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Siatia means biuebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, sialia is the Latin-

NORTH AMERICAN ized, neuter plural version of the Greek word
lalia, a noun meaning a “kind of bird.”
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY e

Since the Eastiern Blusebird was the first
bluebird classified by Carclus Linnaeus

Founder (1707-1778), he gave it the species name
Lawrence Zeleny sfalis, though he placed it in the genus
President Mctacilia which is now reserved for the
Chatotte Jernigan wagtails. It was William Swainson {1789-
Vice President 1855), who, in 1827, decided that the blue-
Robert Bodine birds needed a genus of their own within
Treasurer the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
Delos Dupree the generic name Sialia which he simply
Recording Secretary adapted from the species name sia/is which
Douglas LeVasseur Linnaeus had used, Therafore, the scientific
Corresponding Secretary name for the Eastern Bluebird is Sialia
Joseph Tait sialis {proncunced see-akl’-ee-ah see'-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Directors Mountain Bluebird, the two other species
Louis Bruno 1996 within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
Montana icana ana Sialia currucoides (cO0-roo-coy-
Marcia Hoeplner 1896 dees) respectively. All three biuebird spe-
lliinais cies are native only to the North American
T":‘“a:j “:‘(“-YF-‘* 1996 continent, although each inhabits different
ew Yor

regions generally separated by the Rocky

J“;';::ahers 3228 Mountains and by altitudinal preferences.
Joan Harmet 1997
Wlincis
Ray Harris 1997 While the aduit birds all show differing
Alberta plumages, the young of all three species
Jahn T. Monroe, Jr. 1987 look remarkably alike, prominently dispiay-
Mississippi ing spotted breasts and large white eye
A"(‘)F:”?"e" 1227 rings. This similarity in plumage was the
ntano . . o
William R. Davis 1908 prlnc:lpal reason the Sometly chose _the
ohia juvenal bluebird for its logo. Since bluebirds
Richard Hjort 1998 almost always choose to raise their young
Minnesota in small enclosed cavities, a young bluebird
Carol McDaniel 1998 sitting near a nesting box seemed to sym-
Wisconsin bolize our mission. The hope of any species
Bﬂ\f’bafff Stinson 1998 resides in its young. Because of bluebird
irgisnia

nesting preferences, the survival of their
young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a
variety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme of bluebird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring cne
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme will remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.
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is 10617 Graeloch Road, Laurel, Mary-
land 20723.



Presidential Points

Charlotte Jernigan

Birds are a very familiar part of our
everyday lives. In spiing, as the days
grow longer and the foliage stars to
thicken, we turn our aitention from
observing the winter feading area 10
watching songbirds on or on their way to
breeding areas. Going for a walk, enjoying
nature, and being aware of birds'
movements can quile often pay
unexpected dividands.

One morning about six or seven years
ago dedicated NABS member and
wonderful neighbor, Carolyn Fessler,
called to relate a special incident. As sha
passed by a wooded lot, she watched a
Tufted Titmouse enter a long vertical
cavity low on the trunk of an oak tree.
Close observation revealed that she had
discovered an active nest. We have
watched each year since then; every year,
without fail, titmice have nested in that
cavity. In 1985 | watched European
Starlings move up and down along the
narrow opening, but they found no piace
wide enough to allow them ta enter. What
a relief! And what a feeling of tranquility to
stand on the ground and look down to
peer in, knowing that the site had served
the titmice weli and would no doubt
continue to do so.

The Tufted Titmouse (Parus bicolor) is
€ 1/2 inches long and is the largest of the
Narth  Amaerican  titmice. It is quite
common  throughout the  eastern
deciduous woodiands. In fall and winter
they are quite conspicuous as they fiit
along in the company of chickadees and
nuthatches. Locating them in the spring,
howaever, is a different story. Their nests
are difficult to locate, and the birds are
very protective of them. Titmice nest in
natural or excavated cavities and also in
man-made boxes. Moss, fur, leaves, and
grass make a neat, firm nest that is often
adorned with snakeskin. Their five to
seven eggs are a creamy while with
brown spots.
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We  occasionally are  pleasantly
surprised when titmice choose a box on
our bluebird trail. The female incubating
inside that box gives the impression that
she's a tiger. The hissing noises that she
sometimes makes are like hanging out a
sign that says "do not disturb." This liitle
gray bird that sports a crest of gray and a
black forehead is dedicated to the task at
hand and commands respect.

Members of NABS have a long tradition
of bird conservation and enjoy sharing
with others who have similar goals. | shall
never forget an early evening when
Carolyn and | were In her yard. A female
blusbird landed on the top of a nearby
box and stood watching around her. After
a brief time the male arrived and swooped
right into the box. Immediately the female
poppad in right behind him. The two of us
stood with our mouths open. Carolyn
exclaimed, "Well, Bill Bailey, won't you
please come home!” We had a good
laugh and the incident is one thai | often
recall with a chuckle. The day had ended.
All was well.

Learning about the birds in your yard
and then helping somecne else 1o
appreciate them widens the path that
leads to more and better conservation.
Lend a hand to habitat improvement and
let your neighbors know why you are
doing it. =

Sialia, Summer 1996



Mortality of Banded Adult Eastern Bluebirds

T. David Pitts and Robert W, Snow

Federal regulation and coordination of
bird banding in the United Slates and
Canada began in 1920 (Pitts 1994). We
retrieved from the Bird Banding Laboratory
all available records that documented the
death of Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia siafis)
that had been banded during 1920-1990.
We present here a summary of the dates
of monality, causes of death, and
gecgraphic  locations of  monality.
Additionally, we consider the effects of sex
and age on monality.

Methods

In response 10 cur request for banding
and recovery records, Danny Bystrak of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Bird
Banding Laboratory provided us (in March
1993) with records of Eastern Bluebirds
that had been banded during 1955-1930
and records of recoveries for the years
1920-1991. Banding records for the period
1920-1954 had not been computerized
and were not available.

The MNorth American Bird Banding
manual (Canadian Wildlife Service and
US. Fish and Wildlife Service 1991)
defines the term “recovery" as a banded
bird that is killed or found dead and then
repoited 10 the Bird Banding Laboratory.
However, many biologists, including the
writers of the Bird Banding manual, use
the term "recovery' maore generally to refer
to ejther a banded bird 1hat is found dead
or a banded bird that is captured alive
outside of the area where it had been
banded. In fact, the Bird Band Recovery
Report form from the Bird Banding
Laboratory asks whether the bird was
alive or dead at the time the band number
was read. Many of the "recovery" records
we obtained from the Bird Banding
Laboratory actually describe the recapture
of live birds that had been previously
banded.

We entered each recovery record inlo
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a database with files containing: Permit
Number of the Bander, Age When
Banded, Sex, Region Where Banded, Date
Banded, Region of Recovery, Date
Recovered, How Obtained, and Prasent
Condition. By examining the "How
Obtained" and "Present Condition" codes
we determined whether or not a recovery
record referred 1o a dead bird. We
selected for our analysis only the records
of adult birds that had died. We defined
an ‘adult'" as any bird that had lived at
least 90 days. We calculated the age at
which each bird died by subtracting the
date it was banded from the date of its
recovery. Since most bluebirds are
banded as nestllings, the ages we
calculated are probably accurate to within
2-4 weeks uniess a bird was found long
after its death. We did not determine how
many of the birds recovered in a region
had also been banded in that region.

Results and Discussion

We estimate that during 1920-1990
approximately 290,000 Easlern Biuebirds
wera banded. We arrived at this figure by
combining the numbar of Easten
Bluebirds that Klimkiewicz et al. (1983)
repored had been banded through 1981
{140,099) with the annual tatals in the Bird
Banding Laboratory files for 1982-1990
(150,037).

The Bird Banding Laboratory records
indicate that 256,453 Eastern Bluebirds
were banded in 1955-1990, with the
smallest number, 1,062, being banded in
1960 and the largest number, 24,780,
being banded in 1990 (Figure 1). A
tabulation of the number of Eastern
Bluebirds banded each year was not a
major objective of this paper. We feel,
however, that information about the
number of bluebirds banded is important
when attempting o understand variations
in the number of banded bluebirds that
have been recovered.
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Figure 1. Number of Easiern Bluebirds banded each year, 1955-1930.
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Tha probability of & banded bluebird
being found dead or recaptured away
from the area where it was banded is low.
Klimkiewicz et a/. (1983) noted that of the
140,099 Eastern Bluebirds that were
banded prior to 1982, 1,618 (1.15%) had
been recovered. The recovery rate for
many other species is even lower. For
example, the recovery rate for Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers (Polioptila caerulea) was
0.2%, and the recovery rale for Northern
Parulas (Parufa americana) was 0.06%
{Klimkiswicz et al. 1983). The higher
racovery rate for Eastern Bluebirds may
be partially due 1o the facts that (1} they
do not migrate into Ceniral America or
South America where the probability of
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someone finding and reporting the band
number of a dead bird is lower than in the
United States, and (2) they sometimes die
in nest boxes or olher sites where they
are likely to be found by humans,

Dates of deaths

We obtained from the Bird Banding
Laboratory files a total of 1,931 records of
recovered  Eastern  Bluebirds.  We
determined that 725 of these records
represented dead birds. The monthly
mortality totals are given in Figure 2, and
the annual mortality totals are presented in
Figure 3. Fifty-nine percent of the deaths
occurred during the four months of
March-June. Many deaths also occurred

Sialia, Summer 1996



Figure 2. Monlhly mortality of Eastern Bluebirds based on band recoveriss.
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are

in some areas,

beginning their first migration at this time.
Even though these young birds hatched
garlier in the year, many of them are older

than 90 days and are treated as adults in

their parents and

in February. Mortality is known to be high

during this time of year {Piis 1978; Sauer

and Droege 1990), but this is also a time

when more people

nest

inspect their

boxes and are, therefore, more likely to

this paper. Much of the morality at this

find bluebirds that died while roosting or

time of year is not associated with nest

on an early nest. We believe that much of
the morality in February, March, and early

boxes, and therefore, is less likely to be

detected and reported.

April can be atiributed 10 the stress of late

winter and early spring weather.

The number of banded bluebirds found
dead each year has varied greatly. The

We suspect that morality is heavier in
the late summer and early fall months

than indicated in Figure 2. Many young-

general trend, as shown in Figure 3, has

been toward an increase in the number

of recoveries each year. We think this

of-the-year are becoming independent of
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Figure 3. Number of banded Eastern Blusbirds found dead sach year, 1923-1990.

NO. BLUEBIRDS FOUND DEAD
P— N [ #5] B
o a o o o
- i L. L J
a0 =
RTALL
Lo — T
% 1
vezeze
eeleel
SR
% |
A
S AW = ]
KRS
DR A
e
00
0%
R
e
o]
L= R L X
X
o]
2]
—< e ]
g
23
X R 4}
[=X- N
eseee]
% 7o)
< 3
X 3
KK, Y ]
2R XXF ]
[=JENIET. X e
RV
X 1
AXEX]
KARIE RITALLR XR)
2
KX HTICTAR XA
T e
XX Teazere)
7
% X TR, EEAOTIT |
ROTT0%4 200
s 7 3
ow o IO ANTO]

trend is not due to an increased rate of
medality. Instead, we think this trend is to
be expectad as more bluebirds are now
being banded (Figure 1) and mare people
are inspecting roost sites and nest boxes,
thus increasing the probability of finding
dead bluebirds. The numbsr of recoveries
per year has, however, not increased
uniformly. For example, in 1978 high
mortality was recorded, primarily as a
result of the harsh winter weather. But in
1979 and 1980, morality appeared to be
much lower than expected. This is
probanly due to the fact that fewer
bluebirds were alive during these two
years. Some states had record low
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populations during these two years (Pitis
1981). The same sequence of higher than
expected morality one year followed by
lower than expected morality the next
year has previously occurred (e.g., 1942
and 1958). We belisve that the aliernating
high and low annual mortality totals
shown in Figure 3 reflect fluctuations in
bivebird populations.

Cause of death

Based on the *How Obtained" and
"Present Condition" codes in the band
records, we were able to determine the
probable cause of death for 354
individuals. Eight factors accounted for

Sialia, Summer 1996



293 (83%) of these deaths (Table 1).
These factors were (1) shooting, (2) died
on nest, {3) caught by cat, (4) found dead
inside a building, (5} hit by automobile, (6)
struck stationary object olher than TV
tower, (7) died due to injury, and (8)
weather. Small numbers of bluebirds died
from various other causes. For example,
5 died due to disease, 3 were caplured by
raptars, 3 were captured by dogs, 2
drowned, 2 were entangled in fishing gear,
and 1 struck a TV tower.

We think the data shown in Table 1 do
not accurately reflect the manner of death
for the majority of Eastern Bluebirds. We
believe that some factors caused more
maortality than shown whils other factors
caused, proportionately, less morality than
indicated by Tabie 1. Our thinking was
influenced by the fact that a specific
cause of death was given for fewer than
half of the dead bluebirds. Of the 725
banded Eastern Bluebirds whose death
was repored, the cause of death was
indicated for only 354 (49%). The other
371 deaths (51%) were simply recorded
as ‘“"found dead” We suspect that
predators, diseases, and parasites are
responsible for many more deaths than
Table 1 indicates. Winter weather was
listed as the cause of death for only 14
(4%) of 354 birds. Severe weather in late
winter and early spring is known lo
decimate bluebird populations, sometimes
over large areas (Sauer and Droge 1990).

