


Western Regional Meeting Report
Mary D. Janetatos

The first Western Regional Meet­
ing of the North American Bluebird So­
ciety was held at Lewis and Clark
College, Portland, Oregon, June 17-20,
1983. There were approximately 96 per­
sons attending from ten states and
three provinces: California, Idaho,
Maryland, Minneso ta, Montana, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Oregon , Utah,
Washington, Alberta, Brit ish Columbia,
and Ma nitoba.

Portland Audubon Soc iety memo
bers began to register part ic ipants on
Frida.y evening, June 17. Regist rat ion
continu ed Sat urday morning . Bet ty
Ferguson had coordinated regis t ration
activities and chai red the organiza­
tion of this convention wh ich was held
at th e Templeton College Center. The
welc ome was give n by Bi ll Lowrie ,
President of Port land Audubon So­
cie ty, th e off icial host. Justine Pres­
cott 's moving invocat ion followed.

The f irst presentation was by
Hubert Prescott ent it led "E xperiments
in Close-spacing of Bluebird Nest­
boxes to Prevent Swallow Usurpation."
A lifelong bluebirder, Mr . Prescott
made reference to the manner in which
he had become ext remely involved in
bluebird conservation. That was
through Lawren ce Zeleny 's blueb ird
column in the former Purple Martin
News (now Nature Society News). His
talk detailed the spacing of nesting
boxes to accommodate both Violet­
green and Tree Sw allow s while, at the
same time, provid ing nesting sites for
Western Bluebirds.

Dr. James A. Mac Mahon of Utah
State Uni versity, Logan, Utah , spoke
on " Mt. S1. Helens: The Re-establish­
ment of the Avifauna." Mountain Blue ­
birds were among those birds, ani­
mals and plants which made a rapid
comeback after the mass ive eruption
in May of 1981. At the outer rad ius
where trees had been damaged but not
knocked down, cavities resulte d which
woodpeckers and blueb irds soon oc­
cupied. The animal and insect popula­
t ions in that rad ius which were able to

seek shelter underground were pro­
tected from the lava; therefore , there
was an insect population to provide
food for the birds once they ret urned.
The speaker said his theories had been
proven half right and half wrong. He
spoke of the exh ilarati on of being able
to exam ine such a marvelous phen om­
enon so soon after it had happened.

The beginning bluebirders could
identify with the next speaker, Anna L.
Robe rts , of the Wil liam Lake Field Na­
turalists Club of William Lake , British
Columbia . In her talk entitled, "A
Mountain Bluebird Nestbox Proje ct at
52 North ," she described the misg iv­
ings experienced by one just start ing
on the adventure of monitoring blue ­
bird nest boxes.

" High Desert Bluebirds " was the
topi c presented by Alfred Perry of
Boise, Idaho. He and Mrs. Perry began
bluebirding by first observing the birds
and then trying to duplicate what
seemed like their nest ing preferences
in nature. Thus an early Perry bluebird
trail co nsisted of a series of nestboxes
mounted more than ten feet high on
trees. This seemed logical sin ce that
was where the bluebirds were seen
nesting in natural cavities. Later these
were mo ved to lower heights for eas ­
ier monitoring. Mr. Perry endorses one
controversia I idea. The size of his nest­
box hole is 1 5/8 inches. He maintains
that this larger diameter is needed by
what he claims are larger Mountain
Bluebirds. Starlings seem to be abse nt
from his trail which is fortunat e be­
cause a 1 5/8 inch ho le would allow
th eir predation, if present.

