


Report of Sixth Annual Meeting
Mary D. Janetatos

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the
North American Bluebird Society

was held September 30·0ctober 2,
1983, in Binghamton, New York.
Approximately 130 persons attended
from New York, Pennsylvania, Massa­
chusetts , Ohio, Tennessee, Maryland,
New Jersey, Virginia , North Carolina ,
Georgia, Oklahoma, Oregon , Alberta ,
Ontario, Quebec, and Bermuda.

Early registration revealed that
the planned room at the Roberson Cen­
ter for Arts and Sciences wou ld be in­
adequate, so transfer to more spacious
quarters at the Ramada Inn was
arranged. After dinner on Friday even­
ing , the early registrants set out fo r the
Kopernik Observatory. Director Jay
Sartori gave an interest ing talk on
astronomy and then conducted an
excurs ion through the observatory.

Saturday morning's activities be­
gan with registration at 8:00 a.m. Vis­
itors examined the many bluebird­
related displays. Exhibits included
photographs by Junius Birchard of
Hackettstown, New Jersey; a tascinat­
ing table of bluebird-related material
by Jack Finch of Bailey, North Caro­
lina, featuring samples of scupper­
nong grapes; hand-painted plates and
jewelry done by Fran Hanes of Utica,
New York; the stunning photographs of
Michael L. Smith (Upper Marlboro,
Maryland); hand-crafted log bird feed­
ers and " bluebi rd housing " by Laur­
ance Sawyer of Ringgold, Georgia; an
impressive display of plantings for
bluebirds and other wildlife done by
the New York State Federated Garden
Clubs; realistic wooden bird carvings
by Fred Plaumann and , of course, the
NABS bookstore.

The program began at 9:00 a.m.
when Master of Ceremonies, Shaw
Lively, Director of Outdoor Education
with the Board of Cooperative Educa­
tion Services (BOCES) , welcomed the
group. He described the events leading
up to the declaration of the Eastern
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Bluebird as New York State 's official
avian symbol. This took place in 1971
when the bill was signed by Governor
Nelson Rockefeller. (See Sialia 2(1):
4·6.) Shaw Lively then introduced Mrs .
Ruby Finch, of Bailey, North Carolina ,
who gave a moving invocation . Mrs.
Glenys Curran of Apalachin , New York,
followed with a lovely poem about
birds, highl ighting bluebi rds .

Clark Pell , of the Public Affa irs
Department, NYS Department of En­
vironmental Conservation gave a pres­
entation on the " Return a Gift to Wild ­
li fe" program in New Yo rk State. This
is one of the 23 state-sponsored pro­
grams which presently assist non ­
game wildlife species . Out l ined by
beautiful photography, the program
showed the Department 's varied
efforts. Mr . Pell spoke of being a blue­
bird fancier who has had active nest­
boxes on his property. He said that
more bluebi rd activities sponsored by
his program were possible.

The next program item showed
which public lands were used to sup­
port bluebird conservation . In " Where
Can All the Bluebirds Go? " a panel dis­
cussion was chaired by Richard
Dolesh, Park Naturalist and Director of
the Patuxent River Park, for the Mary­
land National Capital Parks Planning
Commission. Janet Leighow, Environ­
mental Education Specialist with the
Pennsylvania Bureau of State Parks at
the Nolde Forest Environmental Edu­
cation Center, of Reading, Pennsyl ­
vania , described the extensive b luebird
conservation program taking place in
her state. She brought a supply of a
well-prepared booklet on the state
parks of Pennsylvania bluebird pro­
jects. (Janet left the remainder of these
with NABS; they are available to non­
Pennsylvanians on reques t, as long as
the supply lasts .) As an instance where
federal ly owned parkland is used to
support bluebird popu lations, Graham
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Board member Charlotte Jernigan and Founder Larry Zeleny at the banquet at
the Sixth Annual Meeting of the North Ameri can Bluebird Society.
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Sharing a table at the Saturday night banquet are (left to right) Board member
Martha Chestem, President Lillian Files, and Editor Joanne Solem.
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Taylor, Biological Aide who oversees
bluebird trails on the Great Swamp
Nat ional Wildlife Refuge in Basking
Ridge, New Jersey, described his blue­
bird trail work. Mike Allen of NYSDEC
read Bob Miller's report on the status
of bluebirds in NYS. The outlook for the
state bird was said to be "dismaL"

