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Sialia means bluebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, sialia is the Latin-
ized, neuter plural version of the Greek word
sialia, a noun meaning a “kind of bird.”
Since the Eastern Bluebird was the first
biuebird classified by Carolus Linnaeus
(1707-1778), he gave it the species name
siafis, though he placed it in the genus
Motacilia which is now reserved for the
wagtails. It was William Swainson (1789-
1855), who, in 1827, decided that the blue-
birds needed a genus of their own within
the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
the generic name Siafia which he simply
adapted from the species name siafis which
Linnaeus had used. Therefore, the scientific
name for the Eastern Bluebird is Sialia
sialis (pronounced see-ahl’-ee-ah see’-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Mountain Bluebird, the two other species
within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
icana and Sialia currucoides (COO-roo-coy-
dees) respectively. Their species names are
descriptive of their locations. All three blue-
bird species are native only to the North
American continent, although each inhabits
different regions generally separated by the
Rocky Mountains and by altitudinal prefer-
ences.

While the adult birds all show differing
plumages, the young of all three species
look remarkably alike, prominently display-
ing spotted breasts and large white eye
rings. This similarity in plumage was the
principal reason the Society chose the
juvenal bluebird forits logo. Since bluebirds
almost always choose to raise their young
in small enclosed cavities, a young bluebird
sitting near a nesting box seemed to sym-
bolize our mission. The hope of any species
resides in its young. Because of bluebird
nesting preferences, the survival of their
young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a
variety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme of bluebird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring cne
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme will remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.

Sialia is pubiished quarterly by the North Americarn Bluebird Society,
Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295. Subscription price is included in
annual membership dues. Single copies: $2.50. Write for information
about bulk guantities. Checks and money orders should be made payable
to North American Bluebird Society and should be in United States
funds. Issues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn and appear
approximately on the fifteenth of January, April, July and October
respectively. Deadline for submission of material is three months prior to
date of publication; dated items only, two months.
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Presidential Points

Sadie Dorber

Each year the Pennsylvania Bureau
of State Parks holds a meeting to
honor the many volunteers that moni-
tor and maintain bluebird trails in the
state parks across Pennsylvania. This
year the meeting was held at Bald
Eagle Mountain State Park in Lock
Haven. The 5000 acre park provides
the habitat for many migrating birds
and | had high hopes of some great
hirding. My husband and | drove down
the evening before the meeting in order
to start birding early the next morn-
ing. Unfortunately, the early summer
weather had apparently moved the
warblers on through, as they were
scarce. Bluebirds, however, were abun-
dant throughout the park. As we re-
turned to the main office for the meet-
ing, Jean Kling, Environmental Educa-
tion Specialist for Pennsylvania State
Parks, was erecting signs to direct the
bluebirders to the meeting location.
She asked, “Did you see anything?” |
answered, “Only bluebirds.” “Great!”
Jean replied. The spring bird census
was being conducied in the park the
same day; | hope they had a betier
count than we did.

This yearly meeting also gives
everyone the opportunity to share their
experiences and ask others about
problems they encounter on their
trails. House Wrens seemed to be the
number one topic of the day. For some
reason, for which none of us had the
answer, Bald Eagle Park doesn’t have
wrens. They've never nested in the
boxes, and | hadn't heard their loud,
bubbly song while birding that morn-
ing.

Dr. Andrew Choby was the recip-
ient of the award this year for out-
standing work in bluebird conserva-
tion. Dr. Choby has been a dedicated
trail monitor for over eight years at
Prince Gallitzten State Park. He keeps
the trail of 68 boxes repaired and
builds new boxes when needed. He has
been the person responsible for re-
cruiting volunteers to help at the park.

Dr. Choby is a devoted outdoorsman
S0 it doesn't surprise anyone who
knows him that he's so dedicated to
the bluebird movement.

All of us accompanied Cecil Haz-
lett, the trail monitor at Bald Eagle,
along his trail to band nesting blue-
birds. Cecil's trail of 58 boxes usually
fledges nearly 200 bluebirds annually.

Many parks send their nesting re-
ports to NABS, but Pennsylvania is the
only state that compiles the records of
all the parks and submits the data to
headquarters. Their dedication is com-
mendable!

In June we attended Bluebird Day
al the nature center located on the
grounds of the Genesee Country
Museum in Mumford, New York. The re-
constructed village takes you back to
the nineteenth century. Scott Adam-
son, director of the nature center,
offered to take me for a quick tour of
the village before all the bluebird activ-
ities got underway. Bluebird boxes
were located throughout the property,
but as Scott pointed out, the preferred
boxes are always the ones located in
the village area. Years ago, bluebirds
were common in villages and, no
doubt, would be today if we hadn’t be-
come so urbanized. Of great interest to
me was the bluebird that took over a
wren nest. A few pieces of grass had
been placed in the twig cup by the blue-
bird before she laid her eggs. Since
blowflies are not usually found in wren
nests, | wondered if this twig nest
would be parasitized by the blowfly.

Several years ago, Dr. Robert
Ahearn of this area called me to report
that bears had torn up several of his

(Continued on page 159)



A Study of Bluebird Organizations and
Their Accomplishments

Joby C. Lawson

Abstract

As a school project, | started my own nest box network in eighth grade. As part
of a research project, | wrote to various bluebird organizations in the United States
and Canada. A questionnaire asking about organizational structure and nesting re-
sults was the main component of these communications. The responses were in-
tended to help me improve my own organization and are compiled in the following

project report.
Introduction

As an eighth grader in 1985, | was
obligated to undertake a project for
one of my classes. After reading an
article in the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation’s
Conservationist magazine about the
plight of the Eastern Bluebird (Sialia
sialis) in New York State, | became con-
cerned about their fate. This became
the nucleus for my project of establish-
ing a countywide nest box network,
the Wayne County Nest Box Network
for bluebird preservation.

Publicity was the first objective. |
accomplished this by writing an article
describing the bluebirds' situation and
placing it in newspapers throughout
my county. Using this method, | re-
ceived calls from citizens wishing to
become involved, and sestablished a
membership.

I've kept my network fairly sim-
ple. | recruit members annually, most-
ly through the newspaper articles,
write bimonthly newsletters, collect
nesting results annually, and keep re-
peating this process.

The following project was con-
ducted recently while | was a student
in a wildlife management technique
class at SUNY Cobleskill [NY] in order
for me to see how different bluebird
associations were started and are
operated, as well as to see what kinds
of problems they've encountered, if
any. The responses would, | hoped,
give me new insights that could be
used to improve my network and even-
tually its productivity.
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Methods

| acquired the North American
Bluebird Trail Directory, which lists the
names and addresses of bluebird
organizations in the United States and
Canada. From this listing, | randomly
selected 15 organizations, trving to
cover every corner of North America.
To each of these groups | sent a ques-
tionnaire. In it | asked how the group
was started, how they publicized them-
selves and obtained members, and, if
they mailed newsletters, how often and
would they supply examples. | also in-
quired if they collected annual sur-
veys, if so, could | obtain examples of
their resuits for comparative purposes.
Organizational functions and activities
were another area which | inguired
about, along with a question concern-
ing nest box monitoring problems and
possible solutions to those problems.

Results

Of the 15 inguiries that were mail-
ed, sight were returned. These groups
roughly formed the border of the
United States. Two groups responded
from Texas, and one group each from
Arkansas, Alabama, New York, Minne-
sota, and the provinces of Alberta and
British Columbia in Canada.

Project Bluebird: “Trails Across
Texas” was started by Keith Kridler of
Mount Pleasant, Texas. He began help-
ing the bluebirds by placing hundreds
of bird house gourds cut from 1965-
1973. In 1973 he began to erect wooden
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boxes along the Texas rocadsides with
outstanding results. Jy the 1980s the
bluebird population had exploded on
his trail of aimost 300 boxes. While
traveling in 1984 and 1985, Keith
noticed other nest boxes,in which he
placed his name and ad&ress. The re-
sulting contacts with Harry Krueger
and Don Hutchins helped to unite their
efforts in helping the bluebirds. These
three men along with Robert McKinney
and Dr. Shirl Brunnel form the nucleus
of the group. The group sends out
monthly newsletters filled with infor-
mation. Their publicity is mainly
through these newsletters and by word
of mouth. Small aluminum tags which
contain the group’s address are also
placed on unfamiliar boxes. Annual
seminars are also held and booths are
placed at various special events. An-
nual surveys are not sent out, so they
have no problems with monitoring.
Kridler stresses good nest box loca-
tion, predator control, and keeping
House Sparrows (Passer domesticus)
out of the boxes. He feels that record
keeping shouldn't be stressed. As long
as people are erecting nest boxes and
the bluebirds are using them, he feels
his project is working (Kridler pers.
comm.).

The Wildwood Bluebird Trail is lo-
cated in the resort town of Wildwood in
southeast Texas. The town consists of
about 350 homes in which 800 people
reside, the majority are retirees. In
1988, the bluebird trail grew as a pro-
ject of a local birding club and is now
quite popular and productive. During
the 1990 breeding season, 402 blue-
birds were fledged from 129 boxes. Cer-
tain members of the club construct the
nest boxes which are sold and installed
for a fair price. These profits are then
used for further construction. There is
no formal newsletter, but articles and
meeting dates are placed in the re-
sort’s newsletters. The functions for
the bluebirders consist of four meet-
ings during the breeding season.
These meetings maintain enthusiasm
and keep monitoring problems to a
minimum. If a monitor isn’t recording
data very well, a simple phone call ask-
ing to accompany them the next time
they monitor boxes usually solves this

problem (Rodeberg pers. comm.).

The Bluebird Society of Bella Vis-
ta, Arkansas is another excellent ex-
ample of a resort/retirement commun-
ity that has gone to the birds. In 1980
the society was formed by a group of
birdwatchers interested in helping the
the bluebirds. This organization has a
spring meeting at which time nesting
record sheets are distributed and bird-
ing experiences are discussed. At a fall
meeting the year’'s nesting results are
announced. The village's golf courses
now have over 300 nesting boxes; al-
most 6,000 bluebirds have beern fledged
in the past ten years. This does not in-
clude the boxes located at private
homes in the area. This group also con-
ducts seminars for various clubs which
are interested in bluebirding. These
seminars cover everything from box
construction and location to trail main-
tenance and monitoring. Bella Vista
doesn’t have many problems with in-
sufficient monitoring. They have a
monitoring supervisor who calls the
monitors to make sure they're keeping
an accurate count of their nestings and
reinferces the importance of record
keeping {Reed pers. comm.).

The Alabama Bluebird Manage-
ment Project is a statewide preserva-
tion project supported by the Alabama
Nongame Wildlife Restoration Fund,
and coordinated by Doreen L. Miller.
This project was established through
the presentation of bluebird seminars
at state parks and wildlife refuges.
From the project’s start in 1985 until
1989 it has presented 65 seminars to
over 3,400 attendees. An annual report
is distributed showing the year's nest-
ing results. In 1989 alone, 1,582 nest
boxes were reported to have fledged
3,902 bluebirds with an average of 2.47
birds per box. There is a slight prob-
lem with their annual nesting reports
though. For 1989 they only received re-
sults from one-fourth of their total co-
operators and roughly 2,000 known
nest boxes were not reported (Miller
1990).

Leading New York State in blue-
bird restoration is the Schoharie Coun-
ty Bluebird Society. This association
was established in 1985 by Ray Briggs,



a high school teacher in Cotleskill,
New York. This group obtains mem-
bers through many channels. News re-
leases are placed in countywide news-
papers and biannual mailings-are sent
to every person in the county known to
have bluebird nest boxes. A “Bluebird
Day"” at the New York Power Authority
Visitor's Center in North Blenheim is
held every year. This event attracts in-
terested people with its bluebird slide
shows, displays, videos, and trail
walks. They also place booths at the
county fairs and many other similar
events. The bluebird fledging rate of
this group is cutstanding. In 1985, ap-
proximately 500 bluebirds were fledged
and in 1990 a total of 1,561 were re-
ported. The group holds meetings al-
most every month for its members.
They also hold a banguet in the spring
to kickoff the nesting season and a pic-
nic in the summer. As in most groups,
they also have monitoring problems.
This 1s addressed by educating the
members through the newspapers and
through public meetings held through-
out the county. Visiting private homes
to discuss monitoring is also done by
the Schoharie Society (Berner pers.
comim.).

