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Sialia means bluebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, siafia is the Latin-
ized, neuter plural version of the Greek word
sfalia, a noun meaning a “kind of bird.”
Since the Eastern Bluebird was the first
bluebird ciassified by Carclus Linnaeus
(1707-1778), he gave it the species name
sialis, though he placed it in the genus
Motacilia which is now reserved for the
wagtails. It was William Swainson (1789-
1855), who, in 1827, decided that the blue-
birds needed a genus of their own within
the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
the generic name Sialia which he simply
adapted from the species name sialis which
Linnaeus had used. Therefore, the scientific
name for the Eastern Bluebird is Siafia
slalis {pronounced see-ahl-ee-ah see'-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Mountain Bluebird, the two other species
within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
icana and Sialia currucoides (C00-roo-coy-
dees) respectively. Their species names are
descriptive of their locations. All three blue-
bird species are native only to the North
American continent, although each inhabits
different regions generally separated by the
Rocky Mountains and by altitudinai prefer-
ences.

While the adult birds all show differing
plumages, the young of all three species
lock remarkably alike, prominently display-
ing spotted breasts and large white eye
rings. This similarity in plumage was the
principal reason the Society chose the
juvenal bluebird forits logo. Since bluebirds
almost always choose to raise their young
in small enclosed cavities, a young bluebird
sitting near a nesting box seemed to sym-
bolize our mission. The hope of any species
resides in its young. Because of bluebird
nesting preferences, the survival of their
young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a
variety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme cof bluebird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring one
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme will remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.

Sialia is published quarterly by the North American Bluebird Society,
Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295. Subscription price is included in
annual membership dues. Single copies: $2.50. Write for information
about bulk quantities. Checks and money orders should be made payable
to North American Bluebird Society and should be in United States
funds. tssues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn and appear
approximately on the fifteenth of January, April, July and October
respectively. Deadline for submission of material is three months prior to
date of publication; dated items only, two months.
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Presidential Points

Sadie Dorber

Turquoise water, pink sand beaches
and pastel-colored houses snug-
gled among lush vegetation—this is
Bermuda.

Research Chairman Kevin Berner
and | were invited to speak at the An-
nual General Meeting of the Bermuda
Bluebird Society. Kevin, my husband
and | left New York on a crisp, cold
morning and arrived to 75 degree tem-
perature.

Angela Quterbridge met us at the
airport and whisked us to St. David’'s
Elementary School for the dedication
of the new addition to the school. The
students and teachers at St. David's
are very active in the bluebird move-
ment and Tommy Outerbridge still
plays a big role in keeping the enthus-
iasm high. The children have appar-
ently found a solution to House Spar-
row competition by using the fruit of
the calabash tree for nesting boxes.
The round, large fruit dries hard and
hollow, similar to our gourds,and is
hung from trees. Sparrows don't seem
to like them, which leaves thern free
for bluebirds.

The next day was spent checking
bluebird trails with Steven DeSilva. Be-
sides helping the bluebird, Steven also
has Barn Owl boxes.

That evening the three of us
attended the meeting of the Bermuda
Bluebird Society. The meeting, held at
Government House, was hosted by
Lady Langley, the Governor's wife. She
told me of her seven boxes and the en-
joyment she derives from the blue-
birds. Because sparrows are a serious
problem on the island, both Kevin and |
focused our talks on the control of
House Sparrows. We described the
success bluebirders have experienced
when they trap continuously.

No trip to Bermuda would be com-
plete without a visit to Nonsuch Is-
land. The island, located in Castle Har-
bour just off the eastern tip of Ber-
muda, is about 15 acres in size. Con-
servation Officer Dave Wingate, has
spent years restoring the plants and
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trees indigenous to Nonsuch. The is-
land now looks like Bermuda did many
years ago before urbanization took
over.

From Nonsuch the islands where
the endangered Bermuda Petrel (Ca-
how) breeds were visible. These islands
are the only place the Cahows nest—
the entire breeding population con-
sists of only 29 pairs. The small is-
lands are strictly off limits to anyone
except Dave Wingate. Even when Dave
visits the islands to check the Cahows’
burrows, he will never permit more
than two people at a time to accom-
pany him. The plant life is extremely
fragile and the Cahows won’t tolerate
much disturbance. Since the nests
needed to be checked, Dave wanted to
stop on the return trip. Getting from the
boat to the rocks was a little tricky, as
you have to judge the waves, then jump
to the sharp rocks. If you fall you'll
either fall into the water or cut your-
self on the coral rocks. Carefully, we
wound our way over rocks to reach the
only place that you could climb to the
top of the island. Dave talked me up
the first ledges that had to be climbed,
but the last one was the big one. When
I realized | had to get one leg up nearly
shoulder high with nothing to hold on
to, | said, “I can't do this, Dave.” His
reply of “Sure you can,” didn't do much
to convince me at all. Then | voiced my
concern, “If | do get up there, how will |
get down?” Dave again tried to reas-
sure me with “Everyone says that, but
it's easier to get down than to go up.”
After a few more of my “l can’t do this”
comments, Dave said, “Sadie, it's like
this. You're here. If you don't climb to

(Continued on page 103)
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Eastern Bluebirds Nest Over Water

Richard M. Tuttle

efore the 1982 nesting season, | mounted two bluebird nest boxes in an
ice skating pond in an effort to attract Tree Swallows (Tachycineta bi-

colon.

| knew that Tree Swallows had nested over water in Wood Duck (Aix
sponsa) nest boxes in Delaware County, Ohio, since 1968 (Tuttle 1987). Al-
though | had no intention of providing additional nest sites for Eastern
Bluebirds (Sialia sialis), since 1982, in addition to 55 Tree Swallow nests,
Eastern Bluebirds have nested 12 times in bluebird nest boxes mounted

above water,

Two Pond Trails

I mount boxes in ponds on two of
my bluebird trails. An ice skating pond
located in Delaware State Park (DSP) 5
miles (8 km) north of Delaware, Ohio
occupies 0.7 acre (0.3 ha) and has a
surface area of 0.5 acre (0.2 ha). Shal-
low by design, its water never reaches
higher than my knees. | placed the first
two nest boxes in the pond in 1982, one
more in 1983, and added the fourth box
the following year. A slot box was
paired 7 yards (6.4 m) from an original
pond box in 1988, bringing the total to
five. Two nest boxes, one 70 yards
(64 m) from the pond and another at
100 yards (81 m), were the two closest
alternatives to nesting over water.

The second pond is located on the
campus of the Methodist Theological
School of Ohio, also called Methesco,
4 miles (6.4 km) south of Delaware. The
Methesco campus is one of four prop-
erties included in a trail of 26 boxes.
The 2.2 acre (0.9 ha) pond is deep
enough to support populations of sev-
eral species of pan fishes and a healthy
population of frogs that keep things
hopping around the well manicured
bank. In 1985, | removed two boxes
from sites infested with House Wrens
(Triglodytes aedon) and relocated them
in the pond in an effort to attract swal-
lows. | relocated one box each suc-
ceeding season until five boxes have
been available to pond nesters since
1988. The closest alternative to nesting
over water was a pair of boxes 70 yards
{64 m) from the pond.
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Because both ponds are used for
ice skating, | must remove the boxes
and their mounting pipes early each
fall. | use a modified car jack to extract
some of the pipe mounts (the subject
for a future Sialia article). 1 reconstruct
the pond ftrails by 15 March. While
standing in water, | use a post pound-
er to drive 7 1/2 foot (2.3 m) length of
3/4 inch (1.9 cm) gas pipe into the pond
bottom until | can touch the pipe edge
with my nose. After the nest boxes are
bolted to their mounts, their entrance
holes are 1.8 yards (1.7 m) above the
pond bottom. Water depth varies and
box entrances average 48 inches (1.2 m)
above the DSP pond surface and 40
inches (1 m) above the water at Meth-
esco. | smear chassis grease, as thick
as cake frosting, on several feet of pipe
below each box in order to make each
raccocn proof.

| space pond boxes a minimum of
30 yards (27.3 m) apart to allow each
pair of swallows a 15 yard (13.7 m) rad-
ius to defend their nesting territory.
The small pond at DSP can accommo-
date one nest site in each corner. The
larger Methesco pond can accommo-
date a line of ten evenly spaced nest
boxes, paralleling its bank. Since |
have only five boxes to locate in the
pond, more than 30 yards is allotted
between sites.

| mount boxes at least 2-10 yards
(1.8-9.1 m) from shore for two reasons.
First, | want the boxes to be a safe dis-
tance from fishermen and the overly
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curious. Ponds attract people but none
has ever waded to a box. Swallows
nesting in ponds adjust guickly to fish-
ermen who sit patiently on the bank
waiting for bites. Fishermen are fre-
quently converted to bird watching
while watching the aerial acrobatics of
the resident Tree Swallows.

Second, lawn maintenance work-
ers love bluebird nest boxes mounted
above water—they don’t have to mow
and trim around them. A nest box
above water is safe from mower collis-
jons. Everyone is happy, including the
birds. Your welcome earns tenure any-
time that you plan a bluebird trail that
does not create problems for mainten-
ance personnel.

Two factors determine the direc-
tion to face the entrance hole. The en-
trance should avoid the hot sun while
providing nestlings a vista of the near-
est shore. Most of my pond hoxes face
east or north and are aimed parallel tc
the shore line. If a nestling can lean
forward from the entrance hole and
peer 1o its right and left, theoreticaily,
it can choose which directiontofly to a
perch; toward the shortest distance
over water or over the most water. |

The author wears chest waders as he

have no way of knowing if this works,
but | feel better when | provide fledg-
lings with a choice.

I monitor all my boxes every 5-7
days during the nesting season. | wear
hip waders when | monitor the park
pond during cool weather. In the sum-
mer, | look forward to wearing old
sneakers when | wade to the DSP
boxes—the pond water is refreshing. |
use chest waders to monitor the deep-
er Methesco pond, although the water
never reaches my waist.

Tree Swallows Nest Above Water

Both pond trails were successful
in achieving the original objective of
the project—Tree Swallows were pro-
duced (Table 1). During nine seasons,
swallows attempted to nest (laid at
least one egg) 55 times, were success-
ful (fledged at least one) 43 times
{78.2%). An assortment of typical blue-
bird trail events accounted for the 12
nest failures: House Sparrows (Passer
domesticus) and House Wrens com-
mitted two usurpations each; weather,
blowflies, human interference, and
flooding caused one nest failure each;
and reasons for four failures were un-

Pholographs by Richard M Tutlle

el ot
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des through élgae and water to cléan a

used bluebird nest from a nest box. Excellent bluebird habitat surrounds the pond
on the campus of the Methodist Theeclogical School of Ohio.



known. | do not know how many “aban-
doned' nests recorded in my data book
can be attributed to aerial snatches by
resident Cooper's Hawks (Accipitier
cooperif), but they have been seen
numerous times at both ponds testing
escape behaviors of the nesting swal-
lows.

Human interference occurred in
1989 when the pond was being drained
for an overhaul; someone shook the
box and left behind a trail of foot
prints, a greasy hand print on the box,
and six dead swallow nestlings. During
1890, a flash flood ravaged the Meth-
esco pond after 4 inches (10 cm) of rain
fell within several hours. Until that
fateful night, the water had risen only
several feet during the deepest floods,
never threatening box inhabitants.
Flash floods, on the other hand, sprout
as rampaging rivers from small
streams carrying debris and large
limbs in their expanding waters. Debris
plugged the concrete spillway and an
entire family of five, and five of seven
nestlings of another swallow family,
drowned. | thought that | had commit-
ted the boxes to a safe situation after
| had researched the flood history of
the pond. | hope that the latest chap-
ter of the pond's flood history remains
a fluke of nature, never to be repeated.

During the nine season history of
the pond boxes, Tree Swallows laid 304
eggs, hatched 249 (81.9%), fledged 192
(63.2%), with 77.1% of the nestlings
fledging. These values compare well to
a six year study of nesting swallows
in DSP (Tuttle 1987); Of 1761 eggs laid,
73.8% hatched, 62.2% fledged, with
84.3% of the nestlings fledging.

