
BlueBird
Journal of the north american BlueBird Society

Spring 2016
Vol. 38 no. 2

$5.00



Cover photo:  Park ranger Robb Hannawacker captured this image of a male Western Bluebird at Grand 
Canyon National Park. You can see more of Ranger Robb’s beautiful photos at https://www.flickr.com/
people/39422575@N02/

Table of Contents photo:  Deep in the southwestern U.S., in cool shady canyons of southeastern Arizona, lives 
the cavity-nesting Elegant Trogon. Surprisingly little is known about this species; serious study of the bird 
did not begin unitil 1977. This image is by Dominic Sherony.
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BlueBird

By now we should be thinking about nesting season. I have 
checked a few boxes, and there are nests in them. Here we 

go again! Time to get out and clean out your nestboxes if you 
haven’t already done so.

Another item on your agenda should be the annual meeting. 
This year it will be in Lacombe, Alberta, July 8, 9, and 10. 
Myrna Pearman is anxiously awaiting for all of you to sign 
up. Attendance is limited, so get it done as soon as possible.
We are looking for a huge turnout this year. I am taking a tour 
of the Canadian and American Rockies after the meeting. Lots 
of things to do.

I will be sending out emails to all of our Affiliates soon to 
catch you up on what is going on in NABS. 

I would also like to encourage all of our Affiliates to keep 
me informed on what is happening in your Affiliate. It’s 
important that we keep up on any events or happenings in 
your Affiliate. We need to share more information. If you need 
any updates on the website, let me know.

Well, since it is going to be 75 degrees 
here today, I think I had better get out 
on the trail and make sure everything is 
OK.

We hope to see you all in Lacombe, 
Alberta, in July.

Sincerely,
Phil Berry
NABS Vice President-Affiliate Relations

north american bluebird society saved the following resources by using 720 pounds of Reincarnation Matte,

made with 60% post-consumer waste and manufactured with electricity that is offset with Green-e® certified

renewable energy certificates.

north american bluebird society:  2,000 units

trees water energy solid waste

greenhouse

gases

5

fully grown

2132

gallons

2

Million BTUs

135

pounds

473

pounds

Spring Message to Our 
Affiliate Organizations

Phil Berry
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Bluebirders, spring is here! Well we still have a 
little snow right now but by the time you read this 

note nature’s annual awakening will be well upon us. 
Our members from places like Alabama, Florida, and 
Mississippi will be busy monitoring their nestboxes. 
It is hard not to feel good about Spring and it is also 
normal to feel hopeful during this time. Among other 
good things it is the start of a new bluebird nesting 
season. Of course I am hoping that everyone has 
that banner season and record numbers of bluebird 
fledglings!

Some good news to report for NABS since the 
last issue is that we have added three new Board 
members: Jane Brockway from Montana, Chuck 
James from Tennessee, and Vicki Butler from 
California. All three were added to the Board by vote 
of the Directors and all will stand for election from 
the membership when the ballot is published in the 
Summer issue of this journal. There is a good chance 
that we may even add to two additional new Board 
members, both from western locations, as well in 
the next months. So if all this comes to fruition we 
will have a total of six fresh faces on your Board of 
Directors with four of them being from areas where 
Western and Mountain Bluebird are being fledged. I 
could not be more pleased. 

How many of our members are familiar with the 
NABS DVD? This DVD is crammed full of “NABS 
knowledge,” i.e. all seven of the NABS Fact Sheets 

(in pdf format) plus several comprehensive slide 
presentations on Bluebirding Basics (both a long and 
a short version) in PowerPoint (pptx) and Adobe 
(pdf) formats, including a suggested narrative in 
Word (docx) format to accompany each slide in 
the presentations. It is a complete package. The 
presentations contain hundreds of beautiful color 
photos of bluebirds, nest boxes, predators and 
predator control measures, habitat, and other things 
needed to support an exciting presentation and to 
make your points in style. The NABS DVD can be 
ordered for $10 via a link on the top of the NABS 
home page. Clicking on this link and then the “Add 
to cart” button gives you the option to pay for the 
disk via either PayPal or credit card. If you wish 
you can also send a check for $10 to the NABS USPS 
address (NABS, P.O. Box 7844, Bloomington, IN 
47407). If you have not used PowerPoint in the past 
for your presentations I would be pleased to help 
you over that bump in the road. These DVD’s are 
an important addition to the NABS education and 
outreach program. I only wish I had thought to put 
this paragraph in last Winter’s issue!

I was gratified to see such a positive response to 
my last request for members to step up and join 
the NABS Board. With those encouraging thoughts 
in mind let me make another request of our 
membership. What are your thoughts or comments 
on two of the most persistent and long-term problems 
that NABS faces? The first problem that continues to 
vex our Society is how do we continue to replenish 
our ranks of bluebirders? Specifically, how do we 
bring younger people (as well as older folks) into 
bluebirding and also convince them to join either 
NABS or one of our Affiliate organizations? In today’s 
society many things compete for everyone’s time 
and younger people are no exceptions to this. Thus 
getting children and young adults into the bluebird 
culture and demonstrating to them the value of taking 
the time to build and monitor a nestbox trail is no 
small feat. Some of you may have come across ideas 
or programs that are particularly effective at getting 
young citizens to participate in bluebirding. If so 
please share your thoughts and recommendations 
on this matter with our Society at large. I think we 
all know how important this is. We know that if all 
the bluebirders retired this season and took down 
their boxes bluebirds would be in big trouble in less 
than a decade. We must keep NABS and our Affiliate 

The NABS DVD is crammed with information you 
can use including colorful presentations, “how to’s” 

such as the NABS Fact Sheets, and many great 
photographs of bluebirds and bluebirding.

From the President
Bernie Daniel
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organizations alive and healthy and the nestboxes 
open and monitored across our Continent!

Speaking of our Affiliates! The second problem that 
has been with NABS for a long as we have had State 
level and other Affiliate bluebird organizations is: 
how can NABS cooperate with these organizations in 
a meaningful way to make our mutual efforts additive 
or even synergistic? To this end, NABS has a VP for 
Associate relations, Phil Berry, and he works hard 
to maintain communications with the NABS affiliate 
organizations. But both NABS and the Affiliates have 
had less success at coming up with actual programs 
that we can productively work cooperatively on. 
Looking at it another way, if fostering bluebirds in 
North America were a big pie what pieces can NABS 
best do and what part could most effectively be done 
by the Affiliates? Again, if members have thoughts 
or ideas on this topic we would certainly like to hear 
about them.

In closing, most of us are happy that winter is nearly 
over. In the main, it is fair to say that the harsh winter 
I worried about last fall did not come to pass. Much 
of the Continent had a mild December. But through 
January to March across much of North America 
we had periods, albeit relatively brief ones, of cold 

and even frigid weather and also some record snow 
accumulations. If you find cases of winter kill when 
you open up your trail this season please do not 
hesitate to send NABS a note about it so that we 
can continue to monitor this situation across the 
Continent.

Again, best wishes for lots of new blues from our 
nestboxes and our trails this season!

Chuck James was born in Wyandotte, Michigan, 
and lives with his wife Terry. They have been 

married for 38 years. 

After finishing high school Chuck moved to 
Chicago, Illinois, to major in Social Group Work 
at George Williams College and later in Business 
at Northwestern University. He is retired from 
Transonic Systems where he served as Vice President 
of Sales. Transonic is known as a world leader in 
open heart and neurosurgery blood flow monitoring 
products.

Eleven years ago Chuck and 
Terry moved from Inverness, 
Illinois, to Loudon, Tennessee, 
in the eastern part of the state 
where Chuck continued to 
work until retiring in 2009. 
Chuck fills his retirement time 
serving on several nonprofit 
Boards. He is the Past President 

of the Knoxville Opera Guild Board and currently 
serves on the Knoxville Opera Board. He is also a past 
Board Member of the Little River Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited.

Chuck became interested in bluebirds about 14 years 
ago, through his wife’s niece and her husband, Kathy 
and Mike Hartke. The Hartkes are both Life Members 
of NABS and have attended NABS annual meetings 
for about 15 years. At the 2013 NABS Annual Meeting 
in Aiken, South Carolina, Chuck was very impressed 
with the South Carolina Bluebird Society and Jim 
Burke’s work with that organization. At that meeting 
Chuck talked to Farrell Roe about developing a strong 
statewide bluebird society in Tennessee. Shortly, 
thereafter the Tennessee Bluebird Society was formed. 

Chuck believes that through a strong state effort in 
conservation and education we can continue to see 
the bluebird and other native cavity-nesting bird 
populations thrive, however, it is imperative we start 
educating the next generation now.

Welcome to New NABS Board Member, Chuck James

Bernie Daniel with one of his “Ohiowood” nestboxes 
that has received repairs including a new door and 

polystyrene heat shield for the new season.
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

With this year’s NABS conference in the West, we’ve tried to get you prepared by highlighting that 
western denizen, the Western Bluebird—see the handsome cover photo and the article on Western/

Eastern Bluebird identification on page 21. And read through the conference schedule and speakers’ 
information, found in the center of this issue—Myrna Pearman and Ellis 
Bird Farm have outdone themselves with their preparation. This should be 
an excellent conference that you won’t want to miss!

My thanks to Greg Beavers (NABS), Gail Garber (Hawks Aloft), Steve & 
Regina Garr (Missouri Bluebird Society), Juanita Roushdy (Mid-Coast 
Audubon), Pauline Tom (Texas Bluebird Society), and all of the writers 
and photographers who contributed material to this issue, and to the 
sponsors and advertisers.

