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Spring Message to Our
Affiliate Organizations
Kevin Corwin

Hello Fellow Bluebirders!

W

ow! The last three months have just flown by as we’ve
worked to establish the new Affiliates Committee,
define what its role is, determine how we’ll fulfill that role,
and recruit Regional Affiliate Representatives from the
NABS Board to staff it. We’ve made a lot of progress on
these organizational changes, and we’ve still got some work
to do before we’ll be fully operational.

Bluebird

Bluebird/Sialia (ISSN 0890-7021) is published
quarterly by North American Bluebird Society,
Inc., P.O. Box 7844, Bloomington, IN 47407
Printed by Sutherland Companies
Montezuma, IA

We will publish the list of Regional Reps and the Affiliates
they’re working with in the Summer edition of Bluebird.
I apologize that we weren’t quite ready to put it in this
edition. It will also be on our website.

Managing Editor: Scott Gillihan
nabseditor@gmail.com

We are still sifting through the information we collected
from (almost) all of you Affiliates in the surveys we did last
Fall. I say "almost" because there were a few organizations
we were unable to contact at that time, and we’ve been
doing a lot of research since then to determine the status
of those we couldn’t reach. Between the data we collected
in those surveys and the increased communications we’re
working to develop I believe we’ll be in a much better
position to undertand your needs and develop new ways to
support you in performing your mission.

Subscription is included with membership
in NABS. Write for information about bulk
quantities. Make checks and money orders
payable to NABS in U.S. funds.
Issues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer,
and Fall, and appear approximately on the
15th day of January, April, July, and October,
respectively. Submissions are accepted
continuously and published as space and
editorial constraints allow.

If you have an idea about how we might better serve you
or if you’ve got something you want to get off your chest,
please don’t wait for us to contact you. If you’ve already
been contacted by your Regional Rep send him/her an
email. If you don’t yet know the name of your Rep please
send your message to me. My NABS email address is:
KCorwin@NABluebirdSociety.org.

Letters to the editor and articles in this
publication express the opinions and/or
positions of the authors. Submissions may
be edited for length and content. Published
articles do not necessarily represent the
opinions and positions of the Officers,
Directors, or other representatives of NABS.

The North American Bluebird Society, Inc. is a
non-profit education, conservation and research
organization that promotes the recovery of
bluebirds and other native cavity-nesting bird
species in North America.

www.nabluebirdsociety.org
www.nabluebirdsociety.org

Thank you for all you do for our little blue friends.

Mike's Birds / www.flickr.com/people/pazzani/

General questions may be addressed to
info@nabluebirdsociety.org
or call 513-300-8714 between noon and
8 p.m. EST. Please leave a message if
no answer, or text any time. Visit us on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
NorthAmericanBluebirdSociety/
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From the President

I

Bernie Daniel

t is early February as I write this column. Most of
the eastern USA had a mild winter up until midDecember but that was followed by significantly
colder temperatures. The north-central and
northeastern USA as well as Canada have experienced
some brutally cold temperatures along with
prolonged snow cover. Even here in southwestern
Ohio we had persistent lower temperatures and
cover conditions severe enough that they might have
impacted wintering bluebirds. On the plus side we
had no extended periods of ice cover. Personally, I am
a little nervous about the fact that I am not hearing the
noisy little Carolina Wrens the last couple of weeks.
Perhaps many of you know that those little birds seem
to be even more susceptible to the winter cold and
snow cover than the Eastern Bluebird. In the series of
record winters of 1976–1978 the combination of snow
and cold destroyed at least 90% of Ohio’s wintering
bluebird population. For example, In the 1960s and
1970s the North American Breeding Bird Survey had
been finding on average 4–6 bluebirds per sampling
route across Ohio. However, in the spring of 1979,
following the winter of 1978 with its extreme cold
and heavy and persistent snow cover, the average
number of bluebirds found in Ohio had dropped to
less than 0.5 bluebirds per route. But that same spring
the number of Carolina Wrens fell from an average
of about 9 birds per Ohio route to essentially zero
in 1979. For that reason, I always use the presence/
absence of spring vocalizations by the Carolina Wren
as a measure of winter’s severity to resident birds.

your trail directly to the CLO database. Your trail
data is pooled with like information from hundreds
of other bluebirders’ trails around the continent.
Scientists at CLO can then analyze this data and use
it to publish research papers on bluebirds. In the last
few years two peer-reviewed scientific papers on
bluebirds, based on Nest Watch reports, have been
published. One of the papers proved that summer
heat definitely can take a toll on nestbox productivity.
The warmer the weather on a trail (or generally the
more southern the latitude of the nestbox), the lower
the productivity tended to be. Specifically, the farther
south one goes in the US the greater the probability
of finding unhatched eggs in the nestbox because of
overheating due to hot summer weather. A second
study was published last year which proved that
adding predator guards (e.g., hole guards and pole
baffles) to the nestboxes increases the productivity
by reducing predation. Of course, neither of these
findings would be considered unexpected and are
what we might have anticipated a priori. However,
now we have scientific proof that protecting
nestboxes from heat (e.g., using an insulated roof) or
from predators (e.g., using baffles and hole guards)
really does result in greater numbers of bluebirds
fledging. This means that these approaches NABS has
been recommending for years are no longer just good
suggestions but rather they are tools with proven
effectiveness. Thus, as more bluebirders submit their
data to the Nest Watch program we will see more
aspects of our trail management methods treated by
the researchers and thus we can expect to see more
scientific publications on bluebirding confirming
what actually is effective and what is not.

The one thing nice about writing this column for
the spring issues is the realization that by the time
members read it, in mid-April, we will be into the
new breeding season! So you will all probably be
feeling excited and relieved that we got past another
winter. I wonder, with the start of the nesting season,
if one should perhaps make resolutions to do things
better—kind of like New Year’s resolutions in early
January? One great resolution might be to fit predator
guards to all of your nestboxes. Another wonderful
resolution I might suggest is to consider participation
in the “Nest Watch” program run out of the Cornell
Laboratory of Ornithology (CLO). You can read about
the details of the Nest Watch program here: https://
nestwatch.org.

In the mode of passing on information let me
mention that in the last year NABS has revised and
updated three of our fact sheets including: “Nestbox
Recommendations” (this document has gone from 2
pages to 4), “Predator Control,” and “House Sparrow
Control.” These revised versions are being printed in
the next month and they will be available as full-color
hard copies from NABS or download-able as PDFs
from our website, We anticipate availability of these
documents in the late March or early April timeframe.
In addition, we have completely revised the
“Welcome Back the Bluebird” flyer. We received this
updated document back from the printers in January.
While the old flyer was tri-fold on standard size (8.5"

Today if you carry a cell phone you can install an
“app” and then use it to upload nestbox data from
Bluebird | Spring 2018
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Eastern Bluebirds and that is wonderful but I want
to encourage those of you in Western and Mountain
Bluebird areas to please get out your cameras and
send more pictures of those birds as well.

× 11") paper, the new flyer is a full-color, quad-fold
on legal sized (8.5" × 14") paper! We believe this is a
big step forward and we have the NABS Education
committee to thank for it! The new flyer is reprinted
in this issue of Bluebird for your edification (pages
28–29). Like the fact sheets, this new document
will be made available on the NABS web site as a
downloadable PDF or from NABS as a hard copy.
We recommend securing copies of this new flyer
through your Affiliate organization to hand out at
presentations you might make on bluebirding in
your local communities. Note that in this new flyer
we have tried to pay attention to items that might
differ between regions of the continent. For example,
issues that might be faced by individuals with trails
in Mountain and Western Bluebird ranges that may
differ from issues important to Eastern Bluebird trail
managers.

Of course I am very interested in your thoughts on the
House Sparrow article in this issue—please send in
your thoughts and ideas for further discussion of this
topic.
Best of luck to everyone on your bluebird trails this
season!
Bernie

I hope all who have taken the time to log onto the
new NABS website have been pleased at what they
have seen. Of course a great feature on the new site is
the kaleidoscope of changing bluebird images. This
collection of images is refreshed quarterly. If you have
a favorite photo please send it to NABS and maybe
it will appear on the website! Most of these photos
have been sent in by individuals who frequent our
NABS and Bluebird-L Facebook communities. Many
of these remarkable home-grown photos feature

Bernie Daniel with one of his Ohiowood boxes.

It's the Year of the Bird!

T

he Cornell Lab of Ornithology, National Geographic Society,
National Audubon Society, and BirdLife International
have teamed up with almost 200 other organizations to make
2018 the Year of the Bird. This year was chosen because it is
the 100-year anniversary of the signing of the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, one of the most important pieces of conservation
legislation ever passed. "Through 12 months of storytelling,
science research, and conservation efforts, Year of the Bird will
examine how our changing environment is driving dramatic
losses among bird species around the globe and highlight what
we can do to help bring birds back," according to Audubon. The
websites of all the participating organizations present a wealth
of information on bird conservation and concrete suggestions
for steps you can take to help birds. Please visit:
www.audubon.org
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/year-of-the-bird/

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birdlife.org
www.flickr.com/photos/keithmwilliams/

www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

I

t's spring! Time to celebrate birds and all of Nature. Earth Day is April 22 (www.earthday.org), World
Migratory Bird Day is May 18 (www.migratorybirdday.org), and 2018 is the Year of the Bird (see page 3).
Bluebirders already celebrate birds and Nature, every day, but now you can involve your friends, neighbors,
and relatives.
One correction to note: In the previous issue, we printed a letter from a member but we misspelled his first
name; my apologies to Merlin Lehman for the error.
My thanks to Jim Semelroth (California Bluebird Recovery Program) and all of the writers and photographers
who contributed material to this issue, and to the sponsors and advertisers—it was a tight squeeze to fit it all
in! As always, my thanks to the members of NABS, for their hard work and dedication to the conservation of
bluebirds and other cavity nesters, and for their stewardship of our natural resources.
Please send any photos, articles, or ideas to me at NABSeditor@gmail.com or 5405 Villa
View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402.
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Notice from NABS

Proposed Update to the October 5, 2012, Edition of the NABS Bylaws

W

hen the NABS Board rewrote the Bylaws in
2012 it acknowledged that some minor changes
might be needed in the future to correct errors or
omissions and to clarify language.

will also be posting a copy of these changes on the
NABS website before June 15th.