After a coffee break, Dick Tuttle,
outgoing NABS Education Chairman,
and Doris Shaw, film producer (both of
Delaware, Ohio), described In "Blue­
birds In the Movies-Rated G" the pro­
gress being made with the upcoming
NABS film on the life cycle of the blue­
bird.

The last presentat ion of the morn­
ing was given by Dick Tuttl e, entit led:
"Did the Swallow Have Its Wings
Clipped?" Dick reported that the re­
sults of wing gua rds at bluebird box
entrances were not favorable. The Tree
Swa llows qui ckly adapted to their
presence and nested suc cessfully In
the boxes with wing guards wh ich had
been developed to discourage them.
He also said that other methods would
be sought to minimize swallow compe­
tition on bluebird trails.

The afternoon session began with
the NABS ' Membership Meeting and
Election of Off icers. The Nominating
Committee's report was submitted In
proxy from Bob Bodine and was ac­
cepted by a unanimous vote. Regional
Reports were given: Western Bluebirds
by Joa n Glascock of Corvallis, Oregon ;
Moun tai n Bluebirds by Don Stiles of
Calgary, Alberta, and Eastern Blue­
birds by Joe Talt , of Beltsville, Mary­
land.

The afternoon's program con­
t inued with Tom Outerbrldge of Ber­
muda presenting the video-taped
" Happiness is a Blueb ird In Your Gar­
den. " Yes, bluebirds have established
a toehold on the tiny island, and Tom
has made a joll y good show of it. He
also treated us to his original song
with a gentle rock beat: " Mr. Bluebird
Blue. " His nestbox is a unique de­
sign which he characterizes as the Ber·
muda Traingle!

Bob Pantle, vetera n bluebirder of
Candor, New York , discussed "Which
Bird Got the Bluebird House? Blue-

bird? Tree Swallow? House Wren?"
Following a coffee break came an­

other bluebird treat, " Bluebirds Ga­
lore, " by Michael L. Smith of Upper
Marlboro, Maryland. The larger than
Iife·sized full color views of our fav­
orite bird were breath-taklnq.

Next, blueblrders brought their
problems to three experienced indi ­
viduals in "Doctor, I Have This Blue­
bird Problem." Questions were fielded
by NABS' Founder, Larry Zeleny, along
with President-elect Lillian Files of
Tyngsboro, Massachusetts, and Mark
Raabe, NABS' Recording Secretary.

In a break from bluebird material,
Mike Allen, endangered species
specialist of the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation, des­
cribed the Interesting process of
" Hacki ng Eagles ." This procedure has
produced highly successful resu lts.

The meeting adjourned to be reo
sumed at the banquet. At that time the
group was addressed by Mrs. Eleanor
Anderson, wife of New York State Sen­
ator Warren Anderson. Mrs. Anderson
expressed pleasure at hearing the
many and varied talks that day, and
underscored her and her husband's in­
tention of promoting the cause of blue­
bird conservation in any way they
COUld. A stimulating and entertaining
film was presented by Dr. Stephen
Kress entitled "Puffin Reestablish­
ment " expanded to include terns and
petrels. Dr. Kress is research collab­
orator at Cornell 's Laboratory of Orni­
thology, Ithaca, NY, and director of the
National Audubon Society's Maine
camp .