One of the most interesting
groups that responded to my question-
naire was the Bluebird Recovery Pro-
gram of Minnesota. This is ancther
statewide organization that is oper-
ated by 1the Minneapclis Audubon
Chapter and the Minnescta Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Ncngame
Division. It was founded in 1978 by
Eagle Scout candidate Chris Valenta
who was helped by Dick Peterson to
eslablish a bluebird trail. Dick was al-
ready a 20 year veteran of bluebird re-
covery when approached by Chris.
Joined by 11 Audubon Chapters, these
two helped to form this organization.
The program is promoted with work-
shops and programs given by Depart-
ment of Natural Resources personnel
throughout the state. Informational
handouts are alsc dispersed through-
out the state. A quarterly newsletter is
written and distributed to the mem-
bers. The letters are full of information
helpful to bluebirders. Surveys are col-
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lected that thoroughly gather a great
variety of information ¢n bluebird nest-
ing. The 1990 Bluebird Directory con-
tains the following results: 545 reports
were received covering the resulls of
11,530 nest boxes. These boxes pro-
duced a total of 16.437 bluebirds (Hen-
derscn 1990). Several times during the
course of the year an advisory commit-
tee meetls to set the program’s direc-
tion. An annual conference is also held
which includes special speakers, films,
and award presentations. Although the
monitoring and reporting of nest re-
sults are opticnal in this association,
reporting remains steady at around 500
nesting reports per season (Vetter
pers. comm.).

Heading across our border o the
north, | heard from the Mountain Blue-
bird Trail of Alberta, Canada. This trail
was founded by Duncan Mackintosh in
1974. Duncan started erecting nest
boxes to help restore Mountain Blue-
birds (Sfalia currucoides). The trail
reached into Montana when Duncan
was asked 1o come to Great Falls and
help set up a trail through Montana.
The Alberta trail alone covers almost
700 linear miles. Many articles have
been written about this trail by local
newspapers. This and word of mouth
usually help tc obtain members and
trail monitors. Presentations to inter-
ested groups such as Scouts usually
attract members also. In the fall, an
annual report is mailed containing that
year's and previous years' nesting re-
sults. In 1980, 1,808 boxes out of 2,839
were used by bluebirds. These boxes
fledged 3,872 young. During the 11
years of this trail's existence, an amaz-
ing 23,771 Mountain Bluebirds have
been fledged. This group has very few
problems with monitoring. Most of the
monitors are bird banders and the gov-
ernment requires exact, accurate cata.
An integral part of this organization is
the yearly conference. It usually fea-
tures several speakers from varying
parts of the network (Mackintosh pers.
comm.).

My final reply was from the South-
ern Interior Bluebird Trail in British
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Columbia. This group was starled in
1989 by Vern Johnson after he raised
six orphaned bluebirds. This event
motivated him to read articles detail-
ing the bluebirds’ plight and, as a re-
sult, he took action. The nucleus of the
group came from interested members
of Vern’s local Naturalist Club. This
past year there were 17 monitors and
almost 40 are expected for 1991 as the
number of trails increases. These moni-
tors are also recruited through word of
mouth, local newspaper articles, and
by personal contact. If a person’s prop-
erty is suitable habitat, they are sim-
ply asked if they would be willing 10
help. A lot of people are very willing
once they're approached. This group
doesn’'t mail a newsletter, but does col-
lect an annual survey. In its second
year of existence, it already has 224
nest boxes which have produced 304
Western Bluebirds (Sfalia mexicana)
and 47 Mountain Bluebirds. They have
some monitoring problems. To heip re-
duce this, nesting record sheets are
distributed to monitors each season.
Also, during the season, monitors are
called periodically to see how data col-
lection is progressing and to make
sure it is being done. Like some other
groups, an end of the season dinner is
held to discuss the season’s activities
and to plan for the future (Smith pers.
COMIM.).

Discussion and Conclusions

There seems to be no one way that
bluebird restoration projects are
started. Many are simply the actions of
individual pecople such as Ray Briggs,
Duncan Mackintosh, and me. Others
are formed by groups such as birding
clubs, Audubon chapters, and natural-
ist clubs. Some are begun by state
agencies such as the Alabama and
Minnesota Nongame Wildlife Divisions.

The avenues for publicizing these
groups and obtaining members are al-
most inexhaustible. Many of the larger
associations hold workshops and sem-
inars which cover everything that an in-
dividual needs to know about bluebird-
ing including actually constructing
nest boxes. Most other groups place

articles in local newspapers, use word-
of-mouth contact, distribute free or
subscription newsletlers, and staff
booths al outdoor events and fairs.
Still others see possible bluebird hab-
itat or nonregistered nest boxes and
approach the home owners to describe
the group’s work. Keith Kridler (pers.
comm.) has a unique aluminum plague
with his group’s address printed on it,
which he carries with him. When he
comes upon an unfamiliar nest box, he
places a plaque on the box and even-
tually gets aresponse.

The majority of the responding
groups circulate some kind of news-
letter. These include monthly, bimonth-
ly, quarterly, and annual mailings. !t
seems that the circulation depends on
the size of the organization. |If the
members are scattered across the
state, an annual report might be the
only literature that is distributed. It is
possible that it might be too costly and
time consuming to produce a news-
letter for a large group. The two re-
sort/retirement groups of Wildwood,
Texas and Bella Vista, Arkansas (Rode-
berg, Reed pers. comm.) have no
formal “bluebird” newsletter. Instead,
they place their information in the re-
sort's newsletter or on centralized bill-
boards. For my network, [ write a bi-
monthly newsletter. Within it, | try to
answer any questions that might have
been asked, point out new research
findings and facts, and provide general
information on a variety of bluebird
topics.

One area in which I've been negli-
gent is that of providing network func-
tions. Most groups hold some sort of
formal or informal meetings. These in-
clude advisory committee meetings to
plan for the future and simple get-to-
gethers to discuss new ideas and ex-
periences. At a more formal level, ban-
quets and dinners are held. The ulti-
mate function is the annual confer-
ence. These are held for at least a
whole day and include speakers, films,
and activities concerning bluebirds.
until recently, | have never considered
meetings important. After attending a
Schoharie County Bluebird Society
meeting, however, | realized that if



members were not interested in the
work being done, then they would not
have joined. | used to be afraid of at-
tempting to conduct a countywide
meeting. After witnessing the intense
interest of the Schoharie members, |
feel meetings wilf work in my network.
And, who knows, there may even be a
banquet in the future!

| feel that the most important
topic in bluebird restoration is the nest
monitoring and annual surveys. Seven
of my eight responding groups take a
survey each nesting season. These sur-
vey results are the most important fac-
tor in helping the bluebirds for with
them we can evaluate the success of
our efforts. The most important result
is the increase in bluebird fledglings.
This helps to establish whether our ex-
periments with nest box styles,
heights, materials, and locations are
working or not. [t also allows us {o see
population improvements year after
year and it helps to set goals for the up-
coming seasons. Keith Kridler {pers.
comm.) doesn’t stress surveys. He said
that numbers on paper don’t impress
him; it is the number of bluebirds seen
along the roadside that counts. This,
too, is a valid point which should be
considered. The monitoring of boxes is
the largest problem for most organiza-
tions. Duncan Mackintosh (pers.
comm.) stated that trails can’t be suc-
cessful without accurate data. This

statement should be etched in stone.
Every organization that collects data
has problems with monitoring to some
extent. | think some of this is because
the recording of information about
nestings just slips a person’s mind as
they enjoy watching the birds raise a
family. Also, it makes sense that if one
doesn’t know how or what to record, it
just won’t be done. Many groups pro-
vide recording sheets for their mem-
bers. This helps them to know what is
wanted from them. Some groups have
monitoring supervisors. It's their job 1o
contact members periodically and
make sure that monitoring is being
done.

i've learned quite a lot from this
research project. There are many ave-
nues in which 1 want to guide my net-

work. Groups seem to have good re-
sults by placing nesting boxes on golf
courses and | want to look into this
possibility. | also plan on looking into
setting up group meetings, distributing
record sheets, following up with phone
calls, and getting lumber so boxes can
be built for people who want them.

| hope that anyone reading this
who is not in a group, will try to get into
one or form their own. It’s really not too
difficult.

1401 Flooedman Rd.
Palmyra, NY 14522
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Volunteers Needed for Bluebird
Feeding Study

Participants are needed to field test a
feeding mixture for biuebirds. The feeding
of bluebirds requires more time and atten-
tion to methods than the feeding of other
birds. Participants must be willing and able
to make frequent observations of the feed-
ing area throughout each day and com-
plete a questionnaire at the end of the
study. Time and length of the study will de-
peng on the individual's situation.

Qualified participants will have Lhe
following:

1) wintering bluebirds (the more southern
states, for example);

2) bluebirds that, for some reason, do not
leave an area as usual during migration but
overwinter where there is a lack of nalural
foods;

3) Particularly needed are people that have
overwintering Western or Mountain Biue-
birds.

Interested bluebirders please contaclt me
at the following address for further infor-
mation:

Linda Peterson Janilla

13325 4th St., No.

Stillwater, MN 55082

Tel. (612) 436-3396.



QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

This year the female bluebird
has started perching on side mir-
rors of automobiles pecking at the
window, the mirror, and some-
times the auto body. She has also
tried to fly into my neighbors
house and closed windows. Why is
she doing this?

Ellen L. Mickle
Houston, Texas

During the nesting season, blue-
birds become very territorial. The
male bird, particularly, will attack
and drive off any other male blue-
bird that enters what he perceives
to be his territory. Females often
behave in the same manner in re-
spect to other females. Reflec-
tions of the birds in mirrors or win-
dows are evidently perceived and
challenged as intruders. Perhaps
the bluebirds consider these re-
flections to be particularly objec-
tionable since they fight back and
refuse to be banished!

We are losing eggs from nests in
nesting boxes whern there is no
evidence of snake or raccoon pre-
dation. All boxes in the four in-
stances of predation are on heavily
greased metal posts near fence
rows along cattle pastures.

Mary Lee Warnock
Savannah, Georgia

It is difficult to say what may
have caused the disappearance of

eggs from some of your nesting
boxes. When eggs disappear from
a nest in a bluebird box without
any disruption of the nest or any
sign of broken eggs, we always
suspect either a snake or a two-
legged predator, the latter being
the mostinexcusable of all.

Snakes and other climbing pred-
ators would surely leave evidence
in the grease used on the metal
pipes on which your boxes are
mounted, if they attempt to climb
the pipes. However, judging from
the drawing you enclosed, it might
be possible for a snake to climb an
adjacent fence post, make its way
along the top of the fence to a
point just below the nesting box,
then reach up to the box which is
only 15 inches above the top of the
fence, thus avoiding the grease en-
tirely. Snakes are remarkably agile
and capable of reaching very diffi-
cult objectives. Perhaps increas-
ing the length of the greased pipe
would be the solution in this case.

Another remotiely possible pred-
ator in your case would be a flying
squirrel, if the box is near a
wooded area or even a single tree
close enough for the squirrel to
glide to the box.

Human vandalism, although
usually not common, does never-
theless occur, sometimes in the
most unexpected places. Don't
overlook this possibility. |



Nest Box Fasteners: Nails, Glue and Screws

Harry Krueger

How you fasten the boards to-
gether when constructing your nest
boxes is important.

Nails were so highly prized in pre-
industrial America that it was common
practice to burn down old houses sole-
ly to recover the nails. Now, all we have
to do is go to the local hardware or
home improvement store and buy what
we want. But what size, style, etc. do
we buy, and are nails the only fastener
forjoining wood?

Let’'s discuss nails first. Nails
were cut from metal until 1855 when a
French invention, the wire-nail,
doomed the cut nails nearly to extinc-
tion. Today, almost all nails are cut out
of metal wire, headed, pointed,
threaded, polished, or galvanized by
machine. Modern nails are made from
steel wire. Wires are cut and shaped
automatically from coils of wire of the
proper size. The unusually bright finish
is attained by a tumbling process. Pro-
tective treatments are galvanizing, tin-
ning, and bluing by oxidation or
cement coating. Nails of copper, alum-
inum, bronze, or stainless steel do not
rust, galvanized zinc, cadmium, or
nickel provide rust resistance.

When | first decided to build blue-
bird nest boxes ten years ago, | knew
nothing about nails. | went to a home
improvement store and found that the
electrogalvanized 6d nails were 95¢ per
pound. | went to another store where |
noted that the hot-dipped galvanized
6¢ nails were 59¢ per pound. | surmised
that the more expensive electrogalvan-

ized nails were better because they
cost more. Wrong!