As always, please send any photos, articles, or 
ideas to me at NABSeditor@gmail.com or 5405 
Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402.
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NABS Notices
Notice to members: Proposed NABS By-Laws Change

The NABS Board is proposing an amendment to the current By-Laws. This is the required 120-day notice to the 
membership of that proposed change. The change is proposed for Article XVIII, section 1 which now reads as 
follows:

1. The Society shall hold one election each year on August 15th (referred to as the Annual Election). This 
election shall be for the purpose of electing a slate of directors and for voting on any other matters 
which the Society’s membership is required to approve. Nominations for the slate of directors close on 
May 15th.

The proposed change is to the date for closing nominations for the board of directors. The current closing 
date of May 15th is problematic because that is also the usual closing date for getting copy to the editor for 
the summer issue of Bluebird. The ballot must be published in the summer issue of Bluebird in order to have it 
before the membership by June 15th (as required by Article XVIII, section 2). This means that the nominations 
closing date is the same as the summer Bluebird submission deadline. It is obviously not ideal to close 
nominations, finalize the ballot, and submit it to the editor all on the same day. Therefore, it is here proposed 
that the by-laws be changed to allow nominations to be closed on May 1st This leaves a two-week period 
between nominations closing and the ballot submission to the Bluebird editor. Thus it is proposed that Article 
XVIII, section 1 after amendment read as follows:

1. The Society shall hold one election each year on August 15th (referred to as the Annual Election). This 
election shall be for the purpose of electing a slate of directors and for voting on any other matters 
which the Society’s membership is required to approve. Nominations for the slate of directors close on 
May 1st.

NABS members are welcome to comment on this proposed change.

Brenda responded to a request to the Audubon 
Society of Portland by Hubert Prescott and Earl 

Gillis when their dedication to putting up nestboxes 
for bluebirds in the northern Willamette Valley 
exceeded the time and energy that they had to 
monitor the extensive network of trails. She walked 
the fields, orchards, farmlands, and properties of 
landowners alongside them and then independently. 
She served in many capacities as a volunteer, 
including monitor and bander, trainer, cheerleader for 
new volunteers, an officer and board member, and as 
her energies and later her health made it increasingly 
difficult to keep up with field work and meetings, 
she continued to be an advisor and supporter of the 
project and the birds. Her dedication had a lasting 
effect on our organization and bluebirds throughout 
the northern Willamette valley.

It is with regret that we share with you that Brenda 
died June 13, 2014, having valiantly fought ovarian 
cancer for over five years, not allowing the diagnosis 
to stop her from enjoying and living her life, which 
she did with grace and courage. Brenda was a bundle 

of energy, enthusiasm, and a loving and caring 
friend. She was a registered nurse, and specialized in 
pediatric nursing. She had many enthusiasms, most 
of them involving 
the outdoors, travel, 
and music. She was 
an avid reader and 
lifelong learner.

We will miss her 
smiles, her insights, 
her compassion for 
others (including 
wildlife), and her 
courage. Brenda 
asked that the poem 
in the sidebar be 
shared with her 
friends when she 
leaves them behind, 
urging them to get 
on with living, not to 
grieve.

Notices from NABS Affiliates
Remembering Brenda McGowan, Founding Member of

Prescott Bluebird Recovery Program

   Afterglow
by Helen L. Marshall

I’d like the memory of me
To be a happy one.
I’d like to leave an afterglow
of smiles when day is done.
I’d like to leave an echo
Whispering softly down the ways,
Of happy times, and laughing times
And bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve
To dry before the sun
Of happy memories
I leave behind -
When day is done.
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We often come across abnormalities in nature that pique our curiosity. 
Frank Langella was enjoying a morning walk at Cloverdale Farm 

County Park in Barnegat, Ocean County, New Jersey, when he noticed a 
small group of 6–8 bluebirds laying claim to a Wood Duck box near the 
back reservoir.

Frank took this picture on February 17, 2016, at 8:00 on a cold 20-degree 
morning. Since bluebirds routinely overwinter in southern New Jersey, his 
photo suggests these Eastern Bluebirds used the Wood Duck box to roost 
in during the night. One would think the remaining Wood Duck down and 
sawdust from last year’s nest would provide sufficient warmth to justify 
selecting the box for a roost.

Cloverdale Farm County Park is partnering with the New Jersey Bluebird 
Society to improve their bluebird trail and has an excellent educational 
program that includes proper management of bluebirds.

That isn’t Just Ducky
Allen Jackson

Flock to NABS on Facebook!
Great friends, great photos, great videos, and great information are all waiting for you 
on the NABS Facebook page. Stay connected with NABS members and other bluebird 
enthusiasts at www.facebook.com/NorthAmericanBluebirdSociety

The name “titmouse” belongs to a group of energetic grayish-
brown cavity nesters closely related to chickadees. North 

America has five species of titmouse: Juniper, Oak, Bridled, Black-
crested, and Tufted. 

In discussions of this group, the question sometimes arises, what 
should we call more than one titmouse? Titmice or titmouses? Our 
first instinct is titmice, since we use mice as the plural of mouse. But 
this is akin to saying mongeese for more than one mongoose, which 
is flat-out wrong. It’s this mouse part of titmouse that throws us 
off. However, in this case it does not refer to a rodent. If you trace 
titmouse back along the twisting the path of the English language 
you’ll eventually arrive at mase, which apparently was once the 
name for any small bird. So by all rights, the plural of titmouse 
should really be titmouses.

Something tells me it will never catch on.
Black-crested Titmouse. 
Photo by Andy Morffew.

Titmice or Titmouses?
Scott W. Gillihan
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Mike Norkum spotted this sleepy Eastern Screech-Owl at Mud Lake, 
one of Ottawa, Ontario’s premier bird-watching sites. You can see more 
of Mike’s photos, including some really spectacular Snowy Owl images, at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mikenorkum/

A Vancouver, British Columbia–
based bird photographer who posts 
online as “Nigel” captured this image 
of a perched Mountain Bluebird. 
See more of Nigel’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/winnu/

Photo Gallery

Fresh from his bath, this Eastern Bluebird 
appears to have bitten off more than 
he can chew. Photo byTom Stovall, 
Resident Photographer in Nature & 
Landscapes at Meadowlark Botanical 
Gardens in Vienna, Virginia. More beautiful 
photos are at www.tomstovall.com and 
www.dcgardens.com/meadowlark
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Bella Vista is a 36,000 acre (56 square mile) 
recreational community and retirement city 
located in the Ozark Mountains in extreme 

northwestern Arkansas. It is bound on the north 
by the Missouri state line and on the south by 
Bentonville, which is the headquarters for Walmart. 
Bella Vista was created in the mid-1960s by Cooper 
Communities, Inc. It grew to a population of 16,000 
and in 2007 left its “village” status and became a 
“city” that has since grown to over 28,000. 

Besides the natural hills, lakes, streams, and trees that 
attract many wildlife species—including birds—Bella 
Vista by 1979 contained three 18-hole golf courses. 
A group of Bella Vista residents concerned about the 
decline in Eastern Bluebird populations, and familiar 
with NABS’s efforts to help conserve them, decided 
that with this habitat and the golf courses they should 
form a club to increase the bluebird population in 
Bella Vista.

Charles Nelson, after reading an article in Parade 
Sunday magazine titled “Where Have All the 
Bluebirds Gone,” promoted the idea of establishing 
bluebird trails on the golf courses. With their wide 
open areas, nearby trees and bushes, and pristine 
grass fairways and rough, the courses are havens for 
insects, the main food source for bluebirds. Nelson 
approached Charlotte Martin to set up the trails and 
The Bella Vista Bluebird Society (BVBBS) was thus 
set in motion. The Society held its first meeting on 
February 1, 1980. It was chaired by Charlotte Martin 
and attended by 13 other citizens. This meeting was 
held to organize the group. All work was done by 

volunteers, including recruiting monitors and electing 
Charles Nelson as the first president. 

The next order of business was to get permission 
from the Property Owners Association (POA) to 
install boxes on the golf courses. At this time the golf 
operations had no yardage markers of any sort. The 
Bluebird Society came up with a plan to place the 
nestboxes at intervals of 100, 150, and 200 yards on 
each side of the fairway in order to provide these 
markers. The POA thought this was a great idea and 
gave the society permission to start installing boxes. 

In 1980 the society installed 75 nestboxes on the three 
golf courses that were in operation. In this first year, 
150 bluebirds were fledged. At this time Bella Vista 
was a small village of approximately 1,500 people. 
From this small beginning of three golf courses Bella 
Vista grew to a population of 28,000, seven golf 
courses, seven lakes, and became a city in 2007.

This growth also benefitted the BVBBS. As the city 
grew, BVBBS kept pace by adding boxes as each 
new golf course was opened. From its beginnings 
with 75 nesting boxes on three golf courses, by 1990 
BVBBS had grown to 304 nestboxes on five golf 
courses, an annual fledging rate of about 1000, and a 
total fledging of 6,712 bluebirds. By 1995 Bella Vista 
had seven golf courses and the Bluebird Society had 
grown to 335 nestboxes, an annual fledging rate of 
about 1150, and a total fledging of 12,135 bluebirds. 
Shorter trails were also added, the last in 2010 being 
the addition of a trail around Lake Bella Vista in 
observance of our 30th anniversary.

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Leon Wehmeyer

The par 3 hole #9 at Highlands Golf Course in Bella Vista, 
representative of bluebird habitat available on the course

At Lake Bella Vista’s 30th Anniversary 
celebration, Jim Janssen and Lela Sandfort 

cut the ribbon to open a new trail.
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Charles Nelson is recognized as the founder of the 
BVBBS, and he was active until the early 2000s. He 
served four years as president, plus many more years 
as Publicity Manager and other critical roles. His 
dedication to bluebird conservation was the driving 
force behind the early successes of the society, and he 
was so honored by NABS in 1999 with their award 
for “Outstanding contribution to the field of Bluebird 
Conservation.” This was at the 1999 NABS convention 
at Great Falls, Montana. Nelson was unable to 
attend because of failing health, but his plaque was 
presented to him by Jim Janssen, the President of 
BVBBS at that time. 

