Winter 2004
Vol. 26, No. 1

—

ERT T ALY

Iim

Page 2 — President Dean
Sheldon reviews NABS re-
search effort, its relationship
with Kenvon College, and
work on combating House
SPATTOWS.

P DT,

TITTTIIT

Page 3 — FExecutive divec-
tor Lisa Bulick has high
praise for NABS corporate
members and others who
have joined at higher levels.

Page 7 — A Wisconsin
study suggests that single w & S
boxes should be ar least 100 S
yards apart.

Page 10 — A primer on
how to do battle with House
Sperrows when they want to

v i RAR11 RALN EYDITETOY \ T
5
)
3

B TN L N Ee R e AN R A LT

use your nest boxes.

Page 12 — Bases, bombs,
and bluebirds, U.S. military

lands provide important

:

habitat for many bird spe-
cies, including bluebirds.

4 gk

T L T T T T e

S Sy

AT AT

need fo know abou! design »'“," o) J'|"- it
dac g ; " g N . J“-r'J" *]-:'llll:f;}" '
and construction of proper il s i
nest boxes for bluebirds. ey

& i
Il' :’I |‘{
Page 15— Everything you '{fy i z"

EEENIY

i el
Page 17 — Banders in | ./ olifyafh (1
Calgary track the age of |i|III::I:':i: “,
birds they have captured |-2 %500 01| E

W
{ I

Yo =

I [T P T
ity

7, i Vi
and recaptured. Four-vear- |~ a2z il it
, st TR P

old birds are most common. K 'J!i.'|_||,',..ll'.'|||l !‘!/‘_5:/?
| A e A L

Page 18 — American e v MRS T T

A .l
\ /_ﬁ .

Kestrels share tervitory with
Eastern Bluebirds, and ev-
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1931 by ihe Cranbrook Institule
of Sciences in Michigan. See peage 9.

This nest box drawing comes from a bookiet
written by Edmund [. Sawyer and published in
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The Hole Thing

Dean Sheldon Jr.

or many years, NABRS has made
research grants available to stu
dents, scientists, and lay indi-
viduals engaged in studies on native
cavity-nesting bird species. That as-
pecl of our research program con-

ing season, research grants will be
provided for studies relating to the
three species associated
with the genus Sialia only. =

Additionally, multiple years
funding (on a year-by-vear
hasis) will be offered for the
first time. This will encour-
age more ambitious. longer-
tevm studies. In sum, the
conventional grants will still be
a part of NABS rescarch compo-
nent, albeit in relation to bluebirds
only.

Ar its fall meeting at our Wilmot,
Ohio, headquarters, the NABS board
of directors approved a recommen-
dation from the Research Commitice
that we undertake a “course correc-
tion” in the overall manner in which
the Society conducts ity research pro-
grams. A synopsis of that commitice
recommendarion [ollows:

since 1999, student researchers at the
Brown Family Environmental Center
(BFEC) at Kenvon College in Gam-
bier, Chio, have been conducting
original research into bluebird hreed-
ing success, foraging, and hehavior.
All of this complemerits the long-term
research gouls estahlished by the
Kenyon faculty.

In addition, a community monitor-
ing project for bluebircds has been un-
dectbken by Dale Glass, an Ohio

tinues. However, for the 2004 nest- &~

Bluebird Society county coordinator,
on established BFEC trails. In this
regard, we have seen the cocpera-
tive efforts of both the college and
the community working together to
strengthen bluebird conserva-
tion on this beautiful site.

done in several areas: fre-
quency of nest-box usage
Ly different species, patterns
of egg laying, and spatial pat-
terns of egg-laying and brood
success. Kenvon researchers
also are determining whetler
or not there are patterns to
nesting interference from
House Sparrows, House
Wrens, predators, or parasites.
It is with regard to the Honse
Sparrow situation that NADBS
enters the research mix al
Kenyon College.

In the fall of 2002, the N4RS5 board
established the Bolt Fund for the
purpose of conducting research on
ways to discourage the intmsion of
the House Sparrow into bluebird
nesting activities, Ln his regard, the
Kenvon students will be invesiipul-
ing the affect of a variety of exterior
nest-box colors and diflering nest
box designs on BIFEC rmila,

Funds from this research work come
from Mel Bolt through the retail sales
of his in-box trap by David Magness
and his Jenna Bird manufacturing/
sales organization in Maryland.
Magness is a former member of the
NABS board of direciors and is on
the membership committee.

Continued on page 3



From the Executive Director
Lisa Bulick

embers are the heart of a

2rassrools conservaiion orga-

nization such as NABS, and 1
want o use my column in this issue to
express my appreciation for the cedi-
cation and the generosity of NABS
members.

The North American Bluebird Society
has fiom its beginning been an orga-
nization of individuals engaged in
hands-on conservation. Bluebird recov-

— Hole Thing

Continued from page 2

Based on the committee recommen-
dation, the board has authorized
NABS to enter into a pilot project
agreement with Kenvon College, es-
tablishing a “center of excellence” [or
the conduct of House Sparrow re-
search activities at BFEC during the
upcoming nesting season. Only Bolt
Fund monies are 1o be used for rthese
initial studies.

You are encouraged to visit these two
web sites to gain a better idea of the
institutions involved in this research
associdation: www. kenyon.edu/ anc
www2 kenyon.edu/BFEC/.

Through this new partnership, NABS
research programs will not only con-
tinue, but be greatly enbanced, as
well. What a thrill it is to be able to
make you aware of this new program
for our society.

ery is being accomplished through di-
reci participation of bluebirders across
the continent: monitoring nest boxes
or trails, educating their communities,
forming affiliate organizations.

Shortly after each issue of Bluebird is
mailed, the renewals, new member-
ships, endowment fund contributions
and donations start arrving in our
mailbox. 1 am always moved bv the
generosity of NABS members: impres-
sive amounts of time and money are
devoted to making sure bluebirds are
around for this and future generations.

Please take a look at the back of this
issue of Bluebird for the Annual Sup-
port for NABS page to see the names
of the indivicluals and businesses that
have contributed beyvond the standard
membership dues to NABS during the
2002-03 fiscal year.

We are pleased that corporate mem-
berships have almost doubled in the
last year. Most of the NABS corporate
members are stores catering to birders,
though our list includes a county waste
departrent, a power company, a golf
course, and several manufacturing con-
cerns.

Il a store or business listed on our
Annual Suppaort page is in vour neigh-
borhood, please support it! You can
check the NABS website for contact
information on our corporate members
at www.nabluebirdsociety.org. These
usinesses support NABS and bluebird
conservation; it's important that we
show them our appreciation.

For information about the benefits of
corporate membership, conract me by
pheone at 888/235-1331, or e-mail at
lisabulick@nabluebirdsociety.org.

Bluebird

Published by
The North American
Bluebird Society

P.O. Box 244
Wilmot, OH 44689

Lisa Bulick
Executive Director

330-359-5511
hisabulick @ nabluebirdsociety.org
www.nabluehirdsociety.org

Questions should be directed
to the NABS headquarters
address/telephone number

shown above.
The NABS web site offers
AISWETS 10 MAny Gquestions.

Editor: James J. Williams
345 Ferndale Road N,
Wayzala, Minnesota 55341
E-mail two-jays@att.net

Bluebird/Sialia (ISSN 0890-7021) is pub-
lished quarterly by the North American
Bluebird Society, P.O. Box 244, Wilmot,
Ohio 44689. Subsenplion price is included
in annual membership dues. Single cop-
ies: $5. Write for infermation about bulk
gnanlities. Checks and money orders are
made payable to North American Bluebird
Society, m U.S. funds. Issues are dated
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Aulumn and
appear approximately on the fifteenth of
January. April, July. and October. Dead-
line for submission of material is three
menths prior Lo dale of publicanon.

Letiers o the editor and arlicles in dis maga-
zine express the opinions and positions of
the authors. Letiers may be edited For length
and conlent. Articles pubhshed do not nec-
essanly represent the opinions and posinons
of the officers, directors, or employees of the
Northy American Bluebird Sociely.

For advertising information, contact the ex-
ecutive direclor.

North American Bluebird Society ©2003




Nature’st
Way

The Industry Leader

Producers of Live Food Totally Pest Free!

ATTRACT WILD BIRDS
WITH MEALWORMS!

» Shipped only M-W to guarantee
live delivery

* Order 24 hours a day

* Door to Door Service

Free Brochure on Request

1-800-318-2611 « FAX 513-738-4667
info@thenaturesway.com

P.O. Box 188, Ross, OH 45061-0188
www.thenaturesway.com

“Feeding live insects to the wild birds in my yard has helped

me build a special bond with individual birds.”
—Julie Zickefoose




NABS 2004 convention

e NARS Convention for 2004 will e held in [thaca, New York,

July 7 to 11, The meetings will be held at the Clarion University

Inn and Conference Center, high on the hill above Cayuga
Lake. The Cornell Lab of Ornitholegy is only a shoit distance from
the Clarion and tours of the new $30 million visitor center are on the
agenda.

The convention registration form and complete convention
details can be found on the pull-out center section of this issue
of Bluebird,

The Clarion University Inn will accept room reservarions at any time,
Address is | Sheraton Drive, Ithaca, NY 14830, phone 607/257-2000.
Room rates are $79 per night. Please mention NABS convention for
this rate.

