions concerning bluebird conser-
vation We will attempt to publish a wide
range of wiews in a responsible manner
Keep vour letters coming!

Dear Editor:

Eric Forsman read the article about
the visit to the Spotted Owl in Sialia
5{4):154-156 when he dropped in last
week. Although he may have been the
ringmaster of the three-owl circus that
you folks watched, he said that he
would like to give credit to Gary Miller,
a research assistant in the Fish and
Wildlife Department at Oregon State
University who actually led the field
trip and who originally found the owls
that were observed.

Elsie Eltzroth
Corvaliis, Oregon

Dear Editor:

| attribute our success last year to
the use of the two sparrow traps—the
one for the nesting box [Huber] and the
large holding trap as a decoy. We used
them the first two weeks in April and
caught seven sparrows. The day after
the last sparrow was caught, the
bluebirds looked over the house and
started to build. They seemed to sense
that the coast was clear. We didn’t
have any trouble the rest of the season,
and they successfuly raised three
broods for a total of 11.

Mr. Haehner (Howard County) bor-
rowed my traps after | was finished and
except for some initial problems with
sparrows Killing the fledglings, he
raised several broods [of bluebirds]
after trapping more than a dozen spar-
rows. (He has a line of houses on his
and a neighbor’s farm.)

My next-door neighbor aiso bor-
rowed the traps after Mr. Haehner. She
caught eight sparrows, but it was
evidently too late in the season as she
had no bluebirds (as she had had other
years before the sparrows took over).

We all feel that the EARLY use of the
two sparrow traps {in combination)
really can rid the area of sparrows in
about a week of diligence.

Kitty Ackerman
Ashton, Maryland

Dear Editor:

When setting out Wood Duck boxes
it is recommended that predator
guards also be included on each.
However, the cost of aluminum or
sheet metal to construct the conical
guards is very expensive. An alter-
native source of metal that is relatively
inexpensive is the used thin aluminum
sheets (2%2 x 3 feet) used in the
newspaper printing process. | pur-
chase these thin metal sheets with
newspaper print still on them from a
local small town newspaper. | wrap the
trunks of trees or stubs on which | put
my Wood Duck boxes with these
sheets for a length of 4 to 5 feet. This
has proven to be effective in keeping
away raccoons.

Mark Gretch
Champlain, New York

Dear Mark Gretch:

This suggestion has been made pre-
viously for use on bluebird nesting box
posts. Not every newspaper appears to
have these sheets available, but it is
worth an inquiry.




The following two items were taken from
longer letters written to the Toronto Star
during December 1983 in support of naming
the Eastern Bluebird as Ontaria’s official
bird.

Dear Editor:

While | don’t want to end up on some
baseball nut's hit list, | cannot but
agree that the Biue Jay is a lousy
choice for Ontario’'s official
bird—apart from the fact that Prince
Edward Island so claimed Cyanocitta
cristata six years ago. We should do
nothing to revive the Hogtown
disparagement our largest city already
suffers....

But if our official bird must be Tory
blue, why not get behind superb
naturalists like Leo Smith who for
years now has been tolling to bring
back the bluebird after its near extinc-
tion from pesticides some years ago?

H.W. Somerville
Toronto, Ontario

Dear Editor:

Bluebirds would be a good symbol
tor Ontario. They are here for eight
months of the year and will occasional-
ly stay the winter. They never bully
other birds. Farmers like them because
they eat harmful insects and, though
they eat some small wild fruit, do not
touch the larger cash crops.

The song is definitely thrush-like but
has a harshness to it, something like a
gurgle, and appears to trail off as if
they suffered from mind-wandering.

Eastern Bluebirds are colorful,
cheerful and in need of help in the way
of nesting boxes. Let’s all pressure the
Ministry of Natural Resources to
remove the Blue Jay and install the
bluebird of happiness on the list of of-
ficial symbols.

