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Special Note to our Affiliates
about NABS Grants

NABS has been funding scientific research grants 
from our revenues, including the Zeleny Fund, 

for many years. These research grants are an important part of 
our bluebird restoration program. Typically scientific grants 
have been awarded to groups or individuals at Colleges and 
Universities who are working on the ecology and biology of 
bluebirds or other cavity-nesting species. NABS will continue to 
fund these types of grants.

However, the NABS By-Laws, specifically Article X, Section 
6, state that Zeleny funds may also be used to fund grants for 
educational and conservation projects that support bluebirds 
and native cavity-nesting species (grants may also be awarded in 
other areas which further the purpose and mission of NABS as 
determined by the Board).

Suitable conservation projects might include various “applied 
research” studies (e.g., projects that evaluate the advantage 
of one type of nestbox design over another or that compare 
the effectiveness of different predator guards, pole mounts, 
or entrance holes). Another conservation project might be to 
compare/evaluate the utility of certain nestbox trail stratagems 
(e.g., pairing) in developing the most effective ways to provide 
nest opportunities for bluebirds along with competing species 
(e.g., Tree Swallows). Of course, such applied projects would 
need to be presented with proper attention given to the design, 
power, and analysis so that the results could be presented with 
definitive conclusions. As with all NABS grants a final report 
would be expected.

Likewise, an educational grant might take many approaches such 
as the development of a program or media materials designed 
for teaching preschool children about bluebirds or other cavity-
nesting species. 

The format for submitting grant applications is outlined on page 
__ of this issue. If any Affiliate organization or member has an 
idea that they think might be appropriately supported by a 
NABS grant please consider this program. If uncertain about the 
appropriateness of a potential project please contact NABS via 
email (info@nabluebirdsociety.org) to inquire about it.
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When you read this column the “new” nesting 
season will be at least half completed! 
We are getting some encouraging reports 

of strong production from many locations. On the 
negative side we have also heard many complaints 
about the troublesome and sometimes deadly effects 
of April–May cold periods over many sections in the 
central and northeastern parts of the USA. And what 
about the Northwest you ask? NABS Director Del 
Straub from Montana reported this on May 18th: “We 
have had a lot of cold rain with 4 inches of snow on 
the ground today and it is snowing hard tonight.” 

No doubt similar issues are being faced by 
bluebirders in Canada as well. These cold/wet/snow 
spells have caused many nests to fail as insects were 
not available and incubations were not successful. We 
hope it will all balance out to the plus side in the end. 
These reports of the “ups and downs” from the field 
show us again how unpredictable nature is for wild 
birds. As well, we see yet again how important the 
work you do each nesting season is to maintaining 
healthy growing populations of bluebirds as well as 
other native cavity nesters.

In the spring issue I told you about our first NABS 
Development Conference held last February in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. I also outlined many of 
plans we have proposed to revitalize NABS in the 
coming years. One of the proposed projects from 
our Conference was the desire to develop better 
and more meaningful relations with our 61 Affiliate 
organizations. Accordingly, one of the first projects 
in this new effort is to conduct a survey (via phone) 
with each of our Affiliates to learn more about 
them. We are hoping to collect a profile for each 
Affiliate including such things as the history, size, 
organizational structure, and regular and special 
activities of each Affiliate. We also want to know 
about needs and issues that each organization has. 
With that information we might be able to understand 
how NABS might work effectively and cooperatively 
with the Affiliates both collectively, as well as on a 
case-by-case basis. In the end, we want to efficiently 
share our common mission of supporting bluebirds 
and other native cavity-nesting species. We expect to 
have our survey completed in July and then compiled 
and analyzed a month or two thereafter. Hopeful the 
results of this initial project will be available for the 
Fall issue of Bluebird.

In conducting some of the Affiliate telephone surveys 
we have been impressed with the diversity, history, 
and scope of programs and activities in many of 
these organizations. Much great work and many fine 
projects (e.g., research and educational conferences) 
are being performed by our Affiliates. These stories 
should be shared. It strikes me that it would be 
wonderful if each Affiliate would consider putting 
together an article on their organization. These 
stories, which might cover some of the history as 
well as the current activities of the organizations, 
could be published in Bluebird. I feel certain that often 
good ideas presented by one Affiliate might just be 
something that would benefit another Affiliate or 
NABS itself.

For those Affiliates who might be interested in doing 
a story on their activates for publication in Bluebird 
please contact NABS either by telephone, email or 
postal service and we will get back with you to help 
coordinate the effort.

Let me again wish everyone a successful conclusion to 
the 2017 nesting season!

– Bernie

From the President
Bernie Daniel

Bernie Daniel with one of his Ohiowood boxes.
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

Hopefully, you’re enjoying a productive summer of bluebird activity. As I write this, we’re “enjoying” 
our third day of triple-digit temperatures here in the Desert Southwest. Oh, sure, it’s a dry heat, 
with no humidity, but as Johnny Carson used to say about Southern California weather, “There’s no 

humidity in my oven, either, but it still gets darned hot!”

Lots of important information in this issue about NABS as an organization—annual members’ meeting, 
finances, elections. These topics are every bit as important to bluebird conservation as are how-to articles or 
other information that you find within these pages. Please take the time to participate and be an active member 
of NABS. Cavity nesters need a vibrant, growing organization to ensure their future!

My thanks to Greg Beavers, Terry McGrath, Patrick Ready (Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin), Jim 
Semelroth (California Bluebird Recovery Program), and all of the writers and photographers who contributed 
material to this issue, and to the sponsors and advertisers. And a special thank-you to the members of NABS, 
for their hard work and dedication to conservation of bluebirds and other cavity nesters.

As always, please send any photos, articles, or ideas to me at NABSeditor@gmail.com or 5405 Villa View Dr., 
Farmington, NM 87402.
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NABS Notices

A Carolina Chickadee made this unusual 
nest in a bluebird box on one of our trails 

in Aiken, South Carolina. The chickadee laid 
four eggs in the cup on the left. Right after two 
of the eggs hatched the second nest cup on the 
right appeared with two eggs. These eggs never 
hatched and two birds fledged from the first 
nest.

I never saw more than one female leave the 
nestbox so I am not sure if the same female laid 
the eggs in both nests or if a second female was 
present. There are always surprises awaiting 
trail monitors.

Have You Ever???
Ron Brenneman

In compliance with Article XIX of the NABS Bylaws 
(Adopted October 5, 2012) members are hereby 
notified of the Board’s intention to hold the NABS 
Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting will be held via 
teleconference call on Monday, September 18, 2017, at 
8:30 pm Eastern Standard Daylight Saving time.

All current members are invited to participate in 
the meeting via phone. The meeting will be called 
to order by NABS President Bernie Daniel and will 
proceed to the first order of business, which will be 
the announcement of the results of the annual Board 
of Directors election and then to entertain a motion 
to certify the results by voice vote of all members on 
the call. Though unlikely to occur a “show of hands” 
vote will be used if necessary. (Note the results of 
the annual election are determined from a tally of the 
official ballots that are inserted in this issue of Bluebird 
and which have been returned to NABS signed and 
postmarked before the close of the voting period 
August 15, 2017).

The second item of business will be a presentation 
of the NABS Financial Statement by Treasurer Jim 
Engelbrecht. This document is also published in this 
issue of Bluebird and on the NABS website. If any 
questions about the report Jim will address them.

The third item of business will be to answer any 
questions that have been submitted to NABS before 
September 4, 2017. Bernie or the Board will try to 
answer questions submitted.

The Annual Meeting will then be adjourned.

How do I join in the Annual Meeting?

To join the Annual Meeting teleconference call dial in 
to 712-770-4124—this will start a recording which will 
prompt you to enter the conference call login code. 
For this press 525322# (you must include the pound 
key) and you will be logged into the call. Because 
there may be a large number of members calling in, 
it is suggested you begin to log in at around 8:20 pm 
(Eastern Daylight Saving time). The call will start at 
8:30 pm sharp but you can call in after the call starts 
as well—there is no lock-out feature.

Again if you have any questions prior to the call, 
please send them by September 4th in order that we 
can move the meeting along. Contact Bernie via email 
with questions: president@nabluebirdsociety.org. 

Apology. Recall last year we had the wrong call-in 
information listed! That problem will not occur this 
year!!

Notice to NABS Members of the Annual Meeting 
Monday, September 18, 2017 at 8:30 pm Eastern Daylight Saving Time
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North American Bluebird Society
Statement of Financial Position

As of April 30, 2017 

ASSETS 
Current Assets Checking/Savings 
General Operating Accounts:
Union Savings bank    $46,837
PayPal      $  1,254
Community Bank    $16,794
Total      $64,885

Zeleny
Union Savings Bank    $156,950
Total      $156,950

Checking/Savings Total   $221,835

ASSETS TOTAL    $221,835

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Permanently Restricted Net Assets  $100,000 
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  $  56,950
Unrestricted Net Assets    $  60,326
Net Income (Jan – Apr 2017)   $    4,559
Total Equity      $221,835

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $221,835

NABS Notices

Just a quick note about NABS memberships. Our Second Vice President, Jim Burke, is also NABS membership 
chairman. He has noticed that some members renew their NABS membership for one year at a time—year 

after year. This is a perfectly fine way to handle your membership. However, we just want to point out, to 
those who might not have considered it, that it is a lot less work and no more expensive to use the multiyear 
membership renewal option. All you do is check a box. You can easily renew for 2, 3, or 4 years. Using this 
option makes life easier for everyone.

In addition, are you perhaps a person who is always looking for something nice and unusual to give as a 
special gift? Perhaps you need a gift for a birthday or Christmas or some other occasion? If so we have a great 
solution for you. Why not give a NABS membership? Again it is a very easy thing to do. Just check a box on 
the application form and provide the proper mailing information. The lucky individual will receive a NABS 
membership, a set of Fact Sheets and of course four great issues of Bluebird. This is a gift they will remember 
the whole year. Of course we let them know that it is from you!

Some Thoughts on NABS Memberships
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Per our bylaws NABS holds a yearly election of 
our Board members The election runs from June 

15th to August 15th and ballots can be submitted 
during that time.