The last speaker of the morn ing
was Bill Haight whose topic was "O re­
gon 's Nongame Wild life Management
Program." As No ngame Coord inator of
the Oregon Departmen t of Fish and
Wild l ife in Port land, Mr. Haight des­
c ribed the eff orts to coll ect dona ti ons
fr om taxpayers fo r use in benef it ing
non-hunted wi ldlife. Thi s is do ne by
means of a ch eck-ott box on th e state



inc ome tax fo rm wh ic h provides for a
donation from eith er a ta x refund or a
payment Inc luded with owed taxes. In
Oregon, as in a number of other states,
some of t he money collected is used in
establish ing wo rkshops where blue­
bird co nservation is taught. Bluebird
t rails are set up and mo nitored. This
is a most heartening development for
bluebi rds and other nat ive cavity nest­
ing bi rds. Twenty-two states now have
this legisl at ion.

Following lunch Art Aylesworth of
Ronan, Montana, outlined " Results
Using Larger Box Openings and Pair­
ing Boxes to Avoid Tree Swallow Com­
pet iti on." Mr. Aylesworth recommends
using a 1 9/16 inch hole for Mountain
Bluebirds. He also showed his own
met hod for attaching nestboxes to
power line poles by using the seam­
stress ' aid , Velcro® , on the box and on
the pole, then reinforcing it with tape
around the whole thing.

The pace shifted from bluebirds
as the next speaker's topic was "The
Spotted Owl in the Pacific Northwest. "
Dr. Eric Forsman, wildlife biologist
with the Oregon Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit of Corvallis , Oregon,
detailed his efforts in the Douglas Fir
forests with the threatened Spotted
Owl . The habits of this OWl, whi ch is a
c lose relative of the Barred Owl , bring
it into direct conflict with lum bering
activit ies posing another confrontat ion
bet ween human and wildlife interests.

A lively talk prepared and presented
by Al f red G. Larson , Boise Audubon
Chapter President, described "An
Idaho Bluebi rd Trail. "

The next item on the afternoon
program was the " North American
Bluebird Soc iety Awards. " NABS' Pres­
ide nt Anne Sturm, of Barnesville, Mary­
land, presented the awards. She was
assisted by Norah Lane of Brandon,
Manitoba, and Lawrence Zeleny of Unl­
versit y Park, Maryland.

The John and Norah Lane
Award-

Lorne Scott (ac cepted by Bryan
Shantz)
Hubert W. Prescott
Dun can Mackintosh

The Lawrence Zeleny Award­
Mountain Bluebird Trails

After the awards were mad e Mary
Janetatos, Execu tive Director of
NABS, was introduced. She ackn owl­
edged the hel p of the many volunteers
who assi st her in the day-to-day activ­
ities of t he Society. Introduced were
Chuck Dupree, Treasurer; Anne Sturm,
President; Marty Chestem, Vice Presi­
dent; Larry Zeleny, Founder; Frances
Ehlers, faithful volunteer; and the
youngest member of the Maryland
group, Jon K. Boone, the 12-year-old
son of Sial/a 's Founding Editor.

Following the coffee break, Rusty
Scalf of Pullman, Washington, des­
cribed " Habitat Util ization of Western
and Mountain Bluebirds in the Vicinit y
of Pullman, Washington. " Where ver
man lives with his an imals the blue­
bird thrives because of the short-crass
habitat whi ch is created.

" Breeding Suc cess and Nest Site
Character isti cs of the Western Blue­
bird on Parrett Mountain, Oregon" was
the title of Marcia Sims' interesting
presentation . She is wi th the Depart­
ment of Biology, Portland State Unl­
versity in Portland, Oregon. A sc hed·
uled field trip visited her trail.

Next followed "Those Am azing
Bickleton Bluebird Houses: Is It the
Door , the Floor or the Sky-Blue Roof?"
Though the material was compiled by
Jess and Elva Br inkerhoff, the slide
talk was presented by thei r daughter,
Virgini a Sweetland, of Richland, Wash­
ington. The Brinkerhoffs have for many
years been using their own nestbox de·
sign with phenomenal success . It
might be said to resemble a standard
NABS nestbox set on its side with a
pit ched roof runni ng the length of the
box and a 1 5/8 inch entrance hole .
The body of the box is painted white
and the roof is bright blue. They have
had 100 percent occupancy of these
unique houses and their slides told the
tale. Narrator Sweetland saluted the
outstanding work of her bluebirding
parents.

