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BlueBird

Please join me in welcoming the newest NABS Affiliates, the 
Garry Oaks Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT) and the 

Golden Eagle Audubon Society (GEAS). 

Garry Oaks, on Vancouver Island and the Southern Gulf 
Islands, has taken on the project of bluebird recovery. Western 
Bluebirds thrived there until the 1950s, when their numbers 
began to decline. Since 1995, none have been known to nest 
successfully there. The biggest factor in their decline is urban 
development, along with House Sparrows and the decline of 
insect prey due to pesticide use. 

Some of us who have been members for a long time may 
remember the Golden Eagle Audubon Society, located in Boise, 
Idaho. They hosted NABS at our annual convention in 1994 
prior to the introduction of the affiliate partnership we enjoy 
today. Idaho is a summer breeding range to both Mountain 
and Western Bluebirds and the Boise area is home to many 
large nestbox trails managed by members of GEAS. We look 
forward to renewing friendships with this active organization.

By now most of us are going through the “empty nest” 
syndrome. Here in northwest Florida we had our third and 
final broods finish up mid-August. We had a great year and 
hope most of you did as well.

We are in the process of updating all of our Affiliate records, 
and I would encourage those who have changed any contact 
information to please contact me with the new information. 
I would also encourage any NABS member to submit any 
written material to our editor to publish in Bluebird.  Everyone 
has a story they can tell about these wonderful birds. 

Don’t be surprised if we are invited out 
west for NABS 2014. Nothing definite 
yet, but I am hopeful.

We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone in Aiken, South Carolina in 
October for NABS 2013!

Phil Berry, VP for Affiliate Relations

north american bluebird society saved the following resources by using 720 pounds of Reincarnation Matte,

made with 60% post-consumer waste and manufactured with electricity that is offset with Green-e® certified

renewable energy certificates.

north american bluebird society:  2,000 units

trees water energy solid waste

greenhouse

gases

5

fully grown

2132

gallons

2

Million BTUs

135

pounds

473

pounds

Fall Message to Our 
Affiliate Organizations

Phil Berry
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I hope you had a successful season with few 
bluebird losses despite the wild erratic weather 

events across the continent. As the nesting season has 
come to an end for another year, I have a few juvenile 
Western Bluebirds and one lone female adult still 
hanging about the feeder in the early morning and 
just before dark. Soon they will be gone. It has been 
another year of witnessing behaviour I’ve not seen 
before and learning more about the harsh realities 
of living life as a bluebird. Some things seem to defy 
nature while others cause us to anthropomorphize. 
If you had some unusual activities around your 
nesting sites that caused you to question this year, or 
have ever had a female bluebird evict another female 
bluebird’s four day-old nestlings—I really want to 
hear from you! Documenting has been done, but how 
to best describe events in a succinct manner to create 
an understandable story will be a winter project.

On my trip to Boise, Idaho in July to meet Al Larson 
and the film crew for Bluebird Man, I was joined by 
Linda Schamberger (Facebook administrator and 
new Board member) and Stan Fisher (Awards & 
Grant Committee member and new Board member). 
We enjoyed two field trips to band the late broods 
of Western and Mountain Bluebirds and discussed 
various aspects of the documentary. In the course of 
our activities we were introduced to Leah Dunn of 
the Golden Eagle Audubon Society. Although they 
have been supporters for many years, having hosted 
the 1994 NABS conference, we welcome them now as 
our newest Affiliate.

It has been a busy time for our Membership Team, 
too. We have over 80 new members since spring 
and an extended welcome goes out to everyone 
including new Life member Shelly Sutley Volk (WI), 
and another new Affiliate—the Garry Oak Ecosystem 
Recovery Team from Victoria, British Columbia 
(their project of reintroducing Western Bluebirds to 
Southern Vancouver Island was written up in our Fall 
2012 issue of Bluebird). Thank you to everyone who 
continues to support NABS through membership, 
donations, and affiliation.

Sadly we have lost more of our bluebird friends this 
year but we will never forget our shared passion. 
Please read the story on page 22 of one such loss 

and how a member included “in memoriam gifts” 
to our Zeleny Endowment Fund in her planning. We 
miss you Anita and will think of you each December 
when we go through the formal review process to 
consider grant requests. Great care is taken to see 
that the Zeleny Fund is managed on a financially and 
ethically sound basis.

As the holiday season fast approaches and the 
year comes to a close, why not consider gift giving 
through our NABS Storefront? Look for the notice 
of a wonderful special for the holiday season in this 
issue and remember to order early so you aren’t 
disappointed—our volunteers will do their utmost to 
see everything arrives in time. And don’t forget a gift 
of membership for those hard to buy for folks!

By the time you read this, our annual conference 
hosted by the South Carolina Bluebird Society in 
Aiken will be but a memory. I hope you were able to 
be there and meet with so many like-minded people. 
Next year is in the works but not confirmed at press 
time … be prepared to move west!

Wishing you a fall season filled with family, 
relaxation, and bluebird dreams. 

~ Sherry
president@nabluebirdsociety.org

From the President
Sherry Linn

Sherry visiting Al Larson’s Prairie Trail 
in Idaho (see page 4).  Photo by Linda Schamberger.
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

Recently, I spent a week in Chicago attending a joint conference of two of North America’s oldest and largest 
professional societies for scientists who study birds, the American Ornithologists’ Union and the Cooper 

Ornithological Society. At the conference I heard researchers present their latest findings on bluebirds and 
other cavity nesters (and many other birds, too). Very interesting work, and very good science, even though 
there were no earth-shaking revelations. The march of science is a slow, steady slog that moves ahead one tiny 
step at a time. With each step we push back the boundaries of our understanding of the world a little further. 
Great leaps forward are rare. That was the case with this conference; no great leaps forward, just the steady, 
measured march of science, revealing one bit of new information after another.

Napolean Bonaparte said that an army marches on its stomach. I can confirm that the 
same holds true for scientists. If you’re ever in downtown Chicago and find yourself 
in need of a Polish dog with everything on it, I highly recommend Max’s on Adams 
Street.

If you'd like to contact one of the authors or photographers whose work appears in 
this issue, just drop me a line and I'll forward your message.

My thanks to everyone who contributed articles, photos, and feedback. Thanks 
also to Robyn Bailey (Project Assistant for NestWatch), Regina Garr (editor of the 
Missouri Bluebird Society’s newsletter, The Fledgling), Doug Rogers (editor of the 
Virginia Bluebird Society’s newsletter, Bluebird Box), and Jim Semelroth (editor of the 
California Bluebird Recovery Program newsletter, Bluebirds Fly!). And thanks to all of 
you, for all that you do for bluebirds.

As always, please send any photos, articles, or ideas to me at 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402.
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Felt May Deter Wasps
I have a friend with an Eastern Bluebird trail in 
nearby Pittsburg, Kansas. He places felt on the ceiling 
of his nestboxes. He has never had a wasp attempt to 
make a nest on any ceiling of his nestboxes.

This may be something for others to experiment with.

I am retiring. Otherwise I would certainly place felt 
on the ceiling of all of my bluebird houses!

It is certainly worth looking into.

Good birding, 
Lawrence Herbert
Joplin, Missouri

More on Runt Eggs
[Editor’s note: The following was not a letter to Bluebird, 
per se, but was instead a note published in Bluebirds Fly!, 
the newsletter of the California Bluebird Recovery Program. 
It is reprinted here with permission.]

The [Summer] issue of NABS’s Bluebird has an article 
about runt, or undersized bluebird eggs, which 
implies that female birds may lay some runt eggs as 
well as regular-sized eggs. Our experience in Irvine, 
California on a golf course was with a female that laid 
only runt eggs. For three years she laid clutches of 
nothing but runt eggs, somtimes twice in a summer. 
She laid a total of about 30 runt eggs, none of which 
hatched, but that didn’t stop her from trying. She 
never laid a normal-sized egg. The box was removed 
to a different tree and has normal-sized eggs, most 
likely from a different pair, in it this year.

Mike Taylor and Jim Semelroth

Letters to Bluebird

The holiday season is fast approaching … why not make it easy on 
yourself and shop online at the NABS StoreFront?
We have a new children’s book in stock just in time for Christmas giving and we are pleased to offer you 
the best price found anywhere!  Until December 31st you can purchase this 
wonderful book for $16 + shipping. (Our regular price in 2014 will be $18 + 
shipping.)

And for the other folks on your list, start them off right with a NABS membership, 
nestbox or book.

Remember we always have gift certificates available so folks can put together their 
own gift package.

Order early and our volunteers will make every effort for you to have that 
something special under the tree. 
Avoid holiday mail backlogs — don’t be disappointed — check out the NABS StoreFront and order today!

www.nabluebirdsociety.org/catalog/catalog.htm

Like us on Facebook!  Great friends, great photos, great 
videos, and great information are all waiting for you on the NABS Facebook 
page. Stay connected with NABS members and other bluebird enthusiasts at 
www.facebook.com/NorthAmericanBluebirdSociety



Fall 2013 | Bluebirdwww.nabluebirdsociety.org 5

Large mealworms now available!
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Our story begins during the summer of 2012. It 
was then that I first met Alfred Larson upon 
the suggestion of my graduate advisor in 

the Raptor Biology Master’s program at Boise State 
University. She asked me if I would be interested 
in spending a day in the field with Al studying 
bluebirds, and I jumped at the opportunity. After that 
first day, I was hooked not only by the bluebirds, but 
also by this fascinating man. I came back and told 
Al’s story to my co-producer at Wild Lens, Matthew 
Podolsky, and we both thought it sounded like a great 
idea for a film.

After reading the famous 1970s National Geographic 
article about bluebird declines, Al decided to help 
the cause by putting up 25 bluebird boxes around his 
home near Boise, Idaho. That was 1978. Fast-forward 
35 years to today and Al is still monitoring over 300 
bluebird boxes all across southwest Idaho at the crisp 
young age of 91. Over his 35-year bluebird career, he 
has banded and raised over 27,000 nestling bluebirds, 
an astonishing number!