Among the many interesting places near the convention site is the
Paleontological Research Institution/Museum of the Earth. This mu-
seum was founded in 1932 by Gilbert Harris, professor of geology at
Comell, 1o house his collection and library. The new museum tells
the history of the Earth and explores the geology of the northeastern
United States. It includes the skeletons of the Hyde Park Mastodon
and of Right Whale.

For the newest convention information, visit the web site
www NYSBS.com. Click on NABS 2004 {cclumn on left side). You
can also get more information regarding the convention by contact-
ing Carl and Phyllis Zenger by e-mail at cpzenger@udelphia.net or by
calling them at 716/434-7508. You may also coniact NYSBS President
David Smith, by e-mail at klip@clarityconnect.com.

Texas has some questions for you

The Texas Bluebird Society (TBS) wants
a minute of your time as it prepares (o
hosl the 2006 NABS convention, Please
visit www NABS20006.com and com-
plete the short “Pre-Convention Survey”
you will find there.

“This will be of rremendous help to us
as we make plans for 2006, and the
results will help the affiliales who host
North American Bluebird Society con-
ventions in the future,” said TBS presi-
dent Pauline Tom.

Even if you have never attended a blue-
bird convention and have no intention
of ever attending u bluebird conven-
tion, it's of value to know what would
attract “a bjuebird enthusiast.” she said.

Results of the survey will be shared
with NABS and with affiliates hosting
future conventions,

Award nominations
should be sent
to NABS now

The North American Bluebird Society
annually makes awards for outstand-
ing confributicns to bluebird conser-
vation. Awards will be presented at the
INAIRS convention in July: nominations
must be received no later than March
1, 2004.

If you wish to nominate an individual,
a group, or someone involved in re-
search for an award, please contact
NABS board member David Cook at
664 S, 14th St., San Jose, CA 95112, e-
mail justdaveS0@carthlink.net, or by
telephone at 408/275-1492. Include
vour felephone number or e-mail ad-
dress, please.

For individual awards, consider the
ways in which nominee has publicized
or aided bluebird/cavity-nester conser-
vation. Examples might include speak-
ing before groups; working with voung
people: obtaining publicity in newspa-
pers, radio, or television: working at
nature centers, workshops, or fairs;
inventing or improving trap or box
designs; designing and producing puh-
lications; plantings, etc.

For nominaticn of a group. consider
workshops offered, number of boxes
maintained by group members, in-
crease in bluebird production, meth-
ods of recruiting monitors, successtul
fledglings, etc. Programs must have
been in place for a minitnum of five
years.

For research awards, briefly summa-
rize research completed (and in
progress) involving bluebirds/cavity
nesters, and include bibliographic ci-
tations of articles published about blue-
birds or other North American cavity
nesters {copies of articles or abstracts
are desirable).




Western species
in need of more
research efforts

I'o the editor,

T very much appreciated the recent ar-
ticle entitlec “Nest-site availabitity and
selection by cavirty nesting birds™ by
Kathryn Aitken (Fall, 2003, First, it is
oratifying when resecarchers take the
effort to report on their findings of re-
search that was suppaorted, in part, by
NABS. Second as one who has done a
good bit of fieldwerlg, T appreciate the
eifores that are required to get the data
for this study. The idea of fieldwork
sounds “romantic” but it really is mostly
work.

The results reported from this study
were of considerable interest to me.
From a more global perspective the
study should serve to remind us of how
very different many of the survival is-
sues are for the two western species
of Sialia (Western and Mountain blue-
birds) as contrasted (o the Eastern Blue-
bird

Except for its consumption of winter
food supplies, T do not usually think
of the European Starling as being a
major factor in the survival of Eastern
Bluebirds. [ say this because 1 believe
that the density of nest boxes over most
of the Eastern Bluebird’s range is such
that 1nuch of its reproduction occurs
in starling-proof, man-made cavities.

In contrast, the House Sparrow is a
major problem in the East. I would
think that this is not ithe situation for
the two western species where the
much lower human population densi-
ties (and relatively smaller numbers of
nest boxes) means that a considerably
higher percentage of the reproductive
activity of the Mountain and Western

Bluebirds still occurs in natural cavi-
Lies.

Thus, in the west the impact ¢f the star-
lings on bluebird recruitment would be
exerted both via its celeterious effects
on the abundance of the primary cav-
ity nesters {like woodpeckers) as well
as its impacts as a direct competitor
for the available cavities per se. There-
fore. T think one of the observations
reportec in Ms. Atiken’s research, i.e.,
the measurable differences hetween
starlings and Mountain Bluebirds in
cavity selection (that starlings eschew
the northerly and easterly-facing cavi-
ties. while bluebirds prefer them) begs
more research,

[ believe this article points out the fact
ihat we need o devole much more
attention to the needs of the two west-
ern bluebird species. There is no doubt
that the remarkable increases achieved
in both abundance and distrilzution for
Eastern Bluebirds in the east has not
been as dramatic for the western spe-
cies — the Western Bluebird in par-
ticular.

I have recently downloaded all of the
hluebird data from the North Ameri-
can Breeding Bird Survey (1966 - 2002),
ancl have been processing it and up-
loading it into a geographic informa-
tion system. I'm arranging it so blue-
bird abundance and distribution
changes across Nerth American can be
plotted by five-year increments. So far,
this analysis confirms the point made
above.

— Bernie Daniel, Ph D, Cincinnais,
Ohio, co-chair, NABS Resedrch
Commitlee.

You can enter
your TBT data
on web site now

By Jim McLochlin

Year-end registration data entry into the
Transcontinental Bluebird Trail (TBT)
is open and waiting for your trail re-
sults. To enter data all you need is ac-
cess to the Internet, your NABS meni-
bership number (which serves as your
username and can be found on the
mailing label of this magazine) and
vour password.

If you have never entered data into the
TBT (or entered data bur failed to
change your password, the default is
NABS). If vou have changed your pass-
word and forgotten it, send an e-mail
to tbt@nabluebirdsociety.org with vour
NADBS membership number and ask for
your password.

By entering your data you not only help
NABS and the bluebirds, but you also
will be recording your data [or ease of
review and comparison. You will be
able 10 see how your trail has done
over the years or in comparison to oth-
ers in your geographical area.

One fearure of the TBT database is that
if you include your e-mail address in
yvour online TBT profile and you for-
gel your password it can be e-mailed
back to you autematically.

You can get to the TBT by going to
www.tht.nabluebirdsociety.org or
through the link frem the NABS home
page {www.nabluebirdsociety.crg).
This is one of the benefits of NABS
membership.

{Jim McLochlin is a NABS director, TBT
chairperson, and NABS web site co-
chairperson. His e-mail address is
bluebirdbox@cox net.)




Wisconsin study suggests single boxes
should be at least 100 yards apart

By Joe (Halloran

ala collecred in Wisconsin in
2001 showed that a number of
trails of mostly single nest

boxes were producing less than 100
bluebirds per 100 boxes. Visits to some
of those trails, and phone calls to moni-
tors suggested that the problem wus
the crowding of the single boxes. This
study was conducted by the Bluebird
Restoration Asscciation of Wisconsin
(BRAW),

it became clear that a number of people
were placing single nest boxes more
than 100 fect apart, but less than 100
vards apart, and were calling these
boxes “singles.” We saw a spacing-defi-
nition gap between what we called
paired boxes (100 feet aparr or less),
and what we recommended as the
spacing for true singles (at least 100
yards apart).

This Crowded-Singles Box Study was
launched to illuminate what was hap-
pening to the bluebird productivity at
nesting boxes spaced in that gap —
more than 100 feet and less than 100
vards apart.

There was a secend impetus for this
Crowded-Singles Box Study. Between
1996 and 1998, most of the BRAW
monitors switched to single boxes
(maore than 90 percent), and the blue-
bird production about doubled, from
fewer hoxes.

But, at that time Drs. Linda Whit-

tingham and Peter Dunn (ornithologists
al the Unmiversity of Wisconsin, Milwau-
kee, and members of the BRAW board
of directors) cautioned us that there was
nothing magic abour the 30 meters dis-
tance (about 100 feet) upon which we
based owr definition of paired boxes.

Yes, the professional literature docu-
mented that, male Tree Swallows tended
to reserve paired boxes within thar dis-
tance for a second, simultaneous mate.

But, Drs. Whittingham and Dunn cau-
tioned us that the male Tree Swallows
could be defending boxes farther than
100 feet apart, and that the exact size
of swallow territories had not yet been
measured.

The goal of this study was to compare
the bluebird productivity of crowded-
singles boxes to that from widely
spaced singles boxes. and (o the pro-
ductivity from paired boxes, respec-

Jenna Bird ~ Great news from Jenna Bird!

We are happy to announce our hand-crafted, highly functional
bluebirding nesting boxes, mealworm feeders, mealworms and sparrow
traps are now available on-line. Furthermore, we have supplemented
our store with absolutely everything a birder (not just a bluebirder) needs
for a pleasant one-stop bird shopping experience.

For a limited time, we are pleased to offer you 10% off any
On-Line purchase. Just enter code #NABS1203
with your on-line order - piscount Ofer Expres 63/15/63

Please visit us on-line at www .jennabird.com and lake advantage of

published bluebird conservation information and sign up for our electronic
newsletters. Take advantage of our birding store for the upcoming spring by
clicking the “Jenna Bird Shop (Store}” link on our Homepage.