Who can vote? Members in good standing as of May 
15th shall be eligible to vote in the Annual Election. 
(NABS bylaws Article XVII.4)

How to vote? Please locate the two self-addressed 
(not franked) post cards inserted in your Summer 
(this) copy of Bluebird. It you have an individual 
membership you are entitled to one vote (mail in one 
ballot). If you have a “family” membership you are 
allowed to mail in both ballots. To be counted your 
ballot must be signed and dated.

The Director nominations closed on May 15th 
and the following slate was submitted by the 
Nominations chair and approved by the Board of 
Directors. To comply with NABS bylaws, the slate 
was posted on the NABS website (by June 15th) and 
printed in this, the Summer issue of Bluebird.

Short biographies of the five candidates (alphabetical 
order) standing for a three-year term and making up 
the Class of 2020 are included below:

Jim Burke is a co-founder and past president of 
the South Carolina Bluebird Society. He was the 
Chairman of the planning committee for NABS 
2013 in Aiken, South Carolina. Jim has been a 
NABS board member since 2012; he currently 
serves as the Second Vice President of Community 
Relations and as Chairman of the NABS 
Membership Committee.

Kevin Corwin is a retired computer scientist who 
lives in Centennial, a suburb of Denver, Colorado.  
He became involved with bluebirds in 2003 when 
he helped establish the Colorado Bluebird Project 
under the auspices of the Audubon Society of 
Greater Denver and made it a NABS Affiliate. 
He also participates in monitoring a trail of 44 
nestboxes about 30 miles south of Denver. He is 
a volunteer Naturalist at Roxborough State Park 
near Denver, a Senior Docent with the Raptor 
Education Foundation, a participant in the North 
American Breeding Bird Survey for the USGS, and 
he has several other volunteer activities to keep 
him busy.  Kevin is a NABS Director.

Kathy Kremnitzer is a retired educator and has 
been a bluebird landlord for 30 years after her 
father built some nestboxes for her birthday. 
She currently monitors 80 boxes each week in 
Frederick and Washington Counties in Maryland, 
and is a part of the four-person monitoring team 
for the Antietam National Battlefield bluebird 
trail’s 100 nestboxes in Sharpsburg. She is the 
immediate past president of the Maryland 
Bluebird Society, of which she is a Life member, 
and serves as County Coordinator for Frederick 
County. Kathy has been a NABS board member 
since 2009 and has served as Secretary since 2011. 
She is as an administrator for both the NABS and 
Maryland Bluebird Society Facebook pages and 
responds to many requests for information and 
assistance, especially during nesting season. Kathy 
lives in Knoxville, Maryland, with her husband 
and loves to spend as much time as possible with 
her children and her three grandsons.

Sky Rector Schuyler was born and raised in 
Wisconsin and for the last 50 years has resided 
with his wife Diana in Atlanta, Georgia. Over the 
years he has been actively involved in several 
neighborhood organizations whose purpose 
is to preserve and protect the community. His 
favorite pastimes are bridge, golf, gardening, and 
woodworking. His fondness for bluebirds goes 
back about 15 years. He has built and installed 
over 200 Peterson nestboxes and monitors a 
bluebird trail of 20 nestboxes. He is life member 
of NABS, actively seeking new members, and he 
builds nestboxes at cost for those willing to make a 
donation to NABS.

 
Del Straub is a resident of Gallatin Gateway, located 

in south central Montana, and is a licensed bird 
bander and a member and Director of Mountain 
Bluebird Trails, a NABS Affiliate and also a NABS 
Director. Del has managed a 90-nestbox trail in 
Montana for nearly a decade. He specializes in 
organizational financial management of 501.c.3 
tax-exempt nonprofits and is also involved in 
long-tern citizen science projects in his area.

NABS bylaws are found at: www.nabluebirdsociety.
org/Board/boardofdirectors.htm

Notice to Members:  NABS Director’s Election 2017
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To be considered for funding from the NABS research grant program, please prepare a proposal packet that 
includes all of the items listed below. 

1. Cover letter
2. Grant proposal (required content):

A. Project Title
B. Name, contact information (phone, email, mailing address), and affiliation of applicant
C. Introduction
D. Project Motivation (e.g., what question(s) will this research project answer, what theory is being 

tested, or what are the expected results?)
i. Anticipated benefit as it relates to the mission of NABS

E. Research Protocol
i. Methods
ii. Cavity-nesting species of interest
iii. Study location
iv. Any permits required
v. Timeline
vi. Literature Cited 

F. Detailed budget, including other funding sources and the amount requested from NABS. 
3. Letters of support (2 for students, 1 letter of recommendation for other applicants)
4. Curriculum vitae

NOTES:
• The proposal must be submitted by November 1, 2017, via email to: bdaniel@cinci.rr.com.

• All items must be combined into a single pdf document. (Free conversion software is available 
online at www.cutepdf.com)  If you do not have access to software to create a pdf, a single Word 
document is acceptable. In either case, your last name should appear at the top right corner of each 
page, and each page should be numbered at the bottom center. 

• Please restrict the file to a maximum of 10 pages.

• Projects to create or maintain a bluebird trail are not eligible for NABS research grants unless they 
are being established for research purposes and will be either adopted by a monitor or removed 
after the research has been completed.

• Grant recipients are expected to submit a report summarizing project results within 3 months of 
project completion.

"Conservation is a cause that has no end. There is no point at which we will say 
our work is finished."    
        - Rachel Carson

Instructions for NABS Research Grant Application
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Purple Martins are greatly enjoyed by the martin 
landlords who host them. From their acrobatic 
flights to their brilliant plumage and unique 

calls they put on a great show at their breeding 
colonies. Purple Martins are part of a group of birds 
called aerial insectivores, birds that catch insects 
while in flight. As a group, aerial insectivores are 
declining faster than any other passerine species 
(Nebel et al. 2010). From various scientific, citizen 
science, and anecdotal evidence we have learned a 
great deal about Purple Martins, but where they feed 
and what they feed on at the breeding grounds has 
remained a puzzle. Since breeding is energetically 
expensive, it is important to understand how martins 
are foraging and what they are consuming during this 
time.

The prey items that adult martins feed to nestlings 
have received some research attention; results so far 
show that it varies from place to place (Tarof and 
Brown 2013). For example, in Manitoba, Canada, 
the dominant prey items fed to nestlings were 
dragonflies and damselflies (Jones et al. in prep.), 
while in Texas, USA, it was invasive fire ants (Helms 
et al. 2016). However, studying the foraging patterns 
(i.e., where they forage) of adult Purple Martins has 
been difficult as birds move quickly out of sight and 
cannot be observed as they travel from breeding 
colonies on foraging trips. However, this is important 
to determine because it can tell us how much space 

martins require to support their breeding, and if 
current protected spaces encapsulate their foraging 
trips.

Purple Martins commonly forage at altitudes of 
150 m (490 ft; Johnston and Hardy 1962) above the 
ground and have been detected up to 4,000 m (13,125 
ft; Bridge et al. 2014) above the ground using radar. 
The foraging altitude and range make visual field 
observation extremely difficult and time consuming 
so we have little information on foraging habitat and 
the distance traveled while foraging (Tarof and Brown 
2013). Foraging altitude has been studied in a number 
of ways including the recent use of new altitude 
loggers (Helms et al. 2016) and more commonly by 
using weather radar (Bridge et al. 2014). However, 
the horizontal distance traveled between martin 
breeding colonies and foraging locations has been 
less studied. The Avian Behaviour and Conservation 
Lab at the University of Manitoba took advantage of 
newly miniaturized GPS (Global Positioning System) 
technology to examine where on the landscape Purple 
Martins are foraging and what habitat types are used 
most often. We deployed GPS tags on martins using 
leg-loop, backpack-style harnesses in order to track 
their location remotely while foraging, eliminating 
the need to try and observe martin foraging locations. 
The GPS units have an accuracy of 10 m (33 ft) and 
were left on the birds for 48–72 hours. The units 
were deployed at colonies in and around Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. The goal of this study was to provide a 
better picture of how far martins travel to capture 
prey to feed themselves and their nestlings. This 
information could improve our understanding of how 
habitat conservation for martins can best protect areas 
that are useful to foraging birds at their breeding 
colonies.

We recovered three GPS units, two of which had 
recorded multiple locations, including multiple 
trips from the breeding colony. These two GPS units 
were deployed at Oak Hammock Marsh Wildlife 
Management Area and Interpretive Center, just north 
of Winnipeg. This area includes a 3,600-ha (8,895-ac) 
restored wetland and is otherwise surrounded 
mostly by agricultural fields. Of the points provided 
by the GPS units, the majority of locations were in 
vegetated areas within the restored marsh (Figure 
1A). The remainder of the locations were in disturbed 
grassland and agricultural fields, sometimes far 

Where do Purple Martins Forage?
Amanda Shave and Kevin Fraser

Purple Martin with attached GPS unit. 
Photo by K. Bell
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outside of the protected area (Figure 1B), revealing 
that the current area that is protected around a martin 
colony does not contain all of their movements during 
the nestling period. The remainder of locations were 
logged while the martins were perched on the top 
of the house containing their nest (Table 1). The total 
distance traveled by the martins was quite large, and 
ranged from 1.5 to 10.5 km (0.9–6.5 mi). The average 
distance travelled from the martin house was 964 m 

(1,055 yd). A limitation of this current study is that 
we were not able to determine the results of the 
foraging trips, to know if the parent returned with 
food for their chicks, how much food they may have 
brought, or if the adult martin was foraging in these 
areas to collect prey for their own consumption. Since 
the study was conducted during the main nesting 
period, where parent birds are actively provisioning 
their young, we infer that the trips we recorded 

Figure 1. Map of Purple Martin no. 718 (A) and no. 311 (B) at Oak Hammock Marsh in 2015 and 2016, respectively. Each 
colored circle (no. 718 = pink and no. 311 = yellow) represents a point taken by the GPS. The white circle indicates the 

Purple Martin house where the birds nested. Lines connect the points in the order in which they were recorded.

Individual Year Colony

Time 
recorded 

(min) Habitat type

No. of GPS 
points recorded 

in habitat

718 2015
Oak 

Hammock 
Marsh

25

Marsh over 
vegetation 3/6

Human 
structure 1/6

Disturbed 
grassland 2/6

586 2015 Private 
landlord n/a Agriculture 

field 1/1

311 2016
Oak 

Hammock 
Marsh

100

Marsh over 
vegetation 2/10

Marsh over 
water 1/10

Disturbed 
grassland 1/10

Agricultural 
field 3/10

Martin house 3/10

Table 1. Purple Martins tracked with GPS units in 2015–2016 at two colony sites near Winnipeg, Manitoba.

