














Bluebird Trail Directory

Bluebirgd trail operators with 50 or more nesting boxes monitored on a regular basis over a
period of several years have volunteered their help in assisting other members either by
arranging tours or providing information Additional names will be added in the future.

NABS hopes to bring bluebird conservation cioser to the individual member by publishing
this directory. Sometimes things happen which need a quick response. To many people, the
headquarters in Maryland is a long way off. Telephone calls are expensive and mall is time-
consuming. The directory will provide a ready source of expert assistance in your own area.
When calling please be considerate about the time of day that calls are made. No collect calls
will be accepted.

Tours can be arranged on many trails for individuals and small groups by writing to or tele-
phoning the trail operator in advance. Nesting seasons vary, of course, but generally May
through August are the best months 1o arrange tours.

The following 32 trails are just a beginning. If you have monitored a trail of at least 50 boxes
for a minimum of three years, let us know so your trail can be listed in a future update. You
need not offer tours or information, but the location of your trail may make  ideal for certain
types of research. Mail necessary information as shown in the listings to the following
address:

Bluebird Trail Directory
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295
Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295
Entries are listed alphabetically by state and province, then alphabetically by trail oper-

ator'slast name.

TRAIL LOCATION TRAIL OPERATOR ADDRESS INFO AND
PHONE TOURS
ALABAMA
8irmingham, AL Findlay, John ! 2129 Greentree Drive W:D-E; SS:0-E
205-887-0909 Birmingham, AL 35216  Tours*
Coffee County Hartley, Gerald & Iris Rt. 1, Box 72A W:E; SS:E
New Brockton, AL 205-347-3704 New Brockton, AL 36351 Tours*
IDAHO
Owyhee County Perry, Alfred & Mary 139 Wililoway Drive W:D-E; SS:D-E
Boise, ID 208-344-2784 Boise, ID 83705 Tours*
ILLINOIS
McHenry County Moreland, Gillian 812 Three Oaks Road W:E;SS:E
Cary, IL 312-639-4092 Cary, IL80013 Tours*
Crawlord Countly Walden, Furl E Star Route W:D-E; SS:D-E
Robinson, IL 618-544-7308 Robinson, IL 62454 Tours*
INDIANA
Polk County Mosman. Dean RR 1,Box 112A W:D-E; SS:D-E
Elkhart, IA 515-967-2951 Elkhart, IA 50073 Tours*
MARYLAND
Cecil County Newman, Jerry & 120 Cooper Street W:E; SS:D-E
Rising Sun, MD Madeline P.O.Box 53 Tours™
301-658-5187 Rising Sun, MD 21911
Carroll County, MD Zerhusen, Peter A 7014 Lancaster Road W.E; 8S.D-E
301-653-0564 Baltimore, MD 21207 No Tours
MICHIGAN
Muskegon County La Pres, Bob & Carol 2121 Norman Road W:D-E, SS:D-E
Muskegon, M| 616-755-3612 Muskegon, Ml 49441 Tours*
MISSOURI
Laclede County Broyles, Reuel & 647 S. Fort Street W:D-E; SS.0-E
Lebanon, MO Desolee Springfield, MO 65806 No Tours
417-869-1500
Macon County Romine, Marc W. Rt. 1 W:E; SS'O-E
College Mound, MO 818-385-3540 Macon, MO 63552 Tours*
Dent County Sample, James E. 1013 Carole Lane W:E(not Fri))
Salem, MO 314-394-5839 Eilisville, MO 63011 Tours*
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NEW JERSEY
Cumberland County
Bridgeton, NJ

NEW YORK
Onerda County
Clhinton, NY

NORTH CAROLINA
Southern Pines, NC

Harnet, Lee, Yadkin
Irdell Counties, NC

OHIO
Richland County
Lucas, OH

OREGON
Benton County
Corvallis, OR
Lane County
Eugene, OR

PENNSYLVANIA
Perry County
Marysville, PA
Cumberland County
Huntsdale, PA
Union County
Lewisburg, PA
Lancaster County
Holtwood, PA

