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I hope all of you have September 9-13 marked on your 2009
calendars and are planning on joining us at the 31st Annual
NABS Conference. The registration material was in the last
issue of the “Bluebird” and is on line at the NABS website,
www.nabluebirdsociety.org. If you register before May 15th,
there is a $10 saving.
We want to welcome the Florida Bluebird Society as our
newest Affiliate. They have just registered as a non-profit
corporation with the State of Florida.
Speaking of new Affiliates, we have had a flurry of interest
from around the country asking about joining our NABS
family. Inquiries have come from individuals who want
to start a brand new organization and from existing
conservation-related societies. I believe that these folks are
recognizing the advantages of belonging to an international
organization that binds together like-minded individuals
in the recovery of Bluebirds and other cavity-nesting birds.
NABS becomes a member of all new Affiliates and we
encourage Affiliates, Audubon Societies, and other bird
clubs interested in Bluebird conservation to join NABS.
Members of an Affiliate can take advantage of the discount
offered to become NABS members. Once a member of NABS
there is a discount when buying mealworms.
The response to our website based Affiliate calendar has
been most encouraging. More and more Affiliates are
sending information about their annual meetings to Greg
Beavers who then posts them on the NABS website. The
35th Anniversary Celebration by the Mountain Bluebird
Trails Affiliate in Montana will be an exciting event. I plan to
attend. I also want to recognize Bluebirds Across Nebraska,
which is hosting their 15th Annual Conference.
I hope to see you at a Bluebird get-together soon.
Brian Swanson
NABS Vice President for Affiliate Relations

www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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From the President
Jonathan Ridgeway