A B
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represented foraging trips, but future studies pairing 
GPS tracking with the capture of adults upon their 
return to the nest site could provide further insight. 

In Manitoba, we discovered by intercepting food 
delivered to chicks that Purple Martins feed their 
nestlings mainly dragonflies and damselflies (Jones 
et al. in prep.), which have an aquatic larval stage. 
This is consistent with most of the locations we 
recorded with the GPS units, as the majority were 
over marsh (open water and vegetation). However, 
it was surprising that the second-highest number of 
points were over human-disturbed areas. If they are 
hunting species other than dragonflies or damselflies 
in these areas, this may reflect a more generalist diet 
for Purple Martins, eating what insects are available, 
rather than specializing on a certain insect type. If 
martins are indeed generalists, their prey items and 
foraging strategy likely changes with the habitat 
type. For example, in Kansas the dominant prey of 
Purple Martins were ants, followed by termites and 
flies (Helms et al. 2016). Continued research could 
reveal whether martins are foraging on prey that are 
associated with disturbed areas, or if the locations 
we recorded reflect non-foraging movements or 
commutes to foraging areas. 

In the future we hope to continue and expand 
tracking Purple Martin foraging trips at the breeding 
grounds, and to eventually connect the foraging range 
and space use to nestling age in order to examine how 
the foraging range changes as their nestlings grow. 
Our eventual goal is to provide research that will help 
martin landlords decide the optimal location to place 

martin housing to attract healthy and productive 
new colonies, as well as modify or protect habitat 
around existing colonies so that it includes all of the 
space needed by martins during the breeding period. 
With these efforts, we hope to contribute to human 
enjoyment of Purple Martins for years to come.
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What’s for Dinner Bluebird?
Gillian Martin

I recently stumbled upon a database that revealed 
the diet of the Western Bluebird. It will come as no 

surprised that it is primarily animal matter, about 
81%, according to author John L. Capinera in his 2010 
book, Insects and Widlife. You probably also know 
that such findings are a result of observing bluebirds 
and examining their stomach contents after death. 
Capintera reminds us that “wildlife optimize their 
food intake based on energy and nutrition derived, 
balanced against energy expended in obtaining food.”  
Availability and developmental needs also impact 
what birds eat or are fed by parents.  

The following is the breakdown of the Western 
Bluebird’s diet provided by Capinera. A quick 

comparison with the Mountain Bluebird revealed that 
the latter eats significantly more ants and less fruit.

24.0% beetles and weevils
21.3% grasshoppers and crickets 
20.0% caterpillars
14.8% fruit 
6.7% bees, wasps, and ants (mostly ants)
6.4%  leafhoppers, treehoppers, white flies, and 

aphids
2.1% other animals (mostly spiders)
1.2% weed seed
0.7% flies 
0.1% other insects

Fyn Kynd / flickr.com



11www.nabluebirdsociety.org   Summer 2017 | Bluebird

The Happiness of Spring
J. Loren Smith

Life presents a wide range of emotions. It 
may vary from the depths of despair to 
wild excitement. Generally we live within a 

tolerable variation while striving for contentment and 
happiness.

Happiness, it is said, is what we make of it. Whether 
it’s a fresh brewed cup of coffee, a conversation with 
a friend, or a “thank you” extended from someone 
for whom we’ve done a good deed, our spirit is lifted. 
Happiness is within our reach if we seek it.

Spring is just weeks away and with it is ushered in a 
new awakening. Soon as we step outside we will hear 
the warbling sounds of birds. From the vast array 
of wild life, one of God’s creatures, the BLUEBIRD, 
will return signaling the beginning of the search for a 
suitable nesting place. Typically the male must entice 
a female to accept a nest site and him as a partner.

Bluebirds have long been associated with happiness 
because of their ability to bring joy. They are as 
charming as they are beautiful. Nesting and feeding 
in open areas, they are easy to watch and tame. Their 
tolerance to humans is unique.

Many poets and writers have immortalized this once 
threatened species in song and written word. Jan 
Peerce, a noted tenor, shortly after World War II made 
the song “Bluebird of Happiness” a nationwide hit. 
Edgar Harburg’s song in “The Wizard of Oz” states 
that “somewhere over the rainbow bluebirds fly.” 
Robert Frost wrote “The Last Word of a Bluebird (as 
told to a child).”

Henry David Thoreau in his writing of the bluebird 
stated that “his soft warble melts in the ear, as the 
snow is melting in the valleys around. The bluebird 
comes and with his warble drills the ice and sets free 
the rivers and ponds.”

Poet Katherine Braun wrote “Bluebird Honeymoon”: 
Come along with me my love
and we will roam the sky;
we’ll fly across the meadows,
and soar o’er mountains high.

Bluebirds and humans have always had a special 
relationship. The feathers on their backs remind us of 
the color of the sky. Their orange breasts appear as a 
radiation of the warmth of the sun.

The majestic bluebird is just one of God’s numerous 
creations. Each provides a unique offering of 
fascination and amazement.

Finding happiness is within our reach. To achieve and 
maintain health is to look outside one’s self. It is to 
enjoy the moment, the beauty in our surroundings. 
It is to appreciate the order of our universe, which is 
there for us to enjoy in spite of our station or situation 
in life.

As we anticipate spring, let us look for the changes of 
a waning winter necessary for a warmer season.

By losing ourselves and focusing on the beauty 
around us we can become a part of something vast 
and timeless.

The bluebird of happiness, as one example, can 
become God’s gift in generating a greater sense of 
wholeness and health.

J. Loren Smith is a retired family physician living in West 
Virginia. His note accompanying this 2009 essay says, 
"With the sudden loss of my wife of 49 years, life suddently 
changed. Through the grieving process my 20+ year history 
of experience with bluebirds has assisted in maintaining a 
positive attitude and happiness. The 21 nestboxes on our 
family sheep farm support a wealth of joyous blue activity. 
Further, by sharing with others in our area in the form 
of workshops, presentations, and gift nestboxes, life now 
commemorates the wealth of memories of my soulmate."This sign introduces the importance of our feathered 

friends as one enters the Smith property.
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Large mealworms now available!
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Yikes! There’s a Bumblebee in My Nestbox!
Georgette Howington

In April 2016, an early Oak Titmouse brood 
successfully fledged and, hoping for a second 
brood, I left the nest in the box. Two weeks later, 

an agitated bumblebee rushed at my face when I 
opened the door. Bumblebees can sting multiple 
times so I shut the door quickly and left. There were 
vacant nestboxes on the trail for the birds and I 
thought it best to research and figure out what the 
best course of action was for me and that little bee!

The next time I visited that nestbox I spotted a flurry 
of bumblebees. Based on what I had read, a queen 
bee had found and chosen the empty Oak Titmouse 
nest on which to build her colony! Since the colonies 
only last a season I decided to let this one live out 
its life cycle there instead of trying to relocate it. As 
a gardener I experience first-hand how essential 
bumblebees are. Without them to pollinate we 
wouldn’t have tomatoes, peppers, or other vegetables 
in the Solanaceae family as well as many other crops.

By late September the bees were gone. When I 
reopened the nestbox, I was amazed at the tall 
“nest” of hair skillfully built on top of the titmouse 
nest. Peeling it back I found the “honeypot” combs 
made by the queen who made them out of wax. And 
other than a few curious spiders and a large dead 
bumblebee, which I assumed was the queen, the nest 
was empty.

I photographed the dead bumblebee and sent it to 
a respected naturalist in my area named Michael 
Marchiano. He identified it as a yellow-faced 
bumblebee (Bombus vosnesenskii). “You start by 

helping bluebirds and then other birds use the house, 
too, and then you learn how so many of the other 
creatures end up using them…and how all these 
living things coexist. How intricate and marvelous 
the whole ecosystem is!”

This article originally appeared in Bluebirds Fly!, the 
newsletter of the California Bluebird Recovery Program. It 
is reprinted with permission.

For more information about bumblebees, check out these online resources:

• www.helpabee.org (UC Berkeley, Dr. Gordon Frankie’s research group, The Urban Bee Lab)
• www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/documents/BumbleBeeGuideWestern2012.pdf (guide 

to bumblebees of the western United States)
• www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/documents/BumbleBeeGuideEast2011.pdf (guide to 

bumblebees of the eastern United States)
• www.sialis.org/beeid.htm (Bet Zimmerman Smith’s website)
• www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/insects/rpbb/factsheetrpbb.html (information about the 

rusty patched bumblebee of the Midwest, which recently became the first bumblebee to be 
classified as endangered under the US Endangered Species Act; this factsheet includes steps that 
you can take to help this species)
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2016 has to go down in history as 
the “oddest” year in regards 
to bluebirding, at least for me. 

I am so thankful for BRAW (Bluebird Restoration 
Association of Wisconsin, a NABS Affiliate) and 
my incredible support team. I have to encourage all 
monitors to attend the yearly conventions as this is 
where I have met my great support team whom I 
email and call for advice.

This year I have had many unusual nest changes but 
one is a history maker. This box is on a dead-end 
street in Green Bay with a farm house at the end 
and farm fields on both sides. I was happy to find a 
bluebird nest in this box on April 30th. Unfortunately 
when I returned for my second check on May 8th, I 
found it replaced with a Tree Swallow nest. My next 
visit on May 18th found three Tree Swallow eggs. 
To my surprise on May 25th, I found four bluebird 
eggs in a new bluebird nest. This year was my first 
experience where there was another species of bird’s 
eggs along with a nest that was removed and taken 
over by a bluebird. I don’t know if another species of 
bird helped evict the prior tenant or if the bluebird 
did it. Because of such odd happenings, I decided to 
check the nest the following day and found a fifth 
bluebird egg.