So why did the Bird Banding Laboratory
have so few records of winter-killed
banded Eastern Bluebirds?

Many of the birds whose cause of
death was listed without explanation as
“found dead" possibly died due to winter
weather. This speculation is supported by
examination of the month of death (Figure
2). Large numbers of bluebirds were
reported as "found dead" in February and
March. Early spring storms in April may
also be responsible for many of the birds
reported as “found dead on nest' Pitts
(1981} estimated that the number of
Eastern Bluebirds nesting in Tennessee
declined by at least 70,000 individuals
during the severe winters of 1977-1979.
We believe it would Dbe unrealistic to
assume that four times that number died
from shooting, which is what an
examination of the data in Table 1 might
suggest.

Another factor that has possibly biased
the results summarized in Tabie 1 involves
the reponing policies of the 8ird Banding
Laboratory. Each dead banded bird that is
recovered is assigned a number code
indicating how the bird was obtained. In
many cases the selection of a proper
code involves an interpretation of the
circumstances and a subjective decision
as to the cause of the bird's death.
Consider a banded bluebird that is found
dead in a nest box in March. Which of the
following codes should be assigned?

Table 1. Cause of death for 354 handed adult Eastern Bluebirds.

CAUSE OF DEATH

NUMBER REPORTED

Shot ...... ... .. i i, 55
Found dead innest ................ 51
Domesticeat ........... . ..., 51
Found dead in building ............. 50
Collision with automobile . ... ........ 42
Collision with stationary ohject ....... 16
Weather (Oct. through Mar., only) . .. .. 14
Injury .. ..ot it i i e e 14
Miscellaneous (no more than 5

deaths due to any one cause) .. ....... 61

Volume 18, Number 3
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Code 00-found dead; Code 02-found
dead due to starvation, Code 15-found
dead dus to weather; Code 21-found
dead in an enclosure; Code 50-found
dead: band with skelelon only; or, Code
97-method of recovery not covered by
other codes. Conceivably, any one of
these six codes could be applied to this
recovery. Since the cause of death is not
obvious, most people would probably
select the most general category, Code
00-found dead. The fact thal this code is
the first code on the list might cause it to
he selected more frequently than some of
the other codes, particularly if doubt exists
as 1o which is the most appropriate code.

Based on Table 1, the major cause of
death in adult Eastern Bluebirds is
shooting. Many of these records are from
the years 1931-1940 (Figure 4) when,
even though the shooting of bluebirds
may have been illegal, the regulations
were not rigidly enforced in many areas,
and most shooters were probably not
reluctant to be truthful. {{ am continually
amazed at the number of studenis in my
introductory ornithology classes who are
not aware that the shocling of songbirds
is illegal. Ignorance of the law in the
1930's is more understandable than a
similar type of ignorance in the 1990's)
The Bird Banding Laboratory records

Figure 4. Number of banded Eastern Bluebirds shot per decade, 1921-1830.
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show that the greatest number of Eastern
Bluebirds was shot in the 1860°s. If lhis
decade is ignored, Figure 4 shows a
steady decline in the number shot each
decade. However, the decade of the
1960's cannot be ignored, so why the
increase during these years? We at first
suspected one person at one site might
be responsible (e.g., a kid with a new air
rifle). This theory was not supporied by
the data. When we determined the
location where each of these bluebirds
pad been kiled we found no
concentration. Bluebirds were reported
shot frem 10 different locations with no
more than 3 records from any oneg
locaticn. At this point we can only guess
as to why so many bluebirds were shot in
the 1960's. Perhaps the number of
bluebirds being shot reflects the political
and social unrest of thal time. Possibly
the small sample size biased the results
and the peak seen in 1961-1970 is an
artifact.

Unknown numbers of bluebirds are still
shot, but the cause of death for those
reported is lisled under some non-
incriminating code, such as “found dead,”

in  order to avoid potential legal
consequences. In the past, the general
public was less familiar with bird bands
and, out of curiosity, people frequently
shot banded Eastern  Bluebirds.
Unfortunately, some bluebirds are still shot
because they wear bands. On the study
area of TDP a new resident shot a color
banded bluebird in order to *...get a closer
{ook at the weird color on its legs." The
bird was reported, thankfully, by the
shooter 1o the Bird Banding Laboratory;
the cause of dealh was listed as "found
dead."
Location of mortality

The recovery locations for 725 dead
Eastern Bluebirds are summarized in
Table 2. Tracing each of the individual
birds from its banding location te the site
of its death and analyzing the resulting
patterns is beyond the scope of this
paper. The numbers in Tabie 2 almost
certainly do not correspond to the size of
the Eastern Bluebird populations in an
area. Neither do these data describe the
actual amount of bluebird mortality
occourring in each area. We believe,
instead, that the results shown in Table 2

Table 2. Recovery locations of banded adult Eastern Bluebirds found dead.

LOCATION NO.

Alberta
Manitoba
Dist. of Col.
Maine
Yermont
Oklahoma
Quebec

New Hampshire
Kenfucky
Florida
Indiana
QOntario
Kansas
Bermuda
West Virginia
Louisiana
Texas
Minnesota
New Jersey
lowa

PURRN Y. NS N7 N S PO R X R Sy G S

P et )
b B B e O
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LOCATION NO.
Mississippi 12
Connecticut 13
South Carolina 14
Missouri 16
Georgia 19
Virginia 1%
North Carolina 26
Alabama 28
Illinois 29
Massachusetts 29
Arkansas 30
New York 36
Ohio 45
Michigan 46
Pennsylvania 47
Maryland 52
Wisconsin 56
Tennessee 92
Total 725
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more likely reflect the numbers of banders
and their activities. For example, our home
state, Tennessee, is the location of lhe
largest number of recovered dead
bluebirds. This is primarily due to ihe
banders such as Mrs. Amelia Laskey who
over a 40 year period handled thousands
of Eastern Bluebirds.

Sex of recovered Eastern Bluebirds

The sex was recorded for 295 of the
725 recovered dead bluebirds; 162 were
females and 133 were males. A chi-square
test shows that these results are not
significantly different from a 1:1 ratio (X?
= 285 df = 1, P > 0.10). We cannot
think of iogical reasons why most causes
of mortaiity (Tabie 1) would influence one
sex more than the other. However, two
merality factors, "Found Dead in Nest
and "Killed by Domestic Cat' might result
in the death of a higher percentage of
females because females spend more
time in the nest cavities than do maies.

Of 51 bluebirds found dead in the nest,
8 were identified as females and 8 as
males; the sex of the others was not
recorded. While the sex ratio, of those
birds whose sex was determined, is equa!
to 11, we would feel much more
comfonable about this conclusion if a
larger sample size were available.

Considering that each bird was
handled at least twice, once when banded
and once when found dead, why was the
sex not determined on more of these
birds? Most of the bluebirds found dead
in the nest had been banded as nestlings
during a previous nesting season. Since
most nestlings are banded befcre their
plumage has developed sufficiently to
indicate sex, their banding records do not
indicate their sex. Likewise, if an adult bird
dies on the nest and then decays or is
mutilated before being found, sex
determination can be difficult.

Of 51 Eastern Bluebirds killed by
domestic cats, 19 were females and 5
were males; the sex of the other birds
was not indicated. While this sample size
is not much larger than that of bluebirds
found dead in the nest (24 versus 16), the
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trend seen here shows a significant
gifference in the number of males and
females kiled (X = 816, df = 1, P
<(0.005). Figure 5 shows that mortality due
to domestic cats is highest during the
nesting season. Considering that the
female Dluebirds, who construct each
nest, lay eggs, and incubate ihe eggs,
receive significant amounts of help from
the male only when caring for nestlings,
we are not surprised that more females
are captured by domestic cats. (Domestic
cats kil an unknown, but probably large,
number of nestling bluebirds. However,
since this paper deais only with adult
mortality we have not explored the effects
of cat predation on nestlings.)

Age of recovered Easfern Bluebirds

We were able to calculate an
approximate age at the lime of death for
516 Eastern Bluebirds. The youngest bird
died at 91 days (please recall that we
limited our analysis to birds that were at
least 90 days old); the cldest individual
died at 2836 days (7.76 years). We are
excluding from consideration a record of
an Eastern Bivebird that, acceording to the
Bird Banding Laboratory records, lived at
least 7834 days (21.4 years). We suspect,
but have not been able to confirm, that
this record contains an eiror. The mean
age at death was 499 days (1.37 years).
As summarized in Figure 6, slighlly more
than half of the bluebirds died before they
were 1 year old. Fewer than 20% were
over 2 years old at the time of their death.
Althcugh the age composition of local
populations of Eastern Bluebirds may
vary, we believe lhe data in Figure 6
approximate the actual age composition of
Easlern Bluebirds in Nonth America. We
assume that mortalfity is proponicnal to
the number of individuals in each age
class. The argument could be made that
the young birds have less experience than
old birds and are more likely to die. While
this is probably true for young birds that
have recently fledged, we cansidered only
individuals who were at least 90 days old.
These birds may not have as much
experience as their parents, but they have
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Figure 5. Monthly variation in the number of banded Eastern Bluebirds killed by domestic

cats.
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the advantages of youth (eg., good
eyesight, rapid reflexes, and fewer
parasites). The average lifespan of 134
females was 449 days (1.23 years); the
average lifespan of 120 males was 474.75
days (1.30 years). A T-test indicates that
no significant difference exists between
the age at death for females versus males
(of = 119, 133; P = 0.51).

Summary

Of approximately 290,000 Eastern
Bluebirds banded during 1920-1990, the
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deaths of 725 adults (i.e., individuals at
least 90 days old) are documenied by
Bird Banding Laboratory records.

1. Approximately 60% of ithese deaths
occurred during the 4 months of March-
June. We suggest that the monthly
mortality figures we calculated may be
biased because the deaths of many
Eastern Bluebirds are associaled with nest
boxes during March-June, a time when
the nest boxes are frequently inspected by
people. Deaths of Eastern Bluebirds are
probably less likely to be associatad with
nest boxes at other times of the year and,
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Figure 6. Longavity of banded Eastern Bluebirds based on band recovery data.
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consequently, are |ess to be
detected by humans.

2. The number of banded Eastern
Bluebirds reported deac each year has
varied greatly and has generally reflected
the severity of winter weather and the
number of birds that had been banded
tha previous year.

3. The most frequently reported causes of
death for Eastern Bluebirds are events
{such as being shot, found dead in a nest
box, and capture by a domastic cat) that
are more likely to result in a detectable
carcass than are deaths due to parasites,
diseases, and predators. We believe the
Bird Banding Laboratory data
underestimate, by a large factor, deaths

likely
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due to many natural factors.

4. We suspect that the repored locations
of deaths more likely reflect the activities
of banders rather than actual numbers of
Eastern Bluebirds that have died in an
area.

5 Most causes of death in Eastern
Blusbirds do not affecl one sex more
frequently than the other sex. Mortality due
to domestic cals appears to be an
exception to this generality; significantly
more females have been reported as
taken by cats.

6. The average age al death for adult
Eastern Bluebirds was 1.4 years with no
significant difference between females and
males. Fewer than 20% of the banded
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adult Eastern Bluebirds lived more than 2
years, L]
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REUEL AMBROSE BROYLES 1910-1996

The North American Bluebird Society has received the sad news of the
passing of a pioneer bluebirder. Reuel Brayles, of Springfield, Missouri, died
on 3 April 1996 of heart failure.

His home waorkshop often had shelves stacked high with box pans ready
to be assembled. Over the years, Reuel had made 9,500 boxes 1o be given
to people who promised to help our litile blue thrush.

In 1983 he received the Society’'s award for outstanding contributions to
bluebird conservation. We are grateful for his efforts and inspiration.

--Charlotte Jernigan
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1995 Nesting Box Report

Kevin L. Berner and Brian S. Smith

introduction

This was the fifteenth year that NABS has conducted nest box surveys. The annual
fledging rates vary widely each year due to weather conditions and inconsistencies in
reporting. Most of the data contained in this report was submitted by individual NABS
members or state/county blugbird organizations. Other data was taken from newslefters of
bluebird groups that | am able 1o abtain, Annual fluctuations in the final data are often due
as much to availability of large arganization reponts as they are 1o true changes in the
actual fledging rates of the cavity nesters surveysd.

Bluebird fledging rates, as documented by this survey, were down markedly from
112,227 in 1994 to 56,078 {See Table 1). This was cue to lower tallies found in the central
and western regions. In 1894 over 44,000 bluebirds fledged in the west while this past year
only 23,247 were reported. The central region also fell from over 50,000 to 36,283 bluebirds
fledgecd. In the east bluebird production grew from 186,433 in 1994 to 19,881 fast summer.
In all regions 1885 bluebird productivity was the second highest we have ever
documented.