An extra, unscheduled treat fol­
lowed . Andre Dian, of Quebec, had
dropped in to show and tell us about
his charming book ent itled Le Retour
de la Olseau Bleu (The Return of the
Bluebird). This beaut ifully illustrated
fancifu I tale of a heartbroken bluebird
who fell in love with a f lower and seeks
consolat ion from his feathered
brothers and sisters of other species
has a happy ending when he finds a
bluebird mate . Andre informed us that
an English translat ion is coming soon .
(We have learned that a foreword will



Board members Dott ie and Roger Fay at the NABS banquet.

Adelaide and Laurance Sawyer, of Ringgold, GA, always erect a display of
their log houses and feeders at the annual meeting.
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be written fo r the English version by
NABS ' Founder, Lawrence Zeleny.)

Sunday morning wa s set aside fo r
field trips . One group went to Sapsu ck·
er Woods at the Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology whe re they observed the
falcon research project. Another trip
went to Nuthatch Hollow, a pri vate
sanctuary where a bluebird trail has
been established and extensive wild­
life plantings attract a wide variety of
wild c reatures. A third grou p went to
the Fred L. Waterman Center, where a
slide program was given by Jane Cod­
dington, Director. Bluebirds were seen

by this fortunate group.
Most of the planning and work for

this convent ion was done by NABS
board member Sad ie Dorber. She was
assisted by Shaw Lively and Glenys
Curran and by the members of the Up­
state New York Bluebird Society. A
special attraction was the Annual
Meeting program, festively decorated
by Fran Hanes ' pictures of bluebirds
caroling " I love New York! "

Once again the attendees were in­
spired to carryon the rewarding task
of restoring bluebirds to native
pla ces. •

Thank You, Volunteers!

Recently I received in themaii a
lovely advertisement for a del icat e
vase graced with bluebirds painted by
that "modern-day Audubon ," Roger
Tory Peterson . Then I rece ived word
that the Campfire Organization was
receiving an award from the National
Wildl ife Federation for the ir bluebird
conservation activit ies. Bluebirds are
making a big comeback and we at the
North Ameri can Bluebird Society can
say , " We mu st have helped." Yes,
through the largely volunteer efforts of
a grOWing number of bluebird activists,
bluebirds are getting much-needed at­
tention.

Here at the Si Iver Spri ng hub of ac­
t ivities I am aware of our fr ont line ac­
t ivists-the ones who put up and
monitor the nestboxes and then share
their exp eriences and results through
Sieiie . Next come those who spread
the word : they give a bluebird talk , use
the NABS ' slide program, or get an arti­
c le printed in a newspaper or
magazine.

Until October of 1983, Dick Tuttle
of Delaware, OH, as Cha irman of the
Education Comm ittee, capably hand­
led the chore of maintaining, schedul­
ing , and mailing the multiple copies of
the slide program. His met iculous
records att est to a devo t ion to this mis­
sion wh ich is t ru ly impressive. Reid
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and Teresa Caldwel l are now handling
the slide program. This young couple
lives in Lucas , OH, where Reid is park
ranger and Teresa is park naturali st at
Malabar Farm State Park. Reid is co­
chairing the Education Committee with
Bryan Shantz of Red Deer, Alberta.
Tedd Gutzke cont inues hi s fine work as
Chairman of the Resear ch Committee.
He scar cely missed a beat when he
was transferred from Great Swamp Na­
tional Wildlife Refuge in Basking
Ridge, NJ, to J. Clark Salyer NWR,
Upham , NO.

In 1983, the re were two NABS
meetings : the Western Regional
Meeting in Portland, OR, in late June
and the Sixth Annual Meeting in
Binghamton, NY, in early October. The
task of arranging a meeting of interna­
tional magnitude is a chal lenge which
was met admirably in both instances.
In Oregon , Angelina and Kermit
Croma ck, as well as Betty and Norton
Ferguson , guided members and friends
through a trul y enjoyable week end of
programs and field trips. In Blnqham
ton , NY, Sadie Dorber had assembled
programs and trips as d iverse as
bluebi rds, pu ffi ns, eagl es, and stars.
Thet 's st retching our horizons, right?
As all attendees know, these meetings
are alw ays a special kind of thrill. We
can' t thank suffi ciently the volunteers
who make them possible.