Another key person in the early years of BVBBS 
besides Martin and Nelson was Lela Sandfort. 
Lela, beginning in 1981, was in charge of monitors 
including recruiting, training, gathering reports, and 
whatever the society needed from her. She herself 
monitored during this time and continued doing so 
until 2013 when she reached the age of 100. She still 
is available for recruiting monitors and for giving 
advice to BVBBS members, with a very sharp memory 
of those years. She turned 103 on March 10, 2016.

In 1994, Jim Janssen took over as president of 
the society, having already served since 1990 as 
Monitor & Trail Boss. He continued as president for 
22 years until 2015, when he chose to step down. 
Jim’s dedication to bluebird conservation, like that 
of his mentor Charles Nelson, carried the BVBBS 
through those 25 years. He also was honored, in 
2005, by the “Daughters of the American Revolution” 
in recognition of Outstanding Achievement for 
Environmental Awareness. 

In 1990, the BVBBS recommended to the Bella Vista 
Village Pride Committee that the bluebird be named 
Bella Vista’s “Official Bird.” The committee endorsed 
this recommendation, but as they did when it named 
the dogwood the official tree and the crepe myrtle the 
official bush, they asked property owners to vote on 
the status via balloting in the Weekly Vista newspaper. 
Results of that balloting ran 8-to-1 in favor of the 
Eastern Bluebird. Other birds nominated were the 
Northern Cardinal, the American Goldfinch, and 
an unnamed “hunting bird.” Several years later, the 
bluebird was also named the official bird of the Bella 
Vista Garden Club. 

By 2005 the Bluebird Society had installed 408 
nestboxes on the seven golf courses and on small 
trails at churches, recreation areas, and the cemetery. 
Fledging grew from 12,135 in 1995 to 25,270 in 
2005, with annual rates of about 1500. Bella Vista at 
that time, because of the large number of bluebird 
fledglings and the small area that has produced 
these figures, considered itself “The Bluebird Capital 
of the USA.” True or not, we do feel that fledging 
1500 bluebirds annually in that small an area is an 
accomplishment to be proud of.

From 2005 to 2015 the society increased its nestboxes 
to 425 and fledglings to 42,504, with annual rates 
increasing to about 1750. In addition to the bluebird 
fledglings in 2015, the nestboxes produced 597 Tree 
Swallows, 81 chickadees, 31 wrens, and 10 titmice. 
We occasionally even produce Prothonotary Warbler 
fledglings, including 4 in 2015. The chart on the 
next page shows total number of bluebirds fledged 
and number of boxes from 1980 to 2015. As of now, 
the BVBBS has two people building nestboxes, 34 
monitors, and eight Trail Bosses (Maintenance). 

Lela Sandfort at age 100, with Jim Janssen
and Norma Clark

BVBBS Monitor and Trail Boss Alycyn Culbertson 
checks a nestbox amidst golfers
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The BVBBS has operated through 
the years with only volunteer 
help. Our main source of income 
comes from building boxes and 
guards and installing them in 
Bella Vista neighborhoods. These 
neighborhoods contribute up to 
400 additional bluebirds fledged 
each year. On several occasions, 
usually when flooding from the 
many streams running through the 
golf courses destroys our box sets, 
the POA/City of Bella Vista has 
generously donated some money 
to help us replace those boxes.

All in all, we are a proud group of 
bluebird conservationists here in Bella Vista that we 
feel has done our part in increasing the population of 
these beautiful and delightful little birds.

Leon Wehmeyer is in his second year as President of the 
Bella Vista Bluebird Society, preceded by 12 years with 

the society as Monitor & Trail Boss on several golf course 
trails. He was an avid birdwatcher after his first field trip 
in Calgary, Alberta, in May 1989. His birding has played a 
central role in his being in every U.S. state (Hawaii 
excepted) and every Canadian province. He is now retired 
and limits his birding to backyard birds and the bluebirds.

Bluebirds Fledged (left axis)

Number of Boxes (right axis)

What can be cuter than baby birds? Or, on the other hand, what can be more strange or reptilian? 
Regardless of your opinion, the latest book by Julie Zickefoose, Baby Birds (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 

may be worthy of consideration.

This hefty volume (338 pages) is a mixture of art and natural history. Zickefoose 
provides plenty of each in more than 400 watercolor figures to show the 
development of 17 different species of wild birds. All but one nested on her 
home property in southern Ohio. Her artwork is accompanied by individual 
intriguing narratives, all about the lives of these nestlings. Clearly, she writes 
about them with authority.

She follows their day-by-day development, in both drawing and accompanying 
text, chronicling their growth. Certainly, there is material in there you never 
knew about, concerning Carolina Wren, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, or 
Chimney Swift. As an artist and wildlife rehabilitator, Zickefoose is uniquely 
positioned to create such a fine work, and nothing like this has ever been 
attempted before. She has broken new ground.

The only disappointing thing about the book is the pencil-rendered script that accompanies much of the pieces 
of artwork. While capturing an authentic presence of the artist as scientist, the words are sometimes just too 
difficult to read.

No matter. We get a unique insider’s view of the breeding biology, growth, and charm of these creatures. Yes, 
they are ultra-cute.

This review originally appeared in The Birding Community E-Bulletin (http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-
bulletin). It is reprinted here with permission.

Book Notes: Ultra-Cute
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Avoid the Tree Swallow Hole Hog
Tom Boehm

Tree Swallows are known to have hole hog 
issues. The name hole hog is given to one of 
the chicks that climbs up into the nestbox hole 

and hogs the hole. The parents feed only the chick in 
the hole while the other chicks starve to death inside 
of the box. This first happened to me during the 2013 
nesting season. I didn’t realize what was happening 
until the hole hog fledged and I found the remaining 
chicks dead inside of the nest box.

For the 2014 nesting season I thought I would try 
something different. I drilled a ¼-inch hole below the 
entrance hole and inserted a wooden perch. I thought 
if the parents could land on the perch maybe they 
would push the hole hog back inside and feed the 
other nestlings. That didn’t work since the parents 
would never land on the perch. They just hovered 
above it and continued to feed the hole hog. 

I searched the internet and found an article about 
hole hogs and what to do for this situation. The article 
recommended drilling additional holes so I drilled 
two additional 1½-inch diameter holes in the front of 
the nestbox, one hole on either side of the center hole. 
I put ⅟₁₆-inch–thick white plastic rotating flaps over 
the two additional holes so that they would be used 
only when needed. 

In 2015 a pair of Tree Swallows moved in and built a 
nest. Five eggs were laid and all hatched successfully. 
This time I paid close attention to the nestbox and 
watched for the hole hog to appear and sure enough it 
did. When I opened a flap to expose the second hole, 
the parents were a little apprehensive. They soon got 
over their apprehension in order to feed their loud 
begging chicks. Sometimes the parents would use 
the second hole to enter the box, feed the chicks, and 
bypass the hole hog altogether.

When a second hole hog appeared I opened another 
flap and exposed the third hole. The parents 
continued to feed all the chicks and would use any 
one of the holes to enter the box when one was 
available. The chicks seemed to sense that they ALL 
would be fed so hogging a hole was no longer a 
priority. All five chicks successfully fledged over a 
four-day period. 

Although this technique worked, it does require close 
monitoring. The nestbox is only about 40 feet from 
my house so I can monitor it very easily.

I have read several articles stating that the Tree 
Swallow populations are declining. It’s easy to see 
why when the species demonstrates survival of the 
fittest behaviors.    

About the Nextbox
I recently had some work done on my house and I 
built the bird house with the leftover lumber. The 
lumber I used isn’t your typical wood lumber—it’s 
plastic PVC trim board that is smooth on one side and 
has a simulated wood grain on the other side. The 
material is ¾-inch thick and is white in color which 
reflects the heat of the sun quite well. It will never rot, 
warp or split and never needs painted although you 
can paint it if you want as long as you use the correct 
type of paint. 

Tree Swallows like a little more room than bluebirds 
so the inside floor dimensions are 5 inches by 5 
inches. The hole diameter is the same 1½ inches. 
One very important feature of the box is the wire 
screen on the inside of the front wall below the 
entrance holes. This allows the birds to climb out of 
the box since the inside walls are so smooth. I used a 
hardware cloth that has ¼-inch square openings.

The hole hog. Second hole open. All three holes open.
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On the outside of the box under the holes I roughed up the 
areas by pounding in divots using a finishing nail. This helps 
the parents get a foothold on the outside of the box. Another 
important feature of the box is the ventilation holes. I drilled 
¼-inch dimeter holes on the sides and floor since the PVC 
material can hold moisture inside of the box under certain 
weather conditions.

Tom Boehm of Charlottesville, Virginia, is a NABS member, a 
wildlife enthusiast, and an amateur photographer.

For all creatures, including humans, the basic needs 
are food and shelter, year round. It’s easy to see 

that these needs are abundant in lush forests and 
landscapes. But would you believe that dead trees 
can provide more habitat for wildlife than when they 
were alive?

A dead or dying tree to some is unsightly; to a birder 
or naturalist it is glorious because it can be home to 
a number of cavity-nesting birds. For a birder, it is a 
snag full of promise and surprise. You never know 
what you might find atop or on the side of a snag.

In many areas, that surprise 
can include Hairy, Downy, 
Pileated, Red-bellied, and 
Black-backed Woodpeckers, 
Northern Flickers, Black-
capped Chickadees, White-
breasted and Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, Brown Creepers, 
owls, eagles, Ospreys, Great 
Blue Herons, and more.

