





income tax form which provides for a
donation from either a tax refund or a
payment included with owed taxes. In
Oregon, as in a number of other states,
some of the money collected is used in
establishing workshops where blue-
bird conservation is taught. Bluebird
trails are set up and monitored. This
is a most heartening development for
bluebirds and other native cavity nest-
ing birds. Twenty-two stateés now have
this legislation.

Following lunch Art Aylesworth of
Ronan, Montana, outlined ‘“Results
Using Larger Box Openings and Pair-
ing Boxes to Avoid Tree Swallow Com-
petition.” Mr. Aylesworth recommends
using a 1 9/16 inch hole for Mountain
Bluebirds. He also showed his own
method for attaching nestboxes to
power line poles by using the seam-
stress’ aid, Velcro® | on the box and on
the pole, then reinforcing it with tape
around the whole thing.

The pace shifted from bluebirds
as the next speaker’s topic was “The
Spotted Owl in the Pacific Northwest.”
Dr. Eric Forsman, wildlife biologist
with the Oregon Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit of Corvallis, Oregon,
detailed his efforts in the Douglas Fir
forests with the threatened Spotted
Owl. The habits of this owl, which is a
close relative of the Barred Owl, bring
it into direct conflict with lumbering
activities posing another confrontation
between human and wildlite interests.

A lively talk prepared and presented
by Alfred G. Larson, Boise Audubon
Chapter President, described "An
Idaho Bluebird Trait.”

The next item on the afternoon
program was the ‘“North American
Bluebird Society Awards.” NABS' Pres-
ident Anne Sturm, of Barnesville, Mary-
land, presented the awards. She was
assisted by Norah Lane of Brandon,
Manitoba, and Lawrence Zeleny of Uni-
versity Park, Maryland.

The John and Norah Lane
Award—
Lorne Scott (accepted by Bryan
Shantz)

Hubert W. Prescott
Duncan Mackintosh

The Lawrence Zeleny Award—
Mountain Bluebird Trails

After the awards were made Mary
Janetatos, Executive Director of
NABS, was introduced. She acknowl-
edged the help of the many volunteers
who assist her in the day-to-day activ-
ities of the Society. Introduced were
Chuck Dupree, Treasurer; Anne Sturm,
President; Marty Chestem, Vice Presi-
dent; Larry Zeleny, Founder; Frances
Ehlers, faithful volunteer, and the
youngest member of the Maryland
group, Jon K. Boone, the 12-year-old
son of Sialia’s Founding Editor.

Following the coffee break, Rusty
Scalf of Pullman, Washington, des-
cribed ““Habitat Utilization of Western
and Mountain Bluebirds in the Vicinity
of Pullman, Washington.” Wherever
man lives with his animals the blue-
bird thrives because of the short-grass
habitat which is created.

“Breeding Success and Nest Site
Characteristics of the Western Blue-
bird on Parrett Mountain, Oregon” was
the title of Marcia Sims’ interesting
presentation. She is with the Depart-
ment of Biology, Portland State Uni-
versity in Portland, Oregon. A sched-
uled field trip visited her trail.

Next followed “Those Amazing
Bickleton Bluebird Houses: Is It the
Door, the Floor or the Sky-Blue Roof?”
Though the material was compiled by
Jess and Elva Brinkerhoff, the slide
talk was presented by their daughter,
Virginia Sweetland, of Richland, Wash-
ington. The Brinkerhoffs have for many
years been using their own nestbox de-
sign with phenomenal success. It
might be said 1o resemble a standard
NABS nestbox set on its side with a
pitched roof running the length of the
box and a 1 5/8 inch entrance hole.
The body of the box is painted white
and the roof is bright blue. They have
had 100 percent occupancy of these
unigue houses and their slides told the
tale. Narrator Sweetland saluted the
outstanding work of her bluebirding
parents,

Following the Brinkerhotf Trail
presentation, Larry Zeleny (NABS’
Founder) spoke in praise of the Brink-
erhoff’s work. He cautioned, however,

{Continued on page 156)



BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membership  Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested i commumcating their deas
and actions concerning bluebird conser-
vation. We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views 10 a responsible manner
Keep vour letters coming!

Dear Editar:

The Western Regional Conference
in Portland, Oregon, was within 500
miles of our home so it gave us a
chance to attend and see what the
North American Bluebird Society was
all about.

We met a group of the most amiable
and knowledgeable bluebird people
imaginable and had a wonderful time.
Our dedicated officers of the Society
are just that and work endlessly for the
betterment of the organization.

