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What has the Bluebird nesting season been like in your area?
Along the east coast I have been getting reports about a slow
start, perhaps due to a very harsh winter? Here in Virginia,
nest building began two to three weeks later than normal. By
this time in mid-June, however, nesting seems to be in full
swing. Hopefully the late start won’t diminish the number
of bluebirds fledged. We would be interested in what you
have experienced. Please consider sending an article to Scott
Gillihan, our Bluebird editor.
I’m sad to report that NABS 2011 will not be in Bozeman,
Montana. The Affiliate there has experienced an unfortunate
downturn in active membership and isn’t able to be our host.
Needless to say we are looking for an enthusiastic Affiliate or
pair of Affiliates who will volunteer to host the 2011 annual
meeting. If your organization is interested in having NABS
come to your area in 2011, please contact me and I will be
happy to follow up. Or if you have any ideas about where you
would like to see the annual meeting, please send me an email.
As we gather momentum and excitement for meeting in
Ontario for NABS 2010 in September, I hope that many of
you have already sent your registration and made your
reservations. If you live in the United States, don’t forget your
passport. Our friends in the Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
have chosen a wonderful venue for the conference and have
lined up an outstanding program of speakers and field trips.
See you in September.
Brian Swanson
NABS Vice President for Affiliate Relations

NABS 2010!

Don’t forget to attend the 32nd annual
NABS conference, this year hosted by the
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society (OEBS).
The conference is September 9–12 at the
Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington, Ontario.
A conference schedule and registration
information can be found in the Spring
2010 issue of Bluebird, on the OEBS website
(www.oebs.ca), or on the NABS website
(www.nabluebirdsociety.org). See you in
Ontario!
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From the President
Jonathan Ridgeway

Greetings of peace.
Soon after I joined the NABS Board I learned about
our Zeleny Endowment Fund, named for our founder,
which had been established nearly a decade earlier
with a $100,000 threshold before its proceeds could
be spent to fund education and research grants. It
was reported at our Board’s February 2007 conference
call that the balance of that Fund was a little over
$65,000. We all believed that exceeding the utilization
threshold quickly was an important objective. We
were not supposed to be in the business of stockpiling
money and we wanted to be able to start putting
that money to use. We made up our minds to do
something about it.
We made such effective improvements to our
business model that by March 2007 the Board was
able to donate $10,000 from our operating budget
into Zeleny. We started earmarking certain revenues
to automatically go into Zeleny and then again by
October 2007 we voted to put another $35,000 in,
enough to surpass the threshold.
Then we were facing the need to set up suitable
ways to put the money where it could best serve
our mission and purposes. I will not go into all the
details except to say that the Grants Committee under
the outstanding leadership of one of NABS past
Presidents, Anne Sturm, has gone way above and
beyond the standard of due diligence in setting up
systems and procedures to solicit, evaluate and award
one cycle of grants after the other, of course with the
overwhelming approval of the Board each time.
So far this year we awarded a total of $9,380 from
the endowment to a graduate student enrolled in
the Evolution, Ecology and Organismal Biology
graduate program at University of California,
Riverside, Priya Balasubramaniam, for a grant
named, “Environmental and Ecological Correlates
of Avian Life History Variation along Elevational
Gradients”; to Scott Rush of the Great Lakes Institute
for Environmental Research in Windsor, Ontario
for a grant called, “Eastern Bluebird Reproductive
Investment: Response to Prescribed Fire in
Southeastern Pine Forest”; and to Nanette Mickle of
Woodbridge, Virginia, in collaboration with Dr. M.
Victoria McDonald, for a grant entitled, “Tracking
Long-distance Songbird Migration (Purple Martins)
Using Geolocators.” In addition, Anne and the Grants
Committee collaborated with our Affiliate, the New
York State Bluebird Society, who selected, evaluated
and awarded $1,300 of NYSBS money to Radford
University Biology Department Associate Professors
Judy Guinan and Jason Davis in Radford, Virginia to
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fund a grant called “Effects of Parasitism by Blowflies
on Stress Levels in Eastern Bluebird Nestlings.”
After all the grants in this cycle were funded
the Board voted to contribute another $15,000 of
operating resources to the endowment so there would
still be plenty of money allocated to that important
purpose. In sum, the balance has grown from $75,000
in April 2007, to $125,000 in 2008 to $136,000 in 2009
to $141,000 now, even after the recent checks were
written.
We would certainly hope that this information would
encourage scientific and academic researchers to look
to NABS as a likely sponsor of significant bluebird
projects or those relating to other cavity nesters and
songbirds, especially with the understanding that we
intend to publish a summary of their findings in our
journal, which has international circulation.
Other notable areas of our progress have to include
the vast improvements in our journal. I would trust
it speaks for itself and we would be receptive to
suggestions of what more we could do to make it
even better. Comments in this regard may be directed
to myself, any of our Board members or right to our
Managing Editor, Scott Gillihan.
Our Nestbox Committee has been working for some
time on more clearly defining the standards which a
satisfactory design ought to meet. The solution is not
as easy as it might seem because certain criteria which
are essential in one region might be superfluous
somewhere else, or even detrimental. The same
applies to nestbox mounting systems and predator
deterrence. These are some of the issues being faced
in these areas. Others are improvements in the
nestbox approval process and concerns about false
claims of unsatisfactory nestboxes having NABS seal
of approval.
Our Speakers Bureau is beginning to make
considerable advances. We used to have a lot more
speakers listed on our website but it was not certain
how much of the list was valid. We have essentially
started rebuilding from zero with names organized by
location and speakers able to be contacted by email.
If you have been a speaker or would like to be one,
please contact the Speakers Bureau Chair, Barbara
Chambers, and she will put your name on the list.
The result of this effort will be to have a much more
reliable and user-friendly listing service for speaker
contacts.
Of course a vital element of the Speakers Bureau is to
have sufficient appropriate resources available for our
2					
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speakers and Affiliates’ speakers, as well as any other
unaffiliated teachers or speakers who might want to
take advantage of them. This all resides in the area of
our Education Committee.
I regret to report that the father of our Education
Chair, Terry Neumyer, passed away recently and
his care for both his parents called for much of his
attention, both before that loss and since. I believe I
speak for the entire birding community as I express
sincere condolences and good wishes to Terry and his
family for the future.
In the meantime, Terry has stepped down as Chair
and will continue to serve on the committee, as much
as his time permits. My immediate predecessor as
President, Bernie Daniel, has accepted the leadership
role on this committee and is eager to advance the
work they have started. Committee member Bet
Zimmerman, a great bluebirding professional and
master of www.sialis.org, has made great strides
in updating our packet of information pages and
presenting them for peer review. It is anticipated
that the new materials will be on our website very
soon, perhaps even between the time of my writing
this message and when it is published. She is also
preparing to continue the efforts on the education
DVD we have been trying to develop. By the way, it
would be especially useful if anyone has some great
quality Mountain Bluebird photographs they care to
contribute for that use.

circumstance came up quite recently.
Not long ago we got some correspondence on
the letterhead of the Ohio Attorney General from
a lawyer who had been appointed as his Special
Counsel, a debt collector who was requesting that
we send him nearly $1,100, which amount he said
was seriously delinquent. I found it interesting that
he said he was asking for the payment because he
followed his request by saying that failure to reply
might result in a judgment lien filed against us; that
they might attach our wages and bank accounts and
a sheriff’s sale of our property could be held along
with foreclosure proceedings. He made all kinds of
other intimidating statements too so when Greg got it
he asked for my help. Even after I wrote to them they
started robo-calling our Board member, Dan Sparks,
on a regular basis until he asked me for relief.

So many people have been calling for that DVD for
what seems like forever. I truly apologize that it has
taken so long but when it is ready, I believe it will
have been well worth the wait. Such delays are a
result of an all-volunteer organization. We may not
be able to achieve some of our objectives as quickly
as paid professionals but I feel that the quality of our
efforts could not easily be surpassed at any price. I
hope our readers agree.

Under color of authority of a State Attorney General,
these people were completely unresponsive to the
fact that we were prepared to pay what we owed
but that we had a fiduciary responsibility to confirm
that the debt was valid. I told the collection manager
that the first time I called him and he hung up on
me. I sent him a letter asking for details about the
debt and the robo-calls began. When I called him
again to ask that he direct the calls to my number
instead of Dan’s because Dan had no responsibility
for such matters and felt he was being harassed, the
collection manager threatened to hang up on me
again. Surprisingly, I was able to keep him on the
phone and before we finished that call he said the
reason we owed all that money: $500 was back taxes
because a certain return was not filed many years ago
and the rest was penalties and interest. He told me
if we sent in the $500 immediately we could appeal
for an abatement of the penalties and interest. They
were ready to get a judgment against us right away if
we were not fast enough and there was nobody else I
could talk to for any further information.