When I returned on June 3rd, I could not believe 
my eyes. The five blue eggs were still present but 
there were an additional four white eggs the exact 
same size, which I knew were bluebird eggs. I have 
been monitoring for six years now and have had 

white bluebird eggs 
in the past. This 
meant that there 
were two separate 
female bluebirds. 
After the bluebird hen 
laying blue eggs was 
finished, it appeared 
the “white-egg” hen 
egg-dumped on four 
separate days. Or did 
she chase the “blue-
egg” hen out of the 
nest to take over? I 
sent out an “SOS” text 
picture message to 
three coordinators.

Bob Tamm, 
Coordinator 
for Waukesha 
and Milwaukee 
counties, who had 
presented at our 
Annual Convention, 
immediately 
responded and 
encouraged me to 
make sure I got 
good pictures of 
each stage as he 
felt this was a great 
Wisconsin Bluebird 
article in the making. 
He recommended 
I let nature take its 
course and see what 
happened. I took his 
advice and did take 
more pictures.

I did decide to call 
in the expert in 
Wisconsin, Dr. Kent Hall. After our conversation, 
he felt the only thing that could have occurred was 
the first “blue-egg” hen had been ousted by the 
“white-egg” hen. He felt that the five blue eggs were 
probably going to be non-viable eggs and suggested 
I test one, or wait the 19 days to be sure. I opted to 
wait. I had initially calculated the hatch date to be 

The Oddest Year
Barb Allen
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25 Years of Forest Birds

The Vermont Forest Bird Monitoring Program, a 
volunteer-run effort to track bird populations 

since 1989, recently released a valuable report 
describing bird population changes over the first 25 
years of the program. During this period, Vermont 
has experienced “statewide forest maturation, 
dwindling insect populatioons, and the arrival of 
West Nile Virus,” along with forest fragmentation, 
invasion by nonnative insect pests, climate change, 
and acid deposition. It is no surprise, then, that forest 
bird populations declined 14%.

Among caviity-nesting birds, the results are a mixed 
bag. Over the 25-year period, species that increased 
significantly were Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, and Pileated Woodpecker (all three 
favor mature forest). Species that did not change 
much were Black-capped Chickadee and White-
breasted Nuthatch. The species that declined 
significantly were Downy Woodpecker (a 56% 
decline), Great Crested Flycatcher (67% decline), and 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (51% decline). The flycatcher 
prefers forest edges and openings, so its decline in the 
face of maturing forests is not surprising, although 
the increasing forest fragmentation should favor the 

species, so there must be other factors involved (such 
as the decline in insect populations). The flycatcher 
is part of the group of aerial insectivores (i.e., birds 
that capture insects in flight); that group as a whole 
declined 45%.

The report ends with recommendations for forest 
management practices, which can be implemented 
by private landowners in Vermont and other forested 
regions, that will benefit birds and other wildlife 
species, and enhance healthy forest conditions.

June 8. I talked to Kent on June 9th, but decided 
to wait until at least a white egg hatched before 
destroying any of the blue eggs. At 9:00 a.m. on 
June 10th, I witnessed the first blue egg hatch. I was 
ecstatic.

I returned at 11:00 a.m. to find four eggs hatched. 
By 4:00 p.m. all five blue eggs had hatched and four 
white eggs remained. Gene Birr, Oconto County 
Coordinator, suggested that if I had nine chicks, 
I might want to put a few in another nest but Bob 
Tamm felt that keeping them together would be 
best. I decided to supplement with mealworms and 
see what happened. I was willing to have a larger 
birdhouse constructed and move the chicks if all nine 
hatched. However, this did not happen.

I waited until the “blue-egg” chicks had grown, 
allowing enough time that the white eggs should 
have hatched. I then checked the white eggs and 
each one was found to be non-viable. Fortunately the 
“blue-egg” chicks fledged on June 28th. I hoped that 
there would be a second brood in this house by the 

same pair so that I would know if it was the “blue-
egg” hen or the “white-egg” hen that had raised the 
first brood. I removed the nest and cleaned out the 
house to prepare it for a second brood.

I found a bluebird nest in the box on July 5th. I was 
sure it was the same bluebird pair that had made the 
nest as this was the only bluebird nest I had in this 
area. On July 11th, I found three blue eggs with the 
fourth egg present on July 12th. I am fairly sure now 
that indeed a “white-egg” hen eggdumped the four 
eggs in the “blue-egg” hen’s nest during the first 
brood. It’s fascinating to think she did this on four 
separate days!

Although I didn’t see nine bluebirds in one brood, I 
was able to see nine fledglings from my very special 
nestbox during two broods!!

This article originally appeared in Wisconsin Bluebird, 
the newsletter of BRAW, the Bluebird Restoration 
Association of Wisconsin. It is reprinted here with 
permission.
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Strings Are Dangerous To Birds
Susan Bulger

The crows were having a raucous gathering 
nearby. The cawing went on and on until I 
stopped preparing dinner and went out to see 

what caused the commotion. A crow kept trying to 
fly off my neighbor’s chain link fence but fell back 
each time. It must be caught, I thought. The neighbors 
were on a trip and we were watching their home so I 
climbed over the fence and got a closer look. Then I 
called to my daughter to bring a pair of scissors. We 
were able to cut fishing line off the crow’s ankle and 
set it free. What a thrill to hold a live, wild bird and 
learn how light and warm it was. It felt good to have 
saved a life as well.

At that time I had no idea that birds would be a big 
part of my future. Later, in August 1998, a beautiful 
cobalt blue male Western Bluebird perched in my 
jacaranda tree and startled me with his beauty. 
I knew right away that I wanted him to visit my 
yard often. Little by little I enticed him with a bird 
bath and mealworms. By chance I learned that a 
man placed bird houses around the county for the 
bluebirds to nest in and this was why bluebirds were 
in my neighborhood. As part of the effort to bring 
back bluebirds from alarming population declines 
nestboxes are being placed all over the nation inspired 
by NABS. The boxes are an acceptable but temporary 
substitute for dwindling natural cavities, which 
bluebirds need for nesting. The California Bluebird 

Recovery Program is an affiliated group of volunteers 
who provide nestboxes for bluebirds and other 
cavity nesters all over the state as well as education 
to teach people to save their critical habitat of dead 
and dying trees in which woodpeckers create the 
cavities for themselves and other cavity-nesting birds. 
I have joined these two groups and become a nestbox 
monitor. Now I enjoy thousands of interesting close 
encounters with birds.

Several years ago, while checking a nestbox, I noticed 
one of the two bluebird chicks was smaller than the 
other and the father was not around. Wanting them 
both to survive, I decided to bring mealworms over 
the next ten days or so until they fledged. Fledge 
day came for one bird but the second remained in 
the box for several more days. Sometimes I could 
hear cheeping in the box. Knowing one was smaller 
I expected it to stay inside longer. When it appeared 
that the birds were gone, I checked the box and was 
saddened to find the chick dead. Its foot was tangled 
in a four-inch piece of fishing line that was entwined 
with some grasses. I was amazed that such a little 
piece of string could kill a bird.

Tragedies like this are seen by nestbox monitors all 
too often. We see plastic Easter grass, fishing line, kite 
string, gift wrap ribbon; pieces of frayed blue tarps, 
yarn, shredded baseballs, dental floss, strings of all 
kinds woven into nests. When building nests birds 
are attracted to these strings, but manmade strings 
are too strong and, thus, deadly. They entangle the 
chicks’ feet while they toddle around in the nest. 
Adult birds are trapped, as well, while they carry the 
strings through the twigs and branches during nest 
construction. In some parks every bluebird nest will 
have plastic Easter grass because nest building time 
coincides with Easter.

I monitor bluebird boxes at several parks. Two are 
suburban regional parks with fishing lakes. Fishing 
line segments, sometimes with hooks attached, are 
left on the ground every day. At Easter many people 
bring Easter baskets with plastic grass and it gets 
spread all over the lawns. Birds just love to include 
these “pretty/useful” materials in their nests. The 
bluebirds are the lucky ones because I can examine 
their nests and correct the situation. But other birds 
build high in the trees and no one can reach them. 
The following are some of the situations I have 

Fishing line removed from animals treated at the 
Toronto Wildlife Centre. Photo by Michael Barker 
Studio, www.flickr.com/photos/michael_barker/
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witnessed at these two parks. High in a silk oak tree 
a robin is tangled in a long piece of monofilament. 
It is hanging upside down with wings outstretched. 
What a gruesome death. A crow suffered the same 
fate with fishing line at the top of a sycamore. Once 
I saw something fall out of a tree and a female oriole 
flew down after it. Her nest fell out of the tree since 
the monofilament fishing line would not securely 
attach to the tree. Orioles seem especially at risk 
from plastic strings. Another oriole nest was created 
almost entirely of fishing line with some Easter grass 
and gift ribbon. The father’s leg became tangled and 
he hung upside down unable to get free. Near the 
top of the nest his two-week-old chick was caught. 
In the same park the following year, an oriole nest 
constructed with fishing line, Easter grass, and other 
plastic strings trapped two chicks. As they struggled 
to leave the nest it fell out of the tree onto a road and 
they were run over by a car. One afternoon I was 
walking by the lake and I noticed a robin thrashing 
around on the ground. It had chosen a long piece 
of fishing line that was stuck on something and was 
getting more and more tangled. I caught it and then 
asked the group of children watching this drama to 
go to my nearby car and get the small scissor from 
my monitoring tool kit. I was able to cut it free. Do 
fishermen have any idea what the carelessly dropped 
pieces of monofilament cause? These dangers and 
tragedies occur frequently but are not seen high in the 
trees, hidden by the leaves and quite a distance from 
where the strings were dropped.

Other volunteers with the California Bluebird 
Recovery Program have many stories to tell about 
the results of strings in nests. For example, Linda 

found a bluebird chick hanging from the nestbox by 
a foot tangled in Easter grass. The chick lost the foot 
and spent a long recovery at a rehabilitation facility. 
Another monitor, Peter, found a dead chick with a 
wad of Easter grass down its throat. Dick found a 
female bluebird dead because she was tangled in the 
nest she was constructing with Easter grass. Colleen 
and Kirsten checked a box after the birds fledged but 
found one more chick inside tethered to the nest with 
Easter grass. They removed the strings and the bird 
was able to join his family. Jo-Ann rarely touches a 
setting bluebird female to count her eggs but one time 
she did. She lifted the bird and found two pieces of 
Easter grass tangled around her legs. She removed the 
strings and replaced the bird which stayed on her nest 
as Jo-Ann hung the box back in the tree. Similarly, 
on checking a nestbox, Inge and Bill found a female 
bluebird setting on her nest so they did not disturb 
her to count eggs. When checking the next week she 
was still there but something didn't look right so Inge 
lifted her and found both legs were tangled in Easter 
grass. They were able to cut her free and found no 
sores on her legs so they released her. She continued 
caring for her nest and the chicks were able to fledge. 
They thought the male must have been feeding her 
when she was tangled. 