Eastern Bluebirds Nest Over Water

The first of 12 nestings of Eastern
Bluebirds above water occurred in 1983
when zall five eggs matured to fledge.
No bluebirds nested above water in
1984 and two nesting attempts, possib-
ly by the same pair, failed in 1985. One
nest was usurped by House Sparrows
on 2 July after the second bluebird
egg was laid. | used a Huber sparrow
trap (Huber 1982) to remove the spar-
rows permanently. Bluebirds renested
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in another skating pond box only to
have their first egg thrown out by a
House Wren on 19 July. The box was
within 20 yards (18.3 m) of brush which
allowed the wren easy access to the
nest box. Tree Swallow neighbors had
fledged all of their young from the
pond by 17 June, leaving it unguarded
by the otherwise diligent swallows who
normally chase pesky wrens from the
pond area (Tuttle 1990).

The 1985 experiences proved that
bluebirds nesting above water are not
immune from interspecific compe-
tition since their most common ene-
mies, House Sparrows and House
Wrens, also nest above water. Tra-
ditional management practices must
not be abandoned once boxes are
mounted in water.

In 1987, a family of four nestlings
died after a broad spectrum herbicide
was used to trim around the skating
pond parking lot. | hecame aware of its
application when strips of green vege-
tation started to turn brown. At that
time, | forecast the death of the nest-
lings at eight to ten days since fellow
Ohio bluebirder, Reid Caldwell, and |
had witnessed this phenomenon on
our trails before. Nestlings frequently
failed to achieve warm-bloodedness at
the proper stage of nestling develop-
ment if an herbicide was applied to
their parents' feeding grounds. The
DSP pond nestlings died at eight days,
as | had predicted.

Later that year, the park manags-
ment banned the use of all herbicide
trimmers after | presented data to
support probable cause and effect re-
lationships linking herbicide applica-
tions and nesting failures throughout
the park. | normally avoid herbicide
controversies since | believe that many
will be banned once their negative
effects on HUMAN health are docu-
mented. For now, | hope the recipe for
this chemical has been reformulated to
rob the Grim Reaper of another round-
up of bluebird nestlings.

The next bluebird failure took
place during the infamous drought of
1988. The drought alone should be rea-
son enough for three nestlings to die
on 8 July, but things are usually not so
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Table 1. The Numerical and Reproductive History of Two Bluebird Trails Located in
Water, Delaware County Ohio

Number Successful Nests: Number
Pond of Nest Attempts Fledged
Year Trails Boxes TRES* EABL"" TRES* EABL™"
1982 DSP 2 1:2 — 3 —
1983 DSP 3 3:3 i1 12 5
1984 DsSpP 4 2:3 — 10 —
1985 DSpP 4 3:5 0:2 16 0
Methesco 2 0:1 — 0 —
1986 DSpP 4 3.3 1:1 12 4
Methesco 3 1:1 — 6 —
1987 DsP 4 4:4 0:1 21 0
Methesco 4 2:4 1:1 11 4
1988 D8P 5 5:5 — 16 —
Methesco 5 2.2 1.2 12 3
1989 DSP 5 5:5 1:1 19 5
Methesco 5 7:8 — 33 —
1990 DSP 5 4:7 1 19 4
Methesco 5 1:2 1.2 2 3
Total 43:55 7:12 192 28
% of Nest Attempts That Succeeded 78.2% 58.3%

* TRES—Tree Swallow
** EABL—Eastern Bluebird

simple on the bluebird trail. The pond
at Methesco developed intc a godsend
for bluebirds during the drought. By
mid-June, the central Ohio landscape
had been baked during a summer of 43
days hotter ihan 90°F. (32°C), five
days hotter than 100°F. (38°C) (Tuttle
1989). By July, insects were absent to
very rare in fields and lawns, the nor-
mal feeding table for bluebirds. Water
from the Methesco pond scaked into
the bank, recharged the parched sail,
and supported a strip of green grass
ten or more feet (3 m) wide around the
pond. This green oasis supported pop-
ulations of invertebrates which be-
came food for the hirds, including two
families of bluebirds that were nesting
in pond boxes 67 yards (61 m) apart.
Only one day separated the initial egg
dates of the two clutches {17 and 18
June).

Two synchronized nests of biue-
birds only 67 yards apart would doom
one family during normal summers, let
alone a drought. The 1988 drought
caused a depletion of prey so that com-
petition increased between the blue-
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bird pairs. | was not surprised to find
a family of dead nestlings on 8 July.
(The other box fledged three after los-
ing one nestling which died at six
days.)

Another bluebird clutch was
evicted by sparrows during the first
week of May 1990. After | removed the
sparrows, the bluebirds nested suc-
cessfully.

Nesting above water affects
neither hatching nor nestling survival
rates. The seven bluebird families that
were successful had very respectabie
reproduction rates for their eggs (N =
31): 93.5% hatched, 90.3% fledged,
and 96.6% of the nestlings fledged. Re-
production rates for bluebirds and
swallows that have nested over water
show that water mounts pose no
unique problems such as overheating
from reflected light, etc.

Do bluebirds have a preference as
to when they use boxes mounted over
water? Three of the twelve clutches
were started between 17 April and 16
May, within the first egg laying period
in Ohio (Tuttle 1990). The remaining
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Nest box no. 8, mounted in the pond on the campus of the Methodist Theological
School of Ohic is the favorite pond box of the bluebirds; they have nested in it three
times in six years. The earth dam and cement spiliway can be seeninthe background.

nine clutches were started between 9
June and 4 July, within the second egg
laying period. | hesitate to ¢laim that
bluebirds use pond boxes for the
second nesting period 75% (9/12} of
the time because three nestings during
the second egg laying period were
most likely second attempts by pairs
that had failed earlier during the same
egg laying period. Such an explanation
reduces the sample size from 12 to 9;
therefore, we must wait for data from
future seasons to reveal the answer to
this question.

Conclusions and Discussion

The fact that bluebirds success-
fulty nest above water is the most im-
portant conclusion of this study. Blue-
bird conservationists have a new op-
tion when it comes to box placement;
they can mount nest boxes over water.
Mower collisions, vandalism and harm-
ful inspections by the curious, can be
avoided by placing nest boxes in water.
Only bodies of water with stable water
depths should be considered for a
pond trial; the histories of ponds
should be researched for floods before
boxes are committed. Keep in mind
that flash floods can erase all of your
precautionary efforts.

| installed pond boxes to attract
Tree Swallows and was pleased when
bluebirds nested. No nest usurpations
between biuebirds and swallows were
recorded during the nine year study of
pond boxes. This very important statis-
tic represents the close examination of
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67 nesting attempts, 55 by Tree Swal-
lows, and 12 by Eastern Bluebirds.
Whether or not your conservation
efforts are within the breeding range
of Tree Swallows, you can mount
boxes in water to attract bluebirds.
Traditional management technigques
must be practiced, however, since
most of the bluebirds’ problems, such
as House Sparrows, House Wrens, and
blowfly infestations, can also be found
in boxes above water. |
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QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

Because of wren competition | in-
stalled a second nesting box in my
yard about 60 feet from the first. To my
surprise, bluebirds nested in both dur-
ing the same period of time. | thought
they did not nest that close unless one
male had two females which was not
the case here.

Laurette Bentrewicz
Clinton, Connecticut

During the nesting season the
male bluebird seems to “‘stake out” a
piece of territory surrounding his and
his mate's chosen nesting site and will
not permit any other bluebirds to enter
this territory until after his family has
been raised. This system usually pre-
vents bluebirds from nesting closer
than about 100 yards from other nest-
ing bluebirds. The purpose of the sys-
tem is presumably to prevent unneces-
sary competition for the needed supply
of the preferred insects to feed the an-
ticipated nestlings.

Sometimes, however, two pairs of
bluebirds will nest much closer to-
gether than 100 yards, probably be-
cause of the location of suitable cavi-
ties or boxes for nesting. In such cases
the feeding territories defended by the
two male birds will extend in different
directions and wiil not overlap. If one
of the bluebirds wanders into the terri-
tory claimed by the other pair, it will
likely be challenged and driven out.

Territorial claims for nesting loca-
tions rarely occur between bluebirds
and other species. Bluebirds and Tree
Swallows, for example, will often nest
peacefully in nesting boxes only a few
feet apart since they do not compete
for the same food supply. The swal-
lows eat mostly flying insects taken on
the wing while bluebirds obtain most
of their food from the ground.
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Our neighbors told us that an in-
teresting nesting box improvement has
been used successfully in the St. Law-
rence River area of New York State. A
hole was cut in the top of a bluebird
box and screening installed. Do blue-
birds prefer a wet nest and does this
idea have any merit?

William D. Stemples
Binghamton, New York

Experiments were conducted sev-
eral years ago with open-top bluebird
nesting boxes similar to those men-
tioned in your letter. Initially there was
some evidence that, although blue-
birds accepted these boxes readily,
House Sparrows tended to dislike
them. Later work, however, indicated
that this advantage was very small or
nonexistent.

It is doubtful that bluebirds prefer
wet nests, although it is true that under
extremely arid conditions their eggs in
dry nests may lose enough moisture
during incubation to render them non-
viable. This, however, is rarely a seri-
ous problem.

Experience has shown that wet
bluebird nests are more likely than dry
nests to be infested with the larvae of
the bluebird parasitic blowfly (Proto-
calliphora sialia) which is often a seri-
ous pest. Another disadvantage of the
open-top box is that during periods of
very heavy rain they may become
flooded if the drainage holes become
clogged.

Generally, we do not recommend
open-top nesting boxes although they
may have some advantages under
some circumstances. |
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Avian Predation of Bluebird Nestlings

Myrna Pearman

In Sialia 13:22, Mr. Kent G. Hanert
noted, in Question Corner, that his son
had cbserved a crow or raven pulling
baby bluebirds from a nest box.

At our Mountain Bluebird sanc-
tuary, the Ellis Bird Farm, we have ex-
perienced a similar problem. Qur cul-
prits, Black-billed Magpies, also be-
long to the crow family and are one of
the most serious avian predators in Al-
berta.

During the 1988 breeding season,
one magpie learned how to pluck nest-
lings from a nest box. Within weeks
this behavior was learned by an un-
known number of other magpies and
the resulting predation of both Tree
Swallow and bluebird nestlings was
quite heavy.

Since magpies are so intelligent
and wary, direct observations of their
nest box raids were infrequent, al-
though several people saw them near
or on top of the nest boxes. Winnie
Ellis watched in horror one morning as
a magpie, balancing on the front latch
of a box, reached in and deftly plucked
out an entire clutch of newly-hatched
Tree Swallows—all within a matter of
minutes.

[t was soon obvious that the
boxes most heavily predated were the
shallow front-opening ones (Fig. 1) de-
signed and constructed by Charlie Ellis
(5.5 inches [14.0 cm] from bottom of en-
trance hole to floor. All of his boxes
had a front latch; some also had
perches. The magpies would either sit
on the perch or balance on the |atch
and reach into the entrance hole.

Although shallow boxes suffered
the most, some loss also occurred in
deeper boxes or when the nestlings
were nine days or older. This led us to
believe that the magpies would some-
times wait until the nestlings were
large enough to come up to the en-
trance hole for food. When the little
ones would get within reach, they
would be plucked out, carried off, and
eaten.

The breeding season was well un-
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Figure 1. Nest Box Design by Charlie
Ellis.

L

derway when we first recognized the
magpie problem, so the only feasible
option was to predator-proof the nest
boxes in the field. Since raccoons are
very rarein this area, none of our boxes
are equipped with predator guards.
After some discussion about the mer-
its of adding predator guards, we felt
that they, while effectively preventing
the magpies from accessing the
smaller nestlings, would not likely pre-
vent them from plucking older babies
out, especially those old enough to
reach up to or out of the entrance hole.

