








chi ll ing of the eggs ; but on hot sunny
days she seems to know that t he eggs
wil l stay warm for some t ime without
her att ention, so she may leave them
for periods of an hour or mor e.
Bio logists tell us that thi s diff erence in
brood ing behavio r on co ld and warm
days is due simply to instin ct ive reac­
ti ons to dif ferences in tempera ture.

Dur in g t he in cubation period
bl uebirds and most othe r bi rds will turn
and rearrange th eir eggs in t he nest
rath er frequently. This serves to main ­
tain an even temperature amo ng all the
eggs in the nest ; i t also prevents em­
bryon ic memb ranes from adh ering to
th e shell s.

Blu ebird eggs nor mall y hat ch
afte r 13 or 14 day s of incubati on. From
my own observat ions of the Eastern
Blu ebird, mostl y in Maryla nd and
Virginia, it seems that the incubat ion
period for the first brood of the season
is usually 14 days and for the second
and third broods it is usuall y 13 days.
The warmer weather during the periods
whe n the later broods are raised pro­
bab ly resul ts in a slightl y shorter in­
cubat ion perioc . In one ins tance a
cl utch of eggs on my bluebi rd t rail hat­
ched in 12 day s du ring very warm
weather. There are a number of authen­
tic repo rts of bluebird incubat ion t imes
in excess of 14 days, most of these oc­
curring in the colder parts of the coun­
try. A most unusual instance was
reported by B.C. Pinkows ki in the
Jan -Feb. 1974 ed it ion of Inland Bird
Banding News. He mad e careful and
frequent obse rvat ions of an East ern
Blu ebi rd' s nest in Michi gan in which
the f irst of six eggs did not hatch until
the twe ntieth day of incubat ion , and
the last egg hatc hed on th e twenty-f irst
day. Dur ing th e inc ubation period the
weather was unusual ly co ld, often

below freezing, and the fem ale ap­
peared to be som ewhat negligent in
her duty of keeping the eggs warm. The
combinat ion of the se two unfavor able
fact ors evident ly seriou sly re tarded th e
development of the embryos, yet all six
of the eggs fina lly hat ched .

As the incuba tion pro cess pro­
ceeds eggs gradually lose weight
th rough losses of water vapor and
gas eous waste products which escape
through the shel ls . One published
report showed an average loss of 12.6
perce nt in the wei ght of 24 Eas tern
Bluebird eggs dur ing the 13 day in­
cubat ion peri od.

Short ly before hatching th e ma tur­
ing embryo develops a short but stout
" egg·tooth" on the upper ma ndibl e of
it s bill . At the same t ime it develops a
speci al set of rema rkably str on g
muscles at the back of its neck. These
musc les enabl e the youn g bir d to wi eld
its egg-tooth with suff icient force a
break th rough the shell and to liberate
itsel f gradually by tearing the she ll
apart. The egg-tooth and special hat­
ching muscles are then no longer need­
ed and soon disappear. The hatching
process in t he case of the bluebird reo
quires several hours and somet ime s
the greater part of a day. The parent
bird s offer little or no help in the actual
hatching pro cess, but he mother bird
carries away th e emp ty shell s and
often eats par t of them as a valuab le
ca lcium supplement to her die t. Thu s
the shell s may in part be recyc led to
help build the shells for the next clutch
of eggs. •

Thi s artic le, in a s ligh tly alt ered form,
firs t appeared In the May 29, 1974 edition of
Purple Martin Cap ita l New s (now Nature
Society News) and is reprin ted with permis­
sion.

Multiple-hole Boxes Prove Successful

Lauranc e Sawyer

From time to tim e Sie tie publi shes ar­
ti cles about boxes wh ich vary from Ihe
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" norm." Sometimes accepta nce of a par­
ticular plan merely proves tha i birds are
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highly adaptable. In other cases, changes
in design may prove valuable in thwarting
certain predators, protect ing birds during
adverse weather conditio ns, etc. Many of
these designs merit experimentation by
other bluebirders. If you do try some of the
rnuttiple-nole boxes described by the author
or if you have already experimented with
this type of nest ing box, your resul ts would
be appreciated. Direct your comments to
Tedd Gutzke, Research Committee Chair­
man, P.O. Box 66, Upham, ND 58789.

In the spring of 1982 Laurance Sawyer
erected a log for bluebirds with two en­
trances. Two knots on opposite sides of the
log offe red a chance to try an experiment so
he drilled an entrance hole in each knot.
The birds readily accepted it so a log
with five holes was also tried. The bluebirds
also accepted this model. Sawyer has plans
for erecti ng more multipl e-hole boxes dur­
ing the 1983 breeding season claiming they
are safer for the birds than conventiona l
models and they provide fine cross­
ventilation . A large round top overhangs the
entrance holes. He has writt en his material
through the eyes of two bluebirds: Boy Blue
and his mate, Rusty.

" Well , well , what have we here?"
Boy Blue asked the qu estion more out
of interest in t he unusual phenomenon
than from ignorance.

"I t's a hou se fo r us, Obvious ly, but
it has two ent rances. Never saw one
before," and he fl uttered once more
around the apple tree log on the po le.
" M ight as well have a look. Th is loca­
ti on is al l right at least," and Boy Blue
al ighted to exa mine the interi or.