To order off-line please call us toll free at: (800) 780-9986
Thanks for all of your bluebirding conservation efforts. David A. Magness

P.O. Box 328, Whiteford, MD. 21160
Customer Service: (B00) 780-2986 » www.jennabird.com




Standard Singles
Crowded Singles

Chart: Impact of Box-Spacing

Wisconsin State Average, BRAW, Year 2002

Bluebirds Fledged/100 Boxes Presented
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Crowded Singles:
Paired:

At 02BRAR.wk4, C:R3
Boxes spaced-apart 300 feet or more

Boxes spaced-apart more than 100 feet, less than 300 feet
Boxes spaced-apart 100 feet or less.

O'Halloran

tively. In this report. we refer o the
number of bluebirds (ledged per 100
boxes (presented) as a measure of
nesting-box bluebird productivity.

To create the data base for this
Crowded-Singles Box Study, BRAW
monitors were asked to use new forms
to report the results of their 2002 data
separately for a) paired boxes, 1)
crowded singles boxes, and ¢} stan-
dard singles boxes.

About seven out of 10 of all the nest
boxes reported to BRAW in 2002 were
reported on the new forms. There were
3,660 boxes reparted for this study.
There were 2,989 (82 percent of the
koxes in the study) reported as widely
spaced singles. Four hundred and thirty
boxes (ahoul 12 percenr) were
crowdled-singles, and 241 boxes (about
7 percent) were paired.

The widely spaced singles hadl a state-

wicle average bluebird productivity of

236 bluchurds fledged per 100 boxes
presented. The crowded-singles had
135, And, the paired boxes had 123.

Thus, the boxes reported as crowded
singles, as well as the boxes reported
as paired, produced only a little more

than half as many bluebirds per 100
boxes presented, (57 percent or less)
compared to widely-spaced standard
singles, on statewide average.

Compared to recent year’s results, the
bluebird productivity of the widely
spaced singles boxes reported in this
stucly show was unexpectedly high. We
believe this is because the new report-
ing form does not require the monitor
to lump together the data from what
we call crowded-singles boxes into the
same column with the widely spaced
boxes.

For example, in Year 2001, data from
all the singles boxes (from both widely
spaced and crowded boxes combined)
were still being lumped together and
reported in one column. As a result,
those generic singles boxes averaged
198 bluebirds fledged per 100 boxes,
and the paired boxes averaged 129.

1t should be noted that the rype of nest
box used by each monitor is not iden-
tical in each spacing calegory.

However, in this study, a similar blue-
bird productivity pattern was observed
when comparing just the Peterson box-
type in each spacing category. For ex-

ample, on a slalewide Dbasis, widely
spaced single Petersons had a bluebird
productivity of 269, and the crowded-
single Petersons had a blueburd produc-
tivity of 164, West zone widely spaced
Petersons had a bluebird productivity
of 315 bluebirds fedged per 100 hoxes,
and the crowded-single Petersons there
had 188. The East Zone widely spaced
single Petersons had a bluebird produc-
tvity of 205, and the crowded-singles
had 127.

There are some sharp differences in
perception among some bucoird coni-
munities about the difference in blue-
bird productivity of paired and sirg!e
boxes. This study helps explain why.
The data shows that if a comparison
were (o be made between the Rluebird
preductivity of paired boxes and single
boxes spaced-apart hetween 100 feer
and 300 feer, not much difference in
box productivity 1s observed berween
them. The large difference in bluebird
productivity appears only in the com-
parison between paired boxes and
widely spaced single boxes (100 yards
apart, ¢r more).

It should be mentioned that this study
does not establish the extent of a male




Tree Swullow's territory. It does re-
flect the picture provided by Drs.
Whitttngham and Dunn that the area
ol the male Tree Swallow’s territory
very likely extends beyond the previ-
ously documented 100 feer (30
meters).

Sumimary

In 2002 in Wisconsin crowded-single
bluebird nest boxes were little more
than half as productive of bluebirds
as widely spaced singles boxes, on
statewide average. The data also
showed that crowded-single boxes, on
average, had about the same bluebird
productivity as paired boxes, on state-
wide average. For the Pelerson box,
the most widely used box type in Wis-
consin, crowded-single bluebird pro-
ductivity was only about 61 percent
of that of widely spaced single
Petersons, on average statewide.

We believe this study confirms the va-
lidity of what BRAW and its monitors
and others have been advising for
years, namely — space your bluebird
nest boxes as singles boxes at least
100 yards apart.

(This article is an adaptation of the
report first published in the Wiscon-
stn Bluebird, Spring Issue, 2003, Page
13, My thanks fo all those Wisconsin
monitors who presented data used in
this study.)

(Joseph O Halloran is chairman of the
Bluebird Restoration Association of
Wisconsin Daia Collection and Analy-
sis Commiitee. He can he veached by
e-mail at JOEOHALLOR@aol.com

5

-...
—r
N

7 TOOLS FOR OBIAINING AND
WORKING THE MATERIAL,

‘.-,--.-..‘_.,q_,”\
LRt

—
»
e

l/(/

N

1 THE BLOCLK 9AWED
AROQUNE (10 DOTTED LINE)
AND SPLIT IN TWO.

6 THE “ARTIFICIAL
WOODPECKER HOLE"
IN PLACE- NOTE
FASTENINGS FOR
FRONT,- W00 PEGS.

3,4,AND 5 SHOW THAT

A NEST IS NOT DISTURGED
BY OPENING HOUSE TO
INSPECT.

; 2 HOLLOWED ouT
HOLES DRILLED FOR
ENTRANCE "o FOR

FASTENING PEGS. S j

The drawings come from a 1931 pamphlet entitled “Bird Houses™ by Edmund

J. Sawyer. It was published by the Cranbrook Institute of Sciences in
Bloomlield Hills, Michigan. The author at that time described this as “the best and
most simple form of artificial nesting site.” With dimensions appropriate to the
species, he wrote, “this is the most generally attractive type of house for all spe-
cies excepling Purple Martin. Tt is the type especially suited lor the chickadee,
nuthatch, and Tufted Titmouse ™ As the drawing shows. a section of log was cut,
then split vertically. The nesting cavity was hollowed from both halves. which
then were joined and kept closed by a peg arrangement. The box could be
opened for examination by manipulating the pegs. An entrance hole was created.
The box in the drawing was mounted by returning the cut log section to the stub
from which it caine.

Tllis diagram shiows you how to construct the nest box shown on our cover.




Primer on House Sparrow control

o vou have House Sparrow

problems? Are these pests, not
native to North America, taking nest
boxes vou hoped would provide nest-
ing sires for bluebirds of other native
bird species?

The North American Bluebird Society
has information on House Sparrow
control. There are options available
when dealing with sparrow problems.
Given the widespread problems caused
Iy House Sparrows, NABS believes it
is the responsihility of every nest-box
trail operator to ensuic that no House
Sparrows fledge fromn their boxes. It is
better to have no nest box than to have
one which fledges sparrows,

House Sparrows are very abundant in
North America, and perhaps the most
widely distributed bird species on the
planet. House Sparrows are not actu-
ally sparrows, but are Qld World
Weaver Finches, a family of birds noted
for their ingenious nest-building abili-
fies.

House Sparrows were introcluced into
North America from England in the
1850s on e mistaken premise that they
would help reduce crop insect pests.
At first, the new immigrants welcomed
this little bird of their homeland. Within
25 veurs, however, they reafized the
seriousness of their mistake- the House
Sparrow population had mereased at
an explosive and alarming rate, and the
birds were causing extensive damage
to crops and fruit trees. They were also
taking over the nesting sites of native
cavity-nesting birds.

The breecling season for House Spar-
rows begins early in the spring or even
in midwinter, and each pair may pro-
duce up to four broods a season. The
male House Sparrow’s bond with his
nest site is stronger than his bond with
a mate. He may lose a mate, but he
won't give up his nest site

Although they usually prefer to nestin
a cavity, House Sparrows will settle for
any nook or cranny they can find. They
will also occasionally nest in conifer-
ous frees and in the nests of Cliff Swal-
lows and Northern Oricles.

The male consuucts a bulky, doeoe-
shaped cest of coarse grasses, weeds,
hair, and feainers. The lemale lays three
to five white "brown speckled egas and
incubates for 11 to 14 days. The young
sparrows (ledge after 14 to 10 days.
These birids are not migratory, hut
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flocks of birds move about within an
area of a mile or two.

House Sparrows are primarily seed-
eaters, although they eat some insects
during the summer. They will also dine
on garbage. Feedlots and farmsteads
are particularly attractive o sparrows
as they provide an abundant source of
food, as well as shelter and plenty of
nesting sites.

Control of sparrows on o bluebird trail
can be either passive (1aking preven-
tative measures when placing the box
to deter sparrow use) or aggressive
(taking measures after the box is in
place and sparrows are using it).

PASSIVE CONTROL

Box location is the most crucial factor
in controlling sparrows on a bluchird
trail. The House Sparrow's Latin nate,
Passer domesticus. apily desciilyes s
preferred nesting halbits — around
houses Avoid placing Doxes near farm-
steads, feedlots, barns, old out-huld-
ings, erc. Boxes placed in or around
villages, towns or citics will likely he
claimed by House Sparrows. It spar-
rows do take up residence. one op-
tion 15 to relocate the box to a site L
ther away from human occupation.

Sparrows may avoid a nesting site if
the box i= placed 100 low 1o the ground
{three to five feet). However, since
hoxes placed this low run the risg of
being raided by raccoons, cars, ar atbier
climbing predators, this is a feasible
option only where there are no climb-
ing predators.




