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Siafia means bluebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, sialia is the Latin-
ized, neuter plural version of the Greek word
siafia, a noun meaning a “kind of bird.”
Since the Eastern Bluebird was the first
bluebird classified by Carolus Linnaeus
(1707-1778), he gave it the species name
sialis, though he placed it in the genus
Motacilia which is now reserved for the
wagtails. [t was William Swainson (1789-
1855), who, in 1827, decided that the blue-
birds needed a genus of their own within
the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
the generic hame Slalia which he simply
adapted from the species name sialfis which
Linnaeus had used. Therefore, the scientific
name for the Eastern Bluebird is Sialia
sialis (pronounced see-ahl-ee-ah see’-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Mountain Bluebird, the two other species
within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
icana and Sialia currucoides (CO0-roo-coy-
dees) respectively. Their species names are
descriptive of their locations. All three biue-
bird species are native only to the North
American continent, although each inhabits
different regions generally separated by the
Rocky Mountains and by altitudinal prefer-
ences.

While the adult birds ali show differing
plumages, the young of all three species
look remarkably alike, prominently display-
ing spotted breasts and large white eye
rings. This similarity in plumage was the
principal reason the Society chose the
juvenal bluebird for its logo. Since bluebirds
aimost always choose to raise their young
in small enclosed cavities, a young bluebird
sitting near a nesting box seemed to sym-
bolize our mission. The hope of any species
resides in its young. Because of bluebird
nesting preferences, the survival of their
young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a
variety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme of bluebird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring one
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme will remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.

Sialia (I1SSN 08390-7021) is published quarterly by the North American
Bluebird Society, Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295. Subscription
price is included in annual membership dues. Single copies: $2.50. Write
for information about bulk guantities. Checks and money orders should
be made payable to North American Bluebird Society and should be in
United States funds. Issues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer and
Autumn and appear approximately on the fifteenth of January, April,
July and October respectively, Deadline for submission of material is
three months prior to date of publication; dated items only, two months.
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Presidential Points

Charlotte Jernigan

hen | think about the signifi-

cance of our membership
and the importance of our varied
contributions, many things come
to mind: the importance of our mis-
sion, the creative approach that so
many apply, the lessons learned—
both positive and negative—and
most especially the dedication
that literally is extended the width
and breadth of North America and
Bermuda.

We have been effective pro-
moters of harmonizing the special
needs of nature with the needs of
man and his activities, and we
share the excitement of good re-
sults regardiess of where they take
place. Comparing what has been
accomplished however, with what
must be, is minimal. Again I'd like
to focus on a situation in south-
east Arizona.

In late summer of 1991, Eared
Trogons (Euptilotus neoxenus)
accepted Southwestern hospitality
and became celebrated winged
tourists from the mountains of
western Mexico which is their only
range. They are 50 rare and reclu-
sive that some of Mexico's most
avid birders have never seen them.
Although their arrival delighted
birders, it had biolcgists scratch-
ing their heads. For the first time
in history, Eared Trogons were
nesting in the United States! Take
a bow, Arizona. We hope it was be-
cause something was done right,
but no one knows with any certain-
ty. Could deforestation or food
shortages have prodded a Mexican
exodus? Or had good rains that
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year and wildlife crops in Arizona
lured them? We really don't know.
We do know that the excite-
ment of seeing a rare bird can, and
sometimes does, overwhelm peo-
ple, so steps had to be taken to be
sure that the birds were comfor-
table with the decision that they
had made. The trogons selected a
cavity in a dead maple located in
the Huachuca Mountains. These
beautiful, bright, red-breasted
birds were observed by birders as
they flew to the hole in the tree car-
rying food for their nestlings.
There are 35 species of tro-
gons in the world, but Mexico has
only eight of them. The Eared Tro-
gon is 13 1/2 inches long. Every
inch from the top of its head to the
bottom of its long, squared tail is
exquisite tropical beauty. If beauty
is in the eye of the beholder, |
choose to think that the dead
maple that extended its leafless
limbs in welcome is also beautiful
and will be protected. It had served
the purpose nature intended. Its
very existence gives it a rightful
place in history. Aren’t we glad
that dead tree was still standing?
Spring means “trail time,” and
to all who have put out nesting
boxes, | wish you bluebirds al-
ways. lEi

Sialia, Summer 1993



Use of the Mayfield Method to Predict Daily Survival for
Eastern Bluebirds in Jackson County, Michigan

Therese M. Schmidt

Abstract

Long-term studies are essential for the measurement of trends in populations. Glven the
relatlve scarcity of such studies, data were coltected over a six year period on the nesting
actlvities of Eastern Blueblrds (Siaifa sialls) In Jackson County, Michlgan. Nest boxes meet-
Ing dimenslonal specltications of the North American Bluebird Soclety wers placed In suit-
able habltat by the Dahlem Environmental Center “Bring Back the Blueblrd” project. Nest
boxes In this study were predominantly contalned within a 20 square mile (44 sq km) study
area and were monitored by wildllfe biologlist Interns, Nest boxes were placed In palrs with a
minimum of 15 fesf (4.6 m) between boxes and 100 yards {(81.4 m) between palrs,

Utillzing the system of statlstical analysls developed by Harold Mayfleld, probabllitles for
nest, egg and nestling survlval were calculated for Eastern Blueblrds nesting within the study
area, The rate of hatchlng success was also calculated. The product of egg survlval, nestling
survlval, and hatch rate glves an overall probablllty of survival from the time of nest bullding
to the fledging of at least one nestling. The Mayfield method accounts for the varlablllty in
data gathered by many observers and presents a method for Incorporation of statlstical analy-
slginto long-term fleld studles,

Ovaer the six year perlod, overall survlval probabillties ranged from a low of 68.72% In 1992
10 96.87% In 1890, with a mean overall survlval probability of 83.52%. The relatively high prob-
abllities of dally survival were most llkely Influsenced by the protections afforded to the birds
from the provislon of the artlficlal nesting cavities as wall as measures taken to control preda-
tlon and parasltlsm. Untll appropriate control areas are well-established, It wlll be ditficult to

pradict precisaely how these protections affect overall Eastern Blueblrd survival.

Introductlon

Many conservation programs are
inltiated by communlty votunteers who
carry out the valuable but largely over-
looked project of monitoring the breed-
Ing actlvitles of selected populations.
The hope Is that such data wliil lead to
actlons which wlil conserve habltat or
afford protection so that population
numbers Increase. The use of mon[tor-
Ing data to ald in the development of
longltudinal studles Is currently one of
the more actlve areas of long-term blrd
studles in the Unlted States.

The mentlon of the word “‘monltor-
ing,” however, has connotatlons
among many ecologlsts of unsclen-
tiflc, amateurish technlgues which
generally produce data seen as having
little maerlt or slgnificance. Some ecol-
oglsts express concern that monltor-
Ing populations Is a poor use of time
and resources since the monltoring
data may prove to be useless to the
study at hand (O'Connor 1882). Addl-
tionally, It Is argued that monitoring
populations Is polltically poputar, but
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essentlally meaningless unless one Is
committed to persulng long-term stud-
les to which the power of rigorous sta-
tistical analysis may be applled {Krebs
1992). The task at hand, then, is not so
much to eliclt public sympathy for a
specles “In trouble,” but to quantify
where the problems of survivability of a
specises |le and then make approprlate
Interventlons.

When the nesting success of birds
Is studled, observers want to know
with as much certainty as posslble,
how many of the nests bulit produce
eggs and how many of the eggs lald
produce young that survive to fledging.
In order to record data with maximum
accuracy, a nest slte would need to be
under observatlon before the birds be-
gan using It. Although Mayfileld con-
tends that this Is possible when nest
boxes are employed as a means of
studylng a population, the reallty Is
that even a nest box trall program Is
susceptible to the same types of vari-
abllity In data as programs which do
not rely on the provision ot artlficial
nesting cavitles. Often, nest boxes are
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monltored not dally, but at intervals
ranging from 7 to 14 days, with once
weekly monitoring being the norm
(Zeieny 1878).

This gives rise to the dllemma that
Maytleld speaks to In his method of
how to account for the fact that nests
are often discovered at varlous stages
in the nesting cycle. Prolonged periods
of cold or Iinclement weather which
prevent monlitors from opsening the
nest boxes for observation also con-
tribute to the discovery of nesting ac-
tlvity at various stages. The alternative
would be to monltor nest boxes on a
dally basis, risking the abandonment
of nests due to human Interference or
loss of nests to predators attracted by
actlvity at the nest box. Glven these
constralnts, what one ends up with Is
productivity calculated from nests and
eggs found which has the possibility
of ditfering significantly from produc-
tivity calculated from nests buift and
eggs lald. For example, within a seven
day observation perlod, It Is entirely
possible that a nest partlally bullt
could be taken over by a competing
specles, or a nest which appears to be
Inactlve may actually have contalned
eggs which were removed by a preda-
tor (Mayfleld 1961). Other factors con-
tributing to the variabllity of data in
this and other studies are the number
ot Individuals responsible for gather-
Ing data, the time perlod In which mon-
Itoring occurs, and the stage of the
nesting cycle at which nests are found.

In order to account for the blas in-
herent in field data, particularly that
collected by many observers of varylng
skill levels, a method of estimating
daily survivorship was developed by
Harold Mayfieid. This method allows
for estimation of parameters which are
functlons of the dally survival probabil-
tties. Subsequently, derivation of the
corresponding variances and statistl-
cal comparisons of these parameters
are then possible (Hensler 1985). May-
field uses the concept of exposure to
arrlve at these parametric estimations,
His method recognizes that the num-
ber of nests lost will depend on the
number of nests belng observed .as
well as the time perlod for which the
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nests are under observation. Exposure
Is simply the comblnation of nests and
time, with the total exposure for a
group of nests being the summation of
all the days spanned by observation at
each individual nest (Mayfleld 1975).
Additionally, the concepts of egg days,
nestling days and hatch rate are used
In the calculation of the overall proba-
bliity of dally survival. The egg day Is
calculated by dividing the total number
of eggs lost by the number of exposure
days where the nest contalned eggs.
Nestling days are calculated In a siml-
lar fashlon, and the hatch rate Is calcu-
lated from the number of eggs hatched
dlvlded by the number of eggs present
at hatching. The product of egg sur-
vival, nestling survival, and hatch rate
gives the overall probabillty of survival
of a blrd from the time the egg Is lald
until the bird fledges from the nest.

Materlals and Methods

Nest box monltoring data were
collected for a six year perlod from
1987 to 1982 from the *Bring Back the
Bluebird” project administered by the
John and Mary Dahlem Environmental
Center In Jackson, Michigan, Although
volunteer monltors contributed much
of the data, thils study was comprised
of data predominantly confined to a 20
square mlle (44 sq km) study area for
which wildlife blologlst interns con-
ducted monitoring and banding actlvl-
ties. Although this project was estab-
lished In 1885 (Hodgson 1986}, consls-
tent monitoring of nest boxes did not
begln to take place untll the establish-
ment of the study area In 1987.