VIRGINIA
Prince William Co.
Dale City/Haymarket
Stafford County
Brooke, VA

WISCONSIN
Monroe County
Sparta, W

WASHINGTON
Klickatat County
Bickleton, WA

ALBERTA
Calgary, Alberta

Lethbridge,
Alberta

Lanark County
Perth, Ontario

Lanark County
Perth, Ontario
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Gandy, Jay
609-451-5586

Hanes, Miss Frances
315-735-3527

Cranmer, Carl
919-692-7990

Haynes, William D.
919-487-5013

Caldwell, F. Reid
419-892-2784

Eltzroth, Elsie K.
503-752-0666
Prigge, Allen A.
503-343-9504

Boyer, Steven (Skip)
717-957-2520

Hoffman, Warren O.
717-737-8201

Schaefer, Mrs. Christine
717-433-3554

Schutsky, Robert M.
717-548-2121

Holladay, Col. Van D.
Mary Evalyn & Doug
McKnight, Edwin T.
301-652-1107

Attn: Mello, Kim(LMB)
608-388-2252

Brinkerhoff, Jess & Elva
503-943-3811

Bx 109, RD 2 River Rd.
Bridgelon, NJ 08302

138 Melrose Avenue
Utica, NY 13502

145 S. May Street

Southern Pines, NC
28387

1411 Elm Street

Spring Lake, NC 28390

Malabar Farm State Park
RD#1, Bromfield Road
Lucas, OH 44834

3595 N.W. Roosevel!t Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97330

283 E. 38th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97405

408 Front Street
Marysvitle, PA 17053

45 N. 10th Street
Lemoyne, PA 17043
P.0.Box 135

Muncy, PA 17756

Muddy Run Ecological Lab
P.O.Box 10

Drumore, PA 17518

8004 Stillbrooke Road
Manassas, VA 22111
5038 Park Place
Bethesda, MD 20816

Commander, Ft. McCoy
Sparta, WI 54656

703 Smith Avenue
Richland, WA 99352

CANADA

Stiles, Donald J.
403-271-4689

Mackintosh, Duncan
403-327-5466

Braley, Robert C.
613-267-3028

Braley, Robert O.
705-743-6733

20 Lake Wapta Rise S.E.
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2J 2M9
1713-9th Avenue S,
Lethbridge, Alberta
CanadaT1J 1w4

96 Drummond Street
Perth, COntario

Canada K7H 1G8

30 Champlain Crescent
#21

Peterborough, Ontario
Canada K9L 1T1

Ww:D-E, SS:D-E
No Tours

W:E; SS:D-E
Tours*

W:E; 8S:D-E
Tours*

W:D-g; SS:D-E
Tours*

wW:D
Tours™®

W:D-E; SS.S-E
Tours*
W:E;SS'E
Tours*®

W:D-E; SS:D-E
Tours*®

W:E; SS D-E
Tours*
W:D-E; SS'D-E
Tours*

wW:D

Tours*

W.E; SS:D-E
Tours”®
W:D-E; SS D-E
Tours*

W-D; SS:D
Tours*

W:D-E; 8S:D-E
Tours*®

W:E SS:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E, SS:D-E
Tours™

W:E, SS:E
Tours™

W.E;SS:E
Tours*
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SASKATCHEWAN

Saskatoon, Houston, Mary |.

Saskatchewan = oo

*

—1telephone or write to arrange tours
W —weekdays (Monday-Friday)
SS—Saturday, Sunday

D —days (8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)

E —evenings (6:30-9:00 p.m.)

863 University Drive No Phone Info

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Tours*
Canada S7TN 0J8

Photograph by Del Ristau

At the Fifth Annual Meeting of the North American Bluebird Society, one of the John and
Norah Lane Awards for an outstanding contribution to bluebird conservation was made 1o
William L. Highhouse of Warren, PA. Because he was unable to attend the convention, Mrs.
Lynne Peterson, of Jamestown, NY, delivered the award on her way home from the conven-
tion. An arlicle in the Warren Times Observer included the above photograph of Mr.
Highhouse holding his award. It is reprinted here with their permission.
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QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

Do the same bluebirds return to the
same nestings boxes each year?