Jeff and Lyndsay were running around a fishing lake 
in Rancho Santa Margarita, California, when they 
saw a Canada Goose limping with fishing line around 
its leg. They ran to a nearby store and bought nail 
clippers and lettuce to try and help the bird. The bird 
was not interested in the lettuce so they went back for 
bread. After numerous attempts Jeff got the bird to eat 
bread out of his hand. He then grabbed the goose and 

Many tackle shops and government wildlife management agencies will 
accept used monofilament fishing line, which they ship to recyclers. A 
number of communities, especially in coastal areas where recreational 
fishing is popular, are addressing the problem of monofilament fishing 
line litter by installing collection tubes, where anglers and others 
can deposit unruly tangles of fishing line, thus removing it from the 
environment and keeping birds and other wildlife safe. The collected 
fishing line is shipped to recyclers, who melt it down to create pellets, 
which can in turn be melted down and injected into molds or otherwise 
shaped into park benches, toys, and other useful products.

To learn more about building a collection tube and perhaps starting a 
collection program, visit these websites:

www.boatus.com/foundation/monofilament/
www.berkley-fishing.com/Berkley-recycling.html

Tackling Fishing Line Litter
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held it while Lyndsay cut the fishing line. The leg was 
swollen due to the line. It was tightly wrapped more 
than ten times around the leg. Fortunately for the 
goose, it had not yet cut in to the flesh and was not 
infected. The bird walked off, still limping, but was 
happy to eat bread...from a distance.
 
At a cemetery I monitor, 5 of 12 bluebird nests had 
silver Mylar strings woven throughout. Someone 
decorated a grave with Mylar thus putting many 
birds at risk. I was surprised that the shiny strings 
were so attractive to the birds that they crossed each 
other’s territories many times to gather numerous 
pieces for their nests. It is very tedious and time 
consuming to remove each string with tweezers and 
small scissors without destroying the important nest 
cup shape. I wonder how many other species’ nests 
were dangerously decorated high up in the trees.

People have no idea that these things happen and so 
are very careless with litter. If they knew the danger 
most people would pick up every piece. I would 
encourage all readers to pick up after themselves and 
to pick up every bit of string and fishing line left by 
someone who may not be aware of the danger. The 
small amount of time it takes to leave the grass free 
of debris will set a good example for your children to 
see and for others to follow. Even more important, it 
will prevent birds from adding dangerous material to 
their nests. PICK UP ALL STRINGS, ALWAYS. Please 
share the slogan and the information in as many 
ways as you can. Countless birds will be saved from 
needless, horrible deaths.

This article originally appeared in Bluebirds Fly!, the 
newsletter of the California Bluebird Recovery Program. It 
is reprinted here with permission.

How Important Are Bird Baths?

Bird baths may not be essential, but they are helpful. The origins of man-made bird baths are unknown, 
but they may have originated with the Greeks, Romans, or even the Egyptians. The first commercially 

available bird baths are believed to have been offered in the mid-1800s in Europe. The ubiquitous "bowl on a 
pedestal" design, popular well over a hundred years ago and still being sold today, is a classic design.

But the baths need not be simply ornamental; they can be very useful because birds need water for drinking 
and bathing, but it is often challenging for birds to find clean, open, shallow water sources, especially in urban 
and suburban neighborhoods. Summer is the season when bird baths are most often used, but they are useful 
at all times of year. Indeed, it is during winter that birds may face the most difficulty in finding water.

Baths may be as simple or as elaborate as you wish, but three elements are essential: cleanliness, depth, and 
safety. Use clean, fresh, water—the bath should be scrubbed with a stiff brush on a regular basis (2 or 3 times a 
week if the bath is used by a lot of birds) and refilled with fresh water. A clean bird bath is more appealing to 
birds and is less likely to spread disease. The bath should have a shallow, sloping design of about a half inch to 
up to three inches; add a flat rock to the center of the bath if the water is deep. And protect your bathing birds 
by placing the bath well away from low vegetation that could conceal predators such as cats.

Other considerations include offering moving or 
dripping water and the use of small water heaters in 
winter. Drippers, misters, bubblers, and heaters are all 
commercially available and will greatly enhance the 
attractiveness and utility of your bird bath to birds.

Some birders scoff at bird baths, but at times bird baths 
may actually be far more helpful to birds than bird 
feeders, assuming that the baths are properly situated 
and maintained.

This article originally appeared in a slightly different version 
in the Birding Community E-bulletin; it is reprinted here 
with permission. Archived bulletins are available online at 
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/
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Lynn Wood submitted this photo she took of a Red-
headed Woodpecker near her property in Egg Harbor 
Township, New Jersey. “Since this pic was taken, new 
generations have gathered in the area! So exciting 
to see them! Hopefully, they’ll stick around. This guy 
is almost totally in adult color. (Still has some black 
spots on his wing.)”

Photo Gallery

We don’t know anything about this 
photo, which was found on the photo-
sharing website flickr.com, other than the 
photographer (F. Delventhal) and the general 
location (Patuxent River Park, Maryland). 
Can anyone shed some light?

Diana Whitlock documented the progress of this 
Eastern Bluebird nest in Marietta, Georgia.

William Murdock captured this image of a male 
Mountain Bluebird on a fence post, “hanging on as 
if he was on a bike because there were 25 mph 
gusts straight into his face.” This was taken in the 
Okanagan region of British Columbia.
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The Bluebirds’ Bungalow
S. Louise Patteson

[Editor’s note: This excerpt is from the book How to Have Bird Neighbors, published in 1917. Given that this was 
100 years ago, the author has some surprisingly modern views on cats and “English” House Sparrows. On the 
other hand, she does present some information that we now know to be outdated—but keep in mind that this 
was written at the dawn of the era of bluebird nestbox provisioning—we still had much to learn.]

My prettiest bluebird house was on our 
hammock post, well shaded by our biggest 
tree. I had read somewhere that bluebirds 

like to have one house for spring and another for 
summer. So this house was made with two rooms, one 
above the other. I thought the bluebirds would surely 
like this double house better than the single one, for 
they went inside it many times, and always stayed 
there long.

The other house, which was mounted on a young 
maple, was not nearly so pretty. It was made out of 
cigar boxes and I had forgotten to take off the labels. 
After the bluebirds had visited it I did not dare touch 
it because, if their houses are interfered with, birds are 
liable to go away. Both the maple and the hammock 
post were well protected with tin sheeting.

One day Mrs. Bluebird fetched some grasses in her bill. 
To my great joy she alighted on the perch in front of the 
double house. Twice she poised to fly, but did not. At 
last she flew—and where do you think she went? Why, 
to that ugly little house with the labels on it!

While she was in the house, Mr. Bluebird alighted 
on the porch, looked in, and sang a little song. Mrs. 
Bluebird flew out past him and almost brushed him 
off. Then he went inside, and just as Mrs. Bluebird 
returned with some more grasses he came out with a 
chip in his bill. Some chips had fallen inside when I 
made the entrance, and he did not like that. The little 
house must be clean, since Mrs. Bluebird was going 
to make her nest in it. Sometimes he brought a grass 
or two; she brought whole wads of grasses. But he 
made up in attentions to her. Wherever she might be 
working, he perched near by, on a fence post or a low 
branch, and kept his eyes on her. As she went from 
place to place to find the right kind of grasses, or to 
the little house to throw them in, he always followed 
her. Sometimes she was just gliding through the 
entrance with a load as he alighted on the house top 
with a choice morsel for her to eat.

One day our neighbor’s cat was hiding behind an 
evergreen near where Mrs. Bluebird was hunting 

grasses. Mr. Bluebird’s bright eyes saw her just in 
time.

“Dear-dear-dear!” he cried, quickly and jerkily. Mrs. 
Bluebird knew that that meant, “Danger! Fly quick!!” 
Up she flew, and away. The cat jumped high and 
almost caught her. After that I chased the cat away 
every time I saw her. There certainly should be a law 
to make people keep their cats at home.

When Mrs. Bluebird had her house all furnished she 
stayed at home about two weeks and took a good 
rest. Mr. Bluebird continued to bring her meals and 
to entertain her. When he was not hunting bugs and 
worms, or chasing English sparrows, he was sure to 
be somewhere near home, singing his sweetest songs.

When Mrs. Bluebird was able to be out again she 
and Mr. Bluebird were busier than ever. Both were 
carrying food to the little house. I knew then that they 
had babies in there, so I called him Father, and her 
Mother.

The bluebirds caught some of their food in the air, 
but a good deal of it they picked up in my garden. I 
had some low stakes there expressly for them. They 
perched on these and on the bean-poles, and from 
there pounced on many a luckless worm or bug that 
their sharp eyes espied. I am sure the bluebirds are 
great helpers in a garden.

After two busy weeks of baby-tending, Father and 
Mother Bluebird did just what the little wrens had 
done. They made the babies come outside for their 
food, or go hungry.

I think the first little bird to leave a nest must be very 
courageous. The others usually follow close after him. 
It was so with these bluebirds. And as they came out, 
one after another, Mother coaxed them over to the 
thornapple bushes. She did it by calling, “Dear dear,” 
and flying back and forth between the little house and 
the bushes.

Some of the baby bluebirds were quite obedient and 
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All bluebirds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

Oh, there surely are blue birds like the blue jay, you see,
Who will gulp down the bird seed as fast as can be!
They look like policemen watching over the flock,
Where there's danger about, you should hear them all squawk.

All bluebirds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

See, there's the kingfisher who likes fish for his lunch.
You may sometimes find one but never a bunch.
They live near the water to make dining easy
And can fly through the air even though it's quite breezy.

All bluebirds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

The indigo bunting is a sight to behold
When he sits in the sun, his colors aglow!
He can shimmer and shine, the blue's iridescent,
Everyone knows when this bird is present.

