


Improved Design for Experimental
Nesting Box

Ira L. Campbell

In the article "Experimental Nesting Box Designed to Reduce Blowfly
Parasit ism," Sia/ia 4(2):49-51, I indicated initial success in reducing blow­
f ly parasitism for the 1981 breeding season in a limited trial.

During the 1982 season I placed platforms in 25 nesting boxes with no
fledgling loss due to blowfly larvae. That succes s encou raged me to add
platforms to even more boxes for 1983. For that breeding season I equipped
53 boxes with the platform and aga in experien ced no fledgling loss due to
blowfly parasitism. Not onl y am I convinced of the value of the platform,
but now I can offer a simpl ified method of const ruct ion. Miss Fran Hanes
of Utica, NY, wrote to me with th e suggestion which is illustrated below . •

236 Church Str eet
Timbervill e, VA 22853

Figure 1. Improved de sign of experimental nesting box to redu ce blow fly parasitism.
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Jack and Marykaye Weinmann

Ach ieving a rati o of one bluebird
brood to seventeen Tree Swal low
famili es is somewhat disappoint ing to
bluebird ent husiasts, but we' ll take it.
Manag ing a succ ess ful nest ing and
subsequen t fledging by either species
has been a cont inuous st ruggle
aga inst ever y pos sib le pr eda to r.
Skun ks , opossums, raccoons, snakes ,
do mestic cats and Hous e Sparrows
frequent our ten acres located in a fair­
ly wooded, wild fa rmland area of
southern Michiga n.

Having noticed several years ago
that sma ll f locks of bluebirds visited
our propert y dur ing autumn migra­
tio ns, we bega n our nesti ng program in
1981. The possib ility of enticing Tree
Swal lows also pleas ed us. A profusion
of Box Elder sap lings on our land pro­
vided an adequate supply of two to
three inch mounting pole s for houses.
Seven st andard four by four-inc h
bluebird boxes were erected at heights
of f ive to eight feet in so mewhat open
hab i tat.

Our beginn ing eff ort s were re­
warded : five pa irs of Tree Swa ll ows
showed defin ite interest in tho se
bo xes situated near ou r five ac re pond.
Unfortunatel y, House Sparrows als o
desired the waterfront dwell ings. Dail y
removal of the sparrows ' nest s re­
sulted in their subs equent recon ­
struction . Shooling the sparrows pro­
vided tem porary respite, thoug h they
soo n became too war y for t his method
of control. For every sparrow dis­
patched, two or three more material­
ized to battle the Tree Swa llows fo r
control of the bo xes. Freq uent armed
patro ls of the nest ing area enabl ed the
Tree Swallows to secu re five homes
and they bega n nest ing. Within a week
we noticed building mat erials scat­
tered below the nesting boxes and fre­
quently heard agitated swallows chirp­
ing during the early morning hours.
Racco ons and possibly cats were mak­
ing nocturnal vis its for an easy
swall ow meal.

Ano ther week or two passed ; the
swall ows had either been devoured by
predators, driven off by sparrows or
simp ly abandoned our bo xes for more
hospit able nest ing locatio ns. The last
pair of swal lows vacated an ex­
per im ent al screened, open-top box
wh ich the raccoons had prie d open .
Dis couraged by our initial effort of
housing const ruct ion, we read an arti ­
c le in Siet!« whi ch mentioned the
utilizati on of PCV pipe as a deterrent to
climbing adve rsaries . Too late fo r the
1981 nesting season , we impl emented
t he idea in 1982. Nine ten -foot sections
of b lack srnooth-fi nis h 4-inc h diameter
PCV pipe were purchased , cut in hal f
and used to sheath the bases of our old
mo unting poles. All pos ts were bur ied
one and a half to two feet deep ,
result ing in an above ground elevation
of six to eight feet. Houses were at­
tached with one-quarter inch bolts
above the plastic pipe . In addi tion,
some houses were fitted with three ­
quarter inch predator blo cks , a precau­
t ion which later proved unne cessary.
Twelve new bo xe s were also
fab ricated, sheathed in PCV and pro­
vided with hook-and-eye, top-opening
lids for easy observati on and c leani ng
access.