Most of the time people want to know: What have
you done lately? I guess it is old news so I will not
spend many words on it, other than to say our Vice
President for Affiliate Relations, Brian Swanson,
has done a standup job bringing new Affiliates to
our family and serving their needs, and our Vice
President for Community Relations and Chair of
Membership, Sherry Linn, has been exceptional.
I cannot thank either one of them enough for the
good work they do and problems they solve without
placing added demands on my workload. For the
most part, the same goes for our Treasurer and Chair
of our Finance Committee, Greg Beavers, who does so
much for our society and so much to ease my burden.
The reason I say “for the most part” is because
sometimes there are matters that are just outside the
scope of his experience or are beyond what might
be reasonable to ask of any one person. Just such a

Being sufficiently concerned, I called each of the
members of our Executive Committee and got
approval to send them the $500. Then I called Greg
and asked him to go to the bank for a certified check
which he promptly put in the mail. A little while later
he called again to tell me he heard from Dan with
more information. Dan had been able to get in touch
with the right people at the actual Attorney General’s
office and they had a very different story. I cannot
tell you how grateful we are to Dan for his success
in making this right contact. The truth was that there
was a 2004 tax return due and it was not too late to
file it late. I called the number myself; they emailed
me a blank form which I promptly filled out and
emailed back to them. In a few minutes they called
me and told me how much we owed and all I had to
do was call the collection manager one more time to
give him a credit card number to pay less than $100,
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which I did, but there was still the matter of the $500
certified check we had sent him. When I asked him to
mail it back to me he refused because he would not
use an envelope or pay for a stamp. I thanked him
for his courtesy and cooperation when he agreed to
mail it back if I sent him a self addressed stamped
envelope.
There is a reason I shared this story with you and
it was not really to tell you about how tax and debt
collectors behave. It was actually to set the stage to tell
you that NABS does have some tax issues to face and
most of them are really straightforward, especially
for someone who does tax accounting. One of our
problems is that Greg is not a tax accountant and
neither is anyone else on the Board. We dearly need
one, not to work steady as a full time job but simply
to prepare the returns we need to send in periodically.
I guess I write often that we need volunteers,
particularly to join our Board. Usually I tell you what
an enjoyable group of people we have and how well
focused our conference call meetings are so no one
feels like their time is being wasted. I do not usually
tell you what specific skills we need or what tasks or
duties we have for them. This plea is different. We
are looking for someone to prepare our tax returns
for us and other related work. In a best of all possible
worlds we would like someone willing and able to do
our QuickBooks data entry too.
If there is anyone out there in the bluebird community
reading this who has the skills we need or knows
any such person, NABS is seriously looking for a
volunteer willing to join our Board and our Finance
Committee and work with our Treasurer in this
critical area. In fact, if they are only willing to join
the Finance Committee and perform the services,
that would be fine as well. We do not necessarily
need someone who specializes in not for profit

organizations so long as they are reasonably
proficient in that field or readily able to become so.
When I was first asked to join the Board of the New
York State Bluebird Society, I hesitated because I did
not feel confident that I knew enough about birding.
That concept did not bother me at all when I was
asked to be President of NABS because I realized they
needed the leadership and management skills which
I felt I did possess. It is my fervent hope that we
might be able to identify someone who could make an
extraordinary contribution to bluebird conservation
even if they know less about birding than I do.
I do not want to make this request so small that
we miss an opportunity to identify someone who
could provide the help we need. For that reason I
would like to mention the possibility that one of
our readers might own some kind of business and
has employees working for them who do the work
we need. If so, would you be willing to volunteer to
assign them to prepare our returns for us and do our
QuickBooks data entry. I doubt it would represent a
large proportion of their regular workload and the
cost of their time could certainly be documented as a
charitable contribution.
And by the way, one final comment about this person
we are looking for, you do not have to worry about
what to do if the repo-man comes knocking at your
door. Just the way Greg and Dan did and others
before them, you will always be able to refer those
problems up to the President. By now I think I am
getting used to it. In fact after our incorporation status
in Maryland was nullified and had to be reinstated
and we were audited by the IRS, this one was almost
easy.
In closing, I want to once again thank all our
members, our contributors and our volunteers for
doing so much to make our world a better place. Your
generosity every day is an inspiration. Thank you.
Yours in peace,
Jonathan Ridgeway
NABS President

Jonathan and Lynne Ridgeway
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Postscript: Bet Zimmerman had told the NABS
Board she could not come to the Ontario convention
because she and her husband Doug were going
on a camping trip to the remote areas of Maine’s
Baxter State Park, where they would celebrate their
anniversary, September 11. Now she is considering
coming to Ontario because she feels it would be a
great distraction and so wonderful to be surrounded
by bluebirders and others who love the outdoors as
much as they did.
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From the Managing Editor
Scott W. Gillihan

It’s summertime! I imagine many of you are hard at work with your nestboxes. I salute you as you deal with
wasps, ants, black flies, raccoons, snakes, vandals, weather, etc. in your efforts to raise bluebirds and other
cavity nesters. Hard, hard, hard work, but aren’t those cute little rascals worth it?
I had help for this issue from my colleagues at other publications, who kindly
granted permission to reprint articles or greased the wheels so I could get those
articles. My thanks to Jim Cirigliano, Managing Editor at Bird Watcher’s Digest; Pat
Ready, Editor of Wisconsin Bluebird; and Joan Watroba, Editor of Bluebird Trails and
Tales.
I hope you’ll take a moment to read about a new feature we’re starting (page 21),
where readers send in their photos and stories about a unique “bluebird” item —
a road sign, building facade, consumer product — anything with a bluebird name
or theme. But don’t just read about it — snap some photos or fire off an e-mail or
postcard to me. Let’s see how many uses there are for “bluebird”!
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Brian Swanson - First
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From the Speakers Bureau

T

Barbara Chambers, Chair

he web page for our NABS Speakers Bureau
(www.nabluebirdsociety.org/speakers.htm) is
still a work in progress, but things are shaping
up nicely thanks to the great cooperation of our
webmaster, Jim McLochlin.
All the names that used to be on the list were
removed. In April when this article was written we
only had 32 active speakers’ names listed on the web.
We hope there will already be more by the time you
receive this in July. Most of our original speakers still
need to re-up. If you used to be one of those speakers
and you want to be reinstated, please email me
(bj.chambers@cox.net) to let me know you still want
to be a speaker. We apologize for any inconvenience
that may cause but it is the only way we can be sure
our list is viable and accurate.
As before, the names are listed under the state or
province where the speaker lives. If you click on a
speaker’s name their email address will appear. This
will include my contact email as well. There is no
point in clicking on the city because nothing happens
when you do except to see a message that says a page
cannot be found. The city is there so that someone
seeking a speaker can determine if they are located

T

nearby or not. If you need a speaker’s phone number
you will need to contact me for that information.
We will welcome any constructive ideas you might
have to make the speakers list easier to navigate.
Please also consider volunteering some of your time
to work on this excellent educational outreach of
NABS.
The NABS Education Committee is working on
production of a PowerPoint CD or DVD for all our
speakers, and for sale to members and others. It
includes updates to our published base of information
about bluebirds and other cavity nesters as well as
important monitoring recommendations.
As an interim measure until that material is ready to
be released, the NABS Board has made a download
available of a PowerPoint version of the 30 year-old
NABS slide show “Hit the Trail for Bluebirds” and its
associated script, which were prepared by Dick Tuttle
and the first NABS Education Committee. If you have
no presentation program with which to work, this
ought to be a good start for you. Check the website for
this download.

Demise of Bluebird-L

he popular online discussion group Bluebird-L recently became a victim of budget cuts and changing
technologies. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, which administered the list, regretfully pulled the plug in
May. However, some alternatives are available to fill the void for the 400+ members who were subscribed to
Bluebird-L. With the rapid growth of the Internet and the Web, social networking is becoming very popular
and is an excellent way for bluebirders to share information. In addition, sites such as Facebook add the benefit
of providing users the ability to share photographs, events, and other information, much of which are not
supported by e-lists. Here are some of the most recognized alternatives for you to review:
BlueBird-L on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=111295438893211
All of the posted messages, photos, videos, and other features are free and open to the public. However, you
must sign up for a Facebook account if you want to post anything.
Cornell Lab of Ornithology on Facebook:
NestWatch www.facebook.com/pages/Ithaca-NY/NestWatch-Cornell-Lab-of-Ornithology/58880207542
NestCams www.facebook.com/nestcams
CamClickr www.facebook.com/camclickr
Many Bluebird-L members moved over to a newly formed discussion group on Yahoo:
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/BluebirdMonitors/
Bluebird					
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An Extra Set of Wings

I

Diane Allison

have been observing Eastern Bluebirds and
monitoring boxes for 32 years or so now and it
never ceases to amaze me that there is always
something new to learn. The pair this year began nest
building in early April with the warm spell of weather
we experienced. Two years ago I had observed
that a female built her nest entirely of white pine
needles. I have seen this before but always assumed
it was because they didn’t have ready access to grass
clippings. This female selected the pine needles from
my garden over the grass clippings that were present
in the same garden. Now the female this year also
chose the pine needles from my garden for her nest
over and above the available grass clippings. Perhaps
it is the same female but certainly it proves that there
is a preference for pine needles if they are available.
This pair took their time laying the eggs as the cold
spring returned. The nest sat completed and empty
for a longer time than usual. But finally a clutch of
five eggs was being incubated. The male and female
were very experienced, they tolerated no wren within
striking distance and pursued them whenever they
strayed near their side of the garden.
The young hatched and the parents began feeding
normally. When the babies were about five or six days
old, I was outside and heard a male bluebird singing
close by. Both parents seemed somewhat agitated and
gathered with the intruder, there was some posturing,
and soon the spare male moved to the wires in front
of our home and began to sing there while the pair
went back to feeding the young. Two days later, on
a rainy evening after work, I was watching the box
from the window to be sure all was well as I was
accustomed to doing. The female had just fed the
young and the male was on the garden fence. A bird
flew in over our house and down to the nestbox,
entered and fed the young… but wait, that looked like
an awfully bright bird. The female of this pair is very
drab, almost brownish. The bird that had just gone
by appeared bright and as he left the box I thought
that it really looked like a male, but not possible, as
I was looking at the male on the fence. It was getting
a bit dark and it was raining, perhaps the rain made
the female appear more blue, or maybe it was the
darkness setting in???? I decided to continue to watch
as I was certain that bird was not the female but
another male. Sure enough, in a short time both males
were on the fence with food and each entered the box
and fed the young along with the female. This was
Summer 2010					