Slal!a, Winter 1984



On the day to day level at head­
quarters, hard-working volunteers are
at work . The dollars and cents are
taken care of by NABS Treasurer,
Chuck Dupree. Marjorie Mountjoy
spearheads the " shipping department"
and sees to it that orders are fi lied .
This year Marjorie also brought her
guest Helen Freeman who viewed the
whole process as entertainment! Mar­
ty Chestem, Frances Ehlers,Lois
Carleton , and Glenda Pollock assist
Marjorie. Wally and Kat ie Knapp col­
lect the mail and help me dea l with
mountains of it. Come Sialia time,
Florence Porter arrives with her con ­
tingent and the buzz of activity
heightens. Her helpers this year includ­
ed Harriet Shapiro, Laurae Hay, Alice
Mcl ntyre , May Bradford , Mary Barker,
Helen Tunstall , Lessie Garri son , and
Marian Shephard. Harold and Mildred
Norwood , Beulah Moore, Elwood
Fisher, and Joe Ondrejko also help put
out Sia/ia. List mai ntenance is done by
Edith and Sarah Haviland at home.

NABS distributes educational
materials in a direct ma il campaign.
Once again this year the students at
Wheatley Spec ial Center for the Han­
dicapped stuffed and sealed
thousands of envelopes for NABS.
These students are directed by their
teacher, Jack Spencer, who also
delivered all of these items directly to
the NABS office. Students at Cedar
Lane School in Columbia, MD, also
packaged items for NABS mailings.
These students are directed by Mrs.
Parlette and Mrs . Pecurokis.

Donations of a creative nature are
often made to NABS. Fran Hanes of
Utica, NY, donated illustrations of
bluebirds in their nests singing, " I love
New York " which were used on the pro­
gram for the annual meeting . Chung
Lee and his wife, Soon , run the Free
State Press in Silver Spring , MD, which
prints the envelopes and inserts for
Sialia and direct mailing materials . Mr.
Lee is also a talented artist and has
ori ginated decora lions for vari ous
NABS pieces. Everyone may now be
familiar with our 1983·84 Christmas
card showing bluebirds perched on
sumac in the snow. This love ly picture
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is the work of artist John W. Tay lor,
who provided it to NABS rather than to
a nationwide conservation organiza­
tion which had expressed an interest in
it. The verse in the card was donated by
Katharine Braun of Shingletown, CA.
Michael L. Smith of Upper Marlboro,
MD, a leading nature photographer,
donated a print of his ever popular
" Mad Bluebird" for raffling at the An­
nual Meeting. This is in addition to
Mike's other generous treatment of
NABS. Rob Tucker, a professional
wildlife photographer from Bridge­
water, N.J , has donated black and white
glossy photographs of a male bluebird
at a nestbox entrance hole. These are
highly useful in press releases which
require black and white photos.

Another valuable donation of ser­
vices has provided NABS with a fine 30
second video taped public service an­
nouncement. This took place throu gh
the work of NABS Board Member, Rich
Dolesh of Brandywine, MD, and Jon E.
Boone, Founding Editor of Sialia, who
obtained the help of Dr. Mike
DuMonceau at the University of
Maryland's School of Communication.

Sietie 's Editor, Jo Solem, is also
indebted to volunteers. Art Editor
Richard L. Woodward produces almost
all of the covers for the journal as well
as many additional drawings; Karen
Blackburn brings botanical and hor­
ticultural help to readers with her
"Plantings" articles; and Marian
McGrath assists with both writing and
editing when needed . Tedd Gutzke and
Ben Pinkowski review articles from
professional journals dealing with
cavity nesting species. Within the last
year Tedd , as well as Larry Zeleny and
Paul Jung, have offered helpful corn­
ments on papers referred to them.