Qur magpie-proofing started with
the removal of both perches and front
latches. The latch was replaced by
drilling a hole through the side wall
into the front panel and inserting a
double-headed nail. We then took print-
ing press plates (thin aluminum sheets
available at most printers), cut them in-
to small rectangular pieces, and
stapled them on the fronts and lids of
the boxes. The front plate prevented
even the most dexterous magpie from
clinging to the face of the box, while
the roof plate made it impossible for
them to perch anywhere near the peak
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of the roof. This retrofitting success-
fully prevented any further predation,
and neither the bluebirds nor swal-
lows were discouraged from using
such space age-looking boxes.

In 1992, we plan to replace the
Ellis boxes with top-opening boxes
equipped with extra large lids. We are
confident that this should prevent a re-
peat of what turned out to be a frus-
trating and serious predation problem.
We just hope that the magpies don’t
learn a trick that at least one Swain-
son’s Hawk performed last summer on
another Alberta bluebird trail, that is
the art of capturing baby bluebirds mo-
ments after they fledge. The hawk sim-
ply waited on a fence post adjacent to
the nest box, then swooped down and
snatched each fledgling, in mid-air, as
it attempted to make its maiden voy-

pnotegraph by myrna Pearman

age to safety. [}

glollyszgigrgg Frein Lid, Sheet metal protection of bluebird nest
Lacombe, Alberta boxes used at Ellis Bird Farm to pre-
Canada TOC 180 vent Black-billed Magpie predation.

Cement Bluebird House

We have had wooden bluebird
houses up for a few years but have not
had much luck with them. We read
about cement block houses that some-
one used. Bluebirds have nested two
years in a row since we put up our
cement block condos. Last year we
had two broods: four the first time and
five the second. The photograph shows
one of the young birds looking out at
the big world.

A cement bluebird house is easy
to assemble. | use a treated pole for
support, a cement block with a 1 1/2
inch hole in the center, a leftover cedar
shake shingle for the floor and another
for the roof, and a brick to keep the roof
on, It is very easy to clean. Remove
brick, shingle, and cement block. It can
all be rinsed and reassembled for the : oo
next use.-William L. Lows, Jr, Rt. 1, 3 g Lo
Box 1580, Callahan, FL 32011. [ | :
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Verified Fourth Nesting by Pair of Eastern Bluebirds

Harry Krueger

Since 1981 | have been studying
nonmigratory Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia
sfalisyin the northeast Texas area. The
study site contains old fields, pastures
and forest edge. Sixty-five nest boxes
are located in this habitat in parts of
Marion, Harrison and Upshur counties.
Nest box no. 45, reported here is the
same nest box reported in Siafia 12:43-
45. This box is located at the east end
of a cow pasture in Marion County.

The following entries from my
field notes describe the sequence of
events during the breeding season of
1980. Several entries have been omitted
to simplify this report.

History of Nest Box No. 45

1. 14 April 1980—Adult male and fe-
male captured and cofor banded.
Male no. 55774 had been previously
banded with a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service aluminum band as a nest-
ling in nest box no. 47, 24 April 1989.
He was now in the After Hatch Year
(AHY) category. Female no. 55947
previously banded with a U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service aluminum band
as a nestling in nest box no. 33, 15
June 1989. She was now AHY.

First Clutch

This pair had four eggs, one hatch-
ed, three infertile eggs. One nest-
ling was banded and fledged suc-
cessfully,

2. 1June 1990—Same male no. 74 and
female no.-47 recaptured and iden-
tified.

Second Clutch

Five eggs laid, two hatched, three
infertile eggs. Two nestlings were
banded and fledged successfully.

3. 12 July 1990—Same male no. 74 and
female no. 47 recaptured and iden-
tified.

Third Clutch

Five eggs laid, one hatched, four in-
fertile eggs. One nestling was band-
ed and fledged successfully. Note:
third nest was built over second
nest.
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4. 22 August 1990—Same male no. 74
and female no. 47 recaptured and
identified.

Fourth Cluteh

Four eggs laid, four hatched, were
banded and fledged successfully.
Note: fourth nest was built over third
and second nests.

It is interesting to note that male
no. 74 was born in nest box no. 47
(which had been moved to a new loca-
tion in 1988) that was approximately 2
miles (3.2 km) southeast of nest box
no. 45. Generally, female birds disperse
farther from their birthplace than do
males before settling {(Welty, J.C. and
Baptista, L. 1988. The Life of Birds.
4th ed., Saunders College Pub., N.Y));
in this instance, however, the male had
moved farther from his birthplace than
the female, the opposite of studies
based on marked populations.

Another factor in the history of the
fourth nesting was that on 9 August
1980 a hired man used a brush hog
near nest box no. 45 for approximately
one hour. When he finished, | moni-
tored the four eggs and found that they
were barely warm. In spite of this dis-
turbance, all four eggs hatched.

The building of a new nest over a
previous nest probably hastened the
laying of each new clutch. The female
added only a small amount of nesting
material to complete each successive
nest, When there are only one or two
nestlings per hatch, they do not com-
press the nest very much, so it takes
very little nesting material to refurbish
a new nest.

History of Nestling Banding
from Fourth Nest

29 August 1990, the four nestlings
were 13 days old. At 7:00 a.m., | mon-
itored nest box no. 45 in order to band
the four nestlings. There was not
enough feather deveiopment to deter-
mine the sex of each nestling. The pri-
mary feathers were completely en-
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cased in the feather sheaths. By 7:00
p.m., 30 August 1980, the primary
feathers had emerged and it was easy
to identify two males and two females
—a matter of 36 hours from encased
feather to complete primary feather
development. The four nestlings were
then banded.

On 3 September 1990, the four
nestlings were still in the nest. They
were now 18 days cld. The female bird
was on a nearby utility wire rmaking
the usual vocalizations of concern.
These are the same scunds all adult
bluebirds make when [ am at the nest
box and nestlings are in the box.

4 September 1990, 7:30 a.m. Three
nestling remained in the nest, cne
nestling had already fledged. When

left the box. They were 19 days old
when they fledged. | removed the nest
and wire-brushed the interior walls.
The box was now ready for the 1991
season.

This is the first verified fourth
nesting on my trail in ten years. Dur-
ing the 1990 breeding season, | had
more nests built over existing nests
than in the previous nine years and
more third nestings by the same par-
ents (22), than ever before.

Rt. 2, Box OR28
Ore City, Texas 75683

Note: On 11 April 1991 | captured the
male and female bluebird in nest box
nc 45. It was the same pair described

monitoring at 5:30 p.m. all nestling had in the above article. |

NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
RESEARCH GRANTS

The North American Bluebird Society announces the ninth
annual grants-in-aid for ornithological research directed toward
North American cavity nesting species with emphasis on the
genus Sialia. Single or multiple awards may be made within the
following three categories:

Bluebird Research Grant—Available to student, professional or
individual researchers for a suitable research project focused on
any of the three species in the genus Sialia.

General Research Grant—Available to student, professional
and individual researchers for a suitable research project fo-
cused on a North American cavity nesting species.

Student Research Grant—Available to full time college or uni-
versity students for a suitable research project focused on a
North American cavity nesting species.

Further guidelines and application materials are available
upon request from Kevin L. Berner, Research Committee Chair-
man, State University of New York, Cobleskill, NY 12043. Com-
pleted applications must be received by 1 December 1991; decis-
ions will be announced by 15 January 1992.

FOURTEENTH
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
The 14th annual meeting of the North American Bluebird Society will be
held in Bermuda, October 11-13, 1991, at the Bermuda Biological Station
for Research, Inc. Reservation materials are enclosed with this issue.
The Bermuda Bluebird Society is the host.
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New PVC House Attracts Bluebirds,
Not Sparrows

Steven L. Gilbertson

Note: In the foliowing article, metric equivalents are given following the tirst menition only.

For several decades bluebirders have been experimenting with various box
designs to meet the established requisites for success. They want a box that is
attractive tc bluebirds, but which will prevent most kinds of predation and sparrow
usurpation. It must also mitigate the extremes of weather, yet be inexpensive, sim-
ple to erect, and easy to monitor. Minor alterations in design and mounting tech-
niques may still come, but two years of extensive field testing of a small PVC box
mounted on conduit and rebar have shown very promising results for Eastern Blue-
birds here in east-central Minnesota.

The body of the box is an 8 in. (20 ¢m) piece of 4 in. (10.1 cm) PVC pipe, provided
with a 1 1/2 in, {3.8 cm) entrance hole and two small vent holes. The ideal distance
from the bottom of the entrance hole to the floor is 4 1/2 in. {11.4 cm). The box is re-
moved by gentle squeezing of the top opposite the pins of the small brace under-
neath the 8 x 8 in. (20.3 cm) wooden roof. Bluebirds have fledged successfully from
27 of 67 of these boxes. Fifteen swallow broods and seven wren broods have also
been fledged. House Sparrows attracted to wood boxes have avoided all but two of
the 4 1/2 in. deep boxes. The sparrows did not make a second attempt when their
nest and first eggs were removed; they did not usurp boxes already occupied by
bluebirds. There were no nestling deaths in the extreme drought and heat in the
summer of 1989 nor in the continuous cold rains of May 1990.

| experimented with various depths between the bottom of the entrance hole
and the top of the floor and determined that for my trails, 4 1/2 inches was ideal. At 4
inches | had some wren sticks, only occasionally bluebirds, and no sparrows. At
4 1/2 inches wrens, Tree Swallows, chickadees and bluebirds all nested success-
fully, with sparrows trying only twice. Bluebirds seemed to like a 5 inch (12.6 cm)
depth also, but sparrows became more interested, and Tree Swallows, who were
weak in the early spring, before mid-May had trouble getting out. (They had no
trouble exiting the 4 1/2 inch depth at any time.) At more than 5 1/2 inches (13.9 cm)
sparrows became more of a problem, Tree Swallows were more likely to be trapped,
and bluebird use decreased.

Construction 1x8 cedar is around $4.50; an eight

foot piece of 1x4 cedar is under $2.00;
two eight-foot lengths of 1x2 are $1.00.
A 1/2 in. conduit clamp costs $0.50.
Some 1 1/4-2 in.(3.2-5.1 cm) sheet-rock
screws, 10d nails ang a small amount

Materials:

All materials are available at build-
ing or farm supply steres. A 10 foot

(3 m) length of 1/2 in. (1.3 cm) (i.d)
metal electrical conduit costs under
$2.00 here and provides three 3 ft. 4 in,
lengths of mounting top-posts; a 10
foot length of 1/2 in. {0.d.) concrete re-
inforcing bar (“rebar”) will provide
ground posts for two posts, and also
costs around $2.00. A 10 foot length of
4 in. solid thin-wall PVC pipe selling for
under $5.00 will make about 14 8-inch
boxes. An eight foot (2.4 m) piece of
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of brown oil stain round out the essen-
tials. Each box with mounts costs
about $3.00. Tools required are a drill
and bits, screwdriver, wood saw, hack-
saw, jigsaw, 1 1/2 in. hole saw, and a
hammer.

Body:

One end of the PVC section will be
bell-shaped (to allow one section to
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slip inside another). With a jigsaw and
fairly fine blade, make a straight 2 in.
(5.1 cm) cut off the larger end. With a
pencil and a tape measure, mark off 8
in. intervals on the remaining pipe. Use
the two inch piece to mark straight
cuts around the circumference for
each 8 in. piece. (If your edges are not
straight, some grinding or sanding may
be needed to keep the top of the body
flush with the roof and thus water re-
sistant. The rocf brace will prevent
moisture from entering the hack.) It will
probably be easier to drill the 1 1/2 in.
entrance holes at this time, 3/4 in.
(1.9 cm) below the tops {1 1/2 in. to cen-
ter of hole). The 3/8 in. {0.2 cm) vent
holes on either side 1 in. (2.5 cm) below
the roof (1-1/8 in (2.7 cm} to center of
hole) may be drilled now or later, PVC
drills and saws easily, but it must not
be forced or it will crack without warn-
ing.