the first nesting of the season and this was a full adult
male, a very unusual occurrence I thought.
In my years of watching bluebirds I had never
experienced this. I had seen young of the year help
with a second brood, I had seen females that lost their
mate during their clutch attract another to help finish
raising the young, but I had never seen two adult
males assisting a female. This male continued to assist
until the young fledged and seemed to be helping
after fledging as well. There was never any aggression
between any of the three. Sometimes I would see
one of the males try to give the female the food item,
but I don’t know which male it was. I also witnessed
posturing by the extra male when he first showed up.
He would drop his head and flare his tail, but he only
did this a couple of times when he first appeared.
I had just read the Spring 2010 issue of Bluebird
and remembered reading about helpers in Western
Bluebirds. I immediately went for that issue and reread the article. I emailed Elise D. Ferree, PhD, one
of the authors from Cornell University. Apparently
there is no documentation of this behavior in Eastern
Bluebirds. Their work with Western Bluebirds showed
that it was usually a son from the previous year who
didn’t find a mate that engaged in the rearing of the
hatchlings with his parents. Perhaps this was the case
with my threesome. I wanted to get this information
into a permanent record somewhere. Since I am a
long time member of NABS I decided to write up my
observation in the hopes that it would be available to
anyone that searched the literature in the future.
Diane Allison’s father
got her started in birding
as a child. She has been
working with bluebirds
for more than 30 years.
She has been on the
NABS speakers bureau
since 1989 and has built
more than 2000 nestboxes
with kids and adults as
part of her presentations.
She lives in Tinicum
Township in Bucks
County Pennsylvania
and works in Microbiology for Johnson and Johnson. She
currently serves as the Vice President of the Tinicum
Conservancy — their local land trust.
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An Avian Timeshare

D

Ray and Joan Glabach

uring the late fall and winter of 2000, we had
an unusually large number of both Redbreasted and White-breasted Nuthatches
visiting our backyard feeders. We have always had
the occasional nuthatch show up at a suet cage or
the peanut feeder, but in 2000 we had a bumper
crop indeed. These tiny birds would dart in quickly
to a vacant feeder to grab a morsel and then retreat
to a nearby branch before the Northern Flicker
“owner” of that feeder discovered the intruder
and chased it away. As the winter wore on, our
nuthatch population remained, and we began
speculating about the possibility of their nesting in
our yard come spring. We had never had a brood
of baby nuthatches, and our trees do not provide
any nesting cavities in spite of all the flickers in the
neighborhood.
Over the years we have had a variety of commercially
made and homemade birdhouses that have met with
limited success. A chickadee family or some House
Wrens may have used a house one time, but for the
most part our birdhouses have spent a lot of time
being vacant. We decided that if we were to have
any chance of attracting a nesting pair of nuthatches
to our yard, we would have to provide them with
a truly irresistable abode built exactly to their
specifications.
Joan dug around in her large selection of bird books
and found one that claimed to know exactly what
every species of cavity nester desires in a birdhouse.
“If you build it, they will come.” We were undeterred
by the fact that we had consulted this very book to
build a flicker box years ago — a flicker box that
had never housed a single flicker but was greatly
appreciated by numerous fox squirrels.
The book said that to be attractive to nuthatches,
the outside of a birdhouse needs to be covered with
natural bark and should have a 1¼-inch entrance
hole with no perch and a 6-inch-deep cavity inside
below the hole. Having recently removed some
large limbs from a green ash tree, Ray decided that
the ideal nuthatch birdhouse should be made from
a section of one. So he sorted through the woodpile
and came up with a log about 12 inches long and 6
inches in diameter that had all its bark intact. Best
of all, it was knot free, which would make for easier
carving. Little did Ray know of the task ahead.
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First, he cut a 2-inch slice off one end of the log. This
he dished out about ¾ of an inch to serve as a rest for
the nest. It would also serve as a removable bottom
to permit annual cleaning by the nuthatchs’ cleaning
service. The major carving task was hollowing
out the large section to within about 1 inch of the
opposite end. This was finally accomplished after
several hours’ work using nearly every power and
hand woodworking tool Ray owned, plus a few
choice words. How in the world do birds do it with
just a bill? Finally, he drilled the 1¼-inch entrance
hole in the side near the top and reattached the
bottom with three deck screws.
On a warm day in early
March, we hung The Log,
as it was now known, under
the overhang of the front
porch outside Ray’s study
window. As instructed
by the book, we hung it
with the opening facing
east. We added a little
sawdust through the hole
as a housewarming gift. In
ignorant bliss, we sat back
watching and waiting for
Mr. and Mrs. Nuthatch to
move in. We waited. We
saw and heard nuthatches
in the trees in the front yard
every day. They flew past
Spring tenants: Blackthe porch. They continued to
capped Chickadees
visit our backyard feeders.
In the seven years that
The Log has hung on the front porch, however, to
our knowledge not one nuthatch — red-breasted
or white-breasted — has even looked at it, let alone
moved in.
The Log has not gone unused, however! In early
April of that first year, we noticed Black-capped
Chickadees in the Virginia creeper vine that climbs
up the porch near The Log. After they mustered their
courage for a few days, the chickadees would sit on
The Log for a few moments, and finally one ventured
into the hole. The first chickadee came back out and
the other went inside. Soon, both were inside. Let the
nest building begin!
Every spring since, a brand new brood of chickadees
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has hatched in The Log. We suspect either the
same chickadees nest there every year, or birds that
hatched there return to raise a brood of their own.
We don’t think it is random new birds every year,
because sometimes there will be no chickadees in
the yard for quite some time and then suddenly
we see some at The Log. It’s as if they know their
destination. The annual routine is always the same.
In late winter we notice chickadee activity near or at
The Log — the annual house hunting has begun.
Early April is nest-building season. The construction
is nearly identical every year. Ray knows, because he
provides their cleaning service. First they lay a layer
of small twigs on the floor. Then they cover that with
about a ¾-inch packed layer of dried “caterpillar”
blossoms from aspen and cottonwood trees. Finally,
they place about ½
inch of packed, fine
hair on top and form
the whole thing into a
cup shape. At first we
were confused by the
source of all the hair.
Finally we realized
the chickadees were
raiding the numerous
fox squirrel nests
high in our elms and
cottonwoods and lining
their nest with stolen
squirrel hair!
Both chickadees
participate in the
Winter tenant: Downy
building phase. In
Woodpecker
the early stages they
alternate coming and
going with a bill-full of material. As the construction
nears completion, the female often remains inside
and the male brings material for a bill-to-bill transfer
at the hole.
As the female stays inside laying eggs and tending
to them, the male chickadee spends much of his day
flying back and forth bringing food. Once the eggs
have hatched, both parents fly back and forth, dawn
to dusk, bringing food to the hatchlings. Small insects
and grubs seem to be their favorite food.
Just before Memorial Day, fledging day occurs. We
can always tell when it is close because suddenly the
parents’ feeding activity is greatly reduced and they
sit near The Log loudly singing chick-a-dee-dee-dee
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repeatedly. We believe that is loosely translated as
“Get out of there! We are sick and tired of feeding
you!” A couple of times we have been lucky enough
to observe the magic moment of first flight. They
turn to the right and fly low over the lawn, usually
landing in the grass about 20 feet from the nest. Once
the fledglings leave The Log, neither they nor their
parents return there to spend a night or seek shelter
from a storm. Ray eventually gets around to cleaning
out The Log and getting it ready for the next spring.
Except....
One January day a couple of years ago, we noticed
a female Downy Woodpecker clinging to the side of
The Log. A few days later we noticed her there again.
We assumed she was on a house-hunting trip looking
for a site for spring nesting, just as we had observed
the chickadees do every year. Soon we learned that
the downy had a different objective. Several times
we observed her arrive at The Log about a half-hour
before sundown and enter the hole to spend the
night. Apparently the fur-lined chickadee nest was
just the thing to keep a downy warm on those cold
winter nights.
Soon the downy’s evening arrival and morning
departure became daily events. Then around April 1,
the chickadees arrived on their house-hunting trip.
A few days later the chickadees were building their
nest in The Log during the day and the downy was
sleeping in it at night! To all appearances neither
species knew that they were in a time-share situation
rather than having full ownership.
One day in April, Ray was in the study about a halfhour before sundown watching The Log. We had
been observing the chickadees off and on all day and
realized that egg-laying time had arrived. We knew
the female was in The Log. As Ray watched, the
second chickadee arrived, and it too entered The Log.
Clearly they intended to spend the night. Then, right
on schedule, the downy arrived and clung to the bark
just below the hole. She stuck her head into the hole
and pulled it out several times. Each time she would
turn her head to the left or right as if wondering
if she was at the right address. There were two
chickadees in her bed! After about a half-dozen looks,
the downy sidestepped all the way around the log
as if looking for another hole. Once at the hole again,
she looked in one more time and then flew away.
Less than five minutes later she flew back to the hole,
looked in once more, and left. The next day, at her
usual time, the downy arrived once again. She looked
into the hole one final time and left. That was the last
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we saw of the downy at The Log until the next winter.
Sometime this December, the downy started arriving
at The Log again. Each day is the same. She flies in
from the east about a half-hour before sunset and
goes directly to the hole. Often she does not even stop
before entering, but will simply fold her wings at the
last instant and go through the hole like a feathered
bullet.
In the morning she gets up about an hour after
sunrise (clearly not an early riser) and goes through
her morning routine. First she peeks shyly out the
hole a few times, showing only her bill and one
eyeball. Then after several minutes the whole face
appears. Next the head sticks out and looks around.
Finally the entire bird emerges and climbs up to sit
on top of The Log. A short hop to a vine branch to
poop, and then she’s off to start her day. Many days
we see no more of the downy until she comes back
home in the evening. This has been a daily routine for
more than three months now. Joan has kept a record
of her arrival times many evenings. The arrival time
each evening is always within a few minutes of the
previous day’s arrival, gradually becoming later as the
days grow longer.
Three days ago the chickadees showed up. We have
both watched carefully to see what the downy’s
reaction will be this year. The first day that the
chickadees were here this year, they did not enter the
hole, but just clung to the bark. We believe the downy
knew that they had been there, because that evening
the downy arrived at her usual time but instead of
immediately entering, she clung below the hole for
about a full minute without even looking in. She then
sidestepped all the way around The Log, just as she
had that crucial day the year before. Upon arriving
back at the hole, she entered and spent the night,
probably having nightmares about chickadees.