L.A. Smith
Toronto, Ontario

Dear Editor:

We have a large maiibox which at-
tracted the bluebirds, and | watched
three young grow and fly away. The
“nest” was merely a pile of grass in the
far corner, but it seemed like an ideal
nesting place: airy, cool and protected,
and predators would be unable to
climb the post and get into such a
large mailbox.
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The daily mail delivery in the “up-
stairs” slot didn’t seem to worry them
at all. We have a lot of starlings
nesting around the house, in the vents
and under the eaves so perhaps there
isn't competition for the mailbox. |
don’t know whether this is common,
but it seems encouraging. | certainly
enjoyed watching their growth as | col-
lected the mail.

Angela Mernone
Potomac, Maryland

Ty
) é

nest in
the tar

3 corner

Dear Angela Mernone:

Your mailbox nesting indicates the
adaptabitity of bluebirds. Perhaps
before the nesting season is too far
along, you could make an effort to
place wire screening over vents and
cover holes in eaves to prevent star-
lings from multiplying.

Dear Editor:

Just a note to tell you | really ap-
preciated the bluebird material Execu-
tive Director Mary Janetatos sent for
our Ohio Association of Garden Clubs
Convention at Westernville. There were
some left so our regular director
placed one at each plate for our regular
meeting; they were all taken home ex-
cept a few. So | have some left to take
when | give a bluebird talk.

Our North Liberty Garden Club
Bluebird Trail raised 226 this year and
20 Tree Swallows. | raised 154 in my 47
houses.

Arlene Kunkel
Fredericktown, Chio
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BLUEBIRD TALES

Mary D. Janetatos

If the dearth of bluebirds in the
doldrums of winter does nol encourage op-
timism, on some days my telephone
messages do. George Dye of Takoma Park,
MD, reported seeing a flock of six bluebirds
at the Dickerson, MD, PEPCO power plant;
Gerry Hartley saw a flock of about 100 near
his Enterprise, AL, home; Fran Hanes of
Utica, NY, said that four bluebirds were
seen on a Christmas count nearby; and
Marty Chestem saw seven late in December
on a busy parking lot in Columbia, MD. So,
if bluebirds are absent in this suburban
{(Washington, DC) backyard at the time of
writing this piece, surely they’ll be on loca-
tion by the time you read this.

There has been a very fine response to
the membership appeal which was issued
to all members with the Autumn '83 issue of
Sialia. Carol Collett of Xenia, OH, maited us
a large number of address labels from an ar-
boretum. George O’Neill of Sewickley, PA,
sent us pages from the Sewickiey phone
book with the names of likely members
starred. John Findlay, Il mailed in the
membership directory of the Birmingham,
AL, Audubon chapter. Linda Phillips of
Greensboro, NC, sent address labels of all
public libraries in North Carolina. Many
other members furnished us with smalier
numbers of names.

Another NABS appeal that brought
good results was lhe 1983 Nesting Survey.
See those results reported by Chuck Dupree
elsewhere in this issue. Survey responses
which came in after the deadline were
noted and filed. Late responders: next year
PLEASE gel them in on time!

There have been many ambitious pro-
jects begun and carried through by
bluebirders across the continent. Some of
those brought to my attention have been
spearheaded by Linda Phillips of
Greensboro, NC; Augusta Eiders of Clax-
{on, GA; Carl Schindler of Phelps, NY; and
Thomas Outerbridge of Bermuda. Here are
some details on each.

Linda Phillips, a student at Greensboro
College, headed a “Local Commitiee of the
North American Bluebird Society” which
published a first rate 32-page “Bluebird
Directory of Guilford County™ (NC). Linda
utilized many resources in her community
for both input and funding.