Following the Brinkerhoff Trail
presentation , Larry Zeleny (NABS '
Founder) spoke in praise of the Br ink­
erhoff's work. He cautioned , however,

(Conti nued on page 156)



BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

5/A LIA we lcomes rhf' co rresp ondence
o f rts membership Blueb ird Express
shou ld becom e a fo rum fo r all who are
Inte rest ed In comm uruceu ng their Ideas
and ac tions concernrng blueb"d censer­
vatron. We wil l attempt to oublisb a w ide
range of views In a tespons ib le manner
Keep your le tters coromg !

Dear Editor:
The Western Regio nal Conference

in Port land , Oregon , was wit hin 500
miles of our home so it gave us a
chan ce to attend and see what the
Nor th American Bluebird Society was
all about.

We met a group of the most amiable
and knowledgeable bl uebi rd people
imaginable and had a wonderful time.
Our dedicat ed officers of the Society
are j ust th at and work endlessly for the
betterment of the organization.

We urge all of you to watch for a
conference near you and to attend, if
at all possib le. You will have a pleasant
surp rise when you meet those you con­
sidered to be just names in Sia lia's
li st of the ones who " get it done ," the
really dedicated.

And don't be like me and blow your
horn over a mere 335 boxes. I met peo­
ple who put out that many on just a
hope and have thous ands of active
boxes besides . But they st i II praised
our efforts and bel itt led no one-a
very sp lendid group_Their think ing is
tha t every single box counts.

AI Perry
Boise , Idah o

Dear Editor:
In the Winter 1983 issue of Sialia , a

writer asked if anyone knew of a
grease that could be used on outs ide
application s on bluebird boxes that
would not form a cru st for long periods
of time in order to det er f ire ant s. We
do not have a problem with fire ants
in Pennsylvania, but I may know of a
grease that would be useful.

The grea se I have in mind is a ma­
rine anti-corrosion grease, which is
readil y available at any marina. This
grease, based on my own experience ,
is thi cker than STP, but very stable
over long periods of exterior exposure .
I bel ieve it would def initely be worth
the t ime to try this marine anti- cor ro­
sion grea se.

Daryl Lang
Monroeville, Penns ylvania

Dear Editor:
On March 19 in the late aft ernoon I

saw four bluebirds close to a box. One
flew off and left; I then noticed two of
the birds f lai ling aro und. It was two
females evidently compet ing for the
male. They fought on the ground for at
feast 20 minutes. I could see them very
well. The male would fly from our sma ll
barn roof to the roof of the bluebi rd
house. Back and forth. Then he would
fly to the ground as if to break up the
fight. Finally, I decided to put a stop to
it as I was afra id one would ki ll the
other. I wa lked from the house to with­
in three feet of the fi ght ing birds. They
had flopped around in such earnest
they had not heard me.

They then flew behind the barn to
cont inue as I cou ld hear lots of agi­
tated chirps. The mal e sta yed close by
all the while. Later that evening I saw
just a pair-the obvi ous winner with
her mate .

I was not aware that the females
wouId f ight.

Mrs. Myers Kelley
Connellsville, Pennsylvania



Dear Mrs. Kelley:
Fighting female bluebirds have been

observed of ten. Dr. Zeleny co mmends
you fo r your carefu l observation. He
says you have described the sequence
almos t exac tly as he has seen it .

Dea r Edit or:
I have repeated ly seen bluebirds

which we re perched on high tens ion
wires f ly down into low grass to snatch
an insec t and fr equ entl y have heard
songs of bl uebi rds in low level fli ght. I
reaso ned that these birds , even dur­
ing mi gra tion, might be visually
sear ching for a nesting s i te an d be as
easi ly capable of seei ng a 1'1z inch
hole as the y are o f see ing an insec t.