This is only the second year for which we documented fledging rates for all species
using bluebird boxes. For many of these species the sample sizes are too small 1o see
strong population trends. Tree Swallows' production decreased from over 25,000 in 1994
10 21,580 this past summer and House Wrens decreased from over 5,200 in 1994 10 4,257
in 1995, For more complete information see last year's report (Berner and Smith 19985).

East

Bluebirds are often viewed as being
less aggressive than many olher birds.
Paula Good of Suffolk, Virginia noted that
afler her femals bluebird disappeared the
male fed the young and successfully
chased away Norhern Mockingbirds,
European Starlings, and House Sparrows.
She had not observed such high levels of
aggression in previous years.

Wealher has always contributed to the
loss of many bluebird clutches., Raymond
Marr of the Audubon Society of Rhode
Island lost 43 eggs to freezing weather
canditions and 35 additional nestiings to
prolonged periods of rain. In spite of
these losses he produced 339 bluebirds
from his 64 nest boxes. He also stated
that his community had a wintering
population of approximately 60 bluebirds.

Weather conditions in the nonheast
varied widely. Rich Wells of Springville,
New York noted that perfect weather
conditions last summer led to a record
year on his trail. His 145 boxes produced
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259 bluebirds, 391 Tree Swallows, and 7
Black-capped Chickadees.

Alice  Saunders of Petersburg,
Pennsylvania had raccoons raid 24 of her
57 nest boxes. After she put double
wooden predator guards on her boxes
this problem stopped. She also losl 15
clutches to snakes and 8 additionat nests
to wren predation. Overall 128 eggs and
65 young were |0st to predators yet she
still produced 50% more bluebirds than in
1854,

The 121 standard boxes maonitored by
Brian Siege of Sharpsville, Pennsylvania
were repeatedly used by House Sparrows.
He removed 17 nests with eggs and
nearly three times that many nests befare
they had a chance 10 lay eggs. Willard
Cash of Goldsboro, Nornth Carolina also
was beset by House Sparrows. He
destroyed 88 adults during the nesting
season. My experience is that the
Gilbertson PVC box design (Gilbertson
1893) is avoided by sparrows far more
than the other boxes that | have testec.
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Bluebirders with House Sparrow problems
may want to try switching to PVC boxes.

Sue Lancelle of Belchertown,
Massachusetts lostl two brocds of
approximately 10 day old chicks in nesis
heavily infested with blowfly larvae in PVC
boxes. Anather pair of bluebirds in a
natural cavily successfully raised two
broods. She wondered if the hlowilies
may be less of a prohlem in the natural
cavity. It might alse be that the natural
cavity may maintain heat at night betler
than the PVC box during the period when
the young are no longer being brooded
by the female.

Don Ford of Avon Park, Florida had a
very produciive trail on the lccal Air Force
range. His 100 standard boxes produced
554 bluebirds and 5 Carclina Wrens.

NABS charter member Thomas Mulvey
of Pine Beach, New Jersey fledged and
banded 158 bluebirds from 20 standard
boxes in his 21st year of maintaining his
trail on the Colliers Mitl Wildlife Area.

Mark OQakley of Westfield, North
Carolina fledged 485 bluebirds from 573
eggs in 86 boxes in both his home state
and Virginia. His last brood left cn 4
September, the latest date since he began
monitoring the trail in 1988,

The Schoharie County {New York)
Bluebird Scciety for which | summarize
local results had a near record bluebird
year fledging 1,942 bluebirds from 1,977
boxes. Society members also produced
2,864 Tree Swallows, 711 House Wrens,
and 113 Black-capped Chickadees.

The North Carolina Bluebird Socisty
reported fledging 5,254 bluebirds from
1,407 nest boxes. They noted that 84% of
their eggs eventually produced fledged
young.

Joe Sedlacek reported for the Broome
County Nestbox Network in New York. His
group fledged 249 bluebirds, 657 Tree
Swallows, 138 House Wrens, 30 Black-
capped Chickadees, and 4 White-breasted
Nuthatches from 412 nest boxes. Joe
recaptured an adult female bluebird
originally banded by J.R. Morse near
Dresden, Maine, approximately 425 miles
away.
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Mark Wallace of Lavrel, Maryland
reported for a large number of bluebirders
primarily from Howard County. His group
fledged 1,279 bluehirds, 443 House
Wrens, 127 Tree Swallows, 53 Carolina
Chickadees, 46 Tufted Titmice, and 10
Carolina Wrens from 827 boxes.

The school mascot for the Bettie W.
Weaver Elementary school is the bluehird.
Sandy Albert of Midlothian, Virginia noted
that approximately 2C bluekirds and 6
Carclina  Chickadees fledged on the
school grounds.

Vivian Mills Pitzrick, an octogenarian
from Belmont, New York had problems
with deer mice taking over some of her
150 boxes in 1995. This was the first time
since she began this trail in 1971 that she
has had this problem. During that period
she has fledged 2,152 bluebirds. | found
on my trails that once | started mounting
nearly all of my boxes on heavily greased
pipes that mice rarely use my boxes at
any time of year. Vivian has observed that
House Sparrows ara moving increasingly
greater distances from homes and barns
toc use nest boxes.

Central

Edwin Edlund of Muskegon, Michigan
reported a good start to the breeding
season with 27 boxes used by bluebirds
but, after the boxes were cleaned out and
new nests built, only six were used for a
second clutch of eggs. The weather was
95-100° F (35-38° C) for severat wasks at
the time of the second nestings. Although
both aduits remained at the boxes, no
additional eggs were laid at most boxes.

Larry and Betty Jernigan of Kemp,
Texas documented 38 biuebird nesting
attempts in 14 boxes. They noted 113
eggs were lost or abandoned on these
attempts. July and August was very hat in
their area and this may have contributed
to some of the losses, They fledged 353
bluebirds and 5 Carolina Chickadees.

Bob and Judy Peak of Henderson,
Kentucky monitor a trail in Land Belween
the Lakes National Recreation Area in
Kentucky and Tennessee. For the first
tme in their six years of monitoring they
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noted a decrease in the number of birds
that they fledged. They attributed the
decline o a cool and wet spring and one
of the hottest, driest summers on record.
They also had an increase in raccoon
predation. They observed 38 while eggs

(3.14%) ameong their total of 1,208
bluebird eggs.
Dick Walker of Loofootee, Indiana

observed that adding a hardware cloth
Noel guard practically eliminated losses
due to raccoons. He had a record year
for wasp nests which he found in 67
boxes. Tree Swallows do not nest in
southern [ndiana; however, he found six
dead adults in four different box locations.
Dick cbserved 11 boxes with three
separate bluebird nestings and one sven
had four successful nestings. He fledged
619 bluebirds, 12 House Wrens, and 6
Carclina Chickadees.

Kenneth Schar of Libertyville, lllinois has
had four siraight years without any
raccoon predation. He mounts his boxes
on thin-walled electrical conduit treated
with siticon spray applied with a cloth. He
uses mostly slot boxes and fledged 106
Eastern Bluebirds, 233 Tree Swallows, and
8 House Wrens from 67 boxes,

Robert Rager of Rockford, Ohio has
had persistent House Sparrow problems.
He kept traps in place until male sparrows
were captured. He destroyed 52 sparrows
and 221 sparrow eggs along his 134 box
trail. His losses to raccoons declined from
6 boxes in 1994 to 1 box in 1995 after
increasing the roof overhangs on his
boxes to 5 1/4 in. (13.3 cm) or 5 1/2 in.
(14.0 cm). Robert fledged 327 bluebirds,
157 Tree Swallows, and 24 House Wrens,

Kevin Riley of Royal Oak, Michigan lost
a female bluebird and 4 nearly-flecged
Tree Swallows to House Sparrow
predation. He captured both male and
female sparrows in the nest box after
approximately 5 minutes using mouse
glue traps. He cautioned that this should
only be done in established sparrow nesls
and with constant observation.

Hot Spring Village Audubon Society in
Arkansas monitors 188 standarc nest
boxes. They fledged 620 Easlemn
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Bluebirds, 51 Brown-headed Nuthatches,
50 Carolina Chickadees, and 31 Tufted
Titmica.

Richard Sims of Ellisville, Mississippi
tested a variety of nest box styles. Eastern
Bluebirds attempted 36 nests in 3%
standard boxes, 8 in 6 Peterson boxes, 2
in 2 slot boxes, and 3 in 4 PVC boxes.
Overall 165 bluebirds were fledged.

Marilyn Gericke of Archbaold, Ohio also
used a number of different box styles. She
had 39 nesting atlempts in 103 standard
boxes, 10 in 8 Peterson boxes, 2 in 2 slot
boxes, and 1 in 3 PVC boxes producing
143 bluebirds. Tree Swallcws attempted
13 nestings in the standard boxes, 2 in
Peterson, and 1 in a PVC box with 80
swallows fladging overall. All five House
Wren nesting attempts were in slandard
boxes.

Svante Humbla of Cincinnati, Ohio had
11 standard, 11 Peterson, 5 PVC and 1
other style box. All six bluebird attempts
and 27 fledged bluebirds were
documented in the Peterson boxes.
House Wrens nested 5 times in standard
boxes, 4 times in Peterson boxes, and &
times in PVC boxes yielding 70 young.

Gerald Kauffman of Goshen, Indiana
had 5 bluebird nesting attempts in 12
standard boxes, 6 in 10 Pelerson boxes,
and 2 in 10 Zuern tree branch boxes. Tree
Swallows nested 8 times in the standard
boxes, 3 times in the Pelerson, and 5
times in the tree branch boxes. Forty-four
bluebirds and 48 swallows fledged from
this trail.

Trish Quintenz of Peresburg, llinois
monitored 4 standard, 13 Peterson, and 1
PVC box. She observed 19 blusbird
attempts in the Peterson boxes, 2 in the
PVC boxes, and none in the standard
boxes.

NABS President Charlotte Jernigan of
Wagoner, Oklahoma monitors 42 standard
boxes and 1 slot box from which 46
bluebird nesting attempts produced 114
young. She also fledged 9 Carclina
Chickadees and a cluich of Tufled
Titmice.

Frank Zuern of QOshkosh, Wisconsin
studied 50 standard boxes and 50 of his
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tree branch box design. Nineteen standard
boxes and 23 tree branch boxes were
used by bluebirds, producing 45 and 91
young respectively. Success rates were
similar between boxes, but many maore
eggs were laid in the tree branch boxes,
Tree Swallows used 23 standard and 22
tree branch boxes producing 85 and 110
young respeclively. All bluebirds nested
behind the baffle placed in the iree branch
boxes in 1995.

Mary Reed of Wildwood, Texas
repored for the 24 monilors of the
Wildwood Bluebird Trail which has fledged
3,025 bluebirds over its history. This year
their 221 baxes produced 331 bluebirds,
114 Carclina Chickadees, and 15 Tufied
Titmice.

The Bella Vista Bluebird Society in
Arkansas monitors 327 nest boxes. They
produced 1,052 Eastern Bluebirds, 82
Caralina Chickadees, 9 Caralina Wrens,
and 5 Tufted Titmnice.

Peter Eiger of Kirtland, Ohio reported
for the Holden Arboretum ftrail. He
observed 25 bluebird nesting attempts in
51 standard boxes, 69 in 117 Peterson
boxes, and 29 in 37 slot boxes yielding
388 bluebirds overall. Swallows had 26
nesting attempts in standard boxeas, 48 in
Peterson boxes, and 15 in slot boxes
producing 294 young. He removed 213
House Sparrow nests.

Preliminary reports from the Bluebird
Recovery Program in Minnesota indicated
that 8,753 bluebirds fledged from
Minnesata nest boxes with another 5,452
being reported from other states to the
BERP.

R.N. Hudgins of Obion, Tennessee has
a three year old trail and now monitors
112 boxes. Last summer he had 9
bluebird nests with white eggs out of 303
nests. Four bluebird nests had six eggs
and two had seven. He fledged 985
bluebirds, 14 House Wrens, 11 Carolina
Chickadees, and 6 Tufied Titmice.

The late John Findlay, Il was one of
NABS's best bluebird ambassadors for
years. Barbara Munson of Homewaod,
Alabama repored that his trail is now
being monitored by a new group known
as '"Findlay Fledgers." This lrail produced
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565 bluebirds, 22 Carolina Chickadees, 7
Tufled Titmice, and 4 Brown-headed
Nuthatches.

Ann Wicks of Black Earth, Wisconsin
documented four bluebird broods in cne
nest box and three triple broods. The nest
box with 4 broods produced 17 young.
She credits supplemental feeding of
mealworms  for her high productivity
levels. Her 91 boxes fledged 316
bluebirds, 79 Tree Swallows, 10 House
Wrens, and 8 Black-capped Chickadees.
Only 4 boxes of 91 were completely
unused by any species.