All nest boxes used In the project
were made of 1/2 In. (1.27 cm) thick
white pine, constructed In accordance
with the dimensional specifications of
the North American Blueblrd Soclety
(Zeleny 1978). Nest boxes were palnted
wlth a light grey exterlor paint to pre-
vent overheating and to provide protec-
tion agalnst damage from the ele-
ments, All nest hoxes In the study area
were placed In palrs with a minimum of
15 ft. (4.5 m) between boxes and 100
yds. (80 m) between pairs. Although
most of the argument for palring of
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boxes Is anecdotal (Shantz, Stiles, Du-
pree, Pltzrick 1986), the ratlonale for
pairing was the bellef that It lessened
competition with other cavlty-nesting
specles, particularly Tree Swallows
(Tachycineta bicofor;.

Saveral protections were afforded
to blueblrds utllizing the nest hoxes.
Each nest slte was checked at least
once every seven days. As SO0n as an
Eastern Blueblrd nest was discovered,
a llberal coating of automotlve grease
was applled to the supporting pole of
the nest box to discourage raccoon,
shake, and housecat predation. The
use of a 1/2 In. (1.27 cm) predator guard
kept the nest out of reach of predataors
that may have succeeded In climbing
the pole. Loss of nestlings due to para-
sitlc blowfly {(Protocalliphora siaila) In-
festatlon was formerly prevented by
the addlition of 1 teaspoon of 1% ro-
tencne powder to the nesting materlal
prior to the eggs hatching (Zeleny
1976). Out of concern for the unneces-
sary use of pesticides, the use of rote-
none was discontinued In 1990. In-
stead, nesting materlals were checked
for blowfly larvae at each monltoring.
If evidence of larvae were present, the
nestlings were removed to a safe
place, a new nest was built out of dry
grasses, and the nestlings replaced in
the new nest. Observational evidence
Indlcates that no abandonment of
nestlings occurred as a result of this
practice (unpublished ohservation).

Monltoring of nest boxes began In
mid-April and continued through the
end of July. Each nest box was checked
on a weekly basls and the number of
eggs or nestlings present at each visit
was recorded. Evldence of predation or
parasitism was also recorded. Nest
boxes were not opened durlng Inclem-
ent weather or when the amblent tem-
perature was less than 50°F (28° C).
Nest boxes were also not opened when
nestlings were known 1o be more than
15 days old to prevent early fledging.
After a nest had either falled or fledged
young, the contents of the nest box
were removed in order to provide a
clean, paraslte-free cavity for subse-
quent nestings (Zeleny 1976).

Nesting success can be measured
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In flve baslc stages: (1) survival of the
nest during building; {2) survival of the
nest while eggs are being laid; (3} sur-
vival of the eggs durlng Incubatlon;
{4) hatching success, which Is calcu-
lated from the day the flrst young
hatches, and (5) survlval of the young
to fledging, In which a successful nest
Is one that fledges at least one young
(Mayfleld 1975).

In this study, nesting success was
vlewed In three stages: (1) survival of
the nest from the time It was bullt un-
tll the first egg was laid; (2) survival
during the comblned period of egg lay-
ing and Incubatlon; (3) survival of the
nestlings from the hatching of the first
egg to the fledging of at least one
young.

Survlval rates and mortallty rates
ware calculated for the egg (Flg. 1} and
nestling perlod (Flg. 2) by summation
of the total number of egg and nestling
days. Dividing the total number of
losses during each perlod by the total
number of days spanned by that perlod
glves the mortallity rate for each of the
three stages of the nesting cycle. An
egg which survived to hatching was
glven an egg day value of 14 days,
which |s the mean incubatlon time for
Eastern Bluebird eggs. Accordingly, a
nastling which survived to fledging
accounted for a nestling day value of
21 days (Zeleny 1978).

Separate calculations were made
for nest days and the hatch rate. Nest
days were used as a unlt for measuring
exposure, with one nest surviving one
day accounting for one nest day (Flg.
3). For example, nest boxes ware mon-
Iltored every seven days. Two nests
under chservatlon during this period
accounted for 14 nest days. Even
though the nests were observed only
once durlng this perlod, the time span
Is the cruclal factor in the calculation
of nest success, The hatch rate (Fig.
4) Is slmply calculated by dividing the
number of eggs successfully hatched
by the number of eggs present at
hatching. The percentage of success-
ful nests (Fig. 5) was calculated by
dlviding the total number of nests pro-
ducing at Ieast one fledgling by the
total number of nests observed and
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Figure 1, Dally survival rate for eggs from the time the first egg is laid until the first
egg hatches.

105 I , I
wn
o
&)
L 100 r -
—J
-
L
W
W
Ll
o
73]
R
90

1987 1988 19889

Figure 2. Dally survival rate for nestlings from the hatching of the first nestling until
the fledging of at least one young from the nest.
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Figure 3. Dally survival probabilitles for nasts from the time of nest building untif the

fledging of at least one nestling.
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muitiplylng the resulting number by
100 (Mayfleld 1961).

The probabllity that an egg pres-
ent at the start of Incubatlon will pro-
duce a tledgling was calculated by
multiplying the probabilitles of egg
survival, nestiing survlval, and the
hatch rate. Thls gave a rate of overall
dally survlval (Fig. 6). If a nest, egg, or
nestling was lost, the ioss was calcu-
lated as occurring at the midpoint of
the observation period. For a seven day
observation perlod, a loss was consid-
ered to have happened on day four of
the interval between observations,

Results

The dally survival rates for nests
(Fig. 3) ranged from 98.92% to 99.71%.
However, the percentage of successful
nests (Flg. 5}, that Is, nests that survive
untll at least one young Is fledged,
ranged from 62.9% In 1989 10 91.7% In
1987.

Dally rates of egg survlval were
based on calculatlons for all eggs lald

Volume 15, Number 3

1987 1988 1989

{Flg. 1), and ranged from 99.71% In
1990 to 98.06% In 19891, Hatch rates
{Fig. 4) were calculated according to
the percentage of eggs hatched from
the number of eggs present at hatch-
Ing. These data range from 70.1% In
1892 to 97.67% In 1990. This Is due to
the fact that the 1990 observations
comprised primarily second nesting
data, thus resulting In a greater rate of
hatching.

Nestling dally survival (Fig. 2) re-
malned consistent throughout tha six
year perlod, ranglng from 98.6% In
1982 to 99.89% In 1987. Overall proba-
bilities of dally survival Indlcate the
percentage of eggs which survlve to
become nestlings which successfully
fledge from the nest (Flg. 6). These
probabilitles ranged from 88.27% In
1982 to 98.87% In 1990. Agaln, differ-
ences are attributable to the avallabll-
ity of a smalier amount of data for the
1890 nesting season. The mean dally
survival probabllity based on the slx
yoars of observation Is 83.52%.
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Figure 4. Percentage of eggs hatched from the total number of eggs present at the
time of hatching.
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Figure 5. Percentage of nests producing at least one fliedgling from all nests
observed.

85 | I I I

90
85 -
BO
75
70

65 -

% SUCCESSFUL NESTS

60 -

29

50 !

1987 1988 1989

a8 Sialia, Summer 1993




Figure 6. Overail daily survival probability for Eastern Blueblrd young based upon
egg survival, nestling survival, and hatch rate.
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DiIscusslon

While a mean overall probabtlity
of daily survival of 83.52% could sug-
gest that the Eastern Bluebird popula-
tion Is beginning to make a recovery In
the southern |ower peninsula of Mich-
igan (Brewer, McPeek and Adams 1991;
Campbell 1892), the argument for re-
covery cannot be made on numbers of
fledglings alone. Without further band-
ing and return studles of adult blue-
birds, one cannot unequivocally argue
that the population Is Indeed recover-
ing. To base the argument for species
recovery on nestling and fledgling data
alone Is faulty loglc and rlsks prema-
ture abandonment of Interventions
aimed at a specles which may still be
in great need of assistance.

Although protections afforded to
Eastern Blueblrds utilizing the nest
boxes were unlform throughout the six
year perlod, they must stlll be taken In-
to account when looking at probablll-
tles for dally survival. As of yet, con-
trol areas have not been weli-estab-
Itshed. Future research goals Include

Volume 15, Number 3
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1987 1988 1989

establlshing a control study area
where no attempts wlll be made to pro-
tect nestlng birds from predation or
parasltism. For the purposes of attract-
ing biueblrds to the area and ensuring
contlnued use, nest boxes would have
to contlnue to be cleaned betwesn
nestings. Compariscns of mortality
and survival rates could then be cal-
culated to give a specific indlcation of
how the provlsion of nest boxes and
protection from predation and paraslit-
Ism Impact upon Eastern Blueblird pro-
ductivity,

Fluctuatlions In the rates of surviv-
al hetween years must also be account-
ed for. Higher survival rates Iin 1987 and
1980 may be duse, In part, to the fact
that monitoring activitles did not start
untll late Aprtl to early May and contin-
ued through the first week of August.
In 1989 and 1992, monltoring started
several weeks earller, beginning In
early Aprll and stoppling In late July. It
is plausible then, that there was
ehough varlation In time to affect re-
sults obtalned. Colder temperatures In
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the early spring months could account
for significant elevations In observed
mortallty (survival rates of 68.27% in
1992 vs. 99.80% In 1990), whereas ob-
servations spanning the warmer spring
and summer months could account for
significantly higher rates of survival.
Overall survlval probablllitles for the
1881 and 1992 seasons are the lowest
observed during the six years of this
study. This Is consistent with data sub-
mitted to the Michigan Nestbox Net-
work for these years (unpublished data,
Michlgan Nestbox Network). During
the three years that nest boxes were
monltored from mid Aprll to late July,
overall survlval probabilities do not dIf-
fer significantly, suggesting that there
are critlcal perlods for both losses and
Increased chances of survlval. ]
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Blueblrd Press Relsase
Provided to Ohio Newspapers

Earller this year NABS Historlan
Jane Wllilams sent a press release to
all newspapers In the state of Qhlo.
The materlal was prepared by Secretary
Douglas LeVasseur and was timed to
colncide with the beginning of the
nesting season. It asked readers to Join
In the effort to save the blueblrd and In-
vited them to obtaln more Information
by wrlting to the Ohio Bluebird Soclety
or the North American Blueblrd So-
clety.

Previously, Mrs. Wllllams has sent
similar press releases to newspapers
In the states of New York and Pennsyl-
vania,

Inquirles about this press release
should be dlrected to the North Amerl-
can Bluebird Society, Box 68285, Sliver
Spring, MD 20918-6295.

NABS SLIDE SHOW

To rent or purchase the blueblrd
slide show, write to the following ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20916-6295. Please allow a
month for delivery and, If possible,
specify several dates,

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script {no slide tray). if a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.
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Bluebird Nest Box Seasonal Conversion

Don Macheth

| am a new volunteer in
Brandywine Creek State Park, a
Delaware park just north of Wil-
mington. | was asked to assist in
the bluebird program which in-
cluded building some new boxes
and upgrading others with mater-
ials supplied by the park superin-
tendent. | read books by Lawrence
Zeleny as well as Donald and
Lillian Stokes. Instead of building
roosting boxes (as well as nest
boxes) it appeared that winterizing
boxes would be the best way to
help wintering bluebirds. Armed
with information from the books
and from several articles in Sialia

(Bullerman’s box 14(4):125-127 plus
Darling and Thompson-Delaney’s
recommendation of hardware
cleth platforms beneath nests to
reduce blowfly infestation from 87
to 32 percent 15(1):13-16), | set
about butlding nest boxes.

The park superintendent and
| decided to build deep side-open-
ing boxes with a 4 x 4 inch floor,
Beyond that | was on my own. The
box floors are now 4 x 3 1/4 inches
with 3/8 inch slots running from
front to rear. Each roof extends 4
inches beyond the front and 3/4
inch on each side.