The cause of bluebi rd conserva­
tion would be nowhere near its present
level without the " labor of love " of so
many volunteers. We always have
before us the prospect of " volunteer"
Founder Larry Zeleny. He keeps us all
on course and provides us with the
rock of good sense in all we do. So let's
all keep up the good work! •

Mary D. Janetatos
Executive Director
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes t he corr esp o ndenc e
of I/S m em bersh ip £3llJeblrd Lxoiess
5hou ld beco me a fo rum fo r al i who are
In teres ted In communica ti ng the ir 'd eas
and actions co nc ern ing b lueb ird censer­
»euon W e will e t temo t 10 pu b l ish a "" d e
range 0 / vie ws In a tes oons ioie m anner
K eep yo u r le tters coming '

Dear Editor:
It has not been easy but I was de­

term ined to have bluebirds in my bird
houses. First , I had to keep constant
watch for House Sparrows. Then I
greased the post with a mi xtu re of
grease and red pepper to keep the
predators out. I keep the birdbaths
filled with fresh water every day and
my husband bought a few berry ­
bearing bushes that bluebirds like and
planted t hem along the fence .

Wel l, it was not all in vain because I
have quite a few bluebirds around my
home. They nest twi ce a year and
usually lay fou r or five eggs each
nesting. So far , they have all f ledged. In
the afternoon I can sit on my back
porch and count seven or eight
bluebirds at the birdbath.

Yes, it 's a lot of work, but it 's worth
it !

Virginia G. Durish
Phoeni X, Maryland

Dear Editor:
I enj oyed a very successful bluebird

yea r. I run 20 houses in the mountains
west of Denver and this year I raised 30
birds, about ha lf Western and half
Mount ain. This is an increase over last
year of 10 young bluebirds. I " doubled"
nestboxes this year and reduced the
number of houses invaded by House
Wrens.

Kenneth W. Lane
Denver, Co lorado

Dear Editor:
It is a joy to know people are in­

terested in saving the bluebirds . They
are so pretty and a joy to wat ch . We put
up our bluebird boxes two years ago in
San Augustine, Texas , at our farm and
we have raised two families in each of
three boxes for both years. We are put­
ting up more boxes this year and hope
to keep bluebirds coming. We have at
leas t six pair that are winterin g in the
wood s and we watch them come out
and enjoy them so very much.

Mrs. Jo hn Taylo r
Nederland , Texas

Dear Edit or:
I am a great lover of bluebirds and

am so happy to say I ju st counted nine
outside my home on the electrical
wires. Man y t imes I see them ali ght in
my yard and pick up ins ects. I li ve on a
farm 45 miles east of Kansas City , MO.
We have been promot ing the care of
bluebirds throu gh 4-H clu bs and the
building of houses. I am so glad to
report that we are seeing many more
birds in the last three years.

Erma Specker
Mayview , Missouri

Dear Editor:
Tried your idea of putting boxes

within 30 feet and it wo rked. Swal lows
took tw o boxes and blueb irds used
one.

Lon nie E. Kuntz man
Kalamazoo, Michigan



Dear Editor:
A pure white egg in a bluebird nest­

box ! Dimensions, shape and lack of
markings led me to the bluebirders '
"bible " : Dr. Zeleny 's The Bluebird. On
page 16 he says , "The eggs of all three
species are normall y clear blue with no
markings whatever, alth ough an occa­
sional bluebird lays pure white eggs ."

Ours did . There were five in the first
clutch and fou r in the second . All
yo ung were normal Eastern Bluebirds .

Warning : You can't tell a bluebird
egg by its color alone!