The lowa Bluebird Recovery Program
summarized reports from 174 respondents
indicating that 6,548 bluebirds, 1,273 Tree
Swallows, 767 American Kestrels, 471
Purple Marlins, and 160 Black-capped
Chickadees fledged. Bluebird fledging
levels were down from 1994's total of
8,232,

West

Elsie Elzroth of Corvallis, Oregon
observed a period of cold and persistent
spring rains coinciding with the time when
many nests had eggs or young and this
caused many nests to fail She
documented the death of 5 females and
the disappearance of 4 olhers. Thirty-six
percent of the 77 first clutches failed. She
fledged 390 Western Bluebirds, 58
Chickadees, (Black-capped and Chestnut-
backed), 230 Swallows {Tree and Violet-
green), 16 House Wrens, and 14 White-
breasted Nuthatlches.

Nancy Noble and Wayne Barder of Salt
Lake City, Utah included 7 cement and
sawdust nest boxes on their trail of 53
boxes. The cement boxes fledged 5
Mouniain Chickadees and 10 Plain
Titmice. Overall they fledged 89 Mountain
and 6 Western Bluebirds.

William Anaka of Canora, Saskatchewan
had 63 nesting attempts by Mountain
Bluebirds in 199 standard boxes, 25
attempts in 25 Peterson boxes, and 76
aftempls in 76 other experimental box
designs. Overall he has 300 nest boxes
which fledged 635 Mountain Bluebirds,
695 Tree Swallows, and 32 House Wrens.
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Dick Purvis of Anaheim, California
monitors 263 standard nest boxes within
28 parks, cemeteries, and golf courses.
He fledged 704 Western Bluebirds, 162
Waood Ducks, 48 House Wrens, 37 Ash-
throated Flycatchers, 17 Plain Titmice, 4
Bewick's Wrens, and 4 Tree Swallows.

Art  Gruenig, of Cranbrook, British
Columbia reported on a trail of 500
standard nest boxes. It fledged 725
Mountain ~ Blugbirds, 426  Western
Bluebirds, 352 Tree and 41 Violet-green
Swallows, 27 House Wrens, 20 Red-
breasted Nuthatches, 19 Mountain and 6
Black-capped Chickadees.

Oonald Stiles of Calgary, Alberta
reported the results from 54 Calgary area
trails. He observed that the percentage of
second bluebird broods was the lowest
gver recorded and the clutch sizes were
also small due to a late start in the spring.
Tree Swallows were very successful and
House Wren popuiations continued to
rise. Overall he summarized results from
3,125 standard boxes fledging 5,402
Mountain  Bluebirds and 7,324 Tree
Swallows.

Art Aylesworth summarized data for the
Mountain Bluebird Trail in Montana. He
reported a disastrous year for bluebird
nestlings with hundreds being found dead
dus to late spring snows and rain.
Extended cold weather discouraged many
pairs from renesting. He also noted that
raccoon predation was a problem. Overall
the group fledged 8,228 Mountain and

2,227 Western Biuebirds. The total of
10,455 bluehirds was down from 20,391
last year.

Doug Marinof of Syimar, Calfornia
reports great success within Los Angeles
County. Using only 37 boxes he producet
138 Western Bluebirds, 36 House Wrens,
8 Ash-throated Flycatchers, 7 White-
breasted Nuthatches, and 5 Mountain
Chickadees.

Comments

| receive data for this report in every
conceivable format. To facilitate our dala
summary efforts it would help if everyone
filed out the NABS survey form as
thoroughly as they can. This would
gliminate any interpretation errors | might
maks in converling your data 1o the same
format in which the other surveys are
done. All data is entered onio a computer
spread sheet and this is most efficiently
done directly from a NABS data sheet.

it would also help if each bluebird
organization would delegate someone 10
submit its final survey results to me or
NABS. | receive many on a hit or miss
basis, introducing considerable bias to
this report.
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Table 1. 1995 Nest Box Data by Gecgraphic Region.

East Central West Total
No. surveys 185 143 94 4472
No. standard boxes 7,664 7,965 10,417 25,048
Na. Peterson hoxes 304 1,100 94 1,498
No. slot boxes 50 2562 5 317
No. PVC boxes 35 113 2 150
Other or unspecified box styles 2,081 314 202 2,697
Total no. boxes 10,134 9,754 10,720 30,608
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No. fledged:

Eastern Bluebird 19,881 36,198 0 56,079
Western Bluebird 0 0 12,158 12,168
Mountain Bluebird 0 85 11,089 11,174
All bluebird species 19,881 36,283 23,247 79,411
Black-capped Chickadee 392 429 196 1,017
Caralina Chickadee 289 E45 0] 834
Mcuntain Chickadee 0 0 19 19
Chestnut-backed Chickadee 0] 0 8 8
Tufted Titmgouse 174 194 O 368
Plain Titmcouse 0] 0] 203 203
White-breasted Nuthatch 16 21 81 118
Brown-headed Nuthatch 38 61 0 93
Red-breasted Nuthatch 0 0 20 20
Pygmy Nuthatch 0 0 121 121
Tree Swallow 6,770 4,798 10,012 21,580
Vialet-green Swallow 0 0 492 492
House Wren 2,186 1,628 443 4,257
Carolina Wren 76 82 0 158
Bewick’s Wren 0 22 O 22
Great-cresied Flycatcher 5 21 0 26
Ash-threated Flycatcher 0 0 214 214
Prothonotary Warbler 0 4 0 4

Geographic Regions According to States and Provinces

East: Bermuda, Connecticul, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Brunswick,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Nova Scotia, Pennsylvania, Quebec, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Vermont, Virgin/a, Washington, D.C.

Central: Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
Mlsslssippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, Onlario, Tennessee, Taxas, West Virginia, Wisconsin.
West: Alaska, Alberta, Arizona, British Columbia, California, Colorado, Idaho, Maniloba, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, North Dakola, Oregon, Saskatchewan, Scuth Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wyoming.
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Impact of Trail Size on the 1994 Per-Box
Bird Productivity in the East Wisconsin Zone

Joe O’Halloran

Background

Analyses of the 1994 BRAW data base
revealed two  distinct  equal-area
bluebirding zenes in Wisconsin, one west,
the other east. The West Zone was
characterized by a high bluebird per box
productivity which was double that of the
East Zone.

In an earlier reporl, we questioned
whether the high Tree Swallow/bluabird
ratio in the East Zone was natural or man-
made. In that reporl, we cited a 1982
Siafia article [4(1):10-11] by D.D. Boone,
‘Managing Trails for Bluebird-Swallow
Balance." Boone's article tended to
confirm that adding boxes within a trail in
a given area resulted in an increase of
Tree Swallows, but few or even fewer
bluebirds. This is a "boomerang” to the
bluebirder, indeed. Boone concluded, in
effect, that in order to maintain the
balance between blusbirds and Tree
Swallows, one must take great care when
thinking of increasing the number of
boxes within a unit of area.

The numercous analyses of the BRAW
data base led me to the opinion that the
high Tree Swallew ratio in the East Zone
was due, at least in part, to Boone's
boomerang phenomenon; the result of the
human intervention  through trail
management practices.

The response [ have received regarding
the boomerang hypothesis has been
about 10 to one in complete agreement.
Those monitors in agreement stated that
this is exactly what has happened to
them, too. For example, some reported
virtuai eradication of bluebirds as they
added more boxes 1o their property.
Some reperted an increase in bluebird
fledging after eliminating some boxes from
their properlty. Some reported small
particns of their trails spread along the

100

country roads yielded more bluebirds than
twice the number of boxes within a fixed
parcel of property.

However, & few monitors expressed
reluctance to accept the "boomerang®
hypothesis, because they aitribute the
resuits to other factors, such as the nalure
of the particular habitat.

QOut of respect for the honest opinions
of the "scoffers,* further confirmation of
Boone's boomerang hypothesis may oe
useful. This analysis was undertaken to
provide such further confirmation. |t
looked into the impact of trail size on the
productivity of bluebirds and Tree
Swallows in  the East Wisconsin
Bluebirding Zone. Larger trail size may
indicate more saturation of boxes within a
unit of area, for example, with a park or
other government-owned tract, etc.

Summary

The attached chart {Figure 1] shows a
decreasing bluebird productivity per box
as trail size category increases. The same
chart shows substantially level Tree
Swallow productivity until trail sizes reach
about 75 gross boxes of all types per trail.
Then it literally zooms wupward with
increasing Tree Swallow productivity as
the trail sizes increase.

Discussion

"Trail size," for the purpose of this
analysis, refers 1o the gross number of
boxes of all types within a monitor's trail
unit. Multiple "trails" reported by a single
monitor were not regarded as ong trail, on
the presumption that these trait units are
in substantially different locations.

The issue, in the author’'s mind, is not
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Figure 1. Impact of trail size on box productivity in the East Wisconsin Zone.
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Trail size is the tolal number of boxes of all types repored within each trail. The larger trail sizes
may indicate a degree of box saluration for the area covered.

about the sheer number of boxes in a
trail, but about the density of boxes-the
number of boxes per unit area.

How often have we walked from box t¢
box along a "rail" and then driven for
miles along the country roads without
seeing a single bluebird box. As reported
earlier, the per square mile density of
boxes in each county in Wisconsin is
extremsly low--0.7 boxes per square mile
in the three most congested counties, with
about half the reporting counties reporting
less than 0.07 boxes per square mile.
Moreover, the author is aware of a few
large trails in which the boxes are not on
a single parcel of property but are widely-
spaced, with the boxes spread out over
miles and miles of roadside, and which
nave very high bluebird productivity and
very low Tree Swallow ratios.
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Conclusion

The correlation between the drop in
bluebird productivity and the increasing
trail size {Table 1.]) tends to further confirm
the wvalidity of Boone's boomerang
hypothesis in the East Zone of Wisconsin.
The soaring increase in Tree Swallow

productivity in the larger trails also
supports  the position that Boone's
boomerang is at least part of lhe

explanation of the high Tree Swallow to
bluebird ratio in the East Bluebirding Zone
of Wisconsin. We are now considering
ways to quanlify the box per unit-area
facter for use in future analysis. —

This article is reprinted, with permission from
Wisconsin Bluebird, newsfelter of the Bluebird
Restoration Association of Wisconsin, Inc.,
10(4):1-2. Al bluebird relersnces are to the
Lastern Bluebird (Sialia sfalis).
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Table 1. Trail size versus fledged birds per total boxes.

East Wisconsin Zone: bluebirds and tree swallows
Trail category Bluebirds per Tree swallows
box per box

1-10 1.03 1.59
11-20 0.68 154
21-30 0.85 133
31-50 0.58 1.47
51-75 0.61 1.47

76 - 100 0.36 1.84

101 - 150 0.49 2.46

151 - 300 031 2.03 -

5 J

Original art by Roger Tory Pelerson

New York State residents now have the option of choosing the state’s first conservation
license plate (made of recycled aluminum) featuring an Eastern Bluegbird. Painted by New
York State native Roger Tory Peterson, this plate with the state's official bird is designed
to augment the Environmental Protection Fund established by the state legisiature in 1993,
Twenty-five doliars from the sale of each plate is earmarked for the fund which benefits
open space, wildlife habitats, and recreational opportunities. Personalized plates can be
incorporated for an additional fee. The bluebird plate was introduced in December 1985
at a news conference in Albany attended by New York State Bluebird Society President
Ray Briggs.
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DELOS C. DUPREE 1919-1996

The North American Bluebird Society was saddened to learn of the death of its
treasurer and one of its founding members on 6 May 1396. Chuck Dupree was a
tireless volunteer for bluebird conservation and was the first and only treasurer NABS
had ever had. Perhaps no other person besides Larry Zeleny was more responsible
for the creation of the Scciety than Chuck.

Delos C. Dupree retired from a career as a master electrician and began work as
the Chief of Buildings and Grounds at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in the
early 1970's. While in that position he met Larry Zeleny who, at that time, was still
working at the nearby Beltsville Agricultural Research Center of the USDA. Chuck
was an enlightened grounds manager who completed a comprehensive survey of
wildlife at Goddard. He wrote a published pamphlet on mowing and planting for
wildlife.

Chuck was very involved in local civic associations and gave frequent talks on
bluebira conservation and nest box building. He became a member of the Prince
George's County Beautification Commitiee and regularly buttonholed iocal politicians
for support of bluebird conservation. He pioneered concepts such as "Bluebird
Week,” an annual week of events each March to encourage people 10 get their boxes
in place before the bluebirds began courtship. As a result of Chuck’s dedication and
enthusiasm, Prince George's County, Maryland named the Eastern Bluebird as its
offictal bird in 1576.

Chuck ODupree’'s contributions to the North American Bluebird Society were
enormous. As a founding member, he was pivotal in charting its course in the early
years. He fervently believed in lhe Society’'s research mission and, under his
guidance, NABS has disbursed many thousands of dollars for research grants for
the conservation of not just biuebirds, but for many species of native cavity nesting
birds.