Floor:

Recess the floor 1/4 in. {0.6 cm) up
from the bottom of the body, resulting
inad1/2in. depth from the bottom of
the entrance hole to the floor. Con-
struction adhesive PL200, or liquid
nails, will secure the floor, or it can ke
nailed or screwed from the sides.

Roof:

Cut an 8 in. piece of cedar 1x8, ac-
tually 3/4 in. x 7 1/2 in. (1.9 cm x 19.1
cm) cedar board, and a7 1/2 in. piece of
1x2 for the back brace. The brace is
flush with the back edge of the roof.
With the roof upside-down, push the
upside-down body over the roof center-
ing it against the roof brace. Drill a
7/64 in. (0.3 cm) hole through the brace
and body, enlarging the hody hole to
1/8 in. Hammer a 10d finish nail entire-
Iy through the brace plus 1/4 in. Bend
off the head end flush with the back of
the roof. A simple no-spin pin for the
front is made by snipping the head off
another 10d finishing nail. Bend this
end back nearly to itself and hammer
in from the top so that it comes
through 4 in. from roof brace. Clamp a
vice grip onto nail against roof under-
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side and hammer remainder of nail to-
ward rear until nearly parallel with the
roof. Snip off all but 1/4 in. Place body
on rear pin, squeeze and rest body
against front pin. Mark and drill 1/8 in.
hole in body front with house right side
up. Both pins will be slightly adjustable.

Painting:

| achieve a “birch” look by using
brown solid color oil stain applied spar-
ingly with a 1 1/2 in. trim paint brush,
applying gentle pressure as | turn the
body with one hand. As small brown
lines appear, the brush is moved to a
new area soO it doesn’t become too
dark. Coat inside liberally, as a natural
cavity is dark. (The bottom of the floor
can be painted or covered with the in-
door/outdoor carpet) Brown spray
paint can also be used, wiping off with
horizontal motions while wet. No
health hazards of any kind to nest-
lings or adults have been apparent
when the box was well dried prior to
use.

Mounting:

The combination of 1/2 in. rebar and
1/2 in. greased conduit pipe is an eco-
nomical and practical mount where no
previous posts exist. Cut the 10 ft con-
duit into thirds with a hacksaw. Flatten
one end for about two inches and drill
two 1/8 in. holes, the first 1/4 in. from
the end, the second 1 in. from the end
and use two 1 1/2 in. sheetrock screws
to attach to the roof and back brace.
The rebar is driven into the ground two
feet and the conduit shoved down over
the rebar and secured with a 1/2 in.
conduit connector. The bottom beolt of
the two supplied with the connector
should be replaced by one at least 1/2
in. long so as to secure it to the rebar.
The house will be about 5 1/2 ft above
the ground and will not turn.

If you wish to use an existing wood-
en post or fenceline instead of rebar,
the conduit should have 1/8 in. or
3/16 in. holes at the free end drilled
approximately six inches apart to
accept sheetrock screws or wire.
Screw the conduit to wood posts so
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the house is as high as reachable,
directly over the wood post. If using
steel T-posts along a fence line, gent-
ly wedge the fencing wire away from
the post, slip the conduit in, and wire it
through the holes with doubled 17-
gauge wire to the post to prevent turn-
ing. Deubled wire does not break read-
ily when twisted.

By itself, this house design is not re-
sistant to mammalian predation. In-
itially 1 felt that 1/2 in. conduit was
raccoon-proof. While it is a challenge
te them, they did on two occasions
manipulate it. One-half ounce of non-
fibered wheel-bearing grease should
be applied to the 3 or 4 in. conduit sec-
tion, no matter what the bottom mount
may be. There has been no raccoon or
cat predation with this procedure. One
advantage of conduit is that it can eas-
ily be bent slightly forward andior
down even after the box is mounted.
The total cost of box and mount should
be about $3.00. Obviously, it is ex-
tremely easy to move these boxes to
different locations.

Summary

The literature indicates that House
Sparrows are discouraged by shallow
boxes, restricted floor space, and
sometimes {ow houses, though low
boxes are definitely more predator-
prone. Zeleny (1983) found bluebirds
nested successfully in plastic jugs
though they had a distinct preference
for wooden boxes. House Sparrows, on
the other hand, seemed to find the jugs
unacceptable and did not interfere
with bluebirds that did use them, even
in  sparrow-infested areas. Kridler
(1988) experimented with six-inch and
four-inch PVC pipe with the floor-to-
hole distance 5in.t09in. {22.9 cm) and
found sparrows apparently disliked the
slick outside surface and small inner
dimensions. Theisinger (1984) found
that increased depth attracted more
House Sparrows, but by reducing the
depthin3 1/4x 3 1/4 in. (8.26 cm) boxes
the sparrows were discouraged. Baxter
(1982) found that shallow boxes re-
sulted in surprisingly successful blue-
bird production while discouraging
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Photograph shows method -of mounting
PVC house using a combination of
rebar and greased conduit pipe.

House Sparrows. He had no sparrow
problems with a depth of 3 1/2 in.
(8.9 cm) to 4 in. Tuttle and Caldwell
(1985) found that swaying of sign-
mounted nesting boxes was not a de-
terrent to successful bluebird nestings.

Two years of successful field trials
of a conduit-mounted 4 in, PVC house
with a 4 1/2 in. floor-to-hole depth,
seem 1o reinforce previous research
while presenting a new and relatively
inexpensive design. There is room for a
lot more experimenting on different
variations of this bluebird house. |
would appreciate other bluebird trail
operators trying this design and shar-
ing their opinions.
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Figure 1. Construction Diagram for PVC House.
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Pholograpn by Steven L. Gilbertson

Steve Gilbertson's PVC house with bluebird perched atop it.
The extericr has been finished to resemble birch.

3521 135th Lane N.W.
Andover, MN 55304
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My Tests of Raccoon Guards

Karl E. Curtis

The problem of raccoon predation
at nest boxes has been a concern of
mine for some time. Like many blue-
birders, | have used various devices to
deter raccoons without knowing their
effectiveness. |, personally, do not like
to rely on entrance hole guards as | be-
lieve that a raccoon climbing arcund
on a box may cause desertion. | do not
want raccoons on my boxes.

In July of 1990 | put cat food and
water in my back yard. In four days
raccoons were coming to it. | then put
up some bluebird boxes on pipes and
posts and put dog and cat food in
them. No attempt was made to make it
difficult for the raccoons to get the
food out of the boxes once they got up
to the boxes. | even raised the floors of
the boxes.

My goal was to condition the rac-
coons to take food from boxes. | would
then place guards on the pipes and
posts to see if the raccoons could
climb past the guards. | have long be-
lieved that a determined raccoon, con-
ditioned to raid boxes, can be a real
problem on a bluebird trail.

My volunteers for this experiment
were two males: one a very dark ani-
mal of medium size, the other a silver-
colored larger raccoon. | put an amber
light up so | could sit guietly by a
window and watch as they demon-
strated their skill at raiding boxes. |
watched these raccoons make visits
on 24 nights during a 46-day period
from 29 July through 12 September.
Evidence suggests that they came on
a total of 35 nights.

Not surprisingly, a box on a plain
cedar post was readily and easily
raided. | then placed a 5 inch (12.7 cm)
diameter X 24 inch {(61.0 cm) long gal-
vanized sheet metal pipe guard around
the cedar post just below the box. The
bottom of the guard was 32 inches
(81.3 cm) above the ground. Both rac-
coons climbed this easily by hugging
the sheet metal. The cedar post with a
7 inch (17.8 c¢m) diameter x 30 inch
(7.6 cm) long galvanized sheet metal
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pipe with the bottom of the sheet metal
26 inches (66.0 cm) above the ground
also was climbed with little difficulty.

The raccoons had little trouble
climbing to a box on a 1 1/2 inch (3.8
cm) outside diameter (0.d.) galvanized
water pipe (unguarded).

Another box was on a 3/4 inch
(1.8 cm) 0.d. galvanized water pipe (bot-
tom of the box 42 inches (106.7 cm)
above the ground). The raccoons
climbed this easily when unguarded.
After hanging a piece of black plastic
pipe 4 1/2 inch (11.4 cm) o.d. X 16 inch
(40.6 c¢m) long below this box, it was
raided only twice in several nights.

Another box was on a galvanized
steel fence post with the bottom of the
box 5 feet (1.5 m) above the ground. Un-
guarded, this box was infrequently
raided. When | hung a 6 inch (15.2 cm)
diameter X 24 inch (61.0 cm) long gal-
vanized sheet metal pipe (bottom end
of guard 33 inches (83.8 crn) above
ground) below the box, the raccoons
did not raid it again.

| had planned to do more testing.
In particular | wanted to watch a rac-
coon react to grease on a pipe. Un-
fortunately, the raccoons simply stop-
ped coming around 12 September,
prebably due to shifts in naturai food
sources.

It was very apparent that the rac-
coons most readily climbed wood.
Though they could and did climb
smooth metal pipes, they did so more
reluctantly and cautiously. The steel
post with a sheet metal pipe guard
seems 10 be raccoon-proof, although |
never saw a coon actually attempt to
climb it. The guard should be hung
loosely as raccoons dislike anything
that feels unstable when they attempt
to climb it. Although the plastic pipe
guard failed twice and cannot be
labeled 'coon-proof, it appears to offer
some deterrence. Without fail, the rac-
coons would go to the boxes offering

the least resistance. They would often-
(Continued on page 103)
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PLANTINGS FOR BLUEBIRDS
AND OTHER WILDLIFE

A Guide to Bluebird Plantings

Karen Blackburn

S ince all of the major food plants for bluebirds have been individually featured in
previous issues of Sialia, this issue marks the conclusion of the “Plantings for
Bluebirds” series. For the convenience of NABS members, | have compiled the fol-
lowing “Guide to Bluebird Plantings.” It is my hope that this chart will serve as a
quick and handy reference for those who wish to select plants to improve wiidlife
habitat. It should be noted, however, that this chart is intended only as a general
guide, and further reading is recommended prior to purchasing plants. Selections
of plantings should always be based on the plant’s specific cultural requirements
and whether or not local site conditions can meet these requirements.

In making selections, it is Important to bear in mind that VARIETY is the key to
attracting birds. A wildlife area will invite many more species if it includes a variety
of habitals such as open lawns or fields that merge into natural tangies of weeds
and vines, or an oasis of fruiting shrubs, bordering a wooded area. The goal should
be to achieve a layered effect with transitional areas of weeds, vines or shrubs be-
tween open lawns and woodlands. Variety should also be evident in the types of
plants that are used. Ideally, these should include a mix of deciduous and evergreen
trees and shrubs to provide food and shelter for birds and other wildlife. In develop-
ing a garden for wildlife, it is advisable to give attention to the fruiting periods of
plants s0 an etfort can be made to have a year-round supp!y of natural foods avail-
able 1o wiidlife. As has been noted many times in previous “Plantings” articles,
Eastern Bluebirds, which depend more heavily upon fruits than do the Mountain and
Western Bluebirds, may perish during the winter or early spring months if fruit is un-
available, Therefore, it is important, particularly in areas that receive snowfall, to
make available an abundance of plants which possess fruits that persist through
the winter months. Among the best plants for this purpose are sumacs, bayberries,
viburnums, and American Holly. Although some of these plants, like the sumacs, do
not necessarily provide “preferred” food for bluebirds, they, nevertheless, offer life-
sustaining food when little else is available.

Finally, when planning a wildlife area, thought should always be given to pre-
serving as many native plants as possible on the property. Even the much-maligned
Poison Ivy has its place in an out-of-the-way corner of the property, and, as men-
tioned in a previous article, there are many weeds, such as Pokeweed, that are well
worth cultivating for wildlife.

In closing this final ""Plantings' article, | would like to take this opportunity to
say that | have enjoyed serving NABS in this capacity over the years and have also
enjoyed "“‘meeting” so many members through the mail. Your comments and obser-
vations concerning the use of plants by wildlife remain welcome for the "Bird in the
Bush® column. I thank you for your interest in these columns and wish all of you
"Bluebirds of Happiness.”
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Key

* Non-native plant. All other plants listed are native to North America.