Plugging the entrance hole — Plug-
ging the entrance hole of a box taken
over by sparmows will prevent the male
from using that specific box, and might
even encourage him to move €lse-
where Some bluebird trail operators
plug the entrance hole at the end of
the nesting season and leave il plugged
until the bluebirds arrive in the spring.
This will prevent sparrows [rom roost-
ing in the box during the winter, and
then staking an early claim in the
spring.

Use of Gilbertson PYC boxes — Al-
hough Gilbertson PVC boxes are not
100 percent sparrow resistant, House
Sparrows seem to be reluctant to use
them. If PVC boxes are paired with a
wooden box, sparrows tend to choose
the wooden box. If you 4re trving to
attract bluebirds in an area where you
suspect sparrow problems, it might be
wise to start off with the PVC box.

Eliminating feeding and nesting
sites — Problems on a nest box trail
can be reduced if the overall, local
House Sparrow population can be re-
duced. This can be achieved hy taking
control imeasures at bird feeding sta-
tions (use of sparrow-proof feeders;
avoiding cheap, mixed bird seed that
contains a high percentage of filler
grains, such as mile, millet or cracked
corn, or use of monofilament line
around seed feeders), as well as seal-
ing up all potential winter roosting and
SUMIMET NEsting sites.

AGGRESSIVE CONTROL

Regular monitoring — Regular nest
box monitoring is the most effective
way 1o control House Sparrows. 1F spar-
row nests are regularly removed, no
young will {ledge from the box. How-
ever, the male will tenaciously defend
his box. and wil usually keep rebuild-
ing his nest. He will also drive off any
other bird that might express an inter-
est in the box. Therefore, 1L is impor-
tant to eliminate the male. This is usu-

ally accomplished using an in-box trap.

In-box trapping — Three waps that
work well are the basic Huber-style,
the Gilbertson universal trap, and the
Van Ert trap.

Do not set an in-box trap until a spar-
row has lmd claim to that box. Once
he has claimed it, he will not allow
any other species inside. The male spar-
row will be more likely o0 enter the
box if a small amount of nesting mate-
rial is left in the bottom or tucked in
the entrance hole. However, be care-
ful that the nesting material does not
interfere with the trap. The trap must
be checked at least every two hours
because there is the remote possibility
that a bluebird or other native cavity-
nester may have entered the box.

To remove a trapped House Sparrow
from a box, place a clear garbage bag
over the entire box, closed it tighlly at
the bottom, and remove the trap with
the bag still over the box. Once the
trap is removed, the sparrow will fly
into the bag. This is a much easier
method than trying to reach into the
box and caten the sparrow by hand.

Since House Sparraows are classified as
pests and are not protected by federal
law, they should be quickly and hu-
manely dispaiched as soon as they are
captured. Do nol consider relecating
the bird, as this just relocates the prob-
lem. The dead sparrows can be frozen
and given [0 raplor recovery centers
Lo feed their injured raptors.

Multi-bird trapping — There are sev-
eral ways 1o trap a large number of
birds.

Ground traps: These traps are easy
to construct, and ean hold a large num-
ber of birds. Approximartely 10 birds
should be kept in the cage of the trap
al all times to act as decoys. These de-
coys can be attracted into the tap by
bait:ing them with while feathers, grain,
bread scraps, white proso millet, mixed
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bird seed or cracked corn in it. A small
murer placed in the bail compartment
of the trap helps to lure the sparrow
in. Food, water, and shelter must be
provided at all times.

Since sparrows are gregarious, the suc-
cess of cage raps depends on the birds
being attracted to the food and o each
other. For this reason, the trap works
least effectively in areas with a high
initial population. Used continuously
once the population is under control,
its effectiveness, though varied
throughout the course of the year, is
usually consistent. These raps are es-
pecially effective during the winter, and
when juvenile birds are abundant in
mid-summer.

Cage traps: Basically, these consist of
nest boxes atop a wire cage. The nest
box has as hinged floor, which tips the
bird down into the cage below.

Drop traps: These simply drop down
over a flock of [eceding sparrows, can
also be used once the sparrows are
coming into an arez regularly to feed.

I'he Cedar Valley Live Trap: This is a
repeatable trap that has a small
"catcher” area that opens through a
one-way trap door 10 a large holding
pen. This permits the capture of u lurge
number of birds.

IMPORTANT. All multi-bird traps must
be checked daily to ensure that the
trapped sparrows have adequate food,
water, and sheller, and in case a native
spatrow or other songbird becomes
trapped. Native birds should be re-
leased immediately. The male House
Sparrow is very easy o wdentify, but
the females are quite similar to some
species of native sparrows and (o fe-
male House Finches. Check a bird book
if necessary.

(This material was lakew from the NABS
web site, a source of much belpful in-

Jormation about bluebirds. Go 1o

www. nabluebirdsociety.org.)




Bases, bombs, and bluebirds

By Chris Eberly

wenty-five million acres of land,

much of it undeveloped, is man-

aged by the United Stites De-
partment of Defense (DoD). This land
is often used as @ salery or security
bulfcr. Some of it also contains blue-
bird nest boxes. A surprising number
of bluebirds and other cavity-nesters
are raised on these acres, often in prox-
ity 1o hardware not associated with
bluebirding

A total of abour 1,300 Eastern Bluebird
boxes are documented on 26 military
sites (two sites in the west are not in-
cluded in this surnmary). Individual
sites hac anywhere lrom 10 o 400
boxes. Eleven of these sites had data
of fledglings, which ranged from only
one yedr (o moere than 20

For the period 1990 through 2003, these
11 sites fledged over 24.000 bluebirds!
This averaged our to 313 bluebirds
fledged per year for eacl: site. or even
more specifically, 2.98 bluebirds per
box ut each site each year (all clutches
combined ),

Doing some extremely advanced ex-
rrapolations, if this average held at the
other 15 sites, too, for the period 1990
to 2003, these 20 military sites svould
have fledged roughly 7000 bluebirds.

Throughout the Americas, habitats that

haost high-priority and federally listed
bird species are becoming increasingly
threatened by development Militiry
installations often exist as oases of habi-
tat in the midst of fragmented and de-
veloped landscapes.

The DoD Partners in Flight progiain is
compiling data on grassland and other
habitatl types found on military lands
threughout the country. Among spe-
cies of interest, bluebirds were among
those that we had not previously docu-
mented in detail. The information pre-
sented here about bluebirds is only a
first cut at obtaining a hetter under-
standling of their presence on military
lands.

Volunteers keep bluebird trails running
at many military sites. (Other sites ap-
propriate for bluebirds do not have
anyone available to monitor nest boxes.
Volunieer opportunities are availahle).
I had the opportucity o talk svith sev-
eral hluebirders that T would describe
as extremely dedicated and enthusias-
tic.

Bill Davis now maintains the trail on
Gator Lakes Golf Course on Elgin Air
Force Base in Florida. Bill, recipient of
the John and Norah Lane Award for
Bluebird Conservation ut the March
2003 NABS meeting, and Lt Col. Ed
Goertz {retr.) cruse the trail in a golf

cart. They've made [ricnds with many
golfers, but are still wary of the alliga-
tors they occasionally encounter dlong
e way.

NABS Board member Tena Taylor
alerted me to the dedication of 81-yeur-
old Sarah Willis, who nunaeed 78

boxes at Camp McCain 1 Mississippi
for 11 years. Sarah, who recently re-
tired from her duties, received the na-
tional Environmental Volunteer Award
fromi the Army National Guard. Shirley
Halk talks passionately abourt the 196
boxes she maintaing at Fort Indiantown
Gap in Pennsylvania, The site produces
an average of 800 bluebirds a year
highest of any siie for which ! received
clata.

And Willie Williams talks about the 62-
mile trail at Avon Park Alr Force Range
in Florida Don and Clarise Ford started
the trail in 1991, which now has 100
boxes Don's work with the trail was
so highly regarded that 4 memorial was
erected o his honor after his passing.
[ hope to present a few site profiles in
tuture issues of Bluebird to highlight
the work of a number of these dedi-
cated individuals.

In addition to blucbirds, nest huxes
successfully fledged many olier spe-
cies, including  Brown-headed
Nuthatch, Carolina and Black-capped

Over 24,000 bluebirds have been fledged on U.S. military
land since 1990. Volunteers are needed at some sites.
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chickadee, Carolina and House wren,
Tree Swallow, Tufted Titmouse, Great-
crested Tlycatcher, several woodpecler
species, and, of course, the occasional
House Sparrow, They also host deer
mice, ants, wasps, bees, and flying
squirrels.

Many sites install nest boxes for other
species, including Purple Martin, Wood
Duck. American Kestrels, screech-owls,
hats, swallows, chickadees/titmice, and
quite a few Prothonotary Warbler
boxes.

Military lands represent an incredible
diversiry of habitats
forests and meadows to coastal beaches
and cliffs and they harhor excep-
tional biclogical diversity due 1o the
wide range of training environments
and stratey’c locations requirvd to en-
sure the defense of our country.

{rom mounlain

Although DeD-managed lands repre-
sen! only about three percent of ilie
total [ederal land inventory, their lands
and waters are home to more than 300
federally listed threatened and endan-
aered specics. Accerding o Peter
Brice, head of 2oD's conservation pro-
grum, "Dol)'s nawiral resource manage-
ment challenge is to guarantee contin-
ued access 1o our land, air, and water
for realistic military training and test-
ing. while ensuring that the resources
entrusted te its care remain healthy and
available for use by future generations
ol bumans and non-humans alike.”