We urge all of you to watch for a
conference near you and to attend, if
at all possible. You will have a pleasant
surprise when you meet those you con-
sidered to be just names in Sialia’s
list of the ones who *‘get it done,” the
really dedicated.

And don’t be like me and blow your
horn over a mere 335 boxes. | met peo-
ple who put out that many on just a
hope and have thousands of active
boxes besides. But they still praised
our efforts and belittled no one—a
very splendid group. Their thinking is
that every single box counts.

Al Perry
Boise, Idaho

Dear Editor:

In the Winter 1983 issue of Sialia, a
writer asked if anyone knew of a
grease that could be used on outside
applications on bluebird boxes that
would not form a crust for long periods
of time in order to deter fire ants. We
do not have a problern with fire ants
in Pennsylvania, but | may know of a
grease that would be useful.

The grease | have in mind is a ma-
rine anti-corrosion grease, which is
readily available at any marina. This
grease, based on my own experience,
is thicker than STP, but very stable
over long periads of exterior exposure.
| believe it would definitely be worth
the time to try this marine anti-corro-
sion grease.

Daryl Lang
Monroeville, Pennsylvania

Dear Editor:

On March 19 in the late afternoon |
saw four bluebirds close to a box. One
flew off and left; | then noticed two of
the birds flailing around. It was two
females evidently competing for the
male. They fought on the ground for at
feast 20 minutes. | could see them very
well. The male would fly from our small
barn roof to the roof of the bluebird
house. Back and forth. Then he would
fly to the ground as if to break up the
fight. Finaily, | decided to put a stop to
it as | was afraid one would kill the
other. | watked from the house to with-
in three feet of the fighting birds. They
had flopped around in such earnest
they had not heard me.

They then flew behind the barn to
continue as | could hear lots of agi-
tated chirps. The male stayed ciose by
all the while. Later that evening | saw
just a pair—the obvious winner with
her mate.

| was not aware that the females
would fight.

Mrs. Myers Kelley
Connellsville, Pennsylvania



Dear Mrs. Kelley:

Fighting female bluebirds have been
observed often. Dr. Zeleny commends
you for your careful observation. He
says you have described the sequence
almost exactly as he has seen it

Dear Editor:

| have repeatedly seen bluebirds
which were perched on high tension
wires fly down into low grass to snatch
an insect and frequently have heard
songs of bluebirds in low level flight. |
reasoned that these birds, even dur-
ing migration, might be visually
searching for a nesting site and be as
easily capable of seeing a 1% inch
hole as they are of seeing aninsect.

Once a person has invested the time
and expense to establish a trail it
seems a shame to have a box go un-
discovered because a bluebird flies
past the side of a box which does not
exhibit a hole, indicating a nest site.

Subsequently, | have painted false
holes on the two remaining exposed
sides of the boxes, thus tripling the
likelihood of discovery.

A preliminary examination of some
of my 65 boxes indicates an impressive
increase in occupancy, some within a
day of instaliation. If this is a new con-
cept, then | am eager to share this
“multi-attractor” idea with bluebird
lovers everywhere.

Scott Hess
York, Pennsylvania

Dear Scott Hess:

What an intriguing idea'! Simple,
cheap—and it may be effective. If any
readers give it a try, we'd like to know
the results. Proof of its value, of
course, would require a series of boxes
with painted holes along with a con-
trol group of normal boxes.

Dear Editor:

Early in April while | was inspect-
ing my bluebird houses, | found one
nest containing five eggs. The next day
we had a snowfall of six inches
followed by three additional days of be-
low freezing weather. | felt that this
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clutch of eggs was doomed. | also felt
that it was only a matter of time be-
fore the female bluebird would be
forced to desert the eggs in search of
food. | suddenly remembered one win-
ter observing bluebirds feeding on
sumac berries and | hastened to find
some. | placed several branches of the
berries within ten feet of the box and
the next day observed the male blue-
bird feeding on them.

Two weeks later, with mixed emo-
tions, | decided to inspect the box, ex-
pecting the worst. | raised the cover
and, o and behold, five tiny bluebirds
occupied the nest. How the female
bluebird accomplished this task under
such adverse weather conditions was
nothing short of a miracle. | like to
think the sumac berries helped a little
bit, too.

Thomas Passamonte
Mt. Morris, New York

Dear Mr. Passamonte:

it is hard to overemphasize the im-
portance of berry-producing plants for
late winter and early spring bluebird
food. Not only should efforts be made
to retain native plants on public land
such as hollies, dogwoods, sumacs
and viburnums, but serious considera-
tion shouid be given by homeowners
to planting or preserving these valu-
able species on their own land. Karen
Blackburn’s “Plantings” articles in
each issue of Sialia offer suggestions
of species that are particularly useful.