All bluebirds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

There's the tree swallow catching bugs in mid-air.
Those pests, the mosquitoes, are a favorite fare.
They swoop from the sky to catch a big bug;
They are really so useful I could give them a hug!

All bluebirds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

The bluebirds are rare, their numbers are small;
in some places you simply can't find them at all.
But when they're around—oh, what a sweet sound!
Just the sight of one somehow can make your heart pound.

They're a pretty soft blue, with a rust-orange chest;
If you put up a bird house, they'll pose for you best.
A bluebird's a blue bird, that everyone knows.
But not all blue birds are bluebirds as you now know.

Editor's note: This poem would have been an ideal companion to the "blue bird" quiz that appeared in the Spring 
issue, but I only recently stumbled across it, in the Summer issue of Bluebird Tales, the newsletter of NABS 
Affiliate Mountain Bluebird Trails. This poem was originally published in the Winter 1990 issue of Sialia, which 
was the former name of Bluebird.

Bluebirds
Ruth E. Goodwin

flew after the mother. Two liked it so well on a branch 
in front of their house that they stayed there a while; 
then flew to other branches in the same tree. Father 
looked after these, and Mother stayed with the other 
three. What a chatter they always made when food 
was brought to them! It seemed as if each one said: 
“Come to me! Come to me!”

While Father and Mother Bluebird had those 
babies to feed and to care for, they started another 
housekeeping. This time they moved into the pretty 
double house and took the lower story. In the 
second coming-out party there were four more little 
bluebirds.

All through this second housekeeping the English 
sparrows tried repeatedly to get into the upper story, 
and Father Bluebird had to spend much time chasing 
them away. In the one-story house he had that much 
more time to get food, or to sing.

With such a mean spirit is it any wonder that nobody 
likes these birds? I cannot bear to call them sparrows 
any more, because so many good birds go by that 
name, and are therefore in danger of being disliked. 
Or, I wish that all the good sparrows could have a 
different name, and let the English sparrow alone 
keep the name he has dishonored.

After the double house was vacated, I cleaned both 
houses, and found that the bluebirds had used only 
grasses and a few feathers for their nesting. In each 
case they had covered the entire floor with grasses, 
but the cup-like nest was back against the rear wall, as 
far from the entrance as it could possibly be.

What could this mean but that the bluebird likes a 
house with depth so she can bed her young as far 
back from meddling paws as possible? This much I 
learned from examining the deserted bluebird nests.
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Bet Zimmerman Smith wrote this recollection from the 2008 NABS conference in Kearney, 
Nebraska: "One day we had lunch with Lum and Meriam Bourne of Ohio, who monitor 346 

boxes—it takes them 2 days and 300 miles of travel each week. (They received a NABS award in 
2006). Some years they fledge over 800 Eastern Bluebirds and 1,000 Tree Swallows. His boxes are 
made of white 4×4 plastic fence post, mounted so they can slide out (like a drawer) for viewing from 
the top. They can also be raised or lowered (via slots on the side holders) to change the amount of 
ventilation in the front. He has allowed people to ‘adopt’ a box for $50–75. The adopter's name is 
written with permanent marker on the front of the box, and he takes nest, egg, and baby pictures and 
sends them along to the ‘parents.’”

Meriam E. Bourne, 90, passed away on April 
30, 2017, at Hospice of Dayton, Ohio. She was 

born in Camden, Ohio on June 8, 1926, and lived for 
many years in Westerville, Ohio, and most recently 
in Dayton, Ohio, with her beloved bluebird partner, 
Lum. She and Lum had dated in high school but 
in 1945 they went their separate ways. In 1980 they 
met at a class reunion; she was widowed and Lum 
was divorced. His first words to her were, “Happy 
Birthday, Meriam.” She couldn’t believe he still 
remembered. They married in 1987 and have been 
bluebird sweethearts ever since. 

In 1989 Lum saw a bluebird nest in a dead willow 
tree on his brother’s farm, the first he had seen since 
his childhood. That triggered a shared “bluebird” 
obsession. At one time Meriam and Lum had 595 
boxes on their seven trails in Franklin and Union 
Counties in Indiana. Once a week, they left at 4:30 
a.m. for a two-day, 300-mile round trip from their 
home in Westerville, Ohio, to their farm in Liberty, 
Indiana. They rode their trails in an off-road vehicle 
with a sign on the back that read,”Bluebird Express.” 
Lum was the box checker and Meriam would record. 
From 1996, when they joined as charter members of 
the Indiana Bluebird Society, to 2016, Meriam and 
Lum (and now Lum’s daughter Krista Carr) raised 
12,398 Eastern Bluebirds and 13,602 Tree Swallows. 

Meriam and Lum would come to to the Indiana 
Bluebird Society's annual meetings with yearly 

picture books in hand and a Lum-designed PVC 
nestbox for the auction. Their enthusiasm was 
infectious and their shared love evident. In 2006 
Meriam and Lum were honored with the NABS 
award for outstanding achievement in bluebird 
conservation, presented at the conference in San 
Antonio, Texas. Meriam and Lum were also members 
of the Ohio Bluebird Society and were honored in 
2000 with its Blue Feather Award in recognition 
of extraordinary accomplishments in all areas of 
bluebird conservation and management. The Bournes 
also were presented with the Indiana Bluebird 
Society’s Bluebirder of the Year Award in 2001.

From The Bluebird Flyer, the newsletter of the Indiana 
Bluebird Society. It is reprinted here with the kind 
permission of the author (Chris Salberg) and the society.

Remembering Meriam Bourne

NABS has received several generous donations in memory of Meriam Bourne.
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Michael L. Smith, age 75, died April 5, 2017, at 
his home in New Windsor, Maryland, after a 

year-long battle with cancer. Born April 18, 1941, he 
spent his early years working alongside his father as a 
master electrician and proudly served as a volunteer 
fireman. Passionate from an early age about nature 
and photography, Michael eventually became a full-
time professional wildlife photographer and spent 
over five decades capturing stunning images of birds 
and their habitats. Working close to his subjects 
including bluebirds, ospreys, hummingbirds, and 
waterfowl native to Maryland, he offered revealing 
glimpses into their lives and behavior, capturing their 
natural beauty and furthering our understanding of 
the natural world.

 He is perhaps best known for his photograph, 
“The Mad Bluebird,” which has appeared in 
countless publications and catalogues worldwide 
and is beloved for its relatable grumpy, puffed-up 
expression. His work has won many awards and has 
also appeared in a number of publications and books 

including National 
Geographic Magazine, 
Country Magazine, 
and National Wildlife 
Magazine. He 
enjoyed exhibiting 
his photographs in 
a variety of galleries 
and exhibitions and 
especially enjoyed 
engaging with the 
public and fellow 
wildlife enthusiasts, 
sharing countless 
stories about his work and encounters with his 
feathered subjects. (To view some of his photographs, 
please visit www.madbluebird.com)

 In addition to his beloved partner of thirty years, 
Marci Krishnamoorthy, Michael is survived by two 
sisters, two children, three grandchildren, and a host 
of other relatives and friends.

Wayne H. Davis passed away quietly in his sleep 
on March 16, 2017. Shirley, his wife of 57 years, 

was by his side. Wayne was born in Morgantown, 
West Virginia, on December 31, 1930. He completed 
his undergraduate at the West Virginia University, 
his doctorate at the University of Illinois, and post-
doctorate work at the University of Minnesota, where 
he met Shirley. They married two months after 
meeting, and had a long and happy life together. 

It is interesting to note that the love of bluebirds 
started early with Wayne. In the introduction to his 
book, Bluebirds and Their Survival, he noted that he 
saw his first bluebirds when he was a boy. A pair 
nested for two seasons near his school in a cavity 
made by a Downy Woodpecker in a small dead 
branch. The pair disappeared.

Growing up Wayne built wren houses and wanted to 
get a 1½" bit so he could build a bluebird house. His 
father discouraged him and said that the house would 
only be taken by a House Sparrow and he should not 
provide a nest site for those pests.

Dr. Davis was a professor of biological sciences at the 
University of Kentucky where he taught for 34 years. 

He spent most of his career 
studying bats and other small 
mammals but continued his 
interest in House Sparrow/
bluebird nesting competition. 
In the 1980s, he began a series 
of experiments to design 
a nestbox that bluebirds 
favored and which deterred 
House Sparrows: the 
Kentucky Bluebird Slot-box.

Ken and Susan Murray 
noted of Dr. Davis and his wife Shirley: “Dr Davis 
and Shirley often attended the Indiana Bluebird 
Society’s annual conferences. Wayne, when asked 
if he would like to say a few words, always asked 
for about ‘10 minutes’ of our time. Needless to say, 
like any teacher, his 10 minutes became much longer 
and we gained encouragement and the benefit of 
his enthusiasm and knowledge. One of our favorite 
stories was his description of how and why he 
developed the Kentucky Slot-box.”

Most material is reprinted (with permission) from Indiana 
Bluebird Society’s newsletter, The Bluebird Flyer.

Remembering Wayne Davis

Remembering Michael L. Smith
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I wondered if you could feel me—you little blue 
egg—feel my presence, my energy. I could feel 
yours, just as surely as if I’d been able to see the 

face and touch the wings within you. I held your 
warmth, your bit of weight, your smooth oval shape, 
tucked in the hollow of my hand. And, for some 
reason, I whispered in your presence, and I hoped you 
could hear my voice and feel my breath and sense my 
awe of you. 

The tiny blue egg, not much bigger than my thumb, 
the color of sky, but paler, fresher, was lifted carefully 
from its nest to rest a moment in my human hand. It 
was quickly returned to its birthplace, of course, to 
finish growing inside. Something within me wanted 
to believe that something within it would somehow 
remember this encounter.

Then there was another gentle interaction with 
another pre-birth life—a slightly larger, all-white 
egg this time. And this time, the mother watched. 
Scolding, but not particularly angry. Perhaps more 
disturbed from her own rest than concerned for the 
welfare of her young. Surely, she was remembering, 
knew in her heart that she and her brood were safe 
and connected to these human beings.

The first nesting family I met were Eastern Bluebirds; 
the second were Wood Ducks. And both had found 
sanctuary at Aiken Equine Rescue—at the request 
and under the care and watch of the South Carolina 
Bluebird Society, an affiliate of NABS.