Eva LeViness

South Paris, Maine

In those parts of the country
where bluebirds do not migrate far-
ther south for the winter (generally
the southern half or two-thirds of
the U.S.) the bluebirds usually re-
main in or return to the same gen-
eral area to nest each vyear.
Whether or not they will use the
same nesting box in subsequent
years depends largely on chance
and on the number of suitably lo-
cated boxes in the vicinity. In the
North where bluebirds do not re-
main all winter, the chance of the
same birds returning to the same
place each year is considerably
less, but even so they fairly often
do.

After bluebirds built a nest and laid
eggs in our box, we began finding blue-
bird eggs on the ground with a hole
pecked in each. What could have done
this?

Sue W. Hensley
Greencastle, Pennsylvania

A House Wren was the most
likely culprit. These wrens are less
likely to interfere with nesting
bluebirds if the nesting box is in a
rather open area away from shrub-
bery and underbrush.

| have read that the most effective
design for keeping House Sparrows
out of bluebird boxes has a screened
hole in the roof so light and rain reach
the nest. What do you think of that de-
sign? Helen L. Dorries
East Peoria, lllinois
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Some favorable as well as unfav-
orable results have been reported
for these open-top nesting boxes.
Although further studies are
needed and are being conducted,
it is safe to say that the open-top
box is surely not fully effective in
controiling House Sparrows.

We live five miles west of the ocean.
Are there bluebirds in the area or does
salt water deter them?

Carol Walters
Virginia Beach, Virginia

The fact that you are five miles
from the ocean should have no
significant effect on the bluebirds
in your vicinity if the habitat s
otherwise favorable.

How do we keep flying squirrels out
of our bluebird boxes?

Robert J. Frazier
Lamar, Alabama

A nesting box mounted six feet
or more above the ground on a
smooth metal pole, such as a
piece of galvanized water pipe, and
located 75 feet or more from any
wooded area is unlikely to be of
any interest to flying squirrels.
These beautiful little animals feel
at home only in or very close to
woodlands. If the mounting pole is
kept covered with soft automobile
grease during the nesting season
the box will be still better pro-
tected from squirrels and most
other climbing predators.
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A California Bluebird Story

Bruce and Joanne Benedict

e moved from our California

Beach city home to an agricul-
tural vailley just over the coastal range
of mountains in 1974. Though we had
never been particularly interested in
birds, we knew the common ones and
had fed Blue Jays and sparrows in
the city. We began to notice occa-
sional hawks and Turkey Vultures and,
as our interest grew, we began to
notice the songbirds. We planted two
acres in wine grapes and about three-
quarters of an acre in vegetables and
flowers. To encourage birds and to
further our interest 1n natural garden-
Ing, we planted a wild rose hedge ang
berry-producing shrubs and (nstalled a
simple birdbath with a constantly drip-
ping hose.

During the planting period we had
noticed brilliant flashes of blue in the
pines or hovering over the pasture and
heard soft. plaintive calls. We finally
identified our first Western Biuebirds
bathing and drinking at the birdbath.

In the spring of 1976 we put up our
first bluebird box fairly close to our
front porch. On 10 June there were four
eggs. All hatched so we had six blue-
birds the rest of the summer; four
stayed around most of the winter.

In 1877 we moved the nesting box
farther from our house. This box, from
which most of the young have come, is
a standard size on a steel pole about
six feet from the ground. It adjoins our
garden and is inside the chicken yard.
The parenis are disturbed neither by
the chickens nor by our activities. The
box is shaded most of the day by large
pines on east and west; the trees also
serve as (nitial landing places for
fledglings.

Four young were fledged from this
box in 1977, two broods of five each in
1978, and two more broods of five each
in 1979. We have noticed that the adult
pair will start to check the box as early
as mid-February.

One of our pleasures has been to
watch the young ones gather and hud-
dle close together on a pine branch the
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first night out of the box with the par-
ents nearby.

The male continues to feed the
young while the female broods the
second clutch. About the time these
fledge the first group leaves, but some
may return within a week or so. We
often have as many as 10-12 bluebirds
around all summer and autumn, some-
times four to six until late January,
after which, usually only the breeding
pair is present.

We believe that the birdbath is a
major attraction. It is a memorable
sight to see six bluebirds in the bath at
the same time all sending spray into
the air.