Every dwellin g was vis ible from
our house, arranged in a semi -circle
covering tw o to three acres adjace nt to
our pond. Seve ral houses were
situated twenty feet or less apart , an
expe riment invol ving compat ibi lit y of
Tree Swallows and blueb irds. The
eagerly ant icipated first pai r of
blueb irds had arr ived late in th e spring
of 1982, appeared interest ed and re­
mained in the vici nit y, le isure ly In­
vesti gat ing eac h box every day. Seven
pairs of Tree Swallows arrived later,
did not co ntest the bluebirds ' chose n
house and immediately were locked in
co mbat with sparrows for th e mo st
desirable waters ide houses. Alt hough
we continued to erad icate sparrows



with firearms whenever poss ible, they
proved to be plentiful and tenacious.
Obviously, shooting sparrows barely
kept them at bay , alternate solutions to
their abundant replacements were re­
qui red. Sia lia provided the answer: the
Huber bo x trap . After setting the trap in
a sparrow-infested home, we observed
the entrapment from our picture win ­
dow or suitable vantage point in the
yard. To avoid any possibility of a
trapped sparrow escapi ng and
simultaneously deter injuring a
desirable bird unwittingly enticed by
the boxes, we use a large clear plastic
bag to envelope the house bef ore free ­
ing the catch. The bag is fitted securely
over the nesting box and closed snugly
at the base; the top is then opened and
the sparrow flies into the bag .
Desirab le birds inad vertently in ­
carcerated can be re leased unharmed
by opening the enclosure.

Incorporat ing the Huber t rap and
PCV pipe resulted in immediate
positive results ; all seven pai rs of Tree
Swallows fledged fami li es without incl­
dent by predation . The initial bluebird
nest ended in failure caused by our ig·
norance of blowfly infestation. A se·
cone bluebird nest in the box was
dusted with rotenone cu lminating in
the subsequent maturation of fi ve
healthy young .

Encouraged by our suc cess in
1982, that fall we began a cont inuous
sparrow eradication program . As
winter approached , new hordes of
sparrows moved into the territory of
their d ispatched ancestors. We pur­
chased a repeating sparrow trap
available from most seed catalogues
and trapped and disposed of approx­
imatel y 20 undesirables. Hourl y
monitoring of the trap assured the
release of f riendly spe cies ; usually the
same pair of ch ic kadees trapped
repeatedl y. By January the sparrows
avoided the trap; 40 or so were then
shot from the bird feeder using a .22 ri­
fle with number 12 shot. Sparrows shot
from the feeder resulted in the
displacement of no desirable birds;
great care was pra cticed to avoid
harming friend ly birds. Adequate un­
disturbed feeding time was allocated
for the birds to fortify themselves
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against nightfall. Sixty-two sparrows
were disposed of in 1982 usi ng the
Huber trap, repeat ing sparrow trap,
and rifle. Moreover, seventy to eighty
percent of the sparrows were elim­
inated in the winter, nullifying the ir
tremendous potent ia l to reproduce
throughout the warm summer mon ths .

Ou r sparrow control methods
resulted in a tremendously su ccessful
1983 nesting season for our cavity
nesting birds. As of this Writing in
November, 75 House Sparrows have
been destroyed this year . Weeks go by
without our seeing or hear ing one . Due
to the PCV protective collars, zero
predation has resu lted from raccoons,
opossums, cats or o the r enemies.
Although only one pa ir of bluebi rds
nested, a condition probably at ­
tr ibutable to the close prox imity of ou r
nest ing bo xes , they f ledged seven
young in two differen t broods. seven­
teen pairs of Tree Swallows and one
pai r of Black-capped Chickadees su e­
cessfu !ly reared fam il ies. We have
deri ved immense sat isfact ion from
seeing more bluebirds each year.
Knowing the 100 yard minimum
distance between bo xes , we plan to ex­
pand OUf tra i l onto an adjoin ing
neighbor 's land in the spring of
1984. •

17321 Ely Road
Man Cheste r, MI 48158

Sialia, Spring 1984



My Bluebird Story
Frederick W. Com stock

I fir st becam e interest ed in
blueb ird s in 1951 whil e l iving on a very
small farm in Beaver Falls , Penn­
sylv ania . How ever , I subsequ ently
moved to an urb an area , wh ere I lived
until my move to Bethlehem, Connec­
ti cut , in J anuary 1979.

I put up four bluebird nesting
boxes that spring. In August an
Eastern Bluebi rd visited one box for a
few minutes . Thi s gave me hope that I
migh t ge t lucky in the spring of 1980.

Spring came and my wife and I
were delighted when a pair of b lueb irds
took up housekeeping in on e of our
bo xes. Four birds fledged and I
c leaned out th e box right awa y. Thr ee
weeks later, tw o bluebirds return ed (I
think it was the same pair) but decided
to nest in a diff erent box. This pair
fledged fi ve more bi rds .