Not only do birds depend on 
snags but mammals such as 
bats, squirrels, and chipmunks 
use them for foraging, shelter, 
and nesting. For wildlife, 
there’s nothing like coming 
upon a dead tree and chowing 
down on the insects and larvae 
between the bark and cambria 
or in the heart of the tree. Lots 
of protein.

Snags add texture and interest to a landscape. Take 
a walk in the woods and see how many snags you 
notice. Check them out; notice their differing stages of 
decay; look at the holes. Maybe something will peek 
out at you. Did a Pileated make the hole? Is there a 
nest on the top? Are there wood chips or droppings at 
the base of the snag?

When the snag finally succumgs and collapses, it 
then becomes a nurse log for seedlings and fungi, and 
eventually becomes part of the forest floor.

Next time you see someone cutting 
a dead tree down ask them to leave 
the trunk for wildlife.

For more information, visit:

Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife
http://wdfw.wa.gov/living/snags/

The Cavity Conservation Initiative
http://cavityconservation.com/

Juanita Roushdy is editor of The 
Merganser, the newsletter of Maine’s 
Mid-Coast Audubon, a NABS 
Affiliate. This article originally 
appeared in a slightly different form in 
that publication; it appears here with 
permission.

What is a Wildlife Tree?
Juanita Roushdy
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Large mealworms now available!





We invite you to join us at the 39th annual North American Bluebird Society Convention! NABS 2016 will be 
held at Ellis Bird Farm (EBF), a nonprofit bird education and research centre in Central Alberta, Canada. Ellis Bird Farm is 
a unique facility that operates both as a working farm and as an organization devoted to the conservation, education and 
research of native cavity-nesting birds and other wildlife.

The theme of NABS 2016 will be about the secrets of bird migration, and how new technologies are providing insights 
into the remarkable migration journeys of Mountain Bluebirds, Tree Swallows and Purple Martins. The convention will 
include presentations by leading scientists, provide opportunities to network with fellow bluebirders, host vendor 
displays and offer bus tours to local areas of interest. Ellis Bird Farm is located in Central Alberta, and is easily reached 
from either Edmonton or Calgary. 

THURSDAY, JULY 7
TIME ACTIVITY / VENUE
Evening NABS Board Meeting / Best Western Hotel, Lacombe
6:00 – 8:30 PM Vendor set up / EBF

FRIDAY, JULY 8  AT ELLIS BIRD FARM
10:00 AM – Noon Registration
11:00 AM – Noon Lunch
Noon Welcoming Comments, Introductions (Morris Flewwelling)
1:00 PM – 5:30 PM A Celebration of Ellis Bird Farm (Six rotating, concurrent sessions – 45 minutes each) 

The Remarkable Story of Ellis Bird Farm (Myrna Pearman)
EBF: A World-Class Public Garden (Cynthia Pohl)
Purple Martin Research/RFID and Geolocator Demonstration (Alisha Ritchie)
Sharing EBF with Beavers and EBF Technology Innovations (Scott Hoyland and Ron Biel)
Cavity-nesting Ducks and EBF Video Productions (Claudia Lipski and Cheyenne Knight) 
Neighbourhood Tour (Darcy Gabert and Morris Flewwelling)

5:30 PM – Beef on a Bun and Cash Bar
Frank Farley: An Early Alberta Naturalist (Michael Dawe)

SATURDAY, JULY 9  AT ELLIS BIRD FARM
7:00 AM – 9:00 AM Registration / Morning with the Martins
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM Welcoming Comments (Morris Flewwelling)
9:15 AM – 9:45 AM Bluebirding on the Canadian Prairies (Lorne Scott)
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM Tracking Mountain Bluebirds (Dr. Kevin Fraser)
10:30 AM – 10:45 AM Break
10:45 AM – 11:30 AM Tracking Purple Martins (Dr. Kevin Fraser)
11:30 AM – Noon Studying Purple Martins using RFID and Geolocator Technology (Alisha Ritchie)
Noon – 1:00 PM Lunch
1:00 PM – 1:30 PM Engaging the Next Generation of Bluebirders (Dr. Glen Hvenegaard)
1:30 PM – 2:15 PM The Tree Swallows of Beaverhill Lake (Dr. Geoff Holroyd)
2:15 PM – 2:30 PM Break
2:30 PM – 3:00 PM Tree Swallow Nest Mites (Alexandra Grossi)
3:00 PM – 3:30 PM Nestbox Parasites: Thinking Inside the Box (Dr. Margo Pybus)
3:30 PM – 4:00 PM A Celebration of Alberta Birds (Gerald Romanchuk)
4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Free time (back to hotel to change for banquet)
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM Affiliate meeting (Ellis Centre)
6:00 PM – 10:00 PM Banquet (Brian Keating – Natural Relationships) and NABS Awards

NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY 39th Annual Conference



SUNDAY, July 10 BUS TOUR (EAST-CENTRAL ALBERTA)
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Bluebird trail, local cultural, historical and natural history (Brian Biggs and Phil French)

Bagged lunch included 
5:00 PM – BBQ and farewells at EBF

MONDAY, July 11 POST-CONFERENCE VAN TOUR (WEST-CENTRAL ALBERTA)
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Medicine River Wildlife Centre and other points of interest (Judy Boyd)

Bagged lunch included

ACCOMMODATIONS

Hotels: There are blocks of rooms booked for the NABS conference at: 
Best Western Hotel: 4751 63 St. Lacombe, AB  T4L 1K7
(403) 782-3535 or toll-free at 1-800-780-7234

Microtel Inn and Suites by Wyndham Blackfalds: 6021 Parkwood Road, Blackfalds, AB  T0M 0J0 
(403) 885-9797 or toll-free at 1-800-337-0050

Campground Accommodations:
Michener Recreation Area Campground, Lacombe. 15 minutes west of EBF; accessed off Highway 12. 
(403)782-2268 after May; for off-season inquiries call (403) 782-1284.

Rochon Sands Campground at Rochon Sands Provincial Park (Buffalo Lake). 45 minutes east of EBF on 
Highway 601. (403) 742-4338

Burbank Park Campground (Junction of Red Deer and Blindman Rivers). 15 minutes south west of EBF; 
(403) 885-5335

Haunted Lakes Campground (Haunted Lake). 25 minutes east of EBF. (403) 747-2330

Bed and Breakfast: 
Elizabeth View Bed and Breakfast (Elizabeth Lake). 15 minutes west of EBF. (403) 782-3407;  
www.elizabethview.ca

50th Avenue House. 15 minutes west of EBF in downtown Lacombe. (403) 782-4264; http://50thavenuehouse.com

The Honeyberry Inn is conveniently located just down the road from EBF. (403) 782-4263; 
www.billycojunction.com/bedbreakfast.htm

NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY 39th Annual Conference



SPEAKERS AND TRIP LEADERS

Master of Ceremonies:  Morris Flewwelling has served in a multitude of leadership positions in Central 
Alberta. He began his working career as a teacher with the Red Deer Public School District and has been 
instrumental in the establishment of such important heritage initiatives as the Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation. He served as Red Deer’s mayor from 2004 until 2013. Morris played a key role in founding EBF 
and was EBF’s first Chairman of the Board.

Friday Session Leaders: The EBF Team:
Ron Biel is the site foreman, handyman and craftsman of Ellis Bird Farm. He grew up just a few miles from EBF, 

and as a child spent time with Charlie and Winnie Ellis. He now keeps the site running with his expertise in 
exhibit design and construction, creative beaver flood control, carpentry and amazing repair talents.

Morris Flewwelling – See Master of Cermonies
Dr. Kevin Fraser – see Saturday program
Phil French – see Field Trip program
Darcy Gabert is the Secretary and MEGlobal representative on the EBF board. He grew up on a farm close 

to EBF and spent time during his childhood with Charlie, “The Bird Man.” He was asked by Bryan Shantz, 
EBF’s first biologist, to help monitor part of Charlie’s nestbox trail, a task he accomplished with his trusty 
dirt bike. He has worked at MEGlobal for the past 33 years and has been an active EBF board member for 
the past 10 years.

Scott Hoyland is the EBF technical and IT wizard. He pioneered the use of RFID technology, invented cavity 
cameras, and installs/maintains our webcams and AV equipment. He also delivers popular survival programs 
at EBF over the summer.

Cheyenne Knight has returned to Ellis Bird Farm for a third summer, where she shares her love of 
nature with young and old alike. She is a student in Veterinary Medicine at the University of Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.

Claudia Lipski joined the Ellis Bird Farm team to assist with school program delivery. Her duties have 
expanded to include staff training and monitoring of the EBF bluebird trail. She combines her training as an 
early childhood educator with her love of nature to offer popular programs to youngsters. EBF staff have 
dubbed her the “Fairy Godmother.”

Myrna Pearman – Ellis Bird Farm has been Myrna’s life-long career. She became the Site Services Manager 
and Biologist at EBF in 1987, and since that time has overseen the development of the farm into a well-
respected conservation, education and research site. A keen naturalist, writer and photographer, she has 
authored or coauthored several books. She also contributes to various magazines and newspapers, and has 
had her photographs widely published. She is a founding member of NABS.

Cynthia Pohl is the owner and operator of Living Lands Landscape and Design and has been the Head 
Gardener/Designer for the Ellis Bird Farm since 2002. In addition to turning EBF into a world-class, organic 
public garden, Cynthia is responsible for the development of our unique and interesting signage. Each 
summer she presents workshops on pollinator gardens, etc.

Alisha Ritchie – See Saturday program

Friday Evening and Saturday Presenters: 
Michael Dawe: Frank Farley

Michael Dawe will be speaking about Frank Farley, the famous Canadian naturalist who lived in Red Deer 
and Camrose and after whom the author Farley Mowat, Frank Farley’s nephew, was named. Michael is Red 
Deer’s long-standing archivist and historian. He has written several books on Central Alberta history and is 
a columnist for several Central Alberta newspapers.