The nesting platform was

Figure 1. Nest Box Platform 90 ° Rotation for Summer and Winter

Hardware
Cloth

4" x 4" Floor

Volume 15, Number 3

3/4” square

Platform is
rotated 90°
to winterize
nest box.
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next. Two pieces of 3/4 x 3/4 x 37/8
inch wooden strips with hardware
cloth attached between them
formed the platform (Fig. 1). The
raised platform serves to provide
extra ventilation under the nest
during the summer. In the fall, it is
rotated one-quarter turn (80°)
which closes off the 3/8 inch slots
in order to winterize the box.

Additional ventilation in sum-
mer is provided by 3/8 inch open-

Figure 2. Bluebird Nest Box Conversion

,\/K«/\/\/N

ings at the top of each side under
the roof overhang. By installing a
1/2 inch thick x 3/4 inch wide x 7
inch long wooden strip over each
vent opening and using a screw at
the rear as a pivot, the strip can be
moved to winterize the box (Fig. 2).
It is fastened in front with a second
screw. The dimensions of the vent
closure can be altered to fit the
box style being built. | have recent-
ly built two Peterson boxes and the
(Continued on page 95)

SIZETO
[ FITBOX

2 vent closures are
required for each
box.

1/27 x 314" x 7”
approximately

_ STORE FOR
SUMMER

Diagrams by Don Macbeth



The Effects on Bluebird Productivity of
Not Monitoring Boxes

Wayne H. Davis

Everyone with experience on a
bluebird trail recognizes the impor-
tance of monitoring boxes to maximize
their efficiency for production of blue-
birds. If a dead brood or abandoned
nest is cleaned out, the bluebirds will
likely nest again. If a House Sparrow
{Passer domesticus) is destroyed and
its nest removed, bluebirds are likely to
move in, For both the pleasure of blue-
birding and to increase the effective-
ness of our work, checking each box
througheout the nesting season is im-
portant.

Every summer since 1958 | have
spent a week or more in northwestern
Minnesota where | have access to a
farm and several cemeteries. Over the
years | have placed various nesting
structures for Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia
Sialis) in these locations. These nest
sites are heavily used by bluebirds and
are, generally, successful; the flattened
nests indicate that bluebirds have
probably fledged the previous summer.
Northwestern Minnesota is especially
conducive to success; there are no
black snakes, and | have never seen
those little biting ants that are such a
problem in Kentucky.

There probably are many trail
operators who spend part of each sum-
mer someplace away from home and
either have, or have thought about hav-
ing, boxes at that location. Without be-
ing able to monitor boxes, one might
wonder what the result might be. If the
boxes raised House Sparrows, it would
be better not to erect them, for we do
not want to have an evolutionary selec-
tion for House Sparrows that prefer to
nest inour boxes.

To measure the effect of infre-
quent visits, | have established lines
of boxes along several major highways
and parkways in central Kentucky and
subjected them to different treatment
schedules. Boxes were placed on the
right-of-way fences which beleng to
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the state highway depariment. The
boxes have slot entrances. Most are 5
inches (12.5 cm) deep; those that have
had House Sparrows In earlier years
had received wooden blocks to make
them more shallow (3 1/2 inches; 8.7
cm). | placed the boxes on the wire
fences instead of the steel T posts so
that | could treat them with ant barrier
(see Fig. 1).

Cn one line | cleaned the boxes
and treated the access wires with
Tangte Trap® indJanuary 1992, Another
line was treated with Tangle Trap in
July 1991, and the boxes cleaned out in
February 1992, A third line was treated
in February 1991 and the boxes cleaned
outin August 1991, The fourth line con-
sisted of boxes that had not been
tended in any way in either 1991 or
1992,

All boxes were Inspected 25-27
July 1992, and thelr contents and con-
ditlon recorded. A wide varlety of sltua-
tlons was found. The most common
findings were boxes that had fledged
blueblrds and boxes that contained
ants, mlce, or both, Other findings In-
cluded nest starts, unused nests,
abandoned eggs, dead young, and ac-
tive nests of blueblrds. Three boxes
had wasps, one had bumblebees, and
two had been ralded by raccoons. Sev-
eral boxes had become unsultable for
bluebirds because of encroachment of
weeds or vines. In addltlon to blue-
birds, the boxes fledged House Wrens
(Troglodytes aedon), Carolina Wrens
(Chryothorus ludovicichus), Tree Swal-
lows (Tachycineta bicolor), Carollna
Chlckadees (Parus carolinensis), and
House Sparrows. Elght of the boxes
that had not been tended since 1980
contalned nests that had fledged biue-
blrds In 1991 but not In 1892. The 1992
fledgings were easlly recegnized by
the feces on the sides of the box and
on the nest as well as the fragments of
beetles and grasshoppers.
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The most Important findlngs are
summarized In Table 1. The few blue-
bird nests that were stlll active have
been Ilumped with those that had
tledged.

Discussion

Tangle Trap is effectlve as an ant
barrler throughout the season when
applied In January. Ants had obtained
access to a single box vla an ironweed
that had grown up and lodged In the
entrance. Tangle Trap was not effec-
tlve as a mouse barrler. Mice could
reach the corners of the box and by-
pass the Tangle Trap. They also would
go through It and wear it off, howaver,
making a box accessible to ants. Ant
barrlers applied In August of 1991 were
generally effectlve through the 1992
season |f they were not worn by mice
or bypassed with weeds. No trace re-
mained of the ant barrler that had been
placed in February 1991.

Mice generally use boxes In win-
ter; few mouse nests appear In summer

If boxes are cleared In early spring.
Thus, hoxes cleaned and treated for
ants In January were generally avall-
able for bluebirds. A high percentage
of boxes that were not cleaned were
unavailable to bluebirds.

Roughly a third of the boxes on all
four lines studied fledged blueblrds in
1992. This was surprising because in
some areas of Kentucky all of our
boxes get fliled with mouse nests in
winter. The apparent explanatlon is
that this experiment was done in what
Is known as the Central Bluegrass of
Kentucky. Much of the rcadside here is
manicured on hoth sides of the fence,
provlding no cover for mice or ants.
The mice that use our boxes (Pero-
myscus feucopus} must have some
sort of cover—brush, trees, logs,
rocks, etc. Since ants (Crematogaster
clara} leave the boxes in autumn to
spend the winter under cover in the
ground, the clean fence rows are also
unsultable for these Insects.

House Sparrows were a minor

Flgure 1. Rear View of Box Mounted on Wire Fence.

— 3
ANT BARRIER

Lal ;

HERE

HERE \

™l
A “.._Vf

LK

f

Fe N

|

/

AND HERE

94

Sialia, Summer 1993



percent

fledged that fledged had percent
bluebirds  tledged House had mouse with mlce
# in 1892 blueblrds  Sparrows  ants  nests andfor ants
Treated and
cleaned Jan.
'82 486 17 37% 3 1 4 11%
Treated In
July ‘91;
cleaned
Feb.'92 44 19 43% 0 7 7 32%
Treated In
Feb. 91,
cleaned
Aug. "91 86 22 33% 0 16 12 38%*
Not treated
or cleaned
'81 or'92 58 17 29% 1 17 12 43% "

*A few boxes had both mouse nests and ants.

problem. Only four boxes fledged spar-
rows and In a few others sparrows
started nests but didn’t flnish them.
Should you put up boxes in an
area that you vislt regularly but once a
year? That probably depends upon the
House Sparrow situatfon, The worst
thing that could happen would be for
your line of boxes to degenerate Into a
House Sparrow sium. There are, how-
aever, many areas with good bluebird
habitat and nc House Sparrows. There

are no sparrows on the mines in east-
ern Kentucky where we have done ex-
periments with bilueblrds and Eur-
opean Starlings {Sturnus vulgaris). In
northwestern MInnesota | have had
boxes for 30 years during which
fime | have raised lots of bluebirds
and have had only two nests of House
Sparrows. [ |
School of Blological Sclences

Unlverslty of Kentucky

LexIngton, KY 405086

(VENTS—Continued from page 92)

closure works well, The vent
closure is self-storing. During the
summer it is swung down and
placed parallel to the back of the
box fastening it with the second
screw,

This all-seasons box can be
converted in less than a minute
which saves time and reduces the
extra materials a monitor might
have to carry. Best of all, It pro-
duces a cool or a warm unit for the
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bluebirds depending on the sea-
sonal needs. |

B14 Shavertown Rd.
Boothwyn, PA 19061

Instructions to Authors

Authors planning to submlit articles
for publlcation In Siafia are encour-
aged to obtain “Instructions to
Authors,” a page which summarlzes
manuscript requirements.

Address reguests to the edltor at
10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel, MD 20723.
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Steve Gilbertson’s Universal House Sparrow Trap

Steve Gllbertson has been building a simple and inexpensive House Sparrow trap
which may be attached inside any wooden or PVC nest box. Not only is it easy to
use, but the trap recycles some items which might be in your workshop—including
that broken steel tape measure you can’t quite bring yourself to discard.

The materials needed are few: a small piece of flat cak trim, some 12-gauge wire,
a scrap plece of retractable steel measuring tape, construction adhesive, electrical
tape, and two sheet-rock screws.

1. Cut the piece of scrap tape measure to size. Note that 3/4 inch steel tape has
the correct flexibiiity to spring back; 1 inch tape is less flexible.

2. Cover the piece of tape measure lengthwise with electrical tape to soften the
sharp edges.

3. Secure the tape measure to the flat oak block with construction adhesive and
electrical tape.

4. Drill two 7/64 inch holes in the flat oak trim piece with a drill press. In lieu of a
driil press, channel a groove under the tape on the back of the oak trim to accommo-
date the hook mechanism and trip assembly. In either case, make certain that both
pleces turn freely. Drill two holes In the front for attachment screws to be used with
wooden nest boxes.

5. Cut 12 gauge wires to length. The top wire is the hook assembly and is needed
only If the trap is to be used with PVC nest boxes. That wire should be cut to 6
inches and shaped for the hook assembly. The trip wire should be cut to 8 inches,
bent, and inserted as illustrated. This is the most difficult part of the construction.
The wire must be measured, cut, and bent precisely in order to have the trap work
correctly.

6. Attach a red (or other bright-colored) 3/4 inch dot to the tip of the piece of meas-
uring tape. This dot is a great help as it enables a monitor to determine whether the
trap has been tripped. Wax at the contact pcint between the end of the measuring
tape and the trip assembly wire will lighten the trip lcad.

7. Mount the completed trap inslde a PVC nest box using the hook assembly or
inside any wooden box using the two 1 1/2 inch sheet-rock screws.

If the construction of this trap is more complicated than a reader is willing to
tackle, contact the inventor at the address shown for purchase information. Please
Inciude a stamped, self-addressed envelope for areply. [ |

3521 - 135th Lane, N.W.
Andover, MN 55304

This maleriel Is adapied with permission from Blueblrd News, the quarterly publication of Minnegota’s
Bluebird Recovery Program 4({3):9-10 with additions by Steve Gilbertson.