In th e spr ing ot 1981, a pa ir came
to one of th e boxes on 22 March . That
year we f led ged nine birds. With the
ag reement of my neighbors , I put up 11
boxes in my area.

Early on 22 Mar ch 1982, a male
and fema le bluebird returned once
ag ai n to ou r yard. As I was leavi ng for
work I saw only the female , so I
checked the box. Inside were a male
House Spar row and a badly wounded
male b lueb ird that could not fly.
Despit e a tr ip to our vet, the male
bluebird d ied two days later. Unt il t hat
time, my wife would not allow me to
destroy any bi rds, but from then on, it
was op en wa r on Hou se Sparrows .

I have a Havahart repeating trap
from whi ch I have " permanent ly re­
moved" one male and seven female
House Sparrows to date . I have als o
el iminated 15 House Sparrows and 60
eggs from boxes on my tra il las t year. I
do this by slipp ing up to th e box, cover­
in g the hole with one hand , opening the
front carefully with my other hand, and
catching the bird on the nest . If I get a
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mal e, then I leave th e nest and tr y
again , and usually get the female also.
I then remove the nes t and any eggs.

The trail now has 11 boxes around
my home, 16 boxe s on our Land Trust ,
and 13 new ones that a friend and I put
up around his house and the homes of
s ix neighbors. Additi on all y, individual
town speople have put up ten box es
about whi ch the y keep me informed.

In 1983 we fledged 18 blu ebirds, 24
Tree Sw al lows, and 64 Hou se Wren s
from the above-mention ed boxes.

I had no blu eb ird s in any of the 16
bo xes on the Land Trust. I did have ten
occupanc ies, all wrens . One chi ckadee
nested , but I bel ieve a wren to ok over
during my two week vacat ion. I may
paint 1 1/Z·inch holes on these boxes
this year, as suggested in a recent
Sialia, to tr y to get bett er bluebi rd oc­
cupancy.

During the breeding season , I
monitor the boxes between two and
five times a week. Two items are worth
noting . First , I found my first case of
blowfly infestat ion. As per th e
literature, I pur chas ed 1% rotenone
pow der. My wife suggested applying it
w ith her nylon baster to avoi d distu rb­
ing the nest. I reduced the si ze of the
bast er hole by melting the nylon in a
flame. Then I f i l led the bulb wi th
rotenone. By carefu lly insert ing the
baster tip under and in th e middle of
the nest , I applied the rot enone without
disturbing the nest and w ithout getting
the powder on the yo ung. Five healthy
bird s fledged .

The second interesting item was
that four small bab ies disappeared
from their nest overnight, but th e nest
was not disturbed. All four young were
on the ground: two dead, one active ,
an d on e barely rnovlnq. I pick ed up th e
two live ones and put them back in the
nest . The parents retu rned , and both
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babies Fl edged 16 day s later. Had the
adul ts not returned, I wo uld have
add ed these two nestl ings to a second
box abou t 500 feet awa y th at had four
nest ling s th at we re on e day younger.

We have raccoons, snakes, and
squirrels in our area, but so Far I have
had no probl em s wit h them (the big­
gest probl em is th e Hou se Sparrow).
All box es are mounted on 6-foo l steel
garden fen ce post s.

At our annual Bethleh em Land
Trus t meeting I ga ve a lecture ab out
b lueb irds and displ ayed nes ts of
House Sparr ow s , blue b i rds , Tr ee

Swallows; and Hou se Wrens . The big­
ges t chal lenge wa s ju stifyin g the
el imi nati on o f Ho use Spa rrows .

As a resu lt of thi s lectu re, I was
asked to give a full-day sess ion at the
Fland ers Nature Center . There I pas sed
out b luebi rd house pl ans, one of whic h
went to a Gir l Sc out lead er who hop es
to st art a tra il.

Ju st thought I'd let you know that
the b luebirds have many friends in
Beth lehem, Connecti cut. •

Route 2, Box 332B-1
Bet hlehem. CT 06751

Telev ision Commercial Avai lab le for Loa n

A 30 second pub lic service an­
no uncement (PSA) TV co mrnerc ra ! pro­
mot ing blu ebi rd conse rvat ion has been
produced by NAB S and copies of the
tape are ava ila ble for loan to NA BS
memb ers.

The com merc ial wa s produced
w it h the help of Holden Arbo retum in
Ment or, Ohi o, wh o graci ously gav e per­
mi ssi on to use foot age fro m their ex­
cellent movie, " A Fl ying Piece of the
Sky," and Dr. M ike Dumonceau of the
Univers ity of Mary land's Communi ca­
t ion Arts department.