Nancy D. Rowe
Cockeysville, Maryland

Dear Editor:
Just received the Summer 1983

issue of Sialia and read with interest
the article, " Huber House Sparrow
Trap. "

Thought some of the members might
be interested in the method whi ch I
use, much easier and simpler than the
Huber Trap. When the sparrows have
started to build (and they build much
earlier than the bluebirds), I keep close
watch on each of my boxes to dete ct
any sparrow actiVit y within the box .
After a sparrow has covered the bot­
tom of the box with nesting material , I
pla ce a common mousetrap wit hin the
box . When the sparrow enters with
more nesting material and hits the
mousetrap, you can be sure that it ex­
its much faster than it entered. My ex­
perience has been that one encounter
with the mou setrap will end th at spar­
row's interest in a particular box.

Seibert D. Meade
Talbot t, Tennessee

Dear Seibert Meade:
Thanks for your pra ctical suggestion

for d iscouraging Hou se Sparrow
nesting. We're an xious to share a varie­
ty of methods so that readers can
choose what is best fo r the ir own situa­
tion.

Don Grussing also suggested using
mouse traps to discourage House
Sparrows in " Con trolli ng the Male
House Sparrow, " Sialia 5(2):58-59.
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Jerry Newman of Ris ing Sun, MD,
passed along a lett er he received f rom
an individua l to whom he had given a
bluebird box :

" J ust a line to wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year , and
to thank you again for a few of my
favorite things :

sixteen bluebirds sitting in a line on
the electrical line,

my Burning Bush filled with
bluebirds eating the bright red berries.

Thanks again for all the pleasure the
gift of the bluebird house has given
me."

Anna M. Basham
Rising Sun, Maryland

Dear Editor :
While tending my bluebird trail in

northern New Yor k Sta te tw o incidents
taught me somet hi ng about the
hazard s that can be encountered along
the trail. Ma ny of our bluebird trails
necess itate c lim bing over barbed wire
fence to check boxes. This year I cut
myself on a rusty, barbed wire fence.
Sin ce I had not had a tetanous shot fo r
over ten years , I dec ided that one
wou ld be advisable. I wou ld sugge st
th at everyone who is rou t inely c limbing
over barbed wire fences have a tetanus
shot for protec t ion. They are usual ly
good for seven years.

My second. mishap resu lted when I
was checki ng what I thought was a
bird's nest in one of my boxes. As it
turn ed out it was th e home of a flyi ng
squ irrel. As I was feeli ng to see if th ere
were any eggs in th e nest, the squirrel
bit my fin ger. Tha t started a long night.
Do f lying squirrels carry rab ies ? After
run ning around to a medical center,
veteri narian and the emergency room
of a hospital, I was in formed that flying
squirrels are not ca rriers ; furthermore,
there had been no recent outbreaks of
rabies in the area. I relate this informa­
tion so that other bluebi rders may
learn from my experien ce.

Mark Gret ch
Champlain , New York
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BLUEBIRD TALES
Mary D. Janet atos

Traveling to Bi nghamt on, NY, for
the Sixth Annu al Meeting was an ex­
perience in watc hing summer change to
autumn. Since I want ed to " season" by
new blue Honda, Larry Zeleny and I
were tra veling together. As we left
Maryland in the morn ing, we saw th e
green er y of summer everyw here.
Southern Pennsylvania melted int o the
moun tainou s eastern port ion conta in­
ing Pennsylvania's highest city where I
was born : Hazleton. We stopped in at
the home of my Uncle Frank and Aunt
Margaret Dougherty. Uncle Frank, 96, a
World War I veteran, and Aunt Margaret,
quite a bit his junior, will soon celebrate
the ir golden wedd ing anni versa ry. Aft er
a brief visit we cont inued on our way in
the afternoon enjoying the autumn col­
ors.

When we arri ved in Binghamton we
quickly found the Ramada Inn. Soon
Chuck Dupree, NABS ' Treasurer and his
wi fe, Betty, arrived. Local contact and
Board Member, Sadie Dorber, showed
us the room at the Roberson Center
whi ch had been designated fo r our use.
We all had misgivings about its size.
There had been much local publicity by
Sadie and othe r New York bluebirders
includi ng Marjorie and Frank Lyon of
Delhi and Fran Hanes ancl the Upstate
New York Bluebird Society. A crowd
was expected which wo uld rival the
large group present in Nort h Carolina at
our last annual meeti ng. Reali zing this,
we arranged to move the meeti ng to the
Ramada Inn.