This was my first encounter with the group—with 
local President Mike DeBruhl and “Trail Boss” Terry 
McGrath. They are wonderfully kind people, anxious 
to share their knowledge and appreciation for all 
birds in general, ducks included, and bluebirds in 
particular—those beautiful, gentle songbirds, once so 
close to being gone forever, but now finding their way 
back.

I had heard vaguely of their work in Aiken, but 
when I discovered that one of their sites for building 
habitats was at Aiken Equine Rescue, it resonated in 
my heart with their inherently perfect alignment.

I already knew Aiken Equine Rescue for its peace and 
healing relative to horses and humans and a few other 
individuals. There are thoroughbreds and donkeys 

and occasional dogs. There are hurting children and 
broken military veterans and those who are searching 
for purpose in their lives. There are lives that are close 
to extinction—as well as the ones who are willing 
to walk along with them to the very edge and back 
again. And none fail to find an amazing spirit-filled 
respite among its hills and open spaces, its animals 
and its inexplicable energy. For some, it’s a release 
from pain; for others, a replenishment of hope and 
value, a discovery of renewed dignity and direction.

In Native American cultures, bluebirds and Wood 
Ducks themselves represent transformation and 
rediscovery, emotional comfort and nurturing, 
protection and connection. The color blue further 
speaks to calmness, spirituality, and truth. (Perhaps 
that also accounts for an old superstition that says if 
the first bird a woman sees on Valentine’s Day is a 
bluebird, she will marry a happy man.)

Just a few decades ago, bluebirds were disappearing 
completely from the environment of the earth and 
the beauty of our lives. Yet they have been saved—
because of people who joined together to find spaces 
for them, and build habitats for them, and watch over 
their nests, and nurture and connect with the birds 
one-to-one. Aiken, South Carolina, is one such place—
and there are numerous havens hosted throughout 
this caring community and the rest of the state. 

Those same few decades ago, writer Jacques Deval 
once had reason to say: “God loved the birds and 
invented trees. Man loved the birds and invented 
cages.” 

Now, thankfully, you little blue egg, we have 
reason to add: Aiken loved the birds and gave them 
sanctuary.

Marti Healy is a writer 
living in Aiken, South 
Carolina, with dog Indy 
and cat Tuppence. She was 
a professional copywriter 
for longer than 35 years, 
and is a columnist, book 
author, and popular 
speaker, whose work 
has received national 
recognition and awards.

The Little Blue Egg
Marti Healy
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Chandler S. Robbins, whose heartfelt love of 
birds, quicksilver mind, boundless energy, 
and sunny demeanor made him a major force 

in bird conservation in the U.S. and worldwide, died 
March 20 at the age of 98.

In a career spanning more than 70 years as a research 
ornithologist for the US federal government, Robbins 
played pivotal roles in studies that shaped our 
understanding of birds’ life cycles, their movements 
across the Americas, their changing populations, 
and their ecological needs. In the 1940s and 1950s, 
he took part in some of the first studies of the effects 
of pesticides like DDT on bird reproduction; the 
findings, documented by his colleague Rachel Carson 
in her 1962 classic Silent Spring, helped inspire the 
environmental movement. In 1966 he founded the 
North American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS), which 
provided some of the first continent-wide data on the 
decline of many common bird species, helped spark 
international efforts to conserve migratory birds, and 
inspired a host of other citizen-science initiatives. In 
the 1980s he was the coauthor of influential studies on 
the importance of large, unbroken tracts of forests to 
bird conservation.

The BBS is now the main monitoring program for 
birds in North America, with 51 years of data on the 
changing populations of more than 500 species—an 
invaluable resource. In the 1970s the data revealed 
previously hidden declines among bluebirds, orioles, 
meadowlarks, and many beloved backyard birds.

Robbins instilled a love of birds and birding 
in millions of Americans as coauthor of the 
easy-to-use Birds of North America: A Guide 
to Field Identification. First published in 
1966, the so-called “Golden Guide” is still 
in print. It has sold more than five million 
copies and introduced generations of young 
people to a pastime now enjoyed by one in 
five Americans.

“He was one of the most influential 
ornithologists, and one of the most inspiring 
ambassadors for bird conservation, of 
modern times,” said John French, director 
of the USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center in Laurel, Maryland, Robbins’ 
professional home for virtually his entire 

career. “Everyone who worked with him was struck 
by his imaginative approach to solving scientific 
problems, his energy, and his unquenchable love for 
birds.”

Robbins received the Department of Interior’s 
Meritorious Service Award, an honorary Doctorate 
from the University of Maryland, the National 
Audubon Society's Audubon Medal, and top awards 
from the American Birding Association, the American 
Ornithologists’ Union, and others.

In the last decade of his life he enjoyed pop culture 
fame as the man who banded Wisdom, a Laysan 
Albatross believed to be the oldest banded bird in the 
wild, aged at least 66. On a visit to Midway Island in 
the South Pacific in 1956, Robbins placed a numbered 
band on the leg of a female albatross that he judged 
to be at least five years old. In 2002, on a return trip 
to Midway, Robbins gave her a new band. As of this 
writing in spring 2017, Wisdom is raising a new chick.

Wherever Robbins went, a battered pair of binoculars 
issued to him by the government in the 1960s, or 
perhaps even earlier, went with him. The dented 
eyepieces had not been round since who knows 
when. The original leather cover wore completely 
away, and its handmade replacement became almost 
as bare. Robbins had many chances to swap them 
for a new pair with updated optics, but he always 
refused. “A lot of good birds in there,” he once said, 
patting them.
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Remembering Chandler Robbins
US Geological Survey
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Bluebirds Everywhere

John and Mary Miller, of the Tampa Audubon Society Affiliate, wrote:
Bluebird is a brand name for a snack foods company in New Zealand ... they make “crisps” (potato 
chips to us). I was so stunned to see the sign...forgot to buy the chips....  The photos show (L) a 
Bluebird sign above a potato chip rack near Mount Cook, New Zealand, and (R) a group of Blue 
Penguins at the Featherdale Wildlife Park outside of Sydney, Australia. This blue bird is REALLY a blue 
bird. The New Zealand Blue Penguin is also known as the fairy penguin or little penguin. The Blue 
Penguin is Eudyptula minor...only 16 inches tall. Penguins are birds, so they are not encroaching on NABS.

“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird images 
and the word “bluebird” itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see 
what bluebirds you can find!

This fragrant miniature hybrid Vanda orchid 
lives with Gail Fisher in New Jersey. Like its 
namesake, ‘Bluebird’ may produce 2–3 sets of 
blooms per year, under the best conditions.

Look closely at this box and you’ll see a little bluebird. 
Carol Reid writes: “Found a beloved bluebird on my 
Whitman’s box of chocolates for Valentine’s Day this 
year.  It was true love at first sight.”
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How do Male Bluebirds Know the Eggs have 
Hatched?
In bluebirds, as in many birds, only the female 
incubates the eggs. In the meantime, the male defends 
the territory and brings food to the female. Once the 
eggs hatch, both adults bring food to the nestlings. 
The female, who spends more time in the nest cavity, 
obviously knows when the eggs have hatched and 
it’s time to start feeding the young. But how does the 
male know? This is especially puzzling since the eggs 
and young are in a dark nest cavity, where they are 
not easily seen by the male. Several possibilities have 
been suggested:

1. The female signals the male by a unique 
vocalization or a visual cue.

2. The male sees the female carrying eggshells out 
of the cavity, or food into the cavity.

3. The male directly senses the presence of 
nestlings.

Researcher Scott Johnson and his colleagues watched 
hundreds of hours of videotapes of Mountain 
Bluebird nestboxes in Wyoming. They did not see or 
hear any special signals from the females that would 
indicate that the eggs had hatched, so that eliminates 
possiblity #1.

Many of the males saw their mate remove eggshells 
from the nestbox or bring food to the nestbox, but 
there was no clear response from the males (i.e., just 

because they saw the females’ behavior, they did not 
immediately start bringing food items to the nestbox. 
So much for possibility #2.

However, at all 24 nestboxes under observation, 
males began bringing small food items to nestboxes 
with hatched eggs only after they had perched at the 
entrance of the nestbox or (more commonly) poked 
their head inside or entered completely several times. 
These behaviors would have enabled them to detect 
the presence of hatchlings by sound, sight, touch, or 
possibly even smell.

Some males are quicker studies than others. One male 
needed only one visit to the nestbox entrance after 
hatching to convince him to start bringing food to the 
young, while other males needed 4 or 5 visits. The 
difference could be due to previous experience. In any 
event, it appears that males are not good at picking 
up hints from their mate; rather, they need direct 
evidence of hatching (sight, sound, touch, or smell) 
before taking up the task of bringing food to their 
young.

L. Scott Johnson, Chelsea L. Connor, and Andre V. Nguyen. 
2016. The Discovery of Hatching and Transition to Feeding 
Young by Male Mountain Bluebirds. Journal of Field 
Ornithology 87:384–390.

Do Bluebird Parents Coax Their Young to 
Fledge?
It has long been believed that bluebird parents entice 
their young to leave the nest cavity when the time 
is right. Casual observations of adults outside a nest 
cavity, often holding food, have led observers to 
conclude that the adults are coaxing the young to 
leave the nest in order to receive the food. But is that 
really what is going on?

To make more detailed observations under semi-
controlled conditions, researchers in Wyoming 
mounted artificial perches (wood dowel) about 50 
cm (about 20 in) directly in front of 19 Mountain 
Bluebird nestboxes with nestlings. A video camera 
was positioned so as to capture both the perch and 
the nestbox entrance.

The cameras captured fledging by 78 nestlings. In 
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90% of cases, no parent was present on the perch or 
at the nestbox when a nestling fledged—there was no 
evidence that parents tried to coax the young out of 
the nestbox. There were cases where a nestling was at 
the nestbox entrance when an adult arrived carrying 
food. Typically, the adult landed on the perch and 
waited for the nestling to either fledge or move back 
down into the nestbox, away from the entrance. This 
hesitation on the part of the parent could easily be 
interpreted as an attempt to entice the nestling to 
fledge, but was more likely just a situation where the 
adult could not deliver food to the nest because the 
nestling was blocking the way.