Six copie s of the 314· inch video
tape casset te are avail ab le for f ree
loan, alth ough posta ge and packaging
must be covered. In order to ob tain th e
comme rci al, w ri te Richa rd J . Dol esh,
17800 Cr oom Road , Brandywine,
Maryland, 20613. Enclose a chec k
payable to NAB S fo r $2.50. The tape
sho uld be returned in th e enc losed
se lf-addressed ma il er w ithin 10 days .
Loan is on a first-com e, first- served
basi s.

If your co mmunity has a bl uebird
ce leb rat io n or your c lub is doin g
so methi ng to prom ot e blu eb ird con­
se rvat io n, thi s co mmerc ia l is ideal to
help obtai n pu bli city. Not on ly w il l it be
show n by local TV stat io ns as a publi c
se rvice announ cement , but it also may
be pic ked up as a news it em, o fte n as a
feature story.

To have the co mmerc ial aired
ta kes a litt le in iti ative. Generally, i t

must be delive red to th e st at io n in per­
son. An appo in tme nt w ith a speci Fic
reporter or so meone on th e station
man agem ent st af f is advisa ble. Ju st
exp lai n who you are and what you are
doing fo r blueb irds. Yo u may be sur­
pris ed by the interest i t wi l l create . Be
prepar ed to suggest som e follow-up
acti vit y, such as nest box bu i ld ing, t ra il
mo nit ori ng, or bird bandi ng for a fi lm
cr ew to shoo t. You may Iend th e tap e
to the studio for co py ing; tru s wo uld
of te n be done on th e spo t in a matter of
minutes . Feel Free to go to seve ral local
stat io ns ai l of who m may express in·
t erest . Wri te us abo ut yo ur ex­
peri ences. We wi ll publish the best
techniqu es in a Future is sue of Sialia.

Sialia, Sprin g 1984



ON THE
TRAIL

"On the Tra il " is intended to provide su ccinct information about bluebird and ca vit y nester
trails. Let us know what is happening on your trail. Send trail repo rts, unusual observations ,
publicity efforts, etc., to the editor, 10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel, MD 20707.

NORTH HUNTINGDON, PENNSYLVANIA- Emil Klan char writes th at he gave a
bluebird program for 150 AARP members in earl y January. The middle of that month
he spoke to 30 DAR wo men and had two programs scheduled for March.

DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK- This trai l had just over 200 boxes during 1983
of which 103 were used by bluebirds and the rest by wrens and Tree Swallows. Al­
though 423 bluebrrds fledged, egg loss and nest abandonment were high. Factors
cont ribut ing to thes e lo sses wer e the wet , late spring, four-footed predators , and
human interference. Fl oren ce Germ ond banded 320 nestlings and had her f irst band
return: a male blueb ird found dead in a box in Orange County, NY, whi ch she had
banded in July of 1982.

BELLVUE, COLORADO- Cheri and Steve Den, founders of th e Cher okee Park Blue­
bird Trail , COllected 15 Mountain Bluebird eggs for organochlo rine analysis during
the 1983 nesting season. They are happ y to report only DOE wa s dete cte d and th at
at a very low level o f co nce nt rat ion at 0.06 ppm. They note that their trail has fledged
322 Mountain Bluebird s over the past four years.

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI - Reber Layt on, Chairman of the Jackson Bluebird Proje ct ,
cont inues with his vigorous publ icity eff orts. In additi on to th e annual sal e of boxes
whi ch the Jackson Audubon Society cond uct s, on 21 May, 1983, they spons ored a
statew ide invitational drive-in bluebird conferen ce whi ch included presentati ons
and fie ld trip s.

FORT COLLINS, COLORADO- Joseph A. Zwenger is prom oting the return of th e
bluebird in the mounta in resort areas within 50 miles of Fort Collin s, Dur ing 1983
he main tained 58 nesti ng boxes, 52 of which were used by Mountain Bluebi rds
wh ich f ledged 271. The remaini ng 6 boxes were used by Tree Swallows and House
Wrens .

KINGS MOUNTAIN, NORTH CAROLINA - Edith Miller, " the bluebird lady" in She lb y,
NC, writes t hat a junior high school scien ce teacher gets the better of House Spar­
rows by bu ilding a box w ith a rem oval bottom. When the sparrows start bUild ing a
nest , he removes t he bottom and leaves it out until the sp arrows leave. •

Vo lume 6, Number 2 75



BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIA L IA w elcomes / he co rrespond ence
01 Its me m bersh ip Bl ueb lld i cot ess
shou ld become a io turn lor a ll w ho are
In rereslf' d In co mmunicatin g rhe ir Ideas
and aCi/ons concerni ng blueb ird conset­
\,a rio n We w il l a l lem p! 10 oubhsb a w ide
range 01 Views In a resp onsib le manner
Keep vout le t ters co rning!