Once a pers on has invested the time
and expense to estab lish a trail it
seems a shame to have a box go un­
di scov ered because a bluebird flies
pas t the side of a bo x which does not
exh ibit a hole, indi cating a nest site.

Subsequentl y, I have pa inted false
ho les on the tw o remaining exposed
s ides of the boxes , thus tr ipl ing the
likeli ho od of discovery .

A preliminary examina tion of some
of my 65 boxes indi cates an impressive
increase in occu pancy , some within a
day of ins ta l lat ion. If th is is a new co n­
cept, then I am eager to sh are this
" mult i-at t rac tor" idea with bluebird
love rs ever ywhere.

Scott Hess
York, Penns ylvania

Dear Scot t Hess:
What an intrigu ing idea' Simple,

cheap-and i t may be effect ive. If any
readers qive i t a try , we 'd like to know
the results. Proof of I ts value, of
co urse, would require a series of bo xes
with pa inted holes along with a con ­
tro l grou p of normal boxes .

Dear Editor:
Earl y in April wh il e I was inspect­

ing my bluebird hous es, I found one
nes t contai ning f ive eggs. The next da y
we had a snowfall of six inches
followed by three addit ion al days of be­
low freeZing weat her. I felt tha t this
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clutc h of eggs was doomed . I also fe lt
that it was only a matter of t im e be­
fore th e female bluebird would be
forced to desert th e eggs in search of
food. I suddenl y rememb ered one win ­
te r obse rving bluebirds feed ing on
sumac berr ies and I has tened to fi nd
some. I placed several branches of the
berries wi thin ten feet of the box an d
the next day obs erved th e male blue­
bi rd feeding on them.

Two weeks lat er, w i th mixed emo­
tio ns, I de cide d to inspec t the box, ex­
pec t ing the worst . I ra ised the co ver
and, 10 and be ho ld, f ive tiny b luebi rds
occupied the nest. How the female
bluebird ac com plished this task under
su ch adverse wea ther co nd it io ns wa s
nothing sh ort of a miracle. I like to
think the sumac berries helped a little
b it , to o.

Thom as Passamonte
Mt. Morris, New York

Dear Mr. Passam onte:
It is hard to overemphasize the im­

portance of berry-producing plants fo r
late winter and early sp ring bluebird
food. Not on ly should efforts be made
to ret ain nat ive plants on public land
such as hollies , dogwoods, sumacs
and viburnums, but serious con side ra­
tion should be given by home owne rs
to plant ing or pre serving the se valu ­
able species on their own land. Karen
Bla ckburn 's " Plantings" ar tic les in
each issue of Sialia offer sugges tions
of species that are par ticularly useful.

Dea r Editor:
One t ime I rea d an arti c le in Sial ia

about the f rust rat ion of waitin g and
watch ing spring aft er spring for b lue­
birds and suddenly when one is ready
to give up, th ere they are!

My husband and I have foug ht the
sp arrows and the elements each
spri ng ho pin g our bl uebirds would ho ld
on to one of our boxes. Our boxes went
up in 1975 so it has been a long wait ,
but at last the b luebirds are nest ing.
We are th ril led ! There ar e fiv e eggs so
we will be prote c t ing th em as much as
their blueb ird parents.

Arre ta Jaran ko
Shenand oah Junct ion, West V irgi nia
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BLUEBIRD TALES
Mary D. J aneta tos

Bluebirding, both backyard and
trai I varieties, recovered from a slow
start due to a cold, wet spring. The
bluebirds in my yard raised a brood of
one, a female, who seemed to be self­
centered as well as precocious (she
fledged at an early 15 days). At this
mid -July writ ing, a second brood of
three is ma turing. Does " Big Sis " help
in feeding the second brood as is often
reported in the literature? No! She
perches her ample self on top of the
nestbox and , with mouth gaping wide
open, tries to finag le food from her
hard-working pare nts. They give her
short shri ft , even rushing her off the
top of the nestbox, " Go get your own ,
can't you see we 're busy?" I'm sorely
tempted to go out and buy some meal­
wor ms; maybe then I'd see more of the
w hole gang later after brood number
two fledges. Perhaps I, too, shall at­
tempt a bluebird feeder....