Another prodigious efforl on behalf of
bluebirds was made by Augusta Elders of
Claxton, GA. While she was president of the
Claxton Garden Club from 1979 to 1981 she
began a bluebird conservation project. Her
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goal was “getting bluebird nesling boxes
placed in every cemetery in the county."”
She began lining up the nesting box supply
with the heip of a friend in the public school
system who arranged for the boxes to be
built by high school woodworking classes.
She oblained the help of a local historian in
finding a list of all cemeleries, plus the
name of an individual for each cemelery
who would be heipful in placing the boxes.

Carl Schindler writes that his tong in-
volvement with bluebirds had to be cut
short 1his year because of car trouble and
illness in the family. Still, he managed to
gel 118 nesting boxes up in Phelps, NY, and
fledged 36 bluebirds and many Tree
Swallows. He reports that he lost 14 boxes
of nestlings to blowflies. He says he gave
away 82 boxes and keeps in touch with all
the biuebird peopie to whom he gave boxes
or plans.

Tom Outerbridge of Bermuda is mar-
shalling bluebird helpers on the vacation
island. David Wingate, the chief conserva-
tion officer on the island, toid the story of
Bermuda's bluebirds at the Fourth Annual
Meeting of NABS al Gunston Hali, VA,
David's professional duties prevented in-
depth work on behalf of the bluebirds. Enter
rock singer Tommy Outerbridge, who cham-
pioned ihe cause with fervor. Since he had
contacts in the media, he immediately ar-
ranged a video taping of bluebird events on
his newly installed trail. This video with soft
rock background beat was seen at the Sixth
Annual Meeting.

Meanwhile, back on the continent, ef-
forts abound to 1. See bluebirds (they're
maostly absent except in the Southy, 2. Feed
bluebirds—Mrs. Mildred G. Marcell of
Morganton, GA, saw them on her feeder;
Gay Duncan of Southern Pines, NC, and
Jack Finch, Bailey, NC, spent much time
last autumn collecting dogwood berries
then during the winter placing them on
feeders where, mirabili dictu, bluebirds are
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eating them!; 3. Te/f others about biuebirds;
4. Bufld more bluebird nesting boxes.

In order to tell others about bluebirds,
NABS’ slide presentations are being made
in many places. There are numerous
speakers out on the “circuit” telling all who
will listen aboutl the joys and pitfalis of
bluebirding. Charlotie Jernigan, NABS
Board Member from Wagoner. OK, who has
given many bluebird talks, received a letter
from a veteran bluebirder, Don Yockey of
Onaga, KS. She says Don is “active with the
Kansas non-game program. Besides 100
new bluebird houses he cut out, he also
buill 30 screech owl or kestrel boxes.”
Sherry Ullius of West Bend, Wi, writes ““...our
Botany Club al the University of Wisconsin-
Washington County center system had the
NABS slide program. With everyone’s
varied schedules | decided to show the pro-
gram four different times. Students and
faculty stopped in with their junches in
hand and sat back, relaxed and enjoyed 30
minutes of springtime. Thanks for making
this program possible ”

A.L. (Bert) Powell saw 1he bluebird pro-
gram at a Kentucky Ornithological Society
(KOS) meeting. He reports, I was so im-
pressed with the program that | told a
fellow member of our state KOS about the
program. This person, who is a member of
the Audubon group in Paducah, KY, asked
me to send nher information about the slide
show so0 she could use it for a program.”
Carolyn Jarnagan of Corinth, MS, tells us
thal their company has a subsidiary
business called The Hobby Shop “which
tries to salisly all the hobby, arts and crafts
needs of the community. One of these pro-
Jects is to help the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts,
YMCA and other groups with projects and
teach them how to do these projects. One
of the major undertakings this year is the
project of making bluebird houses and then
| wish to rent the slide program and make a
presentation to the Cub Scouts before they
place their bluebird houses.”

