








hoped to see the immature birds of the
first nestin g again; however , they d id
not reappear in th e terr itory more th an
a few days aft er th e youn g of the se­
co nd brood hat ch ed.

I looked out over t he field . It was
now aw ash wi t h th e brilli ance of
goldf inch, mulle in and thi stle. A lice
Grant's gard en was in ful l splendor. It
complemented the blu ebirds rather
well. I mu st remind Ali ce to tell Cli f to
appl y for a building permit. Ther e is a
need for mor e nestin g boxes in
downt own Co lumbia. •

OPERATION BLUEBIRD

Harold C. Bieber

The Adirondack Emp ire Chapter of
th e Telephone Pioneers of Am erica
und ertook "Operatio n Blu ebird " as
its 1982 Environmental Proje ct. The
chapter's bluebird proje ct has as its
ai m the com ple ti on of a t rai l wh ich was
start ed in 1981 by the Dixie Chapter in
Geor gia.

When the fi nal li nk is co mp leted,
f rom Catski ll on t he Hudson River to
the Canadian border near Plat t sburqh,
the Adirondack Empire Chapter will
have placed approx imate ly 600 nestin g
boxes. The t rail will a lso be ext ended
along th e Mohawk River-Barge Canal
as fa r wes t as the Uti ca-Rome area .

Operati on Blu ebird invol ves a
broad spectrum of participants both
wit hin the Pion eer organizat ion and in
the local co mmunit ies as well. In the
Tri -c iti es area (A lbany-Schenectady­
Troy) active Pionee rs, retired life mem­
bers, Future Pioneers, enviro nmental­
ist s, Boy Scout s and Girl Sco uts are
part ici pating . The Governor Clinto n
Counc il, Boy Scouts of America, w ill be
provided 100 bluebird nest ing box kits
whi ch will be const ruc ted at Camp Ro­
tary, their summer camp. The Scouts
wi II th en tak e th ese home and put th em
up for the foll owin g season.

Fun ds for the nesting box ma­
terials were ra ised by selling bum per
stic kers. The sti ck ers have a bluebird,
the Pioneer emblem and the motto:
" We love NY."
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9505 Good Lion Rd.
Col umbi a, MD 21045

Editor's Note : Th e nestlings of th e f ir st
brood we re bande d by Mary Janeta tos on
10 Jun e, 1982. She was ass is ted by Marty
Che ste m, Mar jor ie Moun t jo y, Nan cy
Rich ard son and Elise Seay .

This ar tic le was fir st published In three
port ions in the news letter of th e Howa rd
County Chapter of the Marylan d Or­
ni tho logi cal Societ y d uri ng lat e 1982 and
early 1983. The il lustrat ions acco mpanying
th e art ic le are th e author's .

C,/""U,j,jenca
The Telephone Pioneers of Am er ­

ica was founded in 1911 conferrin g i ts
number one memb ership on Alexa nder
Grah am Bell. The members are em­
ployee s, both active and ret ired, who
have served at least 18 years in the
teleph one inud str y th rou ghout the
United States and Canada. The organ­
izat ion is the lar gest of its ki nd in the
world with a total memb ersh ip of over
500,000. Pioneers are go od neighb or s
who volunteer to work on the special
needs of the communi ty. They repair
" talk ing books" for th e bl ind , make de­
vices to aid th e motion and speech
handicapp ed, sc reen pre-school chil o
dren for evidences of sight or hear in g
defi ci enc ies, teach ski lls to th e re­
tard ed, ent ertain at hospital s and nur s­
ing homes with their clown t roupe s,
hold f ree aut o emission testing, help
create and renovate parks, hold re­
cycli ng drives, and get involved in pro­
ject s like " Operati on Blu ebird" to help
bring back the state bird of New
York. •

Room 329
800 Nor th Pearl
Alb any, NY 12204
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Blueb ird Trail Directory

Bluebi rd t rai l operators with 50 or more nest ing boxes monitored on a regul ar basis over a
per iod o f severa l years have vo lu nteer ed the ir help in ass is ti ng other members eit her by
ar rang ing tou rs or provid ing in for ma t ion Add it iona l nam es will be added in the fut ure .

NABS hop es to bring bluebird conservat ion clo se r to th e individua l me mber by pub lishi ng
this d irect o ry. Sometimes things happen w hic h need a qurck respon se. To many peo ple , the
headqua rters 10 Maryland is a lon g way off. Telephone ca lls are expensive and mall is ti me­
consuming. The d irector y wi ll provide a read y source o f expe rt ass is tance in your own area.
Wh en ca lli ng plea se be co nsi de rate abou t the t ime of day that ca lls are made. No co ll ec t call s
w ill be accepted.

Tours can be arranged on ma ny trai ls for individual s and sma ll grou ps by wnt lng to or tete­
phoning the trail ope ra tor In advance. Nes ting seasons vary , of cou rse, but generally May
thr oug h Augus t are the best mont hs \0 arrange to urs .

The fol low ing 32 trail s are Just a beginn ing. If you have moni tored a trai l of at least 50 boxes
for a minimum of three yea rs , let us know so your tra il can be listed in a future update. You
need no t offer tours or infor mation , but t he locati on of yo ur t rail may make II idea l for cer ta in
types of resea rch. Mall necessa ry in fo rmat ion as shown In t he lis tings to the fol lowi ng
address:

Blueb ird Trail Dir ectory
North Ame rica n Blu ebird Soc iety

Box 6295
Si lver Spr ing, MD 20906·0295

Ent ries are listed a lpha bet ica lly by sta te and province, th en alphab etic all y by trail oper­
at or 's las t name.