Dear Edit or:
Eric For sm an read the art icle ab out

the vis it to the Spott ed Owl in Sia lia
5(4):154-156 when he dropped in last
week. Although he may have been the
ri ng master of the t hree-owl circus that
you folks watc hed , he said th at he
wo uld like to give cred it to Gary Mil ler ,
a research assist ant in the Fish and
Wi ldlife Department at Oregon St ate
Uni versity who actuall y led th e fi eld
tr ip and who orig in al ly found the owls
th at were observed.

Els ie Eltzroth
Corval li s, Oregon

Dear Edit or:
I attribute our success last year to

the use of the two spar row tr aps-the
one for the nesting box [Huber] and the
large holding trap as a decoy. We used
th em the first tw o wee ks in April and
caught seven spa rrows. The day afte r
the last spa rrow was caug ht, the
blueb irds looked ove r th e house and
started to build . They seemed to sens e
that the coast was clear. We di dn' t
have any trouble the rest of th e season ,
and th ey success fuly raised three
broo ds for a to tal of 11.

Mr . Haehn er (Howard Cou nty) bor­
row ed my traps afte r I wa s f in ishe d and
except fo r so me ini tia l probl ems with
sparrows ki l l ing the fledgli ngs, he
raised severa l brood s [of blu eb irds]
aft er trapping more th an a dozen spar­
rows. (He has a lin e of hou ses on his
and a neighbor's farm.)

My next-door neighbor also bor­
rowed th e traps a fte r Mr . Haehner. She
caught eight sparrows , bu t it was
evid entl y too late in the season as she
had no blueb irds (as she had had ot her
years be fore the sparrows took over).

We al l fee l that the EA RLY use of th e
two sparrow t rap s (in co mbi na t io n)
real ly can rid the are a of sparrow s in
abou t a wee k of dili gence.

Ki tty Ackerma n
As hton, Maryland

Dear Editor :
When sett ing out Wood Duc k boxes

i t is recommended th at predato r
gua rds also be inc luded on each.
However, the cost o f aluminum or
sheet metal to co nst ruc t the coni cal
guards is very expensi ve. An alter­
nati ve sou rce of metal that is relat ive ly
in expensive is the used thin aluminum
sheets (2 '12 x 3 feet) used in the
newspape r pr int ing process. I pur ­
chase these thi n met al sheets w ith
newspaper print st il l on them from a
local sm all town newspap er. I wrap the
trun ks of trees or s tubs on whic h I put
my Wood Duck bo xes w ith these
sheets for a le ngth of 4 to 5 fee l. Thi s
has proven to be eff ective in keeping
away raccoo ns.

Ma rk Gretch
Champlain, New York

Dear Mark Gre tch:
This sugge st ion has been made pre­

viously for use on blu ebird nesting box
posts. No t every newspape r appears to
hav e the se sheet s available, but i t is
worth an inquiry.



The fo llowing two items were taken from
longer letters wri tten to the Toronto Star
during December 1983 in support of nam ing
the Eastern Bluebird as Onta rio's o ff icial
bir d.

Dear Editor :
While I don 't want to end up on some

baseba ll nut 's hit list , I canno t but
agr ee that the Blue Ja y is a lous y
c ho ice f or O nt a r io 's o f f ic i al
bird-apar t fr om the fact that Prince
Edward Island so c la imed Cyano ci t ta
cristata s ix yea rs ago. We should do
nothing to re vi ve the Hogt own
di spa rag ement our la rgest c i ty already
su ff ers ....

But if our o ff icia l bird mu st be Tory
blue , w hy not get beh ind superb
naturali st s li ke Leo Smith who for
years now has bee n touinq to bring
back the blu ebird after i ts near exli ne­
ti on from pesticides som e years ago?

H.W. Som ervill e
Toron to, Onta rio

Dear Edit or:
Blu eb irds wo uld be a good symbol

for Ontario . They are here fo r ei gh t
month s of th e yea r and wi l l oc c asl ona l­
Iy stay th e winte r. They never bu lly
o ther birds . Farmers l ike them because
they eat harmful insects and, th ough
they eat so me small wi ld fr ui t , do not
tou ch the lar ger cash crops.