Chuck attended every annual meeting of the Scciety. He arranged the now
legendary tour of Goddard for the tenth anniversary meeting. He charmed the
Queen’s representative in Bermuda during a visit t& the royal residence when Tommy
Outeroridge put up a bluebird box on the grounds and a pair of bluebirds landed on
it. Chuck is jusily remembered as the ambassador of good will for the North
American Bluebird Society,

When | think back on the most enjoyable birding trips | have ever taken, | think
first of a trip | led for the Maryland Ornithological Society’s annual conference seme
years ago. It was an oppressively hot summer morning on the Eastern Shore, but
the birding was great. We hiked aleng a dirt farm road through the middle of a field
bordered by tall white oaks and loblolly pines. Chuck was bringing up the rear of
this large group when he spotied a Scarlet Tanager in the tiptop of the lallest tree.
We all got a great look as it bobbed in and out of the forest canopy. As Chuck
helped each and every fledgling birder find the elusive bird, he declaimed with all the
enthusiasm and energy he could muster, “Oh, man, look at the color of that bird! Will
you just look at that color! Isn't thal the most beautiful thing you have ever seen in
your life?"

Yes, Chuck, it was, And | am truly grateful you were there to help me realize it.

--Richard J. Dolesh
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More on the Gilbertson Nest Box

Del Parkinson

| have purchased over 250 Gilbertson
nest box systams from Steve Gilbertson.
| have installed over 750 bluebird houses
(Peterson and Gilbertson) during the last
four years and monitor the majority of
them myself, with associates monitering
the remainder. The first 150 Gilberison
boxes were set up in the summer of 1992,
with 50 more added during each of the
last two summers. | have fledged over
1,200 biuebirds and 2,000 Tree Swallows.
The hatching and fledgling success rate of
the two boxes is comparable, except
predaticn by raccoons.

If | wax the electrical conduit post as
Steve suggests (Sialia, Gilbertson, Autumn
1993), | have yet to have the Gilbertson
box predated by raccoons. During the
summer of 1994, | did have Gilbertson
nest boxes predated by raccocns only
because | hadn't waxed those posts in
two years.

Also, in the last thres years, | have had
mice in only two Gilbertson houses and
they were paired boxes {a Super Mousel!).
| don's recall having ants and have had
wasps in only two of the Gilbertson
houses.

In my opinicn, the Gilbertson box is
equal to the Peterson box as far as
nesting acceplance is concerned, but the
Gilbertson posl (consisting of a five-foot
reinforcing rod suppom) and a waxed
eleclrical conduit {(mounting pipe) make it
superior. In 1992 with 150 Gilbertson
boxes and in 1893 with 200 Gilbertson
boxes, ! had absolutely no raccoon
predation. |

This article is reprinted, with permiission, from
the Summer 1994 [ssue of Wisconsin Bluebird,
newsletter of the Bluebird Restoration
Association of Wisconsin, Inc.

with in & humane way.

Please let us know your results!

Easy Way to Trap House Sparrows

Gayle Fogany of Arnold, Missouri, has come up with a very effective way to
evict House Sparrows from a standard wooden nest box. Out of corrugated
cardboard cut a 3-inch diameter circle {(alter shape and size for slot, Peterson, or
PVC boxes). Using fishing line threaded into a needle, pierce the center, take one
stitch, and pull through, tying the end securely. Place the cardboard circle on the
nest box floor, draw the excess yards of twine through the entrance hole, and
walk some distance (carrying the ling) 10 where you can walch the sparrow enter
the nest box. When he has completely entered the box, pull the line tight, and
you have the sparrow! Keeping the line taut, walk to the nest box. Remove Lhe
sparrow carefully by placing a mesh or plastic bag over the top or side opening.
(You may wish to wear gloves when handiing birds.) The sparrow can be dealt

You can also try placing a toy snake on the inside flocr of the nesting box if
you are sure a House Sparrow has taken over the box. The fake snake should
scare the sparrow so tharoughly that he will desert the nest box and not return
even after you have removed the snake, and the box has been taken by
bluebirds or other native cavity nesters.

--Mary D. Janetatos
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Testing Three Cage Traps for
House Sparrow Capture

Joseph E. Therrien

Abstract

The capture efficiencies of three traps, a funnel, a Trio, and a Havahart were tested. Of
the three, the Havahan had lhe best trapping rate with a catch per unit effon (CPUE) of
0.32. The Trio and funnel traps had CPUE efficiencies of 0.05 and 0.027 respectively. The
sparrows tended to be wary of the traps in general and avoided enlering them when anly
food was used as bait. When live sparrows were used as bait however, trapping rates

increased greatly.

Introduction

House Sparrows (Passer domesticus)
were introduced into North America in the
early 1850's. Shortly after their introduc-
tion into  America, sparrows spread
throughout the continent.  This rapid
infestation was due to the aggressive
nature of sparrows and the abundance of
grain and nesling cavities that were
present in the days of the horse-drawn
wagon and widespread farming (Case
1979). Sparrows were introduced as an
insect control method for the cities and at
first were heralded as a savior to man. In
the first few years of their existence in
America, House Sparrows were pampered
by man receiving nest boxes and food
from him. H guickly became apparent,
however, that the sparrow was not the
positive influence that it was thought to be
and, instead, proved to be an aggressive
nuisance to our native birds as well as
spreading disease lhroughout our farms
(Fitzwater 1981). The House Sparrow
soon fell into ill favor and was actively
hunted and discouraged from nesting
whenever possible. Recenily, the main
attacks on the sparrows have come from
people and gioups who are interested in
helping native songbird populations;
including and perhaps leading this battle
are avid bluebirders. House Sparrows not
only compete directly with our native dirds
for nesting cavities (Zeleny 1985), but they
will aiso, on occasion, kill parent bluebirds
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(Sialia spp.) and their young as well as
destroy their eggs, sometimes for no
apparent reason. It is because of this
aggressive behavior and other negalive
qualities that the House Sparrow has been
actively discouraged from nestng in the
United States. Many methods have been
incorporated to slop the spread of the
sparrow ranging from destroying their nest
when it is encountered during the breed-
ing season to active trapping of adults.
Most trapping methods to dale have
involved capture of lhe sparrows in nest
boxes using various trap designs. An
example of one of this type of trap is
described by Gilbertson (1983). One of
the main difficulties in trapping at the nest
box is that the female is often the bird
captured, not the male. This 1s & problem
since the male is the bird that has the
attraction to the box and will, upon losing
its mate, find another female and bring her
back to the box to continue breeding
(Grussing 1983) Few studies have been
done testing trapping techniques oulside
of the breeding season away from nesi
boxes. Zimmerman (1885} documented
great success in capturing House Spar-
rows using a large starling trap in which
he caught over 2,000 sparrows in a nine
year period. Little information is available,
nowever, as to other methods of trapping
these birds.

The goal of this study is to test various
iraps and methods for capturing House
Sparrows outside of 1he breeding season.
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The capture efficiencies of the Trio, Hava-
hart, and funnel traps will be compared.

Study Area

The sludy area chosen for this research
was the SUNY Cobleskill farm located in
Schoharie County, New York. Two sites
on the farm were used for trapping. The
first was located on the nonh end of the
complex approximately 39 ft. {12 m) from
the campus road. Between 20 and 30
sparrows had been seen roosting daily in
the bushes located 16 ft. {5 m) from the
road. The farm’'s grain supply was stored
23 ft. {7 m) north of the bushes directly in
front of the smaller dairy cattlle barn and
feeding area. The sparrows had estab-
lished this area as a feeding site due to
the abundance of grain from the slorage
area and dairy barn. Maintained lawns
surrounded the bushes; the area sur-
rounding the grain storage and barn con-
sisted of packed gravel and din.

The second trapping site used was in
front of the main dairy bullding located at
the center of the farm complex. High
densities of House Sparrows were present

at the barn roosting in the rafters of the
building and on the roof. Grain was also
stored here but was covered and unavail-
able to the birds. The sparrows had,
however, established this as a feeding
area due 10 the abundance of grain in the
barns and in the farm’'s harvesters which
were parked in front of the building. The
surrounding area consisted of maintained
lawns with paved roads running in front of
the building

Materials and Methods

Three cage lraps were used during the
research period. The first two, a Trio and
Havahart, are described by Grussing
(1980). The Trio (Figure 1.} had three
chambers each within a 4.5 in. {11.4 cm)
by 575 in. (14.6 cm) entrance. The mid-
dle chamber is not intended to be baited
with food but to be used instead as a
holding area for using live birds as bait.

The Havahan {Figure 2.} measured § in.
(20.3 cm) x 16 in. (40.6 cm) x 24 in. {61
cm) and had a3 in. (7.6 cm) x 5 in. (12.7
cmy catching entrance and a 2 in. (5.1
cm) diameter one-way door leading inte

Figure 1. Trio Cage Trap.
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Figure 2. Havahart Cage Trap.

the main helding area of the cage.

The third trap used, a funnel trap
(Figure 3.) is described by Bub (1590)
and measured 14 in. (35.6 cm) x 16 in.
(40.6 cm) x 43 in. {109.2 cm). The first
compartment was floorless and was
entered through a 3 in. {7.7 cm) x 1.75 in.
(4.4 cm) oval hole set close to the
ground. The rear chamber did have a
floor and & 2.5 in. (6.4 cm) x 1.75 in. {4¢.4
cm) hole leading into it which was set 6
in. (15 cm) from the ground.

Traps were set on ten different days
from 1 Octlober to 7 November for & total
of 37.5 hours. Site one was used for
eight of the trapping days and site two
was used only twice due to the
appearance of a farm cat near the traps.
The farm's grain was used as bait on the
first trapping day since the sparrows were
already accuslomed to it as a food
source. A mixlure of the farm’'s grain and
commercial seed consisting of white
millet, striped sunflower seed, cracked
corn, and husked cats was used for the
second and third trapping days. Whole
kernel corn was used on the fifth day and
cracked corn was used on the fourth,
sixth, and all the following days.

Velume 18, Number 3

The Havahart and funnel traps were set
9 ft. (2.7 m) apart from each other and
the Trio was set 18 ft. (5.5 m) away from
them so the hirds would not be startled
when the trap snapped shut. For the first
six trapping days the Trio was set on the
ground, for the remaining days it was
mounted on a fencepost approximately 3
ft. (0.9 m) off the ground. Each trap was
set near the bushes at site one for the
first four trapping days and moved to the
grain storage area where the birds had
been seen feeding for the remainder of
the days.

A male sparrow, which had been cap-
tured in a mist net, was placed in the
Havahart trap along with cracked corn on
the eighth day of trapping as & lure for
the other birds as recommended by
Grussing (1980). On the ninth and tenth
days, each trap was baited with a female
sparrow  which  had been caught
previously.

Results and Discussions
A total of 15 House Sparrows were
caught during the 37.5 trapping hours. Of

the three cage traps used, the Havahart
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Funne! Cage Trap.

Figure 3.

was the most successful calching 12 of
the 15 birds. The funnel and Trio traps
caught one and two birds respectively.

Catch per unit effot (CPUE) was
determined 10 give a befter understanding
of the traps' efficiencies and was
calcuiated as follows:

Total # of birds caught
Total trapping hours
Trapping with the Havahart resulted in 12
birds being captured in 37.5 trapping
hours resulting in a CPUE of 032
birds/hour. The Trio and funnel traps had
a ratio of 0.05 and 0.027 respeclively.

Only three birds were caught using
food as the only bait while 12 were caught
using live sparrows as a fure.  Although
ne direct testing of these two variables
was undertaken, it seems that trapping
with live birds as a lure greatly increases
capture efficiencies. Of the food baits
used, the spairows showed the most
prefarence for cracked corn, followed by
the farm’s grain, and then millet seed.
The birds showed no preference for whote
kernel com.

The sparrows overall tended to aveid
entering any of the cages. During all
trapping days the birds would land on or
near the traps and examine them in a
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cautious manner. On sevetal occasions
sparrows were seen entering the first
companment of the funnel trap only to
quickly hop back out.

The success of the Havahan can be
attributed to its two stage arrangement
with the first entrance being separated
from the main cage and also resembling
the roost of a bird feeder rather than a
cage. This was the only trap that cap-
tured sparrows without using a live bird as
lure.

The funnel trap did the poorest out of
all the traps possibly due to its enclosed
appearance. This cage also has less use
in trapping since the sparrows, once
captured, can readily get back out.
Grussing (1980) observed similar results
with sparrows he had caplured. The
funnel trap used for this research was
further modified with four 3 in. (7.6 cm)
pieces of coal hanger wire that were cut
and individually hinged on the inside of
the second entrance hele in the hopes
that this would discourage the birds from
leaving the cage. One sparrow, which
was placed in the {rap as bait, failed 1o
get out while a second bird, which
entered the trap and was successfully
caught, escaped the nexi day.
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The Trio trap seems to have potential
as an effective means of sparrow contro!
but is limited since it can only capture a
maximum of two birds at a lime. No
sparrows were captured using only seeg
as bait but two birds were caught using &
live sparrow in lthe center chamber as a
Iure.