TRAI L LOCATI ON TRAIL OPERATOR AD DRESS INFO AND
PHONE TOURS

ALA BA MA
Bi rmingham, AL Findl ay, John III 2129 Gr eentree Dri ve W: D·E; SS:D·E

205·987-0909 Birmi ngham, AL35216 Tou rs'
Coffee County Hartl ey, Gera ld & Iris Rt. 1, Box 72A W:E; SS:E
New Brockto n, A L 205·347-3704 New Brockton, AL 36351 Tours'

IDAHO
Ow yhee Coun ty Perry, A lfred & Mary '139 W illoway Drive W:D· E; SS:D-E
BOise, 10 208' 344-2784 BOise, 10 83705 To urs'

ILU NOIS
McHenry Coun ty Moreland, Gillian 812 Three Oaks Road W:E;SS:E
Cary, IL 312·639·4092 Cary, IL6 0013 Tours '
Crawf ord Coun ty Wa lden, Furl E Star Route W:D·E; SS:D·E
Hobmso n. fl, 618·544·7308 RObinson, IL 62454 Tours'

IN DIANA
Po lk Coun ty Mosman. Dean RR 1, BoX I 12A W:D·E; SS:D-E
Elkha rt, IA 515-967-2951 Elkhar t, IA 50073 Tou rs '

MA RYLAN D
Cecil County Newma n, Jerry & 120 Cooper Street W :E; SS:D-E
Risin g Sun, MD Madeline P.O. Box 53 Tours '

301-658-5187 RISing Sun, MD 21911
Car ro ll Cou nty , MD Zer husen, Peter A 7014 Lan caster Road W:E;SS.D·E

301-653-0564 Balti more, MD 21207 No Tours
MICH IGAN

Muskegon County La Pres, Bo b & Caro l 2121 Norm an Road W:D-E, SS:D-E
Mu skegon, MI 616·755·3612 Mus kegon, MI49441 Tours '

MISSOURI
Lac lede County Broy les , Reuel & 647 S. Fort Street W:D-E; SS.D-E
Lebanon, MO Desolee Spring fie ld, MO 65806 No Tours

417·869·1500
Maco n Co un ty Romine, Marc W. Rt.1 W:E; SS·D·E
Co llege Mou nd, MO 816·385 ·3540 Macon, MO 63552 Tours '
Dent County Sam ple, James E. 1013 Carole Lane W:E(not Fri.)
Salem, MO 314·394·5839 Ell iSVil le, MO 63011 To urs'
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NEW JE RSEY
Cumbe rland Cou nt y Gand y, Jay Bx 109, RD 2 River Rd. W:D·E, SS:D·E
Brid get on, NJ 609·451·5586 Brid geto n, NJ 08302 No Tours

NEW YORK
Oneida County Hanes, Miss Frances 138 Mel rose Avenue W:E; SS:D·E
Clin ton , NY 315·735·3527 Ut ica . NY 13502 Tou rs '

NORTH CAROLI NA
So uthe rn Pines, NC Cran mer, Car l 145 S. May St reet W:E; SS:D·E

919·692·7990 Southern Pines, NC Tours '
28387

Harnet, Lee, Yadki n Haynes, Will iam D. 1411 Elm Street W: D·E; SS:D·E
Irdell Count ies, NC 919·497-5013 Spring Lake, NC 28390 Tours '

OHIO
Rich lan d County Caldwe ll , F. Reid Ma laba r Fa rm Sta te Park W:D
Lucas, OH 419·892·2784 RD#1, Bro mf ield Road Tou rs'

Lucas, OH 44834

OREGON
Bent on County El tzroth, Els ie K. 3595 N.W. Roosevelt Dr. W:D·E; SS.S·E
Corval li s, OR 503·752·0666 Corva l lis, OR 97330 Tou rs '
Lane County Prig ge, All en A. 283 E. 38th Avenu e W:E; SS'E
Eugene, OR 503·343-9504 Eugene, OR 97405 Tours '

PENNSYLVANIA
Perry County Boy er, Steven (Skip) 408 Front St reet W:D-E; SS:D·E
Marysv il le, PA 717-957·2520 Marysvil le, PA 17053 Tours '
Cumberland Count y Hoff man, W ar ren O. 45 N. 10th Street W:E; SS D-E
Huntsda le, PA 717·737·8201 Lemoyne, PA 17043 Tours '
Union County Sc haefer, Mrs. Chri st ine P.O. Box 135 W: D-E; SS'D-E
Lew isburg, PA 717·433-3554 Muncy , PA 17756 Tours '
Lan caster County Schutsky, Robert M. MUddy Run Ecological Lab W:D
Holtwood, PA 717-548·2121 P.O. Box 10 Tours'

Drumore, PA 17518

VI RGINIA
Prince William Co . Ho lladay, Col. Van D. 8004 St il lbroo ke Road W.E; SS:O-E
Dale City/Ha ymarket Mary Evalyn & Dou g Manassas, VA 22111 Tours '
Stafford Cou nty Mc Knight, Edwrn T. 5038 Park Place W:D·E; SS D·E
Brooke, VA 301-652·1107 Be the sda , MD 20816 Tours '