The so ng is defini tely thru sh-li ke but
has a harshness to it , so mething like a
gu rg le, and appea rs to trail off as If
they suffe red fr om mind -wa ndering .

East ern Blu ebird s a re co lo rf u l,
cheerf u l and in need of help i n the way
of nesting boxes . Let' s a ll pres sur e the
M in is try of Natural Reso urces to
rem ove the Blue Jay and in stall th e
blu eb ird of happiness on th e list of of­
f icial symbo ls .

L.A. Smith
Toronto, Onta rio

Dear Edit or:
We have a larg e maiibox whic h at­

tracted th e blueb ird s, and I watc hed
three young grow and flyawa y. The
" nest" was me rely a p ile of grass in the
far corne r, bu t it seemed like an ideal
nest ing pla ce: a iry, coo l and protected ,
and predat ors wo uld be unable to
c limb the post and get into suc h a
larg e mal Ibox.

Vo lume 6, Num ber 2

The daily mail deli very in th e " up­
stairs" s lot d idn't seem to wo rry them
at all . We have a lot of s ta rli ngs
nest ing aro und the hous e, in the vents
and und er th e eaves so perhaps there
isn 't compe tit io n for th e mai lbox. I
do n' t know whet her thi s is common,
but it see ms enco urag ing. I cer tai nly
enjoyed wa tc h ing th eir growth as I col­
lected the mai l.

Ang ela Mern one
Pot om ac, Maryl and

nest in
the far

.j co rner

if «;
•• \ . -./"v

Dear Angela Mem one:
Your mailbox nesting indica tes the

adap tabili ty of bluebi rds . Perhap s
before the nesting season is too far
a long, you could make an effort to
place wire screening over vents and
cov er holes in eaves to p reven t s tar­
lin gs from multiplying.

Dear Edi tor:
Ju st a not e to tell yo u I reall y ap­

preci ated the b luebird material Execu ­
t ive Dir ec tor Mary Janetatos sen t for
our Ohio Associa ti on of Gar den Clubs
Co nvent io n at Wes ter nvill e. There were
so me left so our regul ar di rec tor
pl aced one at eac h pla te for our regula r
rneetl nq : they we re all taken home ex­
cept a few . So I have some left to ta ke
when I give a bluebird ta lk .

Our North Liberty Gard en C lub
Bluebird Trail raised 226 thi s yea r and
20 Tree Swal lows. I rai sed 154 in my 47
hou ses.

Arlen e Kunk el
Frede rickt own , Oh io
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BLUEBIRD TALES
Mary D. Janetatos

If the dearth of blueb irds in the
do ldrums of winter does not enco urage op­
t imi sm , on so me days my teleph on e
messag es do. George Dye of Takom a Park ,
MD, reported see ing a flock of SIX blu ebirds
at the Dicke rson , MD, PEPCO pow er pl ant ;
Gerry Hartley saw a fl ock of about 100 near
his Ent erpri se, Al, home; Fran Hanes of
Utica, NY, said that four blueb irds were
see n on a Chris tmas co un t nearb y; and
Mart y Chestem saw seven late In December
on a busy park ing lot In Co lumbia, MD. So,
if blue bird s are absent in this suburban
(Was hingto n, DC) backyard at th e time of
writ ing thi s piece, sure ly th ey'll be on loca­
tion by the t ime yo u read thi s.

There has been a very f ine response to
the membershi p appeal whi ch wa s Issued
to all members w ith the Autumn '83 issue of
Sia lia. Carol Collett of Xenia , OH , mailed us
a large number 01address lab els from an ar­
boretum. George O'Neil l o f Sewickley, PA,
sent us pages from the Sewickl ey phon e
book with the name s of likely members
starred. John Find lay, III mail ed in the
member ship dire ctory of the Bi rmin gham,
Al , Audubon chapter. Linda Phillips of
Greensbo ro, NC, sent address label s of all
public libraries in North Carol ina. Man y
ot her memb ers furni shed us with smal ler
numbers of names.

Another NABS app eal that br ought
good results wa s th e 1983 Nesting Survey.
See those results reported by Chu ck Dupree
elsewhere In thi s Issue. Sur vey resp onses
whi ch came in after the deadline were
noted and filed. Lat e resp onders: next year
PLEASE get th em in on time!

Ther e have been man y ambitiou s pro­
jects begun and carried through by
blueb lrdar s across the cont inent. Some of
those brought to my attention have been
sp earh ead ed b y Lin d a Phillips of
Green sboro, NC; Augusta Eiders of Clax ­
ton , GA; Carl Sch indler of Phelps, NY; and
Thomas Outerbridge of Bermuda. Her e are
some detai ls on each.