312"

3’4" Piece of retractable

l | tape measudre.

top
bottom

Secure tape measure with
construction adhesive
and electrical tape.
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7164’ holes for axle

Cover the metal-edged tape bar of trip assembly .,
with electrical tape length- 7164" holes 9 -”2
1

wise to soften sharp edges. ¥
| |
| 7 oak trim piece
! | -
(5] i =
S 31127 : o o F
- \ ! 1/8” holes ™
21/16” .' !
Tape measure piece
extends 2 1716 above
top of cak trim piece Hook Mechanism
(for use with PVC box)
1!! 1!5
11/4”
3/8” -
—~1 1/4""~ t —L-
1/4"
) 1116”7 ““—o |~
S L J—
[ ] /I’T
7164
21/2” Side view of oak
flat trim. Drill two
oak 7/64’ holes through
trim wood to opposite
side. These holes
accommodate the hook
axle and axle bar of L
L ) the trip assembly.
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Trlp Assembly
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Red dot atend
of tape measure

Bend tape down
sotip justen-
gagesC

Hooks to attach
trap inside a
PVC nest box

electrical tape

1 1/4" sheet rock screws
for fastening trap to
luside of wooden box
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The Sunshine State’s Bluebird Speakerts

Ron Kingston

Many of Florida's indigenous
land mammals are disappearing as
the human population increases.
These animals include the black
bear, deer, wildcat, gray fox, and
Florida panther. The Eastern Blue-
bird, on the other hand, is doing
well thanks to good monitors and
outstanding speakers in central
and northern Florida.

In Winter Haven, which is
about halfway between Orlando
and Tampa, Gene Mlller uses a va-
riety of nesting boxes and trail
maps of areas in the Green
Swamp. She uses NABS' slides
and the video “Bluebirds Up
Close.” She would like to have
done more for bluebirds last year
but because she works for a large
insurance company she hasn’t had
time to do "bird things” since Aug-
ust when Hurricane Andrew hit.

Jim Cox, a nongame wildlife
biologist with the Florida Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission
in Tallahassee, says that the
Breeding Bird Atlas and annual
Breeding Bird Surveys show the
bluebird population on a slight
downward trend statewide, but
many local Audubon chapters
have bluebird projects. He has
seen bluebirds nesting in old
snags ih pine woods areas as
close as 150 yards (157 meters)
from the coast. He sees the possi-
bility of a comeback for the blue-
birds. Also in QOsceola County,
west of Melbourne, bluebirds are
doing well in the Three Lakes Wild-
life Management Area.

Robln Will, of St. Mark's Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (located 25
miles south of Tallahassee on
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Highway 98), has an annual blue-
bird day in mid-February at which
she uses the videc from NABS and
also builds nesting boxes. This
year 50 people participated
despite pouring rain. Robin also
does offsite programs at schools
and the children really love them,

Donna Legare, of Native Nur-
series in Tallahassee, uses a com-
bination of her own slides and
NABS’ along with the movie “Blue-
birds—Bring Them Back.” Four
times a year she presents this ma-
terial in a format for young people
she calls “Bluebird House Build.”
Children bring their parents and for
an $8.00 fee learn ““all there is to
know’ about bluebirds.

To find our final speaker, we
travel east from Tallahassee 65
miles to Live Qak, Florida where
Lorna Beasley has a farm wilth
many acres for bluebirds and other
wlldlife. 8he says that three broods
are common in the boxes on her
trail. She travels extenslvely to pre-
sent programs using slides from
NABS along with some of her own
of bluabirds and other cavity nest-
ers. The audience especially likes
her silides of bluebirds In her blrd-
bath. She has given programs for
Cub Scouts, AARP groups, the
Dowling Park Retirement Village,
garden clubs, and the Florida Trall
Association. She says that the
Trail Association is a large group
of hikers that have become inter-
ested In bluebirds—no doubt due
to her frlendly and persuaslve man-
ner.

Eastern Bluebirds were prob-

{Contlnued on page 112}
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PORTRAITS

Hubert Brandenburg photographed the cavity nesting birds shown on these two
pages In central Maryland. The female Eastern Bluebird {(top left) is feeding her third
brood in August. The male, at the top of the facing page, has removed a fecal sac
from the nest.

The strikingly handsome male Wood Duck (below) Is normally a wary species.
The male Northern Flicker (note his mustache) at the bottom of the opposlte page,
came wlthin camera range durlng the winter. Woocdpeckers are valuable primary
excavators creating cavlties that blueblrds and many other specles use.
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C. ROOST SLOT BOX

51722 !

_—_—S

|
T I
|
|

%)

)

\.

~

Metric Equivalents
58 in. (1.6cm)
3idIn. (1.8cm)

118 In. (28 cm)
114 1In. (3.2cm)
11/2In. (3.8cm)
4 1/41In. (10.8 om)
51/2In. (14.0 cm)
9 1/4 in. (23.5 cm)
12 1/4 In. (31.1 cm) "
13 1/2 In. (34.3 cm) i 41/4 |

Cut corners off
Materlal List bottom for drainage

Front: 5/8"' x5 1/2”" x 12 1/4” and air circulation

Sldes: 5/8" x51/2" x131/2"
Back; 5/B" x5 1/2” x 13 1/2"
Top: 5/8” x51/2" x9 1/4"
Bottom: 5/8" x51/2" x 4 1/4"

Nalls: 4-6d galv. and 12-4d galv. cralgRoost
Screws: 2- 11/2” #9 galv. wood screws Whitewater, W1 53190
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— L ]

g N 11/4”

1

€—— 4-5saw kerfs
every 1/2"

L

- 8-9 saw Kerfs
13 172" | | 4 every 1

' 11/2” #9 galv.
wood screws

2 3/4" from slot
T and 11/2” from
bottom

—— Iy Floor pitched
L . = - A forward about
7 degrees (raise

——-2>512"—¢ back of floor
5/8")

Cut corners off
bottom for drainage
and air circulation

This nest box was designed to be made out of recycled California grape
crate ends (5/8” x 5 1/2" x 13 1/2"). Three-quarter inch exterior plywood,
standard 1 x 6 boards, or rough sawed lumber could also be used, but some
dimensions and screw lengths would have tc be changed tc compensate
forthe thicker lumber.

The front is set so thata 1 1/8” - 1 1/4"” slot entrance is allowed. The front is
fastened to the sides with 2—1 1/2” #3 galvanized wood screws at the lower
right and upper left-hand corners. The nest box is opened by removing the
upper left-hand screw halfway and swinging the front to the left and down,
allowing it to pivot on the lower right-hand screw. l
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Monitoring Backyard Boxes

William C. Harris

Most Sialia readers and indi-
viduais caring for extensive biue-
bird tralls do not question the
merits of checking the activity In
their boxes. It is still amazing to
me, however, to realize how many
people will have no part of monitor-
ing and will even go so far as to
condemn it,

Over the years I've given
boxes to people who seemed to
have perfect habitat for bluebirds
or, if not bluebirds, then chicka-
dees, nuthatches or titmice. I've
placed side-opening boxes in four
New England states and in Santa
Barbara and Paso Robles, Cal-
ifornia. In most cases I've asked
these people later if they had
checked the boxes. Most have said
yes.

Whenever | was in an area
containing one of my boxes, |
would stop in and ask how things
were going, What an array of
answers |'ve received over the
years. A frequent answer would be
“Nothing—no activity.! Most of
the time these good people would
ask me to check the box or boxes.
imagine their surprise when we'd
find an adult chickadee or a tit-
mouse sitting on eggs or perhaps
there would be nestlings.

Sometimes the box opening
wasn’t a happy one. Occasionally,
a chickadee’s green, mossy nest
would be buried under a rough
grass nest. Many a time the buried
nest contained unbatched eggs,
dead babies or even the adult bird,
also dead. Gruesome, yes, but it is
areality.

I'm not talking about monitor-
ing long trails, but rather about the
hundreds of scattered single
boxes across the country that
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could {or should) be producing
bluebirds, chickadees, titmice, or
nuthatches. Attention to these
boxes could be Important for cav-
ity nester production.

Let me give you two examples
close to home here in Nashua,
New Hampshire. A lady with a yard
full of wren boxes wanted a blue-
bird box. } put one up. Some time
later she called and asked if I'd
check it because there seemed to
be birds in the box. Upon opening
the box, well-feathered baby
House Sparrows flew out in all
directions. She managed to catch
one and wanted me to put it back
in the box. You know, | wasn’t able
to catch asingle one!

On a more somber note, last
spring | checked three boxes for a
lady who lives near by. She was
curious about one box in particu-
tar. | opened it and found that it
was completely filled with long
coarse grasses. “House Sparrow,"”
| said in reply to her quizzical look.
In the bottom of the nest were five
eggs. While | was checking that
box | was also eyeing a nearby box
where a |lot of Tree Swallow-House
Sparrow squabbling was going on.
As soon as | could finish cleaning
out the first box, | went over to the
box in question. Holding one hand
over the opening, | carefully slid
the other hand up the side open-
ing. Imagine my surprise when my
fingers closed around a fluttering
bird. When 1 withdrew my hand |
found | was holding a male House
Sparrow. Still curious, | returned to
the box and slowly opened it. To
my horrow there was a dead Tree
Swallow. The head was black and
blue and featherless., The body
was still warm and limp. Right
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under our eyes a Tree Swallow had boxes? You bet your life! [ |
met its death. . . 15 Clovercrest Dr.
Backyard monitoring of bird Nashua, NH 03082

Response to “Myths”

This past year | had one bluebird nest in my Peterson box. The blue-
birds were around all winter and began nesting on 27 March 1992, One thing
| observed on this date was that the female on two occasions took material
inside and the male immediately brought it cut. The third time it stayed in:
On 7 April both went inside and nest building continued.

The front of the nest was rather fragile, especially the area forming the
cup, so rather than risk damage to the nest | used a mirror to discover six
eggs on 23 April. The front wall was also higher than the rest of the nest
making it harder to see inside the cup. All six nestlings fledged on 23 May
between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.

The bluebirds seemed to enjoy the Peterson box as much as | enjoyed
watching them use it. European Starlings, of course, can change this. |
read the article by Wayne Davis in Sialia 14(4):123, 142 saying there is rea-
son to believe that starlings won't interfere with nesting bluebirds. | was
surprised toread it because it had happened to me. A starling showed up at
the hole, with the male bluebird unusually absent. It paused for a moment,
and, for whatever reason, gave no indication of intent to enter, and left. The
starlings have shown up several times before, but they usually are attacked
by the biuebirds long before they get to the hole. Sometimes they are
attacked 50 feet away and chased another 50. I've thought about going
back to the round hole in my box, but the bluehirds like the oblong hole.
The dowels inside also seem to assist the bluebirds by raising them above
the nest to see and reach all six babies. When | would watch from the
house, all | could see were the adults’ feet on the dowels and the tall
feathers outside of the hole. There was one moment when | worried when
it appeared that a baby had its head stuck between the dowels and wasn’t
getting fed, but everything was fine. | think it was more a result of the
crowding of the five other babies thus keeping the one up front.