"Wow, I've never befo re had a
good loo k at t he inte rio r of a house
because my bod y block s the light w hile
I'm in the ent rance . Ni fty, to say the
least. Wonde r w hat Rusty w ill say.

" I've fou nd our home fo r th is season,
Rust y, dear," and Boy Blue did an extra
f li p of ecs tacy. " You've never seen one
li ke it , no r so handy in at leas t one
stra nge way."

The air of mystery prevailed until
t he cou ple landed on the ho use. Boy
Blue, qu ite beside h imse lf w it h
sa tisfac ti on over his unh eard-of-dis­
co very , sli pped inside through the
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eastern ope ning, emerging ins tantly
th rough t he op pos ite doorway.

" Let me try it , B.B." Rust y qui ck ly
disappe ared ins ide to check t he ap­
po intments of the place .

"It 's great. J ust dee p enoug h. A nd
I love tha t i n-and-out feature. It 's still
l ig ht in here w hen you poke yo ur head
thr ou gh a n entr a n c e . T here's
somethi ng else th at I like about it . I've
always bee n sca red to dea t h about
how I co uld ge t out of here if a predator
should sud denl y appear at th e door.
Now, I ca n s l ip out t he ot her door.
Wonderfu l, wo nde rf ul! "

Boy Blue l is tened with delig ht as
Rus ty ca nvassed the adva ntag es of the
great two -ho ler. Wit hin a few days she
had built a nest and la id an egg . A few
days la ter Boy Blue came to the
eas tern door and announced excitedl y,
"You' ll never be lieve what I've Just
seen . I, Boy Blue, have bee n inside a
log house w it h, not two, but fi ve holes.
I went in and out t i ll I got fairly dizzy.
It 's only a short distance down the
driveway near the road pas t our ya rd."

Of course Rust y had to see the
new house, too.

Her eva luatio n was th at it was
nice and roo my wi th plenty of l igh t and
easy esca pe fro m snakes and ca ts .
Before s he co uld once more visi t th e
five -hole mansion , anot her co uple had
take n over bus ily buil d ing a nest.

" Maybe anothe r t im e we ca n try
one like that i f it 's s t i ll aro und," ob·
served Boy Blu e. "Y ou never can tell
w hat t he ma n will put up fo r us to nest
in. I just love our snug little house,
Rusty. It 's especia lly n ice to be able to
see you the re on our nest when I peek
ins ide."

" Yes, yes , B.B., j ust go get me one
of t hose new gree n wo rms like yo u
used to brin g me. " Rusty sett led
carefully on th e nest wh ile Boy Blue,
wel l ab le to take a hi nt , f lew happily off
in quest of the dai nty morsel. •

Bluebird Lane
Route 1
Ringgold , GA 30736

Si alia, Summ er 1983



Our Backyard Bluebirds
John H. Howell

After the success that we had in
1981 with a pair of bluebirds rai sin g
two families in the two bluebird boxes
in ou r backyard , we repaired and re­
painted the boxes over the winter and
set them up again in about the same
locations. The boxes were built to ap­
proximately the dimens ions recom­
mended by the No rth Am eri c an
Bluebird Society. The bottoms of th e
box es were remova ble to make c lean­
ing and painti ng easier. The boxes
were mounted w it h 3/4-inch pipe f loor
flanges bo lted to the oases of the
boxes. Placin g the boxes about 6 fee t
above the ground and awa y from the
trees seemed to work well. We set the
boxes up du ring some warm weather in
the latt er part of February to be sure
that we would have them out in t ime for
the bluebirds' arrival.

Jt wasn 't unti I Easter Sunday (11
April) that we saw the bluebirds che ck­
ing the boxes. After a few days they ap­
peared to have selected the dark green
box and started to carry in nesting
materials. This process was done slow ­
ly and methodi cally. There didn 't seem
to be any hurry in gett ing the nest com·
pleted. Sometimes the birds had so
much nesti ng materi al in the ir bi IIs
that the y couldn't get it through the
box opening and a lot o f it fe ll to the
ground. We couldn 't reall y tell when
the nest buildin g was completed and
the layin g of th e eggs started. The
female didn 't stay in the house for a
lon g time; in fact, it loo ked as if th e
birds might be add ing to the nest as
the eggs were being laid.

Trying to dec ide when incubat ion
started was not easy. Ins tea d of spend­
ing a long tim e on the nest, the female
sat outs ide for ex tend ed peri ods. Dur­
ing t he nest bui lding and inc ubati ng,
th e male often perched on a nearby
branch, apparently to main tain a
wat ch.

In earl y May we noti ced that bo th
bir ds were carry ing food in to th e box. It
was fasc inati ng to watch the bi rds fl y
to the box and enter withou t any
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maneuvering problem s.
Occasionally, the male bluebird

stopped gathering fo od to chase aw ay
squirrels, chipmunks, and starlings
which he apparen t ly considered to be
too c lose to the nest. Although we have
lots of robins in the backyard, we never
saw the blu ebirds bother a rob in. We
watc hed the bluebirds chase away a
House Sparrow that wanted to use the
sec ond nestb ox.