To test the rust resisting effect of
each nail, | drove one hot-dipped nail
1/4 inch (0.6 cm) into a board and one
electrogalvanized (sometimes called
electroplated) the same distance into
the same board. | then put it outside to
weather. Six months later the electro-
galvanized nail was beginning to rust
whereas the hot-dipped nail was free of
rust.

What is the difference between
these two types of nails? Hot-dipped
galvanized refers to steel or iron ar-
ticles that have been cleaned with acid
and then galvanized by dipping them
into a bath of melted zinc. When the
zinc cools, it ieaves small drops of zing
crystals on the surface. This is what
gives a galvanized article its spotted or
mottled appearance. Look for this
rough surface when purchasing gal-
vanized nails—the rougher the better.

In the electroplating process,
steel articles (nails in this case) are
ptaced into a solution in which zinc or
zinc salt is dissolved. With the aid of
electricity, the zinc is plated {trans-
terred) onto the nails.

To give you an idea of the merits
of the two ditferent types of galvanized
nails, let me guote from a California
Redwood Association data sheet
“Stainless steel, aluminum alloy and
top-quality hot-dipped galvanized nails
are recommended for fastening exter-
ior redwood. Beware of nails with a
thin coating of zinc applied by electro-
plating, mechanical plating, tumbling
galvanizing or poorly controlled hot
dipping.” Such nails will lose their zinc
coating when driven and will rust. Use
hot-dipped galvanized nails—the
rougher the appearance, the better.

If you are going to use nails to
fasten the boards of your nest box,
here is a suggestion. Practically all
plans for constructing nest boxes
recommend a 6d nail. | recommend a
5d nail because it is much smaller in
circumference:

5d-13/4in.long (4.4 cm)

6d-2in.long(5.1cm)

The smaller circumference will not
cause any splitting in 3/4 in. (1.9 cm)
wood and will not work its way out
once it has been driven into the wood.
Before | nail the sides together, | glue
the edges of the wood. This makes a
firmer nest box. | use a product called
SEAL-ALL® that is not affected by



gasocling, oil, alcohol, or water. It seals,
bonds, insulates, and waterproofs {ac-
cording to the label it is guaranteed
waterproof). | have nest boxes that are
ten years old and are still solidly glued
and nailed along the edges with no
warping.

One word about nails called “sink-
ers.” These nails have a coating of a
resin-like substance that acts like a
cement and as a lubricant when the
nail is driven into wood giving it greater
holding power. The resin is a man-
made material that holds like cement,
hence you may see them advertised as
cement-coated nails. They do rust eas-
ily so | never use them.

Now, let's discuss screws as a
means of joining wood. Several years
ago, | received a nest box from Keith
Kridler (Texas) which was fastened
with drywall screws. Some time later, |
saw some wooden feeders at the local
builders’ supply store in Ore City; they
were put together with drywall screws.
Then | received a flicker box from Don
Wilkins {(Minnesota) and he had also
used drywall screws. All three builders
were using the same type of screws.
Why?

Drywall screws have very deep
ridges. These are called “flights” and
have the ability to hold securely be-
cause they have more “bite.” Most dry-
wall screws are black. This is a black
phosphate finish that is corrosion-re-
sistant (but they will rust). These
screws have two other advantages in
that they have a bugle head that sits
flush without splitting wood, and they
have a square-drive recess that is eas-
ier to screw into wood than the slotted-
head type. If you don’'t have a square-
drive head, a Phillips-head screwdriver
will work. These screws also come in
yellow zinc/chromate finish and gal-
vanized-treated deck screws.

| have just purchased 1x100 bugle-
head exterior deck screws, #8xL-3/4 at
$6.99 per 100. These have the square-
drive recess and are coated with the
“new POLYCHECK® Rust Guard'-—
and they are made in the U.S.A. | will
use these on all my future nest boxes.
The manufacturer of these screws
claims that they will outperform hot-
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dip galvanizing.

Even though | have not tested
these new screws and even though the
#5 hot-dipped galvanized nails are time
tested and successful, | feel these new
screws will be superior for joining
boards. | believe they will last longer,
hold better, and cause less splitting.

The above screws would not be
suitable where you use screws to
fasten hinged roofs, pivotahle floors,
or sides that open. | use a #8xl-1/4 inch
stainless steel pan-head sheet metal
screw for this purpose. Pan-head
screws have a deep slot that will not
deform or tear from continual use. If
you fasten boards that pivot with a
screw, | recommend that you use a
lead anchor. With repeated screwing
and unscrewing, the receiving hole will
soon become worn, A lead anchor will
last a long time and allow continued
use of this effective vandal deter-
rent, &

Rt. 2, Box OR28
Ore City, TX 75683

This article is reprinted with permission
from the January 1991 (Volume 4, Edition
1) issue of Bluebird News.

Historian’s Request

Please send newspaper
and magazine articles
about bluebirds to Historian
Jane Williams, Box 123,
Ware Neck, VA 23178, Be
sure name and address of
publication, volume and
date are included. Photo-
graphs of members en-
gaged in publicizing blue-
birds or those documenting
some unusual occurrence
are also welcome. They will
be added to scrapbooks
which are a permanent
record of activity on behalf
of bluebirds and other cav-
ity nesters.
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Literature Review

T. David Pitts

Eastman, M.D., L.S. Johnson, and L.H.
Kermott. 1989. Ectoparasitism of nest-
ling House Wrens, Troglodytes aedon,
by larvae of the blow fly Protocalli-
phora braueri (Diptera: Calliphoridae).
Canadian Journal of Zoclogy 67: 2358.
2362.—The mysterious deaths of many
nestlings may be due to parasites and
diseases. While the actions of nest
predators, such as rat snakes and rac-
coons, are easily detected, the pres-
ence of most parasites and disease
causing organisms in nestlings prob-
ably goes unnoticed. Among the better
known groups of avian parasites are
the bird blow flies in the genus FProto-
calliphora. Typically, female biow flies
deposit their eggs in the nests of
hosts; the larvae then periodically (in
some species apparently at night)
crawl onto the nestling birds, take a
blood meal, and then retreat into the
nest. The blow fly whose activities are
described in this article has a slightly
different strategy. The larvae embed
themselves in the skin of nestlings and
remain there for three days; then, they
return to the nest material and pupate.
The parasites apparently had little
effect on nestlings more than six days
old; younger nestlings may have died
as a result of the infestation. The
authors point out that this parasite is
apparently widespread but may be
overlooked because of its short stay on
the nestlings.

Highhouse, William. 1989. American
Kestrel nesting box project in Warren
County. Pennsylvania Birds 3:132.—
This brief report re-emphasizes some
of the conclusions of other studies:
(1) American Kestrels will readily use
properly built and placed nest boxes
(e.g., in 1989, 34 of 40 boxes in this
study were used by kestrels); (2) num-
erous species, including Eastern Blue-
birds and the omnipresent European
Starling, will utilize nest boxes de-
signed for kestrels; and, (3) studies of

birds using nest boxes provide the
most convenient way of obtaining nest-
ing data for species such as kestrels.
The largest number of young fledged
in this study was 118 in 1988; the
author notes that 40 kestrel nesting
boxes should fledge about 100 young
peryearif the weather is warm and dry.
Of the 550 nestling kestrels banded in
the study oniy two have been recov-
ered, but these two present an inter-
esting contrast. One was trapped and
released in three successive winters in
Bristol, TN, about 380 miles southwest
of Warren Co. The other was trapped
and released near Hamlin, NY, about
115 miles to the northeast. In spite of
the apparent success of this project,
the autheor notes that, based on Christ-
mas Bird Counts, kestrels continue
their long-term decline in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey.

Pitts, T.D. 1988. Effects of nest box
size on Eastern Bluebird nests. Journal
of Field Ornithology 59:309-313.—This
study was based on two sizes of nest
boxes; Small boxes had a floor size of
about 11 square inches (29 x 3.9
inches), and Large boxes had a floor
size of about 22 sguare inches (4.0 x
5.5 sguare inches). Except for floor
size (and, subsequently, the volume),
the Small and Large boxes were iden-
tical. Boxes were erectled in pairs, one
Small and one Large, with the mem-
bers of a pair about 30 inches apart.
Bluebirds built 94 nests in the boxes
during the study which extended over
an B year period. Bluebirds did not pre-
fer one size of box over the other, and
nesting parameters, with two excep-
tions, were the same for both sizes of
boxes. Clutch size, percent eggs hatch-
ing, percent successful nests, and the
number of young fledged per nest did
not significantly differ between the two
types of boxes. However, nest size and
percent of fledglings returning to nest
did differ. In Large boxes, 8.7% of the

{Continued on page 144)



Currants—for Bluebirds Only

Bob Josenhans

In an issue of Sialia (12(4):140-141)
currants were described as an excell-
ant food for bluebirds. We decided to
try this as a further effort to enhance
our bluebird population, We first put
the currants out in a saucer. The blue-
birds never had a chance. The mock-
ingbirds loved them and the robins
found them delicious. The robin, after
eating its fill, stood guard over the
saucer so that the bluebirds could not
feed. | found this unacceptable and set
out to design a currant feeder which
would be exclusively for the biuebirds.

| decided to use a bluebird box as
a starting point (see diagram). Access
was provided through slots, as de-
scribed by Richard Tuttle in Sialia
{12(1):13-17), except that the slots were
made on the three sides of the feeder
that could be seen from the house. The
roof was purposely made oversized for
weather protection. The big question
was where to locate the floor of the
feeder. A fixed floor was located 4

inches (10.2 ¢m) below the entrance
and 12 pieces of wood 1/4 inch (0.6
cm}) thick were cut to fit on top of the
fixed floor. When the currants were put
in the feeder, they rested on a floor that
was 1 in. (2.5 crn) below the entrance.
The robin lost out immediately, since
he could not use a vertical perch. The
mockingbird was able to perch at the
opening, so each time that he was suc-
cessful in obtaining a currant | re-
moved one of the 1/4 in, pieces of loose
flooring. When the floor was lowered to
3 1/2 in. (8.9 cm) below the entrance,
the mockingbird was defeated. He no
longer visits the feeder. The feeder is
attached to the railing of our deck for
easy viewing. We have up to six blue-
birds feeding at a time through the win-
ter. This spring we have had up to five
fledglings line up on the railing to be
fed by their parents. |

802 Bermuda Ct.
Annapolis, MD 21401

Bluebird Feeder
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Diagram by Bob Josenhans
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Eastern Bluebird feasting on surnmer fruit in a Maryland yard.

—Hubert A. Brandenburg

NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
RESEARCH GRANTS

The North American Bluebird Society announces the ninth
annual grants-in-aid for ornithological research directed toward
North American cavity nesting species with emphasis on the
genus Sialia. Single or multiple awards may be made within the
following three categories:

Bluebird Research Grant— Available to student, professional or
individual researchers for a suitable research project focused on
any of the three species in the genus Sialia.

General Research Grant— Available to student, professional
and individual researchers for a suitable research project fo-
cused on a North American cavity nesting species.

Student Research Grant—Available to full time college or uni-
versity students for a suitable research project focused on a
North American cavity nesting species.

Further guidelines and application materials are available
upon request from Kevin L. Berner, Research Committee Chair-
man, State University of New York, Cobleskill, NY 12043. Com-
pleted applications must be received by 1 December 1991; decis-
icns will be announced by 15 January 1992.
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I’ll Take the High Road

Robert A. Stevenson

My quest was o'er, the race was run, he lay there in my sights,
He was unaware of my presence, ! had him “dead to rights.”

A gentle squeeze of the trigger-—-
"Kingdom Come!”

| walked over and stood there as his great black body thrashed in its final
throes. His yellow-brown eyes were open and, as the last golden flecks of life faded,
a whoosing sigh of escaping air seemed to whisper to me, '"You cheated.”

‘Twas ever thus, man against beast, man against man, might makes right,

someone cheats. Hold that scenario.

We first met about a year ago. He
visited my bird feeders. Not satisfied
with what was on the ground, he pro-
ceeded to pull down and trash 13 feed-
ers. We found the last feeder, dragged
far into the woods, when we came
across it during deer season. Some-
time before hibernating he pulled down
one of my bluebird boxes; tore off the
door and one side looking for food.

| replaced the box but, woe is me,

he began working my bluebird trail be-
fore | did this spring. He didn’t destroy
the box, just bent the steel post into a
hairpin, as if to warn me.