It certainly seemed that six babies was a full house for the Peterson
style box. | was concerned that the nestlings wouldn't all get fed equally.
Late in the nesting | started counting the number of trips the parents made
to judge if all the babies were fine. The trips fluctuated from 20 to 25 times
per hourto 10 to 12 times in the same period.

| also read in the same article by Wayne Davis about premature fledg-
ing. He felt that opening a box late in the nesting cycle wouldn’t cause
them to leave. Personally, over the last 13 years or so, | have checked he-
tween day 1 and day 22 depending on the length of the nesting. During the
last few days you do have to be careful with a Peterson box because with
six large nestlings the nest becomes compacted and some lean against
the front. So long as you open the box slowly you shouldn’t have to worry,
though do make sure their feet are inside the box when you close it. When |
check the babies | always either make bird noises, tap on the box, or stick a
finger in the hole. They have always crouched down every single time. Even
with the Petarson box, they crouched down though there literaily wasn't
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much room left. With this style box | would advise people to open the front
slowly, though there’s no real reason not to look. Be careful, get your [00k,
and don’t take very long. The first couple of years | was repeatedly attacked
by the bluebirds, but since then | can check whenever | wish and all they
might do is get a little vocal. The later it gets in the nesting cycle the more
vocal they get. | know | have only one box, but | am sincere when | say that

the babies crouch down every single time. Just exerclse a little care.

Brian Miller
5528 Tallow St.
Frederlcksburg, VA 22407

News From Two Canadian Bluebird Trails,
1992

Calgary, Alberta Trails

Don Stiles and Jean Moore

The year 1992 was a good one for
bluebirds, particularly for second
broods, but it was a disastrous year for
Tree Swallows. Rains were heavy at
times, starting on the 14 June week-
end, and seemed to hit when the Tree
Swallows were trying to feed their
young. Losses were greatest south-
waest of Calgary where rains were heav-
test.

A total of 1,463 Mountain Blue-
birds (116 adults, 1,347 young) and 857
Tree Swallows (172 adults, 700 young)
were banded. Banding of both species
was well down from 1991 as our most
prolific bander, George Locades, did
only a limlted amount of banding this
year due to buslness priorlties.

The cldest birds recaptured were
five years old (or more). For the first
time two Tree Swallow band recoverles
were made out of province, The first
bird was banded as an adult on 30
June 1980 about 27 miles northwest of
Calgary, near Madden. [t was shot 28
July 1992 near Webster, South Dakota.
The second bird was banded on 25
June 1988 as one of a brood of seven
in a nest box 13 miles east and two
miles north of Didsbury. The band was
found in a Barn Owl peilet on 23 Aug-
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ust 1991 at the Rockefeller Wildlife
Refuge near Grand Chenler, Louisiana,

Jennifer Coulson, who recovered
the band, had been doing a study of
pellets of Barn Owls living in southern
Louisiana marshes. In the pellets she
found skeletons of 500 vertebrates and
344 birds, of which 18 were known to
be Tree Swallows. Since Barn Owls
are crepuscular (active at dawn and
dusk), it is thought that the owls cap-
tured the swallows when they were
roosting. It is less likely that the owls
could catch the swift, highly maneuv-
erable swallows on the wing. Two other
bands were found in the pellets, both
from Canada: one from a Tree Swallow
banded near Edmonton and the other a
Marsh Wren banded near Diefenbaker
Lake in Saskatchewan.

The two Alberta Tree Swallow
band recoveries support the conclu-
sion of an article in the autumn 1988
issue of the Journal of Field Ornithol-
ogy that prairie province populations
of this species migrate along the
Mississippi River drainage basin,

On the morning of 21 May, after a
snowstorm and freezing temperatures
the previous night, Jack Haynes
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checked his trail west of Olds. He
found one nest box where 10 Tree
Swallows were huddled together to
kesp warm and two or three othars with
flve or six swallows In each. One box
contained a bluebird sitting on top of
two swallows. Beneath these birds
were bluebird eggs. Later in the day
Haynes found another nest wlith two
dead Tree Swallows.

Al Gillis reported a partial albino
bluebird, a first for Calgary area tralls.
The bird was gray, rather than pure
white, with a pink bill and was much
lighter than its nast mates. Unfortun-
ately, the bird was found dead near the
nest box at a later date.

Kay Morck saw something stick-
ing out of a box early In the spring. It
turned out to be the feathered shaft of
an arrow which had been shot at the
box.

Isabelle Orr and Susle Spenst
found all the newly hatched Tree Swal-
lows In thelr backyard dead except
one. It revived with the heat of thelr
hands. They fed it a bit of hamburger,
then placed it in a nest box with swal-
low young of a similar slze from which
it fledged successftully.

Andrew and Mavis Holder reported
a blueblrd nest with four pinkish eggs,
all of which fledged successfully. Ruth
LeRoux reported a Tree Swallow suc-
cessfully fledged elght young.

Bob Rhodes reported an Interest-
Ing prograssion of specles using ons
of his boxes. In a box about one-haif
mlle south of Priddls’ store, there was
a chickadee’'s moss nest when he mon-
[tored it on 1 and 26 May. On 7 June a
new very deep grass nest was In the
box and two chickadee eggs were
found on the ground. On 21 June a Trese
Swallow was sitting on two eggs; on
25 July the young were ready to tledge.
In September, when the box was next
monitored, a House Wren had fllled the
box and Indicatlons were that It had
ralsed a brood.

20 Lake Wapta Rise SE
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2J 2M9
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Mountain Bluebird Trails

Duncan J. Mackintosh

Forty-eight monitors reported on
2,706 nest boxes in southwestern Al-
berta and British Columbla. Total blue-
birds fledging was 8,232, another in-
crease of aimost 2,000 birds over the
previous year. This was in splte of an
extremely high loss of 1,021 nestlings
due to heavy rains during the second
broods. At least half of the 1,241 steriie
eggs could be attributed to abandon-
ment as a result of cold, wet weather.

The Kimberley, B.C. Bluebird Con-
ference 20-21 June was attended by
some 120 bluebirders from six states
and five provinces. [ |

1831 - 20th Ave,, So.
Lethbridge, Alberta
Canada T1K 1G3

Correction: Bullerman Box

in the articie entltled “Easy-to-Clean
Nest Box* 14(4):125-132, | would like to
change a word which has caused con-
fusion for a few box buillders,

On page 125, under 2, the fourth sen-
tence reads, "“| make my tops...."” The
word “tops” should be “Inserts.” Since
the diagram on page 131 was correct, |
did not think it would be troublesoms.
Beginning with the fourth sentence the
remalnder of that section should read:
"I make my /nserts 1/4 Inch smaller
than the inslde dimensions of the box
and have no problem at all. For ex-
amplse, instead of a 5 x 5 inch insert on
a box with those /nside dimenslons,
my /nsert would be 4 3/4 x 4 3/4 Inches.
{Changed words are in italics.) Also,
corract the zlp code to 61957,

Once again, | would like to state that
| don't believe thers is such a thing as
one correct or one best blueblrd box.
What /s Important is to get them out
thare and malntain them!

—Harold Bullarman
520 N. Pine, Windsor, IL 61957
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Building for the Future

Alicia Campbell

One day in January 1992 as |
approached the Dow Corning
Corporate Center for a meeting, |
noticed the open, grassy acres with
scattered trees surrounding the
complex. It was the perfect breed-
ing and feeding habitat for Eastern
Biuebirds.

Afterthe meeting | approached
Scott Seeburger, public relations
and communlity relations special-
ist for Dow Corning, about the pos-
sibility of placing bluebird boxes
on their corporate center acreage.
It was the beginning of a project
that would branch out and blos-
som to include industry and school
personnel, parents, students, and
60 bluebird boxes.

| had no idea where that large
a number of bluebird boxes couid
be made when | asked about plac-
ing them on Dow Corning’s land.
Then | remembered that the third
grade classes at Chippewassee
Elementary School, where | am
school counselor, had built blue-
bird boxes the year before. Laurie
Stevens, media specialist at the
school, agreed to spearhead the
project as she had the previous
year,

Laurie and | met in March with
Seeburger and Mike Kayzak, secur-
ity and environmental issues spec-
ialist for Dow Corning, to coordi-
nate the project. Tom Venman,
ENDOW (Effective Nurturing Devel-
ops Optimum Worth--a program for
individual study and experience in
areas of special interest) teacher
at Chippewassee, screened stu-
dents for those near the third
grade level interested in birding.
He alsc contacted Bill Dinsmore,
Dow Corning’s employment center
manager, who had earlier ex-

108

pressed an interest in helping to
fund educational projects.

In April, Laurie, Mike, and |
hiked Dow Corning's grounds and
plotted the placement of 60 blue-
bird boxes.

Before any box construction, |
talked with the students about the
purpose and need for their project
and why things were done as they
were. | discussed the need for
helping bluebirds, as well as box
requirements, placement, and
mounting. | found throughout the
project that informing both stu-
dents and adults about the reasons
behind each step resulted in more
enthusiasm for the project—and in
better bluebird housing.

The buildling materials were
premeasured and precut by Chip-
pewassee parent Dan Jeffries of
Homes by Jeffries and Strouse. On
28 Aprll third graders and ENDOW
students walked the two blocks to
Mrs. Stevens’ home where they
assembled their bluebird kits.

In early May, armed with ham-
mers, nails, and their own bluebird
boxes, students traveled to the
Dow Corning Corporate Center.
Two adults and a group of stu-
dents were bussed to each of four
drop-off areas. The boxes were
then placed throughout the land-
scape. Because the Center was a
25 minute ride frem the school,
there was no monitoring during the
nesting season. | am hoping to
make arrangements for monltoring
this year.

In October, ENDOW students
returned to clean out, repair, num-
ber, and record what they found in
the boxes on this blueblrd trail,
hopeful that their partnership with
Dow Corning and the environment
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would help the Eastern Biuebird
continue Its comeback.

What they found was as fol-
lows: 18 bluebird nests, 5 House
Wren nests, 16 Tree Swallow
nests, 2 mouse nests (both with
mice present), and 11 unused. You
may notice that the numbers do
not total 60. Ten boxes that were
mounted near the highway were
stolen within the first three days of
erection. As a result, | moved any
boxes that were close to road-
ways. Fortunately, House Spar-
rows were not a probiem.

The opportunity to form part-
nerships within a community can
be found in many places: schools,

ycuth groups such as 4-H and
Scouts, church fellowships—both
adult and youth, service organlza-
tions, retirement homes, senior cit-
izen groups, buslnesses, clubs,
and organizations. Fellow blue-
birders can be found in all waiks of
life. Thelr speclfic skills can be
harnessed to help coordinate or
bulld or Inform or supervise in the
partnership process.

The more people that become
involved--as well as informed—the
more we can do to build a future
for the bluebird. |

2405 Woodland Estates Dr.
Midland, M| 48642
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“BLUE” STORY WITH A HAPPY ENDING!
Marcy Hoepfner

| would llke to share a story which happened in the summer of 1891. My hus-
band and | have a 300 foot wide plece of land where we llve In rurai Metamora,
illinois. We erected two Peterson boxes, on metal posts, 5 feet high, each facing a
tree approximately 50 feet away.

In the south box, Mrs. Bluebird was In the process of laying her eggs; the north
box had a pair of bluebirds with flve 6-day-old nestlings. One morning InJune a little
volce told me, “Go out and check the box with the babies.” Before opening the hox,
| observed long scratch marks on the side. While opening the box | held my breath,
hoping they'd still be Inside. My heart broke when | observed that they had been
snatched from their nest the night before. Mr. and Mrs. Blueblrd kept coming back
to the box for hours with mournful crles.