The Board began a comprehensive review of the 2012
Bylaws in 2016. From that review came the following
list of changes, most of which are “housekeeping
changes” intended to make the Bylaws more correct
and easier to read and understand.

You can also review the current 2012 Bylaws
document in its entirety on the NABS website by
clicking on the "ABOUT NABS" entry at the top of
the Home Page, then clicking on "LEGAL" in the
drop-down menu that appears, then clicking on the
"NABS BYLAWS" line on the Legal Information and
Documents Page.

A vote of the membership is required to allow us to
implement this update. We ask you to review the
proposed Bylaws changes that are laid out on the
following pages. Each change is described by an
italicized explanation, followed by the new text. We

The vote on this update will be a single line item on
the Annual Election of Directors ballot that will be
included with the Summer issue of the journal.
We thank you in advance for your participation in this
mundane but important vote.

ARTICLE IX - GOVERNANCE

1. A slate of candidates for election to the Board
of Directors shall be presented by the Nominating
Committee, approved by the current Board and
published to the membership in accordance with
Article XVIII.

Paragraph 8 was moved out of Article IX into
Article X because it is procedural and more closely
aligned with the context of Article X. Renumbered
Paragraph 9 to Paragraph 8.

Paragraph 2: Changed the deadline date for
nominations from May 15 to May 1 to provide
adequate time for Board review. Also clarified
language. Paragraph 2 now reads as follows:
2. In addition to names submitted by the Nominating
Committee, any NABS member in good standing
may nominate candidates for election to the Board
by submitting the names of such candidates to the
Chair of the Nominating Committee, the President or
the Secretary by mail or email on or before May 1st.
Consent of the nominee must be obtained prior to the
submission to the Board.

ARTICLE X – FUNDS AND ACCOUNTS
Paragraph 8 from Article IX was moved into Article
X as Paragraph 4 and subsequent paragraphs were
renumbered. Replaced word ‘funds’ with ‘cash assets’
for clarity. Added a statement requiring use of U. S.
Treasury securities, and FDIC or NCUA protected
accounts. New Paragraph 4 now reads as follows:
4. All cash assets of the organization not otherwise
employed shall be deposited from time to time to the
credit of the organization in such bank or banks or
other depositories as the Board of Directors may elect.
Only securities issued by the U. S. Treasury and/or
commercial accounts protected by Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) or National Credit
Union Administration (NCUA) deposit insurance
shall be used by the organization for said deposits.

Paragraph 3: Simplified the process of filling midterm vacancies. Currently, if someone is appointed
to the Board to fill a mid-term vacancy they will then
be voted on by the membership at the next election,
regardless of when the term of that position was set
to expire. e.g. A Director resigns 1&1/2 years into
her 3-year term. The Board appoints someone to
replace her. The replacement person is then voted
on by the general membership 6 months later at the
next annual election, membership then votes on the
replacement again a year later when the 3-year term
of the position expires. Under the new procedure
appointments will fulfill the remainder of the 3-year

ARTICLE XI - ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
Paragraph 1: Deleted date-specific and procedural
language from Paragraph 1 that was redundant to
Article XVIII, Paragraph 2 and made Paragraph 1
reference Article XVIII. Paragraph 1 now reads as
follows:
www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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term. Thus, in the above example, the membership
would not be voting on the replacement person 6
months after she had been appointed. Also addressed
the circumstance of increasing the number of Board
members in this procedure. Paragraph 3 now reads as
follows:
3. When vacancies on the Board occur between
Annual Elections, and when the Board acts to add
Directors as described in Article XII Paragraph 2, the
President may appoint persons to fill such vacancies.
Such appointments shall be subject to Board approval.

up to a maximum total of twenty-one (21), may be
added with the approval of two thirds (2/3) of the
existing members of the Board. Any such additions
of Director positions will be done in such a way as
to keep the three triennial classes in balance. The
Board may reduce the number of Director positions,
keeping within the range of 12 to 21 positions, only
through attrition and only by keeping the three
triennial classes in balance.
Original Paragraph 3 was rewritten and moved to
Article XI Paragraph 4.

Paragraph 4: Moved the old Paragraph 4 to Article
XII as Paragraph 1. Moved the old Paragraph 3
from Article XII here to become the new Article XI
Paragraph 4 and reworded it to give Board terms
specific start and end dates and clarify that Directors
appointed mid-term serve the rest of the 3-year term.
Paragraph 4 now reads as follows:
4. Directors elected via the Annual Election
process serve a three-year term which commences
on October 1st following that Annual Election and
ends September 30th three years hence. Directors
appointed to fill a vacancy serve the remainder of the
three-year term of the vacant position.

Paragraph 6 was clarified by removal of extraneous
and confusing language. Paragraph 6 now reads as
follows:
6. A member of the Board may be removed by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the remaining Directors,
whenever it is judged to be in the best interest of the
organization. Excessive unexcused absence from
consecutive Board meetings may be the basis of such
judgment; however, no cause need be stated or given
for the Board’s action to remove a member. In order
for the vote to be effective, notice of the meeting and
the vote of the proposed removal must be given to
all Board members not less than 10 days prior to the
meeting, teleconference or video-conference where
the vote will be taken.

New Paragraph 5 was added to codify the rule
that there is no limit to the nmber of times a NABS
member can be nominated for election to the Board.
Paragraph 5 reads as follows:
5. There is no limit to the number of times a NABS
member can be nominated for election to the Board.

ARTICLE XIII - OFFICERS
Paragraph 4 was changed to reflect the specific start
and stop dates for Officers’ term of office. Paragraph
4 now reads:
4. The term of office for Officers shall be one (1) year,
December 1 to November 30.

ARTICLE XII - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paragraph 1: Moved the old Article XI Paragraph
4 here to become Article XII Paragraph 1. The new
Paragraph 1 reads as follows:
1. Only a NABS member in good standing shall be
eligible to be a member of the Board.

Paragraph 6 was changed to delete the superfluous
second sentence. Paragraph 6 now reads:
6. Within ninety (90) days following the Annual
Election, the Board shall conduct an Election of
Officers from within its members.

Paragraphs 2 & 3: Reversed the order of old
Paragraphs 1 & 2 (now 2 & 3) so the definition of the
triennial classes would precede the new language
requiring the Board maintain balance of the three
classes if/when the Board adds or deletes positions
form the Board. Also reduced minimum number of
Directors from 15 to 12. Paragraphs 2 & 3 now read
as follows:
2. The Board shall be comprised of three (3) triennial
classes with approximately one third (1/3) of the
members of the Board in each class.
3. The Board of Directors shall consist of at least
twelve (12) elected Directors. Additional Directors,
Bluebird | Spring 2018

ARTICLE XVII - MEMBERSHIP
Moved Paragraph 4 from Article XVII to Article
XVIII. It applies to voting eligibility.
ARTICLE XVIII - ANNUAL ELECTIONS AND
VOTING PROCEDURES
Paragraph 1: Deleted the sentence about
nomination closure date from Para 1. This date
(which is being changed to May 1st) is defined in
6
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Article XI. Paragraph 1 now reads:
1. The Society shall hold one election each year on
August 15th (referred to as the Annual Election). This
election shall be for the purpose of electing a slate of
directors and for voting on any other matters which
the Society’s membership is required to approve.

Articles XIX and XX: Deleted the redundant reference
to Due Notice from Article XX and expanded on it in
Article XIX.
Article XIX now reads:
ARTICLE XIX - ANNUAL MEETINGS
The Society shall hold an Annual Meeting at a date,
time, and place determined by the Board of Directors.
Due Notice of the date, time and place of the Annual
Meeting shall be published in the Society’s quarterly
journal and on the Society’s website at least 60 days
prior to the meeting.

Paragraph 2: Rearranged content of first sentence
to clarify that the date specified only applies to the
website posting, and specified the issue of the journal
in which the election notice appears. Paragraph 2
now reads:
2. Notice of the Annual Election including the slate of
candidates for election to the Board of Directors and
any other items to be voted on shall be published to
the membership on the Society’s website no later than
June 15th and in the Summer issue of the Society’s
quarterly journal. The Summer issue of the journal
shall include a ballot which must be received by the
Society at the address listed on the ballot by August
15th.

Article XX now reads:
ARTICLE XX - QUARTERLY JOURNAL
As an obligation to all NABS members in good
standing, the Board shall publish a quarterly journal
which covers news of interest to the members of the
Society as well as other bluebird enthusiasts, citizen
scientists, researchers, academics, and scientists in
order to serve the mission and purpose of promoting
the prosperity of bluebirds and other native cavitynesting species. A copy of the journal shall be mailed
to all members.

Paragraph 3: Changed second sentence to add
specification that Bylaws require a 2/3 majority
approval. This was done to agree with Article XXII,
Paragraph and guidance from ‘Robert’s Rules of
Order’. The second sentence now reads: All voting
results shall be decided upon by a simple majority
of those ballots received, with the sole exception that
any proposed changes to the Bylaws require approval
of two-thirds of the ballots received to be enacted.
Paragraph 4: Moved here from Article XVII,
Paragraph 4. It reads:
4. Only members in good standing on May 15th shall
be eligible to vote in the Annual Election.