Speaking of bluebird feeders
brings to mind our wonderful western
trip to the NABS Western Regional
Meeting in Portland , Oregon. Our first
stop after arrival was at Kermit and
Angie Cromack's home where we
viewed Western Bluebirds coming to
their feeder for mealworrns. As Larry
Zeleny, Marty Chestem, Gay Duncan,
Chuck Dupree, Jon Boone, Frances
Ehlers and I watched (together with
Matthew and Kevin Cromack and their
pare nts) Rufous Hummingbirds , Black­
headed Grosbeaks, and Western Blue­
birds passed through the cleverly set
up feeder system.

Once we'd seen the bluebirds we
set off for new birding thril ls under
Kermit's guidance. That day we added
to our list the Acorn Woodpecker,
Golden-crowned Sparrow , Hermit
Warbler, and a mast astounding fam­
ily of Spotted Owls. The owls had been
" cornered" for us by Dr. Eric Forsman
who had befriended them earl ier in the
seas on. The setti ng and performance
were breathtak ing . We were led into a
gree n cavernous forest by Eric, wh o
seemed to have made a deal with Papa

Owl. For a choice dead mouse which
was placed on Eric 's shoulder, Papa
Owl would give his deep hooty ca ll,
harvest the mouse, bring it dutifully to
Mama Owl who scrutinized it carefully,
sque aked her comments and tr ied to
feed it to Owl , Jr. The young owl didn 't
seem interested or hungry , but just sat ,
inscrutable in his tuzzrness , accepting
the attention , but not the mouse. Be­
fore we left this enchanting scene , we
absorbed the COOl , moist surroundings
rich in fern and moss below and wood
warblers overhead. Eventuall y, the
young owl ate some of the mouse.
What a memory!

There were man y more memories
gathered from that trip: the Calliope
Hummingbird flashing his neon throat
to a spellbound group of watchers ;
Tufted Puffins swooping between
snowflakes , a Harlequin Duck lurk ing
in nearby waters; Washington State
yielding California Quail ; a Dipper liv­
ing close to the heart-stoppi nq Mult­
nomah Falls-and everywhere the
sweeping magnificence of the
" Mounts " : Mount Hood, Mount Adams,
Mount S1. Helens.

At the meeting it was wonderful
to meet the blue birders, veteran as well
as novice, and to renew acq uain­
tances: Hubert (who was batt ling a
case of laryngit is) and Justine Pres­
cott, Earl Gillis , who now assists Hu­
bert in trail work, and Cliff and Chere



Periera (new bluebirder Birch Prescott
arr ived July 29 at 8 pounds). Also on
hand were Elsie and Merlin Eltzroth,
Alice Butler, Mike and Kathy Uhtoff ,
and othe rs from th e Port land Audubon
Soci et y who had ca ref ul ly c raft ed th e
wonderful four day event und er th e ex­
pert chairmansh ip of Betty Ferguson .

Iris Fournier very kindl y spok e of
reading this column with enjoyment .
(It 's so nice to get that kind of feed­
back.) Jess and Elva Brinkerhoff , of
Richland, Washingto n, we re th ere
accompanied by their daug hter. Virgin­
ia, and son-in-law Russ Sweetland.
From Idah o came Mary and AI Perry,
from Montana Art and Vivian Ayles­
worth. You might cal l the se th e folks
with th e BIG Mountain Blu ebirds (they
all advocate that th e blu ebird nestbox
and ent rance hol e should be larger
than th at recommend ed by th e So­
c iety). They certa inly have the ki nd of
success to back up th eir c la ims - 100
percent bluebird occ upancy . Del ightful
reunio ns took place with th e Canad­
ians: Norah Lane from Man it oba along
with Hazel Patmore and her si ste r
Clara as well as Bryan and Haze l
Shant z and Duncan Mackintosh f rom
Alberta. Preliminary plans were made
for the future NABS Annual Meeting
to be held in Red Deer, Al berta , dur­
ing the summe r of 1985.