Fruing Period: S—Summer; F—Fall; W—Frults persist through winter.

Bluebird Use: P—Preferred Food; F—Fair Food; E—Emergeancy food used during late winter
or early spring. (Survival food when little else is available); N—MNasting

Habit: D—Deciduous; E—Evergreen; S—Shrub; T—Tree; ST—Can occur as either shrub or

treg; SW—Shrubby Weed; SV—Can occur as either shrub or vine: V—Vine

Height: Heights given are optimum height at maturity under bes! conditions. Following are

melric equivalents of heights listed in the chart: 11t (0.3 m), 3 1t (0.9 M), 5 1t (1.5 m), 7 f1 (2.1 m)
81{2.4 m), 101t (3.0 m), 12 f1 (3.7 m), 15 ft (4.6 m), 20 ft (6.1 m), 25 ft (7.6 m), 30 ft (9.9 my, 50 f1

(15.2 m), 70 ft (21.3 m), 100 ft (30.5 m).

Bolanical Name
Amelanchier lagvs

Ampelopsis cordata
Aralia spinosa

Aroma arbulifelia
Celaslrus scandens

Celtis occigentalis

Cornus alternifolia

Cornus amomum

Carnus florida

Cornus racemosa

Cornus stoloniiera

Elaeagnus angustifolia®

Elagagnus umoetlala®

Gaylussacia baccala

liex decidua

llex glabra
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Common Name
Smaoth Serviceberry

Hearlleal Ampelopsis
Devil's Walkingstick

Red Chokeberry
American Bittersweet

Common Hackoerry

Alternate-lgal Dogwood

Siiky Dogwood

Flowering Dogwood

Gray Dogwood

Red-osier Dogwood

Russian Qlive

Aulumn Dlive

Black Huckleberry

Deciduous Holly
Possumhaw

Inkberry

Fruit-

ing
Peniod

S

Fw

FW

Fw

SF

Fw

Blue-
bird
tse

F

FE

FE

Habit
ang
Hetght

DT 30

v
DST 15

DS 8
DV

0T 50°

DST 30"

BRRI

DT to 30

DS 10°

DS 15°

DsT 207

0s 15

DSy

DST 30

ES 107

Colg
Hardi-
ness
Zone

5

§

y

Comments

Many relaled species. Al
leas! 35 species of birds
use Amelanchier species
wilhin their ranges

Resembles grape vines.

Coarsely {exlured thorny
plant. Useful for natural
areas.

Prefers moist siles.

Spreads rapidly—may be
undesiradle on some sites
Qrnamenia vine Male and
female planis necessary.

Several relaled species are
also aftraclive to birds

(rnamental value. Toler-
ales sun gr shade. Fruits
used by al leasl 35 species
of birds

{rnamental valug Toler-
ales poorly drained soils

Crnamenlal value. Fruits
attract at least 40 species
of Dirds

Forms thickels Good
nesting and protective
Cover

Forms thickels Good nest-
ing and prolective cover

Droughl olerant. Widely
used in West and
Southwest.

Drought tolerant. May be
Invasive; check with
County Agent before
planting.

Usgful for sandy or rocky
acidic soils. Many related
species.

Native to southeastern
slales. Male and female
plants necessary.
Thicket-farming. Acidic
soll Male and female
plants necessary.
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Botanical Name

|lex opaca

|lex verticillata

Juniperus virginiana

Lomicera japenica®

Lonicera maackn™

Malus sp

Morus rubra

Myrica pensytvanica

Nyssa sylvalica

Parthenocigsus quinguelotia

Phoradendron serotinum

Phylolacca americana

Prunus virgimiana

Pyracantha ceccinea*

Comman Name

American Holly
Christmas Holly

Common Winterberry

Eastern Red Cedar

Japanese Honeysuckle

Rem Red Honeysuckle

Apples
Crabapples

Red Muloerry

Northern Bayberry

Black Tupelo

Virgima Greeper

Mistletoe

Pokeweed

Comron Chokecherry

Scarlet Firethorn
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Fruit-

ing
Period

Fw

Fw

Fw

Fw

SF

W

Blue-
oied
Use

PE

FE

PE

FE

FE

PE

PE

PE

Habrl
and
Height

ET 50

0S 15

ET 50

DS 12

08T

ot 70

os g

ov

Swie

DST 25

ES 100

Cold
Hardi-
ness
Zone

Varies
with
variely

ar

Commenis

One 0! best winler food
sources Male and female
plants necessary Prelers
maist shady sites

Prefers moist acidic soils
Male and female plants
NECcessary

Year-round proteclive
cover Nesting. Many
relaled species {'juni-
pers’ and “cedars’'}, all
of value 19 wildiife. Male
and female planis
necessary

Evergreen in South, tops
die back in North. Aggres-
sive-Invasive, capable of
smothering other desirable
vegetation

Good winter food source
for bluebirds

Great varialion among
varigties. Gheck suilability
for local conditions. Fruits
of many vaneties attract
birds Old trees with cavi-
lies provide desiranle
nesting for bluebirgs.

Fruits attract 40 species of
birgs Male and female
nlants usually required.
Relaled species also
altrachive 1o wildlife

Excellent for sandy sails,
coastal areas. Mate and
{erale planis required
Related species aiso attract
wildlife

Male and female plants
required Prefers moist
siles

Ornamental vine Drought
lolerant Altracts 40
species of birgs

A semi-paragitic plant
growing on trees, Male and
lemale plants separate
Aelated species also attract
wildlife

Perennial weed—dres back
to ground each winter
Altracts many species of
birds

Many relaled species
aftractive 10 wildlife. 50
species of birds use
Common Chokecherry

Deciduous in northern
zones. Ornamental plant
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Bolanical Name
Rhus glabra

Ribes americanum

Rosa carolina

Rosa multiflora™

Rubus allegheniensis

Sambucus canadensis

Sassafras aibidum

Smilax rolundilolia

Sorbus americana

Toxwcedendron radicans

Vaccinium corymbosum

Viburaum lgntago

Yiburaum Lrilobum

Vitis sp.
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Common Name
Smoolh Sumac

American 8lack Currant

Paslure Rose

Mulliflora Rose

American Blackberry

American Elder

Sassalras

Common Greenbrer

American Mountain-Ash

Poison vy

Highbush Blugberry

Nannyberry

Highbush Cranberry

Wild Grapes

Frait- Blue-
ing bird
Periog  Use
W FE
SF P
W FE
SFW FE
5 F
S P
SF P
W F
FW P
Fw F
5 P
W FE
W FE
F P

Habil
and
Height
DS 20

ps v

DS 12’

DS 12

DET 10’
1o 100"

oy

DT 30

DSy

DS 15

DST 30°

DS 12

v

Cold
Hardi-
ness
7one

varies
with
varisty

Comments
Thickal-torming Fruils
parsist through spring
Many related species, ail
very imporiani blyebird
survival food. Male and
lemaie plants usually
NECessary.

Hosl to disease (hal
threatens five-negdig
pines. Chack wilh County
Agent belore planting.
Related species alse attract
wildiile.

Many related species. Wild
roses good sourca of
winter [ood lor bluebirds.

Thickel-forming. Highly
Invasive. Check wilh
County Agent before planl-
Ing. Good source of winter
food for bluebirds

Thuckel-lorming. Many
relaled species which
logether appeal (0 over
150 specigs of birds and
mammals.

Thickel-forming. Fruils
atlracl 50 species of birds.
Related species aiso
attraclive 0 wildlife.

Thickets or individual
Irees. Male and [emale
planls usvally necessary

Aggressive, invasive
Tricket-lorming, thorny
ving offering good nasting,
proteclive cover. Many
relaled species.

Qrnamenial. Fruils pre-
lecred by many species ol
birds European Mounlain-
Ash (S. acupania) also
excellent food source

Suilabte only tor natural
areas. Fruits preterred by
many spacies of birds.

Requires acidic soil. Pre-
lerred lood for many
spacies of birds

Relaled species also atlracl
wildlife.

Rapid growth rate. Toler-
ates partial shade. Good
s0urce emargency food.

Tolerates parlial shade.
Grnamental. Good source
amergancy food. Many
relalag nalive species also
good winter food sources.

Wild grapss taken by 100
species of birds. Vines
prowide nast sites and
protective cover.
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The North American Bluebird Society has long recognized the necessity for bluebirders to
preserve and plant those fruiting trees and shrubs which will be most beneficial to bluebirds
for food, cover, and nesting. Beginning with the third issue of Sialia, Gecrge N. Grant initiated
the “Plantings for Bluebirds and Other Wildlife" series which he authored for two years. When
he was unable to continue the column, Karen Blackburn assumed responsibility for them.
With professionalism, dedication. and an attention to deadlines much appreciated by this
editor, she has contributed "Plantings' cofumns for almost a decade. This is a remarkable
record fora velunteer and NABS is enormously grateful for her strong commitment to bluebird
conservation.

Although her "Plantings’ columns have reached an end with this summary chart, fortun-
ately for Sialia readers, Karen will continue to write her *‘Bird in the Bush” column on an aper!-
odic basis. Since most of the material for these columns is based on experiences furnished
by readers, she encourages careful observations of biuebird use of fruit-bearing plants as wel/
as bluebird inferactions with other fruit-eating bird species. Please send your observalions to
Karen Blackburn, 4961 Dogwood Dr., Marianna, Fi. 32446—J.K. Solem ||

(PRESIDENTIAL POINTS—Continued from
page 82)

the top you'll never see the Cahows;
now do you want me to push?” | replied
with a weak “yes’ and the next thing |
knew | was on top where | could crawl
to an area where | could stand up and
walk. Walking across the island | con-
centrated on the prickly pear cactus,
since Dave kept warning me that the
thorns would go through my sneakers.

Dave has placed large concrete
caps over the nesting chambers so
that, by lifting them off carefully, he
can view the Cahow incubating the
single egq. The birds don't reach breed-
ing age until they’re eight years old, so
the work of restoring this species is a
very slow process. We both became
very excited and a little emotional
when three new nests were found.

As we started the walk back
across the island, | looked out at the
crashing waves and realized how high |
was and just how ¢lose the path ran to
the edge of the ¢liff. | once again con-
centrated on locking for prickly pear
cactus to take my eyes off the steep
drop. Also on my mind was the fact
that | had to get back down, but Dave
had been correct when he told me get-
ting down was easier than going up. |
still feel very fortunate to have been
able tc accompany Dave to this very
privale island and very proud that |
climbed to the top of that island.

Soon it was time for us to return to
the winter weather in New York, so the
next day we left for home. The plane
took off under sunny skies; as it
banked to turn toward the United

Volume 13, Number 3

States the entire outline of Bermuda,
surrounded by turquoise water and
coral reefs, was visible from the
window. ]
e e e e e ] T T,

(RACCOON GUARDS—Continued from
page 98)
times lock at a box and upon seeing a
guard on the post decide not to bother
with it.

Based on these tests, | would
recommend that a bluebird box be
mounted 5 feet above the ground on a
galvanized steel pipe or post with a
sheet metal guard hung loosely below
the box. Boxes should be several feet
from other structures so that raccoons
cannot ¢climb up and over to the box to
thwart the guard.

| hope readers find this informa-
tion helpful. | may try some more tests
in 1991 and report the results. |

68420 Coye Road
Jamesville, NY 13078

P 5= e T D s W g5 Rl sl WO V] M |
Historian’s Request

Please send newspaper and maga-
zine articles about bluebirds to Histor-
ian dane Willtams, Box 123, Ware Neck,
VA 23178. Be sure name and address of
publication, volume and date are in-
cluded. Photographs of members en-
gaged in publicizing bluebirds or those
documenting some unusual oOccur-
rence are also welcoeme. They will be
added to scrapbocks which are a per-
manent record of activity on behalf of
bluebirds ang other cavity nesters.
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Earth Day Project at Pike School Aids Bluebirds

Four students from the Pike School contacted Marc Koolen, a biology teacher at
Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts, who has a blusbird trail on the campus,
about an Earth Day project. They wanted to build bluebird nesting boxes to sell dur-
ing an Earth Day fair at Pike School. The students worked with Mr, Koolen several
weekends constructing boxes and sold 38 to parents, teachers, and friends. After
the fair they asked Mr. Koolen for the names of organizations to which they could
donate the money raised. He provided them with a list of five or six groups. It was
the unanimous and independent choice of the students to donate the entire $330.25
to the North American Bluebird Society.