We’re rooting for the downy and wish she would
consider raising a brood in The Log this year. There is
a brand-new mahogany birdhouse outside our dining
room that the chickadees can use. We see a male
downy from time to time at our feeders, but we have
never seen him at The Log. So the avian soap opera
continues.
Ray and Joan Glabach live in northern Colorado. They have
traveled widely, from the upper Amazon to Greenland.
They now do much of their birding from their home on the
shore of a large lake.

This article originally appeared in a slightly different
form in Bird Watcher’s Digest. It is reprinted here with
permission.

For the past two days the chickadees have come to
The Log several times each day. They have entered
the hole, but we have not observed any nest-building
activity yet. Both days the downy has arrived on
schedule, clung to The Log for just a few seconds, and
then entered to spend the night.
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State of the Birds Report 2010

T

he U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and a number of the nation’s leading conservation organizations released
their annual report card on birds. Last year’s report showed that nearly a third of the nation’s 800 bird
species are endangered, threatened, or in significant decline. Those declines are due to a number of factors,
mostly related to habitat loss. This year’s report focuses on the potential impact of a changing climate on
America’s birds.
Should current climate-change models prove to be accurate, the groups most affected would be oceandependent species and Hawaiian birds. The news is better for cavity-nesting birds, which (obviously) inhabit
forests. Eastern forests will probably shift northward, and
western forests will shift to higher elevations. Additional
changes could involve the frequency and intensity of
fires, insect outbreaks, and disease outbreaks. Although
these changes will alter forest communities, most forest
bird species will be little affected — their widespread
distributions and comparatively high reproductive rates
should allow them to persevere.
The one group of forest-dwelling cavity-nesters most
at risk is the long-distant, aerial inscectivores. This
includes Purple Martins and swallows. These species
may encounter difficulties due to changes in the timing of
availability of flying insects.
The full report is available at www.stateofthebirds.org
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They Fledged. Now What?

W

Jim Beix

hen songbirds fledge they eventually
have to learn to survive on their own. No
longer protected in a hidden nest, they
are vulnerable to predators and starvation. Little is
known about passerine fledglings and juvenile life
history because they are difficult to find once they
leave the nest. Some researchers are beginning to use
electronic monitors on nestlings ready to fledge.

In some species, only 50% of songbird fledglings
reach juvenile development wherein they can fly well
and fend for their own food needs.
Eastern Bluebirds, like other cavity nesters, have
a longer nesting period than open-cup nesting
passerines. Fledging 16–18 days after hatching
allows extra days of development promoting greater
physical condition. If ample food is provided the
nestlings, this energy provides for tissue maturation
and activity to develop flight muscles. Cavity nesters
fly fairly well on fledging. Each day longer in the nest
is a bonus for growth and development.
When fledging, the Eastern Bluebirds launch
themselves from the nesting cavity/box and attempt
to reach a perch, 15–30 meters away. Some maiden
flights are unusually impressive, several hundred
meters. Less strong birds may struggle to get to a
perch. The bluebirds then try to make it to cover
(wooded area) where they can better avoid predation

and be fed by the parents. The fledglings tend to
stay together and roost in a group at night. Birds
unfortunate enough to land on the ground try to
make their way to cover and join up. A healthy, strong
fledgling can regain altitude after landing on the
ground and make it to a shrub or tree. Cats, raccoons,
and aerial predators continue to be a threat.
Both parents feed the fledglings until about 10–14
days later when the female parent starts to build a
new nest. The male continues to feed the fledglings
and teaches them to forage. The male helps feed the
new hatch of the next clutch also. The fledglings
remain hidden in trees, not moving around much.
As flight skills develop the fledglings learn how to
drop from a perch to catch insects/larva at or near
ground level. Fly-catching and foliage gleaning are
other feeding techniques learned. Three weeks after
fledging the young bluebirds are beginning to find
their own food. They stop begging for food and begin
self-feeding and foraging. Living independently
they are now called juveniles, 5 weeks post-fledging.
Some of the young bluebirds disperse once they can
care for themselves. They find new territory and no
longer stay near siblings. They will be seen in the Fall,
flocking with other Eastern Bluebirds.
Several reports have stated that juvenile Eastern
Bluebirds may stay around the new nest and help
feed the next brood. This is uncommon.

Dave Kinneer

Benedict Pinkowski at Wayne State
University, doing a 10-year study on
Eastern Bluebird survival, found 82%
live from fledgling to independence;
33% survive from independence to the
next breeding season. Migration takes
a large toll on young birds.

Bluebird					

Jon Plissner studied 1,121 Eastern
Bluebird fledglings in South Carolina
for four years, 1987–1990, and found
70% of birds fledged survived 20 days.
The percentage of young surviving
declined with the size of the broods,
with 80% of single fledglings making
it to independence. Less than 60%
of broods with six birds survived.
Presumably the smaller brood means
less competition in the nest, more
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feeding and greater development for the nestling.
He found the fledglings peered out of the cavity/box
hole some time before fledging, maybe identifying a
destination. Hedgerows and woodlots were the best
cover for fledgling survival.
One wonders about the advisability of having a bush
or shrub a short distance from the nest box hole for
the young birds to land on. Nearby bushes and brush
can attract wrens, which can jeopardize the whole
brood. A desired perch in tree or shrub should be at
least 100 feet away from the nestbox.

allow for a well-nourished brood that can stay in
the nest 16–18 days, we can hope that the bluebird
parents can provide for the continued development
of their fledglings toward independence and juvenile
status.

When building our bluebird trails, one can direct the
nestbox hole toward a favorable, fairly distant perch
site and away from barren fields, a nearby road, or
water. The trail monitor should take care in opening
the box after day 12 as it could cause premature
fledging.

Jim Beix is a member of
the Bluebird Restoration
Association of Wisconsin
(BRAW); he is their Pierce
County Coordinator. He lives
in River Falls, WI. A retired
physician, he began putting
up nest boxes in 1986 when
BRAW was started. Jim also
serves on the board of the
St. Croix Valley Bird Club in
western Wisconsin.

In Eastern Bluebird conservation, choosing good
habitat for a nest box is a prime consideration. If
weather, food availability, and avoiding predation

This article originally appeared in a slightly different form
in the Spring 2010 issue of Wisconsin Bluebird. It is
reprinted here with permission.

I

Second Breeding Season for Some Birds

t is generally thought that most migratory North American songbirds nest in temperate North America, then start
migrating to the Neotropics in the late summer and early autumn bound for the Caribbean, southern Mexico, Central
America, or parts of South America for the winter. In the spring these species turn around and return to where they
nested, either by retracing their same route, or sometimes by following a different path.
Although the distance of these migrations can be challenging, and the dangers posed by inclement weather,
predators, and the loss of suitable stopover habitat may seem daunting, at least the timing of the annual cycle sounds
straightforward. However, for some songbird species this cycle may be far more complex than traditionally thought.
Biologists studying songbirds stopping in western Mexico during southward migration found that for some species there
is actually a “second breeding season” occurring during that migration. Amazingly, researchers have discovered that at
least five species—Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Orchard Oriole, Hooded Oriole, Yellow-breasted Chat, and Cassin’s Vireo—
regularly engage in a second breeding season during their stopover in the lowland thorn forests of coastal Sinaloa and Baja
California Sur before reaching their western Mexico wintering destination. This second nesting occurs during the local
monsoon season, which lasts from June through August.
The discovery of this surprising dual breeding season may reveal a flexibility in the lives of these birds that was
previously unknown. This discovery underscores the fact that future conservation plans may need to consider additional
new factors when being established. How many more North American species engage in these complicated breeding
systems? How many “migration stopover sites” may also prove to be “vital breeding sites”?
These findings appeared in the Proceedings Of The National Academy Of Sciences (http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_
releases/2009-10/uow-fef102109.php). This article originally appeared in the Birding Community E-Bulletin (www.
refugeassociation.org/birding/birding5.html), and is reprinted here with permission.
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Henry Ford: The Man Behind the Binoculars

H

Scott W. Gillihan and Brenda M. Martin

enry Ford is most commonly recognized as
the American industrialist who introduced
the assembly line to modern manufacturing.
However, very few people know him as the
avocational birder who walked the woodlands
surrounding his vast Michigan estate, or his winter
residence in Georgia, seeking both the common and
rare species that fascinated him.
Ford’s connection to the natural world was forged
early in life. He was raised on a farm in the country,
where his father taught him the names of trees,
flowers, and birds. Ford described his earliest
memory as a walk in the woods with his father and
brother when his father showed them a bird’s nest
containing eggs. These early experiences created a
love of nature that he embraced for the rest of his life.
However, his love of country life did not extend to a
love of farming. Despite his father’s wishes that he
take over the family farm, Ford moved to Detroit to
work as a machinist. In subsequent years, he became
an engineer, working on steam engines and then
gasoline engines. In 1896 he built his first gasolinepowered vehicle. His success as an engineer did not
translate to success as a manufacturer, though, at least
not initially, as several nascent car companies failed.