Realistic training of our armed forces
requires the vse of air-to-ground ord-
nance, tracked vehicles, ship-to-shore
ordnance, and amphibicus assault
maneuvers :hat can take a toll on the
environment. However, this training
also provides the huffers thar are rich
in hiodiversity.

The Dol» Partners in Flight program
(web address www.dodpif.org) offers
a coordisted framework for incorpo-
rating the goals and obiectives of the

Bluebird trail along old caitle fenice at Beale Air Force Base, north of
Sacramento, California. (Phota: Bruce Reuthardt)

Although military
lands represent only
about three percent
of the total federal
land 1nventory, their
lands and waters are
home to more than
300 threatened and
endangered species.

national Partners in Flight bird conser-
valion strategy into natural resource
management plans at each military in-
stallation.

The military benefits from having open
grasslund areas for weapons testing,
parachute drop zones, landing zones,
enginecering training sites, and muneu-
ver areas, for example, Not surprisingly.
these same lands provide significant
habitat for grassland bird species.

in fact, an analysis conducted by (he
Center for Conservation Riology at the
College of William and Mary found that
the best and most extensive grassland
habitars 1 the state of Virginia arc on
military lands. Throughout the coun-
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iy, military training requirements cre-
ate expansive early successional (grass-
land} hahitats not found elsewhere.

Direct avian mortality from tra‘ning
actvities is surprisingly +inimal. In a
three-year study (2000-2002) on Fort
McCoy. Wisconsin, 272 nests of grass-
Jand birds were monirored. Of the 152
nests thar fuiicd, 125 failed due to pre-
darion, and only six (2.2%) due o ¢
turbance froa military activities.

15-

Across the LS., over 90 percent of nu-
tive grasslands have been lost. Much
ol these ocewr-ed in Greal Plains, where
Eastern Bluebirds likely increased i
the early 1900s ir ~2sponse to human-
induced increases in trees on former
grasslands.

In Wisconsin, oak savannas, which
gave way 1o open prairic-like vegeta-
tion, covered abour 20 percent of the
state 4t the time ot Eurepean scttle-
menl. However, over the past 150
years, all but 400 of the original est-
mated 630,000 acres ol prairie have
cdisappeared!

Fort McCoy is a 60,000-acre military
hase in west central Wisconsin, Deirse
forests and semi-open woodlands
cover about 47 000 acres. However, it
is the 10,000 acres of sand prairie and
Continued on page 14




— bases

Continued from page 13

grasslands thar deserve special aiten-
tion. Sixty-five percent of the perma-
nent grassland and harrens in Wiscon-
sin that exist as large blocks occur here.
Sixteen grassland-associated bird spe-
cies breed here, including eight spe-
cics of management concern.

As you might expect. bluebirds thrive
here. From 1979 through the early
19905, over 100 bluebird hoxes were
mainrained and monitored. Although
the number is now around 62, these
baxes are still maintained and are quite
productive. At Fort McCoy and other
mititary installations, availakility of vol-
unteer help often limits the number of
hoxes maintained.

Some 450 miles to the southwest, the
100,000-acre Fort Riley sits at the edge
of what used to be 56 million acres of
tallgrass prairie in Kansas. The fort’s
50,000-acre block of tallgrass is now
considered the largest contiguous tract
remaining.

Were it not for the military taining
mission that requires large, open lands,
one of the best hahitats for Henslow's
Sparrow and other prairie species may
well have suffered the same [ate as so
much of the historic tallgrass prairie.
Although I don't have the specific num-
bers yet, bluebirds are common breed-
ers on Fort Riley.

In some cases, public access is avail-
able to view bluebirds and other wild-
life. In other cases, access s limited o
prearranged visits. One way to obtain
access is to volunteer o help with a
site’s Dluebird taill There are many
opportunities o become involved and
play a key role in the success of blue-
bird nest baxes on military lands.

if there is a military, Army Comps or
National Guare site near you, consider
contacting the natural resouices or

Field work on military bases can offer unigue cpportinities! This photo was
letker ai Ft. McCoy in Wisconsin, (Photo by Susan Vos.)

environmenta! staff o inquire about
bluebird hoxes on the site. Contact the
DoD Partners in Flight office (see con-
tact info at end) if you have questions
about an installation, or have the in-
stallation staff contact me about blue-
hirds an their installation.

In addition, there often are opportuni-
ties o educate people on a base about
Dluebirds through programs for kids
and adults. Who knows, you might end
up with a lot of eager helpers and 2
successlul bluebird trail.

(Chris Eberfy is Program Manager for
the Department of Defense Partners in
Flight program. He handies non-game
bird issues for military lands through-
out the 0.5 covering landbirds,
wakerbirds. and shorebirds. He Is «

Sformer president of the Oconee Rivers

Audubon Society in Athens, Georgid,
where be belped maintain thai group's
bluebird frail in the State Botanical
Gardens. He can be reached ot
ceberly@dodpif.org or 540/253-5675.)

A membership in NABS
makes a wonderful

GIFT

You give a lifetime of pleasure when you
introduce someone to bluebirds
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Nest-box design
and construction

NABS offers directions on how to do it correctly

ere are bluebird nest-box

specifications. This informa

tion comes from the web site
ol the North American Bluebird Soci-
ety. You can learn more about nest
boxes and bluebirds by visiting
www, nabluebirdsociety.org,

Materials:

e 3/ tinch wooden boards or PVC pipe
with attachable wooden roofs are com-
monty used for bluebird boxes.
Peterson boxes often use 2 x 4 inch
bourds.

* Do not use pressure reated woocl
because they include toxic compounds.
» Paper milk carton style or corrugated
carcdlboard hoxes are unacceptable.

e Woods such as redwood and cedar

are long-lasting even when left natu-

ral.
Entry Holes:

e Fastern Bluebirds use 1-1,2 inch
round holes, 1-3/8x2-1/%inch vertical

— 4" — -

- 914

-

oval holes, or 1-1/8-inch horizontal slot
entrances.

¢ Western and Mountain Bluebirds use
1-9/16-inch round openings.

* Where the ranges of the species over-
lap use 1-9/16-inch round openings.

¢ Oval holes should only be used in

A 1x6 board four feet long, cut as
shown below, with the addition of a
roof O-1/4x10-1/2, makes the nest
box pictured above. The entrance
hole shown is 1-1/2 inches round.

H|~——— 9 3/8"

- 10 1/4"

eastern bluehird boxes with moderate
1o small dimensioned boxes to reduce
the possibility of starling use.

Floor Sizes:

* Eastern Bluebirds: floors in wogklen
boxes should be approximately 4x4
inches or 5x5 inches (Peterson style
boxes are somewhat smaller), loors of
circular boxes (such as PVC pipe)
should be approximartely 4 inches in
diamerer.

e Western or Mountain Bluebird boxes
should be ar least 5x5 inches or 5-1/2
%x5-1/2 inches to accommaoclate Jarger
clutch sizes.

Access:

e [t is imperative that all biuebird nest
boxes open readily from the top, side,
or front to faciitate box monitoring and
cleaning.

oIf box sides or front pivot 1o allow
access to the box, they should do so at

Continued on page 16

FLOOR SIDE

L s

FRONT

THE REMAINDER
OF THE BOARD IS
USED FOR THE BACK




— nest boxes

Continued from page 15

as high a pownt as possible to ensure
thal you can observe tall nests without
the door obstructing vour view.

* A screw or angled naif in a pre-drilled
nole should be provided o ensure that
mammalian predators can not readily
open the nest box.

Colors:
* Natural wood is acceptable.

e If painted or stained, use light colors
(0 minimize having the hax overheat
during warm weather in areas where
overheating is likely.

Water-resistance/drainage:

s With the exception of the Pelerson
box, drainage holes must be provided
in the box bottom to allow any rain
entering the box to drain and to pro-
vide air circulation 1o keep nesting
material dry.

e The box should be water-tight.

* The roof should provide sufficient
overhang beyond box entrance or vent
holes to minimize possibility of rain
entering these openings.

e The root should cover top edge of
the box back unless other features
eliminate any possibility of rain enter-
ing the joint between back and roof of
box even if the wood warps.

Heat/cold protection:

* Vents providing cross ventilation
should be present near the box peak.
These openings should be protected
from rain by having the box roof over-
hang a sufficient amount to minimize
precipitation entering the box,

» Dark colors should be avoided to
minimize overheating.

» [t should be possible to plug or cover
vent holes during cold weather peri-

Advertise
in Bluebird

Advernising space in Bluebird 15 available
and productive Owr rates are reasonable.
and our audience is receptive to blue-
bird-related products Here is the adver-
nging price schedule:

= One-sixth page — $62.50

* One-third page — S114

+ Two-thirds page — $194

» Full-page ad — $245

Advertising scheduled for all four issues
ina calencla year earns 4 15 percent cis-
count.

For more mformation and (o schedule
your advertising, contact Lisa Bulick at
NABS headquarters, 330/359-5511 or
lisabulick@pabtuebirdsociety.org

Jan. 31 next
deadline for Bluebird

The deadline for the Spring 2004
issue of Bluebird is Jan. 31, 2004,
Earlier submissions always are ap-
preciated. The editor preters to
receive material by e-mail (no af-
tachments, please) at two-
jays@.atl.net. Postal address is Jim
Williams, 345 Ferndale Road N,
Wayzata, MN 55391, Include a
self-addressed stamped envelope
if you wish return of manuscripts
or photographs. Letters to the
editor are welcome Letters may
be edited for length and content.

ods early in the nesting period.