Help Bluebirds While You Shop
NABS is now registered with AmazonSmile. As of November
2017, Amazon Smile had donated almost 70 million dollars to
various nonprofit organizations. NABS has only received $245
so far. If you are shopping at Amazon anyway, you can make
a difference for bluebirds everywhere. To donate a portion of
each Amazon purchase to NABS at no additional cost to you, go
to smile.amazon.com, and log in with your Amazon username
and password (or create a new account). Then select NABS
(North American Bluebird Society) as the organization you
wish to support. For more information about the program, go to
smile.amazon.com/about.
www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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ARTICLE XXII - AMENDMENTS
ARTICLE XXII: Paragraph 2: Clarified that
proposed Bylaws changes will be printed in the
Summer issue of the Society’s quarterly journal.
Paragraph 2 now reads:
2. The text of proposed amendments to the Bylaws
of the organization, accompanied by an explanation
for proposing the change, shall be published in the
Summer issue of the Society’s quarterly journal, and
on the Society’s website at least 60 days prior to the
Annual Election at which they are to be considered
for adoption.
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Researching Blue-Roof Nestboxes

I

Don Bissonnette

measurements. Also, I used the same thicknesses of
wood. All entrances were the usual 1⅜" × 1⅝".

n 2014, some members of the Bluebird Committee
of the Essex County Field Naturalists' Club
(Windsor, Ontario, Canada) were discussing
the idea of painting a nestbox roof blue. On some
Facebook bluebird groups, the idea of blue roofs
was being discussed. There were claims that Eastern
Bluebirds preferred these houses for nesting. Also,
there were reports that the House Sparrows were less
likely to nest in these houses.

In early April of 2015, I set up the first test site at
a small farm near McGregor, Ontario. This was
good bluebird habitat, and bluebirds had nested
on this farm in recent years. The results at this site
were interesting. In early April, the monitor caught
several House Sparrows at the brown house, but
none at the blue-roof house. He reported that, while
he was catching a few House Sparrows each day,
the bluebirds were building their nest, just 30 feet
away, in the blue-roof house. The pair of bluebirds
produced a healthy brood, with Tree Swallows
nesting in the brown house. As soon as the young
bluebirds fledged, a second pair of Tree Swallows
moved into the blue-roof house.

Some members of the committee (myself included)
wanted to test these blue-roof houses. We wanted to
find out if bluebirds preferred them. Also, we wanted
to see if House Sparrows would nest in them or not. I
decided to test these houses, in what some people call
a “side-by-side" test. I placed two nestboxes in good
bluebird habitat, about 30 feet apart. The two houses
were identical, except one was entirely soft brown
and the other was soft brown with a blue roof.

In 2016, I set up a second test site. This was at a small
farm near New California, Ontario. Bluebirds had
never nested on this farm, but had nested on the
farm across the road for many consecutive years. The
results were similar to the McGregor test site: The
monitor caught several House Sparrow at the brown
house while a pair of bluebirds peacefully built their
nest, 30 feet away, in the blue-roof house. Eventually,
Tree Swallows settled into the brown house.

With a side-by-side test, it's important that the houses
have identical measurements. Let's suppose that
the blue-roof house had a larger interior. And let's
suppose that a pair of bluebirds nested in the blueroof house. Then, there is a new question: Did the
bluebirds choose that house because of the blue roof,
or because of the larger interior? So, I did my best to
make each pair of birdhouses identical, give or take
a millimeter. Each pair of birdhouses had the same

This monitor obviously had beginner's luck, because
his first bluebird nest had six nestlings, and all six
fledged successfully. Unfortunately, soon after the
bluebirds fledged, some House Sparrows tried to
occupy the blue-roof house. The family of bluebirds
moved to a house several hundred feet away. Here,
the adult bluebirds built their summer nest. The
monitor was able to catch the House Sparrows at the
blue-roof house. A late-nesting pair of Tree Swallows
quickly moved into this house.
Also in 2016, the McGregor test site had similar
results as the year before, namely bluebirds in the
blue-roof house and a few House Sparrows, then Tree
Swallows, in the brown house. But were all the results
just coincidental? Having only two test sites was not
very scientific. I needed to expand the research.
Thanks to the generosity of some supporters
(individuals and organizations) I was able to expand
my research. In the early months of 2017, I built ten
more birdhouses. Or, to be more precise, five more

Paired birdhouses differing only by the roof color.
Note band of lithium grease on the post to deter
climbing predators.
Bluebird | Spring 2018
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pairs of identical twin houses. This time there were
some pairs of Peterson houses. Also, blue stripes were
added to the front of the blue-roof houses (see photo).
The five new test sites were set up in late February
and March 2017. Due to obstacles like rocky soil,
trees, and large mud puddles, some pairs had to be
placed 40 feet apart or more. Four of these test sites
were in Essex Township near Harrow, Ontario. The
fifth site was near McGregor, Ontario, about two
kilometers from the first McGregor test site.

More nestboxes being built for paired testing next spring.

We started 2017 with seven test sites. Six of these
sites attracted bluebirds. All six pairs chose to build
their spring nest in the blue-roof houses! Perhaps our
earlier findings were not just a coincidence, after all!

report for 2017. One monitor reported that he forgot
to record the number of House Sparrows captured at
the houses... but he assures me he caught a lot more
House Sparrows at the brown house. Most monitors
recorded similar numbers of House Sparrows at both
houses. A total of five House Sparrows were caught
at the brown houses. The same total, five House
Sparrows, was caught at the blue-roof houses.

At five of the test sites (#1, #2, #4, #5, and #6), the
bluebirds produced healthy spring broods, which all
fledged in the second half of May. Like the previous
years, Tree Swallows nested in all of the brown
houses. In most cases, late-nesting Tree Swallows
moved into the blue-roof houses soon after the young
bluebirds fledged.

A few monitors made the same observations at their
test sites:
• House Sparrows seemed wary of the blue roofs.
When visiting these houses, they rarely perched
on the roof; instead, they hung on the entrance.
When they did perch on the roof, it was for only
a brief moment. They usually clung to the edge
of the roof. They rarely hopped across the blue
surface.
• House Sparrows did not usurp any birds nesting
in the blue-roof houses.
• House Sparrows only attempted to nest in the
blue-roof houses when they were vacant and the
brown houses were occupied by Tree Swallows.

Test site #5 was different from the rest. The pair of
bluebirds built their nest in the blue-roof house, but
this nest was not successful. The young hatched very
early and died in late April or early May. At that time,
our area had several days of cold, wet weather, with
some rains lasting all day. (There were several other
reports of bluebird nestlings that died at that time.)
The monitor cleaned out the bluebird nest. Soon after,
House Sparrows tried to move into the blue-roof
house, which kept the monitor busy. The blue-roof
house remained empty for the rest of the nesting
season. As usual, the brown-roof house hosted a
healthy brood of Tree Swallows.

I realize these observations are simply observations.
Again, it may have been a coincidence that most
monitors, including myself, had the same findings. It
would be more scientific if we collected data from 27
sites, not just 7. I hope to build a few more houses and
set up some more test sites in 2018.

Test site # 7 was also different from the others. In late
May, the young bluebirds fledged, and the monitor
removed the old nest. Soon after, a House Wren built
a large dummy nest in this blue-roof house. If these
bluebirds wanted a summer nest, the blue-roof house
was no longer available. Fortunately, in late June, the
young Tree Swallows in the brown house fledged.
The monitor removed their old nest and the bluebirds
quickly moved in. They had a successful summer
brood. This was the only summer bluebird nest at any
of our test sites in 2017. Also, it was the first bluebird
nest in a brown house at any of our test sites since we
started this experiment.

Are you interested in experimenting with blue-roof
nestboxes? Set up your own side-by-side test site
and make your own observations. It would be nice if
you could share your results with our group. When
it comes to wildlife research, many discoveries are
made by “Citizen Scientists.” Each discovery may
seem small, but many small discoveries may add up
and, together, significantly help our bluebirds.
Don Bissonnette, Harrow, Ontario.

As for House Sparrows, there is nothing concrete to
www.nabluebirdsociety.org

9

Spring 2018 | Bluebird

New Bluebird Print and Stamp Available

T

he South Carolina Bluebird Society (SCBS), a 501c3 notfor-profit conservation organization, has just released
its inaugural “Conservation Series” print and stamp. This
first-in-a-series print features the Eastern Bluebird and was
painted by local artist Mary Ann Brock. Mary Ann has won
numerous awards in shows across South Carolina and is a
Member with Excellence of the South Carolina Watermedia
Society.
The 5" × 7" print captured from the original painting is
numbered and signed by the artist. The commemorative
stamps, also made from the painting, are numbered and
come in blocks of four stamps. Both the print and block of
stamps are suitable for matting and framing, ether separately
or together.
The proceeds from sale of the prints and stamps will be
used to further the endeavors of the SCBS, specifically the
active promotion and maintenance of bluebird conservation
projects. Members conduct educational presentations,
programs and workshops, encourage and aid in development
of nestbox trails, and collect and share nesting data for
analysis and research. The SCBS monitors and maintains
nearly 1,100 bluebird nestboxes in Aiken County and across
the state. In 2017 these boxes fledged over 3,750 bluebirds
and 4,410 total cavity-dwelling birds.
Sales have begun—prints are $30 each and the block sets of
four stamps are $20 each. You may also purchase a print plus
block of stamps for $45. The cost for shipping and handling is
$4.00, and 5% of each purchase will go to NABS.
Stamps and prints can be purchased in Aiken at Birds &
Butterflies, 117 Laurens St. NW, Aiken, SC 29801, (803) 6497999, or place orders via email to mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net
SUBJECT: SCBS Print & Stamp Sales.
The SCBS print and stamp series will continue annually
featuring a different cavity-nesting bird and artist each year.

Membership Renewal

Is this your last Journal? Please check your mailing label for membership expiration date.
If renewing through PayPal, remember you can use either your credit card or your PayPal account.

Bluebird | Spring 2018
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Lessons Learned

W

Lee Pauser

Yes, the finger check verified that they indeed hopped
around, so I closed the box. My next visit to the box
found one living and one dead nestling, and, yes,
even the dead nestling hopped around because one
of each of their legs were tied together by what was
probably very fine horsehair. I separated the two
nestlings, and the living one buzzed off with the
adults trailing behind.

hen I begin my monitoring career I had
read that I should check nests for the
presence of string woven into nests, and to
cut the sting into smaller pieces without damaging
the nest when found. Consequently I carry a scissors
in my tool pouch.
Despite being aware of this, several years into my
monitoring career I found a lone dead Western
Bluebird nestling in a box. When I attempted to
remove the nestling I discovered that it had a single
thread of a fine string looped around one foot.

