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BLUEBIRD SAND PAINTING
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WORD SEARCH
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FIND WORDS FROM WORD SEARCH LIST--UP, DOWN, FORWARD, BACKWARD, DIAGONALLY!
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WORD SEARCH LIST

BERRIES
BIRD
BLUEBIRD
BROOD
CAVITY NESTER
CHICKADEE
CONSERVATION
EASTERN
EGGS
ELDERBERRY
FEEDER
FLEDGLING
FOOD
GRASSHOPPER
HABITAT
HOLLY
HOUSE SPARROW
INCUBATION
INSECT
INSECTICIDES
MIGRATION
MONITORING
MOUNTAIN
NEST
NESTING BOX
POPULATION
PREDATOR
RACCOON
SNAKE
SPECIES
SQUIRREL
STARLING
SWALLOW
TRAIL
WESTERN
WOODPECKER
WREN
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ANSWERS TO WORD SEARCH
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FIND WORDS FROM WORD SEARCH LIST--UP, DOWN, FORWARD, BACKWARD, DIAGONALLY!
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GAME ONE: MUSICAL NESTING BOXES

Purpose

This activity teaches participants about the rela-
tionship between nesting sites and the population
levels of cavity nesters. This is done by playing a
modified version of musical chairs in which each
chair is symbolic of a nesting site and the students
serve as the natural competitors for these nesting
spots.

Organization

Who: Class or group of 10 or more.
Where: Inside.

When: Any time of year.

Time: Approximately one hour.

Materials:

A set of chairs equal to half the number of par-
ticipants.

A set of 3x5 cards equal to two and a half times
the number of participants.

A data sheet or chalk board for logging popula-
tion counts.

A record or tape player.

Preparation Example
For a class of 20, 10 chairs and 50 3x5 cards
should be obtained.

The chairs serve as nesting sites and can be set up
in a group like musical chairs. Some space be-
tween the chairs is recommended.

Divide the cards into two groups of 20 and one of
10. Print the following information on the 3x5
cards as outlined below:

First group of 20

....0On 10 (or half of the cards) print SAFE NEST
....On 10 (or half of the cards) print UNSAFE
NEST

Second group of 20

....On 10 (or half of the cards) print BLUEBIRD
....On 10 (or half of the cards) print a random
choice of competitors: SNAKE, RACCOON,
STARLING, or SPARROW.

Third group of 10

....On all of the cards print SAFE NEST

The exact number of cards and chairs will vary
according to the actual size of the group.

Directions

1. Before playing the game lead the group in a
discussion of bluebirds and other cavity nest-
ers. Emphasize how the loss of places to nest
and competition from other birds and preda-
tors has caused a decline in the number of
bluebirds. Also explain how some places are
safer for bluebirds to nest than others, includ-
ing specially designed bird boxes made by
people. Make sure the students understand
that other animals compete with bluebirds
and that some places protect bluebirds from
these animals and others do not. The level of
this discussion should be determined by the
age of the group.

2. To start the game, ask someone to shuffle the
nest cards and lay one face down on each
chair. No one should look at the cards.

3. Next, someone should shuffle the second
group of cards and give one to each partici-
pant. The students can look at his/her cards.

4. Each complete round of this activity can be
treated like a year. It is now springtime and
each player who received a BLUEBIRD card
should seek a place to nest. If available, play
some springlike music during this time. Tell
the participants to play their parts, flapping
wings, etc. When the music stops, each
BLUEBIRD should select the nest closest to
it. At first there should be a nest for each
bird. BLUEBIRDS should not look at the
card on the chairs.

5. After the BLUEBIRDS have found a nest, the
COMPETITORS, those who received a card
other than BLUEBIRD, should begin to
prowl. Again, suggest that everyone plays his
part. Snakes should slither, birds circle, rac-
coons creep. Play some menacing music at
this time, if available. When the music stops,
the COMPETITORS should choose the nest
closest to each of them.
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GAME ONE: MUSICAL NESTING BOXES (continued)

6. At this time the players should look at what is

written on the card in the nest. If it is a SAFE
NEST then the BLUEBIRD gets to stay. 1f it
is an UNSAFE NEST the competitor gets the
chair.

. Play the game one or two more rounds, shuf-
fling and replacing the nest cards each time.
Also redeal the second deck, so players can
get an opportunity to be different characters.
At the end of each round, total the number of
BLUEBIRDS and SAFE NESTS. These num-
bers can be written on a chalk board for
everyone to see. The players should quickly
notice that when there are more safe places to
nest, more bluebirds survive.