Greetings of peace Detailed written policy and procedure manuals
are extremely valuable management tools for any
organization. Not surprisingly though, it is more
common for profit-making business enterprises
to have them than volunteer organizations. Most
nonprofit boards function with a far less formal
structure and often, their policies are not even
written down. I would like to articulate some of the
fundamental reasons why I have considered it so
important for NABS to adopt a variety of particular
policies and accumulate them into a collection or
manual as they are being created. I also feel that
documenting the procedures is important but I
believe there are reasons why the procedures have to
be relegated to a secondary priority while the policies
are already so overdue.
NABS is a very large, complex, and spread-out
organization with a reasonably narrow purpose
and mission. Most of the people involved with
NABS are a lot more interested in nature and birds,
particularly bluebirds, than they are in management
of an organizational structure, per se. It is a common
assumption that if people know enough about the
subject, the object will take care of itself, but that
is not necessarily so. An impressive number of
our members have been building and monitoring
nestbox trails for three or four decades, even longer
than NABS has existed, but the organization does
not foster activists to participate and grow in the
leadership and administration the same way. In so
many cases, every time new leadership is elected,
a significant portion of the organization’s memory
is lost with the ones who leave. If policies and
procedures are documented, the choices and solutions
identified by each set of leaders can be handed down
to their successors. This is not to say that a new team
will be bound by the decisions of their predecessors,
only that they will be able to learn from the earlier
experiences.
The best example I can think of to demonstrate the
pitfalls of not handing down the organization’s
knowledge base has to do with the status of NABS
March 20, 1978 Articles of Incorporation in the State
of Maryland, the document that formally established
the existence of the North American Bluebird Society,
Inc. at that time. With the filing of such Articles came
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a legal obligation to file annual reports if our entity
wanted to continue to exist, yet as I have written
before, repeatedly too many of our Officers did not
know this requirement. As a result of not knowing
what had to be done, our legal status was forfeited
in 1983, 1986 and 2005 and had to be revived in
1984, 1998 and 2008. This might not have happened
if there had been a manual that pointed out the
need to file the annual reports. Another issue comes
up repeatedly when other bluebird societies and
individuals ask for copies of our membership mailing
list. It is extremely important that we not give it to
them, no matter how valid their purpose might be,
because we have made an irrevocable commitment
to our members that their privacy will be protected.
I believe it is essential that this mandatory policy be
passed on from each generation of Officers and Board
members to the next so they know the seriousness of
the reliance entrusted to them.
On this topic, I believe it is applicable to mention
some raffle tickets you may have received or you
may be going to receive for prizes to be awarded at
our NABS2009 convention that the Bluebird Society
of Pennsylvania will be hosting. Regardless of how
the mailing may appear, the NABS labels were never
outside the direct custody of our Board members.
And while I am mentioning the raffle, I encourage
as many of you as are able to purchase those tickets.
There are some wonderful prizes and the proceeds
will benefit NABS, BSP, and the success of the event.
The main reason to have a policy and procedure
manual is so the mission and purpose of the
organization can be clearly defined, as can the roles
and responsibilities of the individuals who lead
and participate in its programs. Such a manual
should stand as the exclusive source of discretion
and should coherently spell out the relationships
between the Officers, the Board, the committees, the
membership, and the organization. Establishment of
a comprehensive package of authorizing standards
will provide a basis for accountability, transparency,
consistency, and stability and will enable everyone to
speak with the same voice when they are representing
the official positions of our organization.
Procedures are a bit more dynamic than policies,
often being changed time and time again due
to improvement and innovation deriving from
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experience and learning or a variety of environmental
changes. Documenting them may be a greater
challenge. Often the people who may be well suited to
effectuate our programs are not trained analysts who
are also able to delineate the steps they preform and
document the procedures. For these reasons, most of
our procedures are not standardized and ones that
are not working well are continuously modified by
trial and error, in hopes that we can keep trying until
we get it right. Unless we plan to completely scrap a
set of procedures and formulate new ones, it would
make good sense to review past practices before
recommending changes.
Since 2007, several of the most critical policies have
been reduced to writing in narrative form: our Code
of Ethics and Conflict of Interest Policy for NABS
officials, Website Terms and Conditions, and our
Membership Privacy Policy. I wrote in the last issue
of this journal that formulating Ethics and Conflict
of Interest Policies and revising the Bylaws had
been pending issues since before I became President
two years ago. The Code of Ethics and a Conflict of
Interest Policy were just adopted in December as
products of a fair amount of committee work and
Board deliberation. After that, a Bylaws revision
project began which resulted in the document which
will be offered to the membership for adoption at our
2009 Annual Meeting in Pennsylvania.
There were goals we hoped to achieve by writing
this new set of Bylaws. I will try to summarize them
briefly, in spite of the complexity of the subject. It is
my sincere judgement that the proposed Bylaws are
far superior to our previously adopted documents.
I most earnestly urge the members who attend our
Annual Meeting to embrace these new Bylaws and
render their enthusiastic support for the adoption. By
all means, please keep in mind that any defects that
are found can be remedied simply by proposing new
amendments at a later date.
Before I explain what is being proposed, I feel it is
useful to know the criteria that have to be met. Here
is the text specified in our latest adopted Bylaws
on the subject of Bylaws revisions. “Article XIII Amendments - 1. The Constitution and Bylaws
of the Society may be amended at any annual
meeting by two thirds (2/3) vote of the members
present. 2. Any member of the Society may propose
amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws of the
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Society. Proposed amendments shall be submitted
to the President accompanied by an explanation for
requesting the change(s).” The Bylaws Committee
and the Board of Directors are the members of the
Society who are proposing these amendments in
conformance with that applicable specification. Now
I will outline the method that was used to formulate
what is being proposed.
At first a broad set of articles was prepared: a
completely rewritten framework designed to
consolidate all applicable provisions of the previously
existing authorizing documents, the latest adopted
Constitution, Bylaws and Appendixes pertaining
to Fiscal Management and Committee structure.
Fastidious care was given to assure that no matters
covered by the old documents were inadvertently
neglected. An essential facet of the motion to adopt
will be to repeal all of those previous documents and
supercede them with this single source of authority.
We learned from a senior official at the Maryland
State Department that this is far more practical than
having several authorizing documents.
One of the most significant differences between
the old structure and what is being proposed is the
way Officers are chosen. At present the members
elect each Officer and Director to a specific position.
The proposed method provides for the members
to elect all of the Directors, one-third of the 3-year
terms in each year of the triennial cycle. The Officers
are chosen from within the Board by the Directors
who are in a better position to assess the qualities,
leadership, and chemistry of the group. This is a more
contemporary and effective organizational structure
and it truly takes very little influence away from the
membership.
The new articles were resorted into a more orderly
sequence. Redundancies, conflicts and awkward text
were eliminated and matters of major importance
which had not previously been codified were added.
These include descriptions of the financial structure,
the Zeleny Fund, and the key areas of responsibility
of the Officers and Directors.
The first draft of the proposal was reviewed by the
Chairs of the Law Committee, Walter Mugdan, and
the Bylaws Committee, Brian Swanson. Following
their preliminary evaluation, the rest of the Bylaws
Committee had their turn – Bernie Daniel, Sherry
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Linn, Anne Sturm and Lynne Ridgeway. When all of
the parties were satisfied, the product was distributed
to the full Board for its deliberation and approval.
There are probably some members who will want to
read every detail, line by line and to compare every
word of the old text with every word of the new, just
the same way that each of the members of the Bylaws
Committee did. Nonetheless, it would be unnecessary,
costly and wasteful to publish all those pages here.
For anyone who feels they want to be sure they do not
miss anything, I invite you to go to the NABS website
at www.nabluebirdsociety.org. On the left side of the
home page, click on the blue box marked “Board of
Directors.” On the left side of the page it takes you to,
you will have choices of “Constitution,” “Bylaws,”
and “Proposed in 2009.” There you will find every
detail of the Bylaws which the Board will propose for
the Membership to adopt at the Annual Meeting.
Certainly the adoption of the revised Bylaws will
not be the only matter for consideration by the
membership at our Annual Meeting. The primary
issue to be voted on will be the election of Officers
and Directors. In order to permit members who were
unable to attend our Annual Meetings to have a voice
in the selection of our Board members, a Bylaws
amendment was adopted in 2005 which provides
for absentee ballots. This is in the new Bylaws,
too. No actual forms were ever required so none
have been prepared but that should not dissuade
anyone from expressing their opinion. If you feel
adequately motivated to express your satisfaction
for the improvements our Society has made over the
past couple of years, I truly encourage you to send
in your hand written, typed, or printed absentee
ballot naming which candidates you care to vote for,
or if you prefer, you can simply say you vote for the
whole slate. They should be posted by the beginning
of August to be sure they are received in time for the
election.
Of course, on the other hand, if you are dissatisfied
and not predisposed to voice your approval, it does
not mean we do not care about your opinion. I give
you my personal assurance that if you address your
reasonable concerns to me, I will either consider the
issues myself or I will delegate them to someone else
and personally oversee whatever resolution may be
possible.
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To date, there have not been any nominations for
Board positions submitted by members who are
not on the Board. The Nominating Committee
has nominated the following names and with
the approval of the Board, their slate is being
presented as the regular ticket. For President,
Jonathan Ridgeway; First Vice President for Affiliate
Relations, Brian Swanson; Second Vice President
for Community Relations, Sherry Linn; Treasurer,
Greg Beavers; Secretary, Lynne Ridgeway; Directors,
Bob Benson, Phil Berry, Barbara Chambers, Tom
Comfort, Bernie Daniel, Walter Mugdan, Terry
Neumyer, John Schuster, Dan Sparks, Anne Sturm,
and Bet Zimmerman. For procedural reasons this
list includes the names of all Board Members who
are seeking to continue their service, regardless of
whether or not their terms may be expired.
No expression of gratitude can adequately convey
the appreciation we owe to Jimmy Dodson and Dick
Tuttle who are finishing their terms and not choosing
to continue, any more than it could for those who
have delivered years of yeoman service and are
willing to stay the course. All we can do is extend our
thanks and let them know the place we hold for them
in our hearts.
Article VIII, paragraph 3 of the current adopted
Bylaws specifies that, in addition to candidates
selected by the nominating committee, names may
also be submitted for the ballot by letter to the
nominating committee at least 90 days in advance
of the election and consent of the nominee must
have been previously obtained. According to this
specification, the deadline for nominations to be
received this year is June 14. As an alternative,
candidates who wish to serve on the Board are
welcome to notify me personally. Article IX,
paragraph 2, subparagraph A permits additional
Directors to be added, with the approval of two thirds
(2/3) of the existing Board, so I could arrange for that
nature of consideration. By pursuing this avenue, a
candidate would not have to compete in a contested
election or potentially cause the Board to lose another
satisfactory member.
Yours in peace,
Jonathan Ridgeway
NABS President
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From the Managing Editor
Some notes about the Winter issue:

Scott W. Gillihan

The dates on the conference registration form should (obviously) be 2009, not 2008.
Several members pointed out the photographs of tree-mounted nestboxes, which could
provide an easy meal for a hungry racoon. However, raccoons are far less common in
the Rocky Mountains than they are in other parts of the country. In fact, they’re entirely
absent from large swatches of the Rockies, where those photographs were taken. In the
Rockies, raccoons are found in low-elevation hardwood forests along rivers; Western
and Mountain Bluebirds, on the other hand, are found in dry high-elevation conifer
forests. As a result, raccoons and bluebirds rarely cross paths in the Rockies, so it’s quite
common to mount bluebird boxes on trees. Squirrel and snake populations are lower,
too. For bluebirders outside the Rockies, however, it’s best to mount your boxes on
posts, not trees. Look for an in-depth article about predators in an upcoming issue.
Also, I made an editorial decision to insert a photo in Keith Radel’s article (“Fledge
More Bluebirds Next Year”)—a photo not provided by Mr. Radel. I used that particular photo not to illustrate anything
about nestbox design or placement, but to celebrate the moment of fledging, when a young bird swallows hard and takes
that first leap into space. Such images are hard to come by, so I was pleased that Dave Kinneer allowed the use of his photo.
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From the Membership Committee
Sherry Linn

T

hank you to all the members who responded to
our call for assistance in getting our database
information updated. Tena and I have enjoyed
receiving your calls and emails because not only do
we have the opportunity to ensure your next Bluebird
arrives with the proper name and address, but also
we get to hear firsthand some of your wonderful
bluebird stories from your backyards and nestbox
trails. It is always a pleasure to hear from you.
If you are like me, once the beautiful newly-formatted
journal arrives on your doorstep the first instinct
is to set everything else aside and delve right into
the interesting and educating articles. But please
take an extra moment and review your addressing
information — especially the expiration notice. We let
you know whether this is your last (or second to last)
journal. Renewing before your membership actually
lapses saves NABS the expense of sending renewal
notices and, most importantly, you will not miss an
issue of Bluebird!

Starting in the next quarter we are planning to do an
email trial for renewals. If we have your email address
on file, and you have received your last journal, we
are going to send an advance notice via email. I say
this is a trial because of the work involved and the
number of hands we have to perform the task. If you
have the knowledge and comfort level for doing this
type of task, and have the time to devote once every
three months to send out notices, please consider
joining our Membership Committee and help us to
help the bluebirds!
In closing, I would really like to express my thanks
to our devoted membership team — Tena, Phil, and
Nancy. Their time and effort, given so tirelessly, are
most appreciated. And to the NABS Board, for their
support and patience, thank you for the opportunity
to work with such a wonderful team.
Yours in Blue – Sherry Linn
Chair, Membership Committee
goldstrm@vip.net
250.495.7891 (Pacific Time)

Photo by Jim Williams

In the Fall Bluebird I mentioned that sometimes we
get our correspondence crossing in the mail – you
have sent your check and we have mailed the renewal
notices. We apologize for any inconvenience, but
please understand we will always experience some
overlap. The renewal notices go out approximately
one month after the latest journal has been mailed. In
the last quarter we sent out approximately 400 letters.

These go out as first-class mail so you can quickly
see where expenses can mount. Remember — hard
working NABS volunteers do the entire stuffing
of envelopes and mailing! You can help NABS by
renewing before your membership expiration date.