What drives Al and other bluebird enthusiasts 
across the country to take up this cause with such 
passion and vigor? This is just one of the questions 
we are attempting to explore in a new half-hour 
documentary entitled Bluebird Man. Our non-profit 
organization Wild Lens is focused on producing 
documentaries about wildlife conservation issues 
and the connections that exist between human and 
wildlife communities. In Bluebird Man, our goals are 
threefold: 1) Inspire the next generation of bluebird 
enthusiasts in North America to take up the torch 
of environmental stewardship that has been passed 
onto them by the original bluebird conservationists of 
the 1970s; 2) Use the film to re-inspire people about 
the Idaho state bird, and possibly find a long-term 
solution to help continue monitoring of Al Larson’s 
bluebird trails; and 3) Tell the unique life-story of Mr. 
Larson, which parallels the history of Idaho and much 
of the West.

Al is genuinely worried about what will happen to 
his vast bluebird trails when he is no longer able to 
care for them. After we began production for Bluebird 

Man in April of 2013 with a visit to British 
Columbia and the home of NABS president 
Sherry Linn, it came to our attention that 
there are many other bluebird enthusiasts 
around the country facing similar 
situations. The older generation that was 
instrumental in establishing bluebird trails 
and reversing the population declines of the 
1960s and 1970s is looking to pass on this 
large-scale citizen science program to the 
next generation. 

Al has bluebird trails in “five different 
counties in southwest Idaho.” These 
vast networks of boxes are located in 
very different environments than most 
bluebird trails in North America. While 
most bluebirders face very real problems 
from human-associated predators and 
competitors such as raccoons and House 
Sparrows, Al’s nestboxes are relatively free 
from these problems. For instance, he has 
never had a House Sparrow occupy one of 
his bluebird boxes. How can this be? The 
key is that Al chose to place his bluebird 
trails in remote areas away from human 
settlement. His two largest trails, totaling 
over 250 boxes, are located in the Owyhee 

Bluebird Man
Neil Paprocki

Al Larson checks one of his nestboxes in the Idaho 
mountains.
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Mountains of southwest Idaho and near the small 
community of Prairie along the south fork of the Boise 
River. 

Since Al is free from most human-associated 
predators and competitors, he is able to place his 
bluebird boxes directly onto trees and fence posts, a 
huge taboo almost anywhere else on the continent. 
This is perhaps the defining example of how, as 
Sherry Linn put it, “what works in one area doesn’t 
necessarily work in another.” People who have 
mastered their bluebird trails are truly in touch with 
their surrounding environments, and adapt their 
nestbox structure and placement accordingly. No one 
way of doing things is right: it absolutely depends on 
your specific circumstances and location. 

The habitat surrounding Al’s Mountain 
and Western Bluebird boxes is also quite 
unique. In the Owyhee Mountains where 
Al only has Mountain Bluebirds, boxes are 
mounted onto juniper trees that are sparsely 
located throughout the vast sagebrush sea 
of the northern Great Basin. Al’s bluebird 
trail in Prairie, Idaho is quite different as 
some boxes are mounted near the forest 
edge on ponderosa pine trees, while others 
are sprinkled throughout a more productive 
higher elevation sagebrush plain. On this 
trail, both Mountain and Western Bluebirds 
occupy Al’s boxes, although the two species 
seem to separate themselves along some 
invisible boundary. 

We spent most of the summer filming and 
accompanying Al on his bluebird trails. We 
also spent a considerable amount of time 
just filming the bluebirds in their natural 

habitat, documenting their nesting cycle. 
From pair courtship to the fledgling of 
second broods, we saw it all. At every 
stage, Al keeps diligent notes and records 
to be stored in his personal database when 
he returns home. He also has a Master 
Banding permit, banding every single 
bluebird nestling before they fledge from 
their boxes. He also bands the occasional 
adult female caught inside the box while 
incubating eggs. These banding records 
are turned over to the Bird Banding 
Laboratory and help us learn about the 
migratory routes and wintering grounds 
of these birds. Al once had a Mountain 
Bluebird band picked up in New Mexico 
during early spring migration.

In July, during the peak of second-brood rearing 
in Idaho, several representatives of NABS joined 
us. In total, we had 96 years of collective bluebird 
monitoring experience with us that day. Between 
Stan Fisher of Maryland, Linda Schamberger of 
New York, Sherry Linn of British Columbia, and of 
course our man Al, the level of bluebird knowledge 
and experience present was humbling. We had a 
great time and were thrilled to help Al tour these 
folks around our “little” corner of Idaho. Working 
in collaboration with NABS has been a real pleasure 
from the beginning. We want to thank them for being 
just an outstanding organization, and for truly putting 
the needs of the birds first.

Matt Podolsky of Wild Lens Inc. films Al as he bands 
nestlings.

A female Mountain Bluebird defends her nest.
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As the breeding season draws to a close, we take stock 
of what we have learned and experienced this year. Al 
has been such a great mentor and guide throughout 
the spring and summer, and his years of experience 
and devotion continue to amaze us. I think it is safe 
to say we will be back on the bluebird trail next year, 
even after Bluebird Man is finished.

With post-production for Bluebird Man looming, we 
are confident we have everything we need to tell the 

unique story of Al Larson and his bluebirds. At the 
same time we want to convey the history of bluebird 
conservation in North America: it is truly was of the 
greatest conservation success stories of the last half-
century. However, we still have a lot of work ahead to 
make sure the hard work of those that came before us 
isn’t laid to waste. We hope our film can play a small 
role in that cause. 

Bluebird Man is scheduled for completion by late 
December 2013, with DVDs available sometime in 
early 2014. The film will also be broadcast on Idaho 
Public Television in 2014, with the potential for a 
much wider Public Television broadcast down the 
road.

Neil Paprocki is a wildlife 
biologist living in Boise, 
Idaho. He co-founded the 
wildlife conservation film 
nonprofit Wild Lens Inc. 
(www.wildlensinc.org) while 
completing a Raptor Biology 
Master’s degree at Boise State 
University. Neil is the director 
of the upcoming film Bluebird 
Man.

State of the Birds 2013: Private Lands 
  

In early July, the latest annual “State of the Birds Report” was released. This year’s report focuses on 
private lands in the U.S., with the understanding that these lands and their landowners are essential 

to the conservation of the country’s birds. Private landowners, individuals, families, organizations, and 
corporations—including two million ranchers and farmers and about 10 million woodland owners—manage 
1.43 billion acres, or roughly 60 percent of the land area of the U.S. 

This report presents valuable insights into the management 
consequences of private ownership for wetlands, grasslands, 
arid lands, forests, coasts, and islands. The opportunities for 
improving private lands conservation are presented, along 
with recommendations in the Farm Bill, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, as well as an array of easements, land trusts, 
and crucial and creative public-private partnerships.

Particularly important sections include those on private forests 
and rangeland, as well as the coverage on Farm Bill benefits and 
proposals (e.g., sodsaver).

Download a copy of this insightful 47-page report from www.stateofthebirds.org

Adapted from an article in the Birding Community e-Bulletin, available online at the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association (NWRA) website: http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

A male Mountain Bluebird brings food to the female.
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Earlier this year, in May, Douglas Mehaffey of 
Harmony Valley Nursery in Deerfield, New 
Jersey reported a bluebird using a robin’s nest 

inside a pump house on his property. Mary Watkins 
and I investigated and confirmed an interesting 
course of events.

There were two young Eastern Bluebird chicks in a 
mud-lined American Robin’s nest located on a joist 
next to one of the building’s rafters. We went back 
later to band the chicks but decided against it because 
they did not appear healthy enough. Although 
protected from wind and rain, the chicks’ exposure to 
cold weather and the mud lining (which retained the 
cold temperatures) took its toll; ultimately, they both 
died. New Jersey’s cold wet spring delayed nesting, 
reduced egg laying, and limited the development and 
survival of many young birds in 2013.

We erected a NABS-style box near the pump house 
but the parents chose to try the robin nest again, 
this time lining the mud nest with a little grass and 
laying two more eggs. One egg hatched; the chick (a 
female) survived to be banded July 23 and fledged at 
the end of July. Warmer weather and an abundance 
of food were positive contributing factors this time. 
Interestingly, the robin built another nest on the 
opposite end of the joist and fledged two young about 
the same time.

Bluebirds Use Robin’s Nest
Allen Jackson

The pump house with its open wire mesh around 
the outside allowing birds to fly through or use the 

walk-in entrance. Naturally the parents chose to 
use the entrance!

The location of the nest on the joist.

The chick on banding day.

NABS StoreFront Holiday Special!
The Hawk Eye Nature Cam lets you see what’s happening inside your nestbox, at your 
feeder, or at your birdbath. This tiny video camera packs a lot of great features:

• color video
• built-in microphone
• night vision (you can watch/record 24/7)

• sun/weather shield for outdoor use
• 100-foot cable (extensions available)
• simple connection to TV

Regularly $125.00, now just $85.00!

Order online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org/catalog/catalog.htm or call Dan Sparks at 
812-988-1876 (12–3 pm EST Monday–Friday).
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Fostering Orphaned Bluebird Chicks
Regina Garr

Recently, when two conscientious Missouri 
Bluebird Society (MOBS) members successfully 
fostered four orphaned bluebird chicks into a 

couple of other nestboxes, it inspired me to seek wise 
counsel from a few of the experienced bluebirders I 
know for their advice on fostering bluebird chicks.

So, first of all, THANK YOU to those dear friends for 
their quick responses to my questions and requests 
for advice!

Consulting the Experts
I posed my inquiries to folks from five different states 
who have been monitoring nestboxes for decades—
and some of them on quite a large scale. I wanted to 
know:

1. When should one consider fostering chicks to 
other active nestboxes?

2. When should we NOT foster chicks?
3. If the decision is made that fostering is 

appropriate, what advice would be given to do 
so responsibly?

This is a good time to point out that, naturally, 
there will be folks who will have moral and maybe 
even some legal issues with EVER removing a chick 
from a nestbox or interfering with a nest in any 
way. However, as Nestbox Monitors, most of us are 

accustomed to differentiating between interference 
and stewardship. And now, having said THAT, I 
should note that every veteran bluebirder I contacted 
about this topic emphasized just how infrequently 
fostering should occur. Indeed, a valid cause for 
removing a nestling from one nestbox and placing it 
in another is (and should be) a rare occurrence. Ann 
Wick of Black Earth, Wisconsin has been monitoring 
nestboxes since the early 1980s, keeps meticulous 
records, and has only had the need to foster chicks on 
two occasions. A couple of the experts I contacted had 
never had the occasion on their own trails to need to 
foster chicks, even though they have raised thousands 
of bluebirds.