of work on electric lights, the phonograph, and
motion pictures. Firestone founded the famous tire
and rubber company that bears his name, a company
that was already highly successful in the early 20th
century. Burroughs was a philosopher and essayist
who wrote about the natural world; he was the most
popular writer of that genre during his lifetime.
Although their camping trips included a support staff
of cooks and others, the famous campers still roughed
it. They hiked, fished, swam in icy lakes, chopped
firewood, and slept in canvas tents. And Burroughs
and Ford watched birds.
Ford’s rural background and fondness for the natural
world endeared him to an American citizenry that
was itself still largely agrarian, either in actuality
or, in the case of the newest city dwellers, at least
in spirit. That ability of Americans to relate to Ford
helped to elevate him in the eyes of average citizens,
and solidify his status as an American icon.
Ford’s love of the natural world, and birds in
particular, expressed itself in many ways. He
purchased a 223-foot, twin-masted yacht for pleasure
cruises on Lake Michigan. The yacht was named
Sialia — the genus for bluebird. There are conflicting

Undeterred, and with significant financial backing,
Ford formed the Ford Motor Company. The company
made the unusual move of offering high wages,
which in turn attracted the best and brightest
mechanics and engineers. They developed the Model
T, an inexpensive car that was easy to drive and
inexpensive to repair. The Model A followed some
years later. Both cars were wildly successful, and
made Henry Ford a very wealthy man.
The life of the successful tycoon was filled with long
days, and the rigors of the business world took their
toll. But Ford found an escape in the natural world.
He often left his factory for long walks or drives in the
countryside, often with binoculars in hand to spy on
the birds he loved.
When business pressures were too great, Ford went
camping with friends. But these weren’t casual
acquaintances or underlings in his company. He
went camping with titans: Thomas Edison, Harvey
Firestone, and John Burroughs, among others. Edison,
of course, was already famous for his prolific body
Bluebird					

Camping buddies Thomas Edison, John Burroughs,
and Henry Ford, at Edison’s winter home in Ft. Myers,
Florida, about 1914. Library of Congress
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stories about whether Ford
named it, or it had that name
when he purchased it. (If the
latter, one wonders if the name
influenced his decision to buy.)
In any event, he sold the yacht
to the military for use in World
War I. It saw very limited
service, and was eventually
sold back to Ford. He renamed
it the Yankee Clipper.

Ford probably would have
been horrified to learn
that some of his efforts to
enhance the natural world
of his estate were actually
counterproductive. He forbade
his grounds crew to remove
hollow logs — he wanted
them available as homes for
Ford’s yacht Sialia.
raccoons. He loved raccoons
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
so much that he fed them table
scraps from his porch. One staff member noted that,
Beyond personal interest, Ford used his profile and
“They were all that tame — they’d come right up
influence to benefit birds. He served on the board
and take it from his hand.” Those well-fed raccoons
of the Michigan Audubon Society, and from that
probably produced many generations; one wonders
post he pushed for passage of the Weeks-McLean
how many nestboxes they raided over the years.
Act, which placed restrictions on the hunting of
migratory birds and the importation of bird feathers
Ford committed one other, almost unforgivable, sin
for fashion. Later, he promoted the Act’s replacement, against nature: He imported some 500 birds from
the 1918 Migratory Bird Treaty Act, which became the Europe and released them on his property. By his
cornerstone of bird protection in North America.
account, they included “yellow-hammers, chaffinches,
green finches, red pales, twites, bullfinches, jays,
Ford’s financial success allowed him to build an
linnets, larks.” Fortunately, they did not find the
impressive 31,000 square-foot estate, called Fair
Michigan countryside to their liking, and they
Lane. Situated on the banks of the Rouge River
disappeared in short order. If even one species had
near Dearborn, Michigan, the estate was just two
established a breeding population, it could have had
miles from where he was born. With 1,300 acres of
disastrous ecological consequences. For his part, Ford
woods, meadows, and wetlands, Ford had himself
seemed to have learned his lesson, saying, “They
a bird-lover’s paradise. While prominent architects
stayed around a while, but where they are now I
and designers of the day worked on the house and
do not know. I shall not import any more. Birds are
gardens, Ford enlisted friend John Burroughs to
entitled to live where they want to live.”
help him with plans for the natural areas. Ford was
especially keen on providing a home for birds. He
Aside from those two errors in stewardship, Ford
installed dozens of feeding stations, dozens of bird
performed well as a land manager. The evidence can
baths and other water features (including one with
be found at the estate today: birds and other wildlife
electric heat, to provide open water all winter),
abound, and the Rouge River Bird Observatory
and about 500 nestboxes. In Ford’s words, “We call
occupies part of the property.
them our bird hotels, and one of them, the Hotel
Pontchartrain — a martin house — has seventy-six
Henry Ford was known as many things — an
apartments.” Ford and his wife Clara often relaxed
innovator, an entrepreneur, a collector of Americana,
on their sun porch with binoculars and telescopes,
and a legend. But given all the time, energy, and
watching the birds on the river and in the woods
money he devoted to it, and all the returns on his
surrounding their home.
investment that no doubt fed his soul, we should add
one more item to the list of great accomplishments of
The estate staff learned about their boss’s protective
his life: bird-lover.
feelings toward birds, too. Ford instructed them to
Scott Gillihan is managing editor of Bluebird. Dr. Brenda
leave the strawberries in the gardens for the birds
Martin is a cultural anthropologist with a lifelong
to enjoy. Once, workers covered some cherry trees
fascination with the stories of people’s lives. She does
with mesh to protect the ripening fruits from birds.
consulting work on Native American issues from her home
Ford happened by, and found two robins tangled in
in northern New Mexico, which she shares with two indoor
the mesh. He freed the birds, tore down the mesh,
cats and her husband (who is also her co-author on this
and scolded his staff, saying “Don’t put that back no
article).
matter who wants it back on there. There’s plenty of
cherries for the birds and us, too.”
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Living Inside a Tree Swallow Grid
Paula Ziebarth

A

s a young girl, one of the first horror movies
I saw was Alfred Hitchcock’s “The Birds.” I
love this movie still and it brings back many
fond childhood memories whenever I see it. We have
a vacation home on South Bass Island on Lake Erie
and the bird populations there are different from
those I see at our home in central Ohio. The first
nesting season on the island found me installing nest
boxes around the yard and sort of unintentionally
installing a Tree Swallow grid on our lot. The lot is
mostly open, with a view of the lake across the street;
the back yard borders the airport and is very open
as well. We built the house with the living area on
the second floor and windows abound so the view is
fantastic from a birder’s perspective.

and nestboxes in the back yard, I am smack dab in
the middle of it all. Every box had two to four Tree
Swallows on it or flying around it and about 50 more
flew overhead circling the area, vying for a spot, and
eating whatever insects they found up there I’m sure.
Alfred Hitchcock would have been proud.

The only way to the island is by boat, ferry, or
airplane. Last spring, friends leaving the ferry dock
commented about seeing a large group of birds
circling over our house. The ferry docks almost a
mile from our house so this gives you an idea of
the spectacle that exists in our yard during nesting
season.

Interesting interactions I observed this weekend were
a European Starling landing to enter a horizontal
gourd on the front rig and a Tree Swallow drove him
off. A female Brown-headed Cowbird landed in the
gravel next to a Tree Swallow box and the resident
pair pounced on her, accompanied by their raucous
warning call. House Sparrows are easy to catch in
the boxes here because the Tree Swallows alert me
immediately that there is an
avian interloper by changing
their call from their happy
twitter/chortle to a raucous
guttural alert call. If the House
Sparrow hopes to maintain
his footing in a box, he likes
to plant himself in there and
look out, but is reluctant to
abandon his real estate as the
Tree Swallows swoop and dive
in front of it, trying to make
him leave. This is the time
for the “Paula sneak” and I
simply make a circuitous route
around the box, pretending not
to notice Mr. House Sparrow while he watches me
intently (while in his view). I then sneak up on him
from behind, smack my hand over the hole, and he is
mine. I had observed a male House Sparrow checking
out five different boxes and after I caught this one,
there were no more the next day.

Paula Ziebarth

Tree Swallow grids installed
in central Ohio adhere to more
stringent standards than the
ones found in our yard on
South Bass. Scientific studies
indicate that Tree Swallows
nest comfortably no closer
than 22 yards apart and the
standard set-up in central Ohio
is 25-yard nestbox spacing.
In central Ohio, we almost
always have a resident pair
of Eastern Bluebirds in a
grid, but there are no nesting
Eastern Bluebirds on South
Bass Island, to my knowledge, to
date.

On the first weekend in April, we stayed at our home
on South Bass Island. On the previous weekend, I
had “planted” the nest boxes in anticipation of the
Tree Swallows’ return, and this weekend they were
back with a vengeance. This year, there are 14 houses
in the Tree Swallow grid: 11 bird houses in my yard,
two in my neighbor’s, and a really big blue house
that I sit in while sipping my morning coffee and
watching the show. With nestboxes in the front yard
Bluebird					

I also saw a lone male Purple Martin on the back
rig on April 3rd. This is a little early for them here
in northern Ohio. While perched inside my big blue
house, observations with Purple Martin housing are
that European Starlings definitely have an affinity for
the horizontal gourds. House Sparrows tend to leave
the gourds alone, but are very attracted to standard
aluminum rectangular compartments.

While living inside “the grid”, I can actually start
the day knowing what is going on out there without
even looking. When I wake up, I listen for the happy
twitter/chortle of the Tree Swallows and know
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The spectacle of circling, swooping Tree
Swallows around our house will soon be
expanded with the return of the Purple
Martins that fill our two Purple Martin rigs.
They will swoop and circle a bit higher,
feeding on flying insects in the higher realms
while their smaller cousins eat insects in the
lower strata. I expect some visitors at the ferry
dock will be pointing and wondering.