Lillian Files, a past president of NABS, later presented Certificates of Apprecia-
tion to {front row, left to right) Dan Tracy, Weston Smith, Jackie Lemaitre, and
Michael Kim. Standing are Walter Morris, headmaster of Pike School; Lillian Files;
and Marc Koolen, biology teacher, Phillips Academy.
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A Father’s Day Tribute to a Bluebird!

Lillian Frankiin

Bluebirds are considered to have
an exemplary family life. Careful ob-
servations have shown that they appear
to have strong family ties and individ-
ual behavicral characteristics. Blue-
birds are wonderful parents, and the
male’s devotion to the youngsters fully
matches that of the female. | know of
one Eastern Bluebird who is an extra-
ordinary father—a ‘‘super dad”—and
this story is about him.

On Thursday, 3 May, | monitored
the nest boxes on my bluebird trail.
One box was special because it held
six babies that were 11 days old. When
I opened the box, my heart sank at the
sight and smell of two dead baby birds.
| thought the other four nestlings were
dead als¢, but | picked them up and ex-
amined them one by one. They were
weak and droopy-looking but alive!
There was no sign of the bluebird par-
ents in the area; judging from the con-
dition of the four survivors, | was cer-
tain they had been abandoned. It was
iate afternoon. | took the four nestlings
to the house, fed them twice, and
tucked them in for the night in an extra
bluebird box, one complete with a
human-made straw nest.

The next morning the four orphans
looked much better and were ready to
eat again. | was confident that | could
successfully raise the young bluebirds,
but what would happen to them when
they were old enough to fledge? Blue-
bird parents feed their youngsters sev-
eral days after fledging and teach them
the ways of the world. What | needed
was bluebird foster parents.

| searched my nest box records for
boxes contalning young near the same
age as the orphans. There was only
one such box, but it had five nestlings
that were 13 days oid—a completely
full house. My four large orphans could
use a whole nest box for themselves. |
had an ideal!

The bluebird nest box in our back
yard had a newly finished nest and was
ready for its first egg. The bluebird pair

visited the box every day. Would these
adults possibly adopt the orphans? It
was worth a try, especially since |
could keep a constant watch, Early Fri-
day morning, | placed the four little
bluebirds in the box with its clean, cup-
ped nest and then watched for the
arrival of the bluebird tenants from my
kitchen window.

The female bluebird came first.
She went to the nest box and looked in
the entrance hole—and just kept look-
ing. Finally, she hopped up on the lid,
hung her head over the edge and stared
down at the entrance hole unbeliev-
ingly. Soon her mate arrived. He also
locked inside the nest box for a long
time. One word can describe the male
bluebird’'s reaction: overjoyed! No mat-
ter that these were four large “instant”
babies. They were hungry. He immed-
iately dropped to the ground to catch
an insect, quickly returned to the box,
and fed the orphans. The female blue-
bird remained on top of the box and
watched as her mate scurried about
hunting for more insects. When he re-
turned to the box again with a full

mouth, he perched beside her on the
box top. The female did the most sur-
prising thing. She opened her mouth,
fluttered her wings and begged her
mate to feed HER the insect, and he
did!

Begging posture is typical of
immature birds around their parents.
The male often feeds the female during
courtship or when she is incubating.
This female biuehird’s begging behav-
ior seemed to be triggered by a stress-
ful situation. These large nestlings
were suddenly in possession of the
nest she'd built for a family of her own.
Her mate was thrilled with the instant
family; she ohviously was not.

The pair of bluebirds stayed near
the nest box all morning, the female
fluffing her feathers as if she were
cold. She was watchful, but inactive,
except to beg ner mate for food when



he came near. The male bluebirg
seemed so happy. He sang frequently
and kept up an excited conversation
while busily catching insects. Some-
times he fed his mate, at other times,
the four orphans. | had to leave the
house, and when | returned in the after-
noon, the female bluebird was gone. |
never saw her again.

The tireless male threw himself in-
to being a foster father to the orphans,
literally working from daylight to dark.,
One adult feeding four large nestlings
appeared to be a difficult task. He car-
ried away some of the droppings from
the nest box, but, in general, he fell be-
hind with housekeeping; however, he
still found the energy to be protective
of his adopted family. When a Blue Jay
perched on the nest box, the bluebird
furicusly dived at the jay until it left. On
another occasion, he attacked a Red-
bellied Woodpecker feeding several
feet from the nest box. | helped the
busy, single parent by putting burger-
type dog food on top of the nest box for
him and he ale it. He’d come to the box
and feed the young, then take a piece
of dog food in his mouth and fly away
with it, even eating on the go!

True to his nature, father bluebird
was on hand when his adopted young-
sters fledged at 17 days. As one young
bird flew from the box, “"dad’” came and
flew by its side. The next bird to leave
the box failed to reach a perch and set-
tled to the ground. | placed it on the
roof of a shed and later saw the male
feed the new fledgling there. | had com-
plete confidence that the four fledg-
lings would continue to receive the ut-
most in TLC from their foster father.

A perfect ending to this story
would have been that the bluebird pair
reached a reconciliation and renested
in our back yard box. That didn’t hap-
pen. He returned the last week in May
but with a different female. | was rea-
sonably sure that it was the same male
bluebird because he occupied his fav-
orite perch near the nest box and
immediately took an aggressive atti-
tude toward other birds in the yard. His
new mate was noticeably darker than
his first mate, especially in the throat
and breast area. She built a nest, laid
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four eggs, and started incubation on
10 June,

Having “super dad” ir the back
yard again caused me to reflec: on his
past behavior. How could he possibly
be any more attentive to his own off-
spring than to the four orphans that he
unhesitatingly accepted and raisad
single-handedly, taking care of them
with cheerful exuberance. This male
bluebird epitomized loving, devoted
fatherhood.

In an article by Lawrence Zeleny
published in the May/June 1989 issue
of Bird Watcher’'s Digest, he said: ""'We
are warned against ascribing human
attributes to ‘lower’ animals, particu-
larly to birds, which are presumed to
have a low order of intelligence and to
be guided only by bling instinct. Yet,
when we have the time and patience to
study intimately the lives of individual
wild creatures, we are often filleg with
wonder and may ask ourselves if we
are really as superior to all other crea-
tures as our conceit has led us to be-
lieve.” [ |

Route 1, Box 417
Hattieville, AR 72063

NABS SLIDE SHOW

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the following ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20916-6295. Please allow a
menth for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.

Sialia, Summer 1991



My First Experience with Bluebirds

Dorothy Hall

February 1990 was an unusually
warm month for socuthern Virginia. One
day while | was in the back yard enjoy-
ing the sunshine, | saw a bluebird sit-
ting on the basketball goal. | could not
believe my eyes. | ran into the house to
get my camera 50 f could show my hus-
band. | thought, “He won't believe
there really was a bluebird here.” | was
hoping that | hadn’t scared it off with
my camera.

Each day after that | watched for
it. I saw it again; in fact, | saw it several
times. Sometimes it would sit on a tree
at the edge of the woods, sometimes
on the basketball goal, and once it
came to the patio. Then one day | saw
two at the same time. | began to ask
questions and read books trying to find
out all that | could about bluebirds. |
couldn't remember studying about
them in school, and | knew very little
about them. The more | found out
about them, the more | fell in Iove with
them.

| read that they would start
searching for a place to nest in March.
“That's next month,” | thought. “I've

Volume 13, Number 3

got to get busy putiing up a house. |
would just love to have these beautiful
birds nest near by.” So | asked my
brother-in-law, who does a lot of wood-
working, to build me a bluebird house
out of cedar as quickly as he could.

* Then | sweet-talked my husband
into taking down the girls’ basketball
goal {they hardly ever usaed it anyway)
and putting up my bird house on that
particular post. It was right cutside my
kitchen window. | thought that wauld
be a perfect spot since | spend more
time in the kitchen than in any other
room. He hung up my bird house on
10 March. Every time that | passed that
window, | would look outside. The next
morning, 11 March, as | was getting
ready 1o leave for church, | looked out-
side one more time. This time there
was a male bluebird checking out the
new houses. | began to jump up and
down and holler. My daughter walked
in and asked, “Did you just win a mil-
lion dollars or something?” The rest of
my family came to the window to
waltch. In a few minutes, he came back
with a female bluebird and she also
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checked out the house. After a few
minutes of watching, | knew we had to
leave for church. (Was bird-watching a
good excuse for being late?) On this
day, | adopted them as my very own. |
would actually find myself talking to
them.

As soon as we got home from
church, i began watching for “my”
bluebirds again. | saw them often. In a
couple of days she hegan bringing
nesting material to the house. Then
there was a period of time when | didn’t
see much of her, so | assumed that she
was sitting on the eggs. Then one day |
saw both of them bring food, and |
knew that there had to be some babies
in there. Late one afternoon, | saw two
baby biuehirds at the edge of the yard,
the adults were close by. They rested
again, and the second time there were
three babhies. Even though this was

only a small number, | am glad that |
had a little part in their conservation.

| have since put up another blue-
bird house (cne that | can monitor), and
| would love to someday have my very
own bluebird trail. We operate a retail
nursery shop. | have purchased several
bluebird houses to sell and encourage
others to help the biuebirds in our area.
| also had some of my bird pictures en-
larged and hung them in the shop so
others could see the bluebirds’ beauty.

| still see “my"” bluebirds every
day, especially late in the evening. | try
1o take a few minutes every day to sit
on the porch and watch for them. |
hope thal my first experience with
bluebirds will be a lifelong one. They
have given me more enjoyment than
words can begin to describe. [ |

P.O.Box 48
Araral, VA 24053

Henry Van Natta built and gave away more than 80 bluebird nesting boxes last year
at Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co., Macon, Georgia, where he and his wife, Linda,
are employed. They are looking forward to continuing their campaign during 1991.
Employees, according to Linda, have “caught the bluebird fever.” Holding boxes
and brochures are (left to right) Bian Windham, Ken Parker,. Mike Leaptrot, and
Henry Van Natta.
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A Bluebird Saved

Joan Brown

It was a very exciting day in May
when | found five bluebird eggs in one
of my nest boxes. Several weeks
passed and the parents were feeding
their babies. Everything was going ac-
cording to nature’s plan when one
morning | noticed that a House Spar-
row was preventing the bluebird par-
ents from entering the nesting box. |
observed the events for about an hour
until the sparrow entered the box. | de-
cided then to check the babies. To my
horror, three of the babies had the
feathers on their heads and wings
pulled out or broken. | quickly removed
the babies and set up the manual spar-
row trap. It took two hours to catch the
wily male sparrow. | replaced the bab-
ies and became concerned when the
bluebird parents entered a neighboring
box and seemed to be totally fright-
ened away from the box with their nest-
lings. | placed a piece of paper in the
entrance of the neighboring box and
after a short time the parents reentered
their original box.

All went well till fledging time.
There were four nestlings in the box.
| assumed one had left before | opened
the box. | watched as each of the prev-
iously injured babies came to the en-
trance and fell to the ground, unable to
fly. Calling a wildlife rehabilitator left
me with no definite decision as to what
| should do. | placed them in a nearby
tree and watched helplessly as the par-
ents frantically tried to get the fledg-
lings to follow them. The babies fell to
the ground. | decided to retrieve them
and feed them till their flight feathers
grew back. Within 48 hours two had
died and the third, a female, stabilized
and adapted to eating moistened dry
dog food. | purchased a cage from a
pet store, but the metal sides only
caused more feather damage. | con-
tacted another wildlife rehabilitator
that had a flight cage, but she seemed
less than enthusiastic about taking my
bluebird. The rehabilitator did mention
that she had wooden cages with
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screening. She also recommended that
| start the bluebirds on mealworms and
crickets. | decided to use fiberglass
screening on the inside of the cage.
(Three years ago | raised three or-
phaned starlings in a cardboard box; |
believe this is less damaging to the
birds.) | hand fed the bluebird crickets
with their rear legs removed. | also
placed some in one of the cage's feed-
ing trays; each morning they were
gone. | continued the dog food as a
supplement.