Dear Editor:

Cne time | read an articie in Sialia
about the frustration of waiting and
watching spring after spring for blue-
birds and suddenly when one is ready
to give up, there they are!

My husband and | have fought the
sparrows and the elements each
spring hoping our bluebirds would hold
on to one of our boxes. Our boxes went
up in 1975 so it has been a long wait,
but at last the bluebirds are nesting.
We are thrilled! There are five eggs so
we will be protecting them as much as
their bluebird parents.

Arreta Jaranko
Shenandoah Junction, West Virginia
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BLUEBIRD TALES

Mary D. Janetatos

Bluebirding, both backyard and
trail varieties, recovered from a siow
start due to a cold, wet spring. The
bluebirds in my yard raised a brood of
one, a female, who seemed to be self-
centered as well as precocious (she
fledged at an early 15 days). At this
mid-July writing, a second brood of
three is maturing. Does "Big Sis” help
in feeding the second brood as is often
reported in the literature? No! She
perches her ample self on top of the
nestbox and, with mouth gaping wide
open, tries to finagle food from her
hard-working parents. They give her
short shrift, even rushing her off the
top of the nestbox, “Go get your own,
can’t you see we’re busy?” I'm sorely
tempted to go out and buy some meal-
worms; maybe then I'd see more of the
whole gang later after brood number
two fledges. Perhaps |, too, shall at-
tempt a bluebird feeder....

Speaking of bluebird feeders
brings to mind our wonderful western
trip to the NABS Western Regional
Meeting in Portland, Oregon. Our first
stop after arrival was at Kermit and
Angie Cromack’s home where we
viewed Western Bluebirds coming to
their feeder for mealworrns. As Larry
Zeleny, Marty Chestem, Gay Duncan,
Chuck Dupree, Jon Boone, Frances
Ehlers and | watched (together with
Matthew and Kevin Cromack and their
parents) Rufous Hummingbirds, Black-
headed Grosbeaks, and Western Blue-
birds passed through the cleverly set
up feeder system.

Once we’d seen the bluebirds we
set off for new birding thrills under
Kermit's guidance. That day we added
to our list the Acorn Woodpecker,
Golden-crowned  Sparrow, Hermit
Warbler, and a most astounding fam-
ily of Spotted Owls. The owls had been
“cornered” for us by Dr. Eric Forsman
who had befriended them earlier in the
season. The setting and performance
were breathtaking. We were led into a
green cavernous forest by Eric, who
seemed to have made a deal with Papa

Owl. For a choice dead mouse which
was placed on Eric's shoulder, Papa
Ow! would give his deep hooty call,
harvest the mouse, bring it dutifully to
Mama Owl who scrutinized it carefully,
squeaked her comments and tried to
feed it to Owi, dr. The young owl didn’'t
seem interested or hungry, but just sat,
inscrutable in his fuzziness, accepting
the attention, but not the mouse. Be-
fore we left this enchanting scene, we
absorbed the cocl, moist surroundings
rich in fern and moss below and wood
warblers overhead. Eventually, the
young owl ate some of the mouse.
What a memory!

There were many more memories
gathered from that trip: the Calliope
Hummingbird flashing his neon throat
to a spellbound group of watchers;
Tufted Puffins swooping between
snowflakes, a Harlequin Duck lurking
in nearby waters; Washington State
yielding California Quail; a Dipper liv-
ing close to the heart-stopping Mult-
nomah Falls—and everywhere the
sweeping  magnificence of the
“Mounts’: Mount Hood, Mount Adams,
Mount St. Helens.

At the meeting it was wonderful
to meet the bluebirders, veteran as well
as novice, and to renew acquain-
tances: Hubert (who was battling a
case of laryngitis) and Justine Pres-
cott, Earl Gillis, who now assists Hu-
bert in trail work, and Cliff and Chere



Periera (new bluebirder Birch Prescott
arrived July 29 at 8 pounds). Also on
hand were Elsie and Merlin Eltzroth,
Alice Butler, Mike and Kathy Uhtoff,
and others from the Portland Audubon
Society who had carefully crafted the
wonderful four day event under the ex-
pert chairmanship of Betty Ferguson.