On 27 May we not iced more activi­
ty in the bluebird box. A little head ap­
pea red quite frequently in the opening.
Som et imes th e yo ung bird put only its
head out , and at other t imes it extend­
ed eno ugh of its body for us to see part
of the speckles on it s breast. In the
evening we not iced that th e parents
didn't alw ays take food directl y to the
nest anymore. Once we saw the male
hold a nice, juicy morsel in f ront of the
nestling from t he roo f of th e box. It
looked as if the parents were trying to
get the baby to take its fi rst flig ht by
holding food out in fro nt of it. As t he
youngs ter became more bo ld, it ex­
tended its body fart her out of the box.
We wat ched fo r about a half hour as
th e bird emerged part wa y and
retreated back again. Fin ally, the
yo ung bird rocked back and fort h in th e
opening, and then it took its first fli ght
to a tree about 25 to 30 feet away. It
was thri ll ing to see the little bird ta ke
its in iti al fl ight without any prior pra c­
t ice.

A short ti me later we saw a sec­
ond litt le head in the op ening, but this
nest ling didn't attempt to f ly out that
evening. Meanwh i le, the fi rst f ledg ling
had f lown to a spot near a f lic ker nest
in an oak tre e. The fli cker didn't want
the yo ung bluebird around its nest, and
it s tarted to peck and push the bird
away. The bluebird pa re nts t hen
started to att ack the fl icker like a pair
of pla nes in aerial co mbat. The fli cker
did n't seem to know what was going
on , but it d idn't ta ke long for the young
blu eb ird to find other quarters, and
peace wa s rest ored in the backyard.
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The next morn ing abou t 8 o'clock,
the sec ond nes t li ng started to roc k
back and fo rt h at the entrance hole ,
and then it to ok it s ini tial flig ht. It went
in the same genera l direct ion as th e
first f ledgling and about as far. Ap­
parent ly t here were only tw o of fsprin g
because al l of the fee d ing activ it y at
the box ceased after the second bird
emerged .

Since then , we haven't seen the
babies, but we have occasi onal ly seen

what we th ought were th e parents . The
male came bac k onc e to enjoy th e bird­
bath .

We hope that we may see the
yo ung bluebirds aga in , and , si nce
bl uebirds can rai se more than one
brood per year, we hope that th e
parent s will return and rais e anot her
fam i ly for us to enjoy. •

2105 Weber woo d Dnve
South Charlest on, WV 25303

Students Create Bonnie Bluebird as
Conservation Symbol

Marian Sharp McGrath

What can a grou p of 10-year-old
kids do to further th e cause of the blu e­
bi rd? Well, in Youngsvil le, Pennsy l­
vania, a-class of fourth graders, alon g
with their tea cher, Margaret Wheeler,
c reated Bonn ie Blueb ird, a symbol pro­
moting co ncern for a safe environmen t
and the future of the bluebird.

That was 12 year s ag o.
The idea took fl ight - so we ll, in

fact , that a whole Bo nnie Bluebi rd Pro­
gram inv o lving hundreds of children
and adults has evo lved. In add it ion to
spreading the word about the plig ht of
t he bluebird, the program has resulted
in the creation o f a bluebird trai l at a
local recreation area and the yearly
planting of trees and berry-bearing
shrubs. Bluebirders gave nes t ing box
blueprints to State Repr esentative
John Peterson , wh ich led to over 100
boxes being built , add ing si gnif icantly
to th e number that prog ram part ici­
pants have pla ced th emselves. There is
also a Bonnie Bluebird Parad e, a yea rly
event in Youn gsvi l le for the past ten
years.

Part ic ipat ing in last year's parade
were t he local volunteer fir e depart­
ment , the high sch oo l marching ban d,
loc al dig nitaries, th e charac te rs Wood­
sey Owl and Sm okey Bear, and so me
600 c hi ldren wearing Bo nn ie Bluebird
t-shi rts and dre ssed as trees, f lowers,
bird s, and but te rfl ies. The parade cul­
minated in an aw ards program in a

nearby park, where th e goa ls of the
Bonnie Bluebird Prog ram were ex­
plai ned and aw ard s were given to chi l­
dren who won the essay and poster
contests and to adu Its wh ose ef fort s
had contr ibuted to a bet ter environ­
ment. A keynote speaker from the
Pennsylvan ia Environmenta l Counci l
emphasized the importance of reco c­
nizing the beauty and value of our land,
the proble ms that threaten it, an d how
we ca n protect it. Other d ign itar ies
present inc luded school distri ct per­
sonnel, the Youngsvi lle Mayor, the
Count y Commiss ioner, a State Repre­
sentat ive, a Sta te Fo reste r, and
sp okesm en from the Anima l Rescue
League, th e U.S. Nationa l Forest Serv­
Ice, and the Environmenta l Protection
Agency.

We should all applaud th e people
of Youngs vi lle for providing such a fine
example of wha t can be done at t he
co mmu nity level to help the bluebird.•



Mama and Papa Bluebird , 1982
Katharine M. Braun

Every year since 1974 whe n t hey
f irs t ar riv ed, we have eag erl y

awaited the return of the bluebirds.
We hop ed they would nest in one of
Cha rlie 's fo ur oak logs, or may be in his
late st " litt le green house," as we
named it, bu i lt to NAB S' spe cifications
an d painted sage-gree n. The boxes are
al l loca ted in the front ya rd of our
mountain hom e, nestled in the pines
and oaks of eastern Shas ta County,
Cal ifornia, app rox imately 15 mil es
west of beautiful Mt. Lassen.