So when SHOULD nestlings be fostered out to 
another box? Well, for the most part, we should be 
very certain that the birds are truly orphaned—as 
in we’ve found the dead adults ... they are not just 
“missing in action.” Noting only one dead or missing 
parent is generally NOT cause to foster some of their 
chicks to make it easier on the remaining adult. It is 
amazing how quickly a bird that has lost its mate will 
find another one (happened twice in my front yard 
just this season), plus there are so many documented 
cases of “single” bluebird parents successfully 
fledging young. Expert bluebirder Keith Kridler tells 
this story that really drives home the importance of 
knowing you are dealing with orphaned nestlings: 

“You need to be absolutely positive that you have 
lost the adults and that the young need to be 
saved! I had a bluebirder drive 60 miles and bring 
me a nest of orphans that we foster-parented out 
over the next few hours. When she got home she 
found her adult bluebirds fluttering around the 
nesting box with insects in their beaks!!!! I had 
four phone calls on my answering machine when 
I got back in from the bluebird trail, as she wanted 
to come back and get her baby birds back!”

Back in his very early days of bluebirding, Steve Garr 
had a friend bring him a nearly featherless nestling, 
said to be an orphaned bluebird baby thrown from 
the nest and in desperate need of saving. Steve found 
a nestbox of his bluebirds with nestlings judged to 
be of approximately the same size. They put the 
orphaned baby in and hoped for the best. Well, the 
bluebird adults did adopt the baby and fed it with 
the other nestlings in the box…. HOWEVER … as the 
baby grew it became apparent that this was NOT a 
bluebird baby! Steve’s friend had brought him a baby 

Room for one more? If you’re absolutely certain that 
fostering is necessary, be sure to find a nest with 

young of the same age and size, and don’t burden the 
adults with more than five or six nestlings, counting 

their own.  Photo by Marion Ball.
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Northern Mockingbird! All of the chicks in this nest 
box did fledge successfully, however the mockingbird 
had to be assisted from the box (by opening the door 
to let it out) since it could not fit out the entrance hole 
designed for bluebirds! Lesson learned.

So, just to reiterate: Please, please make sure the 
“orphaned” bluebird nestlings you are concerned 
for are truly orphaned and yes, that they are truly 
bluebirds as well! In all seriousness, that mockingbird 
incident could have ended very badly for all the birds 
involved, so we are now very careful about what 
we take in, even from the most sincere (or frantic) of 
friends.

Rules for Fostering
What to do in those rare occasions when fostering 
chicks to other nestboxes is a legitimate course of 
action? Here are a few rules to follow I put together 
from the advice I received from my panel of experts:

1. Make certain the nestlings are truly orphaned 
(sorry, can’t emphasize that enough).

2. Match not only age but also SIZE of nestlings 
involved (thanks Keith for that important tip). 
Chicks of the same species and same age can 
vary considerably in size and we want to be 
certain the “added” nestlings have a fair chance 
at food among their new siblings, AND that 
they don’t jeopardize the well-being of the 
nestlings already in the box. Knowing the age of 
both the orphaned birds and the “foster home” 
is very important. (Hooray for careful, routine 
monitoring.)

3. Make certain to never give any bluebird pair 
more than a total of five or maybe six nestlings 
for which to care.

4. If it has been determined that fostering is the 
thing to do, do it quickly. Don’t try to raise the 
nestlings, feeding them yourself (bad idea for 
a host of reasons) and then plan to turn them 
over to bluebirds when they are older. Steve 
Garr receives that call at least once each season. 
Well-intentioned folks have been feeding baby 
bluebirds for 10–14 days and now want him to 
guide them to the “next step” of teaching the 
babies to survive on their own and hunt for 
food. Only a parent bluebird can do that!

I want to commend MOBS members Delores Vlach 
and Shirley Scrivner on a job well done fostering 
four bluebird chicks to new homes. Quick action on 
Delores’s part and excellent record keeping by both 
Shirley and Delores made for a smooth transition 
for the birds. They placed two chicks each in two 
boxes and all nestlings fledged successfully. Good job 

with a situation they are neither one likely to have to 
encounter again.
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This article originally appeared in The Fledgling, the 
newsletter of the Missouri Bluebird Society. It is reprinted 
here with permission.

Delores Vlach places only two of the four orphaned 
nestlings in this box. The other two will go in a 

different nestbox on Shirley’s trail. 
Photo by Shirley Scrivner.
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“I had Eastern Bluebirds in this nestbox and 
Tree Swallows evicted them. The bluebirds 

moved around the corner into another 
nestbox and had two successful hatches. I was 

hoping the swallows would raise the little 
bluebird. Unfortunately, when the swallows 

fledged, the egg was still in the box.”  
– Marion Ball, Arlington, Nebraska

Paul Servis of Lancaster County, Virginia took these photos 
of a leucistic female Eastern Bluebird and her normally 

colored mate. Her striking coloration (or lack thereof) is 
a genetic mutation. Leucism is extremely uncommon, but 
what is even more uncommon is for a leucistic bird to 

survive to breeding age—their unusual coloration makes 
them stand out, and thus more easily targeted by predators. 
But this female beat the odds and raised at least two broods 

this year—all are normally colored.

Photo Gallery

“Cicadas. They’re what’s for dinner. And breakfast, 
And lunch. And snacks....” So says Nanette Mickle, 

who watched Purple Martins feasting on the bounty 
offered by this year’s emergence of 17-year cicadas. 
“I had some super fat babies and adults this season. 
I was worried the babies would just roll out of the 

nest and fall to the ground like little lead balls! I 
had some babies weighing over 60 grams, which is 

approximately 10 grams more than a healthy adult.”
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Polypropylene Hinge for Nestboxes
Greg Beavers with Dan Sparks

Several years ago while attending the Bluebirds 
Across Nebraska (BAN) conference, I noticed 
that they were building their bluebird nestboxes 

using polypropylene (poly) hinges instead of the 
conventional screws/nails as the pivot points for the 
opening door. These pivot points are most often at the 
top of the opening door.

These poly hinges are 1½ inches wide, thin, drillable, 
cuttable, durable, and rust-proof. They are secured 
to the bottom of the door and the outside of the floor 
with four short (½-inch) pan-headed screws. A 3-inch 
long poly hinge works well with box lumber that is 
either 1 x 4 or 1 x 6. The hinge is usable with either the 
front or side boards of the box. You will want to use 
the poly hinge on 
the side board if 
you plan to use 
the Noel predator 
guard. I expect 
the poly hinges 
on my boxes to 
be functional for 
many years.

The  side of the box that has the poly hinge will swing 
down to open. I prefer this because it provides a better 
view of the box interior when I monitor. In addition, 
it is harder for a nestling to jump out of the box when 
the opening is at the top.

The biggest advantage of the poly hinge is that when 
used there is no need to recess the floor (or make it 
higher in the interior of the box) so that the swinging 
door does not hit it. When using the poly hinge, the 
bottom of the door is flush with the outside of the 
floor, eliminating this problem. In addition, I will use 
less lumber because I can use shorter boards to get 
my desired bottom-of-entrance-hole to floor distance. 

Poly hinges can be purchased from the NABS website 
storefront at http://nabluebirdsociety.org/Catalog/
miscellaneous.htm. Any length can be purchased. 
With questions call Dan at 812-988-1876.

Greg Beavers (pictured at right) 
and Dan Sparks have monitored 
hundreds of boxes in south-central 
Indiana for many years.They 
are former and current NABS 
Directors, with involvement in the 
Indiana Bluebird Society and the 
Brown County Bluebird Club. If 
you have questions, you can contact 
Greg at bluebirdbox@gmail.com 
or Dan at b4bluebirds@yahoo.com.

This article originally appeared in a slightly different 
format in Bluebird Flyer, the newsletter of the Indiana 
Bluebird Society. It appears here with permission.

You can find additional information about installing poly 
hinges online at http://nestboxbuilder.com/nestbox-
article-hinge.html
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Without monitoring, a bluebird trail cannot 
produce its potential of young bluebirds. 
They need your assistance. Vandalized 

boxes need repair, and probably removal to a less 
conspicuous place. House Sparrows need to be 
displaced, discouraged, or done away with. Maybe 
the nestbox should be moved to a less sparrow-prone 
location.

Remember, all native species using your nestboxes 
must be allowed to complete their nesting cycle. 
However, if you want to discourage native 
competitors, keep careful notes in your nestbox 
records and move the box to a better location after the 
wrens or titmice are done with it.

You should learn 
how to tell the age, 
within a day or two, 
of the nestlings. At 
the appropriate time 
you can have them 
banded. Through 
careful monitoring you 
will be able to know, 
with a fair degree of 
accuracy, whether your 
bluebirds really fledged 
or whether something 
else happened. Your 
data will be only as 
valuable as you care to 

make it. Estimates at the end of the season that your 
boxes produced an average of five young ones does 
not constitute data. It is guesswork.

Proving that your trail produced 25% more (or fewer) 
young per pair of adults than it did  the year before 
might tell you something really significant. What are 
you doing right? Was predation a factor? Was there 
extensive pesticide use in nearby crop areas? Maybe 
you’d better ask the farmer about his crop rotation, 
and rotate your nestboxes according to his schedule 
and the needs of your birds.

Frequent monitoring will tell you where your 
problems are and why you are successful. Once you 

understand a problem 
you can do something 
about it. Without 
monitoring, you’d have 
to be an awfully good 
sign reader to be sure of 
anything.

This article is excerpted 
from “Suggestions for 
Organizing a Save the 
Bluebird Committee,” 
which appeared in 
Sialia (former name of 
Bluebird), volume 1 
number 2.

The Need to Monitor
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I was sitting in my living room in Columbus, Georgia in early June. Through an open door I heard birds of all 
types making a ruckus. It caught my attention and I knew something was wrong. I went out to the porch, 

where they were making a fuss, and found what they were scared of: a 
grey rat snake with a Carolina Wren in its mouth. It was about a foot-and-
a-half long, the same type of snake that was in the picture of the nestbox 
I sent earlier [Bluebird, Summer 2013, page 15]. It is obvious that they are 
breeding around my backyard. The reason is most likely that I have so 
many feeders and bird boxes around my house they have figured out that 
this a good place live—lots of nice birds to eat! The basket you see in the 
photo is an old planter that I keep filled with nesting materials like leaves, 
pine needles, pieces of cloth, and cotton balls for the birds. The snake is 
smart enough to have figured this out.