The next morning | checked the north box and, agaln, observed scratch marks
on the sldes. When | opened the door, | actually started crying. Most of the beautlfui
eggs were gone; one was crushed in the nest. | fee! reasonably sure that the animal
that did this to both boxes was elther a raccoon or one of the nelghbor’s cats. If
only we could get people to understand how many songbirds cats kill weekly—50.
They need to be kept Indoors so all of the songbirds stand a better chancel

I racalled seelng In the Spring 1991 Issue of S/alla (13{2):58-59) a plan for a guard
made out of hardwars cloth. | asked my husband to make guards for both of thess
boxes. He got them done In no time flat and, with a Iittle help from me, got them in-
stalied.

The very next day the male from the north box came over to Investigate. He
gathered enough courage to fly over to the top of the box. Finally, he dropped over
the edge and sat Inslde the guard. He looked both left and right through the guard;
then he decided It was safe enocugh to enter the box. He came out; went to the top
agaln, and called to his wlife, “Come on over, Honey. I've checksed It out and It Is
safe.” She flew over to the top of the box, next to her mate, then she, too, sat inside
the guard. Very soon she entered the house, came back out, and started gathering
nesting material for the nursery. With lots of prayers from me, and the added safety
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of the Nosl cat-coon guard, the pair successfully raised four healthy babies who
safely fledged!

This past summer, 1992, we made sure that we had guards on all 26 of our blue-
bird boxes and also used lots of lithium grease on all the metal mounting posts to
deter raccoons from ralding the boxes.

I monitor alil of our boxes every other day from April through August; | also use
birdbaths in the shade of a tree If water isn’t avallable nearby. And, | might add, |
scrub out the birdbath with a brush and put In fresh water every other day!

WIth the help of my little Honda scooter, “The Bluebird Express” with a basket
on the front and saddlebags on the back with nest box supplies, off | go to tend to
my beloved blueblrds.

We were blessed with 93 biueblrd babies who safely fledged from 20 boxes and
14 chickadee bables from two boxes. Twenty-six boxes |s not a large number, but
they are well taken care of. | always tell pecple when [ glve a program, “I'd rather you
just put up one box and take care of it correctly than to put up 50 or 100 and not mon-
itor them often! There are always problems to be taken care of besides the pure Joy
of watching your bluebirds ralse thelr young!

Route |
Metamora, IL 81548
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Bluebirds Promoted in Northwest Indiana

Joseph A, Kujanik

On 6 February of this year,
Jack Parry of the Gary Post-Trib-
une wrote an article entitled “Why
Not Build [a] Bluebird Box?" He in-
cluded material that | had provided
about bluebirds, box plans, and
membership information in the
North American Bluebird Society.
He offered readers a set of blue-
bird box pians plus tips for creat-
ing a bluebird trail by sending a
business-size, stamped, self-
addressed envelope to him in care
of the newspaper.

Two weeks later, on 20 Feb-
ruary, he stated in his column, *I|
received a virtual flood of requests
for Joe Kujanik’s bluebird house
plans, how to set up a bluebird
trail...Thanks to Joe for his plans
and newsroom assistant Steph-
anie Young for stuffing the envel-
opes.”

On 3 April 1993, the Hammond
Times ran an article about blue-
birds. | believe that we are -making
inroads in northwest Indiana in
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helping our feathered friends.

During April, a friend and |,
working with the Lake County
Parks Department, installed five
bluebird boxes on a trail. | donated
25-30 boxes last year; this year so
far, 30. | have 25 more ready to go
plus several more under construc-
tion.

t take discarded wood pallets
apart and design the bluebird
boxes accordingly. [ |

2249 Crest Rd.
Gary, IN 46408

Historian's Request

Please send newspaper and maga-
zine articles about bluebirds to Histor-
ian Jane Williams, Box 123, Ware Neck,
VA 23178. Be sure name and address of
publication, volume and date are in-
cluded. Photographs of members en-
gaged in publicizing bluebirds or those
documenting some unusual occur-
rence are also welcome. They will be
added to scrapbooks which are a per-
manent record of activity on behalf of
bluebirds and other cavity nesters.
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Rookie Season

James R. Kunz

In the late winter of 1992, my
wife and | purchased two acres of
land in the “country” where we
plan to build a new home. Being a
bird enthusiast and having been
trying to attract Purple Martins to
my house in Endwell since 1989, it
was only natural that | got involved
with attracting bluebirds now that |
had sufficient property. | asked
Ron Milliken, a birding friend of
mine, if he could procure some
plans for bluebird boxes. A few
weeks later he handed me some in-
formation he had received from
Sadie Dorber who lives near by. |
became a member of NABS as well
as the Upstate New York Bluebird
Society.

Over one weekend | built 10
bluebird boxes. My plan was to put
them up back-to-back on five 2 x 4
pressure-treated  boards. The
boxes were erected by my father-
in-law and me during a break in the
weather on & March 1992,

t checked the boxes period-
ically and looked for bluebirds but
did not see anything until 10 April
when | found a completed bluebird
nest in one of the boxes. The fol-
lowing day | spotted two pairs of
bluebirds, the first time I'd really
seen a bluebird. It was really ex-
citing to have nesting birds, es-
pecially since | have been trying
(unsuccessfully} since 1989 to
attract martins.

The bluebirds laid six eggs.
Tree Swallows were now also in
the area and eventually flve pairs
nested. House Sparrows started to
nest in some of the boxes, so | put
up a bird box trap to try to trap
them. The bluebird bables hatched
and things were going well; then
disaster struck. In trying to force
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sparrows out of a nest box into my
trap, they instead found the blue-
bird nest and pecked ali five blue-
hird nestiings to death. | felt really
bad and somewhat guilty. | pro-
cured a Joe Huber in-house spar-
row trap from Sadie Dorber and
used that afterwards to trap spar-
rows. After this incident, my wife
(who previously did not like the
fact that | trapped European Star-
iings and House Sparrows) no
longer cared what | did to the spar-
rows and starlings.

The bluebirds renested, forc-
ing a pair of swallows to abandon
their nest. The bluebirds built their
nest on top of the swallows’ nest.
They laid five more eggs. The eggs
were a few days from hatching
when | noticed the male bluebird
acting in an unusual manner. |
checked the box and found that
the eggs had been spilled from the
nest. | removed the cold eggs and
nesting material. It was anocther
setback, but at least the five pairs
of swallows were doing well, rals-
ing a total of 22 nestlings. Unfor-
tunately, two weeks later we had a
iate frost and ail the baby swallows
died. The adult swallows left,

The blueblrds persevered and
nested a third time, In the same
box as the second attempted nest-
Ing. They laid flve eggs; five young
eventually hatched. All five nest-
fings survived to fledge. We even-
tually saw the parents a couple of
times, once with four of the fledg-
lings.

On the weekend of 11 July, we
took our one month old daughter,
Kelly, to Hobble, Pennsylvania to
meet her maternal great-grand-
mother. When we sat down to din-
ner, | heard the call of a blusbird.
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Sure enough, there was a male
bluebird on the powerline across
the road. We watched him for a few
minutes and then he flew off.
Later, | heard him calling again.
This time he was sltting on top of
an open plpe which supported a
basketball hoop, showing the hole
to a female bluebird. (| [ater iearned
that open pipes or poles can trap
bluebirds which then die in them.)
Excited to see blueblrds in this lo-
cation, | enilisted my father-In-law
and uncle-In-law to help me build a
bluebird box. We found an old pine
plank (so oid that it actually meas-
ured 1 inch in width instead of 3/4
inch). We laid out the box parts
from memory. The wood was SO
well aged that It cut easily. The

hardest part was cutting out the
1 1/2 inch entrance hole. We got
the house built and attached to the
pole, ail in about 45 minutes. We
didn’t get a chance to see if the
biuebirds showed any interest in
the box, but it was an enjoyable
way to spend a Saturday after-
noon. Now when we visit our
grandmother on the holidays, | can
check the box to see what’s nest-
ing.

Last year | {earned a lot about
attracting bluebirds and had a suc-
cessful first nesting season. Now
I'm looking forward to the 1993
season. [ |

21 Carol Court
Endwell, NY 13760

(SPEAKERS—Contlnued from page 99)

ably In the area when the Spanish
mariner Pedro Menendez de Aviles
founded St. Augustine In 1565;
with the enthusiastic help of these
hard-working speakers, bluebirds
will remain forever in the “Sun-
shine State.”

The Speakers’ Bureau current-
ty consists of 290 blueblirders.
These people are actively promot-
ing bluebird conservation in the
Unlted States, Canada, and Ber-
muda. Not all areas, however, are
covered. The foliowing states are
in desperate need of Individuals
willing to speak to groups: Arizona,
Colorado, Delaware, Kentucky,
Loulsiana, New Hampshire, New
Mexlco, Rhode istand, South Caro-
lina, and Utah. If you are interested
and would llke to help, please con-
tact me at 3690 Country Lans,
Charlottesville, VA 22803-7636. H

Bluebird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuais who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essentlal in maintaining a stable dues
structure, We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluyebird
Booster. For a donation of §25.00 per
issye or $75.00 per four issues, you can
be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for §15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fledgling Booster;
while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster,

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check to NABS Boosters,
P.0. Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20816~
6295.
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Bluebird Trail Established at Riverside Power Station
Near Jenks, Oklahoma

Through its Habitat Enhancement Plan, the Public Service Company
of Oklahoma (PSO) locks for cost-effective ways to improve wildlife areas
around its power plants. During a visit to the Riverside Power Station,
David Bouchard, PSO environmental specialist, suggested several actions
to improve the site as wildlife habitat. Laurie McGrouty, maintenance
supervisor, decided to act on one idea immediately: put up boxes for East-
ern Bluebirds and American Kestrels.

PSO donated the materials for the boxes as well as the poles to place
them on. McGrouty’s wife, Renee, who teaches at Tulsa’s Madiscn Middle
School, got the shop teacher and his classes involved. Approximately 60
students participated in building 27 bluebird boxes which were erected on
the station’s grounds in March 1993.

Plans call for PSO to donate more materials so American Kestrel
boxes can be built and installed. The kestrel is the smallest North Ameri-
can falcon.

“The bluebird is being destroyed, and we need to help them along.
That's why we do these things. It's simple really; we've got to do some-

thing,” said Laurie McGrouty. jAdapted from the 1992 Annual Report of the Public
Service Company of Qklahoma.} n

Shown with some of the boxes built for the Riverside Power Statlon, Jenks, Okla-
homa, bluebird project are three students of the many from Madison Middle School
who helped build the boxes. Behind them are the directors of the project: Davld
Bouchard, PSO environmental speclalist (feft) and Laurie McGrouty, maintenance
supervisor.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of 1ts membership  Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested in communicating their deas
and actions concerning bluebid conser-
vation We will attempt 1o publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your lelters coming!

Dear Editor:

| feel it is necessary to write a word
of caution regarding the use of garden
netting to entrap snakes as described
In the article “Netting Saves Nestlings
from Snakes” Siafia 15(1):22.

Those of us who are concerned
about wlidlife should be aware that
garden netting is not only a deathtrap
for snakes, but alsc for birds. Like
shakes, blrds can become hopelessly
entangled In such netting. On one
occasion last summer, It required a full
30 minutes of carefully snipping away
(with manlcure scissors) the netting
which held a Blue Jay captlve and Im-
mobllized. The open mesh netting was
tangled around both feet, wrapped
under and over both wings several
times, and looped tightly around the
bird's neck. Obviously, this bird had en-
dured extreme torment as it struggled
Invain to free Itself.