Bluebird					

6					

Spring 2009

Report of NABS Grants Awarded

T

Anne Sturm

he NABS Grants Committee is pleased to
report the progress made in 2008 to the general
membership. The members of the Grants
Committee Greg Beavers, Sherry Linn, David Smith,
Dan Sparks, Maynard Sumner, and Anne Sturm as
Chair, met by phone and communicated by email
to formulate the following policies, which were
approved and adopted by the NABS Board:
Under normal circumstances, a maximum of $4,000 in
grants will be awarded biannually, for an aggregate
total of $8,000 per year. Funds which are not awarded
during one period may roll over to the next period.
Funding will derive from the Zeleny Endowment
Fund which was established with two limitations. Its
funds may be used only for research and educational
grants and projects and a $100,000 minimum balance
shall be maintained within the fund, below which
no money may be expended. No Zeleny grants were
awarded prior to 2008 because the $100,000 threshold
was never surpassed until 2007.
Applications for research grants will be received and
reviewed twice a year, subject to December 1 and
June 1 filing deadlines. The review process will be
completed by February 1 and August 1. Applicants
will be asked to agree to provide a photographic
record of the research of their project and a summary
report when the work is completed. The intent is
that this material can be published in Bluebird so
long as it will not compromise their commitments
to their universities or larger underwriters, in which
case it will simply be retained in our records for
accountability.
A three tier priority approach will be used in
evaluating grant proposals. The highest priority will
be given for grants relating to the three species of
bluebirds; secondary priority for grants relating to
other native cavity nesting birds; and tertiary priority
for grants relating to all birds and birding.
Pursuant to the adopted policies the Grants
Committee carefully evaluated all of the grant
applications that were received and submitted their
recommendations to the NABS Board for approval.
After thoughtful discussion and deliberation they
decided to award the following three grants, a total of
$2,500.
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A $1,000 grant was awarded to Erin O’Brien, PhD
Candidate, University of Northern BC, for a project
entitled “Within-Brood Distribution of Parasites: The
effect of tasty chicks on parasite population growth
in nests of Mountain Bluebirds.” Ms. O’Brien’s 2006
research suggested “that the effects of parasites on
growth of nestling bluebirds may vary between years
and populations due in part to differences in diet
quality.” In 2009, she “intends to look more closely
at the causes and consequences of within-brood
distribution of parasites.”
A $500 grant was awarded to Douglas R. Wood,
PhD, Associate Professor, Southeastern Oklahoma
State University for a research project entitled, “Postflood Nest Box Use and Reproduction Success of
the Prothonotary Warbler at Tishomingo National
Wildlife Refuge, Oklahoma.” This grant will
allow Dr. Wood to compare data from his ongoing
Prothonotary Warbler project, which started in 2003,
to post-flood responses by the warblers during the
2008 and 2009 nesting seasons.
Another $1,000 grant was awarded to the Audubon
Society of Western Pennsylvania for a research project
entitled, “Establishing Nest Site Fidelity in Captive
Raised Barn Owls (Tyto alba).” They have a protocol
which concentrates on parental owls, rather than
recently fledged young. The project serves to test the
potential of the protocol. If successful, ASWP will
release the protocol for public use.
The Grants Committee eagerly looks forward
to receiving grant applications and hopes the
membership will make every effort to help spread
information about the NABS Grants Program.
Proposals may be emailed to annets1@aol.com or
submitted by regular mail to NABS, PO Box 43,
Miamiville, OH 45147.
Maynard Sumner has had to resign from the Grants
Committee. If you are interested in possibly serving
on the Grants Committee, please email Anne Sturm,
at annets1@aol.com. Further information can be
obtained on the NABS website.
Respectfully submitted,
Anne Sturm, Committee Chair
Grants & Awards Committee
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Bluebird Widows, Widowers, and Orphans