I went into the house for maybe five minutes. When I got back I took this 
picture of the snake. The wren is now swallowed and you can see the 
bulge in the snake’s body about halfway down its length.

Gray Rat Snake Eats Carolina Wren
Carl Lively
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Vehicle/Property Donation Program
If you have a car, truck, motorcycle, RV, boat, or even an airplane that you no longer need, NABS would like to receive it as 

a tax-deductible charitable donation.

To donate, simply call this toll-free number: 866-244-8464. Our agents will have your vehicle, boat, 
RV, etc. picked up and taken to a facility where it will be evaluated by experts. A determination 

will be made regarding what should be done to maximize its selling price, thereby resulting in 
significantly higher value than it might otherwise generate so you will receive the maximum tax 
benefit allowable by U.S. law. For tax purposes you, the donor, will receive a formal Certificate of 
Donation complying with all State and Federal requirements for authenticating your donation to 
NABS, an IRS 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charity.

Thank you for supporting the conservation of bluebirds and other native cavity nesters!
i love bluebirds

Liftarn

Albino Bluebird Baby
Jon R. Armstrong

We had in our yard what appeared to be an albino 
bluebird. The parents hovering and keeping 
watch were bluebirds. The bird could fly short 

distances but remained close to cover...there seemed to be 
no siblings. We have two nestboxes at the rear of our yard 
and offer mealworms for them and know there are young 
in them but can’t prove that this bird is a part of either 
family.

As of dusk on the day of discovery, the parents were still 
attentive and gathering bugs and I was able to get close 
enough to set a plate of mealworms near the bird who 
seemed to be settled for the night in a windowsill behind 
some shrubbery while mom and dad were guarding from 
our chimney. Our cat is an inside one but there are others 
in the neighborhood and we were concerned.

The morning after discovery, the bird was out in the road 
with mom and dad still hovering. We left home for a short 
time to attend church and when we returned we could find 
neither the baby nor the parents.

We feel we had a unique experience in seeing him. Notice 
how short his tail feathers are and the color of the eye. In 
the event of interest, we reside in Martinsville, Virginia. 
Thanks for allowing us to share this lovely spectacle, even 
though sad.

This article originally appeared in The Bird Box, the newsletter 
of the Virginia Bluebird Society. It is reprinted here with 
permission.
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An Unusual Nestbox Occupant
Mary Miller

For over 40 years, Tampa Audubon Society and 
staff from the Hillsborough County (Florida) 
Parks, Recreation, & Conservation Department 

have maintained a bluebird trail at Flatwoods Park, 
a wellfield northeast of Tampa. I have monitored the 
trail for the last nine years, and I have encountered 
some unusual sights in the 50 bluebird boxes. 
However, I was not prepared for what I saw in box 
F11 this year. On April 28, there were six Brazilian 
free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis) in that box. This 
species is also known as the Mexican free-tailed bat. 
Occasionally, I have had one bat in a box, but never 
six. I thought they would eventually leave like they 
have in the past.

I was gone for two weeks on vacation, and when I 
returned the bats were still there. So, thinking that 
I would like to have the bluebird box back, but not 

wanting to leave the 
bats without a home, I 
decided to put up a bat 
house near the bluebird 
box. That night, my 
husband John and I 
sat near the bluebird 
box and waited for 
the bats to emerge, a 
little past sunset. We 
counted ten bats. Our 
plan was to remove the 
bluebird box after they 
left for the night, thus 
encouraging the bats 
to use the bat house we 
had just erected nearby 
when they returned 
from their night of 
foraging.

To our surprise, when we 
opened the door of the 
bluebird box, there was one 
adult bat and at least 11 
babies all huddled together. 
We had a maternity colony 
of bats in our bluebird box, 
which meant the babies 
would not be able to fly 
for at least 4–7 weeks. We 
left the bluebird box right 
where it was, monitored it 
weekly right along with the 
other 49 bluebird boxes, and 
were delighted when the 
bats were gone on June 12.

In the past, as a big 
supporter of bats 
and a member of Bat 
Conservation International, 
I have installed two bat 
houses at home and work, hoping to attract these 
nocturnal insect eaters, but to no avail. Since we were 
successful in attracting this maternity colony without 
even trying, we are going to build two larger bat 
houses at Flatwoods Park and install them very close 
by for the park’s bats in hopes they will use them as 
communal roosts or for another maternity colony.

Mary Miller has lived in Tampa, 
Florida for 38 years with her husband, 
John. For the past nine years, she 
has monitored the 50 boxes on the 
Flatwoods Park Bluebird Trail. She is 
a member of NABS, Tampa Audubon 
Society, Suncoast Native Plant 
Society, and Sierra Club. In addition to 
birding, she loves to garden and travel.

Brazilian free-tailed bat 
babies

Mary’s husband, John, 
erecting a bat house near 

the occupied bluebird house.

More Bats
NABS Director Dan Sparks has a situation similar to Mary Miller’s: he finds bats in a 
Peterson nestbox in his yard in Nashville, Indiana.  Anywhere from two to ten roost 
in the box every day.  They enter the box an hour or two after sunrise and leave the 
box about an hour before sunset.

“The work of bluebirders really does help other cavity nesters/dwellers,” says Dan.
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An Unusual Nestbox Visitor
William Zitek

It is that time of year again. Before the Eastern 
Bluebird nestlings leave their nest we place bands 
on them whenever the weather permits and just 

before the “No-Check” date, which is 5 days before 
they should fledge. On May 6, 2013, I opened a 
nestbox that had been home to five bluebird nestlings, 
which to that point were doing very well. The box 
was a very popular nesting site for this pair over the 
past 3 years. Actually it was this box that got me to 
start banding. I place a BirdCam [see NYSBS News, 
“Long Distance Learning: Use of the BirdCam,” 
Winter 2012–2013, p.10] at this nestbox each time 
there is a bluebird nest in it. Each week, along with 
monitoring, I change the SD cards in the cameras and 
review the pictures to learn about the activity at and 
around the nestbox. Since the camera turns on with 
first light in the morning, turns itself off at dark, and 
is activated by motion around the nestbox, I am able 
to keep an eye on what goes on when I am away. This 
gives me a weekly review of activity.

Reviewing the pictures in 2011 (there can be 1000+ 
in a week), revealed that the female had a band on 
her right leg. The fact that all my previous banding 
had involved placing a band on the left leg seemed 
to indicate that she had come from another site. 
Unsuccessful in catching her to read the band, we 
were able to catch the male and band him on the 
left leg. Subsequent photos showed the same pair 
occupying this nest box for two consecutive years; 
she, showing a band on the right leg and he, on the 
left. This year there is a different female as she has no 
band on either leg.

When I opened the nestbox that Monday, there at 
the front edge was a dead nestling probably 8 days 
old. Two other nestlings sat at the back of the nest 
and two were missing. I examined the dead nestling 
and found a tiny wound in the left axilla (arm pit) 
and hemorrhage at the base of the heart. I banded 
the two remaining nestlings. What had caused the 
disappearance of the two nestlings and the death of 
the third? The post on which the box is mounted has 
a very effective predator guard which keeps ground-
based predators from getting to the box. The box is at 
least 75 feet from the forest edge. No trees overhang 
the site. No brush or bushes grow around the site. No 
scratches were apparent on the predator guard, which 
is tightly sealed across its top.

The meadows in which our nestboxes are placed are 
surrounded by a 1500-acre oak-hickory maritime 
forest, so there are plenty of birds of all kinds at the 
site including egrets, osprey, Red-tailed Hawks, 
Northern Harriers, etc. In all, 215 bird species have 
been seen and 79 nest here. There are also raccoons, 
squirrels, foxes, and snakes. Most boxes are paired 
and Tree Swallows occupy them. An occasional 
House Wren gets to nest also.

The following Thursday, our usual day to monitor, 
it was raining so we delayed our trip until Friday, a 
beautiful day. I changed the SD card and brought it 
home to review the photos taken over the previous 
week. Much to my surprise, I found the answer to the 
puzzle of the lost nestlings.

A photo taken at 6:47 PM, one day before we visited 
the nestbox to band the nestlings, showed that a Red-
tailed Hawk had attacked the nestbox and taken out 
two of the nestlings. When the third was injured and 
died I am not sure. At 6:55 PM of the day I banded 
the remaining nestlings the hawk returned again. 
Two days later, it returned yet again, at 7:30 PM. 
Apparently, his modus operandi was to return in the 
evening just as the sun dropped in the west. 

This nestbox was one of our oldest boxes. It was a 
traditional type box with a very short roof overhang 
and, unlike previous years, this female built a nest 
that reached almost to the nestbox opening. This 
box has now been replaced by a newer type with an 
extended roof and greater distance to the floor. 
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Don’t Get Hooked
Bob Franz

The hawks have a nest about 400 yards away and 
have been there for years. I do not recollect any 
predation by them in the 13 years that I have been 
monitoring. Kestrels are often seen early in the season 
but have never been a problem. It will be interesting 
to see if this hawk has developed an appetite for 
nestbox birds. He will however, find it more difficult 
to get into that nestbox the next time (I hope). All the 
other boxes in that meadow and adjacent meadows 
have elongated roofs which make an approach from 
any angle more difficult except for the bluebirds and 
Tree Swallows.

What caused this hawk to start attacking the nestbox 
and go after bluebirds? Perhaps it spied the adult 
going back and forth to the nestbox. Obviously it 
was hungry. It had been a colder winter. Mange had 
reduced the fox population to almost nothing so that 
when we spotted two kits on our rounds this spring it 
was big news. There are rabbits and chipmunks and 
squirrels aplenty. In any event we have the photos 
that catch the Red-tailed Hawk “red taloned”—an 
interesting but sad day on the trail.

The last two nestlings fledged in the afternoon of May 
16. This was 4 days after the estimated fledge date. No 
further signs of the hawk were apparent. I changed 
the nestbox to one with an elongated roof. The male 
bluebird was looking over the new box when I left the 
site. He has fathered quite a few bluebirds in this nest 
site. I hope he keeps on.