WISCONSIN
Mo nroe County Att n: Mello, Klm(LMB) Command er, F t. McCo y W'D; SS:D
Sparta , WI 608·388·2252 Spa rta. WI 54656 Tours '

WASH ING TON
Klickalat County Brin kerhof f, Jess & Elva 703 Smith Avenu e W:D-E; SS:O·E
Bick leton, WA 509-943-3811 Rich land , WA 99352 Tou rs'

CANAD A
A LBE RTA

Ca lgar y, Alberta Sti les, Dona ld J. 20 Lake Wa pta Rise S.E. W:E, SS:D·E
403·27 1-4689 Cal gar y, A lber ta Tou rs '

Canada T2J 2M9
Lethbrid ge, Mackintosh , Dunc an 1719·9th Avenu e S. W:D·E, SS:D·E
Albe rt a 403·327-5466 Let hbr idge, Alberta Tours'

Canada T1J 1W4
Lanark Co unty Bra ley , Rob ert C. 96 Drummond Stree t W:E, SS:E
Pert h, Ontar io 613-267·3028 Pert h, Ontar io Tours'

Canada K7H t G8
Lanark County Braley, Rob ert O. 30 Champlai n Crescent W:E; SS:E
Perth, On tar io 705·743-6733 #21 Tours '

Pete rborough , Onta rio
Canada K9L 1T1
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SASKATCHEWAN
Saskatoon ,
Saskatchewan

Houst on, Mary I. 863 Univers it y Drive No Phone Info
Saskatoon,Saskatchewan Tours'
Canada S7N OJ8

• - teleph on e o r wr ite to arrange tours
W -weekd ays (Mo nd ay-Friday)
SS-Satu rday, Sunday
D -days (8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.rn.)
E - evenings (6:30-9:00 p.m.)

At the Fifth Annual Meet ing ot th e North Ameri can Bluebird Soci ety, one of th e John and
Norah Lane Awards for an out s tanding co nt ributio n t o blue bird co nse rva ti on was made to
Will iam L. Hiqhh ouse of Wa rren , PA. Bec ause he was unable to attend the convent io n, Mrs.
Lynn e Peterson , of Jam estown , NY, delivered th e award on her way hom e from the conven­
ti on. An articl e in the Warren Times Observer included the above photograph ot Mr.
Highh ouse holding his award. It is rep rinted here wit h their permiss ion .
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QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

Do the same bluebirds return to the
same nestings boxes each year?

Eva LeViness
South Paris, Maine

In those parts of the country
where bluebirds do not migrate far­
ther south for th e wi nter (genera ll y
the southern half or two-thirds of
the U.S.) the bluebirds usuall y re­
main in or return to the same gen­
er al area to nest each year.
Whether or not they wi II use the
sa me nest in g box in subsequent
years de pends large ly on chance
and on the number of su itably lo­
cated bo xes in t he vic in it y. In the
North wh ere b luebirds do not re­
main al l winter, the chance of the
same birds ret urni ng to the same
pla ce each year is considerably
less, but even so they fa irl y often
do.

After bluebirds built a nest and laid
eggs in our box, we began find ing blue­
bird eggs on the ground with a hole
pecked in each. What could have don e
this?

Sue W. Hensley
Greencastle, Pennsylvani a

A House Wr en was the most
like ly c u lprit. These wrens are less
l ikely to interfere w ith nest ing
bluebirds if the nesting bo x is in a
rather open area away fr om shrub­
bery and underbrush.

I have read that the most effective
design for keeping House Sparrows
out of bluebird boxes has a screened
hole in the roof so light and rain reach
the nest. What do you think of that de­
sign? Helen L. Dorries

East Peoria, Illinois
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Some favorable as well as unfav­
orable results have been repor ted
for these ope n-top nesting bo xes .
Although further studies are
needed and are being conduc ted,
i t is safe to say th at the ope n-top
box is su rely not fu lly effect ive in
control l ing House Sparrows.

We live fiv e miles west of the ocean.
Are there bl uebirds in the area or doe s
salt water deter them?

Carol Walters
Virginia Beach, Virgin ia

The fact th at you are f ive m iles
from the ocean sh ould have no
si gn ifican t effect on the blueb irds
in yo ur vic ini ty if t he habitat . IS

otherwise favorable .

How do we keep flying squirrels out
of our bluebird boxes?

Robert J. Frazier
Lamar, Alabama

A nesting box mounted si x feet
or more above the ground on a
smooth metal pole , su ch as a
piece of galvanized water pipe, and
located 75 feet or more from any
w ooded area is un li kely to be of
any inte rest to f ly in g squirre ls.
These beaut iful litt le animals fee l
at home on ly in or very c lose to
wood lands . Jf the mounting po le is
kept covered w it h soft automobile
grease durrnq the nesti ng seas on
the box wi ll be st i ll be tter pro­
tected from squirrels and most
other c lim bing pre da tors.
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A Californ ia Bluebird Story
Bruce and Jo anne Benedict

We moved from our Californi a
Beach c ity hom e to an agr ic ul­

tura l val ley jus t over the coastal range
of mountains in 1974. Thou gh we had
never been part icu larly interested in
birds, we knew the co mmon ones and
had fed Blu e Jays and spar rows in
the cit y. We began to noti ce occa­
s ional hawks and Turkey Vultu res and ,
as our interest grew, we bega n to
notice th e so ngbi rds . We plan ted two
ac res in wi ne grapes and abou t th ree­
quarters of an ac re in vegeta ble s and
f lowers . To enco urag e birds and to
furt her our inte res t In nat ural garden ­
Ing , we planted a wi ld rose hedge and
berry-producin q shrubs and Install ed a
s impl e bi rdbath wit h a cons tan t ly d rip ­
ping hose .