The bluebirds have not disap­
pornted us. With th e excepti on of 1979,
th ree or more youn g have been f ledged
each year. And each year we have
nam ed nesting bluebirds " Papa" and
" Mama."

Al th ough we have learned much
abou t blueb irds, there are always sur­
pnses ; 1982 was no excepti on . Aft er
thoroughly exploring fou r of th e boxes,
Papa and Mama chose the " post
house ," a small log Char li e had
holl owed out and nail ed to the top of
the northwest corn er post in th e or­
chard. The box was only 25 yards from
the sp ot where a well was soo n to be
drilled on the property of our new
neighbors. While happy that bl uebirds
had c hosen the box, we were appre­
hens ive about th e success of th ei r pro­
ject. We watc hed wit h interest as
Ma ma busi ly gathered cedar st rips
from bark Charli e had sh redded and
placed on the ground near the " post
hou se." Some of the strips were so
lo ng that sh e had to mak e several at­
tempts (comical to us) to get th em into
th e entr ance hol e. Occas ional ly, she
would ga ther pi ne need les for the nest.

Mama's nest building went on for
several days. Papa occasiona lly
brought her c hoice morsels to eat.
Soon Mama sta rte d lay ing eggs-one
each day. As yet no sign of the wel l
drill er. We dreaded his arrival wond er­
ing whether the birds and their eggs
would survive th e vicious pound ing of
the dri ll into the hard grou nd and the
much harder vo lcanic rock beneath it.
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Viol ent spring storms broug ht
heavy rain , w ind, vivi d lig htn ing and
crashi ng th under fu rthe ring our fe ars
for t he surv ival of th e egg s Mama was
now brood ing.

One day wh i le Mama and Papa
were away from t he nest Charl ie said,
" I'm going to find out wh at' s happen­
ing in th ere." Lift ing th e roof of the log
hou se, he peeked inside. What he saw
greatl y relieved our fears-at least for
th e time bein g: one t iny, newly-hatched
blu ebird and two unbroken eggs.

" But," said Charlie, suddenl y very
serious , " what if Mam a and Papa
abando n them when the pounding
starts?"

" And I wonder if th e litt le ones will
make it if they do stay," I add ed, rue­
ful ly.

" Mack" and hi s well-dril lin g rig ar­
rived while the three nest lings were be­
ing fed from sunrise to sunset. We
braced ourselves fo r the unrelenti ng
" boom-boom," " t hump-thump" of the
drill against hard ground, then against
rock. Our house, which is about 50
yards from the site wh ere the rig was
drilling, shook with each and every
blow rattling doors and windows. We
watched the bluebirds for signs of fear
and possible flight. Mama flew from
the nest atmost immed iately, li t on the
nearby power line, and obs erved the
s ituat ion. Papa stayed close by in a
tree . We watched nervously from
chairs in th e front yard, wondering
what we could do to ensure the nest­
lings ' sur viva l if they were abandoned.
Af ter about two minutes Ma ma and
Papa hurriedly ch ecked the nestlings
and , much to ou r surprise and delight,
went on busily feeding th em wit h in­
sec ts caught c lose to the nest. The
bluebi rds' devotion to duty and famil y
had won.

Mama and Papa kept all pos sible
predators incl udin g chipmunks, squir­
rels, wo od peckers and other birds fro m
app roaching th e nest. They speedily
rout ed a chip munk th at t ried often to
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get water at th e bird fountain. With
t heir wi ngs cl ick ing angrily c lose to
t he body of the lit t le animal, t hey
caused it to f lee, apparent ly in terror.
Their eyes and energies were als o kept
focused on a fami ly of young Doug las'
squi rrels nesting nearby in an old log
cavity. We watched in amusement as
mother squi rrel twi ce nervou sly moved
her fo ur wild ly kicking offs pri ng one at
a tim e, eac h clut ch ed firml y in her
mouth, into other oak logs farther away
f rom th e bluebi rds ' house. Next day
our neighbo r on th e other side in­
formed us that the young squirrels had
been moved into his woodpi le, a much
lon ger and safer distance from th e
blueb irds.

One day Charl ie said, "Did you see
Papa chase th at Blue Jay? " I had to ad­
mit, with sur prise and regret , t hat I
hadn 't.

We lea rned earl y t hat Blue Jays
are a rea l threat to blu ebi rd egg s and
even to the nest li ngs. It was th e first
ti me a bluebird had been seen chasing
a Blue Jay here ! While loud danger sig­
nals we re given and the bluebirds had
seemed fear ful when jays were in t he
vic inity, we had never bef ore seen them
chase one. Perhap s, after the wel l-drill ­
ing experience, Papa fe it he could

Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $5.00 or purchase at $50.00.
The show co nsists of 141 collated
cardboar d-framed 35 mm slid es and a
printed script (no sl ide tra y). If a
cassett e narrati on is desired add $5.00
to the pur chas e price.

The sh ow has been revised recently .
Nineteen slides have been subst it uted
to improve the quality of the show, an
audible sound now signals the speak er
to advance the slide tray, an inaudible
s ignal ad vances the tray when
automatic equ ipment is used, the nar­
rat ion has been slowed , and script let­
teri ng has been enlarged fo r eas ier
reading. There wi ll be no price in crease
for this revised show. Revisi on kit s are
being prepared for past pur chasers of

tack Ie any thing.
Charlie and " Mack" discovered

that Papa apparentl y had becom e im­
mun e to th e presence of the tower­
ing, booming dri l l. Whil e it was in full
operat ion, Papa lit o n t he ground with­
in a few feet of th e tru ck containi ng th e
machine ry, expe rt ly captured an un­
suspect ing " bug," and carried it to hls
hunqry offspring. He seemed co m­
pletely indifferent, they sa id, to th e
noisy rig and it s close proximity to his
nest.