Postscript: The bluebird pair moved into the new box 
immediately and raised a second successful clutch, 
which were all banded and have fledged. No sign of 
the Red-tailed Hawk.

William E. Zitek, DVM, is a veterinarian who is mostly 
retired (except for an occasional emergency). In 2001 he 
began volunteering at Mashomack Preserve, a Nature 
Conservancy Preserve, on Shelter Island, NY.  He 
revitalized the nestbox trail and it has been growing ever 
since. The preserve has 52 nestboxes and 23 volunteers 
who go out weekly, on a rotating basis, with Bill to monitor 
the nestboxes. Their Eastern Bluebird numbers have been 
steadily rising.

They share this experience with a number of  youngsters 
and groups and Bill has helped set up several satellite trails 
on the North Fork—
one in a vineyard that 
has been seeking to 
reduce its pesticide 
use by installing 
nestboxes and coaxing 
bluebirds to their land. 
They had a successful 
nest in the first year.

Bill has been a Trustee of Mashomack Preserve for 11 
years and serves as their Science and Wildlife Committee 
Chairman.

I suspect that many monitors, especially the ones who check nestboxes that are near lakes where fishing is 
permitted, have observed pieces of monofilament fishing line intertwined in a bluebird’s nest. Over the 

years, I have monitored numerous nestboxes in north Orange County, California, and have observed this 
many times as well. Recently I took down a nestbox and found some thin and wavy monofilament at the front 
of the nest. But what made this time different was that a small hook was attached to the line—a real fish hook! 
Needless to say, I was astonished and quickly removed it and the line, being careful not to get hooked myself. 
This incident brings, even more vididly, one peril in installing nestboxes in parks near fishing lakes, and it 
should serve as a reminder to all monitors to be ever more vigilant at these locations—and careful—when 
looking inside a nestbox.

This article originally appeared in Bluebirds Fly!, the newsletter of the California Bluebird Recovery Program. It is 
reprinted here with permission.
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Unintended Consequences: Rodent Poisons Kill Birds
Georgette Howington

Earlier this year, the Mount Diablo Audubon 
Society, a 400-member chapter located in 
Contra Costa County, California, joined other 

like-minded organizations in a campaign to eliminate 
second-generation anti-coagulant rodenticides 
(SGARs). The devastating effects of widespread use 
of these poisons, meant to kill rats and mice, are cause 
for great concern. SGARs are poisoning non-target 
wildlife, children, and pets. Some are calling SGARs 
“the next DDT.”

The “one feeding kills” products (primarily d-CON) 
kill rodents through internal bleeding and anemia. 
Death can take several days, during which time the 
weakened rodent is easy prey for predators. Those 
predators, in turn, are poisoned when they eat the 
rodent. Hawks, owls, coyotes, and foxes are among 
the hardest hit.

The effect of this secondary 
poisoning is heart wrenching. 
Once a predator such as a Barn 
Owl  consumes a poisoned 
rodent, it begins to bleed 
internally. If the bird is nesting, 
she will feed her young the 
poisoned rodents as well. As 
the owl grows weaker and 
weaker, she can no longer hunt, 
she bleeds from every orifice, 
and she dies an agonizing, 
painful death.

WildCare, a wildlife rescue 
hospital in Marin County, 
California, has found that 
66% of the dead raptors and other predators brought 
to the clinic since 2006 show evidence of SGAR 
poisoning. Recently, four juvenile Red-tailed Hawks 
were released after being hospitalized and rehabbed. 
They all showed signs of exposure to SGARs. This is 
no longer an uncommon scenario for wildlife rescue 
centers.

To make matters worse, the most vulnerable 
among us—children, especially in low-income 
neighborhoods--are poisoned by these rodenticides. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
estimates that about 10,000 children are accidentally 
poisoned each year. In addition, according to the 

ASPCA, approximately 7,000 dogs, cats, and other 
pets are poisoned each year by SGARs.

Regulatory Response
In 1999, in response to the many reported incidents 
of secondary poisoning due to SGARs, the California 
Department of Fish and Game requested that the 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation place 
pesticide products containing the SGAR brodifacoum 
into reevaluation. While this process was underway 
in 2001, the EPA completed its final draft ecological 
assessment of brodifacoum and other rodenticides.

That assessment, “Risk Mitigation for Ten 
Rodenticides” (brodifacoum, bromadiolone, 
difenacoum, difethialone, chlorophacinone, 
diphacinone, its sodium salt, and warfarin and its 
sodium salt), focused on two major areas: protecting 
children from accidental poisoning in the home and 

preventing wildlife exposures. All 
pesticide registrants were expected 
to comply with new regulations by 
June 2011.

In 2012 the EPA expanded 
restrictions for licensed pest 
control companies. In addition, as 
a condition of sale or distribution, 
SGAR products could not be sold 
to residential customers—only to 
agricultural consumers and pest 
control operators.

Only one registrant, Reckitt 
Benckiser, makers of d-CON, 
refused to comply with the EPA’s 

restrictions and continues to produce SGAR products 
for consumers without the safety measures. Since 
early 2013, Reckitt Benckiser has kept the EPA tied 
up in court and until a cancellation notice is legally 
issued the company can continue to market 12 
noncompliant products.

The widespread use of SGARs is serious and 
frightening. The California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation analyzed studies conducted from 1995 
to 2011; out of 492 nontarget animals examined 
(including red fox, mountain lion, bobcat, coyote, the 
endangered San Joaquin Kit fox, and birds), 359 or 
98% tested positive for one or more SGAR.

“More than 50 years 
after Silent Spring, we’re 
still using poisons to kill 
rodents when there are 
effective alternatives that 
are safer for people, pets 

and wildlife.” 
– Ted Williams, Audubon 

Magazine
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What can we do to stop this? First of all, take a look 
at the website www.raptorsarethesolution.org to read 
articles, see how many cities and counties have joined 
in to eliminate SGARs, and educate yourself about 
the problem. Tell your friends and associates about 
the website and educate them as well. Encourage 
local businesses to voluntarily take the products 
off the market and ask your cities, counties, and 
states to support your efforts. If you are a member 
of an Audubon chapter or a bluebird conservation 
group, perhaps you can rally the members to start a 
campaign.

Safe Alternatives
Effective alternatives to using SGARs or other 
rodenticides exist; some suggestions:

• Eliminate rodent habitat (food, water, cover, and 
places to breed). The rodents will often move on 
if there is no food or water.

• Seal garbage, recyclables, and animal feed in 
secure metal trash cans. Store in closed sheds, 
the garage, or metal buildings.

• Eliminate English Ivy and dense shrubbery that 
create a safe haven for rodents. Dense shrubbery 
can be trimmed to expose branches at the 
ground level.

• Use raised beds in the garden, with hardware 
cloth nailed across the bottom to keep gophers 
out. Plant bare-root and new trees in wire 
baskets. 

• Install nestboxes for Barn Owls, screech owls, 
and American Kestrels.

• Declutter your garage and storage areas 
(rodents like to shred paper).

• Fill cracks and holes in your house with steel 
wool.

• Cover openings and raised areas with wire 
mesh.

• Use snap-traps, No-See snap traps, Zappers, 
and live traps. Be careful not to trap birds.

•  If you feed birds or other animals in your 
yard, regularly clean up any spilled seed or 
other food. Remove fallen fruit from under 
fruit trees.

The above Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
alternatives do work. The Safe Rodent Control 
Resource Center (www.saferodentcontrol.org) is an 
excellent source of additional information. If you 
are an agricultural consumer, you too can utilize 
IPM strategies to control rodent populations. It will 
take some experimenting, patience, and tenacity 
but it can be done.

In fact, it is being done. Many wineries and organic 
farms in California and other states grow their 
produce organically and do not use poisons at all. 
Poisoning the rodents ends up poisoning the very 
predators that are designed to hunt and kill them for 
food.

Do not hesitate to contact Raptors are the Solution 
through their website (see Resources, below). You 
can also contact me for ideas. I am a member of 
the Conservation Committee of the Mount Diablo 
Audubon Society and a County Coordinator for the 
California Bluebird Recovery Program. I am happy 
to share any information, contacts, or strategies with 
you.

Resources
California Department of Pesticide Regulation
 www.cdpr.ca.gov
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
 www.epa.gov
Wildcare Animal Rescue, San Rafael, CA
 www.wildcarebayarea.org
Raptors are the Solution
 www.raptorsarethesolution.org

Contact Information
Georgette A. Howington
Contra Costa County Coordinator
California Bluebird Recovery Program
301 Lake Court
Martinez, CA 94553 
Georgette@birdscape.net 
925-768-9428

Rodent-eating birds such as this cavity-nesting 
Western Screech-Owl are at risk from SGARs.
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“Quick, hand me the binoculars!” I just 
assumed my mother was happy to see 
the chickadees, juncos, and finches had 

found their food supply back again. She and I had 
just sat down to breakfast at her home in Northern 
Indiana, and this was a breakfast table request I had 
heard many times before. She had been gone over two 
months during the first cold, gray days of this winter 
and had now been home just a few weeks. I knew she 
had been worried about her birds. Once an active, 
do-it-yourself woman, she was now at the mercy of 
visitors such as I to fill her feeders, which I had just 
done a few days earlier. 

She had come east to have her mitral valve replaced 
and had been staying with me in New Jersey until 
she got clearance from her doctor that the operation 
was a success and she could go home. There was a 
significant coating of snow on the ground when I 
brought her back after the surgery, and getting to the 
feeders meant crossing the deck. I did not bring snow 
boots with me and it was sure to be slippery. The 
feeders would have to wait to be filled. My mom had 
suffered a few unexplained falls over the last several 
months, so I did not want her to go near them. Her 
balance and strength were compromised more than 
ever now because of the operation, and I had told her 
no way was she going outside to fill them. I’d have to 
keep an eye on her to be sure she didn’t try to sneak 
outside. Besides, I had hidden the little platform she 
built and used to stand on to reach up and detach 
one of the feeders from its hanger on the deck just the 
other side of the kitchen window. A bird lover myself, 
I was happy to help, once conditions improved. 