The bluebird was placed in a large
cardboard box for the next 1 1/2
months. Each day crickets with their
rear legs removed were placed in a
feeding tray. Fresh water and moist-
ened dry dog food were also placed in
the box. On my days off | would take
her outside and exercise her wings.
Most times she would flutter from my
hand straight to the ground. Then on
30 August she flew about 100 feet, but
when | retrieved her she seemed ex-
hausted. | made a couple of calls to dif-
ferent wildlife rehabilitators and was
placed in contact with Paula. She had
a home among many acres of woods
and a large outdoor aviary. | delivered
my bluebird to her and got a tour of her
wildlife accommodations and instruc-
tions on wildlife rehahilitation. Paula’s
primary involvement was with crows,
but at this late time in the breeding
season none were being boarded. The
large aviary had a male bluebird and an
injured cowbird. Paula showsd me in-
dividual cages of wood and fiher glass
netting her husband had made. The
fiberglass netting could be replaced
when very soiled by stapling the net-
ting onto the wooden frames. The out-
side aviary was raccoon proof with
hardware cloth siding and wire fencing
under the dirt flocr. Her charges were
locked up every night in an enclosure
at the rear of the aviary.

Paula emphasized that inexperi-
enced people should not be trying to
rehabilitate wildlife; it should be done
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Photograph by Joan Brown

Paula’s aviary where the bluebird gained strength before her release.

by wildlife rehabilitators who are li-
censed to do it. Keeping in touch with
the wildlife rehabilitator undoubtedly
helped me be successful with my blue-
bird.

Paula’'s facilities were extremely
clean and her attitude was one of com-
plete involvement and commitment to
her work. She spoke of her losses with
much caring. My bluebird was released

10 days after her arrival. There is food
available and Paula's back yard con-
tains many seed bearing plants for the
birds. We both feel the bluebird has a
good chance for survival and will be
productive. ||

13137 Tuckaway Dr.
Herndon, VA 22071

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuals who have
made a financial commitment fo blue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure. We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or $75.00 per four issues, you can
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be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fledgling Booster;
while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check to NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20916-
6295.
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IMMATURE BLUEBIRD HELPS FEED NESTLINGS

T W

| have often read that immature bluebirds from the first hatching of a
season will assist their parents in feeding the babies of later broods. In the
20 or more years that | have been photographing bluebirds, I had never seen
this happening until 22 July 1990 when | was snapping bluebird pictures in
the yard of some friends near Sykesville, Maryland. All morning the female
(right) had been feeding the four babies generously, while the male sat on a
nearby branch fussing at my presence and not getting up the nerve to join
the female at the box. in the afternoon | was surprised by the appearance at
the box of a spotted bird with a blue tail (left). This bird returned frequently
fo help the female with her feeding chores.

—Hubert A, Brandenburg
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A Happy Ending

Patricia Ann Johnston

In July and August of 1988, two
orphaned Western Bluebirds were
raised to fledging stage by the Audu-
bon Wildlife Care Center in Portland,
Cregon (Siafia 13:28).

When it was time for their release,
Earl Gillis, director of the “Hubert
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project,”
asked me to release them on my trail
since [ had a nest that was very close
to fledging. The orphaned bluebirds, a
male and a female, had recently been
in the flight cages at the wildlife care
center, were abie to fly, and could for-
age for themselves.

| decided that the little bluebirds
should have something of a normal
fledging, s¢ | put them in a nest box
with a nest in it and plugged the hole.
My husband drove us up tc Chehalem
Mountain to the release site, Much to
my dismay, the bluebirds had already
fledged from the box that { was hoping
to release the orphans near.

My plan had been to place the box
containing the orphans on the fence
post next to the nesting birds. What a
dilemmal! It was already well into Aug-
ust. There were no other nesting blue-
birds in the area, so | had no alterna-
tive. | had to release the birds and hope
that they could make it.

| could hear bluekirds “churring”
inthe filbert orchard behind us, so | put
the nest box on a fence post and un-
plugged the hole. We stood back to
watch.

The young male immediately
jumped up t¢ the nest box hole, looked
out for a short time, and then flew
about 60 feet to a walnut tree. | was
pleasantly surprised to see him fly so
far on his maiden flight. The smaller
bird toock much longer to get up to the
nest hole, but finally she appeared.
She sat in the hole about 15 minutes
surveying the world before her and
churring back and forth with her
brother who was still in the walnut tree.
We could hear the other bluebirds
churring behind us in the filbert
orchard.
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Finally, the little female hopped
down onto the fence wire. Suddenly,
from out of nowhere, a pair of adult
bluebirds appeared and landed right
next to her, the maie on one side of her
and the female on the other. The adult
birds postured, throwing their breasts
forward and their heads back, with
their bills pointed straight up. | had
never seen this behavior before and
neither had the ycung bluebird! She
flew to the ground in a panic, followed
closely by the adults. The adults, for
their part, seemed thoroughly con-
fused. They flew back to the nest box,
looked it over carefully, flew back to the
young bird, then back to the nest box,
Icoked inside it, flew back to the young
bird, then back to the nest box, in-
specled it again, hopped up on top,
looked behind it.

Meanwhile, the four young of the
bluebird pair had flown to the other
released bluebird in the walnut tree.
Excitedly, he flew to the ground, fol-
lowed by the four young birds calling
and churring. Such fluttering and chirp-
ing and carrying on. Every bird in the
area joined in the excitement. Vioclet-
green Swallows and Chipping Sparrows
were swooping and calling excitedly.
The human spectators were also ex-
cited as they stood motionless to one
side observing it all.

This activity went on for about 15
minutes with the adult birds flying be-
tween the strange new box and the lit-
tle bluebird, and ali the young blue-
birds making the acquaintance of the
other stranger. Finally, the newly re-
leased birds flew off toward the filbert
orchard with all six of the other blue-
birds following as their escort. Soon
they were lost to our view. Remember
the old movies that ended with the hero
and heroine walking off, hand in hand,
into the sunset? That was the way this
little play ended.

The landowner reported that in the
weeks after the reiease, he saw eight

{Continued on page 119}
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Bermuda Bluebird Society’'s Annual Meeting

North American Bluebird Society President Sadie
Dorber and Research Chairman Kevin L. Berner
were invited to speak to the annual meeting of the
Bermuda Bluebird Society 28 February 1991,
Shown (left to right) are Tommy Outerbridge, Pres-
ident of the Bermuda Bluebird Society; Kevin
Berner; Lady Langley, wife of the Governor of
Bermuda; and Sadie Dorber. This organization will
host the fourteenth annual meeting of the North
American Bluebird Society, 11-13 October 1991.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of sts membership. Bluebwd FExpress
should become a forum for all who are
interested in communicating their ideas
and actions concerming bluebird conser-
vation. We will attemnpt 1o publish a wide
range of views in a respons:ble manner
Keep your letters coming’

Dear Editor:

In 1979 our family moved into the
country outside Laurel, Delaware.
About the same time we attended the
wildlife exhibition at Salisbury, Mary-
land. At this show | bought some pub-
lications on birds and found that they
contained the Zeleny bluebird box
which could be changed in size to
accommodate other species of birds. |
started with five boxes and now have
30 in about a two square mile area.
This year (1990) | was somewhat dis-
appointed since | had only three pairs
of bluebirds nest in the boxes. We have
some friends and family in Worcester
County, Maryland. They also report
fewer nesting pairs this year as
opposed to last year. They found quite
a few dead last year after the very cold
and snowy December we had.

Here is a report of the nestings in my
boxes, some of which were in boxes
that had been altered for different spe-
cies.

1 pr. Tufted Titmice, 4 fledged

4 prs. Carolina Chickadees, 4 to &
fledged by each

1 pr. Great Crested Flycatchers, 2
fledged

3 prs. Eastern Bluebirds, 13 fledged

5 prs. Tree Swallows, 21 fledged.

H. Craig Metz
Chris Ave., RFD 2
lLaurel, DE 19956

Dear Editor:
On 3 March 1991 | noticed a distur-

bance at the base of the bluebird box
that is located about 15 feet from the
side of our house. Two female blue-
birds were locked in “mortal”’ combat
on the ground in front of the box. Al-
ternately, ocne and then the other would
get the upper hand (or wing, or talon)
and press her adversary flat to the
ground with both wings spread out.
How long the battle had been going on
before | noticed it is anybody’s guess,
butitlasted ten minutes more. Perched
on the pox above the two combatants
was the male, cheering them on hy
flapping his wings vigorously. At one
point he landed on the ground nearby,
but he didn't dare join in. Finally, the
vanquished female flew off with the
victor in hot pursuit. Later the winner
was perched on top of the box while
the male flew back and forth, as if to
congratulate her on her victory. She
stayed there quite a while in order to
solidify her conquest.
Henry M. Ditman
2800 Sykesville Rd.
Westminster, MD 21157

Dear Editor:

It was with great interest that | read
Kevin Berner's results concerning the
testing of the “Bird Guardian’ com-
mercial predator guard (12:83-87, 123
128). Last year | placed the device with
tail guard on all boxes used for nesting
and, fortunately, bluebirds readily ac-
cepted the boxes. The device kept nest
predation down to zero on my trail
compared to the previous year when a
raccoon destroyed several nests.



| used one guard which did not have
a tail brace and this was not accepted
by any species of cavity nesting bird.

I am now monitoring a trail for a
local park district. If anyone is not
pleased with their guards with taii
braces, | will be most happy to accept
them and put them to good use.

Carel Daughrity
8551 Strimple Rd.
Cleves, OH 45002-9711

Dear Editor;

As a staff member looking for activ-
ities which can benefit Oregon State
University Research Forests’ wildlife
populations as well as local commun-
ity youths, | coordinated a nest box
project for Eagle Scout David Baldas-
sano and Troop 377 of Albany, Oregon,
and Elsie Eltzroth of Corvallis who
assisted in locating suitable sites for
those boxes within OSU's Peavy Arbor-
etum.

Many hours were spent constructing
superb housing for birds, but it took
persistence on the part of the young
men involved in the muddy installation
of posts and boxes. The scouls with
their “good nature” prevailed, and four
bluebird houses, ten wren houses and
two martin complexes were put in
place.

Deborah S. Messenger
Recreation & Education Assistant
Research Forests QOffice

Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR 97331-5711

Dear Editor:

Just wanted to let Sialia readers
know that the sixth Bluebird Festival
at the Dahlem Environmental Center in
Jackson, Michigan, 9-10 March 1991,
was a huge success. About 4,000 peo-
ple attended the festival. The local
newspaper, the Jackson Citizen
Patriot, noted the event.

Walter Berlet
1646 W. Kimmel Rd.
Jackson, M| 49201

Dear Editor:

Bluebirds play! Two boxes on my
two acres on Taylor's Island on the
Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay
raised 14 young in 1990. Seven feed
regularly on small balls of ground beef
chuck on a feeding station ten feet
from my kitchen window. On twe occa-
sions this winter, my wife observed
them flying acrobatically arcund and
above each other at the feeder for sev-
eral minutes, chit-chatting all the while
among themselves. They were not
feeding. The 14 young were fed on pea-
sized ground beef halls with a little
powdered oyster shell lime mixed in.

One morning | saw a large number of
blue birds flying toward our place but
dismissed them as Blue Jays. Later our
neighbor told my wife her shrubbery
had been covered with bluebirds. |
assume this was a migratory flock.

Bluebirds are numerous here. |
attribute this to countless holly trees. |
have interested three friends in this ac-
tivity. | know of one other person ten
miles distant who preovides this help to
these birds. The state of Maryland has
erected about 20 boxes around a 20
acre field where | know a flock resides.
| have 20 boxes on this island.