My slister had just purchased this
netting to protect her blueberry bushes
from birds, but we gquickly removed It
and disposed of It. Disposal of plastic
netting also presents a problem for
conslderation. Not only will It be a
long-lasting ‘‘contribution™ to the local
landflll, but It may remain a hazard to
wildlite there If any part of the netting
Is left exposed.

Thankfully, | can wrlte a happy end-
Ing to the story of this Jay, for he was
dlscovered and cut free in time to save
his life. Unfortunately, whare garden
netting of thls type Is used, many other
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creatures will meet with an unhappy
ending to their lives. Bluebirds could
just as easily become snsnared by pur-
suing an insect within the very netting
Intended to protect thelr nest boxes
from snakes.

NABS members should be aware
that garden netting can be a deathtrap
for wlldlife, including the very specles
we are trying to assist!

Karen Blackburn

NABS “Plantings” Author
185 Mica Hill Road
Durham, CT 06422

Dear Edltor;

In regard to the discussion of open-
Ing bluebird boxes after the twelfth
day, | have a suggestion.

My boxes are all side-opening, with
hinged doors and screen door hooks.
When checking boxes containing older
nestlings, | slide a sheet of light-weight
clear plexiglas® Inslde the door before
It Is opened wlde. This gives a clear
vlew of the chicks. it Is only one of the
many useful artlcles carried In my tack-
le box.

Thig fs the ninth year for my trall,
Each year | add a few boxes tlll now
they number 55. In 1992, 50 boxes
fledged 190 bluebirds, 50 Tree Swal-
lows, and 12 House Wrens.

Jean Rutan
2291 Bullard-Butan Rd.
Mechanlesburg, OH 43044
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Dear Edltor:

Some years ago a female red squlr-
rel chewed the entrance hole on one of
my bluebird boxes large enough for her
to crawl I[nside and ralse her young.
The followIng spring | nalled a raccoon
guard over the enlarged hole, That
didn’t stop the squlirrel. She chewed
the 'coon guard opening larger and de-
stroyed a blueblrd nest with flve eggs
in it.

The blueblrds checked out another
box about 100 feet away but apparent-
ly didn't like the 'coon guard. They
moved into another box without a
guard. In late June, two or three days
after the babies hatched, mother and
babies were devoured by raccoons.

The father bluebird spent the rest of
the summer grleving for his mate and
family.

Ruth Gllchrist
Rd 7, Box 76
New Castle, PA 16102

A metal washer witha 1 1/2 inch hole
attached to the box colncident with the
entrance should prevent most red
squirrel predation, according to Dr.
Zeleny. Whether red squirreis can en-
ter 1 1/2 inch holes without enlarging
them should be studled. He notes that
red squirrels are much worse offend-
ers than gray squirrels in regard to pre-
dating bluebird nests.

Dear Editor:

As | checked my bluebird trail of 25
boxes (some on trees, some on poles),
| became aware that the boxes on the
trees were uninhablted by any species.
When | looked Inside these boxes,
each one had gypsy moth caterpillars,
feces, andfor cocoons plus egg
masses later In the season. Those
boxes on poles had no evidence of
gypsy moths.

| moved all boxes that had been
mounted on trees to free-standing
poles. | dlscovered also that boxes
which birds had begun to occupy were
deserted as scon as the gypsy moths
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began to accumulate in them.

These insects have not been a prob-
lem in previous years. | belleve the
gypsy moth has become a new enemy
due to the spraylng of the population.
The moths find safety from the spray in
the blueblrd boxes.

This Is one more reason to mount
bluebird boxes only on poles.

Alicia Campbell

2405 Woodland Estates Dr.

Midland, M| 48642

Dear Editor:

P.T. Barnum was right—there is a
sucker born every minute. When | was
born, it was my turn.

A magazine, Colorado County Life,
the publication of the Colorado Rural
Electric Assoclation, contalned an ad
by MYCOQO, Box 612, Springfleld, MO
65801. It offered Bluebird Houses,
$5.00 each, 3 for $12.00 with $3.00 per
order for shipping and handiing. | am
always on the lookout for new |deas so
| responded. As | have reported to
NABS, | have some 600 bluebird nest
boxes scattered over 75-100 mlles of
roads in the Lake City-Gunnison, Col-
orado area and plan to erect 60 more
this year. My boxes are made of wood,
painted and repalnted with lInseed oll,
wood preservative, and, finally, a good
grade latex paint. The roofs are cov-
ered wlth asbestos shingles to retard
weathering and they do produce—178
nestings {not nest/ings) in 1991,

Back to the MYCO story. | ordered 3
houses and they arrived. | was shocked!
They were made of PAPER (cardboard).
So | sent the whole mess back and re-
quested a refund. We'il see how that
turns out. | complained to CCL. Al-
though the ad did not specify the ma-
terlal Involved, | assumed something
more substantial than paper.

Perhaps If you Included the Informa-
tion In S/alla that the product put out
by MYCO is paper, it might save some-
one else scme grlef.

Helmut G. Quiram
6095 S. Marshall Dr,
Littleton, CO 80123
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

Qulck! | need a blueblrd nest hox
—ANQTHER one! To continue the tale
begun In the last Issue of Sialla, a flne
pair of bluebirds came and expressed a
deep Interest In the backyard nest box.
Chickadees, however, heat them to the
nesting. A qulick search around the
garage revealed that the supply of tran-
slent boxes was temporarlly exhausted.
| know where to get a box gulckly, so |
think | can still please the Investigat-
Ing, but not yet nesting, blueblrd palr.

The dearth of nest boxes at NABS
headquarters Is the result of a happy
event which took place during the long
Presidents’ Day weekend In February.
| was invited to install a blueblird trall In
Washington, NJ, by my good frlend
Father Frederick Mlllsr. He Is director
of the 100 acre Roman Catholic Blue
Army Shrine. Fr. Mlller recognized the
shring’s beautlful grounds as potaential
blueblird habitat when | had descritbed
to him the plight of the blueblrd.

My personal challange of carrying
out this project was the dual one faced
by many blueblrders; how to erect the
boxes and how to monltor them. | am
not able to bulld boxes and am not
close enough to monitor this trail, Tom
and Dlane Qrenchik, of nearby River-
dale, MD, came quickly to mind. Tom,
as a talented young archltect, could
solve the problem of finishing and In-
stalling nine nest boxas which | had
lylng around In varlous states of com-
pletlon. Then Tom, Dlane and thelr
children could make an excurslon with
me to place the boxes In sultable loca-
tions on the shrine’s grounds. What
about monltoring? | checked the NABS
membershlp list to see If any WashIng-
ton, NJ, names were there. There were
several, | successfully connected with
Robert and Grace Kocher who met us
on the ground mid-morning and ob-
served what we had done. It was a
happy and hopeful day as we remi-
nisced about New Jersey's Mr. Blue-
bird—Junlus Birchard. Before his
death In 1988, he had singlehandedly
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educated thousands of psopie In the
middle section of the state about the
ngeds of the bluebird, surely increas-
ing the bird's population substantlally
In that location. Let’s hope blusebirds
wlll thrive at the peaceful Shrine of Qur
Lady of Fatima.

Another method of peace-keeping
exlsts at Andrews Alr Force base near
Washlington, D.C., where another new
bluebird trail was erected recently.
Rich Dolesh’s efforts there resuited In
a newly Installed 90 box trall which
went up In early March. Rich wlll be re-
membered by Maryland bluebirders as
a former NABS board member who Is
currently employed as chief of Interpre-
tatlon and conservation of Prince
George’s County, Maryland-National
Capltal Park and Planning Commls-
slon.

Rich was invited to serve on a
commlttes seeking ways to dispose of
hazardous waste. The commlittee in-
vestigated posslbtlities for disposal on
Andrews Alr Force Base where Rich
couldn’t resist pointing out the poten-
tlal for blueblrd conservation exIsting
cn the base. The officlals, In turn,
couldn’t resist Rich's suggestion—he
can be very persuasive when extolling
the virtues of biuebird conservation.
Thus, Rich worked out all the detalls of
the trall with base authorities. The trall
was |naugurated with a rousing cere-
meny and lunchaon to which Founder
Larry Zeleny, Treasurer Chuck Dupree,
and | were invited. The bluebird was
teatured front and center, since It Is
the offlcial bird of Prince George's
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County—by Rich's account, the Blue-
bird Capital of the WORLD! County
Executlve Parrls Glendening and An-
drews Alr Force base commander Gen-
eral Bllly Mitchell pledged to promote
bluebird conservation throughout the
area. The icing on the cake for me was
seelng the happy smlle on the face of
the General's wife, Molly Mitchell, as
she accepted a copy of Larry’s book
The Biuebird. She immedlately Joined
the socletyl Bluebirds wlll wing thelr
way on the base with the help of the
89th Alrllft Wing.

“Get out the blueblird-word” Is the
cry from many of those corresponding
with and telephoning headquarters.
Jerry Hartley, of Enterprise, AL, worked
extensivaly with Matthew Hersant on
hls Eagle Scout prolect which was
bullding, erecting, and monitoring a
blueblird trall. Jerry sald, “Even though
| have helped Scouts in the past with
blueblrd projects In conjunctlon with
thelr Eagle Scout awards, thls was my
first Invitation to be a part of the award
program. | was asked to help the aud-
lence understand Matthew's project. |
elected to respond with a ‘Letter of
Appreclation and Commendation’ and
to present the ‘Certificate of Achleve-
ment.’ Both were wel! received.”

Katherine Roberds Cox, of Mona-
hans, TX, came up with a new angle.
"l want to subscribe to your magazine
which I've seen In our local llbrary at
San Saba, Texas. | don't belleve that
they subscribe, rather that some Indl-
vidual donates their coples. I’'ve only
seen three coples, so whoever is donat-
ing does not do so on a regular basls.”

Don Kopff, of Beaver Dam, W|, has
been assisting the efforts of the Bluse-
bird Restoration Assoclation of Wis-
consin (BRAW) and recently requested
a membershlp for the Senior Cltizens’
Center In Beaver Dam. He reported that
more than 20 men are Involved in build-
ing nest boxes at the center. ““We go to
construction projects for free cut-off
lumber—no problem getting all the
wood we want. We can sell very rea-
sonably and [It] has proved to be a
great fund ralser for the center. The
money s used for various Improve-
ments: 60 new chalrs, new TV and VCR,
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new floors, two pool tables, etc. These
specles use the boxes: bluebird, wren,
Tree Swallow, kestrel, owl, and
squlirrels.”

The following tale Indlcates that
blueblrd conservation has proponents
of varylng ages and falths. From the
Lutheran  Camping  Corporation’'s
“Bluebird Tralls & Tails at the Witte!
Farm,” we learned that Benjamin
Leese of Spring Grove, PA, started a
btueblrd trall through his 4-H group.
“Ben |s using 35 boxes with slx styles
of predator controls to study thelr con-
trol of predators and hindrance to blue-
birds.”

Dana Saluga, of Abingdon, MD, Is
another promoter of blueblrd conserva-
tlon through llbrary displays at the Bel
Alr library. This year 325 coples of the
NABS brochure, “Where Have All the
Bluebirds Gone?" were picked up by
patrons. This points out the value of
llbrary “advertising.” Anyone else want
totry this?

In jolning NABS, BIll Harmon, of
Whiting, NJ, reported, ‘| was recruited
for bluebird monltoring early this year
by the very same Lols Morris men-
tioned by Rachel A. Willlams In her artl-
cle in the Summer 1892 Issue of Sialla.
| may be a newcomer to blueblrds, but
I'll bet not many members have a more
appropriate malling address than me.”
{He lives on Blueblird Lane.)