Spring worked its way into sum-
mer and he, in turn, worked his way
through my trail. An excellent crop of
Tree Swallows occupied the nests. On
each of my rounds there was evidence
of his visits: another bent post, two
nests of eggs destroyed, a mother bird

Photograph by Robart A. Stevenson

Black bear which has been destroying feeders and bluebird nest boxes near
Robert Stevenson’s home in northeastern Minnesota.
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dead, four boxes of nestlings eaten. Ali
those boxes ended up as kindling.

Taking everything into considera-
tion, who am | to be judge and jury? In
my pre-cholesterol days, | consumed
dozens of eggs, and | regularly eat
chicken and turkey. Must the pot call
the kettle black?

Now he is back in my yard again.
Two more feeders taken down, one
smashed, the other carried off. Some-
one offered a cure: “Put a cup of
household ammonia in a plastic bag,
coat the bag with peanut butter and
hang it where the feeders were.” (He's
a big one, baits were seven feet high.}

He returned in 15 minutes; we
watched as he stood on his hind legs
and bit into the sack: a faceful of am-
monia. He shook his head and ran into
the woods. In 30 minutes he was back,
none the worse for wear. He did, how-
ever, ignore the second bait—tem-
porarily. If | were still teaching, | would
classify him SLBP {slow learner, behav-
ior problem). He returned two nights
later for that one. Garbage is the great
enticer: drag it into a secluded place
and scatter and sort it at leisure. Three
nights of this and patience wears then.

He lay there on his belly lapping
up my sunflower seeds. | really did

have him ‘“dead to right,” (with the
game warden’'s permission to destroy
him), but, as { began to squeeze the
trigger, the cross hairs blurred and |
blinked hard. When | opened my eyes,
he was disappearing behind a screen
of leaves.

The clder | get and the more that
ills besiege me, the more precious life
becomes. Do you suppose my subcon-
scious blurred my eyes al the last mo-
ment? | only know that he is still out
there, somewhere. When the chips
were down, | didn’t cheat! The old ad-
versarial condition still exists. When |
crawl into his bower to retrieve the
strewn garbage or when | walk through
a particularly dense section of woods,
near where he destroyed three boxes,
the hairs on my neck prickle, a small
mouse with cold feet and sharp toe-
nails climbs my spine, my heart may
skip a beat, and my blood shifts into
overdrive, Sort of adds spice to living.

Only time will tell if | made the cor-
rect choice, but, for now, I’'m rather
glad | tock the high road. I'll grant him
his main entree, but if his appetite ex-
tends to bluebkirds for dessert, | shall
write “The Final Chapter.” [ |

11043 Willow River Rd.
Gheen, MN 55740
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POSTAL SERVICE ISSUES BLUEBIRD STAMP

Some members of the North Amer- E’

e W N

ican Bluebird Society may remember a let-
ter dated February 3, 1981, which appeared
in the Spring 1981 issue of Sialia (3(2):71).
It was directed to the Postmaster General
and the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Commit-
tee by Jeanne Price, on behalf of the North
American Bluebird Society, requesting
that the Postal Service issue one or more
bluebird stamps. Executive Director Mary
D. Janetatos’ column in that same issue
included a request for members to write a
letter to encourage the commitiee to
designate at least one bluebird stamp.

Many of you did write. Less than a year later, Jeanne wrote in her
Presidential Points column (4(1):2) that, although many letters had
been written on behalf of the bluebird, *...the outcome is not exactly
what we had anticipated. Would you believe we're getting four blue-
bird stamps?”

Our request had been turned down because commemorative
stamps depicting all 50 state flowers and birds were scheduled to be
issued in March 1982. The Eastern Bluehird would appear on the New
York and Missouri stamps and the Mountain Bluebird on the ldaho
and Nevada stamps. Because the Western Bluebird was not a state
bird, it was not depicted.

Now, just over ten years from the time of our initial request, the
Postal Service has issued an Eastern Bluebird stamp in a 3-cent de-
nomination. It will be part of a new group of stamps called ‘‘feathered
friends.” Two hundred million will be printed so perhaps they will be
around to supplement outdated first class stamps and postcards as
prices continue to rise in the near future.

Michael Matherly of Cambridge City, Indiana, painted the Eastern
Bluebird sitting on a flowering crabapple tree branch. The Postal Serv-
ice news release described the bluebird stamp and the 1-cent Ameri-
can Kestrel (another cavity nester) issued at the same time and
painted by the same artist as “the first multicolor denominated post-
age stamps to be printed entirely on offset presses,” by the American
Bank Note Co. of Chicago, lllinois. Both stamps went on sale on 22
June 1991 in Aurora, Colorado. 3]
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Bluebird Nest Box from Scrap Wood

Richard Decker

In reviewing several articles | had borrowed from Sister Barbara Ann (author of
Beakless Bluebirds and Featherless Penguins), on the sizes of bird houses, | de-
cided to try to combine them into an easily made box using the short pieces of lum-
ber everyone has. Since ali pieces of the box are less than 11 inches (27.9 cmy), it is
hard to cut a nice long board. Most of the short pieces left over from big jobs are this
long. Also 2 x 4s are more available than 1 inch boards.

Inthe Autumn 1990 issue of Sialia, Kevin Berner pointed out that the reason for
having a thick entrance hole was to act as a deterrent to predators. He also demon-
strated the advantage of a roof overhang of several inches. | als¢c saw some boxes
that had been in the field for a year or two which were nct holding up too well. The
thin material split and fell apart. To build a better box is easy with all of the informa-
tion supplied; in addition, | always look for a method that will make use of the small
scraps | accumulate,

My design consists of the front, back, and bottom mace of 2 x 4s, as shown in
the attached sketch. All of the boards are a standard width so that they only have to
be cut to length. The roof is at a 15 degree angle so the front and back are cut to fit
thatangle. The sides are froma 1 x8 and the topis froma 1 x 6.

| assembie the 2 x 4 pieces first with a little glue and a couple of nails. | then put
on the sides. Because ! have a belt sander, | sand it all around. | then put the hinge
on the top and the hook comes last. Since it is a very solid house. it can be mounted
in many ways. | think using a pipe flange on a6 or 7 foot (1.8 or 2.1 m) pipe would be
bestif that is available. However, any post will do. [ |

10 Holmehurst Ave.
Catonsville, MD 21228
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Diagram by Richard Decker
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Richland Bluebird Society

Gretchen Y. Maysek

"How would your class like to
make a bluebird trail around the
school?” Mr. Freed, our principal,
asked one Monday in February.

“Sounds good to me. What do we
need, how do we do it, and where will
we put it?” | responded.

| shouldn’t have worried. Mr. Freed
had already talked to a man from his
church who had the house pattern and
would pre-cut the wood for us. It would
be up to us (Mrs. Dailey’'s class and
ming) to provide the labor and maintain
the trail. This sounded like the perfect
project for our group of third, fourth,
and fifth grade emotionally disturbed
students. Not only would we have to
work as small groups to build the
houses, but we would alsc have to
work as a unit to maintain the trail and
keep our logs.

| called my recently retired father-
in-law and asked him to help us with
the construction. He appeared with
tools, aprons, and plenty of patience
on the appropriate day. The children
were very excited about the project
and could hardly wait to begin. Each
group consisted of two or three chil-
dren. Hammers and nails as well as the
pre-cut wood pieces were at each
table. As Mr. Freed demonstrated what
to do, the children took turns follow-
ing his instructions and constructing
the bird houses. It took us about an
hour to put the wood together to make
a complete house. Each team then
numbered their house and received a
notebook in which to record house in-
formation. “I’ve never held a hammer
before and look what | did!" was one
response. Others just smiled and gig-
gled all afternoon. Self-esteem and
pride were evident on all faces includ-
ing mine.

Mrs. Dailey and | painted the
houses after school so that they would
dry by the next day. We also placed a
number on the outside of each house
so that each could be easily identified.

Mr. Freed and Mr. Quay, our cus-
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todian, had obtained sign poles on
which to mount the houses. The chil-
dren were shown how to scrape the
poles using wire brushes. Simultan-
eously, some students were drilling
holes in the back of each house so that
they could be attached to the poles
when they were ready. Mr. Freed took
the poles home and painted them for
us. When they were ready, he and Mr.
Quay used a sledge hammer to pound
the poles into the ground around the
perimeter of the school. The trail is ap-
proximately one-half mile long with the
ten houses evenly distributed along it.

The day finally came to go outside
and attach the bird houses to the
poles. The children were beside them-
selves. Each group, dressed in coats
and boots as it was a blustery March
day, went out to mount “their” house. |
trailed along watching the enthusiasm
of each group and praying for just one
nest.

We then deveioped binocular
teams. Each day at lunch recess one
teamn walked around the playground
observing the houses from a distance.
After all, we didn’'t want to disturb any-
thing that was trying to nest. Qur stu-
dents happily gave up their recess in
order to take their turns observing the
houses. It was amazing what they saw
and had never seen before. We all
learned words like kesirel, sparrow
hawk, migration, prey, etc.

Each Friday afternoon Mr. Freed
and | (or Mrs. Dailey and |) took a group
of children around the trail, carefully
opening each house and observing any
changes. We noted the skull of a
mouse left by a bigger bird of prey, fur,
wasps, fecal matter, and finally, after
three weeks, the beginnings of a blue-
bird nest! We knew it was a bluebird
by the materials used in construction.
We had also seen the female come out
of the house. The children were shriek-
ing with glee and could hardly wait to
get around the trail so that they could
run inside and tell the others. Our log
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Photographs by Ronald Freed

Above two photographs show students at Richland Elementary School, Quaker-
town, Pennsylvania, building nest boxes for bluebird trail they established
around the school.
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Students at Richland Elementary
school grounds.

School moniter bluebird nest box on

keeper noted the date, time. and num-
ber of eggs in the nest (four) so that we
could announce this to the rest of the
schooi.

Sadly, after three weeks we saw
no further activity around the nest and
the eggs had not hatched. It appeared
that the nest had been abandoned. Cur
binocular team reported that the two
bluebirds who had been in the area
were no longer around. We cleaned out
the old nest and brought it inside for
further inspection. The nest was soft,
full of grass and feathers, and was per-
fectly constructed. The children were
amazed at the patience it must have
taken to build the nest by something as
small as a bluebird. The eggs were also
marveled over because of their size
and color.

That was our only bluebird nest.
We had many wren nests. The children
became quite adept in naming the kind
of bird which had construcled any
nest. Our last observation was on 10
June. My most introverted student ask-
ed, “Could | come over here this sum-
mer and walk the trail and check our
houses? | promise that I'll keep the
lcg.” Music to my ears!

A huge surprise came at the end
of the year. Mrs. Savidge, a fourth
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grade teacher who was also interested
in our project, had submitted our
names to the North American Bluebird
Society. Each student was called in
front of the entire student body to re-
ceive a certificate which recognized
each one as someone who had built
the houses, maintained the trail, and
generally took an interest in wildlife.
We all stood there amazed by her
Kindness in submitting our names; we
were filled with pride that our class
had done something so important, We
also made Richland Biuebird Society
buttons which we wore proudly and
Mrs. Daitey made us all T-shirts. We
left school with buttons on our shirts
and certificates in our hands declaring
us official bluebirders!

Will our houses be here next
year?”’ someone asked. “Will we be re-
sponsible for them?” | just smiled and
nodded. Thank you, Mr. Freed, for giv-
ing all of us something to be proud of
formany years to come! |

If you are interested in our trail and
how it was fully developed, please con-
tact me at the address below.

Richland School
500 Fairview Ave.
Quakertown, PA 18951

Sialia, Autumn 1991



Diary of Three Bluebirds

Mary Reed

Three Eastern Bluebirds were
hatched in a martin house at the
home of Ruth and Robert Alfton
near Warren, Texas, on or about 23
Aprii, 1997. We do not know if there
were any other siblings or what
caused their lives to be upset, but
on Saturday, 4 May these three lit-
tle birds felf out of the fall martin
box onto the ground. As no one
could put them back into their
nest, | was called to get them late
that same afternoon.

Saturday, 4 May 1991 —Later that
night my husband, Eldon, and |
dug worms from our garden by
flashlight. | cut the worms into
inch long pieces and, using tweez-
ers, fed the very hungry hirds, After
eating until satisfied, they were
bedded down in a box filled with
fresh pine straw in our warm dark
laundry rcom.