Lin da Phillips , a student at Green sboro
Co llege, headed a " Loca l Commit tee of th e
North Americ an Blu ebird Soci ety" whi ch
publi shed a f irst rate 32-page " Blueblrd
Dire ctory of Guilfo rd County" (NC). Lind a
utilized man y resources in her co mmunity
for both input and funding.

Anoth er prodigiou s eff ort on beh alf of
blueb ird s was made by Augusta Elders of
Claxton, GA. While she was president of the
Claxt on Gard en Club from 1979 to 1981 she
began a blu ebird cons ervati on proje ct. Her
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goal was " gett ing blueb ird nes t ing bo xes
place d In every ce me tery In the co unty."
She began l ining up the nes ting box supply
with the help of a f riend in the publi c sc hoo l
syst em who arranged lor the box es to be
built by high sc hoo l woodwork ing c las ses.
She obta ined the help of a loca l hi st orian In

findin g a li st of al l cemeteries , pl us the
name o f an individ ua l for eac h cemeter y
who would be hel pful In placing the boxes.

Carl Schindler writes that his long m­
vo lvement with blueb irds had to be cut
short thi s year because of ca r Iroub le and
illness in th e fa mi ly. St il i, he ma nag ed to
ge1118 nestin g boxes up In Phelps, NY, and
fledg ed 36 blu ebird s a nd many Tree
Swa llows. He report s t hat he lost 14 boxes
o f nestlings to blow fl ies . He says he gave
away 82 boxes and keeps In touch With al l
the bluebird peop le 10 whom he gave box es
or plans.

Tom Outerbrldge of Bermu da is mar­
shalling blueb ird helpers o n the vac atio n
Island. David Wingate, the chief co nserva­
tion off icer on the island , to ld the st ory of
Bermuda 's blu ebirds at the Fourth Annual
Meetin g of NABS at Gun ston Hall , VA.
David 's protessronat duties prevent ed in­
depth work on behal f of the bluebirds. Ente r
rock singe r Tom my Outerb ridge, who cham­
pioned the cause with fervor. Sin ce he had
contacts in the media, he immed iately ar·
ran ged a video taping of blu ebird events on
hi s newl y install ed trail. Thi s video With soft
ro ck background beat was seen at the Sixth
Annual Meet ing.

Meanwhil e, back on th e cont inent , et­
forts abound to 1. See bluebird s (they' re
mos tl y absent exce pt in the South); 2. Feed
bluebirds - Mrs. Mil dred G. Marcell Of
Morganton , GA, saw them on her feeder;
Gay Duncan of Sout hern Pine s, NC, and
Jack Finch, Bailey, NC, spent much t im e
last autumn coll ecti ng dogwood berri es
then during the winter placing th em on
f eeders wh ere, tture bii! dic tu, bluebird s are
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eat ing thernl ; 3. Tell others about bluebird s;
4. Build mor e bluebird nest ing boxes.

In orde r to tell o thers about bluebirds ,
NA BS' sli de presenta t ions are being made
in many places. There are numerous
speakers out o n th e " c irc uit " te l ling all who
w ill liste n about the joys and pitfalls of
bluebird ing . Char lott e Jernigan , NAB S
Board Member f rom Wa goner , OK, wh o has
given man y bluebird talks, received a letter
from a vet eran blueb irder, Don Yockey of
Onag a, KS. She says Don IS " act ive w ith the
Kans as non -carne prog ram. Besid es 100
new bluebird house s he c ut out , he also
bu rtt 30 sc reec h ow l or kest rel bo xes."
Sherry Ullius of Wes t Bend , WI, wr ites .....our
Botan y Club at th e University of w tscoosm­
Wa shington County ce nter sys tem had the
NAB S slide prog ram. W ith everyon e's
var ied sc hedules I decid ed to show the pro­
gram fo ur d if ferent tim es. Stud ents and
fac ulty st opped In w it h t heir lunches in
hand and sat back. re laxed and enjoye d 30
mi nutes of spr ingt ime. Thanks for ma king
thi s prog ram possible"

A.L. (Bert) Powell saw th e blu ebird pro­
gram at a Kentucky Orn i tho logica l Soc iet y
(KOS) mee ting. He report s, " 1 was so Im­
pressed With th e program t hat I told a
fel low member of our s tate KOS about t he
program. Thi s person , who is a member of
the Audubon gr oup in Paducah, KY, asked
me to send her inf orm ation about the s lide
show so she coul d use it fo r a program. "
Carol yn Jarnagan o f Corin th, MS. tel ls us
tha t their co mpany has a sub sidr ary
bus iness called The Ho bby Shop " which
tiles to saus fy al l the hobby, ar ts and cr aft s
needs o f t he co mmuni ty. One of these pro­
ject s is to hel p the Gi rl Scouts, Boy Sco uts ,
YMCA and other gro ups With proj ects and
teac h the m how to do these projec ts. One
o f the majo r undertak ings t his year is the
project of mak ing blu ebi rd houses and then
I w ish to rent the s lide prog ram and make a
pres entat io n to t he Cub Sco uts before they
place th eir bluebird houses."