Longtime member Ethelene Allen,
of Willow Spring, NC, wrote describing
her Joys and disappolntments watch-
Ing the ups and downs of bluebirding
as she carrles out her job dellvering
mall on a 17 mile rural route In her
town. She repcrted belng frustrated by
many who erect blueblrd boxes but per-
mit sparrows to nest. Ethelene man-
aged to asslst several patrons In spar-
row removal, and conctuded with these
words, "There are too many sad stories
but many people continue to fight
House Sparrows, and blueblrds are In-
creasing.”

NABS’ audlo cassette tape “Blue-
birds, Fly” captured the fancy of Lel-
lanl Glliesple, of Wiimington, DE:*|
wrote to tell you of the enjoyment the
‘Bluebird, Fly’ tape has brought me
and my friends. It's very touching and a
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lovely melody.

“l wrote before about the family
we helped. So far there’s one male and
two females spendIng time around our
yard. They eat the suet, mealworms,
and waxworms | put out. it’s funny to
watch them go Into their old nest box
to keep warm. A [ot of House Finches
follow them. They don’t seem to ming.
The tinches can’t get into the diner.”

A polgnant letter from Gene S.
Miller, of Winter Haven, FL. “| was so
occupled with work caused by Hurri-
cane Andrew (| work for a large insur-
ance company) that | didn’t have time
for blrds. If you have had any Sialias of
mine returned, ! would certainly like to
have them. | suspect they (the publica-
tions) were more than likely stolen.

“The small trail that | set up in a
closed area of the Green Swamp con-
sisting of 20 boxes was occupied last
spring by three famliles of bluebirds
and one famlly of titmice much to my
dellght.” Our hope is that gocd hous-
ing for humans will soon help all those
afflicted by that terrlble hurricane—
and providing housing for birds may lift
the human spirlt.

Another dlsaster which had dirs

conssquences was the Blizzard of '93.
Inthe NABS' headquarters area human
needs were mostly met, and bluebirds
did survlve the snowy onslaught. An
amusing photo was sent by QOtls and
Kathryn Lee, of Arvilla, ND. A wagon
full of newly constructed Peterson
nest boxes sat stationary in several
feet of snow. The neatly printed cap-
tion read "Eastern Bluebird Express on
the trek West bogged down in the win-
ter of '93 near Arvilla, North Dakota,”

In closing, | think about the event-
ful winter Just past, the bluebird adven-
tures just ahead—God willing—and |
applaud the thoughts expressed by
Amy Pollvka, of Omaha, NE, who wrote:
“| attended the 1992 meeting in Minn-
eapolis and it was the first NABS ex-
perience [| had had]. It was very much
worth it and [I] met very nice people.

“My husband is ‘Into’ bluebirding
s0 am changing to a family member-
ship. If he can't make it to Georgia this
year, I'll go by myself. (I visited Calla-
way Gardens 20 years ago and remem-
ber how pretty it was.)”’

Here's hoping we meet Amy (and
the rest of you as well) at the NABS
16th Annual Mesting, Cctober 22-24,
1993 at Pine Mountain, Georgial o

SIXTEENTH
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY

The 16th annual meseting of the North Amerlcan Blueblrd Soclety
wlll be held in PIne Mountaln, Georgia, October 22-24, 1993, at Calla-

way Gardens Resort, Inc.

Hosts for the meseting will be the Georgla Department of Natural
Resources and Bluebirds Over Georgia, inc,

Questlons concerning the mesting should be directed to the follow-
ing address:

Bluebirds Over Gsorgia, Inc.
P.C. Box 53344
Atlanta, GA 30355
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The Seeker

t sent my soul into the afterworld,
To seek an answer or reveal a sign.
"How shall | know the sound of angels™
| then cried?
And a voice from seeming nowhere now
replied,
“Listen closely and you will find.”

Daily | listened for the sound of angels
from on high,
Yet ne'er the faintest answer could define.

Once more the voice, now echoed with a sigh,
“Thou seekest not closely;
Search within your own mind!”

And as | strove to catch and hold

That sense of strength that sweeps the
world along,

| listened for the beating of my heart

And lo, | heard a happy bluebird song.

—Robert A. Stevenson
1918-19583
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Sialia readers will remember Robert Stevenson's three articles in the last few years about
his ongoing battle of wits with a black bear he named “Buddy” near his home near Gheen,
Minnesota. Altendees at the fifteenth annual meeting in Minneapolis will also recall that he
made and donated the favors given at the banguet. Bob Stevenson died on 4 March 1993
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There for a Day

One morning | looked out my window
And much to my surprise,

| saw two birds on my ciothesline

The color of cloudless skles.

i knew the moment | saw them

They were Mr. and Mrs. Bird Blue;

As they sat there side by side
In their coats of a heavenly hue.

| wanted to geta closer look
But | knew they would fly away,

Sol admired them from a distance

That happy and lucky day.

| was soin hopes they would build a nest
And for a season stay,

But when | didn’t see them again
| realized they were just there for a day.

Long live the bluebirds is my wish—

May they not be a bird of the past.

We need more bluebird houses and trails
And we need to build them fast!

Art Cradits

Jon E, Boone: 82, 114
Suzanne Pennell; 116

120

—Edna B. Willis

{(BOOSTERS—Continued from inside back cover)

Emerson Cullings Family
Steven DeMalo Family
George Elkins

Richard Feindel Family
Lorraine L. Field Family

Ben J, George Family
Richarg & Marlys Hjort Family
Fritz Hoaschler Family

Rick Hopewell Famity
Benjamin Hoff Famlly

Paul A, Huges, Jr. Family
Fred Huykman

N. Mosey & M. Jullan Family
Ralph Klper

Mrs. Austin Kiplinger Family
J. Kyle Famlly

Donna Legare Family

Frank M. Lyon Family

Diane Malloy Family

B.S. Masland, M.C. Family
Willltam H. Masters Famlly
Brlan Miller Famlly

Barbara Moore Family

Ralph R. Murphy, Jr.

Carol Norman Famlly

Cyndy & Ervine Oney Family
Martin O'Toole Family

Nancy & John Pearsen Family
Mr. & Mrs. John Poutot Family
Dr. Stephen Ross Family
Marjorie S. Samples Family
Kenneth L. Schar

M. Sheridan Family

Ralph M. Shook

Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Spiggle Family
Cr.Lloyd F. Timberlake

J.B. Tipton Family

David L. Tobias Family
Michelle M, Toop Family
Terry A. Trou Family

Brian A. Valerio Family
James P. Walters Family

J.M. Woodrow, Jr. Family
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Life Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene |. Majerowlcz
Lillian Lund Flles
Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Blll Keyes

Mountain Bluebird

Elizabeth Crispin
Denna R. Hagerman

Western Blueblrd

Jack Bartley
Chariotte Corkran

Eastern Blueblrd

Sarkis Acopian

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Lea & Harry Allen

Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
Terry Andrews

Leonard Angermeimer
Mrs. Henry N. Barkhausen
Mrs. Nancy Baron

Robert P. Bodine

Gary Black, Jr.

Millicent B. Bowerman
Sarah S. Braunwel!

Ray C. Brinser

Sharon Brodeur

Dr. & Mrs. Juan A. Brown
Lylia Bryant

Eclesia J. Cestone

G.R. Cook

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mrs. Leslie Douglas
Haskell Duncan

Eastalso Aluminum Co.
Wendell Edgar

Harry Eichbaum

Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Anne Giddings

Pat Givens

George N. Grant

Mrs. Edwina Hahn
Joe & Jean Hamrick

Miss Georgia Hariton

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
L. Edward Haws, Jr.
Suzanne Howard

Hunter Mill Montessori School
Pamela Isdell

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Mrs. R.N, Jespersen

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Tom Johnson

Pauline R. Kasserman
Joan Lane

Aletha J. Lindstrom
Myrle Linnell

Mrs. F. Leslie Long
Ms. Felicia Lovelett
Mrs. George Luce

Joe & Marilyn Luce
Conn M. McConnell
Bruce McNaughton
Ms. Gene S. Miller
David B. Oliver, Il
Janet B. O'Neal
George P. O'Neil
Roger Peloguin
Reinders Brothers, Inc.
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Margaret D. Rust

Mr. Fred Sahl

Phiilip Seymour

Betty Shaull
Manneliese Shriver
Margaret R. Stewart
William Stoddard

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, i
Chris Thoma

Diana Wege

Robert D. Wiiliams, M.D.
Michael Owen Willson
Ruth Wills

Mark E. Winslow
Andrea Wyman

Fledgling Bluebird

Donald F. Anderson

Terry Andrews

Augusta Bird Club

Sanius Manus Austin
Gary Baird

Brenda Baldwin

Hans Beacham

Bella Vista Bluebird Scciety
Bird Watcher's Country Store
Mrs. Rena H. Bishop

H.J. Blair

Charlene Bofinger

George Boos

J. Boyce

RobertJ. Brown

Deb Burrus

Bruce Carlson

Mrs. Dwight Collmus

Mary L. Contakos
Adrianne Ryder Cook
Kristine Crutch

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour
Andre Dion

Mr. & Mrs, Malcolm Dorber
Duncan Mills Reslorations
Delos C. Dupree
Jacgueline 3. Fonticella
GFWC Berwyn Woman's Club
Laurie Ghering

Ms. Vivian Glenn

Miss Frances Hanes

Gerald L. Hartley

David W. Heidenreich
Dana L. Heisey

Mrs. Arthur A. Houghtoen, Jr.
Charles Huthmacher
Mrs. R.L. Ireland, IlI
Barbara R. Irwin

Mary D. Janetatos
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Ron E. Kingston

Frank H. Krull

Dorothy A. Lamoureux
Kenneth G. Lehnert
Louise Lehrman

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Dwight E. Lowell

Neal Lowen

Geoffrey & Lisa Marcus
Mike Maurer & Joanne Mason
Amy R. Mitchell
Marjorie Mountjoy
Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
James B. Niederauer
Nancy Ogg

Mrs. George P. O’Neil
George P. O'Neil

Harry B. O'Rear

C.W.E. Paine

Kathleen M. Perry

Mark & Jean Raabe
Gayle C. Reddick
Grant C. Riggle

Lois M. Roberts

Rager E. Roberts

Col. W.R. Robertson
Jaoqueline Russall

Todd Ryker

Garl J. Sagmuller

Cynthia L. Saltzman
Robert A, Schoentag, M.D.
Gretchen N. Schwartz
Gretchen C. Scott

Glenn H. Sikes

John W. Skooglund

Mrs. R.H. Patmore Skuce
Mrs. Susan L. Sloan
Patricia Spielman

Mary Clark Stambaugh
Margaret R. Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. G.J. Tankersley
Richard F. Taylor

Mrs. Garnett T. Tunstall, Sr.
Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.

Sue Wells

Barbara Whitney

Robert H. Williams

The Wornan's Club of Woodbury
Jeannie Wright

Nestling Bluebird

W.J. Barton Family
Anne Bent

Carol J. Canning Family
Mrs. Sara 8. Capps

{Centinued on page 120)




Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is anincorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of biluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
tearning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (undsr 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Famlly $25; Sustaining $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Add $2.00 per year for Canada
and Mexlco and $3.00 per year for other countries
(surface mall). U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over
$6.00 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295