In 1980 we think a new breeding
pair took over. They appeared to be
slightly smaller and the male was more
brilliantly colored. They chose to nest
in a box with a large opening for wood-
peckers we had placed 25 feet from the
ground in a pine tree. This pair was
more wary and secretive than the first
pair and the male was not as atten-
tive and helpful with the feeding. Four
young were successfully fledged on 5
May. The female then moved to the old
nesting box and on 4 July four more
young bluebirds flew. There was a
great commotion that day as the last
one to try his wings hung halfway out
of the opening for about three hours
refusing to fly. After much coaxing he
finally made it.

In 1981, five young ones fledged
on 9 May with five more on 3 July.
There had also been a house change
between broods that year.

Some House Sparrows had come
onto the place and had built nest after
nest in the original bluebird box. We
would remove the sparrows’ nest, the
bluebirds would start to build, and then
the box would be taken over again by
the sparrows. Finally, the bluebirds
won, but thewr eggs were laid in a
messy sparrow’'s nest rather than in
their usually neat circle of grasses. We
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had, in the meantime, put up another
box and there the second brocod was
raised.

In 1982 our second box in the vine-
yard had five eggs on 15 April. The
original house was occupied after a
few half-hearted territorial disputes
and on 28 April there were six eggs.
Five fledged in house no. 2. After the
eggs in house no. 1 hatched we were
surprised to see one of the voung from
house no. 2 helping to feed the nest-
lings. All six fledged. Both boxes
fledged a second brood: five from
house no. 2 and four from house no. 1
which brought our total for the year to
20.

In the seven years since we erect-
ed our first nesting box, 66 bluebirds
have fledged. Only other bluebird lov-
ers will understand how much pleasure
these small creatures have added to
our life in the country. u

759 Refugio Road
Santa Ynez, CA 93460

Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $5.00 or purchase at $50.00.
The show consists of 141 callated
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

The show has been revised recently.
Nineteen slides have been substituted
to improve the quality of the show, an
audible sound now signals the speaker
to advance the slide tray, an inaudible
signal advances the tray when
automatic equipment is used, the nar-
ration has been slowed, and script let-
tering has been enlarged for easier
reading. There will be no price increase
for this revised show. Revision Kits are
being prepared for past purchasers of
the show and will be furnished to them
at no charge.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to Dick Tuttle, NABS
Education Committee, 295 W. Central
Ave., Delaware, OH 43015. i

Research Committee Request

Tedd Gutzke has assumed the duties of Research Chairman for NABS and is currently in the
process of forming a full committee. Tedd has asked that any correspondence pertaining to
research should be sent to him at the address below. information involving conservation,
management or general inquiries should continue to be sent to the main office.

The Research Committee is interested in the concerns of the members and areas loward
which they feel research should be directed. A bibiiography is being formulated and anyone
with articles from journals or technical publications, past or present, is encouraged to send

them to Tedd.

Theodore W. Gutzke
Research Chairman, NABS
R.D. #1, Box 147
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920
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Dealing with the Effects of Cold Weather
on a Bluebird Trail

Karl Curtis

have been trying to attract Eastern

Bluebirds for several years. For the
past three years | have had a trail of 40
to 50 boxes in southern Onondaga
County, NY. In 1980 no bluebirds were
even seen near the boxes; in 1981 | saw
one pair. | was jubilant when, on 25
April 1982, box no. 4 contained a nest
and a pair of biuebirds sat on the fence
beside it.

My jubilation turned to dismay
when, on 23 May, the five nestlings
were found nearly dead from the ef-
fects of a cold, wet, windy day. Upon
calling George Grant (former NABS
President), | was advised that young
bluebirds between 7 and 12 days of age
are quite vulnerable to cold weather.
Apparently, the female stops brooding
after the nestlings are about a week
old, but the babies are not feathered
enough to withstand cold weather until
they are about 12 days old. Mine were
just about one week old.