Dr. Kevin Fraser: Tracking Mountain Bluebirds and Purple Martins
Dr. Fraser will be speaking about his groundbreaking research on the migration of both Purple Martins and 
Mountain Bluebirds using geolocator and GPS technology. These new technologies allow the collection of 
detailed information on migration routes, overwintering sites and the environmental conditions that birds 
face between breeding seasons. These new data can be used to determine how these factors may affect their 
behaviour, survival and breeding activity when they get back to Canada. He will be presenting new migratory 
connectivity and migration behaviour data and will discuss these findings in the context of conservation. Kevin is an 
Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Biological Sciences at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg. 

Alexandra Grossi: Tree Swallow Nest Mites 
Birds’ nests, at first glance, might look like nothing more than a cozy spot for eggs to be laid. But closer 
inspection reveals that they provide excellent habitat for arthropods. Nest mites, among the most diverse 
and abundant nest inhabitants, are known to be parasitic, but there are also peaceful detritivores and 
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mites that prey upon other parasites and detritivores, forming a complex community all housed within a single nest. 
Alexandra will discuss the diversity of mites inhabiting Tree Swallow nestboxes, their prevalence and variation based on 
geographical location. Alexandra is a doctoral student at the University of Alberta.

Dr. Geoff Holroyd: The Tree Swallows of Beaverhill Lake
Dr. Geoff Holryod will be speaking about Tree Swallow research being conducted at the Beaverhill Bird 
Observatory, located east of Edmonton, Alberta. Observatory researchers have been using geolocators 
to track Tree Swallow movement, including post-breeding dispersal, migration and overwintering patterns. 
Geoff first became interested in birds as a teenager. He retired in 2012 after 36 years with the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and is now chair of the Beaverhill Bird Observatory.

Dr. Glen Hvenegaard: Engaging the Next Generation of Bluebirders
The future of many wildlife species depends on the contributions of dedicated volunteer stewards, 
organized through groups like NABS. Because of ongoing turnover, there is a need to regularly attract and 
support new stewards. Dr. Hvenegaard will summarize the experiences from other wildlife stewardship 
projects and apply them to bluebird conservation. Glen is an Environmental Science professor at the 
University of Alberta’s Augustana Campus in Camrose. 

Dr. Margo Pybus: Nestbox Parasites: Thinking Inside the Box
Cavity-nesting birds share their nest site with a number of other species. This presentation will highlight nest 
parasites (other than mites) and provide information about who they are, how they got there, what you can 
do to reduce their occurrence and whether they pose potential risk to birds or to you. Margo is an Adjunct 
Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at the University of Alberta. She is also a Provincial 
Wildlife Disease Specialist with Alberta Fish and Wildlife.

Alisha Ritchie: Studying Purple Martins Using RFID and Geolocator Technology 
Alisha will be speaking about her groundbreaking use of RFID technology, which she uses in combination 
with geolocator and GPS technology to track migration and study parental nest provisioning rates in Purple 
Martins. She hopes that her research will be able to identify which environmental factors are involved in 
affecting the reproductive success of this declining aerial insectivore. Alisha is a graduate student in the Avian 
Behavioural and Conservation Lab at the University of Manitoba under the supervision of Dr. Kevin Fraser.

Gerald Romanchuk: A Celebration of Alberta Birds
Gerald Romanchuk will present his breathtaking images of Alberta birds. He will share photographs and 
stories about his encounters with cavity-nesting birds and other bird species that are fairly unique to 
Alberta (Great Gray Owls, Northern Hawk Owls, Boreal Chickadees, etc.). Gerald is a longtime member of 
the Edmonton Nature Club and one of Alberta’s most celebrated bird photographers.

Lorne Scott: A Short History of Bluebird Conservation on the Canadian Prairies
Lorne Scott made his first nesting box at the age of 15 and has had Mountain Bluebirds nesting for 50 years 
on and around his farm. A founding member of NABS and a bluebird trail operator who has maintained the 
longest continuous trail in Canada, Lorne will talk about the history of bluebird conservation in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Lorne lives and farms at Indian Head, Saskatchewan. He is a founding board 
member of NABS, has served as Saskatchewan’s Minister of Environment, and is active in many conservation 
organizations.

Saturday Banquet Speaker: Brian Keating: Natural Relationships
Brian Keating is a well-known naturalist, writer, CBC contributor and nature tour guide. He is the Calgary 
Zoo’s Honourary Conservation Advisor and is an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the 
University of Calgary. Brian has been leading groups on nature-based travel for three decades, exploring some 
of the best wildlife areas on the planet. He’s in high demand as an international speaker, presenting at some 50 
events a year.

Bus Field Trip Leaders:
Brian Biggs will be leading the East Central Alberta bus field trip, including stops at the famous Dry Island 

Buffalo Jump Provincial Park along the Red Deer River. Brian farms in an area of prime bluebird habitat 
near the Red Deer River southeast of Ellis Bird Farm. It is on his trail that Dr. Fraser and Alisha Ritchie are 
conducting their geolocator research.

Judy Boyd will be leading the post-conference bus tour to West Central Alberta. Judy is a veteran bird 
watcher who serves the birding community in numerous ways. A fostering researcher with the Medicine River 
Wildlife Centre, she has spearheaded the development of the Red Deer and Central Alberta Birding Guides.

Phil French will also be leading the East Central Alberta bus field trip. Phil was born in England, but has 
called Alberta home for the past 50 years. A keen hiker, videographer and film maker, Phil has produced 
three major films: Inside the Box, Living with Beavers, and Red Deer River Journey. His blog can be found at 
http://phil-french.blogspot.ca/
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July 8–10, 2016
Ellis Bird Farm, Alberta, Canada – www.ellisbirdfarm.ca

The deadline for registration, including sign-up for banquet and bus tours, is May 31, 2016

Name
Address
Province/State Postal/ZIP Code
Phone
Email

NOTE: All fees are in Canadian dollars
Number Cost Total

Conference Fee
     (includes Friday lunch and supper, Sunday lunch) CAD $135.00

Saturday Evening Banquet CAD $35.00
Sunday Bus Tour
     (includes bagged lunch and farewell BBQ) CAD $80.00

Monday Post-Conference Bus Tour
     (includes bagged lunch)  CAD $75.00

Subtotal
ADD 5% GST
Total Payment Enclosed

Payment Method  VISA      MasterCard

Credit Card Number Expiry Date
Name on Credit Card Security Code

Signature _______________________________________________________   Date _____________________

If paying by cheque, please make payable to Ellis Bird Farm, Box 5090, Lacombe, Alberta, Canada T4L 1W7

VENDORS:
Name of company or organization: _______________________________________________________________

What will you be selling? ______________________________________________________________________
NOTE: Vendor tables are for conference delegates only and are provided at no charge. Tables (one 8-ft. table and two 
chairs) will be located in a large tent with 24-hour security. No electrical outlets are available.

Special notes (e.g., dietary restrictions, physical requirements):

We look forward to meeting you!

NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY 39th Annual Conference
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Editor’s note: Since many NABS members live in the East 
they are most familiar with Eastern Bluebirds. But this 
year’s NABS conference is in the West, home to Western 
Bluebirds. Thus, it seems like a good time to provide some 
tips on the differences in the appearance of the two species.

Male bluebirds are easier to identify to species 
than females. Males of both species have 
dark blue backs, wings, and heads, with 

orange breasts. But, male Western Bluebirds have 
blue throats, while the male Eastern Bluebirds have 
orange throats. The orange on Western Bluebirds 
continues from the breast onto the scapulars (but 
NOT onto the sides of the neck) and down the back. 
In some individuals, nearly the entire back can be 
orange. In contrast, the orange on male Eastern 
Bluebirds continues from the breast and throat only 
onto the sides of the neck, with the scapulars and 
back remaining entirely blue. Another field mark 
to consider when differentiating males of these 
two species is belly color (this is often the quickest 
and easiest way to differentiate these two species). 
Eastern males have white bellies, while Western males 
have blue bellies. For those of you with particularly 
keen eyesight, Eastern Bluebirds (apparently) have 
somewhat larger bills than Western Bluebirds.

The females of these two species are more drab 
in coloration and more difficult to differentiate. 
Females of both species have bluish-gray coloration 
on their backs, wings, and heads, as well as 
faded orange breasts. But, the overall patterns of 
coloration in females generally follows that of their 
male conspecifics. Female Western Bluebirds have 
bluish-gray throats and necks, while Female Eastern 
Bluebirds have white throats with orange continuing 
from the breasts onto the sides of the neck. Western 
females may have some faint orange coloration on 
their scapulars and backs, which the Eastern females 
lack. As with males, belly color can often be the 
easiest way to differentiate the females of these two 
species: Western females have grayish to bluish-
gray bellies while Eastern females have bright white 
bellies.

When I encounter bluebirds in the field, the first 
things I look at are throat color and belly color. If 
the throat color is the same as the head color and the 
belly color is blue (in males) or gray to bluish-gray 
(in females), then I know I’m looking at Western 
Bluebirds. If the throat color differs from the head 
color and the belly is white, then I know I’m looking 
at Eastern Bluebirds.

Good luck with your bluebirding!

Trevor Fetz is Lead Avian Biologist with Hawks Aloft, 
Inc. This article orginally appeared in the Hawks Aloft 
Flier, newsletter of Hawks Aloft, a nonprofit 501(c)3 
organization based in Albuquerque, New Mexico, working 
to conserve indigenous wild birds and their habitats 
through avian research, conservation education, and 
cooperation with other organizations. You can learn more 
at www.hawksaloft.org

Western Bluebird pair. Note the male’s blue throat 
and belly, and the female’s bluish-gray throat and 

belly. Photo by George Gentry, USFWS.