Lessons learned:
• Check more closely for the presence of anything
that a nestling may get hung up in, and chop it
into smaller pieces without damaging the nest.
A fine string could be woven into the nest as the
female finishes the nest’s cup, and may not be
easily noticed or even impossible to notice once
eggs are present.
• If possible, verify the nestlings are individually
free from attachments. The latter is better done if
the nestlings are close to fledging age. This effort
is better accomplished with more frequent visits
to the box during the nestling’s last week in the
box.

Several years later I discovered a lone dead swallow
in a nest. When I attempted to remove the nestling I
discovered that its feet were cemented to the nest by
droppings that had hardened due to a heat wave’s
high temperatures.
By now I was looking more closely for the presence
of string or string-like material woven into the nests,
and chopping it into short pieces without damaging
the nests if I found it. I also attempted to ensure that
nestlings aren’t anchored to the nest by carefully
placing my finger into the box, and making the
nestlings hop around. This is easily done with my
side-opening bottom-hinged boxes.

This article originally appeared in Bluebirds Fly!, the
newsletter of the California Bluebird Recovery Program. It
is reprinted here with permission.

This past season I had two Western Bluebird nestlings
in a box, and was surprised that they hadn’t fledged.

Bluebirds Everywhere

“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird images
and the word “bluebird” itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see
what bluebirds you can find!

Jane Brockway found this beautiful "Bluebird"
yarn while shopping at Joseph's Coat, a locally
owned yarn and fiber store in Missoula,
Montana.

www.nabluebirdsociety.org

11

Spring 2018 | Bluebird

Ticked-Off

What Anyone Who Spends Time Outdoors Should Know about Ticks

T

Bet Zimmerman Smith

icks love me. It’s not mutual. While bluebirding
or working in our 30-acre wildlife refuge, I’ve
contracted tickborne maladies at least five
times, and it’s pure misery. But I may have finally
figured out how to beat them.
If you’re not worrying about ticks, you should be—if
not for yourself, then for the sake of your family,
friends, or pets. The number of people sickened by
tick bites is rising dramatically. Different species
of ticks are showing up in new locations. And
since just 1981, scientists have discovered 15 new
diseases spread by ticks. I never heard of Bourbon or
Powassan virus until this year. Both can be deadly,
and there’s no cure.
Part of the problem is variety. Multiple pathogens1
and different species of tick vectors2 are involved.
A relatively paltry amount of money is spent on
research. So there’s a lot we still don’t know.
What we do know is that that reports to the CDC3
indicate that hundreds of thousands of people have
contracted tickborne ailments. The real numbers of
tick-sickened could be ten times higher, since many
cases are misdiagnosed or not reported.4
Lyme disease is the most commonly diagnosed
tickborne contagion. It is caused by the bite of a
miniscule blacklegged tick. Lyme disease has shown
up in nearly every state, although about 95% of
reported cases occur in in the Northeast, mid-Atlantic,
and upper Midwest (Figure 1). In addition to high
taxes, my home state of Connecticut enjoys the
highest incidence of Lyme disease in the U.S. In fact,
Lyme disease was named for a town in Connecticut.
In 1977, a cluster of children in Lyme mysteriously
came down with symptoms of rheumatoid arthritis,
leading to the discovery in 1983 of a bacterium in ticks
that causes the disease.
A pathogen is a bacterium, virus, or other microorganism that can
cause disease.
2
A vector is an organism, like a tick, that transmits a disease or
parasite.
3
The Centers for Disease Control, which is the U.S. federal agency
that tracks this stuff.
4
I think the reported cases of anaplasmosis are way too low. In
just six months in one county in Connecticut, our veterinarian
said 622 cases of anaplasmosis were diagnosed in dogs.
1
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Figure 1. Selected tickborne diseases reported to the CDC,
2015, showing the infected person’s county of residence,
not necessarily the place where they were infected.
12
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Last year I ended up in the
hospital on an IV after coming
down with a double-dose of
Lyme disease and anaplasmosis
from one tick bite (Figure 2). So
I don’t take chances anymore.
But as a child, I didn’t worry
about ticks. In the 1960s, there
were only two channels on TV
and no video games, so I spent
a lot of time outdoors. I recall
finding an occasional dog tick
about the size of a pencil eraser
in my hair. But I never saw, or
at least never noticed, any tiny
Figure 2. The author
ticks. Today, it seems like the
feeling sorry for
little blacklegged ticks are just
herself in the hospital
about everywhere.
after coming down
with a double-dose of
If you don’t live in a Lyme
tick diseases.
disease epicenter, don’t feel
slighted. You can still get
it while traveling. Plus there are plenty of other
tickborne horrors to be concerned about, including
spotted fever, anaplasmosis, babesiosis, ehrlichiosis,
tularemia, Powassan disease, Colorado tick fever, and
hearland virus.

Ticks: What They Look Like

There at least 90 species of ticks in the U.S., but only
a handful cause diseases (as far as we know). Lyme
disease, anaplasmosis, and babesiosis are transmitted
by blacklegged ticks, also called deer ticks. Other ticks
that can make you sick are the American dog or wood
tick (Dermacentor variabilis), brown dog (Rhipicephalus
sanguineus), lone star (Amblyomomma americanum),
Gulf Coast (A. maculatum), Rocky Mountain wood (D.
andersoni), soft (Ornithodoros spp.), and groundhog (I.
cookei) ticks.
Like spiders, all adult ticks have eight legs. (Strangely,
immature larvae only have six legs.) Ticks have flat
bodies until they blow up after a blood meal into
greenish-gray or black blobs that look like wrinkled
peas. Black-legged ticks are super small. A nymph is
only about the size of a poppy seed, and adults are
about the size of a sesame seed (Figure 3).

Where Ticks Can Find You

Typical blacklegged tick habitat is humid, like
underneath dense forest canopy, with thick
underbrush and rotting leaf litter. Ticks are common
where there are lots of rodents. Ticks can be found
wherever their hosts5 go. Think stone walls and log
piles, tall grass, and under brushy shrubs. Most ticks
that spread disease hang out on small rodents like
mice, chipmunks, and ground squirrels. One mouse
could have 50–100 ticks on it. Depending on the type
of tick, they may feed on raccoons, dogs, horses,
sheep, goats, deer, reptiles, amphibians, and even our
beloved birds.

When You Can Get Tick-Sick

You are most likely to get infected from a tick bite
from May through September. That’s when people
are outdoors more, and when ticks (especially
nymphs) are abundant, active, and feeding. However,
I’ve seen ticks crawling around during warm bouts of
weather in the middle of winter.
Some years are worse than others. It’s hard to predict
when we’ll have a bad year for ticks. The critters that
cause disease can have a life cycle (from adult to
egg) that lasts up to three years. Their populations
are affected by temperature, rain, humidity, the
availability of hosts, etc. For example, in 2016 in
Connecticut we had a mouse population explosion as
a result of a big acorn crop. So in 2017, tick numbers
Most tick species have preferences for specific hosts, and
may rely on different animals for different parts of their life
cycle.
5

Figure 3. Three types of ticks at various life stages
compared to the size of a U.S. dime. Source: CDC
www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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spiked—in some areas they were 300% higher than
the previous year.

center that may be warm to the touch, and is
larger than a few inches. How crummy you feel
can depend on your tolerance for pain. When I got
Lyme disease, I could barely walk up the stairs.
The flu-like symptoms can be vague and wideranging. As a result, they can be misdiagnosed,
particularly in geographic areas where the disease
is uncommon.
• Lifestyle. Where you live and where you’ve been.
Whether other people in your area have also
been getting tickborne ailments. Whether you are
outdoors a lot in tick-infested areas. Whether you
have outdoor pets that bring ticks indoors.
• Whether you know you were bitten by a tick and
when. Only ticks that attach and feed can transmit
disease. But about ⅔ of people with Lyme disease
don’t recall being bitten. Being bitten by a tick
doesn’t automatically mean you will get sick. Not
all ticks are infected with a pathogen. In some
areas, only ¼ of nymphs and ½ of adult ticks
carry the Lyme disease pathogen. The timing of
symptom onset can vary from two days to weeks
after the tick bite.
• Your medical history. Older people and those
with compromised immune systems may be
more vulnerable. A physical exam will look for
rashes, check for aches and pains, and explore
other potential problems you might not think of as
being related to a tick bite, like nausea or double
vision.
• Laboratory Testing is important to avoid
misdiagnosis. But it can take a while for an
infection to show up in your blood—usually 20–30
days after onset (some sources say it can take six
weeks). If you are tested too soon (e.g., in the first
7–10 days of illness for Lyme disease) you may
get a false negative. Also, some blood tests are
too general to pick up a specific illness. A Lyme
disease test could be negative, but you could still
have babesiosis. In my opinion, the Tickborne
Disease Antibodies Panel is the way to go. It’s
a more definitive test that looks for babesiosis,
anaplasmosis, and Lyme disease.

How You Can Get A Tickborne Illness

Ticks are like little vampires. They must drink blood
at every stage of their life to survive. If they are
infected with a disease-causing pathogen, they can
spread it as they feed. Ticks can’t jump or fly. They
crawl up a blade of grass or perch on the edge of a
leaf, snagging their victim as it passes by.
Depending on the kind of tick and how old it is, it
can take the beastie ten minutes to two hours to get
set up for a meal. They need to crawl to a spot on a
suitable host, grab the skin, cut through it, and insert
their feeding tube. Some ticks have barbed tubes, and
some secrete a cement-like substance to stay attached
as they imbibe your vital fluid. Like mosquitos, they
can also secrete saliva with an anesthetic in it. If you
don’t realize they have bitten you, it gives them more
time to dine. In fact, lots of people who get sick don’t
even realize they were bitten. Bites can be painless,
they can be confused with bites by other bugs like
chiggers, and/or they may be in an obscure location
(like in your hair, or behind a knee).
The longer a tick is attached, the higher the odds of
disease transmission. Studies found that rats usually
didn’t get infected with Lyme disease unless the tick
was attached for two or three days. But we’ve recently
learned that other diseases like Powassan virus can be
transmitted in just 15 minutes.