Convinced that the nestlings
would die if left in the box, | took them
out, warmed them in my pickup, and
took them to my house. Within minutes
of being warmed, they begged for food,
but it was so cold and late in the day
that | didn’t think they could survive the
night if put back into the box. | placed
the nest in a strawberry basket and fed
them every half-hour with small pieces
of earthworms. At first | had to careful-
ly pry their mouths open and get the
food into their throats before they
would swallow it. But, after one or two
feedings, they eagerly took food that
was put into their mouths with the
blunt end of a toothpick. One, a runt,
did not respond well and soon died.
The next morning | fed them at 5:00
a.m. and again at 5:30 a.m. and took
them back to the box, unsure of what
to expect. As soon as | walked away
from the box, the adult birds went right
about their business of tending and
feeding the nestiings. Luckily, the
weather improved that day. One nest-
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ling died in the box on 25 May and
another on 2 June. On 11 June the two
surviving young fledged and were soon
sitting in a nearby tree being fed by
both adults. | saw them again 18 days
after fledging, alive and well following
the adult male around.

George Grant told me that many
early broods of bluebirds are lost each
year to cold weather and that, when an
entire brood is lost, the adults often
leave the area to start anew. My hope
was to save iihis brood so that the
aduits would renest in the same vicini-
ty.

“My" pair of bluebirds did stay
and renest, twice in fact. But, in both
cases, a House Sparrow destroyed
their eggs—in spite of my efforts to
control the sparrows.

Although the nesting season end-
ed on a sour note, | beiieve that nurtur-
ing birds through a cold spell may help
reduce the number of young birds lost
and keep nesting pairs established
along a trail where their numbers are
low.

Before attempting to intervene as
| did, an experienced, knowledgeable
bluebirder should be consulted. |
would never have done such a thing
had | not been convinced that those
birds were on the verge of death. Had it
been necessary to harbor them for
more than the few hours that | did, a
diet of earthworms alone would not
have been sufficient and it would have
been necessary to obtain a permit to
keep them. ]

6420 Coye Road
Jamesville, NY 13078

Correction
In Sialia Vol. 5(1) :9, change the {abel on
the box opening in Figure 2 to “Siot-
type Entrance.”
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membership. Bluebiwd Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested 1n communicating they deas
and actions concerming bluebird conser-
vation We will attempt to pubhish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming'

Dear Editor:

Congratulations and a big thank you
for the NABS meeting in Southern
Pines, North Carolina. | believe it was
a big success. Bluebirders are the
friend!iest and most courteous people
| have met at any type of meeting. This
was my first such meeting with the
Society and I'm glad | went.

At the meeting, | obtained a few
metal guards to put over the entrance
hoies of some boxes | am building;
however, | should have gotten more. If
the individual who makes those metal
guards would get in touch with me let-
ting me know cost and postage, |
would appreciate it. (These are the
guards that prevent the holes from be-
ing enlarged by other birds or squir-
rels.) My address is 655 Chitwood
Drive, Lafayette, TN 37083.

I hope to see you all at the annual
meeting next year. I'm already plan-
ning on it.

Bill Wheeler
Lafayette, Tennessee

Dear Bill Wheeler:

We’ll iook forward to seeing you in
Binghamton, NY, in early October. Rest
assured there will be many friendly
bluebirders there.

Dear Editor:

Last year a single box near a wood
margin on the corner of my lot housed
an active brood of five Eastern Blue-
birds. Unfortunately, one evening a fly-
ing squirrel built a nest of bark strips
and delivered its young directly on top
of the bluebird young. Four of the nest-
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lings were killed as was one of the
adults.

I removed the surviving hatchling
and placed it in a nearby nesting box
which was being used by a pair of
House Wrens. They fed and cared for
the young bluebird as if it had been
their own. The youngster eventually
fledged.

The wrens' success in raising the
young biuebird suggests that a few
nesting pairs of House Wrens near a
bluebird nesting area might, if neces-
sary, become satisfactory surrogate
parents for orphaned bluebird nest-
lings.

Herb Gundy
New Alexandria, Pennsylvania

Dear Herb Gundy:

Your ingenuity was commendable—
and how nice that it was successful.
I have passed your [etter along to Tedd
Gutzke, Chairman of the Research
Committee. Certainly, your suggestion
merits consideration.