Eastern Bluebird pair. Note the male’s rusty throat 
and white belly, and the female’s white belly. This 
particular female has a pale orange throat, but a 

white throat is more typical. Photo by David Kinneer.

Differentiating Western and Eastern Bluebirds
Trevor Fetz
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Last summer, NABS member Mark Jones 
toured the Matthaei Botanical Gardens on the 
University of Michigan campus. To his surprise 

and shock, he noticed a large, abandoned bluebird 
trail that had become essentially a factory for House 
Sparrow reproduction. While the response of many 
bluebirders might have been to merely complain 
about this situation, Mark took a different and more 
effective approach for dealing with the issue.

First, he researched the situation and learned that 
the Botanical Gardens were under the auspices of the 
U of M Natural Areas manager. Next he found out 
who that person was, and also got his address. Mark 
then proceeded to send the Natural Areas manager 
a detailed letter supported by a comprehensive 
information package. In his letter, Mark detailed the 
results of studies on nestboxes, the history of the 
North American bluebirding movement, the origin 
and impacts of the House Sparrow invasion, the 
deleterious effects of abandoned nestbox trails on 
bluebirds and other native cavity-nesting species, 
and the importance of trail management. It was a 
monumental effort with 50 pages of documentation!

Unfortunately, we cannot show you everything Mark 
wrote because the impressive package he prepared 
would easily fill an entire issue of Bluebird! Here are 
some highlights of Mark’s letter entitled, “Invasive 
Species House Sparrow Infestation of Your Bluebird 
Trail.”

On July 1, 2015, my wife and I visited your lovely Botanical 
Gardens. During our visit, numerous invasive species 
House Sparrows, sometimes referred to as English 
Sparrows, were sitting on your unmonitored bluebird 
nesting box trail near the entrance.

From the www.Sialis.org website (Eastern Bluebirds 
are Sialia sialis) section on House Sparrow control is 
the following quotation: “Without question the most 
deplorable event in the history of American ornithology 
was the introduction of the English Sparrow” – W.L. 
Dawson, The Birds of Ohio, 1903.

House Sparrows are the mortal enemies of bluebirds…and 
many other native cavity-nesting birds, including chickadees, 
Tree Swallows, Tufted Titmice, and nuthatches.

You will find House Sparrows in urban, suburban, 
commercial, and portions of rural areas, often near farms. 
They are also prevalent near commercial buildings and 
stores due to their flexibility in nesting (finding holes 
and crevices) and eating habits. Bluebirds live in open 
rural areas and require cavities to breed, e.g., holes in 
trees or nesting boxes. With proper support, bluebirds 
can sometimes survive in larger lot suburban areas with 
minimal chemical usage and low traffic density in close 
proximity to minimally developed property.

I write in the hope that the University of Michigan 
Botanical Gardens will help the Eastern Bluebird and 
other native cavity nesters in their fight for survival. This 
would require monitoring of the nestbox trail. More 
fully described below, monitoring refers to opening and 
inspecting the nestboxes during breeding season to inspect 
the birds, eggs, nestlings, and hatchlings; preventing the 
breeding of House Sparrows in the boxes by passive and 
potentially active means; and otherwise intervening on 
behalf of the native cavity nesters. See the North American 
Bluebird Society Fact Sheet, “Monitoring Bluebird 
Nestboxes.” [Editor’s note: NABS factsheets are available 
online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org/fact/bluebirdfacts.htm] 
Please note that monitoring, including aggressive House 
Sparrow control, is recommended by the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology…which has a staff of approximately 
250 scientists, professors, staff, and students. Also see 
www.nestwatch.org, “Managing House Sparrows and 
European Starlings.”

While I saw a lot of House Sparrows on your boxes 
this year, some native species may have successfully used 
them to breed. An examination of the boxes might reveal 
some clues. Breeding is not the only use for nest boxes. 
Native species, including bluebirds, sometimes roost in the 
nestboxes at night or during cold weather. On numerous 
occasions, I have seen Downy Woodpeckers in them on my 
property (peeking out at me as I pass in the evening). I have 
also seen their feathers in the boxes. The summer 2015 
edition of NABS’s journal Bluebird depicted two deceased 
Bluebirds in a box located in Ohio at the end of last year’s 
harsh winter, indicating their presence during nonbreeding 
months.

It is generally accepted that unmonitored nestboxes cause 
more harm than good and should be removed or possibly 
plugged. However, with organized long-term monitoring, 
this could be avoided. Your property could sustain a lot of 

The Difference One Motivated Bluebirder Can Make: 
The Mark Jones Story

Bernie Daniel
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native birds. The House Sparrow problem could be greatly 
reduced.

If you decide to monitor your boxes, you may wish to 
review their locations. While it appeared to me that they 
were placed in an area of your property which could 
support native cavity nesters (I only saw the boxes near 
the entrance), it occurred to me that the peripheral area 
of your exterior gardens could support boxes, too. This 
assumes that no or little herbicides/pesticides are used 
in the gardens. The shorter grass would make it easier to 
monitor and may offer bluebirds and other native cavity 
dwellers easier opportunities for locating insects for their 
babies. On the other hand, necessary House Sparrow 
controls would be closer to the public eye. Once the 
House Sparrow problem was significantly reduced, though, 
your visitors could see bluebirds and other exciting native 
cavity nesters near the Gardens. Signs could explain 
the process, including your participation in The Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology’s nestwatch.org program, which 
promotes bluebirds and other native birds.

Bluebirds and some of the other native cavity nesters will 
probably become extinct without monitored nestboxes. 
Prevention of extinction needs to be a generation-to-
generation effort. The University of Michigan has the 
resource of young people who could be trained to help 
bluebirds and native cavity nesters. Your webpage reports 
that the Botanical Gardens are situated on 300 rural acres. 
With that size, the University could potentially promote 
native cavity nesters on a large scale.

Monitoring is very satisfying as you are fostering the 
survival of bluebirds and other native species. Seeing the 
parents, nests, eggs, hatchlings, and nestlings is a special and 
bonding experience. As naturalists, I guarantee you would 
find it educational and exciting.

All told, the package Mark provided was truly 
a herculean and exemplary effort for bluebird 
conservation. But Mark did not stop there. He 
has since followed up with a similar letter and 
documentation to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 
4-H of Michigan. He explained the undesirability of 
abandoned nestbox trails and the need to assure that 
youth projects, which start with the best of intentions 
(e.g., to build a bluebird trail), do not end up as 
House Sparrow breeding sites.

I think this is a great example of how one motivated 
bluebirder can do things that could have a statewide 
or perhaps even national significance for bluebirds! 
Well done Mark!

As an addendum, the NABS Board of Directors is 
now discussing ways in which we could bring our 
Society into more effective support of this issue. The 
Affiliate organizations may well want to join in as 
well–? Neglected nestboxes are a serious matter. 
NABS is working on a renewed effort at outreach 
and public education to prevent or reduce their 
occurrence.

House Sparrow eggs are cream, white, gray or have a 
greenish tinted background with irregular fine brown 
speckles, with a slightly glossy shell. Note that other native 
cavity-nesting birds like titmice, chickadees and nuthatches 
also lay spotted eggs. Photo by Bet Zimmerman Smith.

An unmonitored nestbox often ends up becoming a House 
Sparrow factory. This neglected box in Connecticut has 
multiple layers of House Sparrow nests, which are typically 
bulky nests that usually contain feathers, trash, and seed 
heads. Photo by Bet Zimmerman Smith.
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Missouri Bluebird Society Predator Baffle
Steve Garr

[Editor’s note: The Missouri Bluebird Society developed a “Save the Clutch” grant program, which strongly 
encourages folks to take nestboxes off of trees because of the lack of defense against predators. The program then 
gives people poles and baffles so those boxes can be mounted properly. As part of that program, president Steve 
Garr developed these plans for an effective predator baffle.]

Template for 3/4-inch round pole Template for standard T-post

11 degrees

4½ inches

1 
in

ch

¾
 in

ch
15 degrees

4⅝ inches

1½
 in

ch
es ¾ inch

One of four identical supports that comprise
the “spider”

Assemble with four 1¼-inch wood screws

¾-inch washer 
and pipe clamp

1½-inch PVC pole collar 
with four ¼-20×1¼-inch 

machine screws

 OR 

NOTE: 2 inch PVC collar required
to support baffle on T-post
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 OR 

Position “spider” inside stovepipe, leaving room 
to insert ¼-inch hardware cloth

Drill holes to insert screws through stovepipe 
into ends of “spider” pieces

Attach stovepipe to “spider” with four 1-inch screws

Attach ¼-inch hardware cloth to “spider” with 
four ¾-inch panhead screws. Cut hole in center 

of hardware cloth for pole

For best results position top of baffle about
3 inches (or one “fist length”) below

the floor of the nestbox

Pipe clamp and washer support PVC collar support
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The House Sparrow is probably the number 
one predator of bluebirds (see www.sialis.
org). It is a nonnative bird that was deliberately 

introduced in the 1850s in New York City and later 
in many other cities throughout North America. 
Why was this done? For insect control and nostalgia. 
But very soon, the House Sparrow was discovered 
to be a pest. It destroyed some of the very crops 
and trees it was supposed to help. In addition, the 
House Sparrow also began displacing native birds—
especially the bluebird. So the moral of the story 
is, “What was done with the best of intentions had 
unforeseen and tragic consequences.” And so we 
are left to deal with the mistakes of our great, great 
grandparents.

House Sparrows are aggressive toward bluebirds and 
will kill adult birds and hatchlings, and destroy eggs. 
There are many photos online showing the gruesome 
results of House Sparrow attacks on bluebirds at 
www.sialis.org and elsewhere.