U

Bet Zimmerman

nfortunately, sometimes during nesting, a
male or female bluebird disappears. It’s a
tough world out there, and you may never
know what happened. You may not even realize it
happened, unless you are a backyard bluebirder who
recognizes the look and behavior of individual birds
(e.g., whether they come to your mealworm feeder or
not), or find the dead parent.
Bluebird parents work as a team during nesting
season. Females build the nest pretty much by
themselves, but depend on their mate to help protect
the nest site from predators like House Sparrows,
help feed hungry babies in the nest, and feed juveniles
for about a month after they fledge. Male bluebirds do
not incubate eggs or brood young, but they do feed
and protect young, and bring food to the female while
she is incubating/brooding, so she can keep the eggs/
young warm (especially important during wet or cold
weather as very young nestlings cannot regulate their
own temperature) and protect them.
Sometimes people think one or both parents are
missing, when in fact they are around! Remember
bluebirds lay one egg a day (sometimes skipping a
day) and do not spend much, if any, time on the nest
until incubation begins. Even then, especially during
warm weather, they may be away from the box for
extended periods of time. Some males perch on a box,
others hang out in trees and are less visible, especially
during incubation (perhaps to avoid drawing
attention to the nest site). To check for activity, wedge
a blade of grass or tiny twig in the entrance hole and
check back later to see if it is still there. If the eggs
have hatched, parents should be in the box at least
every hour or two to feed during the day.
If one of the pair does disappear, it’s possible that
the remaining parent may find a new mate. That
depends on how many unattached bluebirds there
are in the area. Sometimes they find a new partner in
a day, sometimes it takes weeks, sometimes it doesn’t
happen. A lone male may sing forlornly all day long.
The new mate may or may not help care for the
young. A new male may feed the existing female, or
just stuff himself at a mealworm feeder.
On occasion, males are somewhat or very aggressive
towards the young of another male (they may swoop
at them, chase them, or try to prevent the female from
Bluebird					

feeding). In one case, the new male removed a small
nestling from the box (but the landlord saw it happen,
found and returned the baby to the box and it did
survive). If the second or third brood is affected by a
lost parent, the younger siblings may pitch in.
Here are some possible scenarios:
Either Parent Lost:
• I f a male or female are lost when the nestlings are
very small, the lone parent will have difficulty
caring for them.
• I f the nestlings are fully feathered (and better able
to regulate their own temperature), a widow/
widower may be able to successfully fledge all or
some of them.
• I f the babies have fledged (left the box), one parent
can care for them, but it is a load. Supplemental
feeding can really help, especially during the first
week. Occasionally, after fledging a female will
leave and pair up with a different male, leaving
the original male behind to tend to the fledglings.
The male will feed them for about 30 days, after
which they can feed themselves. If the male is lost
after fledging, the female will do the same, and
the young may be okay, but the chicks are very
vulnerable once they are out in the world.
• N
 est sanitation may suffer (especially if female
disappears), so consider a nest change if it gets
bad.
Lost Male:
• I f a male is lost during egg laying, and the female
does not find a new partner, she will likely
abandon the nest. However, do not rush to clean
out the box until you are absolutely CERTAIN the
nest is abandoned.
• I f a male is lost during incubation, the female may
successfully go it alone but it will be more difficult
without assistance. If she does find a new partner,
she may successfully fledge the young.
• T
 here are reports of females successfully fledging
young that are about 1 week old on their own.
• S
 ometimes the female finds a new mate—the new
male may or may not help feed the young (if he
does, probably significantly less than the original
male).
Lost Female:
• I f the female is lost during egg laying, nothing
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•

•
•

can be done about the eggs. If the male finds a
new mate, and she chooses the same box, she may
remove the old eggs or cover them with nesting
material before laying her own.
If the female is lost when the nestlings are very
young (unfeathered), odds are not too good, as
the male does not brood young nestlings. Even if
you help with feeding, the babies may get chilled
and die. However, I have seen one report of babies
surviving when the male disappeared just two
days after hatching.
If the female is lost when the nestlings are closer
to fledging (at least older than 7 days old), they
may make it.
If the male finds a new female, she may be
indifferent to existing nestlings or kill them, or
she may feed them (especially if they are not too
young or old).