What about the possibility that parents deliver 
reduced amounts of food to the nest, to use hunger 
to force the young to fledge? Nope—this study found 
that the feeding rate did not decline on the day of 
fledging (most broods fledged in a single day).
It appears that the young make the decision about 
when to fledge—it may be prompted when the young 
reach a certain stage of development. Or maybe 
they’re just tired of being cooped up in that box with 
their siblings!

L. Scott Johnson, Andre V. Nguyen, and Chelsea L. Connor. 
2017. Do Parents Play a Role in the Timing and Process of 
Fledging by Nestling Mountain Bluebirds? Journal of Field 
Ornithology 88:39–46.

Why Feed the Neighbor’s Kids?
A bird parent has its work cut out for it, given the 
chicks’ relentless demand for food. Finding food 
and bringing it to the nest is a full-time job. Even 
so, occasionally an adult bird has the extra burden 
of feeding young that are not its own. The typical 

example is of a mixed-species nest, which occurs 
when pairs of two species (such as chickadees and 
bluebirds) claim the same nest site and both females 
begin to lay eggs before one pair is driven off. The 
pair that has “won” the nest may incubate the other 
species’ egg(s) and eventually feed the foreign young 
along with their own offspring.

A homeowner in Virginia witnessed a different type 
of inter-species feeding. A House Wren pair nested 
in a nestbox in this woman’s backyard. A Northern 
Cardinal pair built a nest in a nearby tree. After the 
cardinal eggs hatched, the wren began bringing food 
to the cardinal chicks. The cardinal parents tolerated 
this behavior (who wouldn’t welcome extra help?), 
which continued even after the wren eggs hatched. 
For a few days, the male wren was doing double 
duty—bringing food to both nests. Once the cardinals 
fledged, the wren turned his attention exclusively to 
his own nest.

Male House Wrens may have two active nests at a 
time. It is possible that this particular male viewed 
the cardinal nest as one of his own, and fed the chicks 
as though they belonged to him. What is puzzling, 
though, is the complete acceptance of this feeding 
behavior by the cardinal parents, who otherwise 
might have viewed the wren (with its proclivity for 
puncturing eggs of nests within its territory) as a 
threat. However, the female cardinal rarely fed the 
young, perhaps due to her inexperience or an injury, 
so the wren’s contributions were tolerated.

Katie LaBarbera and Rae Spencer. 2016. House Wren 
(Troglodytes aedon) Provisions Nestlings of Northern 
Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis). Wilson Journal of 
Ornithology 128:676–678.

Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you no longer need, NABS would like to receive it as 
a tax-deductible charitable donation.

To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will have your 
vehicle, boat, RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it will be evaluated by 
experts. A determination will be made regarding what should be done to maximize 
its selling price, thereby resulting in significantly higher value than it might otherwise 
generate so you will receive the maximum tax benefit allowable by U.S. law. For tax 
purposes you, the donor, will receive a formal Certificate of Donation complying 
with all State and Federal requirements for authenticating your donation to NABS, 
an IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and 
other native cavity nesters!
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The North American Bluebird Society serves as 
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, 
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other 
native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state, 
provincial, and regional bluebird organizations 
to become NABS Affiliates in a confederation 
of equals working together in a partnership in 
international bluebird conservation. No cost is 
associated with affiliating with NABS. Your 
affiliated organization will be listed on the NABS 
website and in Bluebird. If your organization 
has a newsletter, please forward a copy to our 
headquarters. To find out more about becoming 
a NABS Affiliate, read our Affiliate Letter. Notice: 
If you are listed below, please check listing to 
see if it is current. If not, please send correct 
information to Phil Berry at pbsialia@gmail.com and 
info@nabluebirdsociety.org.


































































































Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society

Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59 Ave.
Olds, Alberta T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-556-8043
rreist1@shaw.ca

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
P.O. Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477
403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca

M ountain Bluebird Trails 
Conservation Society

Joe Michielsen
2123 22nd Street
Coaldale, AB T1M-1H6 – CANADA
403-345-4777
joe.michielsen@hotmail.com
www.bluebirdtrails.org

Arizona
Tucson Audubon Society
Jonathan Horst
300 E. University Blvd. #120
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-971-6238
jhorst@tucsonaudubon.org
www.tucsonaudubon.org

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Leon Wehmeyer
15 Banff Lane
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-855-1642
lwehm@sbcglobal.net

Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart Smith
#2 Up and Down Lane
Paget DV 03, Bermuda
441-777-9856
smitty@ibl.bm
www.bermudabluebirdsociety.com

British Columbia
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team
Rebecca Mersereau
841 Ralph Street
Victoria, BC  V8X 3E1 - CANADA
250-383-3224
rebecca.mersereau@goert.ca
www.goert.ca

Sou thern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
Ray Town
P.O. Box 277
Logan Lake, BC V0K 1W0 - CANADA
250-523-9474
info@bcbluebirds.org
www.bcbluebirds.org

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA  95014
408-257-6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org

Pal os Verdes South Bay Audubon Society
Nancy Feagans
2010½ Pullman Lane
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310-483-8192
nancy@pvsb-audubon.org
www.pvsb-audubon.org

Southern California Bluebird Club
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
www.socalbluebirds.org

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720-482-8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
303-973-1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.com

Tampa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 320025
Tampa, FL 33079
www.tampaaudubon.org

Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Leah Dunn & Michele Christ
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
ldboise@gmail.com
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org
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Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208-782-9676

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67  Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431
fowest@custertel.net

Illinois
Bond County Bluebird Society
James E. Wilson, D. Mus
502 Shannon Drive
Greenville, IL 62246-1359
618-664-1045
w.j.wilson@sbcglobal.net

East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Paul or Janice Thode
2420 County Road 0 North
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3050
janice_thode@yahoo.com

Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.jdcf.org/guardians

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org

Indiana
Bluebird Team SMG, Sunnyside 

Master Gardeners
Ray Weatherholt
1180 Nance Lane
Lanesville, IN 47136
812-725-2009
r.weatherholt@twc.com

Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
2634 Scarce O Fat Ridge Rd.
Nashville, IN 47448
812-200-5700
360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
Karen Smith
1777 E. County Road 400 S.
Clayton, IN 46118
317-513-6403
Karen12208@aol.com
www.hendricksbluebirdsociety.info

Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
P.O. Box 134
Rensselaer, IN  47978-0134
219-866-3081
ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579
jaclynhill@netins.net

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
56235 Deacon Road
Pacific Junction, IA 51561
712-624-9433 h, 712-527-9685 w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134
jcmwalt@infionline.net

Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-426-7500
philip.tamplin@gmail.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs

Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Sheryl Cooper Bassi
356 Lord Road
Oak Ridge, LA 71264
sherylbassi@hughes.net
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org

Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
John Weinrich
P.O. Box 548
Damariscotta, ME 04543
jweinrich@roadrunner.com
www.midcoastaudubon.org

Manitoba 
Friends of the Bluebirds
Herb Goulden
3407 Rosser Ave.
Brandon, MB  R7B 2P9 - CANADA
204-728-8370
ggoulden@mts.net
www.mbbluebirds.org/

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Stan Fisher
sfisher44@verizon.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Jonathan E. Lutz, Executive Director
P.O. Box 15249
Lansing, MI 48901
www.michiganaudubon.org

Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
P.O. Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
JENean Mortenson
507-332-7003
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com
Carrol Johnson
507-649-0126
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org

Missouri 
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473
steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org

Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Lisa Rakich
P.O. Box 794
Ronan, MT 59864
406-925-0025
president@mountainbluebirdtrails.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com
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Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@hotmail.com 
www.bbne.org

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Allen C. Jackson
37 Porreca Drive
Millville, NJ 08332
856-327-4861
609-805-4073 (cell)
aljaxn@aol.com
www.njbluebirdsociety.org

New York
Bro nx River - Sound Shore Audubon 

Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531
www.brssaudubon.org

Mic hael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-652-9137
princessprism@yahoo.com

NY State Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 W. Richmondville Rd
Richmondville, NY 12149
518-294-7196
bernerkl@gmail.com
www.nysbs.org

Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com

North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ken Kernodle
3102 Doubleday Place
Durham, NC 27705
919-489-0095
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-466-6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918-806-2489

Ontario 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge, ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-620-0744
billreadsbooks@gmail.com
www.oebs.ca

Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
P.O. Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Dean Rust
253 Brook Farms Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
JULY7DS@aol.com
www.thebsp.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Mike DeBruhl
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-641-2092
cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Tennessee
Tennessee Bluebird Society
Chuck James
119 Talah Way
Loudon, TN  37774
865-458-6904
tnsialia@gmail.com
www.tnbluebirdsociety.org

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
P.O. Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Jill Miller
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org

Virginia Bluebird Society
Cathy Hindman
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
703-470-7425
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
P.O. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-876-1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org

Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-344-0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org

Blu ebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
815 Sky Ridge Dr.
Madison, WI 53719
608-239-0791
birdsready@gmail.com
www.braw.org

Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
9320 Wicks Rd.
Gratiot, WI 53541
608-922-2473
lafayettecountybluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.lafayettecountybluebirdsociety.

wordpress.com



A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Vicky Larkin

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
AUDUBON SOCIETY

Gold Level (at least $2,500)

Lordi Marker
Family Foundation
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Renew Today!  Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Please be sure to include your NABS membership ID number on all renewals (your ID number is on your address label)

Date _________________
o New Membership    o Renewal    o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________   for:

o 1 Year   o 2 Years   o 3 Years   o 4 Years   Name: __________________________________________
   Household Single Person
Subscribing  o $30  o $20   Address: ________________________________________
Supporting  o $50  o $40
Contributing  o $85  o $75   City: ____________________________________________
Guardian  o $110  o $100
Life   o $500  o $500   State / Province: ______    ZIP: ______________________

Organization  o $50     Phone: __________________________________________
Small Business  o $50
Corporation  o $125     Email: __________________________________________
A+ (one year, one-time  o $15 

introductory membership offer for Affiliate members only)
Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________ Membership number: _____________________________

Additional Donation
o $30 o $50 o Other __________

o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa o MasterCard

Card #__________________________________

Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________

Expiry: ________   Signature: ______________________________

Total amount paid/charged to credit card: __________________

Where did you learn about NABS? __________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.

Payment must be in U.S. funds.
   Mail to:  NABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844, 

Bloomington IN 47407
An online membership form with payment through 
PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org