Sunday, 5 May 1991—| dug worms
before going tc church at 8:30 a.m.
and all birds were very active.
When | turned on the light in the
laundry room, they started cheep-
ing loudly causing me to feed them
as fastas | could.

Sunday afternoon | boiled
chicken parts. | then molded finely
chopped livers, etc. into little balls,
The birds seemed to love these,
but we found ourselves digging
worms many other times. The nest-
lings were fed every three to four
hours on Sunday. Between feed-
ings | searched our bluebird trail
records and visited boxes attempt-
ing to locate possible foster par-
ents for these orphans.

At this time we noticed that
one bird seemed smaller and
slightly less active than the other
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two. | tied a piece of red yarn
around one of his legs and cut it
very short to keep track of him.

Monday, 6 May 1991—We were
very busy preparing for a dinner
party, but my husband dug worms
and | fed the birds on schedule at
7:30 and 10:30 a.m. At 11:30 a.m. a
repairman came by and, without
giving me any warning, turned on
the light in the laundry rcom. The
birds awakened and acted as if
they had not been fed for hours. By
noon they had been fed and
bedded down on clean straw again.

Again at 3:00 p.m. my husband
dug a full can of worms and the
birds were fed again. We began to
notice that they always ate as if
they were starving, but once that
hunger was appeased they could
not be tempted by the juiciest of
worms. In spite of all our planning,
they were starving again—right in
the middle of cur dinner party for
20. So my guests and | had to feed
them again as their cries were toc
insistent to be ignored.

A final feeding at 10:00 p.m.
ended their day.

Tuesday, 7 May 1991—The birds
were 50 very active today that | fed
them at 7:30 a.m. and then, know-
ing that they needed adult bluebird
supervision for two or three weeks
after fledging, | took them to boxes
which contained little ones
approximately the same age.

“Red” as we called the small-
est one, was put into box no. 10 of
our bluebird trail where there were
already four young 14 days old, but
they looked very much like him. (It
was really a guessing game!)

143



Eldon had instructions on how
and when to feed the other two
while | played in a golf tournament
and thought through future plans
for them.

Between 3:00 and 4:.00 p.m., |
took the well-fed young to boxes
hoping foster parents would
accept them. One was tagged with
blue yarn and joined three others
in box no. 17 that our records
showed were 15 days old. The last
little one, tagged yellow, settled
down with three young in golf
course box no. 141-G-7. The young
in this box were also 13-15 days
old.

Late Tuesday | anxiously
checked box no. 10 and found that
all five young birds were asleep.
Red was present on top of two
others and sort of wedged in
between,

Wednesday, 8 May 1991—All three
boxes were checked twice during
the day. My reasoning was that in
the event of fledging | would be
able to rescue the little orphans
once again. In each box all the
young were obviously well fed and
content.

Thursday, 9 May 1991—In the
morning all young in all boxes
were fine. Late in the afternoon
while checking 141-G-7, | counted
to make sure all four birds were
accounted for. Much to my dismay
one of the young flew out, across a
creek, and into a pine tree. He
landed on the trunk of the tree
about 30 feet above the ground.
The adult female flew to him
immediately. When | checked | dis-
covered that this was not one of
the orphaned birds. Sometime late
that same afternoon the birds from
box no. 17 fledged successfully.

Friday, 10 May 1991—All birds
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from 141-G-7 had fledged so |
cleaned the box. The five birds in
box no. 10 are still very content to
remain in the box,

Saturday, 11 May 1991 —Checking
both morning and afternoon |
found that all birds in box no. 10
were still being fed by adults in the
box. Red was nearest to the open-
ing and locked ready. All five birds
in box no. 40 fledged successfully.

In all three areas where
orphans had been placed, blue-
birds were heard along with extra
cheeps which we had to assume
were young. The foliage was dense
so that only a male was seen in the
vicinity of box no, 17 looking for in-
sects.

Monday, 13 May 1991—This day
ends the diary of the three blue-
birds. Reason and fact indicate
that all three birds fledged suc-
cessfully with their foster families
near the golf course on the Wild-

wood Bluebird Trail. |
P.O.Box 816

Wildwood, TX 77663
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(LITERATURE REVIEW—Continued from
page 131)

fledglings returned to the study area to
nest, but only 3.2% of the fledglings re-
turned from the Small boxes. While the
number of fledglings returning was
small, the striking difference between
Large and Small hoxes indicates that
the young frem Large boxes were more
sUccessful. This type of study needs io
be repeated on a larger scale and in dif-
ferent parts of the range of Eastern
Bluebirds before a definitive answer
can be given to the frequently asked
question, “What is the best size of nest
box for Eastern Bluebirds?™ |

Dr. Pitts welcomes reviews from members.
Readers should submit material to Dr. T.
David Pitts, The University of Tennessee at
Martin, Martin, TN 38238-5014.
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1989: My Year of Agony and Ecstasy

Shirley Foley
22 April—Bluebirds checking yard boxes, especially no. 1.

24 April—Back to same box this a.m, Male only p.m. This fine young fellow is stick-
ing around. Because he has no wife to talk to, he loves to chatter away to us. He
seems to be totally unafraid of us.

7 May—Our beautiful young male was gone when we g¢t up this a.m., but we now
have an older male and a female. They like hox no. 1 tco, probably because that is
the cnly one that is still vacant. It has been protected from Tree Swallows (all except
one that has been a real pest).

2 May—When Harold got up this morning, both males were here, but by the time |
got up only the young male was still here. | was s0 happy because we had grown
quite attached to the little fellow. He and the female started 1o build a nest almost
immediately.

17 May—Female appears to be starting to incubate six beautiful eggs.
22 May—Male is missing, has been gone all day.

23 May—5Still no sign of male. | spend most of the day close to tears as | know he is
dead and | miss him so. | am worried because the female will soon have six young
to care for all by herself. To help her, | went to the pet shop and got maggots, meal-
worms, and worms and put them out close to the nest box in the hope that she
woulid eat them. Maybe when the young hatch, | can help her feed them. She won't
touch them, but each day | put more fresh ones out.

30 May—9:45 a.m. second baby is just hatching. 8:20 p.m. enly one egg left. All eggs
hatched by next morning. Raining. It continued to rain most of the time as she con-
tinued to feed all those little ones all by herself. | felt so sorry for her as she looked
s0 wet and cold, but she just kept going.

15 June—Heme from hushand's mother's funeral; see we have a new male. i am s¢
happy. | think from all | have read that he will help her raise those little ones. Boy, am
lin for a shock!

19 June—12:30 p.m. first little female left the nest. It was a very sad time as | knew
they were now at risk. Little did | know hew much. As socn as the male saw the little
fledgling, he figured that he should mate with her, not feed her. 2,45 p.m. first male
left the nest. As scon as the old male saw him, he chased him, forced him down, and
fought with him. The young female is starting to fly really well and is flying around
the top of the garage when a group of Tree Swallows spotted her, chased her, and
forced her down in the grass. | never saw her again and never found her. Another
female left the nest and then another male. The old male chased him and forced him
down in the grass. 3:30 p.m. male and female still left in nest and both males and the
one female are still around. Male is still attacking the newly fledged males and try-
ing to mate with the young female. The mother bird appears to be starting to build a
new nest and has abandoned her babies. 4:05 p.m. final male left nest. 4:20 p.m.
final female out. Male is attacking mom when she tries to feed the babies. She
finally got smart and flew away with the five remaining babies, leaving him behind.

22 June—Mom brought all five babies back it seemed just to show me that they



were all still alive and O.K. Then they all left again.

23 June—Only four babies now, two males and two females. We put up a brand new
box on the garage, just outside the sundeck on the house. The ¢id male insisted that
this was the box his mate was going to build in. He carried grass in and back out
again every day.

26 June—Female is starting to build nest. She still has four fledglings with her.
Male will not feed them but will watch over them. Occasionally, he will bring his
mate something to eat and will aliow her o give it to the babies.

30 June—Two eggs in nest; only one young from first brood still here.

1 July—Three eggs which female appears to be incubating. Two young females and
one male here. No signs of babies again for a long time.

16 July—Three fuzzy babies approximately four days oid.
27 July—0One male “baby’ here.

30 July—Young female back. Male bluebird checking other nest boxes after chasing
brood one babies away. Baby female appears to have brought food to new nestlings.

3 August—9:40 a.m. first new baby left nest. Appear to be three males. 4:00 p.m. two
still in nest, but they left shortly. All have left.

5 August—All three babies back this a.m.
11 August—Mom and first brood female here bathing.
14 August—Mom and a second brood male here.

27 September—Young male and a female were here checking out the nest boxes, so
maybe | will have another story to tell next year.

It is my feeling that we still have four from first brood and all three from the
second brood out there somewhere. For my first year seven live babies isn't bad. |
guess that will help compensate for the loss of our first true bluebird friend. He will
always be remembered and missed. I'm sure | will never forget my first year as a
true, blue bluebirder! I

80x 7610
8onnyville, Alberta
Canada T9N 2HS

Anflounsmams We welcome all reports of plant

Announcements of regicnal or state
meetings pertaining to cavity nesters
should reach us at least four months be-
fore publication date of issue in which item
will appear. For example, the winter issue is
published on 15 January so material should
reach us by 15 September.

Mail to Editor J. Solem, 10617 Graetoch
Rd., Laurel, MD20723.
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use by wildlife. Please be as specific
as possible, including such informa-
tion as the name of the plant (botanical
name when known) and the approxi-
mate time of year when the observa-
tions were made. Send your reports fo
Karen Blackburn, 4961 Dogwood Drive,
Marianna, FL 324486.
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Happiness Is a Pair Of Bluebirds
Nesting in Your Own Back Yard

Maibelle Dickey Hodgins

In Thomas D. Burleigh's magnifi-
cent book Georgia Birds, the Eastern
Bluebird is described as a common
permanent resident throughout the
state. He pictures them as happily
flocking together in the winter while
roving through open country and feed-
ing at the edges of woods or roadsides.
Then in spring Mr. Burleigh explains
that these lovely birds pair off to find
old woodpecker holes or other cavities
in which to nest.

This is quite true, of course; how-
ever, since Georgia Birds was pub-
lished in 1958, over 30 vyears have
passed. At the present time, *‘old
woodpecker holes” are sort of hard to
come by. Yes, we still have woodpeck-
ers, and these expert carpenters con-
tinue to work hard excavating cavi-
ties which they use only one season.
These holes then become available to
other species who depend upon them
as nesting sites. Nevertheless, the de-
mand for cavities is so great that the
bluebird has been edged out time and
again and has been diminishing in
numbers. Since this dainty bird cannot
chisel a hole of its own, it has becoms
more and more apparent that if we
want to keep the bluebirds, nesting
boxes must be made to accommo-
date them. Now that our garden clubs,
Scouts, various organizations, and
dedicated “birders” have become in-
volved, this “bird of happinass” is find-
ing the welcome mat out in many a
back yard and bluebird trail. As a re-
sult, these colorful birds are already on
the increase in certain areas.

| suppose that almost everyone
who first becomes aware of the fas-
cinating world of birds wants to have
bluebirds in his yard, but some of us
don’t know quite how to go about at-
tracting them. | recall so well my first
experience. It happened while | was
dressing for breakfast. | heard my hus-
band shout, “There’s a bluebird in the
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dogwood tree!” | rushed to the dining
room where John was viewing the
garden from our picture window. Be-
fore | could get there, a second cry
rang out, “There's another one in the
bird bath!” | finally reached my hus-
band, grabbed the binoculars, and set-
tled down {o enjoy the spectacle. It is
amazing to see how really blue these
charming birds are—somewhere along
the French Riviera | have seen water
the color of the bluebird. Females are
not quite sc blue, but both have the
brick-red breasts. They are not large
birds, only 8 1/2-7 1/2 inches, smaller
than a cardinal.

These particular bluebirds were
flying around the garden inspecting
every nook and corner. They were even
going in and out of the various bird
houses scattered about the yard. Final-
ly, they began concentrating on our
special bluebird house, one that had
been waiting to be discovered by blue-
birds for several years. It was quite evi-
dent that the bluebirds were pleased
with this house. To our delight, ihey be-
gan gathering nesting materials. John
was 50 entranced that he could hardly
tear himself away to go to work that
morning. However, he finally did, and |
was left to keep a sharp eye on the
birds’ activities.