During the plan t ing period we had
noti ced brilli ant flashes of b lue in the
pines or hoverin g over the pasture and
heard sof t. p la in t ive cal ls . We fi nall y
Ident if ied our first W estern Bluebir ds
bath ing and dri nk ing at th e birdbath.

In the sp ring of 1976 we put up our
f irs t b luebird bo x fa irly cl ose to cu r
front po rc h. On 10 June there were fou r
eggs . Al l hat ched so we had SIX blue­
bi rds the rest of the summer; four
st ayed around mo st of t he wi nter.

In 1977 we moved the nesti ng box
far ther f rom our house. Th is box, from
which most of the young have co me, is
a s tanda rd size on a ste el pole about
six feet from the ground. It adjo ins our
garden and is inside the chick en yard.
The parents are disturbed neither by
the chickens nor by our ac ti vit ies. The
box is shad ed most of the day by large
pine s on east and west; th e trees also
serve as Init ia l landing places for
fledg lings .

Fou r young were fledged from t his
box in 1977, two broods of five eac h in
1978, and two more broods of f ive each
in 1979. We have noticed that the ad ult
pa ir w ill s tart to c heck the box as early
as mid -February.

One of ou r pleas ures has been to
wa tc h the yo ung ones gat her and hud­
d le c lose to get her on a pine branc h the
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first nigh t ou t of th e bo x wit h th e par ­
ents nearb y.

The male cont inues to feed th e
yo ung while the female brood s the
second c lutch. About the time th ese
fl edge th e fi rst group leaves, but some
may return with in a wee k or so. We
ofte n have as many as 10·12 bluebi rds
around all summe r and autumn , sorne­
tim es fo ur to six unt i l late January,
af te r which, usuall y only the breed ing
pa ir is prese nt.

We believe th at th e birdbath is a
major attra ct ion. It is a me morable
s ight to see six bluebirds in th e bath at
the same ti me all se nding spray into
the air.

In 1980 we th ink a new breed ing
pair took over. They appeared to be
sl ight ly sma lle r and the ma le wa s more
bri l liantl y col ored. They chose to nest
in a bo x wit h a large opening for wo od­
peekers we had placed 25 feet from the
ground in a pine tree. Thi s pai r was
more wary and secret ive than th e firs t
pa ir and th e male was not as at ten­
ti ve and helpfu l wit h the feed ing. Four
young wer e succ essfully fl edged on 5
May . The female then moved to th e old
nest ing box and on 4 July fou r more
you ng blueb ird s fl ew. There was a
great commot ion that day as th e last
one to try his Wings hung ha lfway out
of th e opening fo r about thr ee hours
refusi ng to fl y. After much coax ing he
fina ll y made it.

In 1981, fiv e youn g one s f ledged
on 9 May with five more on 3 July.
There had also been a house change
between broods that year.

Some House Sparrows' had come
on to the pl ace and had bui lt nest af ter
nest in th e or igi nal bluebird box . We
wo uld remove th e spa rrow s' nest, th e
bluebi rds would star t to bu ild, and th en
th e bo x wou ld be taken over aga in by
th e spa rrows . Fin all y, the blueb irds
won , but their eggs were laid in a
messy sparrow 's nest rather than in
thei r usu all y neat c i rc le of grasses. We
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had, in the meantime, put up another
box and there the second brood was
raised .

In 1982 our second box in the vine­
yard had five eggs on 15 April. The
origina l house wa s occupied aft er a
few half-hearted territor ia l di sputes
and on 28 Ap ril th ere were six eggs.
Fi ve fl edged in ho use no. 2. After the
eggs in house no. 1 hatc hed we were
su rpri sed to see one of the young from
house no. 2 helping to feed the nest­
lings. All six fledged. Both boxes
fledged a second brood : five from
house no. 2 and four from house no. 1
which brought our total fo r the year to
20.

In the seven years since we erect­
ed our first nesting box, 66 bluebirds
have fledged. Only other bluebird lo v­
ers will unders tand how mu ch pleasure
these small cre atures have added to
our life in the country. •

759 Refugio Road
Santa Ynez,CA 93460

Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $5.00 or pu rchase at $50.00.
The show consists of 141 coll ated
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no s l ide tray). If a
cassette narrat ion is des ired add $5.00
to the purc hase price.

The show has been revised recently.
Ninet een slides have been substituted
t o im prove the quality of the show, an
audible sound now signals the speaker
to advance the slide t ray, an inaud ible
signal advances th e tray when
automatic equipment is used, the nar­
rat ion has been slowed , and script let ­
tering has been enlarged for easier
readi ng. There wi II be no price inc rease
for this revised show. Revision k its are
being prepared for past purchasers of
the show and will be furnished to them
at no charge.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to Dick Tuttle, NABS
Education Committee, 295 W. Central
Ave., Delaware, OH 43015. •

Research Committee Request

Tedd Gutzke has assumed the duties of Research Chairman for NABS and is currentl y in the
process of forming a full committee. Tedd has asked that any correspondence pertaininq to
research should be sent to him at the address below. Information involving conservation ,
management or general inquiries should continue to be sent to the main office.