Louise C. Lumpkin, a rea lto r from No r­
fol k, VA, says that she saved the art ic le in
Parad e magazine, Nov. 25, 1979. She asked
fo r sev er al in f o rm a ti o na l pa mph let s
bec ause •·...the pa ren ts wil l secur e the
boxes and help the chi ldr en place the m."
David Boo th of Lake Cha rles, LA, arranged
to show th e NABS slide progra m in
January, 1984, to his club, Gulf Coast
Birders, and then sent us mai l ing labels so
we coul d send complimen tary cop ies of
siette to al l o f them. So, dea r readers, why
not do th e sa me- dec ide w hether to give or
not to give the NA BS slid e program, but do
send us names (we reall y love lab els) of in·
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teres ted people and we'll send th em the
best advert ising we have-a co mp liment ary
issue of Sia lia !

In the bui ld ing and refurbishing depa rt ­
ment, Major Donald R. Packard, of Pinkney.
MI, found a commerc ial fore stry co mp any
that " would gi ve me 3/4 inch pine but the
man ager k idding ly sai d, 'You're goin g to
use thi s In your garage for shelves.' so I
went looking for my blueb ird membershi p
ca rd-bu t couldn 't find it. Wou ld yo u
please mail me out a dup lic ate membership
card so I can spend my winte r incr easing
my trai l f rom 27 box es to at lea st 100."
George Waller, Roy, WA , mu st have been
doing a lo t of bUilding beca use his nesting
survey return shows that in 1981 he main­
ta ined 5 nesti ng boxes, 18 In 1982, and in
1983 th e numbe r wa s listed as 87, From
th ese, 93 Western Blu ebird s fl edg ed , as
we ll as so me Tr ee and Viol et-G reen
SwallOWS.

Sam Patten , of Boy ce , VA, wh o is
new slett er ed itor fo r th e Northern Shenan­
doah Valle y Audubo n Soc iety. says, " We
are thinking of promo ting bluebird s in the
Wi nches te r-Front Royal- Berr yvi li e area by
buying and seil ing blu ebird box es." And
J.M. Garrett o f Hayne svi lle , LA, wri te s th at
"This week 1have been c lea ning and paint­
ing 12 boxes whic h are sp read over a
distance of 9 mil es and in a varie ty of loca­
tion s such as hospital law n, c i ty golf
course, te lep ho ne po les on rem ot e st reet s
and ce me teries ."

It IS altoget her heart ening to tra vel
about t he co un try and exper ience the
heigh tened inte rest In blueb irds every­
where. Bob Bodine of Media, PA, had in·
vited a fi ne group 01 about 20 people when
Larry Zelen y and I vis ited the Philad elphia
area.

Thi s weekend visit was part of a trip to
Philadelphi a to attend a Camp Fire Co n­
gres s banquet wh ere a Bluebird Co nserva­
tion Aw ard was prese nted to Camp Fire by
th e Na ti ona l W ildl ife Federat ion. The award
turn ed ou t to be an or ig inal paint ing by
Wild lif e arti st Ed Bierly (NAB S member)
from Lort on, VA, who wa s in attendance
w ith his w i fe Ed ie. I kno w all of you enjoyed
receiving the beautiful br och ure in th e
w inter issue of Sie tie w hic h of fe red the set
o f t hree bluebird pr ints numbered and
sig ned by Ed. Rece ipts from t he sa le of
th ese prints wi ll benef it NA BS and the
Camp Fire organizat ion.

And so. amid all th e wonde rful talk
about bluebirds, may Ja nua ry 's main c ues­
tl on, "vv he re have all the blu ebirds go ne?"
gi ve way to Apri l's cheerful "cher·wh ee" ­
" Here we are!" May it be so on your t rai l, in
you r garden. and in mi ne! •
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters ,
the primary objective of the SOCI ETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end , the SOCIETY will work , within the
bounds of effective conservation , to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery ; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10: Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100 ; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250 . Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295
Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295