The snow melted a few days later, but the deck 
was coated with a thin layer of ice. Out I went in 
my sneakers. Filling up the heated birdbath, I was 
especially grateful that my sister and I had moved 
it that fall to the deck from the yard below. At least 
mom could see the birds 
come to it now. Where it 
was located previously was 
entirely out of sight from 
the low, double kitchen 
window next to the table 
where she ate all her meals. 
“I can’t believe it!” she 
exclaimed, as she still held 
the binoculars to her eyes. 
“The bluebirds are out there 
on the fence, and I have 
never seen them return this 
early! You had better get 
some food out for them!” 
It was March 11, 2013 in 

Granger, Indiana, a small community a stone’s throw 
away from the Michigan border. “They must have 
known you were finally home,” I said, when actually 
what I thought was, “They must have known they 
were needed.”

Carefully stepping on the thin snow-crusted grass 
to the bluebird feeding box mounted on the fence 
at the far end of the rear yard, I placed in it some 
of the bluebird suet I had made during an earlier 
visit and kept stored in my mom’s freezer. Just as 
she instructed me to do, I whistled a few times and 
banged the top of the feeder up and down to create a 
noise that would signal to the bluebirds to “come get 
it!” She was elated the bluebirds were back. It struck 
me as such a dichotomy, when just the day before 
family members convened to tell her what the doctors 
had told us: she only had several more months to live. 

It all started shortly after I brought her home in early 
February from having the heart surgery. We had 
taken away her car keys because she was driving in 
the middle of the road, stopping at four-way stops 
mid-intersection, and missing familiar streets. When 
she took a left turn and did not notice oncoming 
traffic—specifically a car coming right at the 
passenger side where I was sitting—we were 15 feet 
away from getting killed. I mentioned it to her local 
cardiologist. Was it the aftereffects of the anesthesia 
used during the heart operation? “Most likely, yes, 
and it may not resolve for months, if not a full year.” 

Stranger occurrences followed. Now I was getting 
calls that she was showing up for her cardiac rehab 
sessions with her sweater on inside out. Putting on 
her coat was like solving a crossword puzzle. She was 
walking into walls with her walker. Like her father, 
my mother had never experienced a headache a day 
in her life. Until one day, when she asked to be taken 
to the emergency room because her head “just did 

not feel right.” What she 
was experiencing were 
the effects of multiple 
tumors pressing on her 
brain. A small spot on her 
lungs her doctor had been 
monitoring for months had 
metastasized there. She 
would be given a course of 
radiation, but we were told 
it would not be curative.

Now, the day after the 
news was delivered to 
her, we were smiling and 
reveling in the fact that 

Bluebird Magic—Just When We Need It
Nanette Pigaga

Nanette and her mom.
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the bluebirds had come to call. The next day, we 
were again in awe—a bluebird pair was drinking 
from the birdbath on the deck, mere feet from where 
we sat. Another first, because she had never seen 
them drink from it because the birdbath had always 
been out of her line of vision from the kitchen. I had 
thought of it the day before, and now I seized the 
opportunity. “Mom, what do you think about maybe 
having bequests given to the bluebird society in your 
memory?” She agreed it would be a good idea. “You 
don’t think it would be frivolous, do you?“ I asked. 
“It’s not like the cancer society or something. Do you 
think people would take it seriously?” Her answer 
came loud and clear. “Well, I don’t know too many 
people that are as crazy about birds as I am. But 
they have given me a lot of pleasure over the years, 
especially all the bluebirds that have hatched here.” 

The bluebirds stayed in her backyard over the 
next several weeks, through some pretty severe 
snowstorms. My mother’s nurse aide and the family 
members who came to care for her in weekly shifts 
took over filling the feeders. Linda, the aide, refused 
to place even dried mealworms in the feeding box, 
squirming as she recounted seeing the live ones, 
“They’re just gross!” My mom couldn’t understand 
her squeamishness, and teased her new friend and 
companion to no end. By mid-May she had five little 
bluebird hatchlings in one of the two nestboxes in her 
yard. Too weak to walk on the uneven surface of her 
lawn, I took a movie using my iPad to show her that 
her love of these birds would continue yet another 
generation.

Along with the duties that were necessary for 
planning the end of my mother’s life, I worked behind 
the scenes with my daughter to compose, design, 
and print memorial cards for her funeral benefitting 
the Zeleny Endowment Fund of the North American 
Bluebird Society. My mother never saw the cards; but 
then, we had never intended her to see them. They 
were delivered to her house on my next visit, less 
than a week before she died. 

Hearing is the last of the senses lost during the final 
stages in the dying process, the hospice nurse told 
us. Before making that last trip to Indiana to help 
care for my mother, I stopped at my local birding 
store and purchased a CD of music I knew she would 
like. It had piano tunes coupled with bird songs and 
soothing water sounds. The purchase was a good one. 
She became totally bedridden shortly after my arrival, 
and I made sure music played in her room 24/7. I had 
not chosen the CD among all the others on display for 
the cover art, which I noticed weeks later. On it was a 
bluebird front and center, of course. 

An hour before she passed away, I had her kitchen 
window wide open. I wrote the following in an email 
to my neighbor: It is such a beautiful morning here. Just 
heard a different bird, and looked up to find one of mom’s 
bluebirds on the deck rail, then he hopped down for a drink 
of water from the birdbath. I will never forget that little 
bird, for it is he that I asked, “Please take her with you 
this morning. Fly away with her.” And, he did.

When making end-
of-life arrangements 
with her daughter, 
Anita decided to 
have memorial 

contributions to 
NABS included as 
part of her pre-

planning. 

We thank Nanette 
for sharing the 

card they produced 
together and we 

are working to have 
this information 
available on our 

website for others 
who may wish 

to  do something 
similar.
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Maybe House Sparrows Aren’t So Bad (if properly prepared)

We present the accompanying recipe 
without comment. It is taken from 

a book titled, The Experienced English 
House-keeper: For the Use and Ease of Ladies, 
House-keepers, Cooks, &c., written in 1769 
by Elizabeth Raffald (available online 
at http://books.google.com). Given their 
abundance and their close association with 
human habitation, we assume the “sparrow” 
in the recipe is none other than the (English) 
House Sparrow. Bon appétit.

Rare Bluebird Twins Found
Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Earlier this summer, the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s Project NestWatch received a 
report of an anomaly in an Eastern Bluebird 

nest in State College, Pennsylvania. The nest 
contained three normal-sized eggs and one large 
egg. The large egg contained two fertilized embryos, 
or twins! The four eggs hatched on July 1, resulting 
in five nestlings. The twins did not grow as quickly 
as their three siblings and were always noticeably 
smaller. Unfortunately, these two smaller nestlings 
died after 11 days, perhaps because the adult male 
bluebird went missing at some point. The female 
likely had a hard time feeding all five babies on her 
own, and the two smaller nestlings may not have 
been able to obtain as much food as their larger 
siblings. The three surviving nestlings are doing well 
at the time of this writing [i.e., 
in July].

Twinning has been observed 
in other species of wild 
birds, including American 
Goldfinch, Peregrine 
Falcon, Gadwall, Mallard, 
and Song Sparrow, as well 
as in domestic chickens. 
Opportunities to observe this 
rare occurrence outside of a 
laboratory are scarce because 
double-embryo eggs are rare 
to begin with—fewer than 
one-half of one percent of 
waterfowl eggs in one study 
contained twins. It is even 

rarer for both chicks to survive hatching. Typically, 
before hatching, one embryo may out-compete the 
other, or both embryos may die due to insufficient 
oxygen and/or space. A large study of 208 double-
yolked chicken eggs only resulted in one egg that 
hatched into twin chicks. Twin chicks apparently have 
a very difficult time pipping the eggshell.

Twins can form from eggs with double yolks (i.e., 
fraternal twins), or from eggs with one yolk and two 
embryos (i.e., identical twins). We don’t know which 
was the case for these bluebird twins, but we do 
know that for them to have hatched and lived for 11 
days is a very rare phenomenon, indeed! We thank 
Gerald Clark, owner of the nest box in question, and 
NestWatcher Harry Schmeider for bringing this to 

our attention so that we can 
all learn from this unique 
experience.

The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s NestWatch 
(www.nestwatch.org) is a 
nationwide monitoring program 
designed to track status and 
trends in the reproductive 
biology of birds by utilizing data 
collected by citizen-scientists.

This article and photo originally 
appeared in the July 2013 issue of 
the NestWatch eNewsletter; it is 
reprinted here with permission.Three normal eggs and one double-embryo 

egg (lower right)—twins!
Photo by Gerald Clark.
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BluesNews

Bluebirds Everywhere
“Bluebirds Everywhere” is a feature that celebrates the widespread and creative uses of bluebird 
images and the word itself. We invite you to submit your own images and ideas—simply email them to 
NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail them to NABS Editor, 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402. Let’s see 
what bluebirds you can find!

Bluebirds seem to be quite 
popular in Great Britain. This is 
rather odd, given that bluebirds 
are native only to North America, 
but perhaps it’s the lack of 
bluebirds that causes the British 
to long for them. This example is 
from a restaurant in Lymington, a 
port town at the southern tip of 
England. Photo by Elliott Brown on 
Flickr.

American Express has teamed 
up with Walmart to offer the 
Bluebird card, a prepaid debit 
card developed as an alternative 
to conventional banking services. 
No word on why the corporate 
bigwigs chose “bluebird” as 
the card’s theme—perhaps it’s 
because, as all bluebirders know,  
bluebirds are symbolic of a 
happy, carefree lifestyle.

Bluebird Research Project Honored
The Tennessee Wildlife Federation honored Nashville’s Warner Parks Nature Center as its 2013 Wildlife 
Conservationist of the Year. The award is a result of the center’s Bluebird Research Project, which is one of 
the longest-running programs of its kind in the U.S. Started in 1936 by legendary ornithologist Amelia Laskey, 
the 77-year-old project has generated volumes of research and data related to bluebirds. The project currently 
monitors 50 nestboxes located throughout Percy Warner and Edwin Warner parks. Source: www.tnwf.org

Penny Brandau sent this photo and note: “My 
9 year-old granddaughter Lindsay has learned 
to recognize many bird species. Yesterday she 
excitedly came running to tell me that she found 
a bluebird on her new iPod! She then showed 
me that, in one of her app games called ‘Appets,’ 
a bluebird picture will display to give helpful tips 
about the game! How cool that bluebirds still 
retain the image of friendly helpful birds to our 
youngest generation.” Penny is a member of 
NABS and the Ohio Bluebird Society.