Paula Ziebarth

everything is fine. I hear the distinct “CHEEP”
of the House Sparrow and know I have to set
a trap or two before I brew the coffee. I hear
the Tree Swallow alarm call and wonder if the
neighbors would laugh if they saw me doing
the “Paula sneak” in my bathrobe. Spring is
finally here!

Paula Ziebarth is the Delaware County Coordinator
for the Ohio Bluebird Society. She monitors a
number of Eastern Bluebird and Tree Swallow trails
in central Ohio. On summer weekends, you will
find her on South Bass Island on Lake Erie enjoying
the Purple Martins and Tree Swallows there.

Tri-National Plan to Conserve Birds

M

ore than 200 of the nearly 900 landbird species in North America cross international boundaries at some
point during their annual migrations. More than 80% of the individual birds in North America belong
to these 200+ species. This creates a heavy responsibility, and a complex situation, for the folks who are
responsible for the conservation of these birds, as attempts to coordinate efforts
in multiple countries are hampered by differing goals, languages, laws, etc.
Fortunately, the outlook for North American bird conservation has just
improved considerably. Representatives from Canada, Mexico, and the U.S.
worked to produce this information-dense report, which spells out concrete
steps for collaboration. The six primary actions recommended in the plan:
• Protect and recover species at greatest risk.
• Conserve habitats and ecosystem functions.
• Reduce bird mortality.
• Expand our knowledge base for conservation.
• Engage people in conservation action.
• Increase the power of international partnerships.
In addition to pulling together an impressive amount of important information,
the Partners in Flight folks are to be commended for staying away from a
dry, dull document with pages and pages of boring text. Instead, each page is
bursting with colorful photos of birds, habitats, maps, and other graphics. This
report is beautiful to look at, and packed with information valuable to anyone
who cares about birds. Available for download at www.savingoursharedbirds.org
Summer 2010					
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Using Monofilament Fishing Line
to Deter House Sparrows
Joan Watroba

M

any people have been experimenting with
this method with very good results. I have
been using it with much success on my
bluebird trails for the past six years. It was originally
used on a 12-nestbox trail that had many House
Sparrows attempting to use the nestboxes. After I
installed the line, swallows, Tufted Titmice, Blackcapped Chickadees, and House Wrens adapted to
it with ease and successfully fledged their young. I
have used it on a variety of nestbox styles, but always
install it in the same configuration.
Why this Method May Work
Bluebirds and many other native cavity-nesting birds
are insect eaters, and they have keen eyesight. Since
House Sparrows are mostly seed eaters, their eyesight
may be poorer and they may not be able to see the
line — they become spooked if they hit it, which
may cause them to avoid the box. The few times that
House Sparrows have built a nest in a nestbox with
the line installed, they did not try to re-nest after
the initial removal of their nests and eggs, so this
method may be effective in reducing repeated nesting
attempts.

Installation Tips
•

 se 6 lb. test clear or lightly tinted
U
monofilament fishing line.

Front
View
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•
•
•

B
 est to install the line before the House
Sparrows start using the nestbox and become
bonded to it.
 eplace the line when it gets brittle, and
R
discard the used line in your trash — never
leave it in the field, as it can entangle wildlife.
T
 he line should protrude in front of the
nestbox at an angle, so that from the side view,
there is a space of at least 2 inches between the
line and the front of the nestbox.

Instructions

1. P
 lace two screws or screw eyes on the front
of the nestbox roof and two on the bottom
front of the nestbox spaced about 1¾ inches
apart. (The goal is to have the line run as close
as possible to the sides of the entrance hole
without actually covering the hole.)
2. T
 ie the line to the top left screw or screw eye,
then bring it down and wind it around the
lower left screw, then wind around the lower
right screw, then bring it up to the top right
screw and leave about ½ inch of line that can
be wound around and fastened tightly to the
top right screw.
3. T
 o monitor top- or front-opening boxes,
reverse the installation instructions and then
re-install the line after checking the box. For

Entrance
Hole
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side-opening nesboxes, there is no need to
remove the line to monitor the box.
4. Check the line during each trail visit to make
sure that it is secured tightly and properly.
NOTE: If House Sparrows are persistent and continue
to enter the box after you install the monofilament
line, you should utilize a more aggressive approach,
such as trapping and eliminating them. The House
Sparrow is a non-native species which is not protected
under the Federal Migratory
Bird Act. Another option is to
reduce the size of the entrance
hole by installing a holerestricter plate. It is best to
install a metal restrictor on the
inside of the nestbox so that it
does not change the exterior
appearance of the entrance
hole. Even though these
smaller entrance holes will

also restrict bluebirds from using the box, you will be
providing a nesting cavity for another native species.
A 1⅛ inch hole will allow Black-capped Chickadees or
Prothonotary Warblers and a 1¼ inch hole will allow
House Wrens, Tufted Titmice, and White-breasted
Nuthatches. A final option is to remove the nestbox
and relocate it to more suitable habitat.
Joan Watroba has spent 15 years establishing and
monitoring bluebird trails in Pennsylvania, where
she is the former President of the Bluebird Society of
Pennsylvania (BSP) and currently serves as BSP County
Coordinator for Cumberland County and as Editor of the
BSP Newsletter, Bluebird Trails and Tales.
This article originally appeared in a slightly different form
in Bluebird Trails and Tales. It is reprinted here with
permission.

Hole Reducer

From the Editor: Know your cavity nesters! The non-native House Sparrow on the left is a potential menace to bluebirds
and is not protected by the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act or the Canadian Migratory Birds Convention Act.
The native Black-capped Chickadee on the right is protected and is a welcome addition to any backyard.
Sparrow photo: Adam Kumiszcza via www.Wikimedia.com
Chickadee photo: Alan & Elaine Wilson via www.NaturesPicsOnline.com
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Remembering Doug Zimmerman

t is with great sadness that we heard the news
of Doug Zimmerman’s passing on June 8th.
Just 52 years old, Doug was the husband of Bet
Zimmerman, well known for her extraordinary
bluebird website (www.sialis.org) as well as for her
service to NABS as a board member and her regular
contributions to Bluebird. Some of you may have met
Doug at the NABS conference in Pennsylvania, or one
of the other many NABS meetings that he attended.
From the family:
Doug was born happy in Beverly, Massachusetts
on July 26, 1957. He graduated from Penney High
School in East Hartford, Connecticut in 1975 and from
Eastern Connecticut State University in 1980 with a
degree in Environmental Earth Science. His career in
public service spanned 27 years with the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection. Doug
started at DEP as an intern, then became a hazardous
waste inspector, and ultimately his hard work and
technical skills were rewarded by promotion to
Supervising Environmental Analyst. In college, he
was co-President of the Outing Club, and later he
volunteered for eight years with the Woodstock
Historical Society as Vice President and Program
Chair.

Doug is survived by his wife Bet, his parents Larry
Edwin and Joan Lorraine (Fraser) Zimmerman of
Amston CT, sister Julie Miller and brother-in-law
Charles of Leander TX, brother Glen Zimmerman and
sister-in-law Therese of Hooksett NH, his mother-inlaw Kay, brother-in-law John and sister-in-law Tina
Gallagher, and countless other wonderful friends,
colleagues, and family members.
In lieu of flowers, Doug’s life can be honored with a
memorial donation to these organizations:
Founders of Environmental Earth Science Fund
c/o ECSU Foundation
83 Windham St.
Willimantic CT 06226
American Alpine Club
710 10th St Suite 100
Golden, CO 80401
Woodstock Historical Society
P.O. Box 65
Woodstock, CT 06281

Photo from Bet Zimmerman’s website

Doug was an avid mountaineer, rock and ice
climber. From the time he was a young boy, he loved
the outdoors, and hiked the trails in Connecticut,
New Hampshire, and New York with his father,
brother, and friends. He went on to become a
technical mountain climber. With his climbing
buddies, he traveled to various places in the U.S,
Canada, Alaska, and Peru. Doug and his friends
Bob Plucenik and Doug Bonoff were the first ever
to conquer South Kennedy in the Yukon Territory
in Canada. Bob commented that, of all the men he
climbed with, Doug was the one he trusted most
to be there when needed.

Doug was also a reckless softball player, giving
all he could to help his team. He dislocated his
shoulder three times flinging himself after balls. He
could fix just about anything. No task was too big
for him to tackle. He was always there for his wife,
family, friends, co-workers and neighbors, ready to
lend a helping hand. He had a great sense of humor
and lived life with gusto. Doug’s last act was giving
the gift of sight and healing through tissue donation.
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“A truer, nobler, trustier heart, more loving or more
loyal, never beat within a human breast.”

20					

Summer 2010

Bluebirds Everywhere

Y

Scott W. Gillihan

ou can tell you’re a real bluebird enthusiast when you start seeing
the word “bluebird” everywhere. It jumps out at you from signs,
labels, maps, store shelves, phone books, and on and on. Before
you became involved with bluebirds you had no idea that “bluebird”
was such a popular name for things, many of which have nothing
whatsoever to do with the actual living, breathing birds.
I’m fascinated with the many and varied uses of “bluebird.”