» Long roof overhangs minimize the
possibility of sun, rain, or snow enter-
ing the box.

Predator deterrence:

» The box should he easy to mount
on a predator-resistant post in areas
with raccoons or cats.

* A 5-inch roof overhang above the
entrance hole reduces the possibility
of raccoon or cat predation,

* Wooden guards placed over the en-
try hole are not effective in eliminat-
ing raccoon predation.

* Boxes mounted on heavily greased
pipes or on waxed metal electrical con-
cluits will deter many climbing preda-
Lors.

» Mounting boxes less than 5 feet from
the ground increases the opportunities
for climbing or jumping predators ©
raid the nest.

s Wooden posts. ungreased pipes,
short PVC pipes are readily climbed by
nest predators such as raccoons.

Mounting:

* Boxes should be designed so that
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they may readily and securely be
mounted on a support post such as
water pipe or electrical conduit,

» Fence posts are acceptable mounts
only in areas where raccoons are rare.

* Having the back extend beyond the
main box body below or above the box
will allow you to artach the box with
screws, nails, pipe clamps, wires, or u-
bolis.

Perches:

» Perches should never be used on any
bluebird boxes because they are not
needed by bluebirds and only facili-
tate harassment by non-native species
such as House Sparrows.

Inner walls:

* Interior walls should not be painted
or stained.

e The front wall below the entrance
hole should feature a rough surface to
facilitate chicks climbing 10 the entry
hole.

Parasite control:

e Nest boxes with raised screen floors
may reduce blowfly infestations but this
has not been proven conclusively.




Banders track age of Mountain Bluebirds

By Don Stiles

hat is the longevity of the
hiuebirds and Tree Swallows
that we {ind in our nest

boxes?

Five-year-old Mountain Bluebirds and
Tree Swallows are recaptured by bird
handers in the Calgary area in most
years. We say recapture because a band
must be applied a first time to estab-
lish a reference point to be consulted
when future captures are made.

We find that four-year-old Dbirds are
much maore common, which suggests
that four vears is a reasonable life ex-
pectation for the bluebirds and swal-
lows using our nest boxes.

Every year since 1996, bird banders in
the Calgary area have captured an
eight- or 1 aine-year-old Tree Swallow.
The record for longevity for Tree Swal-

This cavi

By Douglas R. Wood

lthough Brown-headed Cow
birds rarely parasitize cavity-
nesting species, Prothonotary
Jarblers are frequently a host to cow-
bircl eggs. In June 2003, 1 abserved an
unusual response to cowbird parasit-
ism of a Prothonotary Warbler nest at
the Tishomingo National Wildlife Ret-
uge in south-central Oklahoma. The
warblers buried the cowbird egg within
the nest.

Monitoring a nest with four Prothono-
tary Warbler eggs, 1 noticed a Brown-
neaded Cowbird egg in the clutch af-
ter the third egg was laid. The host war-
blers initially accepted the cowhbird egg
into their clutch, but five days later the

lows reported to the bird banding of-
fice in Laurel, Maryland, is a bird 11
years old, found at Long Pointl, Onrario.

For Mountain Bluebircls, the oldest bird
recaptured was six years oid, and the
last one of these was in 1998, How-
ever, we have learned that other places
in Alberta have records of older blue-
birds recaptured.

Southern Alberta Mountain Bluehird
Trails from Lethbridge, Alberta, has a
record of a seven-year-old Mountain
Biuebird, Ellis Bird Farm has records
of two Mountain Bluebirds eight years
old, one banded as a voungsier, the
other as an adult. The adult could have
been older then eight.

I began banding Mountain Bluebirds
and Tree Swallows on my bluebird
irails in 1981. There are 19 active band-

ers working with me. Some band only
a few birds each year, and some band
only Mountzin Bluebirds.

The cne who bhands the most burds
cach yedr is George Loades, who be-
gan banding in 1986. His average uum-
ber of birds banded per year (from his
350 nest boxes) from 1996 to 2000 was
777 Mountain Bluchirds (60 adults andd
717 young) and 754 Tree Swallows (87
adules and 667 young). The adults we
band are primurily femaes because
they are easv to capture when they are
brooding their eggs. Males are occa-
sionally caught when they go in to feed
the young,.

(Don Stiles, 20 Lake Wapta Kise SE,
Calgary, AB T2] 2M9 Don is the Mas-
fer Permiltee for banders on Calgary
Areat Bluebird Trails.)

-nester thwarts cowbird

cowbird egg disappeared. | assumed
the warblers had removed i

Eight days after hatching, removing the
chicks for banding, 1 found the cow-
bird egg buried vnder the nest mate-
rial. The egg clearly was buried. It con-
tained a partiaily developed embivo

Of the 40 Prothonotary Warbler nests |
monitored, only one was parasitizec
by cowbirds, Cowbirds were abundant
throughout the study site.

Prothonotary Warblers accept cowbird
cags but often abandon that nest. This
pair buried the cowbird egg, and con-
tinued incubating, producing 4 success-
ful clutch without re-nesting.
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The following literatwe was used in prepara-
tion ol ths article

Burgham, M C. J, and I Pieman. 1989 Effect
ol Brown-headed Cowbirds on the eveluuon
of Yellow Warbler anu-parasite strawgics  Ant-
mal Behaviour 38 298-308

Clarle, K L., and R | Robertson. 1981 Cow-
bird parasiisin and evoluton of and-pirisite
strategies in the Yellow Warbler, Wilson Bui-
letin $3:249-238.

Petit. L [ 1991, Adapove tolerance of cow-
bird purasitism Iy Prathonotary Warblers: o
consequence of nestite hminton”  Ammal
Behaviow 41 425432,

( Douglas K. Wood Southeastern Okla-
boma State Uniiversity, 1405 N. 4th Ave.,
PMB 4068, Durant, QK 74701-0609,
A80/745-2272; fax 580/745-7459: e-
mail dwood@sosu edu.)



American Kestrels share & \+ %

trail with bluebirds

By John Hickerson

tunity to study American Kestrels

nesting among Eastern Bluebirds.
The bluebird population was that of a
138 acre farm — the one on which 1
live — and the study involved only one
event of kestrel nesting amidst the
farm’s 14 or so nesting pairs of blue-
birds.

In 2003, T had the fortunate oppor-

This event and its effects on the blue-
bird population were closely moni-
tored, and no evidence was seen to
suggest that the kestrel nesting ad-
versely affected the nesting success of
the bluebird population.

The following is summarized from my
observations.

Nesting Territoriality

* At no time were kestrels seen 1o be
aggressive towards bluebirds or other
small irds.

s Kesirels avoided use of bluebird ter-
ritories where confronted by aggres-
sive bluebirds.

¢ Kestrel aggression against hawlks,
especially that against Sharp-shinned
and Cooper's Hawks, was undoubtedly
of benelit to the bluebird population.

Social Behavior

* Throughout kestrel nesting, there was
very litlle behavioral activity invelving
bluebirds.

¢ Bluebirds were seen to nest in prox-
imity 1o the kesirels, and in one in-
stance, 4 bluebird pair selected a nest-
box and constructed a nest while
kestrels perched atop.

* Postfledging behavior of the kestrels
included perching on bluebird nest-hox
mounting poles and along fences and
ree-rows used by the bluebirds, such
acrivity was without loss to bluebird
nesting, and without inleraction or
predatory attack.

Kestrel Diet

¢ Evidence of the kestrels' diet included
remains of mice, grasshoppers and
dragonflies, and the remains of only
one small passerine.

Trail’s Success

* Bluebirds nested at 80 percent {20/
25y of the sites available to them. In
comparjson, the average for previous
years (1997-2002) combined is 81 per-
cent (145/170).

*The overall nesting success (number
of fledged/number of eggs) for the
bluebird population was 5¢ percent
(66/132). This, though somewhat lower
than the trail's average of 60.3 percent

A kestrel perches atop a bluebird
nest-box-mounting pole. Such
activity was without barm (o the
bluebirds nesting there.
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(707/1,173) for previous years (1997-
2002) combinec, was still within the
range (42-75 percent) of those previ-
oS years.

Conciasion

The American Kestrels and the Eastern
Bluebirds shared habitat, territories and
even the same perches withoul notice-
able harm to one or the other. The
kestrels obviously benefited from the
management of bluebird habitat, while
the bluebirds undoubtedly gained
some benefit from the nesiing territo-
riality of the kestrels. The relationship
between the two species could, there-
fore, best be described as mutually
beneficial.

(Jobn . Hickerson can be reached at
15 Slare Pencil Hill Rd., Newton, NJ
07860.)

References: Bortolottl, G.R 1994, Effect of
nest-hox size on nestsile preference and re-
production m Amercan Kestrels, . Raplor Re-
search 28: 127-133. Smaltwood J. A and DM
Bird. 2002, American Kestrets (Faleo
sparvernus). In The Buds of North America,
No. 602 (A Poole and FGill, eds.). The Birds
of North AmericaIne , Philadelphia, PA,

This American Kestred. in hand, is 22 days old. Photos by John Hickerson.

against entry of prevailing rains.

traps could easily injure kestrels,

day of nestling development.

Building a kestrel nest box

Nest boxes for kestrels can easily be constructed from dimensioned lum-
ker, 2x10 or 2x12 inch. Boxes should have a three-inch entrance hole,
and a hole-to-floor depth of 16 inches or so. Use of a three-inch hole will
exclude Wood Duck competition. The box floor should be covered with
a two-inch depth of wood shavings to cushion and insulate the eggs.