How to Know If You Have a Tickborne Disease

A lot of people don’t even know they have been
infected. Some have no symptoms. Others get very
sick or even die. If you contract Lyme disease and
are not treated promptly, you could end up severely
disabled. The bacteria can affect your joints, heart,
and brain. Yet a recent national survey reported that
nearly 20% of people surveyed in areas where Lyme
disease is common were oblivious to the risk.
In order to figure out whether you have a tickborne
disease (or two), your doctor needs to consider
multiple things.
• Your symptoms and when they started. There
may be a fever of varying degrees alternating
with chills; an achy feeling all over, sometimes
with headache, muscle, joint or neck pain; a rash;
debilitating fatigue; nausea, vomiting; etc. About
70–80% of people get the classic “bulls-eye” rash
within 3–30 days (I never did.) The rash usually
(but not always) consists of a red ring with a clear
Bluebird | Spring 2018

How to Protect Yourself

Forget vaccines unless you’re a dog. There is nothing
on the market right now that prevents tickborne
disease in humans.6 The standard advice of “be
GlaxoKlineSmith had developed a vaccine called LYMErix
that was approved in 1998. It reduced new infections in
vaccinated adults by nearly 80%. But the company pulled
it from the market in 2002 after negative media coverage,
fears of side effects, and declining sales.
6
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Figure 5. The proper way to remove an embedded tick.
See text for details. Source:Wikihow

Figure 4. Ticked Off: Bet and her rescue coonhound
decked out to prevent tick bites.
careful, use repellant, and do tick checks” didn’t save
me. And staying indoors is not an option. So I came
up with special Ticked-off Advice, added in bold
below.

• As soon as you get home, strip down and throw
your clothes in the dryer for 10 minutes on high
heat (20 minutes if they’re damp) to kill ticks you
missed during a check.
• Bathe or shower as soon as you come indoors.
This is a good time to again check all over for
ticks. Be aware that you can’t easily drown ticks,
as they can reportedly survive underwater for two
or three days.
• Treat outdoor pets with tick-preventive. I like the
Seresto collar for dogs—it lasts for eight months,
and prevents a bite. Frontline Gold is a topical
medicine applied monthly, and works better on
resistant ticks than regular Frontline, but the dog
can still get bitten (but the tick dies). For cats, try a
collar or Bravecto topical.

When possible, avoid areas that are wooded, brushy,
with high grass or leaf litter. When in ticky-type areas:
• Wear long sleeves and pants. Tuck your shirt into
your pants, and your pants into your socks. Wear
closed-toe shoes.
• Wear light-colored clothing (so ticks show
up) impregnated with tick repellant like
Permethrin—especially socks. I have a jacket,
shirt, pants, socks, and gaiters I got through
Amazon.com. The insecticide lasts through 70
washes (but I minimize washing—I think this
is the most important and effective change I’ve
made).
• Use repellant when outdoors. This is especially
important for diseases for which there is no cure.
Strong DEET (20% or more) works well, but only
lasts about four hours. You can also use Picaridin
or IR3535 on exposed skin. Spray your hat/hair,
neck and shoes.
• Try eating a lot of garlic or taking garlic pills.
When I worked in tick-infested Long Island, there
was only one outdoor technician who never got
Lyme disease. He swore it was all the garlicky
Italian food he ate. I now take a 1000 mg soft gel
of garlic daily.
• Don’t sit on the ground, stone walls, or log piles.
• Conduct regular full-body tick checks, especially
your ankles. Don’t forget underarms, inside belly
button, head, and private parts. Also examine gear
and pets, since ticks could hitchhike into your
home on them.
www.nabluebirdsociety.org

If you find an embedded tick, remove it right away
(Figure 5). But never be like my husband and panic
and yank it out. In particular, don’t squeeze the
body during removal, as you could end up injecting
yourself. Also, DON’T use a match or try to smother
it with Vaseline or dish soap, or other suggestions you
hear about on social media. They either don’t work
or can cause the tick to act like a syringe, injecting
disease into the wound. Instead:
1. Use a pair of fine-tipped tweezers. There are a
variety of commercial tick removal devices out
there, but most don’t work better than tweezers. I
do like the Tick Key and the O’Tom Tick Twister.
2. Grasp the tick as close to the skin as possible.
3. Pull upward (away from your skin) with steady,
even pressure. (Twisting could break off the
mouthparts in your skin.)
4. Then disinfect the bite area and your hands with
rubbing alcohol, iodine, or soap and water.
15
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Dispose of the tick in alcohol or down the toilet (don’t
miss the water). Mark the calendar so you can watch
for the onset of symptoms. I put the tick inside
folded clear tape and stick on the bite-day on my
calendar.

Some people feel better within a few days of
starting treatment; others don’t feel completely
well for months. Even after finishing treatment, an
estimated 10–25% of Lyme disease patients report
milder symptoms like fatigue, and aches and pains.
I have one friend who said he didn’t get his energy
back for a year. But since many people who never
had Lyme disease experience similar symptoms,
there has been scientific and political controversy
within the medical community on the existence and
appropriate treatment of “chronic Lyme disease” or
“post-treatment Lyme Disease syndrome" (PTLDS).
Regardless of what scientists think or know right
now, if your symptoms linger, get help.

Tick-proof your yard. Some researchers report that
simply clearing leaf litter can reduce the number of
ticks by about 90%. Another study found that 82% of
deer ticks were found within nine feet of the edge of
the lawn. Think clean and tidy. Remove leaf litter,
tall grass, and create a three-foot-wide barrier of
wood chips, cedar sawdust, or gravel between woods
and underneath play equipment. Mow frequently.
Thin out trees. Stack wood neatly in a dry area to
discourage rodents.

The Bottom Line

Half of people interviewed in one study admitted
they didn’t routinely take steps to protect themselves
against tick bites during warm weather. Don’t mess
around with ticks. I spent about $200 on tick-repellant
clothing, and it was worth every penny. It takes me
10 minutes to spray and don my “ticked-outfit.” I no
longer head outdoors without it. I haven’t gotten a
single tick bite since I started my ticked-off program.

What to Do If You Are Infected

Don’t wait to be treated. You could end up with
severe long-term problems like chronic neurological,
cardiac, or rheumatologic problems, cognitive
impairment, chronic pain, or worse.
The antibiotic doxycycline works on several different
tickborne illnesses caused by bacteria. Doctors
disagree about the appropriate length of treatment,
but 28 days is typical. The drug does make you
sensitive to sunlight (even brief exposure can cause
a rash or sunburn). It can also make you feel tired or
nauseous.

For additional information:
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/index.html
Bet Zimmerman Smith monitors 100 nestboxes in NE
Connecticut and maintains the educational website
Sialis.org. She is a life member of NABS and serves on the
Board of Directors.

Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you no longer need, NABS would like to receive it as
a tax-deductible charitable donation.
To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will
have your vehicle, boat, RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it
will be evaluated by experts. A determination will be made regarding what
should be done to maximize its selling price, thereby resulting in
significantly higher value than it might otherwise generate so you
will receive the maximum tax benefit allowable by U.S. law. For
tax purposes you, the donor, will receive a formal Certificate of
Donation complying with all State and Federal requirements for
authenticating your donation to NABS, an IRS 501(c)(3) taxexempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and
other native cavity nesters!
Bluebird | Spring 2018
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You Know You’re A Bluebirder When…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You consider bluebirds the true harbingers of spring. (Forget about robins.)
The first egg of the year always brings a smile to your face.
You watch the bluebird box instead of the boob tube.
You can recognize "your' bluebirds by their looks, song, or behavior. They come when
you call.
You tell houseguests, “Yes, that’s a container of squirming mealworms in the refrigerator.
Why? Is there something wrong with that?”
The wallpaper on your cellphone/laptop/desktop computer is a bluebird photo (probably
by David Kinneer).
You roll your eyes when people refer to Blue Jays as bluebirds.
Your shelves/clothing/walls/car/mailbox/hat have bluebirds on them. (Extra points for a
bluebird tattoo.)
You find the chirp of a House Sparrow worse than fingernails on a chalkboard. You flinch
when you hear it at Home Depot or on TV.
Your shed is overflowing with boxes, poles, and miscellaneous supplies (which you spent
more money on than you care to admit). You always carry a bluebirding toolbox in your
vehicle.
You complain at those stores selling flimsy "craft" nestboxes that cannot be opened for
monitoring or cleaning.
People refer to you as the Bluebird Lady or Bluebird Man.
You can talk for hours about cavity nesters (to the dismay of your partner).
You engage in heated arguments about which style of nestbox is best.
You cringe when driving by a tree-mounted birdhouse with a busted roof and squirrelgnawed entrance hole.
You stop at construction sites and ask to paw through their scrap wood piles.
Your happy place is on the bluebird trail.
Like a mad scientist, you constantly experiment with variations of baffles, heat shields,
sparrow spookers, wren guards, and other contraptions, in an effort to give your
bluebirds their best chance at survival.
You mourn the loss of each egg, baby, or adult. You find you are simultaneously sad and
relieved when nesting season ends.
You anxiously await your quarterly copy of the NABS Bluebird journal, and read it cover
to cover.

Compiled by Bet Zimmerman Smith
(www.Sialis.org) with wonderful
contributions by fellow Facebooking
bluebirders.

Paula Ziebarth helps out at Darlene
Sillick's supply "Barn" in Ohio.

www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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Mohonk Preserve Nestbox Program
Jonathan Ridgeway

Editor's note: The following is a report (edited slightly
from the original) to the New York State Bluebird Society
(NYSBS) board of directors regarding their grant to install
nestboxes at the Mohonk Preserve in cooperation with
the NABS Grants Program. Jonathan Ridgeway (former
NABS president) and his wife, Lynne, visited the site and
filed this report. The Preserve, located about 90 miles north
of New York City, is New York's largest member- and
visitor-supported nature preserve.