To prevent the same thing happen-
ing again, the nesting box should be
removed from the proximity of trees.
See Dr. Zeleny's “Question Corner”
in this issue,

Dear Mr. Dupree:

Enjoyed the meeting on bluebirds at
Goddard [Space Flight Center] so
much. My neighbor has had bluebirds
in her houses for five years and she al-
ways has two or three broods (by the
way, she has a huge martin house
about 50 feet from the bluebird’s favor-
ite house and they are very compat-
ible). She has lots of open fields. | have
had bluebirds for six years and last
year had three broods. They really keep
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the cabbage worms off my cabbage-
type crops when they are feeding their
brood (the box is right next to the veg-
etable garden).

We have five bluebird houses and 22
wren houses over our several acres.
We find that having lots of houses
gives everyone a chance (wrens and
chickadees don’t bother bluebirds as
they have plenty of their own houses).
All the houses get used. We had
trouble with black snakes but put
aluminum flashing on the posts and
that seemed to help.

Kitty Ackerman
Ashton, Maryland

Dear Kitty Ackerman:

With all those wrens and bluebirds
there shouldn’t be a cabbage worm
anywhere near your vegetable garden,

Dear Editor:

The biggest opportunity that we
have in conservation of the bluebird 1s
on America's golf courses. The insects
are there, the open spaces are there,
and with minimal education the mem-
bers quickly respond. This has been
our experience here in southwest
Mississippi.

We have a nine-hole golf course at
our country club and have placed two
bluebird houses on each fairway. One
regular golfing member is assigned to
a fairway to keep the houses clean
and to monitor them. This has created
a lot of interest and out of our 18 boxes
we had 11 occupied on two to three
occasions last spring and summer. Al-
though our count is not accurate, | am
certain we hatched out over 30 blue-
birds.

All it takes is a discussion with the
club professional or chairman of the
board of directors and, of course, a
supply of boxes. |f everyone did this we
believe the conservation of bluebirds
would really be improved.

Richard J. Field, M.D.
Centreville, Mississippi

Dear Richard Field:

The Sociely underscores your en-
thusiasm for golf courses as prime
bluebird habitat. We hope many read-
ers take your advice.
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Dear Editor:

Each year my bluebird trail ex-
pands—a sure and positive proof that
my efforts are working to the advan-
tage of bluebirds. | now have 12 active
nests in Loudoun from Hamilton Mill
Station Road to Beaverdam Creek. My
trail contains in all over 110 boxes.

Elizabeth D. Peacock
Fairfax, Virginia

Dear Editor:

Many bluebird houses are going up
in this area. | get many calils about
them and requests for plans. So glad |
was encouraged by Dr. Zeleny when we
were at Ft. Meade (MD) and all the
friends | made while there. Hope to in-
terest many more people in bluebirds.
Look forward to each copy of Sialia, Jo.

Rena Bishop
Mooresville, North Carolina

Dear Rena:

Even though you are busy, all of your
Maryland friends know that you will
continue to spread the biluebird word
wherever you live, whenever you can.
Hope the 1983 breeding season is a
good one!

Dear Editor:

Since | saw an article by Lillian Lund
Files (MA) on the bluebird, this has
been one of the most interesting and
rewarding summers in a long time.

On Memorial Day | put out my first
nesting box. Two days later a pair of
bluebirds came to look it over and they
made a nest. It was blessed with five
eggs. All hatched and they left the nest
July 12th. On July 14th | cleaned out
the nestbox and the 16th there was
grass in it and the same (?) pair came
back. They laid two good eggs and one
that didn’t hatch. The young left the
neston the 24th.

| do hope they return to our yard in
the spring. I'll be looking for them.

Barbara E. Lovering
Townsend, Massachusetts

Dear Barbara Lovering:

You couldn't ask for greater success
on your initial try. How thrilling it must
have been for you.
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BLUEBIRD TALES

Mary D. Janetatos

As | write this in January the lack of
backyard bluebirds is disappointing. As
you read this in April | hope the bluebirds
will be busting out all over. Some reports
are reaching this office of “high counts”
of bluebirds during the National Audubon
Society’s Christmas Counts. Bob Schutsky
reports from southern Pennsylvania that a
total of more than 250 were seen, double
last year's record. Joe Ondrejko also re-
ports large flocks of bluebirds from Wash-
ington, Pennsylvania’s count. Joe theorized
on one of his trips to Silver Spring to vol-
unteer his help in the office, “The birds
aren’t in your backyard, Mary, because
they're enjoying themselves with their reia-
tives off in the woods someplace!” Well,
that may be, which goes to prove that they
aren’t “my” bluebirds anyway, but wild, free
creatures. | still miss them, though!