The Research Committee is interested in the concerns of the members and areas toward
which they feel research should be directed. A bibliography is being formulated and anyone
with articles from journals or techn ical publications, past or present , is encouraged to send
them to Tedd.

Theodore W. Gutzke
Research Chairman, NABS

R.D. #1 , Box 147
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920

~~,~~ ~. I< '-
~ - -'-'~
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Dealing with the Effects of Cold Weather
on a Bluebird Trail

Karl Curtis

I have been trying to attract Eastern
Bluebirds for several years. For the

past three years I have had a tra il of 40
to 50 boxes in southern Onondaga
County, NY. In 1980 no bluebirds were
even seen near the bo xes ; in 19811 saw
one pair. I was jubilant when, on 25
April 1982 , bo x no. 4 contained a nes t
and a pair of bluebirds sat on the fence
beside it.

My ju bilat ion turned to dismay
when, on 23 May , the five nestlings
were found nearly dead from the ef·
fects of a cold , wet, windy day. Upon
cal ling George Grant (former NABS
President) , I was advised that young
blueb irds between 7 and 12 days of age
are qu ite vulnerable to cold weather.
Apparently, the female stops brooding
after the nestli ngs are about a week
old , but t he babies are not feathered
enough to withstand cold weather until
they are about 12 days old . Mine were
just about one week old .

Convinced that the nestlings
would die if left in the bo x, I took them
out, warmed them in my pickup, and
took them to my house. With in minutes
of being warmed , they begged for food ,
but it was so cold and late in the day
that I didn't think they could survive the
night if put back into the bo x. I placed
the nest ina strawberry bas ket and fed
th em every half-hour with small pi eces
of earthworms. At fi rst I had to careful­
Iy pry th eir mouths open and get the
food into th eir throats before they
would swa llow it. But, after one or two
feedings, they eagerly took food that
was put into their mouths with the
blunt end of a toothpick. One, a runt ,
did not respond well and soon died.
The next morning I fed th em at 5:00
a.m. and again at 5:30 a.m. and took
them back to th e box , unsu re of what
to expect . As soon as I walked away
from th e box, the ad ult birds went right
about their business of tending and
feeding the nest lings. LUCkily, the
weather improved that day . One nest-

Volume 5, Number 2

ling died in the bo x on 25 May and
another on 2 June. On 11 June the two
surviving young fledged and were soon
sitting in a nearby tree be ing fed by
both adults. I saw them again 18 days
after f ledging , alive and well following
the adu lt male around.

George Grant told me that many
early broods of bluebirds are lost eac h
year to cold weather and that , when an
entire brood is lost, the adults often
leave the area to start anew. My hope
was to save (ll ;S brood so that the
adults would renest in th e same vlcini ­
ty.

"My" pa ir of b lueb irds did stay
and renest, twice in fa ct. But, in bot h
cases, a House Spar row dest royed
their eggs-in sp ite of my efforts to
control the sparrows .

Although the nesting season end­
ed on a sour note, I believe that nur tur­
ing birds th rough a cold spell may help
reduce the number of young birds lost
and keep nest ing pairs establ ished
along a trail where their numbers are
low.

Before at temp ting to intervene as
I did , an experienced, knowledgeable
bluebirder should be consulted. I
would never have done such a thing
had r not been convinced that those
bi rds were on the verg e of death. Had it
been necessary to harbor them for
more than the few hours that I did , a
diet of earthworms alone would not
have been sufficient and it would have
been necessary to obtain a permit to
keep them. •

6420 Coy e Road
Jamesville, NY 13078

Correction

In Sietie Vol. 5(1) :9, change the label on
the box opening in Figure 2 to " Slot­
type Entrance."
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIAL/A we lcome; th e co rrespo ndence
0 1 1/5 m emb erstup . Btuebud i xpres s
sho uld become a iot u m for all wh o are
Interested In co rom uru cs ung the" Ideas
and actions concern ing bluebitd cense r­
veuoo We will auemot co p ub lish <J Wide
range 01 views In a resoonsib te manner
Keep you r le tte r; cortnn g!

Dear Editor:
Congratulations and a big thank you

for the NABS meeting in Southern
Pines , North Carolina. I believe it was
a big success. Blu ebirders are the
friend liest and most courteous people
I have met at any type of meeting . Th is
was my first su ch meeti ng with the
Society and I'm glad I wen t.

At th e meeting, I obtai ned a few
metal guards to put over the entrance
holes of some boxes J am building ;
however, I should have gotten more . If
the individual who makes th ose metal
guards would get in touch with me let­
ting me know cost and postage, I
would appreciate it. (These are the
guards that prevent the holes from be­
ing enlarged by other bird s or squlr­
rels.) My address is 655 Chitwood
Drive , Lafayette , TN 37083.

, hope to see you all at the annual
meet ing next year . I'm already plan­
ni ng on it.

Bill Wheeler
Lafayette, Tennessee

Dear Bill Wheeler:
We'll look forward to seeing you in

Binghamton, NY, in early October. Rest
assured there will be many friendly
bluebirders there .

Dear Editor:
Last year a single box near a wood

margi n on the co rner of my lot housed
an active brood of five Eastern Blue­
birds. Unf ortunate ly, one evening a f ly­
ing squirrel bu i lt a nest of bark st rips
and delivered its young directly on top
of the bluebird young. Four of th e nest-
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lings were killed as was one of the
adults.