Eric that long as well, from a previous professional
nonprofit position he held. The major role he played
on inspection day was to unlock and relock the gates
along our journey and enjoy the glorious environment
and weather with the rest of us.
The presentation Dr. Long gave us was exceptional.
She began by showing us the diorama of the property
in the lobby of the Visitors Center and pointing out
the general areas we were going to tour. One of the
important aspects of what we observed was the
answer to Kevin’s first concern. Yes, they do have a
massive amount of appropriate open habitat. Mohonk
Preserve contains over 8,500 acres harboring more
than 1,400 plant and animal species, including 57 that
are rare or imperiled.

I

n consideration of the proximity of the Mohonk
Preserve, I was asked at the Board of Directors
meeting on 22 September 2017 to inspect the
installation and report on my findings. Prior to the
meeting, Kevin Berner (NYSBS board member and
Grants Committee member) wrote this about the
Preserve:
I know it is a big property, but unless there
are massive amounts of appropriate open
habitat, 100 nest boxes on the site seems like
an overly high box density. My experience
with crowding boxes is that it favors tree
swallows over bluebirds. If they are putting
that many boxes out, I also hope that they
make a commitment to have them regularly
monitored. I wouldn't want to them to
someday become the Mohonk Preserve and
House Sparrow Factory. - Kevin

One of my first concerns upon reading the application
was answered as we made our way to the section
known as Oak Allée. The original proposal would
have spaced the pairs of nestboxes 150 feet from one
another, but after further consideration, the decision
was made to increase the distance to 150 meters.
Another aspect Lynne and I considered significant
was that in addition to the distance, the territories for
each pair appear distinct and separated by hedgerows
or other physical or topographical barriers.
Another topic of Kevin’s came up very soon after.
The last thing Dr. Long wants to foster is a “Mohonk
Preserve and House Sparrow Factory.” The first
several pairs of nestboxes we saw, #43 and 48, etc.,
are located along a roadway where House Sparrows
have been found to be prevalent. She talked about
their continuing efforts to get rid of the pests and how
they came to the conclusion that these few nestboxes

On 25 October 2017, Lynne and I kept our rain
date appointment to meet with Dr. Elizabeth Long,
Director of Conservation Science at the Mohonk
Preserve. Eric Roth, the author of the NYSBS/NABS
grant application, was also with us. For the record,
Lynne and I have been members of the Mohonk
Preserve for more than a decade and we have known
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will probably need to be relocated. She was initially
concerned that they were going to need to reinforce
the opening holes to guard against starlings but it was
found not to be necessary because starlings have not
been a problem. There was no doubt in our minds
that her views regarding nonnative species was
consistent with the views of NABS and NYSBS.

the nestboxes they had installed earlier.
One more of the concerns Kevin mentioned was
about their commitment to have the boxes regularly
monitored. Dr. Long sees the strong Citizen Science
component as an important aspect of their longstanding objectives. They currently engage about
90 volunteers in programs that cover a diverse
array of Citizen Science subjects. She described her
own interaction and observations about the teams
of Citizen Science volunteers, being trained by
Conservation Science staff, who have been assigned
specific nestboxes to monitor. Their Citizen Scientists
learn to safely open each nestbox, determine if it is
occupied, identify the species by the nest, count eggs,
and age nestlings. After 12 days of age, monitoring
continues from a distance. When Research Associates
determine that nestlings are the appropriate age they
are banded following all the usual protocols.

I remarked how well I liked the predator guards on
the face plate of each nestbox. Dr. Long explained that
they have virtually no problem with mammals. They
are finding these guards to be an effective deterrent
against the abundant population of black snakes they
have on the property.
Dr. Long explained that all of the nestboxes were
installed the same day. Since 2013 Mohonk Preserve
has partnered with the San Miguel Academy of
Newburgh and the Nora Cronin Presentation
Academy to provide innovative outdoor STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)-based
educational programming to middle school boys
and girls from low-income minority families from
Newburgh, New York.

As we made our way through the preserve, Dr. Long
explained that the shin-high grass we passed had not
received its final mowing for the season yet because
she wants to give the last remaining pollinators
every opportunity they can get. We saw a number
of monarch butterflies taking advantage of her
consideration.

The boxes were installed by the groups of young
people who had plenty of supervision. A lot of
attention was paid to the orientation of each nestbox,
generally with priorities to avoid the opening of one
nestbox in a pair to face the other, to try to face one
more or less to the east, and to try to face the opening
toward a nearby perch. The use of compasses, tape
measures, and installation tools that each group had
were part of the lessons the kids were learning. Before
the nestboxes were installed, all of the poles were
installed by two men well experienced in the use of
a post pounder, because it was determined not to be
a safe activity for the kids. It is easy to imagine how
excited so many of the kids were when they came
back from lunch and saw bluebirds already surveying

www.nabluebirdsociety.org

Dr. Long made particular mention of a pair of
nestboxes that are not in a particularly good location
to attract bluebirds. Upon closer inspection, it was
clear why the boxes are there. All over the property
in appropriate locations there are particular plant
species worthy of signage. The problem with this
one here is that it looks like it ought to be mowed. By
placing the pair of nestboxes here the mowers know it
is to be avoided.
In sum, Lynne and I feel well assured that the funds
expended for this grant have been and will continue
to be extremely rewarding.
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Bluebirds Nest High in Tree
Tom Boehm

I

n the spring of 2017 I built a nestbox for Downy
Woodpeckers and placed it high in a maple tree in
my yard in suburban Charlottesville, Virgina. The
entrance hole is 1½ inches in diameter and the box
was placed 22 feet above the ground.

the open and close to the ground. When I think about
why they chose the high nestbox over the lower ones
it makes sense. The high box is farther away from
predators like cats and snakes. Can snakes even pick
up their scent if they are that high up in the air?

The Downy Woodpeckers
never found the box or if
they did they didn’t use it to
nest in but the Titmice did.
A pair of Titmice moved in
and successfully raised three
nestlings. After the nestlings
fledged the bluebirds moved
in and built a nest overtop of
the Titmouse nest.
I have several nestboxes in
my yard and they are all the
typical five feet off the ground
except for the woodpecker
box. It took me awhile to
figure out where the bluebirds
were nesting.

The entrance hole is protected
with a metal portal so the
squirrels can’t enlarge the
opening and gain access.
The tree provides shade so
the nestbox was cooler in the
mid-July heat. It also provides
cover from hawks and other
predators. When it came time
for the nestlings to fledge they
didn’t have to make it from the
nestbox to the closest tree—
they were already in a tree.

22 feet

I have a bluebird feeder that
I use year round to feed
mealworms to bluebirds. The
parents were making frequent
trips to the feeder so I knew
they were nesting close by but didn’t think that they
would nest that high up in a tree. Finally, I saw one
of the parents fly to the maple tree so I climbed up
to check out the nestbox. I was surprised to find four
bluebird nestlings about two weeks old.

I’m not suggesting that
everyone should move their
nestboxes high up in trees to
improve the fledgling success
rate. It would make monitoring
of the nestboxes on the
bluebird trails very difficult.

I am impressed with a pair of
bluebirds that chose a nest site that they felt would
give their nestlings the best chance of survival. In this
case, they were right.
Several days later I saw the four fledglings follow the
parents to my bluebird feeder so I knew that all four
had made it.

I always thought bluebirds preferred to nest out in

Flock to NABS on Facebook!

Great friends, great photos, great videos, and great information are all waiting for you
on the NABS Facebook page. Stay connected with NABS members and other bluebird
enthusiasts at www.facebook.com/NorthAmericanBluebirdSociety
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Present-Day Status of the House Sparrow in North
America: How Many Are There and Where Are They?
Bernie Daniel, PhD

often not possible or not practical and in any case they
only deal with one bird at a time. With the possible
exception of placing the nestboxes well outside of
HOSP habitat (i.e., distant from human dwellings),
there is essentially nothing that will guarantee that
a bluebirder will not be greeted some day with a
destroyed bluebird nest and eggs or worse.

Summary
The House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) is not a native
species and prior to its introduction in 1851 was not
found in North America. But approximately half a
century later it was one of the most abundant birds
on the continent. Today, the best scientific evidence
indicates that the House Sparrow (HOSP) population
in North America is decreasing. However, despite
the decreasing population, HOSP are not uniformly
distributed over the continent and there remain “hot
spots” across the landscape where the HOSP remains
populous. This essay presents a brief summary on
the history of the species, current HOSP population
trends and species distribution, and the possible
significance of these trends for bluebirds.

Of course HOSP do not “belong” here. Almost all
bluebirders know the story of how HOSP were
brought to the North America by the Brooklyn
Institute in early 1850s. Less known are the many
subsequent releases of HOSP (in fact more than
100 such releases have been documented) in many
other cities across the continent including places as
disparate as Galveston, Texas, Salt Lake City, Utah,
San Francisco, California, and from cities in Quebec
and Ontario, Canada. As noted, once established,
HOSP populations across the continent increased
dramatically and by the early 1900s they could be
found in great numbers virtually everywhere in the
USA, southern Canada, northern Mexico, and some
Caribbean Islands.