" Mack" and his rig departed upon
his suc cessful com plet ion of the 108­
foot-deep we ll . Life went on muc h more
qu ietl y for the bluebird s- and for us.

When th e you ng bluebirds were
full y fl edged, we wa tched them depart
wit h regret. Our feel ings were mixed
with relie f and gratitude that th ey had
survived their t rying experien ce. A ll I
coul d thin k of was (no pun intended),
" Well done, lit t le blueb irds . God speed
and do co me back next year!" •

Rt. 1, Box 395
Shi ngl et ow n, CA 96088

Mrs. Brau n is th e aut hor of th e book,
Saga of the Bluebird: Poem s and Prose,
which is avail abl e from th e Soc iety .

the show and will be furn ished to them
at no charge .

To rent or pur chase the blue bird
slide show , write to Dick Tuttle, NABS
Educa tion Com mittee, 295 W. Central
Ave., Delaware , OH 43015. •



Backyard Blues

My Backyard Blue an d his regal Queen
The pretti est sig ht th ese eyes have seen .
She sits and suns; he perches an d preen s,
Maje stic hues amid dee p, cool greens.

The gl owing sun warm s the c lear spring ai r,
Blue soaks il up without a care.
"It 's t ime, i t's time," Queen chatt ers to him ,
" To build the nest ; it 's time to begin."

They d ip and fl y 'round the big back lawn ,
Up every mo rn way befo re dawn .
Blue carr ies bits of strawgra ss and string ,
Quee n bu ilds a nest for the royal nelr -Iln qs.

The honeymoon co tt age on the tre e
Now has become a nursery;
Four per tect white eggs th ey wat ch wit h love,
Sharing the pine wit h a Mourning Dove.

Earl y on a June summer mo rning
Fou r bluebi rds busi ly hatching.
So quiet , still Mum wat ches the eggs ,
Blue waits to tidy th e tiny bed.

Blue swoop s and flutters from tree to ground,
His fr iends walt, not making a sound;
Que en twitters and calls Blu e in again,
" Look at you r b luebabies, my da rling ."

"Come, Ja y; hu rry, Rob ; Wren, come and see:
Four sons have I who look like me."
Mum smi les. sp reads her w ings, c los es her eyes,
" Boy, is he in for a bi g surp rlse! "

Blue watc hes them sleep, warm in the nest;
Aft er the y wake from th eir short rest
He brings dinner all in a dither;
Then Queen te ll s him the y are a ll si st ers

Blue f i les away yelli ng to hi s f riends,
He mov es qui ckly f rom limb to limb,
" My babi es aren 't boys , but lovely g ir ls,
Sw eetes t l illie t hin gs in all the wo rld !"

He loves th em and teache s th em to fly,
His four daugh te rs that ma tch th e sky.
Qu een Mum , so happy, helps him o ut , too,
It's blue bo ys next time tor Back yard Blue !

Yvon ne Parks
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIA L!A w e lc om es t he c orr espo ndence
of li S m embers hip B lu eb irct Express
should become a forum ior a l l w ho are
in terested In co m mu n ica t ing the ir Ideas
an d ec uo ns c oncern ing blueb ird censer­
vati on W e will et temot to pu b l ish a wide
ra nge of v.ew s In a respons ib le manner
Ke ep vou t leuers c o ming '

Dear Ed ito r:
Wou ld yo u pl ea s e ex te nd my

apo log ies to the NA BS sta ff fo r not
having writt en to thank th em for a job
WELL DONE! The annua l meeti ng was
the highlight of the 1982 season for me
an d left me ela ted for wee ks (unt i l we
came back to our rai ny Northwest). It
was a deli ghtfu l exper ie nce to meet
w it h so many pos i tiv e people wo rking
toge ther to benef it the blueb ird. So
f ro m coo rd i na to r , moni to r, a nd
" mother hen " of the Corva l l is Trail,
thank you, volunteers an d sta ff , fo r
yo ur dedication and time to furt her a
worth w hi Ie ca use .

Elsie K. Elt zroth
Corva ll is , Oregon

Dear Elsie Eltzroth:
Thanks for your enthusiastic com­

ments abou t the annual mee ting, Its
success could be credited to the ac tive
participa tion of everyon e present and
particularly to the p lanning of Martha
Chestem and Gaye Duncan.

Dear Ed itor:
I have had blueb ird houses on a

fence at th e en ds of fields of corn and
hay fo r seve ra l yea rs. My prob lem wa s
th at raccoon s rai ded t he nest s of Tr ee
Swall ow s and blueb irds.

In my sea rch for a raccoo n-proof
po le, I tr ied some used 1% inc h PVC
(plast ic p lumbers) pipe on six boxes.
That yea r I had no problems with rac­
coon s raid ing th ose houses. Th e next
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year (1981) I pu t a l l my boxes on PVC
pipe .

The last th ree seasons I have had no
proble ms w it h racco on s, mice or squ ir­
re ls . I believe the PVC is a racc oon­
proo f po st. Fo r more informat io n con­
tact me at the ad dress below.