Recommendations

The Havahart proved to be a far better
trapping method than the two other traps
tested, and | would recommend it for use
where House Sparrows are a problem.
The Havahart (and other cage traps) are
advantageous since they can be left
unattended for a short period of lime
saving on the cost of trapping.  All lraps
should be checked periodically in order to
make sure that no native birds are
caught. |
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Bluebird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuals who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure. We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, toc, can become a Bluebird
Booster, For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or §75.00 per four issues, you can
be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fiedgling Booster;
while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check to NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 62485, Silver Spring, MD 208716~
6295.
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(EXPRESS--Continued from page 117)

second week of March and brought off
three  successful broods by late
September. |t was so exciting. We were
lucky enough to actually see two of the
broods fledge from the box, an all-day
operation that had the parent birds and
Fran and me worn out from the tension.

With the third brood we were able 10
watch the offspring from the first two
helping out at the nest. The breeding
success since that year has not been as
good, primarily because of House
Sparrow competition for the box. We also
had a Carolina Chickadee successfully
bring off a brood in it one year.

S0, yes, get a biuebird box. By all
means! You might want to consider a
baffle on the pole for snakes, and you will
likely have 1o fight annua! battles with the
House Sparrows. But it's all worth it. Go
for it!

Norm Saunders
Colesville, MD
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Bluebird Exchange

This feature extracts items from the newslatters of bluebird organizations and the periodic reports of
groups with bluebird or cavity nester projects. Please be sure this editor or NABS Is on your mailing
list. We want to include your materiall

IOWA--WINGS..., Winter 1996

President Jim Walters encourages those readers new to computers to try the Internet
and World Wide Web. It's not sasy but stick with it for this technelegy is the wave of the
future. Resources for any interest {inciuding bluebirds and conservation) are available.
Cnce you are familiar with the way it operates you can then decide whether you need it
or what you wish to do with it

Bernie Knight spotlights some wintering birds which might be guests at your (lowa)
feeder including the Carolina Wren, Pine Siskin, and Red-breasted Nuthatch. Anyone who
feeds birds has, undoubtedly, matched wits with sguirrels. Half a dozen ways to mount
feeders are pictured and described in a reprint from Bird Watcher's Digest.

Barbara Boyle, director of the Sherman Tower Project, updates readers on Althea
Sherman and her research in the first decades of the twentieth century. Although she
published dozens of papers on many bird species, she is best known for her observations
of Chimney Swifts in a wooden tower constructed so she could watch them. The tower
has come into the hands of the Sengbird Project which is still seeking a site on which it
can be re-erected. They also received seme manuscripts (most had been deposiled with
the lowa Siate Historical Society). Microfilming of all of this material is nearly complete.
Indexing is the next step. A major fundraising campaign will begin this year for siting and
restoring the tower. if you wish to make a donation to this cavity nester project, make
checks payable to the Sherman Tower Fund at Johnson County Songbird Project, 2511
Hwy 1 SW, lowa City, 1A 52240,

Jim Walters reviews three new bluebird books. He makes comparisons on subjects
such as box design, wrens, House Sparrows, and premature fledging. The books are
Bluebirds: the How-To Book--Attract Them, Help Their Survival by Fred Comsiock;
Bluebirds and Their Survival by Wayne H. Davis and Philippe Roca; and Bring Back the
Biuebirds: Even on YOUR Hand! oy Andrew M. Troyer. in summary he says, "There are
things | like and dislike about each of these books. I'm tempted to see Comstock and
Troyer as regional authors--they deal with the problems they experience {and do that well).
The Davis bocok contains as thorough a discussion of all issues as any book since Dorene
Scriven's.  Nalure phetographer Philippe Roca also contribules a thorough chapter on
photographing bluebirds in the Davis book--and his shots are excellent. But if you want
great bluebird pictures my faverile is still Don and Lillian Stokes' The Bluebird Book.*

--Johnson County Songbird Project

MAINE--DOWNEAST BLUEBIRD, Winter 1936

Gensus repons for 1995 are still being collected. Bluebirders are urged to reluin forms
even if no bluebirds nested. Few reports have been received from southermn or mid-
coastal Maine.

Lyman Feero, a wildlife biclogist for Great Northern Paper Company, with the help of
East Millinocket Boy Scouts, placed 16 nest boxes at a closed company landfili in April
1994, No bluebirds nested the first year but at least one pair nested successfully twice in
1995. On a 7 July monitoring visit, Lyman discovered that all but three boxes had been
destroyed by a bear. Fortunately, the bluebirds were using one of the three surviving
boxes. Homet nests in some of the damaged boxes may have been the attraction for the
bears.

James J. Hill, lll, head of the Purple Martin Conservation Association, recently wrotle
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about the ectoparasites that plague martins as well as bluebirds. When weather conditions
are good and food supplies ampie, parasites do not usually kill birds. A Nasonia wasp
may also help to keep blowflies in check. When a heavy infestation is present, nest
replacement is the best control method. -

Anti-predation hints are described. No matter what techniques of monitoring are used,
"he bottom line, however, is that the posts or pipes supporting nest boxes should not be
climbable.”

--Bluebird Association of Maine

MINNESOTA--BLUEBIRD NEWS, February 1596

Two Mountain Bivebirds (male and female) were reported at Lake Rebecca in Haslings
on 7 November. There were no January reports of over-wintering bluebirds in Minnesota.

The Bluebird Recovery Program now has wallet-size membership cards available. Each
new member will receive one in the membership packet. Current members can request
up to three without charge.

Ohio bluebirder Bob Orthwein is going to use Teflon Insect Barrier Tapes made by
SureFire Products. Ads claim that fire ants and other insects can't crawl over the slick
surface. Anyone experimenting with this product must mount it carefully so that insects
can't crawl under it

Minnesota bluebirders did their usual fine job of reaching potential monitors with 14
workshops during February, March, and April.

The bluebird report form for 1996 is enclosed with a request that it be returned by 15
September.

--Biuebird Recovery Program

MONTANA--MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD TRAILS, Summary for 1985, February 1996

This U.S. group includes trails in Montana, 1daho and Nevada. It is in the process of
establishing a more formal organization. Initially, dues will be $7.00. A questionnaira
elicited responses to help in organizing the group. Almost everyone who responded
wanted two newsletters a year. More than half wanted material developed for new
bluebirders. An organizational meeting is planned for spring. Volunteers were solicited
to serve as officers or directors.

Unfortunately, 1995 was disastrous for bluebird nestlings. Late spring snows and rains
caused the death of hundreds of bluebirds. The continuing cold weather meant many
females did not renest after initial nest failures. Not since the eruption of Mt. 5t. Helens
have bluebirders in this area had an equivalent experience. Because bluebird population
is more widespread now and the numbers higher, there is hepe that the recovery will be
rapid. in 1995, 2,459 boxes were used of a pessible 4,069. A total of 8,228 Mountain
Bluebirds and 2,227 Western Bluebirds were fledged for a grand total of 10,455, This
compares to 20,391 in 1894 and 16,118 in 1983

--Mountain Bluebird Trails

NEBRASKA--Bluebirds Across Nehraska Newsletter, Winter 1995-1996

Bluebirds Across Nebraska (BAN) co-sponsored with bird stores three workshops in
different parts of the state.

BAN donated a feeding station to Mahconey Park. Nt is |ocated at the administration
building near the park entrance. Connie Ceonover built the majority of the feeders. He also
made 27 boxes for American Keslrels for the State Game & Parks Commission. The
boxes will be placed on the back of signs along the inlerstate highway between Lincoln
and Omaha.

Cunt Sommer, BAN member from New London, Wisconsin, uses a 40 inch piece of
downspout permanently attached 10 the bottom of his boxes as a predator guard. The box
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and downspout combination is then placed on a steel or wooden post. He has found it
exceptionally successful against raccoon and cat predation.

BAN is soliciling photos for a display board to be used at fairs, workshops, and
cenferences.

Jackie Howe summarized trail reports for Omaha Audubon for 1995, The total number
of bluebirds fledged was 309 along with 627 Tree Swallows. Production on major trails
is summarized along with comments about steps taken to rectify problems in order to
improve production. In some cases boxes were removed or House Sparrow trapping was
planned; in other cases box pairing will be instituted or predator guards added to mounting
posts. Trail monitors seem willing to tinker to find the most advantageous setup--and if
nothing works, move entire traifs.

Bab Orthwein, BAN member from Columbus, Chio, provided an aricle and photos
about triple box locations which he has found successful in reducing House Sparrow
attacks on bluebirds and Tree Swallows.

BAN mailed a letter 1o 257 golf courses in the state and in western lowa. The letter
describes why golf courses can be favorable locations for bluebird trails, warms against
extensive pesticide use, and emphasizes the need for regular moniloring. Image
enhancement for the golf course could be the result of establishing a trail. BAN offers 1o
provide boxes at a reasonable cost, enclosed some basic bluebird information, and
includes a reprint of an article about a golf course in North Carclina which has a popular
and successful trail. BAN has arranged to be present at the Nebraska Turf Grass
Conference in Omaha so they can answer questions face 1o face.

--Bluebirds Across Nebraska

NEW HAMPSHIRE--Updale 25 March 1995 from Bruce Burdett
This is an informal, totally valunteer one-man sffort to exchange information and assess
bluebirder interest and fledging success in this state. Bruce has mailed hundreds of
packets of information in response to letters to half a dozen newspapers. This mailing
passes along items gleaned from letters sent to him. He addresses some basic
information for those new to bluebirding, shares comments about several references,
includes a "Bluebird Troublesheoting Char" to help people figure out nest failures, includes
a box construction diagram, and information about paired boxes.
--THE (Great) NEW HAMPSHIRE BLUEBIRD CONSPIRACY

NEW YORK--Bluebird News, Winter '96

The Arrowhead Lodge in Brewerton proved to be a successtful location for the fall 1995
meeting. At that time paid membership was 962. The spring meeting will be held at the
Five Rivers Environmental Education Center in Delmar 4 May 1996. The Route 20 Bluebird
Research Trail will be dedicated.

Ray Arendt addresses "To Feed or Not to Feed.. That is the Question." Since more and
more wintering biuebirds are being reported, people are encouraged to plant a variety of
trees and shrubs whase fruits will aid in the birds’ survival. When wild fruits and berries
are exhausted, should cne feed bluebirds? Supplemental feeding of bluebirds that are
seen in winter may help rather than harm the individuals. There is no question that at that
point the food a person provides is not enticing birds to stay. Raisins, currants, or other
fruits may be taken. Branches of multiflora rose (with hips) or other stems bearing fruit
can be placed in a platform feeder in which holes have been drilled. Miracle Meal,
consisting mostly of suet and peanut hearts, is another option.

NABS Research Chairman Kevin Berner's presentation at the fall meeting underscored
the attractiveness to bluebirds of the Peterson nest box gver all other designs. It was also
the first choice of Tree Swallows. Cf equal interest is the fact that Kevin's research shows
that the PVC box is least preferred by House Sparrows. They had no successful nesting
attempts.
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President Ray Briggs was honored at the New York State Chapter of the Wildlife Society
awards banguet in Syracuse on 2 February by being named Outstanding Conservationist
far his bluebird work. Joe Therrien was named Outstanding Graduate from a Two-Year
School. His activities in bluebird banding, research, and management should be the
foundation for a promising career as he begins a bachelor's degree program in wildlife
management,