As th e bluebirders arrived the at­
mosphere became charged with excit e­
men t and anti cipation. The " regulars"
fr om afar arr ived: Jack and Ruby Finch
of Ba ile y, NC; Laurance and Adelaide
Sawyer in their blue van label ed
" Bluebird Housing of Ringg old , GA" ;
Junius and Beatrice Birchard of Hack­
ett stown, NJ; Meade and Mary Frances
Flinn of Alberta, VA, who rode with Ray
and Clareine Brinser of Richmond, VA;
Joe Tait, incoming Corresponding
Secr etar y and his w ife , Pearl, of
Beltsville , MD; Joe Ondrejko, Board
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Member of Arli ngto n, VA; Joanne
Solem, Sialia Editor and her husban d,
Bob, of Laurel, MD; Frances Ehlers,
headquarters volu nteer of Clarksville ,
MD; and Anne Sturm, President from
Barnesvill e, MD. The following came
from Alberta in a van: Bryan Shantz,
Board Member and his wife, Hazel; Fred
Schutz; Don Stiles, incomi ng Board
Member and his wife, Daphne; and
Orest and Donna Litwin. Lillian Files,
nominee for President, had arrived the
earliest of all , driving from Tyngsboro,
MA. Martha Chestem, Vice-Pres ident,
drove from Colu mbia, MD.

The Upstate New York Bluebird
Society was repr esented by Pres ident
Fran Hanes, Larry and Gloria Flick,
Marion and Carol Hoover, Ingeborg
Klenke, Salley Maitland, John Rogers,
Alma Steinbacher, and Paul and San­
dra Wilson . The re were many other
New Yorkers inc lud ing Frank and Mar­
jorie Lyon of Delhi. Charle s and
Dorothy Beyah were present fr om
Rocheste r, NY, Where, as head of a cor­
rectio nal inst ituti on and Cub Scout
leader, Charles has install ed several
bluebird trails.

Some of t he arrivals were staying
at a nearb y state park in cabins or their
own campers incl uding Rich Dolesh,
Board Member and his wi fe, Patty, of
Brandywine, MD, and Reid Caldwell,
Co-Chairman of the Educat ion Com­
mitt ee with his wife, Terry, of Luca s,
OH. Dick Tuttle, outgo ing Educat ion
Comm ittee Chairman also stayed
there.

Siali a, Wint er 1984



The Friday night act ivity was a
tour of t he Kopernik Observatory
though rain prevented our looki ng at
the sky through the large telescope. On
the return trip to the Inn, I switched
rides to talk w ith Tom Outerbridge, a
new bluebirder from Bermuda. Tom
hopes to start a bluebird conservat ion
movement there with David Wingate's
assistance .

Saturday morning started earl y
with Glenys Curran as "first mate" to
Meeting Chairwoman Sad ie Dorber.
Ably aided by Roger Foy, Gladys ac­
cepted registration fees and gave out
name tags . A f ine group came from
Pennsylvani a: Jane and Lester Derr of
Lewisburg , Edward and Sally Dabson
of Lake Como, Mr. & Mrs. Ed Reish of
Montoursville, and Mr. & Mrs. John
Schaefer of Muncy. All of these in­
dividuals wore attractive t-shirts
featur ing stenciled blueb irds. Ralph K.
Bell of Clarksville , PA, was present to
rece ive a NABS award for his long in­
volvement with bluebirds in western
Pennsylvania. James and Kathleen
Bullard of Richmond, VA, attended
also.

As Shaw Lively convened the
meeting , everyone settled down to the
smorgasbord of bluebird topics. At the
coffee break I sought out the
or iginators of a fine exhibit " Plant ing
to Attra ct Bluebirds" done by the
Federated Garden Clubs of NYS. Peg
Mar l' of Green , NY, began the pro ject.
She received assistance from Margaret
Bryant and Annemarie Rainirez.