On my return fli gh t I refl ect ed that
I had been able to see all three bluebird
spec ies in one month. The East ern
Blu ebird nestin g in my Silver Spr ing,
MD, bac kyard , the West ern Blu ebird in
Oregon , and the Mountain Blu ebird on
my ow n fin ale to the t rip. That was
when I vis ited my s ist er's family: John
and Marty Nelson, Tia , Patti , Christi
and Diana in Grea t Fa lls, Montana.
There, through the hospital it y of the
Nelson s and of Tom and Pat Matsko,
Great Fall s blu ebirder s, I saw the
Mounta in Blu ebird s nest ing in August a
and Wolf Creek.

On reachin g home and rout ine
aga in I di scovered th at th e backyard
blu eb irds had produced fo ur eggs in a
sec ond nestin g. This delightfu l news
c ulmi nate d in t he hatching of thr ee
youn g whi ch I have si nce banded,
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In sett l ing down to read th e mai l,
some of the letters inc luded these
items : Suzanne Peters of El izabeth·
town , KY: " Our Girl Sco ut Troop made
12 blu ebird nestboxes. We had a lot of
fun and a good feeling. We have pro­
tect ed and improved th e wo rld around
us. Thank you for all the inf ormati on
on co ns truct io n and mount ing of th e
boxes." From Palm Bay, FL, Mike Rice
tell s us that he moved his residen ce
from southern Maryl and where a blue­
bir d famil y nest ed 15 feet fro m his
hou se. " It was ext reme ly reward ing to
wa tc h them and know th at I had a
small part in help ing th eir spec ies to
survive ....Now tha t I am tr ansplanted to
Flor ida, I wo uld li ke some inf ormati on
about how I may join the NABS so tha t
I may contin ue to help th em," Mrs.
Larry Goad report s tha t " the blu ebird
is very spec ia l in Elli svill e, MO. It is
th e c ity bi rd as it ap pears on all off ic­
ial stat ionery , ca rst ic kers and our larq­
est c ity park is Bluebird Park. As a
member of th e Park Board, I can te ll
you that we are all very anxious to help
in keeping our birds."

One reque st for our in formati on
ca me fr om Bloomington , IN, and
asked, " Would you kindly send me the
inform at ion in a plain envelope with out
you r Soci et y's name on it? For once I
wo uld like to surprise my husband and
f riends w it h origina l present s...." It
looks lik e Junius Birchard's and Tedd
Gutzke' s nort hern New Jersey ef fo rts
are having reinf orcem ent s co me from
mid-Jersey; Bienvenito Mardones of
Cra nberry, NJ, reports that he is a
member of Owl Haven Nature Sanc ­
tua ry (NJ Audubon Soci ety), locat ed on
Monm outh Battlefi eld Sta te Park in
Tennent , NJ. " Two years ago we put 16
boxes through out a sec tion of the park
...only a chic kad ee, wren and sparrow
both ered with them. No bl uebi rds were
seen....Thi s sp ring two males were
si ghted near so me of th e boxes lat e in
Mar ch. They have not been see n
since ." But , I'm willi ng to bet tha t early
next spring Mr. Mard on es will have
blu ebird s nesting at Monm outh . Thi s
national battlefi eld w i ll then join Antie ­
tam , MD, whe re NABS' Recording
Secretary, Mark Raabe , and his w ife
Jean have an ex tensive tr ail.