Introduction

Most bluebirders would probably agree that HOSP
are one of the most intractable and unpredictable
problems commonly faced on our nestbox trails.
In fact, of all the threats to bluebirds in a nestbox
perhaps only two, weather and HOSP, are essentially
uncontrollable. We have reliable pole baffles and hole
guards for climbing predators (raccoons, snakes, cats,
etc.), and remedies for infestations (e.g., blow flies,
wasps, nest parasites). But for HOSP, there are almost
no practices that will always protect the nestbox.
Certainly there are counter measures often used with
some success (e.g., “sparrow-resistant” nestboxes,
sparrow “spookers,” or monofilament fishing line),
but none these are certain deterrents. Only trapping
or shooting are “foolproof” methods, but these are
Nick Varvel / flickr.com

By the 1880s many in North America including
private citizens such as farmers, gardeners, home
owners, and groups as diverse as U.S. Department of
Agriculture and the American Ornithologists' Union
were aware of how unfortunate the decision to import
this bird was. The HOSP was labeled a pest and
individuals were encouraged to do what they could
to reduce the numbers of these birds. But the damage
was done.
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Discussion
The total numbers of HOSP on the continent have
long been a matter of interest and speculation. Some
ornithologists believe that the HOSP population
may have been as high as 500 million around the
early parts of the previous century (i.e., 1900–1920s).
However, at that time the data needed for making
good estimates of the avian populations was not
available. In 1943, Wing estimated that the number of
HOSP in North America was about 150 million birds.
But by then there was already strong speculation
that HOSP populations had peaked and might be
decreasing.
www.nabluebirdsociety.org

However the average
numbers of HOSP
1966 to 2015
2005 to 2015
seen per route and the
population trends alone
Number
Confidence
Confidence
Area
do not tell the whole story.
of BBS
Trend
interval
Trend
interval
sampled
It is also important look
routes
(95%)
(95%)
at the HOSP distribution
North America
3,804
−3.61
−3.82 to −3.45
−3.05
−3.44 to −2.62
or to know exactly
United States
3,181
−3.54
−3.76 to −3.36
−2.8
−3.21 to −2.35
where on the continent
Canada
623
−4.2
−4.63 to −3.78
−5.05
−6.33 to −3.86
that HOSP numbers are
Trends are the average rates of population change per year over the time period, and within the area
changing and also how
indicated—a negative trend means the population is decreasing.
they are changing. The
BBS program also imports
the survey data into a geographic information system
In 1966, the North American Breeding Bird Survey
so that it can determine what the HOSP populations
(BBS) was started and for the first time much of the
are doing in specific regions (e.g., the eastern states,
guesswork about bird populations on the continent
the prairie regions, or even the individual states or
was eliminated and replaced with scientifically
provinces). When these computations are plotted
supported estimates. The BBS collects data every
on a map it shows that HOSP are not uniformly
breeding season (typically June) from approximately
distributed across the North American landscape (see
4,000 “monitoring routes” that are distributed
Figure 2).
across North America. The data from all of the BBS

Table 1. Populations trends for HOSP based on BBS Surveys.

routes is collected and analyzed using sophisticated,
statistically supported models in order to compute
the distribution and abundance of each bird species.
The BBS program is now the largest database on
vertebrate animals in the world. We are fortunate to
have it.

On the map in Figure 2 the reddish brown areas are
places where the BBS surveyors are still detecting,
on average, over 100 HOSP on each route. The dark
red areas show places where between 30 and 100
birds were detected per route, and the lighter red and
pink represents places where 10 or fewer HOSP (on
average) were observed on the routes respectively.

So what does the BBS analysis show for the HOSP
populations? For starters it shows that every year
since the survey started, in 1966, the population of
HOSP in North America has been decreasing at a
rate of 3.6% per year. The average rate of decline is
slightly higher in Canada and slightly lower in the
USA (see Table 1).

One very important fact for bluebirders can be
gleaned from this map. That is that there are still large
sections of North America where more than 10 HOSP
(on average) per route are observed. On the map it is
apparent that HOSP populations are relatively high
(30 to 100+ observed per route) in areas such as the
US Midwest. In contrast, many southeastern states
Average number of HOSP per route

Looking at trends over a more recent time interval
(2005–2015) the continental rates of HOSP population
decline are slightly less with an average decrease of
3.1% per year across the continent (USA decline of
2.8% and Canada 5.1%; see Table 1.).
Figure 1 gives a plot of the average number of HOSP
seen on per route from 1966, when the BBS started, to
2015. In 1966, the BBS surveyors were observing an
average of about 115 HOSP per route. Of course, this
means some routes in 1966 were seeing significantly
more than 115 HOSP per route while others were
seeing far fewer. However by 2015, 49 years later, the
average number of HOSP seen per route had dropped
to about 17 or an average decrease of 85% in HOSP
numbers detected per route over the period.

www.nabluebirdsociety.org

Survey area: North America

Year

Figure 1. Plot of the average number of HOSP observed
per BBS route.
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estimate of 150 million birds in 1943, we can calculate
the current HOSP population is about 98 million
birds. Another estimate made by the Partners In Flight
program suggests there are approximately 82 million
HOSP in North America. These two estimates are in
fair enough agreement so perhaps we can reasonably
assume that today we have between 80 and 100
million HOSP to contend with on the continent.
Unfortunately, that is still a large number but on the
good side it is also probably much improved from the
early 1900s.
It is also worth asking how do the numbers of HOSP
compare to the number of bluebirds? The Partners
In Flight program calculates that there are a total of
about 35 million bluebirds (22 million EABL; 7 million
WEBL, and 5 million MOBL) in North America. So on
average, across North America, we can assume there
are about 3 or 4 HOSP for every bluebird. However,
for parts of North America, like the Midwestern
states, that ratio could be much high in favor of the
HOSP and perhaps 30 to 40+ sparrows per bluebird
would be possible. Finally, another unfortunate
observation from this examination is the realization
that HOSP are often found at the higher number in
areas of the continent that are very suitable for setting
up a bluebird trails.

Figure 2. The distribution of HOSP across North America
based on the results from BBS surveys, 2011–2015. A
darker red color indicates a greater density of HOSP
observed. The gray areas are parts of the continent not
surveyed in the BBS.
represent areas where on average only 3–10 HOSP
are detected on each route. Likewise, it is easy to see
that there are other parts of the continent with similar
higher or lower local populations of HOSP.

It would be useful to know it the HOSP population
trends were different in the areas where they were
still more numerous (e.g., the Midwest) compared
to areas where their numbers are much smaller
(e.g., Southeast). Table 2 compares the population Table 2. HOSP Population trends based on BBS. Trends are for
the average population changes per year in the state indicated.
trends in these two parts of the continent using
BBS data for 15 US states.
Average
number
1966–
2005–
It is clear from Table 2 that the rate of decline
Number
2015
2015
HOSP per
for the HOSP populations in the eight
State
of routes trend
trend
route
Midwestern states (with an average of 236
Iowa
38
-2.52
-1.94
338
HOSP detected per route) is noticeably less
Illinois
102
-4.21
-4.36
541
than in the seven Southeastern states (with
an average of 26 HOSP detected per route).
Indiana
63
-3.78
-3.63
356
The rate of HOSP population decline over the
Michigan
84
-2.97
-3.07
81
latest time period shown (2005–2015) on the
Minnesota
72
-4.08
-4.29
84
chart ranges from 4.4 to 8.6% per year in the
Missouri
84
-5.49
-3.21
149
Southeastern states but only 1.5 to 4.4% per
Wisconsin
91
-2.48
-1.49
148
year in the Midwestern states..
Ohio
78
-2.84
-2.68
328
An important question is: What do these HOSP
distribution patterns and population trends
Alabama
88
-6.85
-8.58
32
mean for bluebirds and bluebirding? First, the
Florida
83
-7.08
-8.25
6
overall trend across the continent is down and
Georgia
79
-6.23
-4.42
15
certainly fewer HOSP are always better than
Louisiana
85
-4.23
-3.7
51
more. That said, the numbers of HOSP are still
very high compared to bluebirds over most of
Mississippi
47
-4.67
-4.98
18
North America. Using the annual population
North Carolina
86
-4.56
-4.49
45
loss shown by the BBS data (−3.6%) and Wing’s
South Carolina
37
-6.79
-7.18
15
Bluebird | Spring 2018

24

www.nabluebirdsociety.org

Conclusions

References

Barrows, W.B. 1889. The English sparrow (Passer
domesticus) in North America, especially in its relation
to agriculture. U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Division of Economic Ornithology and Mammalogy
Bulletin 1:1–606.
Dunn, R. 2012. The story of the most common bird in
the world. Smithsonian Magazine. https://www.
smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-story-of-themost-common-bird-in-the-world-113046500/
Jernelöv, A. 2017. House Sparrow in North America. Pp.
55–71 in The Long-term Fate of Invasive Species.
Springer International Publishing, New York, NY.
North American Breeding Bird Survey. 2018. Results/
Analysis 1966–2015. https://www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov/
bbs/bbs.html
Partners in Fight. 2018. Population estimates database.
http://pif.birdconservancy.org/PopEstimates/Database.
aspx.
Robbins, C.S. 1973. Introduction, spread and present
abundance of the House Sparrow in North America.
Ornithological Monographs 14:3–9.
Wing, L. 1943. Spread of the starling and English sparrow.
The Auk 60:74–87.

This article has dealt with the status of HOSP and the
changes in their population and distribution across
North America. It appears we can conclude that (1)
HOSP numbers are decreasing across the continent in
general; (2) this decrease is not uniformly distributed
over the landscape, i.e., the population decrease is
slower in some parts; (3) not unexpectedly, areas with
the slowest decline in HOSP numbers still present the
biggest challenge for bluebirds and bluebirding; (4)
HOSP are probably still present in numbers from 4 to
40 times greater than bluebirds (location dependent).
A follow-up article discussing the reasons for the
decline in HOSP, why their populations are so much
higher in some parts of the continent; and what,
if anything, we can do to hasten those declines is
planned.
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Corporations, Small Businesses, and
Organizations Supporting NABS
Corporation									City		State
BBC Celadon									Beaufort
SC
Birds Choice									Chilton
WI
Jefferson City MO
Bird-I-View									
Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, Passenger/Light Truck Plant
Graniteville SC
Bridgestone Off Road Tire Plant						
Trenton
SC
Plainfield
CT
Droll Yankee, Inc.								
Fripp Island Resort								Fripp Island SC
Lansing
MI
General Motors								
Nottawa Gas & Wild Bird Supply						
Nottawa
MI
Songbird Essentials								Mexico		MO
Stable View Farm								Aiken		SC
Wild Birds Unlimited								Asheville
NC
Wild Birds Unlimited								Surfside Beach SC
Woodside Plantation, LP							Aiken		SC