At other breaks and on elevators it
was fun to meet new and veteran
meeting gael's. Among those I saw
were Madeline and Gerald Newman of
Rising Sun ,MD; Edwin and Asinath
McKnight of Bethesda, MD; Betty Sam­
son; a nd Doug LaVasseur o f
Senecavi lle,OH.

Priscella and Ron Kingston of
Spr ingf ield, VA, attended wi th Calvin
Kingston, Ron's uncle from Ham pton,
VA. Ron has installed blu ebird trails in
Arkansas where his brother lives and
on the gove rnment installat ion in
Washi ngton, DC, wh ere he works. He
has had "inside the Capital Beltway"
bluebird nest ings .

Charlotte and Bill Jernigan had
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made a leisurely automobi le t rip al l the
way fro m Oklahoma. They also kin dly
delivered a NABS aw ard to Reuel
Broyles of Springfield, MO, before they
got back home to Wagoner. Joan
Glascock topped al l others comi ng all
the way from Corvallis , OR, to accept a
position on the Board of Directors. Two
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Braleys attended ,
the uncle and aunt from Perth, Ontario,
and the nephew and niece from Peter­
borough, ONT .

I had a nice chat with Mrs. Eleanor
Anderson, wife of NYS Senator Warren
Anderson, who expressed her hus­
band's regrets about his not being able
to attend . She told me that she and her
husband wanted to help the cause of
bluebi rd conservation in NYS, but 1hey
were a bit hesitant to involve tax
money. I assured her that much could
be done by an elected official whi ch
did not cost one cen1 of ta xes, for in­
st ance, being present and speakin g at
a proclamat ion of Bluebird Day, Week
or Month . This type of ceremony can
bring publ ic ity to the cause of bl uebi rd
con servat ion and costs onl y the time
involved. I was g lad to meet two
members whos e names had etched
themselves on my memory: Thomas
Passamonte of Mt. Morris, NY,and Vin·
cent Schneible of Dunesburg , NY. They
described th eir bluebird t rarl results as
discouraging, but I urged each of them
not to give up.

At lunch t ime there was a wonder­
fu l surprise. Andre' Dion of St. Placide,
Quebec, arrived and we had an en­
joy able vis it as he described the way
he becam e involved wit h bluebird s. He
had read Larry Zelen y's book, The
Bluebird. FollOWing that, th e grain of
an idea began to form. Before long a
cha rmi ng fa ble was writt en poet ical ly
in French. Soon Le Retour De l 'Oiseeu
Bleau wi ll also be ava i lable in English .

As the day drew to a cl ose Sun­
day'S field trips were planned. The n al l
sai d " au revoi r," especial ly to Larry
Zeleny, th e beloved founder of NABS .
Larry can we l l be proud of the ideas he
has planted and the eff orts he has in­
sp i red among those of us w ho sha re
both his love for the bluebird and his
determination to help it survive on
Planet Earth . •
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Messenger of Love

What would t he Bluebi rd do, and feel,
If he could see the shepherds kneel

Before th e bed of straw, the mang er,
Wherein th e Babe, the Ho ly Stranger

Was born that night so long ago ,
When heavenly hosts- all aglow

With tender love and adm irat ion-
Sang " Peace on Earth " to every nation?

I'm sure that Blue would swi ft ly fly ,
Then rest upon a rafter high,

And warble sweet ly, low, " Pure, Pure,
The world is waiting, hoping, sure

That all is well, now that you're here,
Dear Litt le Babe. It's all so clear:

I'l l bring your happiness and joy
To the weary world, from Little Boy,

With Love,
Blue, "

Katharine M. Braun e
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of th ese
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environm ent.

Toward this end , the SOCIETY will work , within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding blueb ird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind .

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting , $50:
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Don or, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295
SilverSpring, MD 20906-0295