155



From Tucson , AZ , Eugenia and
Jim Gates relate the fol lowing: "We
wer e in the Catalinas [at] about 8,000
feet observing Coue 's Flyca tchers
when suddenly two Mountai n Blue­
birds had a scrap about nesting terri­
tory. They were beautiful in the sun­
shine! The tree life up there is Ponder­
osa Pine. We know of a (Mountain)
bluebird nest in a Ponderosa Pine in
the area. "

E.C. Fory of Sh reveport, LA, re­
po rts that " Last year (1982) I built,
acc ording to NABS ' specifi cati ons , 85
top-opening nestboxes with 1'/2 inch
openings (I not ice in current Sia /ia one
builder uses 1 3/4 inch opening whi ch
will all ow the starling to enter). These
nestboxes were given to friends who
promised to monitor and protect them
from predators. Many have given me
ent hus iastic reports of bluebirds us ing
them. My health failed at Christmas­
time and since that time-at 89 years
-my activit ies have been very limited.
Some of my boxes went into five neigh­
boring states." It is clea r that E.C.
Fory is another "Mr. Bluebird " in the

(Meet ing Aeporl-continued from page 151)

that those present should not rush out
and tr y th e 1 5/8 inch entrance hole
without realizing that, where starl ings
are present, all such nestboxes can be
usurped by those bluebird enemies.

" Bluebirds and Mistletoe," a pres­
entation by Dr. Donald M. Knutson,
described the grafting of this favored
bluebird winter food onto host trees.
The material for the article was devel­
oped by Ja ck Fin ch , Bailey, North Car­
olina; Dr. Angeline S. Cromack, Cor­
vallis , Oregon; and Dr. Knutson himself
who is Plant Pathologist in the Depart·
ment of Biology, Portland State Uni ­
versity, Portl and, Oregon.

A per iod of open dis cu ssion and
quest ions fo ll owed and the session
conc luded at 5:30 p.m.

Following th e banquet, Dr. Law ­
rence Zeleny gave a " Hist ory of Blu e­
bird Con servati on Research. " Upcom­
ing field trips were discussed. " The
Columbia River Gorge: Who Is Watch­
ing?" was a s lide presentation given by
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Louisiana environs. May l il e memories
of all he has done for our banner bird
keep him good company now that his
activities have been curtailed . I know
that such work is always an insplra­
tion to me and to others as we seek
to cont inue that tradition of good
stewardship of our natural world .

Yes, the diversity of bird and plant
life on the planet is but a reflection of
the diversity in human life we encourit­
er. It has been my privilege to meet a
wonderful array of the lat ter, either in
person as on that stupend ous western
trip or through the bluebird mail , as
partially recounted here . I reflect w ith
awe on the greatness of our Crea tor
Who plants in human minds th oughts
such as these f rom Paul M. Starnes ,
Newman, GA " I am now very inter­
ested in...the bluebird and have been
for several years, at leas t since I got in
three score and ten here on this beau ­
t iful earth God provided for us to live
out our lives. " Can we do other than
take good care of that beautiful earth,
and of its threatened inhabitants,
among which is the bluebird? •

Nancy Russell of the Friends of the Co­
lumbia River Gorge to close the even·
ing program.

On Saturday several field trips
were conducted . Some people visited
the Port land Audubon Society Blue­
bird Trail where nesting Western Blue­
birds , Violet-green Swallows and Tree
Swallows were observed . Others chose
to visit the Anton Koch 250 acre farm
where they observed the more than 500
bluebird and swallow wire-suspended
boxes along with mud-cernen t-vermi ­
cul ite art ificial Cliff and Barn Swallow
nests . A t rip to Sauvie Islan d, an area
of mudfla ts, ponds and marshes and
one of the west 's best bird ing spots
yielded ma ny spec ies. On Monda y
morning t he Columbia Rive r Gorg e bus
tour carried some blu ebirders on a tour
of the regio n.

As t he Western Reg iona l Meeting
drew to a c lose, there was an inescap­
abl e feeling that horizons for th e blue­
bird seem bri ght indeed w ith so many
human friends coming to its assis­
tance. •
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