There are two philosophies of controlling House 
Sparrows: passive control and active control. At first, 
most people probably prefer passive control, which 
is simply using techniques to discourage House 
Sparrows from a particular nest site. The bird is not 
harmed. These techniques include:

• nestbox placement
• sparrow spookers
• monofilament
• removing food that attracts House Sparrows

For more information on passive control see 
www.bluebirdnut.com, www.sialis.org, and 

the NABS fact sheet on House Sparrow control 
(www.nabluebirdsociety.org/fact/bluebirdfacts.htm).

My husband and I began bluebirding with a nestbox 
from the Texas Bluebird Society (TBS), which had 
the organization’s name and an image of a bluebird 
clearly burned into the front. However, we soon 
discovered that either House Sparrows cannot read, 
or they deliberately ignored the fact that the nestbox 
was placed in our backyard for the exclusive use of 
bluebirds. We strongly suspect the latter. 

Since the TBS logo did not discourage House 
Sparrows, we began using a variety of passive 
measures which were successful…until this year! 
For some unknown reason, House Sparrows were 
plentiful and more aggressive in claiming our 
nestboxes this year. Bluebird expert Keith Kridler 
has pointed out that there is often a few years’ 
knowledge-gap between a novice bluebird landlord 
and a veteran bluebird landlord. The first year a 
person puts up a nestbox, it may or may not be 
monitored. In addition, if it is taken over by House 
Sparrows, the novice landlord may think, “What’s 
the harm? They have as much right to the nestbox as 
a bluebird.” But after witnessing a destructive House 
Sparrow attack, a novice bluebird landlord will likely 
take more drastic measures to control these pests, 
because left unchecked, House Sparrows can not 
only take over a nestbox, but can take over an entire 
bluebird trail (see Bluebird, Spring 2012, pp. 8–9).

So we have made the difficult decision to engage 
in active House Sparrow control. Active control 
does harm the bird, so it goes against everything we 
cherish about caring for wild birds. After all didn’t 
Jesus say, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from the will of your father.” (Matt. 10:29) BUT it is 
noteworthy that God in His infinite wisdom did not 
place House Sparrows and bluebirds on the same 
continent—humans did. So we ordered a Van Ert 
House Sparrow Trap and bought a mesh bag.

I would like to stop this article right here, because you 
know where it is going. We trapped and euthanized 
two House Sparrows this season. Enough said on 
that. U.S. federal law allows destroying nests, eggs, 
and euthanizing House Sparrows because they 

From Passive to Active House Sparrow Control: 
An Emotional Journey

Judy Ray
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BluesNews

Bluebirds Everywhere

Portland, Oregon–based Bluebird Bakers is 
renowned for their cookies, made in small batches 
using certified humanely produced eggs and rBST-
free butter. If you can’t make it to one of the stores 
selling their handmade cookies in Portland or 
Seattle, order a batch from their online store at 
www.bluebirdbakers.com

“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird images 
and the word “bluebird” itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see 
what bluebirds you can find!

Tracey Ramsey found 
these “Bluebird Special” 
balloons, from the 
National Latex Co. of 
Ashland, Ohio.  The 
company has been 
featuring bluebirds in their 
marketing since at least 
the 1950s.

And the Winner is...
After more than 4,500 online votes were tallied, the Western Bluebird was selected as the California Audubon 
2015 Bird of the Year. “Every one of the nominated birds is beloved by Californians, but no one can be 
surprised to see the Western Bluebird win this year,” said Brigid McCormack, executive director of Audubon 
California. “For a lot of people, the joy of seeing this bird in the wild was their introduction to a lifetime 
love of nature.” Second place went to another cavity nester, the American Kestrel. The hope is that publicity 
surrounding the “election” will raise awareness among Californians for conservation issues facing bluebirds 
and other species.

100 Years and Counting
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Migratory Bird Treaty, the 
first major piece of legislation to support North American bird conservation. The treaty, 
signed by the U.S. and Canada (actually, Great Britain on behalf of Canada, which was 
at that time part of the British Empire), was developed in direct response to dwindling 
bird populations in those two countries, and a recognition that they share many 
migratory birds. The treaty was ratified by the U.S. Congress two years later, in 1918, as 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which made it illegal to harm, trap, transport, or collect 
native birds (or their eggs, feathers, or other parts) without a federal permit. These legal 
protections probably prevented the extinction of species such as the Snowy Egret, which 
had been hunted relentlessly to supply the market for feathers to adorn ladies’ hats. Our 
hat’s off to the farsighted politicians who supported bird conservation 100 years ago!

are nonnative. Relocating House Sparrows is not a 
solution. It merely transfers the problem to someone 
else.

We can’t control every unpleasant thing that 
happens in nature, but as conservationists, we 
can exercise responsible management on our 
property. Regrettably, responsible management 
sometimes requires unpleasant tasks. It brought us 
no joy to euthanize a House Sparrow. But it is also 
irresponsible to put up a nestbox and not deal with 

predators. And so we, like many veteran bluebirders, 
have taken the journey from passive to active House 
Sparrow control. This step was not easily taken, but 
we are convinced it was the right thing to do.

Judy and Ken Ray are backyard bluebird enthusiasts, and 
have been members of the Texas Bluebird Society for four 
years. Judy is a retired elementary school teacher who 
volunteers as an ESL teacher and enjoys playing handbells. 
They live in Ovilla, Texas.
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What is a Healthy Forest for Woodpeckers?
Bluebirds are classified as “secondary” cavity nesters 
because they cannot excavate their own nest cavity—
instead, they rely on “primary” cavity nesters such 
as woodpeckers to excavate a cavity. Bluebirds then 
acquire the cavity second-hand. Because of this 
dependance on primary cavity nesters, the long-term 
fate of bluebirds is inextricably tied to woodpeckers—
preserving woodpecker populations preserves 
bluebird populations.

Unfortunately, forest management is sometimes at 
odds with woodpecker conservation. Clear-cutting 
and salvage logging (removing all trees after a fire or 
insect outbreak) are common practices that eliminate 
woodpecker habitat. Research has shown that 
woodpeckers rely heavily on dead and dying trees, 
or on the dead branches of live trees. An effective 
strategy for conserving woodpecker populations is 
to retain dying trees and dead trees in various states 
of decay, from solid, standing snags to soft, downed 
logs. All stages provide feeding opportunities for 
wood-boring insects and, in turn, for woodpeckers. 
In particular, it is important to retain large-diameter 
trees, whether dead, dying, or live—even the live 
trees will eventually die and become important 
feeding and nesting sites for cavity nesters.

A recent study in 
eastern Canada 
examined the foraging 
and nesting preferences 
of six species of 
woodpeckers. The 
results show the 
importance of retaining 
trees of widely 
varying conditions 
in order to preserve 
healthy woodpecker 
populations. Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers, for 
instance, prefer live 
deciduous trees—they 
drill a series of shallow 
holes in the bark, sap 
fills these “wells,” the 
sapsuckers lap up the 
sap and eat insects that 

are drawn it. Pileated Woodpeckers, on the other 
hand, prefer dead deciduous trees, especially large-
diameter ones—these trees house large carpenter 
ants, a favorite food of this large woodpecker. Black-
backed Woodpeckers also forage extensively on dead 
trees, but especially those blackened by fire.

The take-home message: A “healthy” forest is not one 
with just living trees. For a forest to be truly healthy 
it must include a fair number of dead and dying trees 
(especially large-diameter trees), stumps, and logs. 
Even an area where trees have been killed by insects 
or burned to a crisp by fire should be considered part 
of a healthy forest, because these conditions support 
healty woodpecker populations.

Antoine Nappi, Pierre Drapeau, and Alain Leduc. 2015. 
How Important is Dead Wood for Woodpeckers Foraging 
in Eastern North American Boreal Forests? Forest Ecology 
and Management 346:10–21.

Can Two Wrongs Make a Right?
It’s hard to see a silver lining in a dark cloud, but it’s 
sometimes there if you look hard enough. Take the 
introduction of nonnative species to North America. 
Bad news no matter how you look at it, right? 
Especially for bluebirds! But in an odd twist, the 
introduction of two nonnative species appears to have 
benefited, at least temporarily, the Eastern Bluebird 
population in Ohio.

A recent study of European Starling occupation of 
nestboxes and PVC nest tubes in Ohio had to be 
scrapped because the starlings occupied so few of 
the boxes. Previous studies in the area found that 
starlings occupied 67–100% of the nestboxes, with 
native cavity nesters in only 2.5–28% of the boxes. 
But this recent study found the situation reversed: 
starlings nested in only 32% of the structures while 
bluebirds and Tree Swallows occupied 64%.

The reasons for this turnaround are not completely 
clear, but the researchers speculate that another 
nonnative species is playing an important role: 
the emerald ash borer. This destructive insect was 
introduced into North America from its native Asia 
in the 1990s. Since then, it has killed tens of millions 
of ash trees. In response to its spread and population 

Research Review
A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity Nesters

Scott W. Gillihan
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growth, Red-bellied Woodpecker populations have 
grown as well. The increased number of woodpeckers 
has resulted in more natural nest cavities being 
available to both starlings and native cavity nesters. 
Starlings in Ohio have apparently shifted their 
interest from artificial nest structures to natural nest 
cavities, leaving more of the artificial structures 
available for bluebirds and swallows.

Thomas W. Seamans, Bradley F. Blackwell, and Laura 
A Tyson. 2015. Low Occupancy Rates of Artficial Nest 
Cavities by European Starlings. Ohio Journal of Science 
115:53–55.

What’s the Best Way to Remove Nest Parasites?
Parasites that live in nests—fleas, mites, blowfly 
larvae, etc.—are more than just an annoyance to 
nestlings. The parasites can weaken the young birds 
and retard their growth, leaving them ill-prepared 
for life outside the nest once they fledge. What’s a 
bluebird monitor to do?