Tom and Norma Smith, of Ravenna,
OH, lamented that they were unable to at-
tend the annual meeting this year. Norma
recounted their bluebird story. “The week
the Campfire girls visited coincided with
the emergence of the 17-year cicadas so
everyone went home with a handful of
shells as a souvenir. Believe it or not, those
big, ugly, destructive bugs brought blue-
bird joy! They proved to be ideal prey for
training fledglings to fingd thewrr own food.
The fledglings swooped like eagles after
the slow moving cicadas any time they were
hungry. We have no scientific proof, but we
think the atundance of food could have in-
creased the fledgling survival rate. We have
never seen more than eight bluebirds at
once before. This year we saw 20 or more
several times.

From Lenark, IL, Mrs. Bob Raleigh re-
ports that although the Sialia statistics say
that **bluebirds are considered rare in our
part of [llinois {the northwest corner of the
state), we have been thrilled to have a pair
of bluebirds nest in one of our boxes.”
After raising five young from five eggs she
says the parents left and the young re-
turned to the box. “It is such a thrill to hear
their soft warbling song. Today (September
19) ali five were close to the house singing,
chasing each other and checking out the
bluebird house.”

Mrs. Sharon Sheppard of Lexington,
SC. says, “We had the pure pleasure of
watching a pair of bluebirds nest in a Wood
Duck house on our pond this summer. They
raised two hatchings.”
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Robert Hanson, of Bluebird Hollow
Farm, Highland, Wi, reports that on one
autumn day "..lLarry, a park worker (a
fellow bird watcher) and myself were
treated to a... show put on by a flock of
about two dozen Eastern Bluebirds. We
were eating our lunch in my truck which
was parked near the shop of 8lackhawk
Lake Recreation Area where | am the main-
tenance foreman.

“The bluebirds were very aclive, flying
about, eating weed seeds, catching insects,
walking about on the ground and gravel
road and even perching on top of the air
vent of the buried gas tank. They were only
a short distance from the truck, often only
a few feet from it. It was a most enjoyable
lunch bhour for both of us.”

A.J. Bradley, of Charlottesville, VA,
in a December letter describes the same
behavior other bluebirders have noticed:
the family group returns in autumn to check
the nestbox where they were raised. He
also says, “I have been a (NABS) member ..
for several years and am on my second
project to build 50 bluebird houses using
your top-opening plan and should have
these distributed in the spring, making 150
houses by that time. Until | started build-
ing and distributing bird houses | was not
even aware there were bluebirds in the area.
Since then | have been overwheimed by re-
ports of biuebirds nesting in the houses |
distributed. (I give them a copy of NABS’ in-
structions for proper placing in a favorable
bluebird habitat.)”

In so doing, Mr. Bradley joins a host of
bluebirders who do the same thing: pro-
mote bluebirding and membership in the
North American Bluebird Society Nancy
Hicks, a teacher from Rochester, NY, says
that “although i've changed schools...my
children are still ‘Bluebirds.” Please send
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12 of the 3-inch round patches with logo.
The theme works very well, and the patches
add a special touch.”

Toni L. Parrish, of Tallahassee, FL,
sent a clipping from the Florida Times-
Union in Jacksonvilie which described ef-
forts by the Telephone Pioneers of North
Florida to provide nestboxes in their area.
It is hoped that “‘Their birdhouses will join
a network of houses stretching from Man-
hattan to Miami.”

On a less grandiose scale, Carol
Murphy, the leader of one Camp Fire group
in Pasadena, MD, has used NABS' informa-
tional packets and passed them on to the
Council where she lives. Ethel Posour of
Dallas, NC, writes that the Hoe and Hope
Garden Club has acquired 18 bluebird
boxes which they plan 1o put up “at the
nght time.” In North Carolina that must be
any time as, at last observation, they were
knee-deep In bluebirds. But there's no such
thing as enough bluebirds!