He rbe rt Naef
Route #6

Merr i ll, W iscons in 54452

Dear Herbert Naef:
Thanks fo r letting Sial ia rea ders

know of your success with th is type of
pos t. We'd like to hear from others who
have tried this , Has experien ce wi th
th is moun ting p ost been universa lly
successful in discouraging cl imbing
predators?

Dea r Ed itor:
Here 's you r lau gh for th e day, I am

new to bluebirding and didn' t know
th at b lu eb irds wi l l bui ld on top of a
chic kadee 's nest (and I had never seen
a chickadee's nes t). Can you Imag Ine
how t hril led we we re? Then Stene ar­
rived and I fi nd tha t I am not the f irst to
w it ness such a pleas ure.

Li tt le by littl e I'm learn in g, but it
wo uld sure ly hel p to be cl oser to peo­
p le who know what th ey 'r e doi ng. No
one aro und here knows about the So­
ciety 's work it see ms. We're only 50
mi les fro m TuIsa ; sure ly there's so me­
one knowledgeab le the re in the gro ups
of b ird lovers.

Char lotte Jern Igan
Wagoner, Ok laho ma
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Dear Cherlo tte Jernigan:
You ma y not have kno wn anything

when you s tarted bu t you 're learning
fast-and isn ' t the proc ess fun? You
also do a great jo b showing the NABS'
slid e show in your area. I t won 't be long
before tha t par t of Oklahoma will know
a ll about the p light of the bluebird,
tha nks to yo u.

Dear Editor:
The followi ng was used in grad­

uat ing exerc ises with students in our
Carro ll Co unt y Education Center in the
sp ring of las t year. It was my pri vil ege
to del iver t hat address w hich was built
around th e ins pirat ion deri ved fr om
obs erving the habitat of the blu ebird.

Song of the Bluebird

The song of the robin IS

robu st and st rong,
The song of th e mock ingb ird

is melodious and symphonic ,
Th e son g of th e ca rdinal

is cr isp and clear -
But th e song of t he blu ebird

is Sof t and HAPPY.

Oli n Adams, Jr.
Super intendent, Carro ll Co.

Schools
We stm in ste r, Maryl and

Dear Ed ito r:
I l ive in a ru ral area out side of Rich ­

mo nd, Virg in ia, and study the wi ldli fe
inhabiting the area. I have put up tw o
bluebi rd boxes and last su mme r (1981)
was mo st pleased to not e tha t th ey
were used by them. They are suc h
delight fu l l ittle c reatures and I am glad
to have fou nd an organizat ion, such as
yours, wh ich is int erested in hel ping to
preserve the spe cies.

Sall y Sutherland
Manak in-Sabot , Vi rginia

Dear Sall y Su therland:
We're gl ad tha t you found us - and

tha t b lueb irds found yo u! We 've
printed below two sta nzas of the poem
you sent. Sorry, but space li mitations
prevent our publish ing all the poetry
we rece ive in its entirety.

Vo lum e 5, Number 3

My own heart quick ens as I watch you
soar in flight

To your ho llo wed-ou t log whe re you 're
sa fe in the night.

Man has created monumen ts to
beau ty and power,

But non e so love ly or great as you,
li ttle bird, mid st fi eld and flo wer.

The foll ow ing letter is taken f rom one
wri tte n by a NABS member for " Flower
and Feather," the qu arterly of the
Chattanoo ga Audu bon Society.
The ed itor has kind ly allowed us to reo
pr int it.

Dear Sir s:
I have long co nt ended for some mo re

representati ve bird as our nati onal
avian fi gu re. I agree w ith the tho ug ht
ex pre ssed by Ben Franklin about some
sord id quality in it s nature . I hope t hat
I sha ll not be abused too muc h w hen
naming him " a glorif ied vulture."

For too long we have almost co m­
plete ly ove rlooked the presence of a
trul y representat ive bird as bef itt ing
our nat ional emblem . Not only is he
presently enjo y ing nat ional acc laim as
th e symbo l of happiness and domes ti c
fe lic ity , but he has fro m time immemor­
ial deco ra ed our conti nent with our
nat ional colors- red, white and blue.
As to the ch aracte rist ics wh ich have
made our count ry great, he is not want ­
ing t ere. Far from the imperiou s and
domi neering eag le, he serves as an ex­
ample of industriousness, fidel ity, joy
and love. Nor do th ese iren ic traits de­
ter him from ighti ng to the death as
the pr otecto r of his hom e and loved
one s. Never will he in t rude in the at­
fairs of his neighbors, dist urb ing their
tranquility, but w il l su f fer loss rather
th an molest another's prio r c laim to a
roof-tree.

Wou ld that oursel ves and our c hil­
dren co uld cla im such nobil ity of char­
ac ter. Hai l th e all-Arneric an bluebird as
the most likely to d isplace th e Bald
Eagle as our nat io nal symbo l on t he
grounds o f his ded icat ion to th e above
qua lifying virtues !