Needless to say, | found it difficult
to do even the necessary household
chores because | was s0 busy looking
out the window. Finally, | managed to
put the dishes in the dishwasher and
started making beds, ali the while sing-
ing excerpts from Song of the South:
“Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay, won-
derful feeling, wonderful day! There’s a
bluebird on my shoulder’—wait a
minute, hold on, what's with the blue-
birds? Oh, no, not the mockingbird. He
couldn't! But he could, and he was!
Our mocker was indeed scolding the
bluebirds. He was being as disagree-
able as only a mockingbird can be,
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which is plenty.

At first, the bluebirds continued
with their building but the handsome
mocker also continued with his fussing
and fuming. What could | do? He
seemed to be beside himself with rage.
Well, there was absolutely nothing to
do except watch. How can you reason
with a mockingbird? | wanted to tell
him to go back to the front yard and
perch on his special telephone wire
over the well house, where he had his
very own feeder all complete with suet
and raisins. | wanted to tell him that
there were robins on the front lawn for
him tc chase. The robins could take the
mocker's  antics; the  bluebirds
couldn’t. They left.

When John returned home that
night, his face was wreathed in smiles.
He had told everyone at the office
about his bluebirds. It was a dejected
husband who dragged himself to bed
that evening. In the meantime, the
mockingbird had returned to his wire
where he perched as complacent and
arrogant as you please, magnificently
surveying his domain,

The year passed, and then it was
spring again. | was taking color pic-
tures of birds through the picture win-
dow. | stepped out of the room for a
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Pair of Eastern Bluebirds nesting in flowering dogwood at author’s home.

moment. When | returned, bluebirds
were in the feeders, in the bird bath,
and perched in trees. There were four
or five, and it seemed that they were
everywhere; however, try as | could, it
was impossible for me to get a picture
of one. As soon as | focused my cam-
era on one, he flew to another place.
Suddenly, all the bluebirds were gone.
They had found nothing to interest
them in my yard. The feeders were full
of all kinds of seeds, but bluebirds are
not seed eaters. | was crushed. Then
one afternoon while visiting a neigh-
bor, | discovered that she has bluebirds
all year. They nest in one of her bird
houses and make regular visits to the
feeding stations—for corn bread.

Corn bread! Back home | went.
That evening when John returned from
work, he found me in the kitchen mak-
ing a batch of corn bread to a lively ren-
dition of “Shortnin’ Bread.” After serv-
ing half of it to my family for supper,
the rest was saved for the feeder.

Next morning, | placed corn bread
crumbs in the feeder farthest from our
house, the feeder at the edge of the
rose garden. If bluebirds came, they
were going to find something that they
would like this time. In the days that
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followed, | found that practically all of
the birds loved corn bread. Never a day
passed that | didn’t place corn bread
crumbs in the feeder.

Finally, a brisk March wind blew
the bluebirds to our yard once more.
Again, | was taking pictures at the
time. The birds flew around the garden,
drank water from the bird bath, and ate
corn bread. | was fascinated. They
were even [ovelier than | remembered.
After awhile the pair chose a house
hanging in the dogwood tree and soon
began gathering nesting material. In
time the eggs were laid. It is interest-
ing to note that the female bluebird
lays a blue egg. Not many kirds pro-
duce eggs the same color as their
plumage. During the incubation period,
our glamorous male stood guard on
top of his bird house most of the time.
How brave he was. | saw him dive at a
squirrel who was attempting to eat his
corn bread. How different from those

Hodgins’ feeder.
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Adult male Eastern Bluebird feedingonsof his fledgiings corn bread at

other timid bluebirds who had come
the year before and let the mocking-
bird frighten them away.

After the eggs hatched, both par-
ents were busy taking food to the tiny
birds. Since insects form the bulk of
the bluebird’s natural diet, you may be
quite sure that our garden greatly ben-
efited from their sojourn in our back
yard. However, judging from the fre-
quent trips made tc and from the feed-
ing station containing the corn bread
crumbs, which was now the one near-
est to our house, it was obvious that
our bluebird, like a true southern
gentleman, was raising his children on
corn bread.

The bluebirds stayed in our garden
a long time. When they arrived, the
dogwood was in tight bud; by the time
the baby birds hatched, the blossoms
had come and gone leaving only green
leaves on the old dogwood tree. One
morning | went out to feed the blue-

Photographs by Maibelle Dickey Hodgins
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birds and discovered that the male was
not on top of his house where he usual-
ly perched untii | put the corn bread
crumbs in the feeder. | waited, thinking
he might be in a nearby tree eating in-
sects, but he did not swoop down for
his faverite food as he was in the habit
of doing. Yes, our family of bluebirds
had gone without s0 much as giving us
a glimpse of the fledglings.

How lonely it was—even the roses
were hanging their heads, or so it
seemed. The White-breasted Nuthatch
came down the tree head first to get
some suet, but his antics did not
amuse me. The stunning female Sum-
mer Tanager, who never fails to please
me in her dark yellow plumage, brought
her handsome mate in his equally strik-
ing bright red plumage to the feeder for
some of the corn bread. This did pep
me up for a moment, but | was still
morose. | felt like my beautiful blue-
birds had let me down. How could they
leave their very own feeding station
complete with corn bread and other tid-
bits | had placed there for their enjoy-

ment?

Very early one day a short while
later, | awakened to find a delightful
surprise awaiting me in the feeder. Not
only was my glamorous bluebird back,
but he had a bonus with him-—-one of
the fledglings. Yes, he was feeding his
young offspring corn bread!

It wasn't long before | noticed
more activity around the nesting box,
and it was soon apparent that more
eggs had been laid. There was the male
on top of the house again, standing
guard, not leaving for a moment unless
to visit the bird bath or feeder, and al-
ways remembering to take some
crumbs to the little mate who was sit-
ting on the eggs. In fact, everything
really was ‘“coming up roses” in the
garden. John and | were happy. The
mockingbird? | thought you might ask
about him. Well, he had become in-
volved in more interesting occupa-
tions. After all, spring is courting time
formockingbirds, too! -]

190 Dalrymple Rd., N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30328

Neighbors

Barbara Hollister

They are back! My excitement was spilling over as | entered the house,
After having spent almost ten years in the desert of New Mexico, re-
turning to western North Carolina’s mountains and hills sprayed with dog-
wood seemed more inviting than ever. We decided to defy arthritis and give

this climate another chance.

We found a house to suit our needs. There were no neighbors close
enough to chat with over the fence (which | had hoped for). One day a lovely
couple decided to build next door. | was overjoyed.

They had been looking quite intensely for just the right site. When Mrs.
B. finally agreed to this one, Mr. B. seemed relieved, even jubilant.

We watched them build their home. They worked diligently together.
They had help with the exterior, but the interior they did themselves. Once

in a while they would share

a meal with us, but they liked to grab a bite

to eat on the lawn which we kept cut for them.

After the house was finished, Mrs. B. (who was expecting) spent quite
a bit of time indoors by the window, so | could chat with her through my
kitchen window. The little house may have been a wee bit hot for her, but

she never complained.

Mr. B. was very busy around the place, but he would often stop and
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give his wife a peck. We never heard them scuffle. They seemed to get
along beautifully. They were so neat. They had no garbage pickup, but Mr.
B. carried off the refuse reguiarly. No problem there.

They loved to sing and we loved to listen to them. To my ears it was
like angels’ music right out of heaven. Many a time they made my day, Their
favorite colors were the same as mine—shades of biue. Do these neigh-
bors sound too good to be trye?

They left us for the winter.

The other day when | returned from my daily walk, | noticed a familiar
flutter, | looked up and there they were. "Welcome home,” | shouted.

I LOVEMY BLUEBIRDS! |

Box 165
Dillsbore, NC 28725

Winter Food for Bluebirds

Joan Lane

| have read with interest all the
foods put out to attract bluebirds to
feeders. We have had great success
with “Magic Meal” or "Miracle Meal”
which was printed in Siafia a few years
ago. Since it is so successful, it is
worth mentioning again. My propor-
tions may be a bit different from the
one printed, but it works well.

1 2 |b. bag of yellow cornmeal
1 Ib. of all purpose flour
1 Ib.of lard

3 tbsp.cornoil

Melt lard and add other ingred-
ients. Stir until mixed. Let set and cut
into chunks for suet feeders or press
into wire grids.

Hang wunder baffle because
squirrels like the mix, too! We hang
ours from a suction cup at the window
or on a baffled post.

We also pick dogwood berries in
the fall and freeze them for the blue-
birds. We have 10-12 coming regularly
all winter. [ |

Phatograph by Joan Lane

Eastern Bluebirds and Carolina Chick-

10523 Walter Thompson Or. adees eating ‘‘Magic Meal” at Joan
Vienna, VA 22181 Lane’s feeders.
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Are Bluebirds Being Sold?

Lorna B. Beasley

My husband and | have been mem-
bers of NABS for several years, have
monitored a bluedird trail, and have in-
terested many people in Live Oak in
bluebird conservation. This includes
my husband’'s sister who lives about
one-half mile from us on the same
county read in a rural area of northern
Florida.

My sister-in-law has fallen in love
with her bluebirds and faithfully
watches her few boxes plus one gourd.
This year a pair nested in a gourd. We
had a rain siorm and the bottom fell
out of the gourd. At the time, the nest
contained five baby bluebirds. Her hus-
band found another gourd, cut a hole
in the front, and carefully moved the
entire nest with the five baby birds into
the new gourd. We watched and within
20 minutes the adults were back feed-
ing the young. This was another inci-
dent in which bluebirds didn’t seem to
mind human interference.

About a week later when the bahy
birds should have been about to
fledge, a tragedy occurred. In addition
to the family of five in the gourd, there
was also a family of four in a bluebird
box my husband had built for his sis-
ter. The side of the box opened on
hinges when a nail was removed from
the front panel.

When my sister-in-law went to
check the gourd and the box, they were
both empty. Not only were the baby
birds gone from the gourd, but there
was no sign of the nest; it was not on
the ground below the gourd. The nest
box was also empty—neither birds nor
nest remained. The only way the nest
and hirds could have been removed
was by someoOne removing the nail,
opening the door, and taking the nest
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and birds. If we had had a windstorm
it might have been possible for the
nest in the gourd to be destroyed, but
we had bad no storm. The next day we
were told that two young man had been
seen around the house, one of whom
was carrying a crowbar and the other a
stick. We were also told that it is well
known in our community that baby
bluebirds and baby cardinals are being
stolen and taken to Miami, Florida to
be sold.

Is anyone efse aware of similar in-
cidents? If it happened in our rural
area, it might be happening elsewhers.

Rt. 7, Box 3684
Live Cak, FL 32060

The possession and sale of native song-
birds is a federal crime. incidents should be
reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlite Serv-
ice, Division of Law Enforcement in your
region. Be sure alf other types of predation
are ruled out before making such a report.

NABS SLIDE SHOW

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
casselte narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the following ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20918-6295, Please allow a
month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.

Sialia, Autumn 1991



Florence Porter

Long-time bluebirder Florence Porter passed away in June 1931 in Cole-
rado. A charter member of the North American Bluebird Society, Florence was
the widow of the late William A. Porter. For many years, she and her husband
made their home in Potomac, Maryland. Florence had nesting boxes on their
property. One spring day she entered a neighborhood hardware store to pur-
chase another nest box. Advised by the clerk that the store did not carry them,
a voice behind her said, “I can give you a nest box. It's cut in my car.” Flerence
turned to find Larry Zeleny offering her the box. A bluebird friendship was
forged that lasted from that day on. Years later when she was widowed, Flor-
ence moved to Rossmoor Leisure World in Silver Spring, Maryland. There she
was the inspiring force in reactivating a bluebird trai! on the community golf
course. Fourtimes ayear Florence gathered a group of volunteers from Leisure
world ang arrived at NABS’ headquarters to “stuff” Sialia. She assumed this
responsibility early in the life of the publication. |t was one of God's numerous
blessings to me to have had Florence’s friendship during her NABS years. May
sherestinpeace.