Small Business & Organization						City

State/Province

Audubon Society of Greater Denver						
Littleton
CO
Ayr Hill Garden Club								
Vienna		
VA
Camellia Garden Club							
Atlanta		
GA
Cape Cod Bird Club								South Dennis MA
Cherry Brook Garden Club							
Canton		
CT
City of Beaver Dam WI Senior Center					
Beaver Dam WI
Cowichan Valley Naturalist’s Society						
Duncan
BC
Enterprises of Garden Gate							
Bethlehem
PA
Forest Resources AGResearch & Ed Center, University of Tennessee
Oak Ridge
TN
Friends of Warner Park Nature Center					
Nashville
TN
Hollins University								Roanoke
VA
INVISTA									Camden
SC
Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation						
Jackson
WY
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society						Rayville
LA
Mid-Coast Audubon Society							
Damariscotta ME
Mountain Bluebird Trails							Ronan		MT
Naturally Fripp Community Wildlife Habitat				
Fripp Island SC
Potawatomi Audubon Society						LaPorte
IN
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project						
Sherwood
OR
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society						Cupertino
CA
SUNY Cobleskill								
Cobleskill
NY
Tamplin & Company								
Louisville
KY
Wesley United Methodist Church						
Charlotte
NC
Wild Bird Seeds & Such							Brielle		NJ
Wild Birds Unlimited								
Little Rock
AR
Wild Birds Unlimited								
Galena		
IL
Wild Birds Unlimited								High Point
NC
Wild Birds Unlimited								Charleston
SC
Wild Birds Unlimited								Memphis
TN
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On these two pages we present the new NABS membership flyer. At 8½ by 14 inches it's larger than the old version. It's so big we had to shrink
it down a bit to get it to fit on these pages of Bluebird. It's an eight-panel brochure, with the two pages you see here printed back-to-back, folded
so that the panel featuring the NABS logo is the first panel, and the membership form is the last panel. In between is a lot of good information
and photos to entice prospective new members to join. The flyer will be available on the NABS website as a PDF or from NABS or your Affiliate
organization as hard copy. Get a bunch to hand out at your next event!

New NABS Flyer

www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society
The North American Bluebird Society serves as
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management,
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other
native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state,
provincial, and regional bluebird organizations to
become NABS Affiliates in a confederation of equals
working together in a partnership in international
bluebird conservation. No cost is associated with
affiliating with NABS. Your affiliated organization
will be listed on the NABS website and in Bluebird.
If your organization has a newsletter, please
forward a copy to our headquarters. To find out
more about becoming a NABS Affiliate, read our
Affiliate Letter. Notice: If you are listed below,
please check listing to see if it is current. If not,
please send correct information to Kevin Corwin at
KCorwin@nabluebirdsociety.org.
Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59th Ave.
Olds, Alberta T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-944-1155
rreist56@gmail.com
Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
P.O. Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477
403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca
Mountain Bluebird Trails
Conservation Society
Joe Michielsen
2123 22nd Street
Coaldale, AB T1M-1H6 – CANADA
403-345-4777
joe.michielsen@hotmail.com
www.bluebirdtrails.org
Arizona
Tucson Audubon Society
Jonathan Horst
300 E. University Blvd. #120
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-971-6238
jhorst@tucsonaudubon.org
www.tucsonaudubon.org
Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Leon Wehmeyer
15 Banff Lane
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-855-1642
lwehm@sbcglobal.net
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Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart Smith
#2 Up and Down Lane
Paget DV 03, Bermuda
441-777-9856
smitty@ibl.bm
www.bermudabluebirdsociety.com
British Columbia
Bring Back the Bluebirds Project
Cowichan Valley Naturalists' Society
Genevieve Singleton
6015 Mary St.
Duncan, BC V9L 2G5 - CANADA
250-746-8052
twinflower4@gmail.com
www.cowichanbluebird.ca

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720-482-8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
303-973-1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Faith Jones
763 Mallard Dr.
Sanford, FL 32771
407-415-0705
floridabluebirdsociety@gmail.com
Southern Interior Bluebird Trail Society www.floridabluebirdsociety.org
Ray Town
P.O. Box 277
Tampa Audubon Society
Logan Lake, BC V0K 1W0 - CANADA Mary Miller
P.O. Box 320025
250-523-9474
Tampa, FL 33079
info@bcbluebirds.org
813-951-8145
www.bcbluebirds.org
limpkin1945@verizon.net
www.tampaaudubon.org
California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Georgia
Dick Blaine
Bluebird Hollow Farm
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA 95014
Ray & Charlotte Burnfin
408-257-6410
3400 Bronco Road
dick@theblaines.net
LaFayette, GA 30728
www.cbrp.org
706-638-5906
ray@bluebirdhollowfarm.com
Southern California Bluebird Club
http://bluebirdhollowfarm.com
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
joann1@socal.rr.com
www.socalbluebirds.org
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Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Pam Conley
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
Pam_Conley@q.com
www.GoldenEagleAudubon.org

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
M. Huber
3970 W. County Road 100 S.
Danville, IN 46122
317-745-3317
70mlbh@gmail.com
www.hendricksbluebirdsociety.com

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67 Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431
fowest@custertel.net

Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
P.O. Box 134
Rensselaer, IN 47978-0134
219-866-3081
ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Illinois
Bond County Bluebird Society
James E. Wilson, D. Mus
502 Shannon Drive
Greenville, IL 62246-1359
618-664-1045
w.j.wilson@sbcglobal.net
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Paul or Janice Thode
2420 County Road 0 North
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3050
janice_thode@yahoo.com
Northwest Illinois BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-2661
Kiritemoa35@gmail.com
www.jdcf.org/guardians
Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org
Indiana
Bluebird Team SMG, Sunnyside
Master Gardeners
Ray Weatherholt
1180 Nance Lane
Lanesville, IN 47136
812-725-2009
r.weatherholt@twc.com
Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
2634 Scarce O Fat Ridge Rd.
Nashville, IN 47448
812-200-5700
360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

www.nabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579
jaclynhill@netins.net
Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Chris Parks
P.O. Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712-520-2103 cell
chparks@gmail.com
Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134
jcmwalt@infionline.net
Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-426-7500
philip.tamplin@gmail.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs
Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
356 Lord Road
Oak Ridge, LA 71264
sherylbassi@hughes.net
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
John Weinrich
P.O. Box 548
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2930
jweinrich@roadrunner.com
www.midcoastaudubon.org
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Manitoba
Friends of the Bluebirds
Herb Goulden
3407 Rosser Ave.
Brandon, MB R7B 2P9 - CANADA
204-728-8370
ggoulden@mts.net
www.mbbluebirds.org/
Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Kathy Kremnitzer
19305 Deer Path
Knoxville, MD 21758
301-676-9371
griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org
Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Rochelle Rook
P.O. Box 15249
Lansing, MI 48901
517-580-7364
rrooke@michiganaudubon.org
www.michiganaudubon.org
Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
P.O. Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org
Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
Carrol Johnson
507-664-9433
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org
Missouri
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473
steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org
Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Lisa Rakich
P.O. Box 794
Ronan, MT 59864
406-925-0025
president@mountainbluebirdtrails.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com
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Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Steve Eno
2500 W. James Dr.
Raymond, NE 68428
402-783-3011
info@bbne.org
www.bbne.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
Mike Watson
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-466-6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Allen C. Jackson
37 Porreca Drive
Millville, NJ 08332
856-327-4861
609-805-4073 (cell)
aljaxn@aol.com
www.njbluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Brad Williams
17629 E. 120th St
Collinsville, OK 74021
918-704-6191
ChefBadBrad@icloud.com

New York
Bronx River - Sound Shore Audubon
Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531
www.brssaudubon.org
Michael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-242-1260
info@mknhp.org
NY State Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 W. Richmondville Rd
Richmondville, NY 12149
518-294-7196
bernerkl@gmail.com
www.nysbs.org
Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com
North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ken Kernodle
3102 Doubleday Place
Durham, NC 27705
919-489-0095
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org
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Ontario
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge, ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-572-3633
billreadsbooks@gmail.com
www.oebs.ca
Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Lisa Fratianni
P.O. Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
503-816-1837
lisafratianni@comcast.net
www.prescottbluebird.com
Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Dean Rust
253 Brook Farms Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
JULY7DS@aol.com
www.thebsp.org
Purple Martin Conservation Assoc.
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org
South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Mike DeBruhl
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-641-2092
cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

32

Tennessee
Tennessee Bluebird Society
Chuck Cruickshank
133 Chanusi Way
Loudon, TN 37774
612-760-4193
chuck.cruickshank@gmail.com
tnsialia@gmail.com
www.tnbluebirdsociety.org
Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
P.O. Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Laura McDonald
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org
Virginia Bluebird Society
Cathy Hindman
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
703-470-7425
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org
West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Kristin Alexander
P.O. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-676-3397
Kristin@potomacaudubon.org
www.potomacaudubon.org
Wisconsin
Bluebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
815 Sky Ridge Dr.
Madison, WI 53719
608-239-0791
birdsready@gmail.com
www.braw.org
Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
9320 Wicks Rd.
Gratiot, WI 53541
608-922-2473
bluebirdhouse.org@gmail.com
www.bluebirdhouse.org
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A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution
Gold Level (at least $2,500)
Lordi Marker Family Foundation
Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Vicky Larkin

Bronze Level (at least $500)

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)
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Renew Today! Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!

Please be sure to include your NABS membership ID number on all renewals (your ID number is on your address label)
Date _________________
o New Membership o Renewal o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________ for:
Please circle one: 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years 4 Years		
Name: __________________________________________
Please check membership type below and multiply that
$ amount by the number of years circled for membership
Address: ________________________________________
payment due. Add any donation amount for total amount due.
			Household
Single Person
City: ____________________________________________
Subscribing		
o $30		
o $20
Supporting		 o $50		
o $40
State / Province: ______ ZIP: ______________________
Contributing		
o $85		
o $75
Guardian		
o $110		
o $100
Phone: __________________________________________
Life					o $500
Organization		
o $50
Email: __________________________________________
Corporation		
o $125
A+ 			
o $15 (one year, one-time introductory
Membership number: _____________________________
membership offer for Affiliate members only)
Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________
Additional Donation
Where did you learn about NABS? __________________
o $10 o $25 o Other __________
o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa o MasterCard
Card #__________________________________
3 digit security code on reverse side: ______________
Expire: ________ Signature: ______________________________
Total amount paid/charged to credit card: __________________

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.
Payment must be in U.S. funds.
Mail to: N
 ABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844,

Bloomington IN 47407

An online membership form with payment through
PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org