A Classic Passes Fifty
This fall marks the 51st anniversary of the publication of Rachel Carson’s influential book, 
Silent Spring. Carson sounded the alarm that indiscriminate use of chemical pesticides had 
the potential to destroy wildlife, including birds. The book’s title refers to an unthinkable 
but inevitable outcome of destroying insects and wildlife—a springtime when no birds 
are left to sing. The book inspired a fledgling environmental movement in the U.S. and 
eventually led to the U.S. ban on the sale of DDT. Ironically, Carson’s book never called for 
such a ban; rather, she advocated responsible use of pesticides, saying, “Spray as little as 
you possibly can.“ If you’ve never read the book, this might be a good time to pick it up.

Woodpeckers to the Rescue
The emerald ash borer is a small bug with a big appetite. A native of Asia and Russia, this beetle found its way 
to North America about 10 years ago and has been chewing its way through ash trees ever since. Fortunately, 
native birds have developed an appetite for the bugs. Data from citizen-scientists participating in the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology’s Project FeederWatch show that Red-bellied, Downy, and Hairy Woodpeckers, along with 
the bug-hungry White-breasted Nuthatch, have increased in Detroit, Michigan—the epicenter of infestation. 
This population response offers hope that the birds will keep the borer’s numbers in check, and minimize 
damage to ash trees.
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Research Review
A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity Nesters

Scott W. Gillihan
Do bluebirds build nests based on past 
experience or current conditions?
While searching for natural nest sites in trees, 
bluebirds encounter cavities of various sizes. Cavities 
excavated by Northern Flickers, for example, tend 
to be larger and deeper than cavities excavated by 
Downy Woodpeckers. Female bluebirds must be 
adaptable and able to adjust the size of the nests they 
build to properly fit in these variously sized cavities.

Bluebird researcher Mark Stanback and his colleagues 
wanted to know if the size of a female’s first nest of 
the season influences the size of the second nest, or if 
the size of the available cavity has a greater influence. 
Specifically, if a female built a short nest in a shallow 
cavity for her first brood of the season, would she 
build a short nest in her second attempt, even if the 
cavity were deep?

Stanback inserted false floors into some nestboxes to 
create shallow cavities for first broods, then removed 
the used nests and false floors for second broods. 
Other nestboxes he left “deep” for both first and 
second broods, for comparison. He found that the 
second nests, in the deep boxes, were tall regardless 
of whether the female’s first nest was in a deep or 
shallow box. So even though females learned that 

a short nest was 
successful in their 
first nest attempt, 
they built a tall 
second nest because 
the cavity was deep.

This is hardly 
earth-shaking 
news, but it is 
interesting. It shows 
that bluebirds are 
adaptable in their 
nest building, 
a valuable trait 
for a species 
that may nest 
multiple times in a 
season, in cavities 
with different 
dimensions.

Mark T. Stanback, Austin N. Mercadante, Esther L. Cline, T. 
Howell Burke, and Jeffrey E. Roth. 2013. Cavity Depth, Not 
Experience, Determines Nest Height in Eastern Bluebirds. 
Wilson Journal of Ornithology 125:301–306.

Why nest in a cavity?
Nesting inside a cavity has its advantages. A thick tree 
trunk can offer protection against certain predators, 
and wind, rain, and hail can be blocked. But the 
primary advantage seems to be that the enclosed 
environment stabilizes temperature and humidity. 
Birds inside a nest cavity stay warmer when the 
temperature is cold, and cooler when the temperature 
is hot. Humidity stays high and fairly constant.

This moderation of temperature and humidity is 
influenced by characteristics of the tree and the cavity. 
Temperatures in cavities located in larger-diameter 
trees fluctuate less and change at a slower rate. 
Deeper cavities, cavities with smaller entrances, and 
cavities in live trees provide more protection from 
temperature extremes. The birds themselves can affect 
the cavities’ temperature and humidity by building 
taller or shorter nests.

Nesting inside a cavity has its disadvantages, too. A 
cavity in a dead tree trunk, exposed to direct sunlight, 
can reach temperatures lethal to eggs or nestlings. 
When the air is calm, carbon dioxide and other gases 
inside a cavity can build up while the oxygen content 
goes down, to the detriment of nestlings. Light levels 
inside a cavity can be below the level that allows 
colors to be distinguished; the bottom of a deep cavity 
can be completely dark and below the threshold for 
any vision.

Still, the advantages offered by a stable environment, 
with temperatures suitable for successfully raising 
young, outweigh the disadvantages.

Marta Maziarz and Tomasz Wesołowski. 2013. 
Microclimate of Tree Cavities Used by Great Tits (Parus 
major) in a Primeval Forest. Avian Biology Research 6:47–56.

Do tree cavities offer advantages over nestboxes?
Many of the advantages of a cavity nest mentioned 
in the previous review are offered by both tree 
cavities and nestboxes (protection from wind and 
precipitation, moderation of temperatures, etc.). But 
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tree cavities appear to beat out nestboxes in one 
important area: parasites.

Cavities in a live tree are naturally more humid 
than the outside air—the tree itself is a giant straw, 
sucking water from the ground and drawing it 
up through the tree’s xylem cells to the leaves or 
needles. Some of that water oozes out of the tree 
through the walls of a tree cavity, into the cavity 
itself. Rain, too, can make its way into the cavity 
by entering directly or by flowing down the tree 
trunk and then into the cavity. This steady supply 
of water keeps the cavity very humid and the air 
almost saturated with water vapor.

Nestboxes, on the other hand, are built of dead wood 
(obviously), and are specifically designed to be water-
tight. Compared to tree cavities, they are extremely 
dry inside.

One advantage to all the humidity found inside a 
tree cavity: it supresses flea populations. Fleas like 
a warm, dry environment. They thrive in it, and 
produce more young in it. A compilation of data from 
nearly 700 tree-cavity nests found that flea infestation 
was always under 10%, with many of the “infested” 

nests containing only a single flea. Compare this 
to the infestation rates in nestboxes, where it’s not 
uncommon for more than 80% of nests to be infested, 
often with hundreds of fleas.

Some creative bluebirders may want to put some 
thought into ways to safely increase the humidity 
levels inside nestboxes, especially in areas with flea or 
other ectoparasite problems.

Grzegorz Hebda and Tomasz Wesołowski. 2012. Low 
Flea Loads in Birds’ Nests in Tree Cavities. Ornis Fennica 
89:139–144.

MEALWORMS!!!
Special pricing for NABS members!!!

Supply Bluebirds With the Best Tasting and Highest Quality Mealworms!!
Guaranteed Live Delivery & Same Day Shipments

Bassett’s Cricket Ranch, Inc.
1-800-634-2445  www.bcrcricket.com  info@bcrcricket.com
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Bluebird, Mountain: 4:6–8.
Bluebird, Western: 4:6–8.
Cats: as predators of birds 2:15.
Chickadee, Black-capped: mixed-species nest 2:8.
Feeders: bluebird 2:17–19; cleaning 1:11.
Hawk, Red-tailed: as predator of bluebirds 4:18–19.
NABS: annual meeting 1:4; awards 1:6–8; grants 2:5.
Nestboxes: cleaning 3:26; design and construction 

2:24–25, 4:13; interior temperatures 2:20–23; 
management 2:6–8, 3:20–21, 3:22–23, 4:19; mice 
and rats 1:20–21; mixed-species brood 1:17; pairing 
3:18–19; proper placement 1:27; trails 1:12–13, 
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2:9–10.
Nuthatch, White-breasted: 3:24–26.
Poetry: 1:23, 4:24.
Poisons: rodent poisons as hazard to birds 4:20–21.
Raccoons: 1:19, 1:27, 4:6.
Robin, American: 4:9.
Snakes: 3:15, 4:14.
Sparrow, House: management 3:19.
Swallow, Tree: mixed-species brood 1:17; nestbox 

management 2:6–8, 3:18–19.
Windows: bird collisions 1:26–27.
Winter roosting box: 1:15.
Woodpecker, Red-headed: habitat use and breeding 

ecology 2:11–13.
Wren, Carolina: prey of rat snake 4:14.
Wren, House: nestbox management 2:7.
Zeleny, Larry: 1:12–13.

Titles
Albino Bluebird Baby, Jon R. Armstrong 4:15.
A Bluebird Fledgling’s Collision with a Window, Mary 

Roen 1:26–27.
Bluebird Habitat Selection in a Rural Setting, Kenneth H. 

Glaspey 2:9–10.
Bluebird Magic—Just When We Need It, Nanette Pigaga 

4:22–23.
Bluebird Man, Neil Paprocki 4:6–8.
Bluebirds of Antietam, Mark Raabe 1:12–13.
Bluebirds Use Robin’s Nest, Allen Jackson 4:9.
Cedar Nestboxes Protect Bluebirds from Low and High 

Temperatures—But Not from Predators, Leif Marking 
2:20–23.

A Cemetery Bluebird Story, Allen Bower 3:20–21.
Citizen Bird, Mabel Osgood Wright and Elliott Coues 

2:27.
Clean Your Feeders this Winter, Scott W. Gillihan 1:11.
Commonsense Bluebird Management, Allen Jackson 

2:6–8.
Don’t Get Hooked, Bob Franz 4:19.
Evolution of a Bluebird Feeder, Gary Manfready 2:17–19.
Fostering Orphaned Bluebird Chicks, Regina Garr 4:10–

11.
From the Managing Editor, Scott W. Gillihan 1:3, 2:2, 

3:3, 4:3.
From the President, Sherry Linn 1:2, 2:2, 3:2, 4:2.
Eastern Bluebird with a Beak Deformity, Mary Roen 

1:18–19.
Gray Rat Snake Eats Carolina Wren, Carl Lively 4:14.
Gray Rat Snake Visits Nestbox, Carl Lively 3:15.
Master Nestbox Builder: An Interview with Fred Stille, 

Tom Comfort 2:24–25.
Mice and Rats in Nestboxes, Bet Zimmerman 1:20–21.
Mr Bluebird Blue, Tommy Outerbridge 1:23.
My Bluebird Story, Theodore J. Suerdieck 3:6–8.
NABS 2012—Now a Wonderful Memory, Sherry Linn 

1:4.
NABS Awards 2012, Sherry Linn 1:6–8.