Boxes should be mounted at a minimum height of 10 feet, and oriented

In-box starling traps (Van Ert) should not be used, according to kestrel
expert and author John A, Smallwood, Ph.D, who says that use of such

Nest of kestrels may be monitored, even frequently, up until the 22nd
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Bluebirds in Yonkers

For the first time in at least 50 years,
Eastern Bluebirds this summer success-
fully nested in Yonkers, New York. At
least two fledglings were raised in a
nest box placed and monitored by the
Hudson River Audulzon Society.

Joe O'Connell and wife Ellen chaired
the chapter’s initial Bluebird Commit-
tee and built about 60 bluebird houses
for the project. “We are very fortunate
that Westchester County maintains 4
comminment to preserving and protect-
ing open space that provides the habi-
lat needed by this native species,” sail
Mr. O'Conpell.




Bluebird News from Shore to Shore

Keith Kridler, co-founder of the
Texas Bluebird Society and co-author
of the book The Bluebird Monitor's
Guide, was honored at the Gull Coast
Bluebird Symposium in Beaumont,
Texas, with presentation of the "Cor-
nerstone Award.” The award was cic-
ated to honor Keith for his work for
bluehirds in Texas.

Fifty-four nest-box monitors in
Calgary, tending 3.570 boxes, had
4,913 bleebirds fledge in 2003, along
with 9,052 Tree Swallows. The first fig-
wre is near the group's 10-year aver-
age, the second figure much ligher
than average. Percent of fledglings to
eggs was steady in the 80 percent
range, according to a report from mem-
her Don Stiles.

Also in the Calgary area, bander Jack
Borno has recaptured a Mountain
Bluebird in the same nest box for five
years. The bird was first banded. as an
adult, in 1999,

nhatched and possibly

infertile eggs somctimes

are found in nest boxes.
Keith Kridler of Texas offers
insight in answer to a question
about three batches of unhatched
eggs in one nest: In many bird
species the females often will
mate with other males to give
themselves a better chance for
some of the eggs in a clutch (o
prove fertile. A monogamous bird
can lose an entire breeding sea-
son if her mate is infertile. There
are many reasons for a single
clutch of eggs not to hatch, but
if all three clutches fail 1o hatch,
put the blame on the male.

Judy and Bob Peak of Kentucky
were honored recently with two
awards, the Forest Service Chief's 2003
Volunteer of the Year honor and the
2003 Director's Exemplary Volunteer
Service award. They were recognized
for the time they have dedicated to the
Land Between The Lakes bluebird trail.
For 13 consecutive years, Bob and Judy
have maintained over 150 nesting
boxes.

Members of the Brice Prairie Conser-
vation Association in Onalaska,
Wisconsin, reports 2,001 bluebirds
fleclged in 2003, a new record for the
group. The increase is attributed to
placernent of 200 new nest boxes, re-
cruitment of new trail masters, and by
relocation of hoxes that experienced
problems the vear before.

Mountain Bluebird Trails has re-
ceived an $8000 grant from the Mon-
tana Departrnent of Fish, Wildhfe, and
Parks. The funds will be used to edu-
cate youth and landowners about the
conservation of bluebirds and other
cavity nesters and to purchase nest-box
materials,

Ron (grandpa) and Adam (grand-
son) Ly:ach fledged 87 Mountain Blue-
birds and 21 Ash-throated Flycatchers
from their trail of 34 nest boxes south
of Burley, Idaho.

Red-headed Woodpeckers and
Northern Flickers are on the decline
in Wisconsin, according to a recent
analysis of breeding bird survey infor-
mation. Both species show declines of
from four to five percent per year.
Downy. Hairy, Red-bellied, and
Pileated woodpeckers show increases,
as does Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. The
surveys are taken each spring by vol-
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unteers who drive estallished routes
and count birds seen and heard. The
numbers can be regarded as a rough
inclicator of the species” status.

Bluebirds Across Nebraska (BAN)
soon will have an educational brochure
on American Kestrels, Tt will contain
basic information on the birds, nest
boxes the species will use, monitoring
of boxes, and a description of the In-
terstate 80 kestrel-box trail system.
Denny Cradick, chair of the 1-80 pro-
gram for BAN, is in charge of the bro-
chure effort. Ten more kestrel boxes
were 10 be added 1o the trail this past
fall.

hickadees are take-

charge birds. A note on

the Wisconsin e-mail list
for birders gave this example.
The writer was doing wildlife sur-
veys in California. Birds used two
walering spots. Cne pool was
dominated by Lark Sparrows, the
other by Mountain Chickadees.
The Lark Sparrows allowed
chaos, said the reporter, with
Scrub Jays constantly chasing off
smatler bircds. At the chickacdlee
pool, however, all was well,
When jays came to cause trouble,
the chickadees chased them
away, allowing all birds to drink.

Herb Eighmy of Manhattan, Mon-
tana, delaved some work on his house
for one week after carpenters putting
up sheetrock discovered a bluebird
nest with five young birds. The nest
would have been disturbed had work
continued, so they waited for the hirds
to fledge.




Also in Momntana, state highway 434
between Wolf Creek and highway 200
will be named the Tom and Pat
Matsko Highwav to honor the couple
for 40 years of care for nest boxes along
that stretch of road.

Bluebirders in Bella Vista, Arkansas,
fledged 1,420 Eastern Bluebirds in
2002, just below the record they set
the year before. Since the program
egan in 1979, the frails in this area
have produced 23495 bluebirds. An
additional 819 bluebirds were reparted
for 2002 from neighborhood trails and
individual boxes. This report comes
from Jim Janssen, who guides the pro-
gram,

Over 14,600 birds fledged from nest
boxes maintained by members of the
California Bluebird Recovery Pro-
gram in 2002. Almost halt of those
were Western Bluebirds. In all, 19 spe-
cies of birds used the nest boxes.

A $4,000 gift recently was received by
ihe Mountain Bluebird Trails Con-
servation Society in Alberta. [l came
from the Shell Canada Community Ser-
vice Fund. The gift recognized the con-
tributions of Max Goodfellow, Jim
Huber, Clyde Brown and Fred
Wishneski as bluebird nest-box moni-
tors. The money will be used to pur-
chase computer equipment (o be used
in the group’s bird-banding efforts.

This past year, Mountain Bluebird
Trails members helped Mountain Blue-
birds fledge 3,529 birds.

In Ohio, Mary Ellen and Mel Bolt
were presented the Blue Feather Award
given annually by the Ohio Bluebird
Society for outstanding contributions
to bluebird conservation.

ne of the exciting things about

monitoring bluebird boxes is

thal you never know what you
will find when opening them. My most
unusual discoveries occurred several
years ago. As [ was removing an old
House Wren nest from one of my nest-
ing hoxes, something came out with
the nest and attached itself 1o my T-
shirt. Because it was brown and furry,
I thought it was a mouse.

I remained calmed and stood very still.
Not until it flew off silently into the
woods, did 1 real-

This was an unusual encounter and
quite a thrill, as flying squirrels are rare
here in northeast Oklahoma, and be-
ing generally nocturnal are not often
seen.

— Bob Walshaw, Coweta, Oklaboma

cars of outdoor living had con
ditioned me 1o anticipaie the
unexpected, but this particular
morning yielded no clue of the dra-
matic episode to come. While moni-
toring some nest boxes adjacent o a
stone wall, T almost collided with a

ize that it was a
broswvn bal. [ think
it was as startled as
I was, if not more
S0,

Since that incident,
[ have twice found
a bat roosting in
one of the empty
nesting boxes in
late summer. Both
times the bhat was
hanging upside

W;?Jz! i

large Red Fox
coming through
the wall's entrance,
with a plump rab-
bit in his mouth.
The fox stood ma-
jestically, seem-
ingly unpertubed
by 1ny presence.
No more than six
feet separated us,
but there was an
aura of mutual trust
and tolerance. Af-

down on the inside

of the door of the box. T quickly ook
a few pictures and very gently closed
the box. Bats are amazing creatures,
and it was a thrill to be able to see
them up close.

— Janice Petko, Canion, OH

his spring one of my 35 houses

was nearly full of dead leaves,

and as this is often the mark of
a Tufted Tiumouse nest 1 reached into
the leaves to feel for eggs. Something
Kicked my band out of the way. It was
a mother flying squirrel! Fortunately,
she had not bitten me, but just told me
to get the heck out of there!

Checking carefully, I found that she had
two small babies with eyes still closed.
Before my next nest-check, she had
moved them somewhere else.
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ter a time, the fox
departed toring his prize.

— Robert A. Benson, Stoughton, Mass.

Write to us about
your adventures

Have you ever met a bluebirder
who did not have a good story to
share? This is vour chance to share
with other readers of this maga-
zine. Tell us a short story the cho-
sen subject. Please limit your story
to no more than 250 words.

* Spring 2004 — People you have
met on the trail. Deadline Jan, 31

* Summer 2004 — Weather adven-
tures.

s Fall 2004 — Tricks of the trade.