Yours for the Bluebi rds,
Laurance D. Sawyer

Rin ggo ld , Georgia
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BLUEBIRD TALES
Mary D, Janetatos

Spring came sl owly; rains pelted
blossoming trees , and the birds did n't know
how to react. In my backyard , only the
Caro lina Chickadees were anxious to nest
in Apr il. In and out of three nestboxes they
came and went. The bluebirds defended
their mainstay box mounted for me by Larry
Zeleny just out side my off ice window. But
Mrs. Bluebird never tried to build , only de­
fend. Sparrow control is practiced here, and
so th e interference by those pests is kept
min im al . A ft er ch ec k i ng the three
nestboxes in my yard, there were two
chickadee nests and no blueb ird nest. So I
cont inued to hope and watch .

No t so with Mrs. R.J. Russell of
Russell Springs, KY, who reports reading an
art ic le in the Louisville Courier. " We've on ly
recent ly put out blue bird houses aft er see­
Ing some at our new home at Cumberl and
Lake, KY. One hour aft er my husband put
one up a male was checking It out and next
morn ing t he male and female were busy
bui lding in it..."

The article in the Courier was one of a
large number of spring articles on blue birds
in various publicat ions. Many person s, in­
cluding Mrs. Ruth Walts, of Georget own,
IN, Bob Miner of Byron Cent er, MI, and
Peggy Metz of Memphis, TN, read a fin e ar­
t ic le in The Mother Earth News. Early
American Life featured "Blueb irds at
Gunsto n Hall ," by NABS member Dennis
Brezina to which Mrs, Van Forb es, of
Stuarts Draft , VA, and Mrs, Ferdinand J.
Snow of Sadd le River, NJ, responded. The
latt er individual found that "The (nestb ox)
plans were very helpfu l to my husband; he
made 22 boxes (enough) for each member
of the (garden) clu b." Lucie De Stepha no of
Ste. Just ine de Newton , Quebec, read of
NABS in The Birdwat chers Companion. The
Roches ter (NY) Democra t and Chronicle
prompted an inquiry from Loretta Robi nson
of Almond, NY, among others. Dick McCu l·
lough, veteran blueb irder of Garnett, KS,
who concentrates his energy in provid ing
habitat for birds, sent a local news paper ar­
ticle featuring his wor k with many kinds of
birds. He has a lso placed blueb ird
nest boxes at Garnett North Lake, along
with Wood Duck boxes . Sound s like Dick
has rea lly taken on the " cavity nester" ap­
proach, as distinct f rom help ing bluebirds
only .

Meade Flinn of Alberta, VA, sent a clip­
pin g about t he Telephone Pionee rs blueb ird
project along South Carolina highways
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where they had aimed to install a tota l ot
556 boxes. Thi s would be in add it ion to the
600 bluebi rd nesting boxe s wh ich had been
instalied by the group in Georg ia. With a
reported 50% use rat e by blu ebirds, things
look prom isi ng. Meade adds, "G ood idea
fo r Virgin ia, als o!,. Mrs. Murray Spitzer of
West Hartf ord, CT, tell s us that she heard of
NABS " t h ro u g h a M rs . Ka t harin e
Braun...and was very fort unate to be given a
copy of her Saga of the Blueb ird" (avai lab le
in our cata log). Other med ia coverage in­
eluded Fran Howe 's TV show originati ng in
Burlin gton, vr.

From Gregory, MI, Joa n 1<' Bunting
writes, " What is life wit hout the blueb ird?
hope we never lose them...1 have ju s t op­
ened a Foster Care Center for youngster
that have had family problems, etc. I woul d
like to interest them in as much nature a
possible ."

NABS member Pauline Kasserman
was feat ured in the Wooster, OH, Daily
Record. But the report on newspaper clip p­
Ings that most delighted me was from Mrs.
Ches ter A. Smith, Sr. of Hidd enite, NJ, who
sai d, "Found your arti cl e in an old Parade
section of the Bergen Evening Record . I had
used it fo r packing when we moved from NJ
to NC. I am intereste d in saving the
blue birds. Please send info rmation." Isn' t it
great to know tha t the printed word just lies
there and waits for you to find it when yo u
need it most! Mrs. Robert Greeve descr ibes
how she pic ked up a copy of our broc hure,
" Where Have All The Bluebi rds Gone" at
the New York State Fair. When she returned
to Florida, she found she had misplaced it,
but " thrill of thrills, I found it today! "

NABS has been the recipient of a very
lovely book Le Retour De L' Oiseau Bleu by
Andre Dian, a talented writer and blueb ird
lover, who lives in St. Plac ide, Quebe c. The
tex t is in French and the beaut iful art
decorating the pages is breathtaking. If any
readers are int erested, the book is ava ilab le
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at Antu-C orre ct -Art 2, Sauve, St. Plac id,
Que bec JOV·2BO. Mr. Dion has a lso begun
a c ons iderable effo rt in pulling nest ing
boxes in eastern Canada.

The work of Duncan Macintos h of Leth­
br idge , ALB , and Art Aylesworth, NABS
Board Member, of Ron an , MT, was detai led
in a lovely article by Art alo ng with Dennis
Flath in the March issue of Montan a
Wild li fe. It featured th e stunning ly beautiful
Mountain Bluebird on the cover.

Junius Birchard of Hac kett sto w n, NJ,
is det erm ined to get th e bluebird st ory on
TV and has written t o the Weather Cable
Cha nne l as well as to the NBC Nightly
News . If he succ eeds, I hope he's prepared
to fly down here and help with th e mail , for
TV cove rage would make the Parade
respo nse seem like a warm-up. Charlotte
Jernigan of Wa gon er , OK, gave me a
chuckle when she sent a photo of her son
Mark who had attended a cos tume part y
dressed as a male bluebird. She says, " That
bit of blue t affe ta is meant to be your sp ark
for the da y." I always enjoy reading th e mail
bec ause it conta ins many " sparks," so
keep it com ing , fo lks (even If I may not
alw ays answer prompt ly !).