I removed the surviving hat chling
and pla ced it i n a nearby nest ing box
wh ich was being used by a pair of
House Wren s. They fed and cared fo r
the young bluebird as if it had been
the ir own. The youngster eventually
fledged.

The wrens ' success in rais ing the
young bl uebi rd suggests that a few
nest ing pai rs of House Wrens near a
bluebird nesting area mi ght, if neces­
sary, bec ome satisfact ory surrogate
parents fo r orphaned bluebird nest­
lings.

Herb Gundy
New Ale xandria , Pennsylvania

Dear Herb Gundy:
Your ingenuity was commendable­

and how nice that i t was successful.
I have pa ssed your leiter along to Tedd
Gutzke, Chairman of the Research
Committee. Certa inly, your suggestion
merits con sideration.

To pre vent the same th ing happen­
ing again, the nest ing box shou ld be
removed from the proxim ity of trees.
See Dr. Zeleny 's " Quest ion Corn er "
in this issue.

Dear Mr. Dupree:
Enjoyed the meeting on bluebirds at

Goddard [Space Fl ight Center] so
mu ch. My neighbor has had bluebirds
in her houses for five years and she al­
ways has tw o or three broods (by the
way, she has a huge mart in house
about 50 feet f rom the bluebird 's favor­
ite house and they are very co mpat­
ible) . She has lots of open fields. I have
had blue birds for six years and last
year had three brood s. They real ly keep
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th e ca bbage worms off my cabbage­
ty pe crops when they are feeding their
brood (t he box is right next to th e veg­
etabl e garden).

We have fi ve bluebird houses and 22
wren houses over ou r several acres.
We find that havin g lots of houses
gives everyone a chan ce (wrens and
chickadees don 't bother blu ebirds as
they have plenty of their own houses).
All the houses get used . We had
t rouble w it h black snakes but put
alu minum f lashi ng on the post s and
tha t seemed to help .

Kitty Ackerman
Ashton, Maryland

Dear Kitty Ackerma n:
With all tho se wren s and bluebirds

there shouldn't be a cabbage worm
anywhere near your vege table garden.

Dear Editor:
The biggest opp ortuni ty that we

have in co nservation of the blueb ird I S

on Ameri ca 's go l f courses . The insect s
are th ere, th e open spaces are there,
and with minim al educat ion th e mem­
bers quick ly respond. Thi s has been
our experience here in sou thwest
Mi SSISSiPPi.

We have a nine-hole go lf course at
our count ry c lub and have pla ced tw o
bluebird houses on each fairway. One
regular golfi ng mem ber is assigned to
a fa irway to keep th e houses clean
and to monitor them. Th is has created
a lot of interest and out of our 18 boxes
we had 11 occ up ied on two to th ree
occasi ons last spring and summer. Al ­
though our co unt is not accurate, I am
certain we hatched out over 30 bl ue­
birds.

All it tak es is a di scu ssron with the
c lub profe ssional or cha irman of the
board of directors and, of course, a
sup pl y of boxes. If everyone di d this we
beli eve the con se rvation of bluebirds
would rea ll y be improved.

Richard J. Field, M.D.
Cen trevill e, Mississi ppi

Dear Ric hard Field :
The Socie ly undersc ores your en­

thusiasm for golf courses as prime
bluebird habitat. We hope man y read­
ers take your advice.

Volume 5, Number 2

Dear Editor:
Each year my bluebird trai l ex­

pands-a sure and pos iti ve proo f th at
my effor ts are workin g to the advan­
ta ge o f bluebi rds. I now have 12 ac tive
nests in Loudoun fr om Hamilton Mill
Stat ion Road to Beaverdam Creek. My
tra il con tains in allover 110 boxes.

El izabeth D. Peaco ck
Fairfax, Virginia

Dear Editor:
Many blu ebird houses are go ing up

in th is area. I get many cal ls abo ut
them and requests for plans. So glad I
was encouraged by Dr. Zeleny when we
were at Ft. Meade (MD) and all t he
friends I made whi le there. Hope to in­
terest many more peo ple in bluebirds.
Look forw ard to each copy of Sialia, Jo.

Rena Bishop
Mooresville, North Carolina

Dear Rena:
Even though you are busy, all of your

Maryland friends know that you wi ll
con tin ue to spread the bluebird word
wherever you liv e, whenever you can.
Hope the 1983 breeding season is a
good onel

Dear Edit or:
Since I saw an article by Li ll ian Lund

Fi les (MA) on the blueb ird, this has
been one of th e most in teresti ng and
rewarding sum mer s in a long ti me.

On Memor ial Day I put out my first
nest ing box. Two day s later a pair of
bluebirds came to look it over and thev
made a nest. It was blessed wi th fiv e
eggs . All hatched and the y lef t the nest
Jul y 12th. On Ju ly 14th I cleaned out
the nestbox and th e 16th there was
grass in it and the same (?) pair came
back. They lai d two good egg s and one
th at did n't hatch. The youn g left the
nest on the 24th .

I do hope they return to our yard in
the spring. I'll be lookin g fo r the m.