Iris Fournier very kindly spoke of
reading this column with enjoyment.
{it's so nice to get that kind of feed-
back.) Jess and Elva Brinkerhoff, of
Richland, Washington, were there
accompanied by their daughter, Virgin-
ia, and son-in-law Russ Sweetland.
From Idaho came Mary and Al Perry,
from Montana Art and Vivian Ayles-
worth. You might call these the folks
with the BIG Mountain Bluebirds (they
all advocate that the biuebird nestbox
and entrance hole should be larger
than that recommended by the So-
ciety). They certainly have the kind of
success to back up their claims—100
percent bluebird occupancy. Delightful
reunions took place with the Canad-
ians: Norah Lane from Manitoba aiong
with Hazel Patmore and her sister
Clara as well as Bryan and Hazel
Shantz and Duncan Mackintosh from
Aiberta. Preliminary plans were made
for the future NABS Annual Meeting
to be held in Red Deer, Alberta, dur-
ing the summer of 1985.

On my return flight | reflected that
| had been able to see all three bluebird
species in one month. The Eastern
Bluebird nesting in my Silver Spring,
MD, backyard, the Western Bluebird in
Oregon, and the Mountain Bluebird on
my own finale to the trip. That was
when | visited my sister’s family: John
and Marty Nelson, Tia, Patti, Christi
and Diana in Great Falls, Montana.
There, through the hospitality of the
Nelsons and of Tom and Pat Matsko,
Great Falls bluebirders, | saw the
Mountain Bluebirds nesting in Augusta
and Wolf Creek.

On reaching home and routine
again | discovered that the backyard
bluebirds had produced four eggs in a
second nesting. This delightful news
culminated in the hatching of three
young which | have since banded.
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In settling down to read the mail,
some of the letters included these
items: Suzanne Peters of Elizabeth-
town, KY: “Qur Girl Scout Troop made
12 bluebird nestboxes. We had a lot of
fun and a good feeling. We have pro-
tected and improved the world around
us. Thank you for all the information
on construction and mounting of the
boxes.” From Palm Bay, FL, Mike Rice
tells us that he moved his residence
from southern Maryland where a blue-
bird family nested 15 feet from his
house. “It was extremely rewarding to
watch them and know that | had a
small part in helping their species to
survive...Now that | am transplanted to
Florida, | would like some information
about how | may join the NABS so that
| may continue to help them.” Mrs.
Larry Goad reports that “the bluebird
is very special in Ellisville, MO. It is
the city bird as it appears on ail offic-
ial stationery, carstickers and our larg-
est city park is Bluebird Park. As a
member of the Park Board, | can tell
you that we are all very anxious to help
in keeping our birds.”

One request for our information
came from Bloomington, IN, and
asked, “Would you kindly send me the
information in a plain envelope without
your Society’'s name on it? For once |
would like to surprise my husband and
friends with original presents....” It
looks like Junius Birchard’s and Tedd
Gutzke’s northern New Jersey efforts
are having reinforcements come from
mid-Jersey; Bienvenito Mardones of
Cranberry, NJ, reports that he is a
member of Owl Haven Nature Sanc-
tuary (NJ Audubon Society), located on
Monmouth Battlefield State Park in
Tennent, NJ. “Two years ago we put 16
boxes throughout a section of the park
...only a chickadee, wren and sparrow
bothered with them. No bluebirds were
seen...This spring two males were
sighted near some of the boxes late in
March. They have not been seen
since.” But, I'm willing to bet that early
next spring Mr. Mardones will have
bluebirds nesting at Monmouth. This
national battlefield will then join Antie-
tam, MD, where NABS’' Recording
Secretary, Mark Raabe, and his wife
Jean have an extensive trail.
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From Tucson, AZ, Eugenia and
Jim Gates relate the following: “We
were in the Catalinas [at] about 8,000
feet observing Coue's Flycatchers
when suddenly two Mountain Blue-
birds had a scrap about nesting terri-
tory. They were beautiful in the sun-
shine! The tree life up there is Ponder-
osa Pine. We know of a (Mountain)
bluebird nest in a Ponderosa Pine in
the area.”

E.C. Fory of Shreveport, LA, re-
ports that ““Last year (1982) | built,
according to NABS' specifications, 85
top-opening nestboxes with 1%z inch
openings (| notice in current Sialia one
builder uses 1 3/4 inch opening which
will allow the starling to enter). These
nestboxes were given to friends who
promised to monitor and protect them
from predators. Many have given me
enthusiastic reports of bluebirds using
them. My health failed at Christmas-
time and since that time—at 89 years
—my activities have been very limited.
Some of my boxes went into five neigh-
boring states.” It is clear that E.C.
Fory is another “Mr. Bluebird” in the

Louisiana environs. May ine memories
of all he has done for our panner bird
keep him good company now that his
activities have been curtailed. | know
that such work is always an inspira-
tion to me and to others as we seek
to continue that tradition of good
stewardship of our natural world.