—Mary D. Janetatos

Meade Flinn

Veteran biuebirder Meade Flinn of Alberta, Virginia, died July 15, 1991, in
his one hundredth year. Meade was a charter member of the society and was
known locally as “Mr. Bluebird.” On a journey to a NABS annual meeting,
Treasurer Chuck Dupree, Founder Larry Zeleny, and | made an unplanned stop
in Alperta to visit him. Although we did not have his address, it was easy to
find his house because everyone in the tiny Virginia town knew where “Mr.
Bluebird” lived. Meade was successful in monitoring his trails and in inspiring
others to become involved in bluebird conservation. Many were his letters to
the editors of local newspapers. He was also a constant benefactor of the
Society. Evenin his later years, Meade was an enthusiastic attendee at several
of NABS' annual meetings. Many thanks must go to grassroots efforts like his.
Because of committed individuals like Meade Flinn, bluebirds were able to
maintain their precarious population in some areas prior to the coordinated
continent-wide bluebird movement which NABS embodies. May God grant him
bluebirds of happiness in eternity!

—Mary D. Janetatos
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of 1ts membership  Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested 11 communicating their ideas
and actions concerning bluebird conser-
vation We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views 1 a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming!

Dear Editor:

One threat to bluebirds that
seems to be ignored in Siglia is the
young boy with an air rifie who shoots
birds. | found a dead male bluebird in a
slightly weeded area, killed by a pellet.
A Scarlet Tanager was found in the
same area. How much of this goes on?
Bluebird enthusiasts should always be
on the alert.

Joseph E. Suthren
306 Stanley St

Port Colborne, Cntario
Canada L3K 3A2

Dear Editor:

A friend brought me a smali metal
object and invited me to come and see
a mostunusual sight.

It seems he entered his shop a few
days ago to find the floor strewn with
these metal tabs that he was using to
secure counter tops to their frames.
Puzzled, he picked them up and drop-
ped them in a handy box. Next day they
were again on the floor. Several days
went by before he discovered that a
wren had sufficiently depleted the pile
of these items in a cutoff galton plastic
jug so that there was room for a nest. A
large double handful had been re-
moved. The nest that | examined in the
jug contains four or five eggs.

A certain amount of intelligence

beyond instinct would seem to have

been in operation—not toc far from the

sagacious action of the crow in the

fable who raised the water in the

pitcher by dropping pebbles into it, en-
abling him to quench his thirst.

Laurance Sawyer

Rt. 1 Bluebird Lane

Ringgold, GA 30738

Dear Editor;

Sialia readers may be interested
in knowing that a new society called
the Sumner Wild Bird Society was
organized in Gallatin, Tennessee in
January 1991. President Bill Wheeler
and Vice President Artice Martin are
both members of NABS. The first meet-
ing was a film about bluebirds and our
March meeting about another cavity
nester—owls.

Bill Wheeler
655 Chitwood Dr.
Lafayette, TN 37083

Dear Editor:

In response to a letter by William
F. Read in Bluebird Express 13(1):37, |
would like to know what evidence he
has that Texas bluebirders are killing
rat snakes using a special trap set up
around nest boxes.

There is a growing implication
that, in Texas, we are killing snakes.



This is an assumption by many people.
Some snakes do die in the Krueger
Snake Trap. While monitoring nest box
no. 37 in 1990, a rat snake had become
enmeshed. Vultures had torn it into
three pieces (vulture feathers were on
the ground). The snake was fresh and,
if he hadn’t been attacked by vultures,
he probably would have been alive
when | arrived. Qccasionally, | miss
seeing one and it will die in the net, but
the majority are cul |0ose and re-
leased. | do not want the implication
that we are killing snakes to persist.
Harry Krueger
Rt.2, Box OR28
Ore City, TX 75683

Dear Editor:

During 13930 my bluebird trail had
68 boxes, all with wren guards. The
wren guard was a small U-shaped 3/4
inch cedar board mounted upside-
down around the entrance hole. | do be-
lieve it helps keep out the House Wren.

The boxes were mounted on steel
fence posts either isolated or located
in a farm fence. They were mounted
from three to six feet above the ground.
The lower elevation fledged the most
bluebirds. The posts were painted with
a mixture of turpentine and axle grease
just below the box and on the fence
wires where needed. There were no ant
infestaticns.

| located half the boxes in native
pastures (bluestem) and the remainder
around farm fields. There were none
located along roads. Those lccated
near the fields fledged more bluebirds
than those in the pastures.

The boxes that | checked weekly
fledged more bluebirds than those |
checked less often.

James E. Fitzgerald
2910 SW Arvonia PI.
Topeka, KS 66614

Dear Editer:

I had a million ants in box no. 389
on Basian. Many boxes have paper
wasps and so | wear gloves in order to
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swat and Kill these insects. They stung

me in July of 1978 and | had to go for
help to a hospital. In my littie bucket, |

now carry an antidote called ANAKIT in

case of a bad sting. How do NABS

members deal with these unwanted
guests?

L.A.Smith

65 Sympatica, Apt. 408

Brantford, Ontario

Canhada, N3P 1M7

Dear Editor:

I enjoyed Wayne Davis' article,
“Foiling House Sparrows,” which ap-
peared in the Spring 1991 issue {13(2):
51-53). He concluded that House Spar-
rows were not interested in shallow
boxes made of plywood, mounted on
fence posts, and placed away from
buildings. He suggested that if you
have a bluebird box in your yard where
House Sparrows are a threat, you
should consider adding a shallow box
to the area, preferably one made of one
inch thick lumber.

| question the appropriateness of
ANY SHALLOW bluebird box where
starlings are present. While they are
unable to enter a box with a 1 1/2 inch
opening, they can push their heads in-
side and easily puncture the eggs, dis-
rupt the nest, and kill the brooding
mother. Since starlings are rapidly
moving into rural areas, why bother
building shallow bluebird boxes in
large numbers when these houses will
inevitably be obsolete?

Also, a friend of mine in West Vir-
ginia has told me that hornets can be
prevented from building their nests in-
side nesting boxes by lubricating the
ceiling with Vaseline® petroleum jelly.
The nests cannot adhere to the greasy
surface, and the insects will move else-
where. Locating the boxes far away
from streams and ditchlines will also
discourage wasps and hornets.

Ed Barnett
7 Donna Heights
Huntington, WV 25704
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

SWOOP! The flash of blue past my win-
dow signaled the male bluekird, father of
the second brood of five, landing on top of
his nest box. But what was exiting from the
box? TWO female bluebirds?? | rushed
downstairs and pushed open the sliding
doors to the patio and back yard. The soft
pre-warble twitters that greeted me indi-
cated a possible solution to the mystery:
first brood juveniles were involved in some
“helping” behavior. This very successful
bluebird season in my yard now has the
following score: five fledged (two still
accounted for), five young in box getting
plenty of attention from two adults, and at
least two juveniles. Will they grow up 1o be
SUPER BLUES? Stay tuned....

What | need now is the help of Melinda
Hefner, Harmony, NC, to identify and name
all these bluebirds. In mid April she wrote,
“| have gol a bluebird box. Two kluebirds
are making a nest in it. They have com-
pleted the nest. It's about time for them to
lay their first egg. | named the female bird
Swifty and the male bird Speedie.... | will be
thinking about what | want to name the
baby birds.” There was also a letter :sent to
NABS from five year old Robin Mark Soukup
of Gap Mills, VA, written with the assis-
tance of his grandfather, William Guijahr,
of Florence, IN. “My grandfather and | built
three nesting boxes and we pul them up on
a small farm. We both wanl to learn more
about bluebirds.”

Kindergarten teacher Virginla Carlson
of South Bend, WA, introduces her students
each year to bluebirds with my own long
time favorite, Bluebirds Seven by R. Bruce
Horsfall. The book was written in 1917 by
the naturalist/bird artist in collaboration
with his wife Carra E. Horsfall who wrote
the story text. It lay forgotten in the base-
ment of the Portland [OR] Audubon House
and was discovered in the course of a
clean-oult therg in 1978. The discovery co-
incided with an upsurge in interest and ef-
forts on behalf of Western Bluebirds in the
Willamelte Valley. The story and pictures
were published in 1978 by the Portland Aud-
ubon Sociely. | agree with Virginia Carlson
that this is an excellent way of presenting
the bluebird story to young children. (NABS
includes this lovely book and the accom-
panying coloring book in its cataleg, no.
401-402))

From Belle Mead, NJ, in the central
part of the state, Alfred Hadinger wrote
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from Orchard Road School, “We [ive in] a
slowly developing former farming commun-
ity that still has some excellent bluebird
habitat areas, especially around our school
complex. We now have a modest trail of
some 12 boxes, which | am in the process of
expanding. For Earth Day the last two
years, we have been constructing and in-
stalling the boxes with 4th-6th graders. This
year we have two nesting pairs, one of
which we observed with my two classes on
Earth Day.”

The summer 1991 1ssue of Countryside
magazine had a very fine article entitled,
““Rebirth of the Blues” by Chris Jerome.
Since il contained NABS’' address, we re-
ceived a nice volume of mail from readers
requesting our brochure, “Where Have All
the Bluebirds Gone?” Quoting the article,
Donna Klassen of Vanderhoof, British
Columbia, wrote “We nave lived here for 20
years and never noticed bluebirds until
three years ago, when a pair showed up at
our place locoking for a home. Thnlled be-
yond words, we quickly tacked a box up on
a shed and they accepted it! We watched
them raise two broods of young ones that
summer and also the next year.”

Another Countryside reader, Bette Hill-
man of Manassas, VA, wrote NABS, “After
telling my father that | had spolted blue-
birds in the woods behind my townhouse,
he built a house (to bluebird specifications,
of course} in the spring of '89 and just ten
days after hanging it on my fence, a pair
had moved in! One brood was raised that
year. Then last year a relative sent me a
copy of L. Zeleny’s bluebird bocok and it was
then | learned to clean out the house after
the brood leaves, and | walched with enjoy-
ment the raising of two broods that sum-
mer. The first broogd for this year has just
left the nest.”

Eleata Staley of Nashville, TN, also en-
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Joyed the article and said, "My husband and
| are blessed and fortunate enough to have
a golf membership at the wonderful Honors
Course in Oottewah, TN, just outside of
Chattanooga. The owners, Jack and Allce
Lupton, ware thoughtful enough and in their
consideration of Mother Nature bhave
placed bluebird boxes all over the course!
Blll and | go over on an average of every 5-6
weeks and | always see many Eastern Blue-
birds.... We also golf on Daufuskie Island,
SC, where we always spy bluebirds as well.
Thought that you would like to know of
these two havens for these lovely creaturas
of the skies.”

Take note, spouses “"widowed" by golf.
You might take up bluebirding as your
spouse traverses the greens! One success-
ful bluebird trail | know of locally here in the
Maryland area is at the Ressmcor Leisure
World golf course. Reactivated through the
late Florence Porter's inspiration (note
Florence’'s obituary elsewhere In this issue),
Myron Whitney now spearheads the blue-
bird conservation efforts, assisted by other
stalwart bluebirders: Royal Montgomery,
Harrlet Shaplro, and Lilllan Warfield. Some
of these resilient retirees are “double-dip-
pers.” They monitor the Leisure World blue-
bird trails and they volunteer at the NABS
oftice stuffing Sialia.

Bluebird trail monitoring turns up
many interesting things, among which is
the variety of native bird species which will
utilize nest boxes. When the species is Tree
Swallows, there is a common problem
noted: death of adults or young in the
boxes. Bill Slagle of Bruceton Mills, WV, re-
ported this recently: “To help eliminate this
problem [of trapped swallows], we have
sawed horizental grooves across the face
board every 3/4 in¢ch from 1 inch below the
entrance hole down to 2 inches from the
bottem, This allows the birds to hook their
toes into the slots enabling them to ¢limb
out.”

Another winged predator, the House
Sparrow, was blamed for the death of a
swallow by a bluebirder who had tried my
“flagpole” as a sparrow deterrent, but
found it didn't work. Probabily nothing
works 100% of the time against sparrows.
Anyway, it was Tina Sparrow of Barrie,
Ontario, who reported this, so you see, in
spite of everything, scme “sparrows” are
working to help bluebirds!

For a really effective way to address a
sparrow problem, d¢ as Cynthia Johnston
of Lebanon, PA did: build a Huber sparrow
trap and place it inside the NABS standard
4x4 inch box. Cynthia wrote that after she
did this, she get a bluebird nest with eggs in
it. [To receive the Huber trap plans, mail a

SASE with “Huber Trap Plans’ written on it.
There Is no charge for the plans.]

Janice B. Jones of Winston-Salem, NC,
reported that there were no sparrows in
Danbury, NC. She also wrote that "my hus-
oand, Bill, built me a large woodpecker box
and we placed it in the woods beside the
house. A pair of titmice are building in it!"
One correspongent wrote saying that
efforts 1o attract bluebirds to the yard had
succeeded and one pair of bluebirds de-
lighted the famiiy by staying “close to their
house all winter’ and nesting “when the
time came.” The source and name of the
correspondent were beth coincidental for
me: Mona Daugherty (my maiden name) ¢t
Chambersburg, PA (my native state).