Barbara E. Lovering
Town send , Massa chu setts

Dear Barb ara Lovering:
You couldn' t ask for gre at er success

on your in it ial tr y. How thri ll ing it mu st
have been for you.
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BLUEBIRD TALES
Mary D. Janetatos

As I write th is in January th e lack of
backyard bluebirds is di sapp ointing . As
you read this in April I hope the blu ebird s
w ill be bu::.ting o ut all over. Some report s
are reaching this o ffic e of " high count s"
of bluebirds during the National Audubon
Society's Christmas Counts. Bob Schu tsk y
reports from sout hern Penns ylvania that a
to tal of more than 250 were seen, double
las t year 's record . Joe Ondrejko also re­
ports large fl ocks of bluebirds from Wash·
ing lon, Pennsylvania's count. Jo e the or ized
on on e of hi s trips to Sil ver Spr ing to vo l­
un teer his help in th e off ice, " The bird s
aren 't in you r bac kyard , Ma ry, becau se
the y're enjoyrnp the mse lves with th eir rela ­
ti ves o ff in th e woods somep lace !" Well ,
tha t may be, whi ch go es to prove th at they
aren 't " my " bl uebi rds anyway, but w ild , free
creatures. I s t ill miss them, th ough !

Tom and Norma Smith, o f Ravenn a,
OH, lamented that they were unable to at ­
tend th e annual meeting this year. Norma
recounted the ir blu ebird story. " The week
the Campfire g ir ls vis it ed coincided with
the emergen ce of th e 17-year c icadas so
everyone went home With a handful of
shells as a souveni r. Beli eve i t or not , those
big, ugl y, destru ctive bu gs brou ght blue­
bi rd joy ! They proved to be ideal prey for
training fled glin gs to find their ow n food.
The fledg lin gs swoop ed like eag les a fter
t he sl ow movin g c icadas an y time they were
hungry. We have no scientif ic proof , bu t we
think the abundance of food could have tn­
creased the fl edgling surviva l rate . We hav e
never seen more than eight blu ebirds at
once before. This year we saw 20 or more
several times.

From Lena rk, IL, Mrs . Bob Raleigh re­
ports that althou gh th e Sialia statist ics say
that " bluebirds are co ns idered rare in our
part of I ll inois (the northwes t corner of th e
sl ate), we hav e been thr illed to have a pa ir
of bluebird s nest in one o f our boxes."
A ft er ra is ing fiv e yo un g from five egg s she
says the parents left and th e yo ung reo
turned to the box. " It is suc h a thrill to hear
th eir soft war bling song. Today (September
19) al i f ive were c lose to th e hou se sing ing,
chasi ng each ot her and check ing out lhe
blu ebird house. "

Mrs . Sharon Sheppard of Lexington,
SC. says, " We had the pure pleasure of
watchin g a pair of bluebird s nes t in a Wood
Duck hou se on o ur pond this su mmer . They
raised tw o hat chin gs."

78

'I i
~ It

'I

Robert Hanson, of Bluebird Hollow
Farm , Highland, WI, repo rts that on one
autumn day " ...Larry, a park worker (a
fellow bird watch er) and mys elf we re
tr eated to a... show put on by a fl ock of
about two dozen East ern Bluebi rds. We
were eat ing ou r lunc h In my tru ck wh ich
wa s par ked near the shop of Blackhawk
Lake Recreat io n Area where I am the main­
tenan ce foreman.

" The bluebird s were very ac t ive, flYing
about , eat ing weed seeds, cat chin g Ins ects ,
wal k ing about on the ground and gra vel
road and even perch ing o n top of th e air
vent of the bu ried gas tank. They were o nly
a sho rt distance fr om th e tru ck, o ften only
a few feet from it . It was a most enjoyable
lun ch hour for bo th of us ."

A.J. Bradley, of Charlottesvi lle, VA,
in a December letter describes th e same
behavior other bluebirders have noticed:
the famil y group returns In autumn to check
the nestbox whe re they were rais ed . He
al so says , " I have been a (NA BS) member ...
for several years and am on my second
project to bu ild 50 blu eb ird houses USing
your top-op enin q plan and sh ould have
th ese distributed In the spring, makin g 150
hou ses by that time . Unti l I st art ed ouu c­
ing and di str ibut ing bird hou ses I was not
even aware th ere were blu ebirds in th e area.
Since then I have been overwhel med by reo
po rts of bluebirds nest ing in the houses I
dist ribu ted. (I give them a co py of NABS ' in­
struct ions for proper pla cin g in a favorable
b lueb ird habita t.)"

In so do ing , Mr. Brad ley joins a ho st o f
bluebirders who do the same thing: pro­
mot e blu ebird ing and membership In th e
North Am er ican Bluebi rd Society Nancy
Hicks, a teache r from ROChester, NY, say s
th at " a lt ho ug h I've changed sch ools ...my
chi ldr en are st i ll 'Bluebirds .' Please send
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12 of the 3·inch ro und patches w it h logo.
The t heme wo rks very well, and the patches
ad d a spec ial touch."

Ton i L. Parrish, o f Tallahassee, FL ,
sent a c lipping fr om the Florida Times­
Union in Jackson ville which desc rib ed ef ·
forts by the Telephone Pioneers of North
Florida to provide nes tbo xes in their area .
It is hoped that " Their bird hous es w ill joi n
a network of houses st retc hing f rom Man­
hat tan to Miami."

On a less grand iose sca le , Carol
Murphy, the leader 01 on e Camp Fire group
in Pas adena, MD, has used NAB S' ln to rrna­
t.o na l pac kets an d passed t hem on to th e
Council where she lives. Ethel Posou r of
Dallas , NC, wr it es that the Hoe and Hope
Garden Clu b ha s acq ui red 16 blu eb ird
boxes which they plan to put up " a t the
rig ht t ime." In Nort h Caro lina t hat mus t be
any ti me as , at last observat io n, they we re
knee-deep in bluebi rds. Bu t there's no such
t hing as enough bluebird s!