Researchers working with Barn Swallows recently 
reviewed the most common methods for eliminating 
nest parasites, and introduced a promising new 
method. The tried-and-true methods:

• Chemicals, including pyrethroids (derived from 
chrysanthemum flowers), which are harmless to 
adult birds but may stunt the growth of nestlings 
and cause other problems.

• Natural products, such as citronella oil and 
yarrow, which are effective against black flies 
and fleas, but not blowflies. Diatomaceous earth 
is very effective against fleas and blowfly larvae, 
but it may be a problem for birds confined to a 

nestbox who might stir up and inhale the dust 
when exercising their wings.

• Nest liners are effective against relatively large 
parasites, such as blowfly larvae, but less effective 
against small ones.

• Nest removal at the end of the season. However, 
the results are mixed, with some studies showing 
no difference in the number of parasites present in 
the nestbox the following season.

Into this mix comes another method: a heat gun. 
The researchers found that the dry heat is quite 
effective against nest parasites. They recommend 
a heat gun with a variable temperature setting and 
a powerful fan to distribute heat throughout the 
nest. For nestboxes far from electrical outlets, both 
battery-powered and butane models are available. A 
battery-powered infrared thermometer is essential to 
monitor the nest temperature. If you try this method, 
DO NOT heat the nest while eggs or nestlings are 
present; relocate them to a safe spot while heating the 
nest.

The researchers heated Barn Swallow nests to about 
145°C (295°F) and allowed the nests to cool below 
29°C (84°F) before putting eggs or young back in the 
nest. The feathers and twigs that comprise a Barn 
Swallow nest ignite at about 200°C (390°F); the grass 
or pine needles of a bluebird nest will probably ignite 
at a lower temperature, so experiment with dummy 
nests before trying this on the real thing.

Amanda K. Hund, Jessica T. Blair, and Frederick W. Hund. 
2015. A Review of Available Methods and Description of 
a New Method for Eliminating Ectoparasites from Bird 
Nests. Journal of Field Ornithology 86:191–204.

Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you no longer need, NABS would like to receive it as 
a tax-deductible charitable donation.

To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will have your 
vehicle, boat, RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it will be evaluated by 
experts. A determination will be made regarding what should be done to maximize 
its selling price, thereby resulting in significantly higher value than it might 
otherwise generate so you will receive the maximum tax benefit allowable by 
U.S. law. For tax purposes you, the donor, will receive a formal Certificate of 
Donation complying with all State and Federal requirements for authenticating 
your donation to NABS, an IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and 
other native cavity nesters!

BLUBRD
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The North American Bluebird Society serves as 
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, 
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other 
native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state, 
provincial, and regional bluebird organizations 
to become NABS Affiliates in a confederation 
of equals working together in a partnership in 
international bluebird conservation. No cost is 
associated with affiliating with NABS. Your 
affiliated organization will be listed on the NABS 
website and in Bluebird. If your organization 
has a newsletter, please forward a copy to our 
headquarters. To find out more about becoming 
a NABS Affiliate, read our Affiliate Letter. Notice: 
If you are listed below, please check listing to 
see if it is current. If not, please send correct 
information to Phil Berry at pbsialia@gmail.com and 
info@nabluebirdsociety.org.


































































































Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society

Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59 Ave.
Olds, Alberta T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-556-8043
rreist1@shaw.ca

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
P.O. Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477
403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca

M ountain Bluebird Trails 
Conservation Society

Joe Michielsen
2123 22nd Street
Coaldale, AB T1M-1H6 – CANADA
403-345-4777
joe.michielsen@hotmail.com
www.bluebirdtrails.org

Arizona
Tucson Audubon Society
Jonathan Horst
300 E. University Blvd. #120
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-971-6238
jhorst@tucsonaudubon.org
www.tucsonaudubon.org

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Leon Wehmeyer
15 Banff Lane
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-855-1642
lwehm@sbcglobal.net

Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart Smith
#2 Up and Down Lane
Paget DV 03, Bermuda
441-777-9856
smitty@ibl.bm
www.bermudabluebirdsociety.com

British Columbia
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team
Rebecca Mersereau
841 Ralph Street
Victoria, BC  V8X 3E1 - CANADA
250-383-3224
rebecca.mersereau@goert.ca
www.goert.ca

Sou thern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
Ray Town
P.O. Box 277
Logan Lake, BC V0K 1W0 - CANADA
250-523-9474
info@bcbluebirds.org
www.bcbluebirds.org

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA  95014
408-257-6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org

Pal os Verdes South Bay Audubon Society
Nancy Feagans
2010½ Pullman Lane
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310-483-8192
nancy@pvsb-audubon.org

www.pvsb-audubon.org
Southern California Bluebird Club
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
www.socalbluebirds.org

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720-482-8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
303-973-1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.com

Tampa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 320025
Tampa, FL 33079
www.tampaaudubon.org

Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Leah Dunn & Michele Christ
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
ldboise@gmail.com
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org
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Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208-782-9676

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67  Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431
fowest@custertel.net

Illinois
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Paul or Janice Thode
2420 County Road 0 North
Broadlands, IL 61816
217-834-3050
janice_thode@yahoo.com

Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.jdcf.org/guardians

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org

Indiana
Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
P.O. Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812-200-5700
360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
Karen Smith
1777 E. County Road 400 S.
Clayton, IN 46118
317-513-6403
Karen12208@aol.com
www.hendricksbluebirdsociety.info

Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
P.O. Box 134
Rensselaer, IN  47978-0134
219-866-3081
ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579
jaclynhill@netins.net

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
56235 Deacon Road
Pacific Junction, IA 51561
712-624-9433 h, 712-527-9685 w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134
jcmwalt@infionline.net

Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-426-7500
philip.tamplin@gmail.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs

Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Emily Winners
126 Winegart Lane
Lecompte, LA 71346
318-776-5356
emilywinners@msn.com
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org

Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
John Weinrich
P.O. Box 548
Damariscotta, ME 04543
jweinrich@roadrunner.com
www.midcoastaudubon.org

Manitoba 
Friends of the Bluebirds
Herb Goulden
3407 Rosser Ave.
Brandon, MB  R7B 2P9 - CANADA
204-728-8370
ggoulden@mts.net
www.mbbluebirds.org/

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Stan Fisher
SFisher44@verizon.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Jonathan E. Lutz, Executive Director
P.O. Box 15249
Lansing, MI 48901
www.michiganaudubon.org

Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
P.O. Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
JENean Mortenson
507-332-7003
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com
Carrol Johnson
507-649-0126
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org

Missouri 
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473
steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org

Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Tom Anderson
5532 Sandhill Road
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-535-2132
sandhill@midrivers.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com

Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@hotmail.com 
www.bbne.org

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Allen C. Jackson
514 Buck Street
Millville, NJ 08332
856-327-4861
609-805-4073 (cell)
aljaxn@aol.com
www.njbluebirdsociety.org
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New York
Bro nx River - Sound Shore Audubon 

Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531
www.brssaudubon.org

Mic hael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-652-9137
princessprism@yahoo.com

NY State Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 W. Richmondville Rd
Richmondville, NY 12149
518-294-7196
bernerkl@gmail.com
www.nysbs.org

Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com

North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ray Welch
401 Farmbrooke Lane
Winston-Salem, NC 27127-9218
336-764-0226
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-466-6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918-806-2489

Ontario 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge, ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-620-0744
billreadsbooks@gmail.com
www.oebs.ca

Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
P.O. Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Dean Rust
253 Brook Farms Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
JULY7DS@aol.com
www.thebsp.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Mike DeBruhl
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-641-2092
cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Tennessee
Bluebirds Across America
Farrell Roe
95 Hayes Branch Trail
Jackson, TN 38301
731-424-6161
roerockingr@aol.com

Tennessee Bluebird Society
Chuck James
119 Talah Way
Loudon, TN  37774
865-458-6904
tnsialia@gmail.com
www.tnbluebirdsociety.org

Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423-346-3911
amyredmon@hotmail.com

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
P.O. Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Jill Miller
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org

Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540-373-4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org

Washington
Puget Sound Bluebird Recovery Project
Susan Ford
P.O. Box 1351
Poulsbo, WA 98370
707-287-5749
susan@pugetsoundbluebird.org
www.pugetsoundbluebird.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
P.O. Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-876-1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org

Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-344-0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org

Blu ebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
3117 Stratton Way #112
Madison, WI 53719
608-239-0791
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org

Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
14953 State Rd. 23
Darlington, WI 53530-9324 
lafayettecountybluebirdsociety@yahoo.com



A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Vicky Larkin
Lordi Marker

Family Foundation

Hendricks 
County 
Bluebird 
Society
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Renew Today!  Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Please be sure to include your NABS membership ID number on all renewals (your ID number is on your address label)

Date _________________
o New Membership    o Renewal    o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________   for:

o 1 Year   o 2 Years   o 3 Years   o 4 Years   Name: __________________________________________
   Household Single Person
Subscribing  o $30  o $20   Address: ________________________________________
Supporting  o $50  o $40
Contributing  o $85  o $75   City: ____________________________________________
Guardian  o $110  o $100
Life   o $500  o $500   State / Province: ______    ZIP: ______________________

Organization  o $50     Phone: __________________________________________
Small Business  o $50
Corporation  o $125     Email: __________________________________________
A+ (one year, one-time  o $15 

introductory membership offer for Affiliate members only)
Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________ Membership number: _____________________________

Additional Donation
o $30 o $50 o Other __________

o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa o MasterCard

Card #__________________________________

Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________

Expiry: ________   Signature: ______________________________

Total amount paid/charged to credit card: __________________

Where did you learn about NABS? __________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.

Payment must be in U.S. funds.
   Mail to:  NABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844, 

Bloomington IN 47407
An online membership form with payment through 
PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org