NABS Grants Awarded, Anne Sturm 2:5.
New Study Finds High Levels of Bird Predation by Cats, 

American Bird Conservancy 2:15.
Pairing Nestboxes and Other Suggestions to Benefit 

Bluebirds and Tree Swallows, Lance D. Wood 3:18–19.
Polypropylene Hinge for Nestboxes, Greg Beavers with 

Dan Sparks 4:13.
Precautionary Measures when Cleaning Nestboxes, Pat 

Spain 3:26.
Production of Eastern Bluebirds in Monitored Houses, Leif 

Marking 3:22–23.
Rare Bluebird Twins Found, Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

4:24.
Red-headed Woodpecker Habitat Use and Breeding Ecology 

in New York State: A Preliminary Assessment, Jacob L. 
Berl and John W. Edwards 2:11–13.

Research Review, Scott W. Gillihan 1:28–29, 2:28–29, 
3:28–29, 4:26–27.

The Runt Egg Phenomenon, Bob Peak 3:9–12.
A Roosting Box for Bluebirds, Kurt Hagemeister 1:15.
A Summer Miracle. Marion Ball 1:9–11.
Translocation Simulation for the Slender-billed White-

breasted Nuthatch, Gary Slater and Bob Altman 
3:24–26.

Tree Swallows Raise Eastern Bluebird, Walt Sivertsen 
1:17.

Unintended Consequences: Rodent Poisons Kill Birds, 
Georgette Howington 4:20–21.

An Unusual Nestbox Occupant, Mary Miller 4:17.
An Unusual Nestbox Visitor, William Zitek 4:18–19.
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Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 59 Ave.
Olds, Alberta T4H 1K3 - CANADA
403-556-8043
rreist1@shaw.ca
www.canadiannaturenetwork.ca

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
PO Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403-885-4477
403-887-5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca

M ountain Bluebird Trails 
Conservation Society

Gwen Tietz
P.O. Box 401
Lethbridge, AB T1J-3Z1 - CANADA
403-317-1252
gwen.tietz@gmail.com

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Jim Janssen
83 Forfar Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479-855-4451
jans33@sbcglobal.net

Bermuda
Bermuda Bluebird Society
Stuart Smith
#2 Up and Down Lane
Paget DV 03, Bermuda
441-777-9856
smitty@ibl.bm
www.bermudabluebirdsociety.com

British Columbia
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team
Rebecca Mersereau
841 Ralph Street
Victoria, BC  V8X 3E1 - CANADA
250-383-3224
rebecca.mersereau@goert.ca
www.goert.ca

Sou thern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
Sherry Linn
18588 Old Richter Pass Rd
Osoyoos, BC V0H-1V5 - CANADA
250-495-7891
goldstrm@vip.net
www.bcbluebirds.org

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA  95014
408-257-6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org

Pal os Verdes South Bay Audubon Society
Nancy Feagans
2010½ Pullman Lane
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310-483-8192
nancy@pvsb-audubon.org
www.pvsb-audubon.org

Southern California Bluebird Club
Jo-Ann Coller
18132 Larkstone Dr.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
www.socalbluebirds.org

Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720.482.8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303-973-9530
303-973-1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/conservation/
bluebird-project/

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.com

Tampa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 320025
Tampa, FL 33079
www.tampaaudubon.org

Idaho
Golden Eagle Audubon Society
Leah Dunn & Michele Christ
P.O. Box 8261
Boise, ID 83707
ldboise@gmail.com
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org

Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208-782-9676

The North American Bluebird Society serves as a 
clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, 
and education on behalf of bluebirds and other 
native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites 
all state, provincial, and regional bluebird 
organizations to become NABS Affiliates in a 
confederation of equals working together in a 
partnership in international bluebird conservation. 
No cost is associated with affiliating with NABS. 
Your affiliated organization will be listed on 
the NABS website and in Bluebird. If your 
organization has a newsletter, please forward a 
copy to our headquarters. To find out more about 
becoming a NABS Affiliate, read our Affiliate 
Letter. Notice: If you are listed below, please check 
listing to see if it is current. If not, please send correct 
information to Phil Berry at pbsialia@gmail.com and 
info@nabluebirdsociety.org.

Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society
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Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67  Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208-838-2431
fowest@custertel.net

Illinois
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Loren Hughes
1234 Tucker Beach Rd
Paris, IL 61944
217-463-7175
lghughes@joink.com

Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.jdcf.org/guardians

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
Laraine Wright
P.O. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222
618-457-8769
LARAINEWRIGHT66@gmail.com
www.siaudubon.org

Indiana
Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
PO Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812-988-1876
360-361-3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Hendricks County Bluebird Society
Karen Smith
7369 Caldwell Lane
Avon, IN 46123
317-513-6403
Karen12208@aol.com
www.hendricksbluebirdsociety.info

Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
PO Box 134
Rensselaer, IN  47978-0134
219-866-3081
ibs07@rhsi.tv
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org

Iowa
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515-836-4579
jaclynhill@netins.net

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
PO Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712-624-9433 h
712-527-9685 w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319-466-1134
jcmwalt@infionline.net

Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
26 Poplar Hill Rd.
Louisville, KY 40207
502-895-4737
ptamplin@aol.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs

Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Emily Winners
126 Winegart Lane
Lecompte, LA 71346
318-776-5356
emilywinners@msn.com
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org

Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
Joseph F. Gray
35 Schooner Street #103
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3578 
cgray025@gmail.com
www.midcoastaudubon.org

Manitoba 
Friends of the Bluebirds
Barry Danard
PO Box 569
Killarney, MB R0K 1G0 - CANADA
204-523-8258
jbdanard@mts.net

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Kathy Kremnitzer
19305 Deer Path
Knoxville, MD 21758
301-662-7818
Griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Michigan
Michigan Audubon Society
Jonathan E. Lutz, Executive Director
PO Box 15249
Lansing, MI 48901
www.michiganaudubon.org

Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
PO Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734-663-9746
810-736-8713 f
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 984
Faribault, MN 55021
JENean Mortenson
507-332-7003
jmmclm@localnet.com
Carrol Johnson
507-649-0126
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com
www.bbrp.org

Missouri 
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573-638-2473
steve@birds-i-view.biz
www.missouribluebird.org

Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Tom Anderson
5532 Sandhill Road
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-535-2132
sandhill@midrivers.com
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com

Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@hotmail.com 
www.bbne.org

New Hampshire
NH Bluebird Conspiracy
Bruce Burdett
5 Upper Bay Rd
Sunapee, NH 03782-2330
603-763-5705
blueburd@myfairpoint.net

New Jersey
New Jersey Bluebird Society
Frank V. Budney
173 Carolyn Road
Union, NJ 07083-9424
908-687-2169
908-797-6016 (cell)
dbdown@aol.com
www.njbbs.org
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New York
Bro nx River - Sound Shore Audubon 

Society
Sandy Morrissey
Scarsdale, NY
914-949-2531
www.brssaudubon.org

Mic hael Kudish Natural History Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607-652-9137
princessprism@yahoo.com

NY State Bluebird Society
Jenny Murtaugh
2119 Eastern Parkway
Schenectady, NY 12309
518-322-7460
agilityfastantics@yahoo.com
www.nysbs.org

Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585-589-5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com

Schoharie County Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 West Richmondville Rd
Richmondville NY 12149
518-294-7196
bernerkl@cobleskill.edu

North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Ray Welch
401 Farmbrooke Lane
Winston-Salem, NC 27127-9218
336-764-0226
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org

Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330-466-6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918-806-2489

Ontario 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place

Cambridge , ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519-620-0744
info@billreadsbooks.com
www.oebs.ca

Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
PO Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Harry Schmeider
448 Portman Road
Butler, PA 16002
724-285-1209
harryschmeider@gmail.com
www.thebsp.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc. 
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Bluebird Society
Jim Burke
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29804-5151
803-644-0235
jimburke271@gmail.com
www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Tennessee
Bluebirds Across America
Farrell Roe
95 Hayes Branch Trail
Jackson, TN 38301
731-424-6161
roerockingr@aol.com

Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423-346-3911
amyredmon@hotmail.com

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
PO Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
210-201-5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org

Virginia
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Jill Miller
11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Suite 100
Reston, VA 20190
703-438-6008
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org

Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540-373-4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org

Washington
Cas cadia Bluebird & Purple Martin 

Society
Michael Pietro
3015 Squalicum Pkwy #250
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-738-2153
mmpietro@hinet.org

Puget Sound Bluebird Recovery Project
Susan Ford
PO Box 1351
Poulsbo, WA 98370
susan@pugetsoundbluebird.org
www.pugetsoundbluebird.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
PO Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-876-1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org

Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715-344-0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org

Blu ebird Restoration Assoc of Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
1210 Oakwood Ct
Stoughton, WI 53589
608-873-1703
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org

Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
14953 State Rd. 23
Darlington, WI 53530-9324 
lafayettecountybluebirdsociety@yahoo.com



A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Terry & Vicky Larkin

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100; available only to NABS Affiliates)
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Renew Today!  Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Date _________________
o New Membership    o Renewal    o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________   for:

o 1 Year   o 2 Years   o 3 Years   o 4 Years   Name: __________________________________________
   Household Single Person
Subscribing  o $30  o $20   Address: ________________________________________
Supporting  o $50  o $40
Contributing  o $85  o $75   City: ____________________________________________
Guardian  o $110  o $100
Life   o $500  o $500   State / Province: ______    ZIP: ______________________

Organization  o $50     Phone: __________________________________________
Small Business  o $50
Corporation  o $125     Email: __________________________________________
A+ (for Affiliate members only)  o $15
       Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________
       NOTE: Multiple years are not available for “A+” — this membership type must be renewed annually.

Additional Donation
o $30 o $50 o Other __________

o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa o MasterCard

Card #__________________________________

Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________

Expiry: ________   Signature: ______________________________

Total amount paid/charged to credit card: __________________

We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.
$10.00 of each annual membership is designated for 
subscription to Bluebird, the quarterly journal. The 
remaining portion of payment is a contribution.
Payment must be in U.S. funds.
   Mail to:  NABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844, 

Bloomington IN 47407
An online membership form with payment through 
PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org