Stanley G. Thomas
P.O.Box 97
Taylor's Island, MD 21669

Dear Editor:

| had one box used by bluebirds out
of the 23 | have erected. All charts and
maps show that my area is about 100
miles south of the northern limit of the
Eastern Bluebird's original range. This
first nesting on my farm, therefore,
means that the bluebird has finally re-
turned to the entire territory which it
formerly occupied. This is the result of
the work done in constructing bird
boxes by all bluebird supporters in
eastern North America. | know | will be
seeing more and more bluebirds in my

houses in future years.
Albert Guilbault
P.O. Box 338
Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec
Canada J9X 5C3



Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

‘'Not if | have any say, you won't!" was
the reaction from Jerry Hartley, veteran
bluebirder of New Brockton, AL. Was he
speaking sternly to a House Sparrow trying
to usurp one of his bluebird nest boxes?
Was he speaking to a stray cat, a wander-
ing raccoon, or a slithering snake, each try-
ing to abscond with a clutch of bluebird
young? No, he was reacting to the news
that he had been selected by the NABS
Award Committee to receive a plaque at the
next annual mesting, October 11-13, 1991
in Bermuda. This would be in recognition of
the many vears Jerry has worked to main-
tain trails and promote bluebird conserva-
tion in his home area of Alabama. He and
iris had reported on their many activities at
the NABS annual meetings that they had
attended over the years. Jerry’s latest suc-
cess story involved his appearance on the
“Gene Ragan and Friends” television pro-
gram which airs on the tri-state channel for
Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. Years be-
fore, Jerry had given Gene two bluebird
nest boxes—which Gene promptly gave
away. Owning up to this defection, Gene
asked Jerry for more. He bought a dozen
which he dutifully placed in suitable habi-
tat. When he monitored them, he found a
large percentage had been used by blue-
birds and, you guessed it, folks, he fell in
love with our beautiful “blues”! (We can
identify with the feeling, right?)

I'll bet Mike and Kathy Queen of Falk-
ville, AL, felt the same way when they
wrote: “Last year we accepted stewardship
of one of our local Audubon chapter's blue-
bird trails. We received great pleasure in
rearing 54 birds from our 22 boxes. This
year we increased the number of boxes to
26 and, hopefully, next year will start a
sacond trail of our own, near home."

Ray and Lllllan Remus of Muskegon,
MI, recently began to carry the ball for
longtime bluebird activists Bob and Carol
LaPres, now of Twin Lake, Ml. “We are in
charge of monitoring a 97 box trail within
our large Muskegon Waste Water System.
The Bob LaPresses started it many years
ago, but have had to give it up for health
reasons. We are enjoying it very much since
we have more time now that we are retired
and sure are learning a lot about the many
cavity nesting birds. We just had our Blue-
bird Weekend at our state park where we
talked to many people interested in blue-
birds."

Another ¢ne bitten by the bluebird love-
bug was Mrs. Kevin Gallagher of Phillips-
burg, NJ, who said she was given the NABS
brochure, “Where Have All the Bluebirds
Gone?" as a Valentine's Day present. ‘|
have always loved bluebirds. One day we
found one in the middie of the road and
were actually able to hold it in our hands.
It was apparently disoriented. We placed it
on a log far off the road and it later flew
away. We only wish we'd had a camera for
a closeup picture. It was a very special ex-
perience.”

As you read this in sweltering summer,
bask in the cool thoughts expressed by
Margaret A. Dixon of Lawrence, KS: “This
winter when we were having 15° F or low-
er, we noticed bluebirds coming to our bird
bath (it has a warmer). At several times we
counted 20, and once there were 26 at one
time! Very thirsty—never did eat from our
feeders, but they let us know they had been
feeding on wild junipers in nearby fields. My
husband put a small plank in our stock
watering tank (which also has a heater) and
they watered some there as well.”

A long time relationship with bluebirds
was established by Freda M. Brooks of
Metamora, IL. *Just want to tell you we
have had bluebird houses out for 24 years.
We have lived here since 1968 and there
have been nine or ten baby birds raised
here every year. Some years there were
three batches of babies born. One year we
had 18 birds Just outside our door on the
clothesline. We love them. They are so
pretty. We have about 3 1/2 acres that we
mow. We also have raspberries, straw-
berries, and wild cherries so it is a good
place for bluebirds. But it was Don and
Marcy Hopfner of rural Metamora who got
her to Join the society. Marcy had a very
fine article about her bluebird activities
printed last winter In the Journa/ Star.
Veteran bluebirder Marle Olinger of Gales-
burg, IL, reported that, In addition to the
coverage given Marcy, she herself would be



featured in Country Woman.

The bluebird continues to spread hap-
piness as Robert L. Himmelberg of Glas-
gow, MO, reported. “I have built and given
to my family nearly a dozen bluehird houses
in the past three years since | retired. | have
seen more than a dozen families reared in
boxes | have put up myself. They are a beau-
tiful bird. My grandchildren have seen one
nest of the babies; that was a thrill.”

Senior involvement in bluebird conser-
vation is everywhere. James Kessler wanted
his father Willlam R. Kessler of Corning,
NY, enrolled in NABS. He wrote, “One of
his most prized activities since his retire-
ment a number of years ago has been his
bluebirds. His photographs and videotapes
(including placing a microphone inside
boxes) are wonderful.”

J.L. Kinney of Albany, GA, sends a
sparse note saying, “As information, we
have over 500 nest boxes in the Albany,
GA, area.”

Whole towns and cities become aware
of bluebirds as reported by several acti-
vists. In Dublin, OH, Darlene Sillick wrote,
“I've been invoived with bluebird trails
through the Metro Parks here and the park
system in Dublin. I've helped four boys earn
their Eagle award by having them help me
set up my 110 box trail system over three
years. | started with 15 boxes in the park
systermn my first year. Year two brought €8
boxes and enlargement to more parks here
and school properties. This year I'm adding
businesses and will stop at 110."

A.C. Loplnot of Litchfield, IL, related
that “A group of us are managing a city-
owned nature preserve which includes set-
ting up a bluebird house trail.”

Gerald M. Slager of Newtown, PA, is
ensuring bluebirds for his community. “The
community which | live in is called Country
Bend. The land was once part of Styer's
orchards. The apple trees are not sprayed
with insecticides. | built the bluebird boxes
from a booklet called ‘Bluebird Trails in
Pennsylvania State Parks’.”

And the Camp Fire groups continue
their vigilance for a banner bird, the blue-
bird. With help from Dave Talbot abd others,
the group (Sparkie Adventure Camp Fire
Group) completed the *'Save the Bluebirds”
project near Riverside, WA, by building, set-
ting out in suitable habitat, and monitoring
nest boxes. The report was sent to NABS by
Ann Sulllvan, of Omak, WA.

Is this a first? The Massachusetts
Bowhunters Association, Inc. reported
through Walter Ashley of Oak Bluffs, MA,
on their Eastern Bluebird project conducted
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at historic scenic Martha's Vineyard. They
report that “We can go any time now [to
Martha's Vineyard] and see bluebirds.
Sometimes we see as many as 15 or 20 on
one trip to visit the boxes in the morning.”

Do some peaple get “carried away” on
this bluebird “trip”? Tom Tait of Derwood,
MD, NABS' vice president, has a tire cover
on his 4 wheel drive Ford Bronco which has
the NABS lego imprinted on it. Ralph Green
of Pittsburgh, PA, sent a ghoto of the back
end of his VW bus. It reads “Blue Bird"!

But the marathon bluebirders are
Meade Flinn of Alberta, VA, and Larry
Zeleny of University Park, MD. Meade, at 99
years, shares with Larry the distinction of
being honored by the National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution
which separately awarded to each veteran
bluebirder their Conservation Medal. The
peripatetic Larry is turning up everywhere:
introducing Dr. Shirl Brunell (past NABS
board member and author of | Hear Blue-
birds) when she spoke at the Audubon
Naturalist Society in Chevy Chase, MD; act-
ing as “author in residence” at the Wild
Bird Stores in the Washington, D.C. area.
He also journeyed to Fort Bragg, NC, where
he spoke at the annual meeting of the North
Carolina Bluebird Society on April 12.

Larry had been nominated to receive
the D.A.R. Conservation Medal by NABS
volunteer Maxine Montgomery. At the meet-
ing of the local chapter on March 23, we
sang the national anthem and prayed in
thanksgiving for the victoricus conclusion
of hostilities in the Persian Gulf. It crossed
my mind that God's will for bluebirds can
be realized through leadership such as
Larry's, and through the rest of us who are
moved by the love of God's creatures, such
as the bluebird, getting involved in any way
we can. How are your bluebirds, dear
reader? |

(HAPPY ENDING—Continued from page
114)
bluebirds together. This could very well
be the two adult bluebirds plus their
four young and the two orphaned birds.
The landowner also reported that he
frequently saw a bluebird sit on the
nest box from which we released the
two youngsters.

My husband and | felt reallv priv-
ileged to have witnessed this little
drama. a

7717 S.W. 50th Ave.
Portland, OR 97219
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They Called Him “Mister Bluebird”
inmemory of Jack Woodworth,

who cared for bluebirds in central Montana.

They called him “Mr. Bluebird,”
He really was their friend;
Without all his work and love
Their lives would surely end.

Up went his sleeves when

He saw their sad plight;

In many hills and broad fields
He began his fight,

He built houses by the hundreds
And started his bluebird trail;
With work and dedication

His efforts could not fail.

He excited all his friends

And they became involved,

With love and work and caring
Bluebird problems have been solved.

The mountains once more have bluebirds,

They come back every spring.
Their chirps and vivid color
Brighten everything.

The hills echo back their chirping
With a little sadness, too.

The bluebirds all are saying,
“Jack, we do miss you.”

—Mickey Sorensen

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 82, 116
Suzanne Pennell: 88,118

cover)

Nestling Booster

Marjorie Bediord
Herman Bressler
Mrs. Rena H. Bishop
Mrs. Sara 5. Capps
Joseph Corba

Arne T. Fliflett
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Life Members

Mrs. irene S. Frantz
Clark W. Hart
Charlotte Jernlgan
Barbara L. Matlock
Katrina Rencuf
Jehn H. Rogers
Lawrence Zelany

Eastern Bluebird
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Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
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Louis J. Appell, i}l

Kay Asaki

Sonius Manus Austin
Mrs. Henry N. Barkhausen
J.E. Barrett

Andrew P. Beasley
James L. Beers

Anne Bent

Mrs. Thomas Bomar
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Or. Robert J. Bradley

Dr. and Mrs. Juan A. Brown
Lylia Bryant

Carol J. Canning
Adrianne Rycer Cook
Fay M. Cox

Katherine Cravens
Susan Davens

G. Dunn Davis

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Alexander F. Draper
Francis N. Dubois
Haskell Duncan

Eastako Aluminum Co.
Harry Eichbaum

Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Corothy M. Evans
William & Pauline Everetl
Mrs. Betty G. Fisher
Marion Frank

Franklin Garden Club
Julia D. Gallagher

Bill Garros

Caro! Ghebelian

Pat Givens

Dr. & Mrs. H.J. Gowaly
George N. Grant

T.E. Gurley

Sam Hill

Mrs. Lewis B. Harder

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Andrew J. Hartley

Miss Georgia Hariton

L. Edward Haws, Jr.
DanalL. Heisey

Benjamin Hoff

Ralph H. Hoss

Bob Hurst

Karen Huss

Barbara R. Irwin

Kenneth W. Jacchbs, Jr.
Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Pauline R. Kasserman
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Robert M. Milcik
Milistadt Home Extension
Susan C. Monleith

David B. Oliver, |1

Marlha & Lou Pacilio
Cyndy & Ervine Oney
Mark & Jean Raabe

Dori Selene Rockefeller
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY isanincorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Sustaining $30; Supporting
$50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100; Donor $250;
Life $500. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico
and $3 per year for other countries (Surface mail).
U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax de-
ductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295