Yes, the diversity of bird and plant
life on the planet is but a reflection of
the diversity in human life we encount-
er. It has been my privilege to meet a
wonderful array of the latter, either in
person as on that stupendous western
trip or through the bluebird mail, as
partially recounted here. | reflect with
awe on the greatness of our Creator
Who plants in human minds thoughts
such as these from Paul M. Starnes,
Newman, GA: “I am now very inter-
ested in...the bluebird and have been
for several years, at least since | got in
three score and ten here on this beau-
tiful earth God provided for us to live
out our lives.” Can we do other than
take good care of that beautiful earth,
and of its threatened inhabitants,
among which is the bluebird? E

(Meeting Report—continued Irom page 151)

that those present should not rush out
and try the 1 5/8 inch entrance hole
without realizing that, where starlings
are present, all such nestboxes can be
usurped by those bluebird enemies.

“Bluebirds and Mistietoe,” a pres-
entation by Dr. Donald M. Knutson,
described the grafting of this favored
bluebird winter food onto host trees.
The material for the article was devel-
oped by Jack Finch, Bailey, North Car-
olina; Dr. Angeline S. Cromack, Cor-
vallis, Oregon; and Dr. Knutson himself
who is Plant Pathologist in the Depart-
ment of Biology, Portland State Uni-
versity, Portland, Oregon.

A period of open discussion and
guestions followed and the session
concluded at 5:30 p.m.

Following the banquet, Dr. Law-
rence Zeleny gave a “History of Blue-
bird Conservation Research.” Upcom-
ing field trips were discussed. “The
Columbia River Gorge: Who Is Watch-
ing?”’ was a slide presentation given by
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Nancy Russell of the Friends of the Co-
lumbia River Gorge to close the even-
ing program,

On Saturday several field trips
were conducted. Some people visited
the Portland Audubon Society Blue-
bird Trail where nesting Western Blue-
birds, Violet-green Swallows and Tree
Swallows were observed. Others chose
to visit the Anton Koch 250 acre farm
where they observed the more than 500
bluebird and swallow wire-suspended
boxes along with mud-cement-vermi-
culite artificial Cliff and Barn Swallow
nests. A trip to Sauvie Island, an area
of mudflats, ponds and marshes and
one of the west's best birding spots
yielded many species. On Monday
morning the Columbia River Gorge bus
tour carried some bluebirders on a tour
of the region.

As the Western Regional Meeting
drew to a close, there was an inescap-
able feeling that horizons for the blue-
bird seem bright indeed with so many
human friends coming to its assis-
tance. ]

Sialia, Autumn 1983
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Don't discard back issues of Sialial
I1f, for any reason, you cannot keep past
copies of the bluebird journal return
them and claim a tax deduction of
£2.50 for each.

Many new members desire complete:
sets of back issues which we are:
unable to supply. Copies of Volume,
1:1,2 and Volume 3:2 are particulariy-
needed. Mail back issues to head-
quarters:

North American Bluebird Society

Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295
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KEEPING

DEAR READER:

MY MATE AND T AND BROOD OF TURE &~
NEST IN A FENCE POST CAVITY

A FAVORED PLACK TO TEND A HATCH-
PROTECTED BY A THISTLE BATCW~

OF STINGING SPINES SO AWFUL. THAT
WE DO NOT FEAR THE ‘COON OR CAT.

BUT NOW AND THEN WE VIEW WiTH PAIN
THE RAVAGE OF A SLANTING RAIN P
AND THOUGH 1T ISNT ORTHODOX
WE CRAVE TO OWN A BLUEBI\RD BOX !
OF COURSE WE KNOW FOR THAT EFFECT
WE'D NEED A- HUMANE ARCHITECT .
COULD KE BE YOUL 7
—® YOURS TRuLy,BLUE-

s T METELMA'/

ART CREDITS
Jon E. Boone: 122, 152. Moth).
Suzanne Pennell Turner: 136, 154, Howard Youth: 146.
159 Common Milkweed. Drawings which are not at-
Richard L. Woodward: 137, 138, tributed are copyright-free art,
140, 144 Woolly Bear (Isabella not original to this journal.

160 Sialia, Autumn 1983






Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50. Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295