--New York State Bluebird Society

~~~~~ BLUEBIRD BOOSTER, Spring 1996
Schoharie County survey results for 1995 indicate that at least 1,942 biuebirds fledged
from 1,977 nest boxes. This is the second highest total in the 11 years of the program.
The dry spring reduced dead young in nests from 270 in 1994 to 178 in 1995. Tree
Swallow fledging established & record high of 2,864, up nearly 400 from the previous year.
House Wren totals of 711 were down from the record 1,000 in 1991, Chickadees at 113
fledged just two fewer than last year's record high, The survey data cellected in Schoharie
County paralleled Kevin Berner's research results with bluebirds reported 1o have attempted
nesting in about 45 of every 100 Pelersan boxes, fledging 95 young. For every 100
standard nest boxes bluebirds afttempted 27 nestings and fledged 67 young. Tree
Swallows and House Wrens showed higher use rates for Peterson boxes but had higher
fledging rates in standard boxes.
--Schoharie County Bluebird Society

----- BROOME COUNTY NESTBOX NETWORK SUMMARY REPORT

A total of 32 members monitored 412 nest boxes in 1995, They fledged 249 Eastern
Biuebirds, 657 Tree Swallows, 138 House Wrens, 30 Black-capped Chickadees, 4 White-
breasted Nuthatzhes, and 5 Wood Ducks.

Joe Sedlacek had two interesting experiences with banded birds. An adult Tree Swallow
was originally banded by him on 26 May 1990, was recaptured on & June 1993, and again
on 24 June 1995 always in the same nest box. On 30 April 1995 he captured a banded
female bluebird at the Gagnon Farm. After determining that it was not one of his bands
or that of other area banders, he sent the necessary data to the Bird Banding Laboratory
in Laurel, Maryland. He was eventually infoermed that the bird had been banded as a
nestling near Oresden, Maine on 3 June 1992, about 425 miles from where it was nesting.
Tree Swallows took aver the nest box which the banded female bluebird had been using.
She and her mate were not seen again. Jee alse banded a Tree Swallow adult fernale on
3 June 1992, recaptured it 30 May 1993 and again on 31 May 1995--all in the same
general area. Another adult fermale Tree Swallow was banded on 26 May 1990, was
recaptured 6 June 1393 and once again on 24 June 1995, each time in the same nest box.

--Broome County Nesthbox Network

NORTH CAROLINA--BLUEBIRD NCOTES, Jan-Feb 1996

Ruby Clodfeller described an experience in spring 1995. A pair of bluebirds hatched
five young in a box in her yard. During the period the nestlings were being fed the female
disappeared, but the male continued to féed the brood. Two days after the female's
disappearance, the male seemed to be absent. After watching for four hours without
seeing the male, Ruby picked up the five babies and took them to her brother's nest box
12 miles away. Fortunately, the three young in that nest were close 1o the same age. The
parents fed all eight nestlings and five days later all eight fledged. The male which had
disappeared was found a week later dead at the edge of the yard. He had been hit by
a car.

Taking a cue from the Ohio Bluebird Society, the North Caralina 8luebird Society is
eslablishing county cocrdinators. Chuck Bliss chairs this effot.  The Board hopes that
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county coordinators will raise the visibility of the organization and publicize bluebirding
activities and techniques in all parts of the state,

Nora and Hobie Burleson moniter the boxes al the Bryan Park Golf Course, They have
had a variety of experiences and fledged 552 bluebirds in 1994 aut of 582 eggs. In 1995
that total was raised to 634 fledged. One nest had eight bluebird eggs, of which seven
fledged.

The 1995 nesting totals for Noith Carolina were 5,254 bluebirds fledged from 6,228 eggs
from 1,407 boxes., Among comments which monitors added to their survey forms was the
observation by Carl Cranmer that he had had 24 nuthalch nests wiih 110 fledged! Evelyn
Hill was kept busy not just with bluebirds. She had "swarms of hummingbirds. Make a
gallon of nectar daily.” Ron Bolton and his Starmount crew had good news, "The baffies
work! 1995 egg loss was 8% vs. 46% In 1994 and 28% in 1993; 86% fledged vs. 53% in
'94."

--North Carolina Bluebird Society

OHIO--Biuebird Monitor, Spring 1996

The Ohio Bluebird Society (OBS) plans paricipation in a dozen meetings, workshops,
and presentations during the spring season.

Dean Sheldon’s Blue Tip column, "A Flight to the Finish" provides a discussion of what
kind of exterior finish to put on nest boxes. That subject always elicits almost as much
discussion among bluebirders as what box is best. At least there seems to be unanimity
on the fact that box interiors should not have any kind of a finish coat. The popular
commerciai possibilities fall into three categories: 1) exterior latex or oil house paint with
light earthtones, not white, the clear choice; 2) exterior stains, again in light colors; and,
3) clear wood preservatives. He prints a couple of recipes for homemade stains which
have proven durable. Box builders are wamed against using Wolmanizeds wood because
of the chemical content. OFf course, boxes need not have any exterior finish at all!

Bob Orthwein, long-time Ohio bluebirder, addresses increasing problems with the House
Wren in "An Experimental House Wren Guard." Not only are wrens responsible for
numerous bluebird nest failures, but they are an even greater problem for chickadees.
Since chickadees don't nest far from wooded areas, one can't move chickadee boxes
farther into open areas in an attempt to escape wrens. Moving the boxes inte the woods,
whenaver passible, saw an improvermnent in production of young. Bob is also using a wren
guard developed by Warren Fry of East Berlin, Pennsylvania which biocks the view of the
entrance hole but allows antrance in the space behind it. Warren Fry and Dick Tuttle have
experimented with wren guards on boxes accepted by blusbirds. For biuebirds, Dick used
a 2-inch space between the guard and the entrance hole whife with chickadees he reduced
the space to 1-1/4 inches. With bluebirds he attached the guard when incubation started
and removed i when the young wers four days old, oo heavy 10 be thrown out by wrens.
If you experiment with these guards, be sure the species accepts and adapts to it and
continues to enter the box. Much further testing is required to determine the guards’
effactiveness and best use.

Orhwein also updates a Summer 1995 article about triple box lacations which he has
found save bluebirds and Tree Swallows from House Sparrow attacks. The previous article
specified a spacing of seven yards between each of the three boxes. Dick Tuttle, who
fledged and banded 864 Tree Swallows in 1995, feels five yards between boxes may be
a better spacing. Be sure that all three boxes at any one location are of the same type.

Merlin Lehman discusses bluebird predalors and various means of protecting boxes.

A flier published by The Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association entitled "Cat Facts:
Effects of House Cat Predation on Our Native Wildiife" is reprinted. Readers are
encouraged to copy and distribute the material. If there is any doubt as to the damage
songhbirds sustain from house cals, the numbers cited should jolt even the most avid cat
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fancier into keeping his or her pet inside, especially during the bird breeding season.

Wayne Davis explores a number of topics in his "Thoughts from Kentucky." He
advocates putting up boxes whenever they're built rather than waiting for some ideal time.
His favorite time for box placement is in the faill. Not only does this makeboxes available
as roost sites for overwintering bluebirds, but it is easier and more pleasant to erect boxes
in September and October rather than in February.

Davis has done some tests on the Peterson entrance and the slot entrance. This year
he is exparimenting with a round 1-9/16 inch (40 mm) hole 1o see whether Eastern
Bluebirds show as much of a preference for this size as do Mountain Bluebirds. He also
encourages individuals to scrounge wood for boxes in order 10 save trees.

Bill and Joan Davis describe methods of reaching interested individuals and encouraging
them to become OBS members in “The How-To of Building Membership."

--Ohio Bluebird Society

WISCONSIN-WISCONSIN BLUEBIRD, Winter 1995

The lead article is reprinted on page 100 of this issue of Siafia.

Steve Gilbertsen, Andover, Minnesota, and designer of a widely used nest box,
describes the materials needed and methods for construction of the PVC box. Don Bragg
has laid out a construction diagram.

A number of comments are reprinted from the 1995 surveys. Darriel Kumbler, Jr, of
Oshkosh, describes an unusual location for a bluebird nest. At Fort Bragg, North Carolina
he found a bluebird nest in the rafters of a bunker on the hand grenade range. The neat
nest contained six nestlings.

Carol McDaniel in her "County Coordinators Column' lists ways some bluebird
enthusiasts have publicized the species. Among method used were the following: an
exhibit of 15 types of boxes, a literature display at a meeting of the Wisconsin
Conservation Congress, a slide presentation at a iocal historical socisty, literature given to
people attending a conservation club banguet, a question and answer day at a local bird
stare, and a box building session ccupled with a slide program.

--Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin, Inc.

(TALES--Continued from page 119}

the project, and they make happy reading.
Bluebirds nested successfully in at least
five boxes, producing a total of at least 16
baby birds."

Marjorie has generously given of her
time for many years at the NABS office by
assisting in shipping catalogue orders.
Where would NABS be wilhout these
wonderful pecple? Not where we ars,
that's for sure! Mrs, Rose Marle Ranck
said it well recently: "You do a greal job!
Siafia is so interesting! | saw five or six
bluebirds in Downinglown {PA) twe weeks
ago! Yes! And we agree!

As we mourn Chuck and all those other
bluebirders who have gone before us, |
want to quote Debbie Dupree Gillen,
youngest of Belty and Chuck’s two
daughters and three sons, who at his
funeral said that she was certain that "I'll
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see my Dad again, because God our
Father, Jesus our Savior, and the Holy
Ghost our Comforter have through Holy
Scripture promised just that." Chuck wauld
comment after yet another full day at work
for NABS: "I've been so busy today, !
haven't had time to do nothin'f* But you
did more than nothin’, Chuck, and may
your resl be sweet and peaceful! B

NEW RATE OPTIONS
FOR NABS MEMBERS

Effective 1 January 1996, individuals
who choose the Student, Senior, or
Regular category of membership in the
North American Bluebird Society have the
opportunity 10 renew for either a single
year or for a thiee year period. See back
cover for compiete list.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SiALlA welcomes the correspondence
of its membershup  Bluebird Express
should become 2 forum for all who are
interested 1n communmnicating ther jdeas
and aclions concerning bluebird conser-
vation We will altempt to pubhsh a wide
range of wviews n a responsible manner
Keep your letters cormng!

Dear Editor:

While delivering in rural Edwardsville, 1
happened upcon one of the sons of a
boyhood chum to learn he is an avid
bluebirder. In order to discourage the cats
and other predators on his land, he
mounted 1he nesting box on a metal
fencepost, applied heavy grease, and
stuck it in the ground in the middle of a
cactus garden.

Sounds like the perfect solution to me
and | wonder if anyone else has come up
with such an idea. So | plan to share the
idea with the owners and managers of
golf courses on my routs,

H. Coy Winter
1802 West Adams
Belleville, IL 82223

Dear Editor:

After reading the article, "Protecting
Nest Boxes from Snakes" (18(1):7) about
an obviocusly effective bul somewhat
complex and messy way of deterring
climbing predators, | felt | should write
about our very simple technique, learned
from Sialia.

Some years ago, mention was made in
Sialia of the use of tack-strips (the strip
used to secure the edges of wal-to-wall
carpeting} 1o deter snakes frem raiding
nest boxes. Since then we have used il
both on metal poles (a 2-foot strip wired
to the pole) or on fences, where we nail
several pieces verically on the post and
horizontally on the rails. In some situations
which lock especially vulnerable, we even
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put very shorl pieces, strategically placed,
on the box itseif.

We can strongly recommend the use of
tack-strips for low cost, ease of use, and
unobtrusive appearance (it very soon
weathers). Our experience over several
years suggests, also, that it works very
well.

Richard Taylor
6432 Old Goose Creek Rd,
Middleburg, VA 22117

Dear Editor:

Here's a reminder to all bluebirders out
there--which, ! think, is VERY [MPOR-
TANT! | was quite disturbed after reading
the Winter 1996 issue of Sialia. There's a
nice picture on page 6 of an adult male
and two females perched on the fence
(one bird is on top of the nesting box).
The box appears to be mounted on the
post which suppors the fence and that's
what disturbs mei Obviously, there are sill
many people out there who don't realize
that raccoons patrol fence lines. Once
they find a box with eggs or babies
inside...you can bet that they'll check all
other boxes on that fence line. Do the
bluebirds a big favor. Move the boxes
away from fences and mount only on .
slick metal posts with raccoon guards!

Marcy Hoepfner
Route 1
Metamora, IL 61548

Dear Editor:
Qur daughter teaches school at the
Savannah Christian Preparatory School in
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Savannah, Georgia. Our grandchildren
also attend scheol there, ons in first grade
and the other in fifth. In 1995 my husband
cut out 45 bluebird boxes for the fifth
grade o build as Mother’'s Day presenis.

After completing this project, the schooi
expressed an interest in starting a bird
sanctuary on the property. We requested
and received information from NABS that
would help us with this project.

After many hours of work, my husband
had two bird feeders assembled and 36
bluebird boxes cut out and ready for
assembly. With our car loaded with wood,
nails, hammers, etc, we headed for
Savannah. Needless to say, the day we
helped build the boxes was more fun than
a barrel of monkeys. Seeing how proud
the children were as they each completed
a box was a just reward for the many
hours spent in preparation.

We only wish mare grandparents would
get involved with their grandchildren. For
many years to come as they watch the
birds and i1ake care of the nest boxes,
they will remember cne who cared.

Nancy W. Mills
P.O. Box 247
Culpeper, VA 22701

Dear Editor:

When we moved to our new hoeme in
November 1934 we immediately instalied
a bluebird box. We have always had
bluebirds near cur other homes, but we
had never had a yard that backed up io
an Atlantic marsh before. In early April a
lonely male bluebird showed up and sat