Louise Shaffer of University Park, MD,
writes, “'Enougn is enough. Did you know
that some people actually confuse biue-
birds with Blue Jays?” Louise is a member
of the Prince George’s {County, MD) Fed-
eration of Women's Clubs. She and fellow
members of the Sixth District are deter-
mined to clear up the confusion in a cru-
sade to save the county’s afficial bird—the
bluebird. “Some people didn't even know
what a bluebird was,” said Louise, in as-
tonishment. As reported in the December
2 Prince George's Sentinel, during Novem-
ber the county women’s club launched the
beginning of what they hope will turn into
a county-wide “Operation Bluebird." This
project will provide a bulwark of new sup-
port for the bluebird in Washington, DC-
suburban Prince George's County. In 1978
the county, through the efforts of its Beau-
tification Commitiee, declared the Eastern
Bluebird to be an official county symbol.
As a result, each year in early March,
"Bluebird Week'' is declared by the elected
county officials. This observance has stim-
ulated many citizens and youth groups to
set out their winter-built nesting boxes in
appropriate habitat. A noticeable result has
been an increase in the number of blue-
birds in the county. So, the need for a geo-
metric progression in the number of avail-
able nesling boxes is apparent. Soon,
Prince George’s County will also be knee-
deep in bluebirds. And who wouldn’t say
the counly would be beautified by such a
bountiful “crop"?

Cavity nesters can heip farmers.
NABS' Board Member, Art Aylesworth,

Volume 5, Number 2

Ronan, MT, sent an article from the Dakota
Farmer. |t describes the problems Art Nel-
son, of Sherburne County, MN, had coping
with insects on his Christmas tree farm.
Helicopter spraying was deemed too ex-
pensive. Nelson's solution, putting up nest-
ing boxes, was arrived at more or less by
accident. From his youth he had been keen-
ly interested in birds, so he began to study
reasons for their decline around his farm.
He observed that some species were cavity
nesters, and realized that the lack of nest-
ing cavities was preventing these birds
from raising young. He soon discovered
that these birds, especially Eastern Blue-
birds, would accept manmade nesting
boxes as well as natural cavities. He began
to erect nesting boxes but it took him four
years to attract his first pair of bluebirds.
Now, Nelson’s birdhouse project has made
possible the fledging of 110-150 bluebirds
each season along with about 50 House
Wrens and 400 Tree Swalilows.

Once again Nature's way has provided
a marvelous answer to invading insects.
Surely this technigue could be repeated in
many other agricultural areas—to the ben-
efit of our native birds and crops and our
own aesthetic enrichment.

In a letter received in the spring of 1982
from Jack and Marykaye Weinmann of Man-
chester, M|, Marykaye says that, since they
have no children as yet, they have “more
or less adopted our lovely blue guests. Peo-
ple come out to visit specifically to see
them....We continue to learn, work and hope
for their survival.”

I'll say ““Amen” to that, Marykaye, as |
anticipate the arrival of spring. And | wish
to all of you the sight and sound of our ban-
ner bird, the bluebird, heralding that
spring! E

WANTED: Back Issues of Sialia

Don’t discard back issues of Sialia!
If, for any reason, you cannot keep past
copies of the bluebird journal return
them and claim a tax deduction of
$2.50 for each.

Many new members desire complete
sels of back issues which we are
unable to supply. Copies of Volume 1,
Numbers 1 and 2 are particularly need-
ed. Mail back issues to headquarters:

North American Bluebird Society

Box 6295

Siiver Spring, MD 20906-0295
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You CAN HAVE

MY BLUEBIRD BOWER.,
YOU, SO SNUG—

IN IVORY TOWER !
DRY ,WHILE RAINY |

APRIL WIND BLOWS,
YOU GAZE OUT

YOUR, PICTURE WINDOWS,
FEELING GREAT ! YOU DODGE

THE WEATHER, |
BUT 1 ACHE- i

IN EVERY FEAT\’-AE&.

e @ o 0 0000

lc YOUR, JOY |
135 WEARING THIN,
SLIDE A PANE— |
AND t'LL FLYIN,
| ™A E.METELMAN

I O ||

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 42,52, 65, 67, 76. Richard L. Woodward: 43, 49, 57
Suzanne Pennell Turner: 47, 64, Round-lobed Hepatica, 58, 60,

72,78.

74 Red-spotted Newt.
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students {under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295