. Now you can show the effects of habitat de-
struction by beginning to remove chairs be-
tween each round. With large groups, more
than one chair can be removed between
rounds to save time. As with musical chairs,
those bluebirds that do not find a nest when
the music stops are out of that round. Reduc-
ing the number of chairs will begin to reduce
the number of safe nests and the number of
BLUEBIRDS that survive each round. Play
enough rounds to reduce the number of chairs
to a point where no, or almost no, BLUE-
BIRDS survive. Explain that this is the situa-
tion in many areas.

IMPORTANT: For every chair removed
after the first round, remove one competitor
card and one bluebird card from the second
deck before shuffling and dealing. This will
keep the number of each group at one greater
than the available nests/chairs. Make sure,
those players left out for one round get a card
the next time to keep everyone involved.

. Now demonstrate how people can help with a

bluebird trail. Replace all the chairs and take
the third group of cards with SAFE NEST
written on each. Have someone place the
cards on each chair without looking at them.
Play the game one more time with everyone.
At the end of this round, the COMPETITORS
will get a surprise when every nest turns out to
be safe and all the bluebirds survive.
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GAME TWO: ANSWERS FIRST,
QUESTIONS AFTERWARDS

Purpose

This activity is a combined individual and group
lesson to expand vocabulary by having students
write questions about terms after they are famil-
iar with the educational package. It is intended
for somewhat older and more advanced students.
It can be conducted in one of three different ver-
sions depending on your group.

Organization

Who: Any size group

Where: Inside

When: Any time of the year

Time: Approximately one hour

Materials
A prepared list of answers for each participant
Paper and pencils for each participant

Directions
1. Hand out copies of the answers to each stu-
dent. Tell them to write an appropriate ques-
tion for each answer provided.
Example:
If the answer provided is
A good question would be

Insects

What do blue-
birds eat in the
summer?

2. Give the students an adequate amount of time
to write questions for the answers on the list.
The amount of time required will vary with
the reading level and age of the participants.

3. Below are the three different approaches that
can be taken with this activity.
Version One:
In this version, simply collect the papers
and grade them for accuracy and thorough-
ness.

Version Two:
In this version, you will take the role of
host. The host chooses a student from the
group and reads an answer from the list.
The student will read his/her question. You
as master of ceremonies and judge can
accept the answer, ask the student to be
more specific, or reject the answer and
move on to a different student. In this ver-
sion, the classis all on the same team and
will succeed by keeping the number of
wrong questions to a minimum.
Version Three:

This final version is much like the second,
except the class should be divided into two
groups. In this version, when a student on
one team misses a question, a student on
the other team gets a chance to read a ques-
tion. This process is continued until some-
one reads an acceptable question. The win-
ning side is the one with the most correct
questions.

When choosing students to read questions for
the answers, be sure to get everyone involved.
This can be done by moving through the
group in some established order, i.e., down or
across a row. With large groups, you can go
through the list of answers more than once,
because there can easily be more than one
question written about a particular term. Feel
free to pause and discuss an answer with the
group. Debating the acceptability of an answer
is a great way to learn.
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FURTHER ACTIVITIES

The following ideas are suggestions for
continuing studies in bluebird ecology and
effective conservation which can serve to
further supplement this package.

Have your students look for songs, greeting
cards, stories, and poems about bluebirds
and share them with the class.

Have your students do some creative writing
of their own and share it with the class.

Have your students set up an exhibit or
display for a science fair or environmental
expo that shows their conservation efforts in
constructing trails and habitats and how the
bluebird population has been increased.
Encourage your students to develop an
interest in other birds. Visit a nature center
to learn more about all the birds in the local
area.
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BOOKS

The Bluebird Book. Stokes, Donald and Lillian. Little, Brown & Company. Boston, 1991.

The Bluebird Monitor's Guide. Berger, Kridler, Griggs. Harper Collins. New York, 2001.

Bluebird Trails: A Guide to Success. Scriven, Dorene. Bluebird Recovery Program. Minneapolis, 1999.
Enjoying Bluebirds More. Zickefoose, Julie. Birdwatcher's Digest Press. Marietta, OH, 1993.

Mountain Bluebird Trail Monitoring Guide. Pearman, Myrna. Canada: Red Deer River Naturalists. Red Deer,

Manitoba, 2002.

POWERPOINT PROGRAM

A program consisting of 80 colored images prepared by the North American Bluebird Society. Photos include
bluebird species, other cavity nesting bird species, habitat, nesting, monitoring, predators, nest box mounting.

Contact NABS to have the file emailed to you.

VIDEO

Bluebird Basics: Getting Started With Bluebirds. Don & Lillian Stokes created this 15-minute video in
cooperation with the North American Bluebird Society. The video is available though the NABS office or the

on-line catalog.

For more information about these and other products,
please contact the North American Bluebird Society, Inc.,
P.O. Box 43, Miamiville, OH 45147.

website: www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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