on the box for hours; then he left. A pair
of chickadees moved in and built a nest.

Shertly the maje bluebird came back
and removed every single piece of the
huge chickades nest. Then a female
bijuebird showed up with nesting material.
We didn't see any action at the box for
some time so we decided to check. My
husband, on the steptadder, knocked on
the box several times; nothing happened
s0 he began to unscrew the top. Out flew
the female bluebird and my husband
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almost fell off the ladder. | don't know

who was more frightened! There were five

beautiful biue eggs in a neat nest. What a
waonderful Easter surpriseT

Harriet S. Henderson

20 Coventry Close

Savannah, GA 31411

Dear Editor:

We had about 31 bluebird boxes on the
Turner Tumpike {(in 1994) about 16 miles
between Bristow and Stroud, easibound
and westbound. The project started out
small, scmething | could do on my way
to work. Every year it grew a little more.

We work with the maintenance
department and the highway patrol so as
not to be a bother, We raised 195
bluebirds and 12 chickadees.

We learned to control our snake
probiems using a T-post and putling a
sleeve of the thinner 2 inch PVC pipe over
it. | polish the PVC with Klean-and-Shine,
We only lost five birds to snakes in a box
we had not yet moved off a fencepost.
We have now.

Veda Beck
315 W. 9th
Bristow, OK 74010

The following itern was on the comguter
bulletin board The QOsprey Nest in
response to a query from Laura Downey
who had asked, “If | put up bluebird
boxes, will they come?"

Kind of as an exercise in wishful
thinking, | bought myself a bithday
present of a bluebird box about five years
ago. | mounted the box in the corner of
my vyard, walked back indoors, and
glanced casually out the back window to
see if the box was sasily visible. And |
almos! passed out!

There, on top of this spanking brand
new box was the first bluebird { had ever
seen in or near my yard. They nested
once that year, successfully. Since | had
gotien the box out so late (late April), they
only single-brooded. The following year

the bluebirds had moved in by the
(Continued on page 109)
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

The very sad news that NABS Treasurer
Delos C. "Chuck"” Dupree was stricken
by a cerebral hemorrhage and died
clouds a cool, lale spring here in
Maryland. While returning from a trip with
his wife Betty, Chuck complained of a
severe headache when they stopped for
the night on 26 April near Wilkes Barre,
PA. After being rushed to Geisinger
Hospital and undergoing a lengthy
operation, he was transferred to Doclor's
Hospital in Lanham, MD. Chuck never
regained conscicusness and passed away
on Mcnday, 6§ May 1996. Betly said that
Chuck had seen bluebirds along ihe
Maine coast. They cheered him greatly
and may have been his last sight of them.
NABS Historian Shirley Adams, of Alton,
IL, visiled headquarters with her sister
Anne earlier in April and snapped what
was probably the last photograph of
Chuck. We are experiencing now al/ of the
ways that he had worked for bluebirds--
not coming rear 1o coping with his loss!
As one of our business contacts
remarked: "He was the foundation of the
place!" Sarah Funkhouser’'s husband,
Glenn, a past treasurer for the Audubon
Naturalist Society, has stepped in to assist
with day-lo-day matters. We aim to salisty
aii of our commitments! Bul we are
devastafed!

Chuck leaves a legacy of a great love
for bluebirds and alf wildlife, coupled with
a greal energy to crusade on their behalf.
At his funeral on 9 May, | was able 10
chat with his brother, Donald Dupree, of
Milwaukee, W, who said he was happy 10
give financial suppart to NABS, even if his
heallh did not permit him a more active
role in bluebirding. Rev. Ray Prybis, OMI
was the officialing clergyman at Chuck’s
funeral. As a birding companion of
Chuck's, as well as NABS first
corresponding secretary, Fr. Ray was able
1o eulogize Chuck movingly. Chuck joins
in eternity other bluebirders who | am
aware died within the last year: NABS
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Founder Larry Zeleny, former NABS
beard member from Oregon Earl Giliis,
and Mountain Bluebird Trails co-founder
Duncan Mackintosh of Lethbndge,
Alberta. (Duncan's partner-in-bluebirding
Art Aylesworth of Ronan, MT, carries on
in energetic styfe.) Other bluebirders who
passed away include Revel Broyles, of
Springfield, Missouri, Bob Ahearn, of
Binghamton, NY, Frances Willis Harper,
of Granada, MS, Harold Bullerman,
Windsor, IL, and Joseph Patrick Treaber,
of Palos Heighis, IL {d. 1991). May they
live out the fantasy expressed by Nell
Charula, of Inez, TX, when she wrote:
".Very seldom do we see a bluebird,
once a migratory flock came through our
yard--f thought I'd died and gone o
heaven!" May the corner of heaven where
all the bluebirders have gone, in former
Auduben Naturalist Socisty President Bab
Lavell's words, "...be the happiest corner
of heaven"!

While still aspiring to heaven, we carry
on the bluebird cause. Georgeann Wood,
of Comus, MD, showed the reason our
work is needed: a snapshot she sent
shows a CAT reaching into a bluebird
nest box. She assured us that the cat was
not successful in harming any bluebirds,
and that her friend, past president of
NABS Anne Sturm of Barnesville, MO,
had urged her to send the snapshot to us
for laughs!

You never know where the NABS
acdress will be seen by prospeclive
bluebirders. Kim Smith of Poneto, IN, told
us she saw the Scciety's address in a
magazine at the doctor’s office, "so | don't
remember what exactly to ask for. | just
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know we have a few bluebirds around cur
nhouse. | would iike to know how to feed
them and house them. Any info would be
heloful.” Betty Rountree of Goldthwaite,
TX, said "l just read your "bluebird" slory
in the Birds and Blooms Magazine at my
beauty shop while | sat under the dryer.
Could | please have some more
information on the beautiful bluebird?"

Which remings me of a recent visit to
my hairdresser's, owned and run by
Tommy and Voula Spiropoulos, in
Cloverly, MD. Voula was complaining to
me about the constant onslaught of
House Sparrows in her bluebird nest
boxes. | was about to 1ell her that | could
lend her a sparrow trap when a woman in
the next chair said, "Voula, you should
contact the bluebird society--I'm a
member, and they sell sparrow traps!”
Voula laughed and pointed to me, and
said "Mary here runs the bluebird sociely!”
(A great exaggeralion!) So we became
acquainted--NABS member Ruth Grace
Crutchley, of Damascus, MD and me, the
executive director!

Barry Good wrote from Hatchville, MA,
that he is able to welcome back more
bluebirds as he goes birding on Cape
Cod. ‘Bluebirds are well reported
throughout the Cape most of the year.
They are becoming more and more
frequent and their numbers seem to be
increasing."

One of our reliable volunteers, Maxine
Montgomery of Leisure World in Silver
Spring, MD, recently wrote: "Due to many
physical problems, | will be unable 1o
participate in the mailings of Siafia. |
always looked forward {o those 'talk and
stuff’ sessions. | shall miss them."

We heard from another senior citizen
who, with her husband, helps in bluebird
conservation, Evelyn Thompson, of
Aiken, SC: "My daughter-in-law is a first
grade teacher in Easley, SC. Every year
my husband and | go there in February
and | give a talk on bluebirds and he
helps the children assemble and nail a
blugbird house to put in their yard. He
and my son pre-cut the houses before the
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exciling day. This year all other first
grades want 1o do this and If we agree 1o
take them all on, that will be 90 biuebird
houses."

A bluebird reward camé across the
path of Harold Boley, of Washinglon, IL.
"While working in our garden | noticed a
few bluebirds in a nearby tree. They were
singing their happy liitle song. | decided
to answer them the best | could and, 10
my surprise and delight, one flew to me
and sat on my head for two or three
seconds. | froze in my tracks from that
surprise.”

From Pulaski, TN, Johnnie Vincent
reported how he had become involved in
biuebird conservation. Paul and Alice
Crislip, before their deaths, had explained
the bluebird’'s plight to Johnnie, and they
all had installed and monitcred a bluebird
trail. Now with both of the Crislips gone,
Johnnie said: "Now | have retired and |
have the distinct privilege of continuing
the good project that Paul Crislip started.”

Those bluebirds will steal your hean, as
Douglas and Katherine McElroy of
Dougtasville, GA found out. "Last year |
built 15 boxes and put them up in various
places. 1 put up six on my golf course
after checking with the greenskeeper
about pesticides. He assured me that they
co not use harmful pesticides. All the
bluebirds are mulliplying as there were
three sets of young birds per box. | feel
very good about my golf course birds.”

Veteran NABS volunteer Marjorie
Mountjoy hails from Tennessee and
showed us the Collinglonian newsletter,
which reported in an article by Edward
Behr, "Collington’'s much-admired
bluebirds have evidently won this year's
battle against their arch-enemy--the House
Sparrows. A new strategy was adopled
this year in the eftort to end the sparrow's
lethat invasions of bluebird nests. New
nesting boxes were installed at several
sites outside the perimeter road, away
from the sparrows’ usual hangouts. The
biuebirds soon occupied some of these
new homes. Now the results are in,

thanks to Mary MacMartin, who oversaw
{Continued on page 115)
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The Perfect Thing

if | had to pick just one tune
To sing my whole life long,
Would | choose melancholy
Or a gay, sweet, simple song?

The compeser could be Mozan,
McCartney, Willie Nelson,
From classical 1o country
To set my feet in mction.

If asked to pick just one dress
To wear until | die,

Which color would becoms me,
A bright or pastel dye?

The fashion of the century,
To fit my shapely form.

The fiber cotton, knit or waal,
Summer ceol or winter warm.

Alas, it is too hard to choose
The perfect song and dress!

| dare not pick just one of each
And go without the rest!

How than, can our sweet bluebird, with
nc comment in the chacice,

Go through his life wilh perfect garb
And such hefitting voice?

| thrill at his familiar song,
Its sweet simplicity.

| never tire of the tune
This dear bird sings 1o me.

The blue robe is exquisite,
A hue of finery!

The Ultimate Designer
Dressed him impeccably!

Men yearn for perfect song and dress
Wae search the whole world through,
Perhaps wa feel our final choice

in time would never do.

S0 precious little bird of blue
When you return each spring,

Your song and dress should tell us
That love’s the perfect thing.

--Carol J. McDanief
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Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan

T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehrl
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lome Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud" Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton
Peter D. VanDuser
George K Freeland, Jr.

Mountain Bluebird

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Boschen
Donna R. Hagerman

Deni & Al Perry

Hazel Skuce

Western Bluebird
Charlotte Corkran
Elizabeth Crispin
Raymond Fontaine
Mrs. Olive M. Kemp

Eastern Bluebird
Ann & Marty Bambrick
Trudy Beddow

Gary Black, Jr.
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Richard Bouchard
Millicent B. Bowarman
Bowater

Sarah S. Braunwell
Lylia Bryant

Joe H. Capley

Larry E. Cartwright
Harry Eichbaum

M. Falchi

Susan A. Fisher Family
Larry Gasper, Il

Pat Givens

Tommye S. Givens
George W. Grant

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Ted W. Hahn Family
Gerald L. Hartley

John R. Hays

David W. Heidenreich
Barbara A. Inzana
Pamela Isdell

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Larry & Betty Jernigan
David M. Johnson
Pauline R. Kasserman
Kingsley Kelly

Ron E. Kingston

Mr. & Mrs. Galen Lahr
Joan Lane

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Aletha J. Lindstrom
Mrs. F. Leslie Long
Ms. Felicia Lovelett
Mrs. George Luce

Mrs. Gertrude B. Maynard
Bruce McNaughton
Susan C. Monteith
Maxine C. Montgomery
Royal M. Montgomery, M.D.
Chester F. Piell

Ruby N. Priddy

Katrina Renouf

Karyn Baker Riney
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Schier
Cynthia Schonberg
Batty Shaull

Minneliese Shriver
Robert W. Siegele
Stanley D. Silsby
Barbara K. Silver

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, Il
Nelsen W. Taylor
Dawn Todd

Russ Valentine

J.C. Webb

Nancy Weber

Susan F.C. Weil

Sue Wells

The Wilds

Michael Owen Willson

Fledgling Bluebird
Lea & Harry Allen

Victaria Allen

David Alpert, M.D.

Terry Andrews

Augusta Bird Club

Carol Hee Barnett

Mrs. Constance Benson
Howard C. Black

Robert P. Bodine

Mr. & Mrs. Trevor Bronson, Jr.
William J. Broussard, M.D.
Jane H. Brown

Robert J. Brown

Todd & Deb Burrus

Edith F. Camp

Bruce Carlson

Chestesfield Christian Church
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Chietero
Mary L. Contakos

G.R. Cook

Ruth M. Coppedge

Amy A, Cox

Kristine Crutch

Marvin Dicker

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Dowling Public Library
Susan Doyle

H.N. Fogel, M.D.

Forest Garden Club

Dee & Odell Friar

Ms. Vivien Glenn

Betty Harmon Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis C. Hayford
Dana L. Heisey

Charles & Jan Huthmacher
Innovative Recycled Products, Inc.
Mrs. R.L. Ireland, IlI
Barbara R. Irwin

Randy & Laura Jertberg
Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Cathryn Kurtagh

Robert J. Lavell

Louise Lehrman

Neal Lowen

Kay MacNeil

Mrs. Marilyn Michalski

Ms. Gene Miller

Jack L. Moltembrey

Leland M. Moss

Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
David B. Oliver, il

P.P. Olson

George P. O'Neil

Victor Pastor

Roger Peloguin

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt
Mark & Jean Raabe
Catherine Reno

Mrs. Charles G. Rice
Grant C. Riggle

Roger E. Roberts

Todd Ryker

Chester G. Schmidt
Gretchen N. Schwartz

Mrs. E.B. Sheaff

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Deonald Simonson

John W. Skooglund

Dr. & Mrs. Lester Stephens
Thomas A. Temple, Jr.
Mrs. Irene M. Unruh

Mrs. Madeline M. Walters Family
Kim L. Williams

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Williams
Stephen M. Wimmingham
Woodbury Womans Club
Jeannie Wright

Carl & Phyllis Zenger
(Continued on page 93)



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species ¢f bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Scciety is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior {over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Family $25; Sustaining $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Three year rates: Student and
Senior $28.50; Regular $42.00. Add $2.00 per year for
Canada and Mexico and $3.00 per year for other
countries (surface mail). U.S. funds only, please.
Amounts over $6.00 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295