Annual Support for NABS

The: North Amencan Bluebivd Soaery gratelully acknowledges its mem-
bers who contnibute to NABS via annual financiul gifts above and be-
wimbership ducs. Every donation plays an important part in
supporting the continenl wide bluebid conservition, education, and
research efforts of NABS. NABS i povileged 1o include the following
individuals, corporanons and foundations armong the organization s most

yond their
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Mary Ellen Verer

Cargl Woodson

Elisabeth Zall

Ron Dionne

Elizabelh Holomon

Danny & Sue Thomas

Tell Winghl

Lawra Schachiner

Cindv Sacken

Joanne Cox

Graydon Fox
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John Zemest

Sanrda asan

Jackie Day

Steve Pehkan

Saundrd Tlnxton

Thomas Wheeler

Sharon Cook

Richard Lobenthal

Taines Niederauer

Linca Matihews

Lindda & Fdwin Johnsen
Backyarcd Supply Co, LLC

Lifetime

Maynard Sumoey

Sleven Klemn & Mary Howell
Kathy & Mike Hartke

James MclLochhin

Janer King

Jean & E David Buchanan
Saral Dunn Graham

Sustaining

Gladys Alex

Edgar Bagley

Jack Bares

Andy Beasley Blurbud Farm
Hubert Brandenburg

Robert Collier

Theodore Felsentreger
Andrew Hartley

Don Harwond

Mary Danuel

Evelyn Hopper

Leann Johnson

Donna Legare, Nalive Nursenes
R David Shiels Famly
Diane Chito

Ohlone Audubon Souety
Dauwn Hagan

valuable financal supporiers. The following list recognizes contnbutions
of $35 or more made tus past fiscal year, Nov. 1, 2002, through Oct 31,
2003, Please consider jowming this list of supporters by making an addi-
tional donation using the form on the hack of Bluebiid or sending your
donation with a note that includes your name wd address Thank you for
your contnued support,
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Ohio Bluebird Socety
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Corporate
A& P Bohinsla Inc dba Alexander's
Lawn & Garden Dover, DF
Across The Pond Huntsville, AL
Backy.ard Birds Nalare Shep,
Chifion Park, NY
Baclyard Bounque, Haymarker. VA
Backyard Designs. Nashville, TV
Backyard Nawre Products, Clulton, Wl
Birds-I-View, Madison, TN
Century Tool & Manufacurmg,
Cherry Valley, TL
Copley Feed & Supply. Copley OH
DeHaven Home & Garden, Luna, OH
Duke Power Co/Millcreek € Staton,
Blacksburg, SC
Feathers & Beuks dba Wild Bird Stop,
~North Canton, OH
Gardens Alive!. Lawrencelurg, IN
GlenArbor Golf Club, Bedford, NY
Ken's Cattauls, Bloomshurg, PA
Looker, [nc | Millord, L
Marathon County Sohd Waste, Rmgle, Wi
Michhgan Aulomonve Compressor, Inc.
Parma, Ml
Migranon Slauon, Bamegdr, NJ
Nature House. Inc, Griggsville, IL
Nature's Way Mealworms, Ross, OH
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Ready Farm, Frankln, IL
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Shaw Creek Bird Supply, Cardingron, O
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Tencing The Garden, Inc Mareua, GA
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Wild Bird Center, Suwanee, GA
Wild Bird Centers of America, Glen Echo, MD
Wild Bird House, Topeka, Kb
Wild Bird Seeds & Such, Brielle, NI
Wildlife Gasden, Hudson, OH
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BLUEBIRDING SUPPLIES FROM NABS HEADQUARTERS

ITEM # DESCRIPTION AUTHOR/SOURCE COST | QTY | TOTAI
B-1 The Bluebird Monitor’s Guide Griggs, Kridler, Berger £14.00 ]
B-2 Bluebird Trails — A Guide to Success Darcne Scriven $12.00
B3 The Bluebird Book Don & Lillian Stokes $12.00
[ B4 Enjoying Bluebirds More Julie Zickefoose $4.00
B-5 Mountain Bluebird Trail Monitoring Guide Myrna Pearman $4.00
V-1 Bluebird Basics Video Don & Lillian Stokes $12.00
EP1 Educational Poste{r. & Pocket Field Guide NABS $7.00
| PEGI | Pocket Field Guide NABS $1.50 |
| EP2 E Education Packet NABS $6.00
S5P1 i NABS Bluebird Slide Program NABS -80 slides & script $55.00
Tl : Universal Sparrow Trap Floyd Van Ert $11.00
T8T1 TBT Trails Signs for Nest Boxes NABS $2.00
TOTAL ORDER
OH Residents ONLY add 5% Sales Tax
Shipping Information a

Mame

Address

City
Phone
Card Type

State

| zir |

Expiration Date

Make check pavable to- MNorth American Blucbird Society, Mail your order and check ro: North American Bluebird Society, P.O Box 244,
Wilmot. OH 4468%-0244. Credit card orders can bc mailed, or faxed to: 330 339-5455. You may also place credit card orders by phone
Tues - Fri, 10AM - 5PM, 888 235-1331. Ohio Residents add 5% Sales Tax. All prices include free shipping, We only ship withip the USA

Email

J Mumber

OTHER SOURCES OF BLUEBIRD RELATED ITEMS

In order to make bluebird nest boxes and related items available to NABS members at the Jowest possible cost, we have listed the
names of reliable suppliers who sell quality goods atl reasonable prices. Contact these suppliers directly; o not send these

orders to NABS, These companies do not take credit cards. Visit our website www.nabluebirdsociety.org for photos of ilems
lisred here.

Nest Boxes, Nest Box Kits, Bluebird Feeder — from Ahlgren Construction Inc, o

— PRODUCT . - DESCRIPTION - | COST | sHIPPING SHIP EA ADD |

Peterson Mest Box — Kit Form | Solid Cedar with Hardiboard Sides $1000 $8.00 $200
Peterson Mast Box Assa_n_ll_l_-_--..’ Solid Ceder wih Hardiboard Sides $12.00 $8 00 $200 |

NABS Stvle Box — Kit Form | Solid Cedar, sile bpeming, bottom Inged $10.00 $8 00 3200

NABS Stvle Box Assembled Solid Cedar, side opening, bottom hinged $12.00 $8.00 §2.00
Noel Predator Guard Wire CalCoon Guard $200 5600 5025 ]
" Moel Guard for Peterson Doxes Wire CatfCoon Guard w/ Adaptor = $3.00 $6 00 3028 |
:_W __dail Style Mealworm Feeder Solid Cedar with Dowels $12.00 $7 00 3200 _1

Send check ur money order (o0 Ahlgren Construction Ing, 12989 Otehipwe Ave N, Stillwater, MN 35082, Cannot ship to a post offiee box, must have a sireel
address Cannot ship cutside LUSA MM residents add 6 5% sales tax. To receive these special prices, put “NABS DISCOUNT” on your order

___Gilbertson P¥C and Gilwood Boxes

5 PRODUCT DESCRIFTION COST SHIPFING _SHIFEA ADD |
SL Gilbertson PYC Nest Box FVC Box, Cedar Foof 31200 57.00 | 300

| Gilwood Mest Box - Assembled Cedar, sealed w/ caulk £12.00 58.00 [ 5300

Send check or money order (o0 Steve Gilbertson, 35900 Dove St, Autken, MN 36451, Cannot ship (o a post office box, must have a street address

Cannet ship outside UsA WN residents - add 6.5% sales tax. To receive these special prices, pul “NABS DISCOUNT” on your order

Cedar Valley Ground Sparrow Trap
DESCRIPTION
Large Wood and Wire Trap

PRODUCT

; SHIPPING |
Fepesting Sparrow Trap |

$10.00

COST
$45.00

| S

Send check ur money arder o Alton Cedar Works, 3364 Pennington Ave S, Afton, MN 53001 Cannot ship 1o a post office box Orders musi include phene
number —required by Fed E
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Join/renew NABS today

[ 1M [ M. [ IMs. [ 1A giftsubscription for: Membership level
. [ 1 Regular $20
Name [ ]3-year Regular $55
. . [ ] Family $30
Street Address [ ] Sustaining 935
_ N [ ]Suppomnc $50
City/State/Prov/ZIP [ | Stadent under 21) 515
[ ] 3-year student $40
[ ] Senior (over 60) $i3
Phone ( ) Fax ( ) [ ] 3-year Senior $40
[ 1Contribuling $100
E-masi [ 1Corporale 5125
[ ] Daonor $250
[ ] Life Membership $500

Credit-card charges are accepted:

| | VISA [
Card #

1MC

Date of exp.

Signature

[ 1NABS Endowment Fund Contribution

[ wish to make a tax-deductable contri-
bution to the NABS Endowment Fund,
an endowment fund that perpetually
supports the bluebird conservation

For memberships outside the U.S., piease pay by
VISA/MC or Postal Orders made in U.S. dollars.

Winter

Send completed form and pavment to:

North American Bluebird Society
F.(). Box 244, Wilmot, (OH 44689

38 ol each member’s dues 1> designated For subseniption (o Bluebtrd, publication of NABS.

BLUEBIRD published by

Maorth American Bluebird Society
P.O. Box 244
Wilmot, Ohio 44689

2004

Bluebird is printed on recycled paper.
Please recycle when discarded.

efforts of NABS.

NABS MISSION

The North American
Bluebird Society is a
non-profit conservatian,
education, and research
organization that pro-
moies the recovery of
bluebirds and other
native cavity-nesting
bird species.

Time to renew?

Your address Iabel, below, con-
tains the date your NABS mem-
bership expires. Is it time to re-
new your membership? If so,
piease do it today, using the form
on this page. If you prefer not to
cut the magazine, use a photo-
copy of the form or write on a
sheet of paper the information
requested, and send that with
your payment in the envelope
enclosed with this issue.
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U.S. Postage Paid
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