Take this photo, for example. This is the marquee for the Bluebird
Theater in Denver, CO, a local landmark known for its eclectic line-up
of local musicians and touring acts. Built in 1913 as a movie theater, it
was given its bluebird name in 1922. I can’t find any history behind the
choice of name — like most uses of “bluebird”, I suspect it was chosen because it sounds good. “Bluebird” rolls
off the tongue nicely, thanks to the paired “b” words. Plus, bluebirds are recognized for their beauty, and their
association with positivity (“bluebird of happiness”). I guess that’s why we don’t often see a “Vulture Theater”
or “Buzzard Grocery.”
Have you seen a “bluebird” that wasn’t a bluebird? A business, a product, a logo with a bluebird theme? Snap
a photo or send a note to NABSeditor@gmail.com or mail it to 5405 Villa View Dr., Farmington, NM 87402.
We’ll showcase these in future issues of Bluebird. Let’s see what creative uses of “bluebird” are out there!

Six Into Summer
Margaret S. Mullins

I stood by breathlessly in wonder,
as she watched and counted and squealed
while one, then two, and three and four,
and then two more appeared at the box hole,
jumped out and flew, flashing new wings
in a swirling blue blur of daring first flight.
In just six years, she too has turned
from a bald and naked squawking babe
to a runner, reader, crazy dresser,
clothed in flashy clashy colors.
And I wonder when she’ll leave her nest
and if the bluebird parents feel
that selfsame stab of joy and fear
that Darwin never codified,
of seeing babies launched into
a world that’s getting so much warmer
filled with hawks and feral bombers.
Margaret S. Mullins splits her time between the quiet of rural Maryland and the rumpus of downtown Baltimore. Her
poetry has appeared in Loch Raven Review, Prairie PoetryWelter, New Voice News, Manorborn 2008, Sun,
Chesapeake Reader, Gunpowder Review, Asahi Shimbun, Long Story Short, and Persimmon Tree. She is the
editor of Manorborn 2009: The Water Issue (Abecedarian Press).
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Border Crossing Information for Americans Attending NABS 2010

A

ttending NABS 2010 in Canada will require some advance planning if you live in the United States—
returning to the U.S. is not as easy as it once was. Starting in June 2009, U.S. citizens returning home
from Canada (or Mexico, the Caribbean, or Bermuda), by land or sea, are required to present one of these
travel documents:
• U.S. Passport – This is an internationally recognized travel document that verifies a person’s identity
and nationality. It is accepted for travel by air, land and sea.
• U.S. Passport Card – This is a new, limited-use travel document that fits in your wallet and costs less
than a U.S. Passport. It is only valid for travel by land and sea.
• Enhanced Driver’s License (EDL) – Several states and Canadian provinces are issuing this driver’s
license or identification document that denotes identity and citizenship. It is specifically designed for
cross-border travel into the U.S. by land or sea.
• Trusted Traveler Program Cards – NEXUS, SENTRI, or FAST enrollment cards can speed your entry
into the U.S. and are issued only to pre-approved, low-risk travelers. The cards are valid for use by
land or sea; the NEXUS card can be used in airports with a NEXUS kiosk.

For more information, including information on re-entry by special groups (children, Native Americans,
U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents, and U.S. military), visit www.GetYouHome.gov or contact your travel
agent or U.S. Customs and Border Protection office. Please be ready to join us in Ontario in September 2010!
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Research Review

A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity Nesters
Scott W. Gillihan

Will adding nestboxes really increase the number of
cavity-nesting birds?

Secondary cavity-nesters are birds that do not
excavate their own nest cavities but instead rely on
primary cavity-nesting species such as woodpeckers to
do the work for them. (The three bluebird species are
all secondary cavity nesters.) In general, secondary
cavity nesters are at the mercy of primary cavity
nesters — if woodpeckers do not create nest cavities
in a particular area, the secondary cavity nesters
cannot nest there. The lack of nest cavities is one
of the primary factors limiting the distribution and
abundance of bluebirds.
But what if we simply add nestboxes? Will secondary
cavity nesters increase as a result? Karl Miller counted
the number of cavity nesters in slash pine plantations
in Florida. Then he installed hundreds of nestboxes
and counted the birds in each of the following two
summers. He found that, overall, the number of
secondary cavity nesters increased significantly, while
the number of primary cavity nesters (mainly Redbellied and Downy Woodpeckers) did not change.
What is interesting is the different responses of the
most common species: Great Crested Flycatchers
increased quite a bit, while Tufted Titmice and
Eastern Bluebirds increased only slightly and
Carolina Wrens did not increase at all. The difference
has to do with their nest cavity requirements: Great
Crested Flycatchers are larger than the other three
species, so they need a larger nest cavity, but there
were few large trees in the area and virtually no large
woodpeckers (e.g., Northern Flicker) to excavate large
cavities. The nestboxes obviously provided a suitable
replacement. The titmice and wrens were finding
suitable nest sites in the few small nest cavities
created by woodpeckers or in natural crevices and
cavities, so the addition of nestboxes didn’t draw
more of them to the area. The bluebirds apparently
didn’t find the overall habitat to their liking — Miller
felt that there were not enough clearings for bluebird
foraging — so the nestboxes had only limited success
in bringing more bluebirds to the area.
The bottom line is that nestboxes can increase
numbers of some cavity-nesting birds in an area, but
the overall habitat has to be right for them.
Miller, Karl E. 2010. Nest-site Limitation of Secondary
Cavity-nesting Birds in Even-age Southern Pine Forests.
Wilson Journal of Ornithology 122:126–134.
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Brush piles: Definitely good for some wildlife, but
what about birds?

Pick up just about any book for homeowners and
landowners on improving wildlife habitats and you’ll
find a section on building brush piles. The idea is that
the piles will provide a haven where small animals
are safe from predators and temperature extremes.
But what if the piles also attract rat snakes, which are
known predators on bird nests?
The authors of this study found that brush piles were
very popular hangouts for radio-tagged rat snakes.
The authors also found that bird nests in the areas
around the brush piles were just as successful as nests
far from the piles. This seems to suggest that you can
build brush piles on your property without worrying
about them attracting rat snakes that will wipe out
your birds. However, the authors only looked at nest
success in the first year following creation of the
brush piles — they caution that it could take longer
for rat snake populations to build up in the piles.
Until we know more, it might be best to refrain from
building brush piles in those parts of the country
where rat snakes are a problem for nesting birds.
Sperry, Jinelle H. and Patrick J. Weatherhead. 2010.
Ratsnakes and Brush Piles: Intended and Unintended
Consequences of Improving Habitat for Wildlife? American
Midland Naturalist 163:311–317.

Can snakes climb trees to reach nests in old
woodpecker cavities?

Red-headed Woodpeckers often excavate their nest
and roost cavities in dead trees that have no bark,
even though these trees are harder and it takes longer
to excavate a cavity. Red-cockaded Woodpeckers
choose live trees, but they take the time to excavate
small holes and flake off bark below the cavity
opening; these actions cause the tree to release resin,
which dries to a smooth surface. Both of these tactics
(choosing barkless trees and encouraging the release
of resin) are believed to be aimed at preventing snakes
from climbing up to the nest or roost cavity. If these
are effective tactics, then secondary cavity nesters
should benefit by choosing cavities abandoned by
these woodpeckers.
David Leonard captured rat snakes in Florida and
tested their ability to climb trees. He enticed them
to climb by positioning a small cage with a mouse
above an abandoned woodpecker cavity. He tested
snakes on dead trees with no bark, and on live trees
with resin build-up below an old Red-cockaded
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Woodpecker cavity. For comparison, he tested snakes
on live trees with bark but without resin build-up.
He found that rat snakes could not climb the barkless
trees used by Red-headed Woodpeckers. The resin on
Red-cockaded Woodpecker trees was not as effective,
as it prevented only 25% of the snakes from climbing
to the cavity. But it at least slowed them down: it took
the snakes two to four times as long to climb a tree
with resin than one without. That extra time would
allow birds more time to try to drive off the snake.
It appears that Red-headed and Red-cockaded
Woodpeckers have developed effective strategies
for keeping snakes away, and the secondary cavity
nesters that adopt the cavities after the woodpeckers
abandon them should also be fairly safe from snakes.
Leonard, David L., Jr. 2009. Do Abandoned Woodpecker
Cavities Provide Secondary Cavity Nesters Protection from
Climbing Snakes? Southeastern Naturalist 8:121–128.

Can bluebirds and nuthatches be successfully
reintroduced to their former ranges?

Eastern Bluebirds and Brown-headed Nuthatches
disappeared from Florida’s Everglades National Park
by the mid 1950s, victims of the degradation of the
area’s slash pine ecosystem. Starting in the 1970s,
more enlightened management of the area allowed
it to recover to the point that it appeared suitable
for bluebirds and nuthatches. However, when
none colonized the area naturally, managers began
introducing birds in the late 1990s. The managers also
monitored the bird populations, to see if the birds
would indeed adopt the area.
Dozens of birds were reintroduced during a four-year
period. Some birds apparently liked the area — they
stayed and nested. Nuthatches increased for the first
few years after the reintroductions ended, but then
the population started declining. Bluebird numbers
stayed fairly steady.
John Lloyd and his colleagues concluded that
the reintroductions were a success, although the
populations did not climb as much as was hoped.
In order to maintain the populations, they suggest
placing aluminum flashing above and below known
nest sites to deter predators, placing nestboxes in the
area to provide additional nest sites, and reducing the
speed limit on nearby roads. Also, additional birds
will probably need to be introduced, although there
are currently no plans to do so.
Lloyd, John D., Gary L. Slater, and Skip Snow. 2009.
Demography of Reintroduced Eastern Bluebirds
and Brown-headed Nuthatches. Journal of Wildlife
Management 73:955–964.
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What is causing the decline of House Sparrow
populations in Britain?