Sharon Gi ll, lead er of Coc hranton (PA)
Junior Girl Sco ut Troo p #255 says , " We are
al so making a sc rap book tor Coc hranton
Pub lic Library w ith information and artic les
we have obtai ned from NAB S. And we sent
le t ter s \ 0 nei ghb or in g co unc i ls and
o rna ruzatrons t o Inform the m of our project
a nd need for help fo r the blueb ird. We' re
hoping fo r great success !" Beth Rawcliffe,
Blue Bird leader, who lives In the res ide nt ial
ne ighborhood of Asp en Hil l (a Wa shin gton ,
D.C. subu rb), has dec ided to try th e bl each
bot t le hou ses (mod ified as show n on page
69 of Larry Ze leny's book, The Bluebird).
" Even if ou r gro up effort doesn 't pay off t his
yea r I plan to keep try ing-on e ot th ese
mont hs or yea rs I plan to see a b luebird in
this neig hbo rhoo d !"

Many corresponde nts ask ab o ut
"chapter" ac t ivrty sponsored by NABS In
their area. (See " President ial Poin ts" by
Presi dent Anne Stu rm.) One of these in­
d tvid ua ts was Kenneth Hood, of Des
Moines, Iowa . He w rote recen t ly th at he
was going to move to Idaho so on and wou ld
be work in g wi th .....the professiona ls In the
Birds o f Prey Nat ural Area (Snak e River
co unt ry) and help w ith th e Moun tain
Blueb ird t rail program ."

Ken Angle, of Rohersville, MD, te lls of
monitoring one day w hen he wanted to
check to see if the last egg in th e c lutc h had
hatched. He " reached In and lift ed th e
female bluebird co mple te ly of f her nest and
out 0 1 th e box. To my surp rise th e egg had
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indeed hatched ...w hi le holdi ng the lemale
blu ebird in hand , she reall y looke d me over.
I th en returned her to the nest and rep laced
the top, but bef ore I co uld fasten th e top
down, she came out of the hole and after an
insect . Wh ile st i ll fa st ening the sc rews , the
female blu ebird returned with her ca tc h and
entered the nesting box hole...Af ter several
week s went by, t he female bluebird brought
her fin e young fle dg lings to the birdbath
near our pati o where I was Silt ing. As th e
yo ung blu ebirds drank, she fl ew in on th e
picnic tabl e beside me as if to say thank
you for your hel p and kindness."

Amon g the many spea kers in NABS'
Spea kers Bureau is President , Mrs. Anne
Sturm. Recently sh e spoke to th e Damas­
cus (MD) Family Co mmunity Gard en Club.

Art Reinhardt has not on ly d ist ribu ted
info rmat ion and nestboxes in his area ,
Great Fall s, VA, bu t he has also great ly
assi sted the paperwork lo ad In NABS' cen­
t ra l offi ce . Rece ntl y he d on at ed a
marve lous ly sp acious fi li ng cabinet - more
like a metal ches t of drawer s. Th is went int o
th e Treasurer' s (Chuck Dupree's) offi ce im­
mediately.

Fro m St. Joseph, MO, Jean Marriott
writes, " I have give n the NA BS slid e pro­
gram to vari ous groups here and people are
report ing seei ng more bluebirds . In the fal l
of '81 we saw about 30 in a flock and last
fall we saw abou t 20 togeth er, there near a
wi ldl i fe are a....A p leasurab le " f r inge
benef it .. of having a blu ebird trai l was get­
tin g out in a ll k inds of weather, w ith
bluebi rd I riends, to ch eck the boxes and en­
joying the beauty 01 nature."

To all who give the NABS sl ide pro­
gram: you ca n help us spread the wor d
about t he benef its of membership in the
Soc iety . Af ter your ta lk, ask anyon e who
would li ke a compliment ary back issue of
Sialia to print his nam e and address (in­
c lud ing zip code) on a sheet of paper. Then,
send me the list and I' ll inc lude t heir names
on Sial/a 's next outgoing batc h. I'll bet we'l l
stimu late more to jo in when they can read
Sia/ia for themselves. My bet is conf irmed
by th is q uot e fro m Nancy Pumper of
Webst er, MN: " I have just received a co py
of your Wint er 1980 Sia/la trom a friend & I
love it! Being an avid birder, I mainta in a
blu ebird t raii of 100 houses , adding a few
eac h year...Please send me a (1983)
mem bership farm-and please send me
any outdated is sues of Sia/ ia...1 feel as th o
I've missed so me very exce lle nt bl uebird in­
fo by not know in q about yo ur soci et y !
Please rush! " And so we will "ru sh " NABS
memb ership informat ion to Nan cy. Now if I
coul d only get th at ide a across t o those
b lu eb ir d s in m y back ya rd .. . ! .
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCI ETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work , within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learni ng more about the ecology of humankind.

Membersh ip : Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular. $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting. $50;
Contributing, $100 ; Corporate, $100: Donor. $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295
Silver Spring, MD 20906·0295