Louise Shaffer of Uni versity Park, MD,
wr it es, " Enough is enough . Did yo u know
t hat some people actual ly confuse blue­
birds with Blue Jays?" Lou ise is a member
of the Prin ce George's (Co unty, MD) Fed·
erat ion of Wom en 's Clubs. She and fell ow
members o f th e Sixth Dis t rict are det er­
mi ned to c lear up the con fus io n in a cru­
sade to save th e co unty 's off ici al bird- the
blueb i rd. " Some peop le d idn' t even know
wha t a bluebird was," sa id Louise, in as­
tonis hme nt. As report ed in the Dec ember
2 Prin ce George's Sentinel, during Novem­
ber the co unty women's c lub launc hed th e
beg inning of what the y hope w ill turn into
a coun ty-w ide " Operat ion Bluebird." Thi s
projec t w ill provide a bulwark of new su p­
port for the bluebird in Was hington, DC·
subu rban Prince George's County . In 1976
the county, t hro ugh the ef fo rts o f its Beau­
ti f ica ti on Commi tt ee, dec lared t he Eastern
Bluebi rd to be an off ici a l county symbo l.
As a result , eac h year in early Ma rch,
" Bl uebird Week" is dec la red by the eleoted
county of f ic ial s. This observance has stim­
ulate d many c it izens an d youth groups to
se t ou t their winter-bui lt nesti ng boxes in
ap propr iate habi tat. A not iceable res ult has
been an inc rease in th e number of b lue­
birds in th e cou nty . So, th e need fo r a geo·
me tr ic progress ion in the num ber o f ava i l­
ab e nes ti ng boxes is appa rent. So on,
Princ e George's Coun ty wil l a lso be knee­
deep in bl uebirds. And wh o wo uldn ' t say
the coun ty wo uld be beau tif ied by suc h a
bount i fu l " c rop" ?

Cavi t y nest ers can help farme rs.
NABS ' Boa rd Member, Art Aylesworth,

Vo lume S, Number 2

Ronan, MT, sent an art ic le f rom the Dakota
Farmer. It descr ibes the prob lems Art Nel ­
son, of Sherburn e County, MN, had co pin g
w ith insects on his Chris tmas tree farm.
Heli copt er spraYing was dee med too ex­
pensive. Nelson 's so lutio n, putt ing up nest­
ing bo xes, was ar rived at more or less by
acc ident . From hiS yo uth he had been keen­
Iy in terested In birds , so he bega n to st udy
reasons fo r th eir decl ine aro und hrs farm.
He observed that some species were cavi t y
nest ers, and rea liz ed th at the lack of nest­
ing ca vit ies wa s preventi ng the se bird s
from raising young. He soon d iscovered
th at th ese birds, especi all y Eas tern Blue­
birds, would ac cep t man made nest ing
boxes as well as nat ural cav it ies . He began
to ere ct nest ing boxes but it took him four
year s to at t rac t his first pair of bluebirds.
Now, Nelson's bird house projec t has made
possib le th e f ledg ing of 110-150 bl uebi rds
each season along wi th about 50 Ho use
Wren s and 400 Tree Swa llows .

On ce ag ai n Nature' s way has pro vided
a ma rvelous an swer to invading insect s.
Su rely this tec hnique co uld be repeated in
many othe r agricultura l areas- to t he ben­
ef it o f our nat ive bi rds and crop s and our
ow n aest het ic enri chment.

In a le tter received in the sp ring of 1982
from Jack and Marykaye Weinmann of Man­
chester, MI. Marykaye says th at , si nce they
have no child ren as ye t , they have " more
or less adopted our lovel y blue gues ts. Peo­
ple come out to visi t speci f ica ll y to see
them....We co nt inue to learn, work and hope
for t he ir survival."

I'll say " Amen" to th at , Marykaye, as I
an t ic ipa te t he ar riva l o f sp rin g. And I w is h
to al l o f you the sight and sound of our ban­
ner b ird, the bluebi rd, hera ld ing that
spring ! •

WANTE D: Back Issues of Sialia

Don' t di scard bac k iss ues of Sia /ia !
If, for any reaso n, you cannot keep past
copies of the bluebird jo urnal return
them and c laim a ta x ded uction of
$2.S0 fo r each.

Many new members desire comple te
se ts of back issues whi ch we are
unable to suppl y. Cop ies of Volume 1,
Numbers 1 and 2 are part ic ularly need·
ed. Mail back issu es to headqu arters :

Nor th Am er ican Blueb ird Soci ety
Bo x 629S
Sil ver Spring , MD 20906·029S
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Jo n E. Boone: 42, 52, 65, 67, 76.
Suza nne Penne ll Turner : 47, 64,

72,78.

Richard L. Woodward: 43, 49, 57
Rou nd-lobed Hepat ica, 58, 60,
74 Red-sp otted Newt.
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to i n c r ease the
populations of the three species of bluebirdson this
cont inent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have dim inished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings , as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCI ETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
env iron ment.

Toward this end , the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation , to study those
obstacles imped ing bluebird recovery ; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about blueb ird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind .

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60) ,
$7.50; Regular , $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting , $50:
Contributing, $100; Co rporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295
SilverSpring, MD 20906-0295