Sometimes visits by members punc-
tuate life around the NABS cffice. This was
the case when Gorden Webber of Ontario
called and asked directions to headquart-
ers. He told me he was in town for a con-
vention, but | was not prepared for the sur-
prise | felt when, after he rang the door-
bell, he said to me, "Is this where I'm sup-
posed to stop?’ | looked behind him, and
his 4-wheel drive vehicle was labeled
"Metro Ambulance.” So that's the Kind of
convention he was attending! Shirley
Adams of Alton, IL, must know | enjoy a
chuckle as often as possible. She sent won-
derful snapshets of her baby bluebirds, tell-
ing how Lloyd Wilson of Godfrey, IL, had
introduced her to bluebird conservation. My
favorite photo was one posed, a la Laur-
ance Sawyer, with several feathered nest-
lings in a small ribboned and flowered
Easter basket.

Bluebird conservation gets into the
“good(?) neighbor” department now and
then. Lewis Cook of Gaisesville, NY, la-
mented: “Each of the past two years has
brought a pair of bluebirds which fledged a
family of four and then moved to a neigh-
bor's box and then raised a family there.
But | haven't seen a bluebird here this
year."

Then Howard C. Black of Kodak. TN,
sent his glowing account of the church
youth group assisting church members on
an Indian reservation selling the 50 blue-
bird nest boxes made by Howard for 310
each.

i guess C.L. Phillips of Carbondale, IL,
hopes everyone gets biuebirds in his neigh-
borhood. “We have been very interested in
the preservation of the bluebird for the past
eight years. We have eight houses on our
rural property which have been very produc-
tive each year. At Christmas time | build
houses for our neighbors in our area and



they report two to three hatchings per
year."

My home state, Pennsylvania, has, like
many other states, incorporated bluebird
conseryation into its Department of Envi-
ronmental Resources. In a recent letter
from Elva Miller, aide to Environmental In-
terpretive Technician, Audrey Wirick at
Laurel State Park, we learned that they
haye “established a 16 box kluebird trail
through PA State Parks Biuebird Trail Pro-
gram and will be expanding it this year.”

In Stanton, KY, Dr. Wayne Davis, form-
er NABS Education Committee member and
long time professor of biology at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, marshalled the re-
sources of the U.S. Forest Service and the
Buckley Hills Audubon Society in the spring
of 1991. Dr. Davis conducted a workshop
which was a first in that state and was
highly successful. Also repeorting from the
lecture circuit (NABS Speakers’ Bureau)
was Arne Fliflet of Aiken, SC, who gave a
presentation at the Academy for Lifelong
Learning, sponsored by the University of
South Carolina-Aiken, entitled “A Report
from Bluebird Country.” The talk promoted
bluebird conservation in the “bluebird
friendly" state of South Carolina.

Locally, Larry Zeleny and | conducted
a tour of the Beltsville, MD bluebird trail
which Larry himself (NABS’ founder) has in-
stalled and monitored for so many years at
the USDA Experimental Farm. Twenty-
seven persons, Including several Girl
Scouts and their leaders, car pooled around
the vast acreage and observed bluebirds in
all stages. Theilr appreciation and enthu-
siasm was stated well by Ken Lehnert of
Silver Spring, MD, who later sent NABS a

donation and wrote, “I thoroughly enjoyed
the bluebird tour on Saturday, June 1, 1991,
and thank you and Larry for an outstand-
ing job. | hope to he included in future
tours.”

Donna Finnestad of Marysville, British
Columbia, reported on a new group aiding
bluebird conservation. She said of the
Rocky Mountain Naturalists, “We had anin-
teresting, but frustrating first year cue tc a
snowstorm in June and cool wet weather
which turned into very hot summer. Public
interest has been wonderfully supportive.
We are presently giving classroom talks
and showing a bluebird video to elementary
school students. Later, we take them out on
a field trip.”

Coburn Britton of Lebanon, NJ, wrote
of three pairs of bluebirds nesting in his
“geriatric apple orchard.” After praising
Sialia, John S. McCall of Cleveland, TN,
claimed poetically “Bluebirds are truly one
of God's most beautiful creations. My spir-
its are lifted every time | see one!” But for
true jubilation over bluebirds which came
to nest at last, Robert C. Cypher’s |etter en-
abled me to close this column on high
hopes for all of you devoted bluebirders.
Robert wrote from Brewster, NY, last May:
“Hallelujah! After three years of waiting
and hoping and setting out three bluebird
houses we were accepted as homesite fora
fine young pair of bluebirds. We have al-
ways sighted ‘blues’ in very early spring
but only for a day or so as they paused for
a day or so before passing on through.
Peogle have told us we could never expect
bluebirds to nest on our property. It was not
open enough—we are in the middle of the
woods and have less than 1/4 acre of our
11/2 acres open. Hallelujah!” |

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuals who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure. We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or $75.00 per four issues, you can
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be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice), for §15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fledgiing Booster;
while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster.

All contributions are fax deductibie.
Mail your check toc NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20916~
6295.
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Environmental Education Specialist Jean Kling, Pennsylvania Bureau of State
Parks (left) presents the Bluebirder of the Year award to Dr. Andrew Choby for his
outstanding service to the Pennsylvania State Parks Bluebird Trails Program.
Dr. Choby has been a state park bluebird trail monitor for more than eight years.

Bald Eagle Park bluebird traii monitor
Cecil Hazlett (right) presents state park
bluebird trails volunteer hat to Sadie
Dorber, North American Bluebird
Society president.

(PRESIDENTIAL POINTS—Continued from
page 122)

boxes and had apparently eaten the
young birds. Though I'd never heard of
this happening, | never doubted Bob's
report. A few weeks ago, Rick Dunbar,
Superintendent of Oquaga Creek State
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Park, called to report that bears had
destroyed a few boxes on the trail at
the park. During the night, Rick’s dogs
were raising such a commotion that he
got dressed and took a ride through the
park. Two bears crossed the roacd and
ran toward the woods. The next morn-
ing the damage was evident. The metal
fence posts had been pushed over and
the boxes completely ripped apart.
Jessica, my first grandchild,
arrived on 4 May and, as many babies
do, she soon developed colic. On my
way to check boxes cne Saturday, |
stopped at the house to leave items
needed for the next day’s christening
luncheon. She had fussed all morning
and my daughter-in-law wasn’t getting
anything done toward the next day's
preparations. | offered to pick her up
on my return trip, but then said to my
daughter-in-law, “All the boxes are on
the road. Jessica quits crying when
she’s riding in the car. Why don’t | take
her along?” So, we packed up the
diaper bag—Jessica was “hitting the
trail for bluebirds” when only 6 weeks
old! &l
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Return of the Bluebird

He left his winter home, that sunny day,
“The time has come,” the warm breeze seemed to say
“Up, up, bluebird, soarup and into flight,

Your wings must rest but seldom, day or night.”
Beneath his feathered breast small stirrings urged him on,
Familiar old sensations that had gone,

Since last he left his little prairie home.

And so he flew due necrth, though not to understand
Whatinstinctdrew him like a magnet to this chilly land,
Andthough the wind blew cold, he faltered not,
But stayed on course, and finally reached the spot
Which he remembered, by a wind-swept field,

The acres would, perchance, small kernels yield
For sustenance, as snow still lay upon the land.

Then he espied the old and weather-beaten home
From which, last year, his family had all flown.
Sonow, tofind a mate, and once again,

The yearly cycle torepeat itself, as then.

His tired wings stretched in the warming sun,
The bluebird has returned, and spring has come. ©

—Hazel A. Bowie

Art Credits (BOOSTERS—Continued from inside back
cover}

Jon E. Boone: 122, 154

3 n 1
Suzanne Pennell: 128, 156 gffﬁfgbs"ﬁ(f?”“”' ﬁef{;whi‘tf
Richard L. Woodward: 136, 153 Myra E. Simpson Robert H. Willlams
JohnW. Skooglund Michael Owen Willson
Mrs. Susan L. Sloan Jeannie Wright

Margie & Martin Smith

Dr. Lester D. Stephens

Mr. & Mrs. G.J. Tankersley Nestling

Richard & Linda Taylor

Tetra Studios Janet Brueh!

Cheryl Smith Tolley Mrs. Cuddie E. Davidson, Jr.
Mary Trewartha Mrs. Robert T. Shone
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Lite Members

Lililan Lund Files

Mrs. Irena S. Frantz
Clark W. Hart

Charlotte Jernigan

Dr. Eugene |. Majerowlicz
Barbara L. Matiock
Katrina Renouf

John H. Rogers
Lawrence Zeleny

Mountein Bluebird

Elizabeth A. Hall
Robert C. Ray

Western Bluebird

Duncan Mills Restorations
Barbara Mcore
Dr. & Mrs. David S. Richmond

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Raymond L. Allison
David Alpert, M.D.

Mrs. A.G. Andrews
Martin J. Bambrick, Jr.
J. Barensfeld

USPA Don Beck

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Anna Bent

Gary Black, Jr.

Judy Bland

Alfred Boehly

Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Janet Brownell

Lylia Bryant

Mrs. G. Lioyd Bunting
Peggy Cavanaugh

Jane C, Chaplin

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Chase
Mary L. Contakos
Adrianne Ryder Cook
Mickey Dalton

Susan Davens

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Patricia N. Dubois
Haskell Duncan
Eastako Aluminum Co.
Dr. R.H. Ellinger

Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Douglas Flood

Mr. & Mrs. K.H. Freeman
Jack C. Garrisen

Melvin H. Gesink

GFWC Berwyn Woman's Club, Inc.

Pat Givens

George N. Grant

Mrs. Sally C, Hall

Miss Georgia Hariton
Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Vivian Harrell

Mrs. Kathryn Hawkins
L. Edward Haws, Jr.
Dana L. Heisey
Geneva Heskstt
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
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Mrs. William G. Jens
Donald E. Jesiek

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Deborah Jones

Pauline R, Kasserman
T.S. Kent, M.D.

Mrs. Charles Kopfer
Faye Kraus

Willlam R. Kunhl

Cathryn Kurtagh
Dorothy A. Lamoureux
Mr. & Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Joan Lane

Richard Leatherman
M.W. Lewis, lII

Aletha J. Lindstrom

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelett

Mr. Estel E. Ludlow
Dawn MacLaren

Kay MacNell

Mr. & Mrs. Buddy McDowell
Richard McGovern

Mrs. Betty Mcllwain
Bruce McNaughton
Wallace Martin

Barbara L. Matlock

Jane Matthews

Kim I. Mattox

Millstadli Home Extension
William & Susan Mitchell
Sam Myers

James B. Niederauer
David B. Oliver, Il

Janet B. O'Neal

Roger Peloquin

Mark & Jean Raabe
Sharon Rickard

Marvin & Mary Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Randall Rummel
Ernest R. Ruterman

Mr. Bleecker Staats

Mrs. Susan Stathes

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, lll
Martha R. Sullivan

Chris Thoma

Isabelle & Stan Thomas
Douglas Thomason
Henderson Tratlor

John Trott

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Turner
Pauia VanNatta

Lorraine D. Watkins
Nancy Weber

Diana Wege

Nancy L. Weiss

Mrs. Ethel Welis

Cleo J. Whaley

W.H.F. Ruritan Club
Robert D. Williams, M.D.
Kay Wiley

Barbara Wise

Suzanne Wybraniec
John & Gayle Wix

Fledgling

Mrs. Shirley Adams
Raymond L. Allison

Donald F. Anderson

John F. Anderson
Eugene A. Armstrong
Arrow Wiring Contractors
Joyce A. Asbury

The Backyard Naturalist
Jennifer Bettius

Dr. Robert F. Blacksiock, Jr.
Stan Blezinski

George Boos

J. Boyce

D.A. Bruan

Sarah S. Braunwell

Mrs. Dwight Colimus
C.R. Cook

Joyce & Joseph Coyne
Gloria J. Davis

Countess Patricia S. De Patra

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour
Ann Donaldson

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Francis M. Dorer
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Sustaining $30; Supporting
$50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100; Donor $250;
Life $500. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico
and $3 per year for other countries (Surface mail).
U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax de-
ductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295