The introduction of the House Sparrow to North
America has been an ecological disaster. For example,
it attacks nesting bluebirds (often with deadly results)
to take over nesting sites. The good news is that the
House Sparrow population has been declining, at
least in some parts of North America. But the declines
have been even more dramatic in its native Europe
and in particular in Britain, where the population has
fallen by nearly half. In some metropolitan areas, the
species has disappeared completely.
Many theories have been proposed for the decline in
Europe, including loss of nesting sites due to newer
architectural styles, reduced availability of insects due
to pesticides, even electromagnetic radiation from cell
phones. Recently, Christopher Bell and his colleagues
presented intriguing evidence of another possible
explanation: the dramatic upswing in populations of
the Eurasian Sparrowhawk.
The Eurasian Sparrowhawk is closely related to North
America’s Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks, and
is intermediate in size. The male sparrowhawk is an
extremely effective killer of House Sparrows, in part
because the sparrows forage out in the open.
Sparrowhawk populations in Europe declined
precipitously in the 1950s because of the widespread
use of agricultural pesticides. They disappeared
completely from large expanses of Britain. With the
phase-out of the worst of the pesticides in the 1970s,
sparrowhawk populations started climbing, and the
birds recolonized their old territories. Bell and his
colleagues found strong evidence of House Sparrow
population declines coinciding with the return of
sparrowhawks. House Sparrows in urban areas
seemed particularly hard hit, perhaps because they
had lived so long without an avian predator and their
inexperience made them easier prey.
Bell, Christopher P., Sam W. Baker, Nigel G. Parkes, M. de
L. Brooke, and Dan E. Chamberlain. 2010. The Role of the
Eurasian Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) in the Decline of
the House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) in Britain. The Auk
127:411–420.

Male Eurasian Sparrowhawk plucking what appears to be a
House Sparrow. Photo from Eddy Van 3000 via www.Wikimedia.com
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A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution
Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Terry & Vicky Larkin

Bronze Level (at least $500)

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

Nestbox Neighbors (at least $100 contribution in support of the NABS convention
hosted by the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania)
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society
The North American Bluebird Society serves as a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management and education
on behalf of all bluebirds and other native cavity-nesting species. NABS invites all state, provincial, and
regional bluebird organizations to become NABS affiliates in a confederation of equals all working together
toward a common goal, a further partnership in international bluebird conservation. No cost is associated with
affiliating with NABS. Your affiliated organization will be recognized and listed on the NABS website and in
Bluebird. If your organization has a newsletter, please forward a copy to our headquarters. To find out more
about becoming a NABS affiliate, read our Affiliate Letter. Notice: If you are listed below, please check listing
to see if it is current. If not, please contact web@nabluebirdsociety.org with correct information.
Alberta
Calgary Area Nestbox Monitors
Ron Reist
5720 – 59 Ave
Olds, AB T4H 1K3 - CANADA
Ph: 403-556-8043
E-mail: rreist1@shaw.ca

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Jim Janssen
83 Forfar Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479.855.4451
jans33@sbcglobal.net

Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
PO Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403.885.4477
403.887.5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca

British Columbia
Southern Interior Bluebird Trail
Society
Sherry Linn
18588 Old Richter Pass Rd
Osoyoos, BC V0H-1V5 -CANADA
250.495.7891
goldstrm@vip.net
www.bcbluebirds.org

Mountain Bluebird Trails
Conservation Society
Gwen Tietz
PO Box 401 Stn Main
Lethbridge, AB T1K-3Z1 - CANADA
403.553.2780
mtnblue@telus.net

California
California Bluebird Recovery Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N. De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA 95014
408.257.6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org
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Palos Verdes South Bay Audubon
Society
Nancy Feagans
2010½ Pullman Lane
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
310.483.8192
nancy@pvsb-audubon.org
www.pvsb-audubon.org
Southern California Bluebird Club
Tom Croom
P.O. Box 27744
Anaheim, CA 92809-0124
714.692.9683
tccroom@pacbell.net
www.socalbluebirds.org
Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720.482.8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303.973.9530
303.973.1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/bluebird.htm

27						Bluebird

Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirdsociety@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirdsociety.com
Idaho
Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208.782.9676
Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67 Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208.838.2431
fowest@custertel.net
Illinois
Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815.947.2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.jdcf.org/guardians
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Loren Hughes
1234 Tucker Beach Rd
Paris, IL 61944
217.463.7175
lghughes@joink.com
Indiana
Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
PO Box 134
Rensselaer, IN 47978-0134
219.866.3081
ibs@indianabluebirdsociety.org
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org
Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
PO Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812.988.1876
360.361.3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

319.466.1134
james-walters@uiowa.edu

Griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
PO Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712.624.9433 h
712.527.9685w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Massachusetts
Massachusetts Bluebird Association
Henry R. Denton
726 Montgomery Road
Westfield, MA 01085-1090
413.562.0926
daltd9@msn.com
www.massbluebird.org

Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515.836.4579
jaclynhill@netins.net
Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
PO Box 3425
Paducah, KY 42002
502.895.4737
ptamplin@aol.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs
Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Evelyn Cooper
1222 Cook Rd
Delhi, LA 71232
318.878.3210
emcooper@bayou.com
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
Joseph F. Gray
35 Schooner Street #103
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207.563.3578
joecar@gwi.net
www.midcoastaudubon.org
Manitoba
Friends of the Bluebirds
Barry Danard
PO Box 569
Killarney, MB R0K 1G0 - CANADA
204.523.8258
jbdanard@mts.net
www.mts.net/~jbdanard/index.html

Michigan
Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
PO Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734.663.9746
810.736.8713 f
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org
Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
Lance Krog
22035 Penn Ave
Lakeville, MN 55044
952.469.2054
lancek@frontiernet.net
www.bbrp.org
Missouri
Missouri Bluebird Society
Steve Garr
P.O. Box 105830
Jefferson City, MO 65110
573.638.2473
stevegarr@missouribluebird.org
www.missouribluebird.org
Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Johnny Hanna
P.O. Box 14
Wapiti, WY 82450
307.587.7064

president@mountainbluebirdtrails.com

www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com
Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@prodigy.net
www.bbne.org

Maryland
Iowa
Maryland Bluebird Society
Johnson County Songbird Project
Kathy Kremnitzer
Jim Walters
19305 Deer Path
1033 E Washington
Knoxville, MD 21758
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
301.662.7818
Bluebird					
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New Hampshire
NH Bluebird Conspiracy
Bruce Burdett
5 Upper Bay Rd
Sunapee, NH 03782-2330
603.763.5705
blueburd@myfairpoint.net
New York
NY State Bluebird Society
John Ruska
3149 Witaker Road
Fredonia, NY 14063
716.679.9676
ruskhill@adelphia.net
www.nysbs.org
Orleans Bluebird Society
Gary Kent
3806 Allen’s Bridge Rd.
Albion, NY 14411
585.589.5130
gkworking4u@hotmail.com
Schoharie County Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 West Richmondville Rd
Richmondville NY 12149
518.294.7196
bernerkl@cobleskill.edu
Michael Kudish Natural History
Preserve
David Turan
2515 Tower Mountain Rd
Stamford, NY 12167
607.652.9137
princessprism@yahoo.com
North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Jimmy Miller
P.O. Box 589
Garner, NC 27529-0589
919.772.9457
treasurer@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org
Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
PMB 111, 343 W. Milltown Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
330.466.6926
info@ohiobluebirdsociety.org
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918.806.2489
Ontario
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brant Place
Cambridge , ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519.620.0744
info@billreadsbooks.com
www.oebs.ca
Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
PO Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com
Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
Harry Schmeider
448 Portman Road
Butler, PA 16002
724.285.1209
harryschmeider@gmail.com
www.thebsp.org
Purple Martin Conservation Assoc.
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org
Tennessee
Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423.346.3911
amyredmon@hotmail.com
Bluebirds Across America
Farrell Roe
95 Hayes Branch Trail
Jackson, TN 38301
731.424.6161
roerockingr@aol.com

www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
Virginia
Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540.373.4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
Jill Miller
4022 Hummer Rd
Annandale, VA 22033
703.256.6895
info@audubonva.org
www.audubonva.org
Washington
Cascadia Bluebird & Purple Martin
Society
Michael Pietro
3015 Squalicum Pkwy #250
Bellingham, WA 98225
360.738.2153
mmpietro@hinet.org
West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
PO Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304.876.1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org
Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715.344.0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org
Bluebird Restoration Assoc of
Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
1210 Oakwood Ct
Stoughton, WI 53589
608.873.1703
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
Carol McDaniel
Oklahoma
PO Box 40868
14953 State Rd. 23
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Austin, TX 78704
Darlington, WI 53530-9324
Herb Streator
512.268.5678
6400 E. Commercial St
ptom5678@gmail.com
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Renew Today! Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Date _________________
o New Membership o Renewal

o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________ for:

o 1 Year o 2 Years o 3 Years o 4 Years			
			
Household
Single Person
Subscribing		
o $30		
o $20			
Supporting		
o $50		
o $40
Contributing		
o $85		
o $75			
Guardian		
o $110		
o $100
Life			
o $500		
o $500			

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State / Province: ______

ZIP: ______________________

Organization		
o $50					
Phone: __________________________________________
Small Business		
o $50
Corporation		
o $125					
Email: __________________________________________
A+ (for Affiliate members only)		
o $15
Name of Affiliate organization: _______________________
NOTE: Multiple years are not available for “A+” — this membership type must be renewed annually.
Additional Donation
o $30 o $50 o Other __________
o “Friend of NABS” for current calendar year (does not include quarterly Bluebird) $15
We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.
o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
$10.00 of each annual membership is designated for
o Visa o MasterCard
subscription to Bluebird, the quarterly journal. The
remaining portion of payment is a contribution.
Card #__________________________________
Payment must be in U.S. funds.
Mail to: N
 ABS Treasurer, P.O. Box 7844,
Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________
Bloomington IN 47407
An online membership form with payment through
Expiry: ________ Signature: ______________________________ PayPal is available online at www.nabluebirdsociety.org