Louise C. Lumpkin, a realtor from Nor-
folk, VA, says that she saved the article in
Parade magazine, Nov. 25, 1979. She asked
for several informational pamphlets
because “..the parents will secure the
boxes and help the children place them.”
David Booth of Lake Charles, LA, arranged
to show the NABS slide program in
January, 1984, to his cilub, Gulf Coast
Birders, and then sent us mailing labels so
we could send complimentary copies of
Sialia to all of them. So, dear readers, why
not do the same—decide whether to give or
not to give the NABS slide program, but do
send us names {we really fove labels) of in-
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terested pesople and we’ll send them the
best advertising we have—a complimentary
issue of Sialia!

In the building and refurbishing depart-
ment, Major Donald R. Packard, of Pinkney.
MI, found a commercial forestry company
that “‘would give me 3/4 inch pine but the
manager Kiddingly said, ‘“You're going to
use this 1n your garage for shelves,’ so |
went looking for my bluebird membership
card—but couldn’'t find it. Would you
please mail me out a duplicate membership
card so | can spend my winter increasing
my trail from 27 boxes to at least 100.”
George Walter, Roy, WA, must have been
doing a lot of butlding because his nesting
survey return shows that in 1981 he main-
tained 5 nesting boxes, 18 in 1982, and in
1983 the number was listed as 87, From
these, 93 Western Bluebirds fledged, as
well as some Tree and Violet-Green
Swallows.

Sam Patten, of Boyce, VA, who is
newsletter editor for the Northern Shenan-
doah Valley Audubon Society, says, “We
are thinking of promoting bluebirds in the
Winchesler-Front Royal-Berryville area by
buying and selling bluebird boxes.” And
J.M. Garrett of Haynesville, LA, wriles that
“This week | have been cleaning and paint-
ing 12 boxes which are spread over a
distance of 9 miles angd in a variety of loca-
tions such as hospital lawn, city golf
course, telephone poles on remote streets
and cemeteries.”

it 1s altogether heartening to travel
about the country and experience the
heightened interest In bluebirds every-
where. Bob Bodine of Media, PA, had in-
vited a fine group of about 20 people when
Larry Zeleny and | visiled the Philadelphia
area.

This weekend visit was part of a trip to
Phiadelphia 1o attend a Camp Fire Con-
gress banquet where a Bluebird Conserva-
tion Award was presented to Camp Fire by
ihe National Wildlife Federation. The award
turned out to be an original painting by
wildlife artist Ed Bierly (NABS member;
from Lorton, VA, who was in attendance
with his wife Edie. | know all of you enjoyed
receiving the beautiful brochure In the
winter issue of Sialia which offered the set
of three bluebird prints numbered and
signed by Ed. Receipts from the sale of
these prints will benefit NABS and the
Camp Fire organization.

And so, amid all the wonderful talk
about bluebirds, may January’s main ques-
tion, “Where have all the bluebirds gone?"
give way to April's cheerful “‘cher-whee”—
“Here we are!” May it be so on your trail, in
your garden, and in mine! ]
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ANOTHER

THAT EARLY BIRD WHO GETS THE WORM ,
WITH MOSS FROM NON-ROLL STONES SHE FOUND,
HAS BUILT A NEST TO RE—-AFFITAA
THAT MOTHERHOOD S STILL AROUND !
HER LITTLE HOME ,
IN WAYS 50O STILL.,
SHE 'S GLUED UPOW
OUR WINDOWSILL .

AND NOW, WITH BUSY LOVE ,T0 RAISE-
FOUR, ROBINETTES TOO YOUNG TO SIN G
SHE WORK'S WITHOUT A TUOUGHT OF PRAISE,,
AND QUITE. WITHOUT A WEDDING RNG !

ON GUARD urPan

A NEARBY SHELF
A WATTHW(L, FATUESR
PREENS HIMSELF— .

= ALE. METE LAMAN

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 42, 76

Suzanne Pennell Turner: 52, 54,
64, 78

Richard L. Woodward: 47 Spring
Beauty, 56 Marbled Salaman-
der, 62, 72 Trout Lily, 74
Speedwell, 75.

Sialia, Spring 1984






Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society

Box 6295 :
Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295