•

•

What you can do to help:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Let the remaining parent raise the young.
Nestlings are usually better off with their natural
parents. Only a bird can properly teach their
young to hunt for food and find water, sing, and
defend themselves from the dangers of the natural
world.
Eggs: You can NOT incubate abandoned eggs.
Do NOT remove eggs from a nest unless you are
100% certain they have been abandoned. Do not
“foster” eggs into another nest. This can overload
the parents, and if incubation has already begun
in one nest, they will be out of synch for hatching.
Supplemental feeding: You CAN help by offering
supplemental food. This enables the parent
to spend more time feeding, brooding, and
protecting the young. Most bluebirds have to
be trained to come to a feeder. A variety of food
(berries, mealworms, suet crumbles) is best for
nestling health and development. If offering
mealworms (which can be calcium depleting),
dust with calcium.
Protect from House Sparrow attack: If you have
House Sparrows in the area, you can always
protect eggs and young by putting up a sparrow
spooker.
Monitor: In this situation, it is okay to check on
the babies once a day to make sure they are okay
(monitor VERY carefully after day 13 to avoid
premature fledging).
Nest change: Fecal sacs may pile up in the nest
because the parent is focused on feeding. If it gets
bad, you can do a nest change.
Spring 2009					

•

•
•

I n a true emergency—i.e., BOTH parents gone,
or one parent not feeding at ALL (e.g., for more
than two hours of daylight) and babies are cold
and listless and are not gaping (not to be confused
with older nestlings which hunker down when
box is opened), contact a wildlife rehabber
specializing in songbirds. Nestlings can live
24 hours without food, after that, time is of the
essence.
F
 ostering: If you are a monitor with many boxes,
and have another nestbox with babies of almost
or just the same age, and both parents are dead
or only the male remains with very young
nestlings (no feathers), you can attempt to foster
orphaned nestlings in with another brood. If you
don’t have many boxes, call another bluebirder
or your state/local bluebirding organization to
see if someone else can help foster. This places a
load on the parents of the other brood though, so
supplemental feeding is a good idea.
◦◦ Do not put bluebird nestlings in the box of
another species, as dietary needs, care, and
fledging ages are too different. See info on
transporting babies.
◦◦ Do not put abandoned eggs into the nest of
another bird of the same or different species.
For them to hatch at the same time they would
have to be at the same stage (e.g., incubation
had not begun yet in both nests, or incubation
was at the same stage). Also, increasing the
clutch size puts a big load on the parents who
will have to feed the young.
 lug up the box after fledging for a couple of days
P
if a widowed female does not pay attention to
newly fledged young and only seems interested in
starting a new brood with a new mate. Fledglings
depend on thir parent(s) for food for 30 days after
leaving the nest.
 ry to figure out what happened to the lost parent:
T
so you can prevent recurrence.
 ast but not least, recognize that you can’t fix
L
everything.

Bet Zimmerman is a Certified Environmental Professional
and a member of the local Conservation Commission. She
maintains an educational website on small cavity nesters at
www.sialis.org, and monitors several bluebird trails with
about 80 boxes in northeastern Connecticut.
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31st Annual North American Bluebird Society Conference
Hosted by the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania

September 9-13, 2009

Holiday Inn-Harrisburg/Hershey located in Grantville, PA
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Please join us for this exciting event that will feature an array of noted speakers, inspiring
field trips, live auction, vendors, and raffles including the BSP annual quilt raffle.
A sampling of educational offerings at the conference includes presentations and field
trips showcasing important birding and wildlife conservation areas in Pennsylvania, such as
Gettysburg National Military Park and Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.
Nationally-recognized birders Clay and Pat Sutton will present “How to Spot Hawks and
Eagles, Raptors in Time and Space,” based on their book of the same name. Dick Tuttle
will present “The Beaver Hypothesis,” which entices bluebird enthusiasts back in time to
America before European settlement to examine the connection between beavers, bluebirds,
and tree swallows. Award-winning author Jane Kirkland will give her keynote presentation
which will invigorate your enthusiasm for getting outdoors and connecting with nature.
ONE-DAY REGISTRATION $40*
FULL CONFERENCE: $60*
Plus the optional meals and tours
Advance Registration is required
Deadline for registration, tour and hotel reservations: July 18, 2009
* Register before May 15, 2009 and save $10!

Complete conference schedule & registration forms are available
in the Winter 2008-09 issue of Bluebird or online at:
www.thebsp.org or www.nabluebirdsociety.org
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Tales of Nestbox Trails

A

Gary Manfready

s I finish up the construction of the nestboxes
for a brand new trail, I wanted to share
with you my recent endeavors in trail
development. My recent completion of 12 boxes will
be used to begin a trail in our area’s botanical gardens.
I would also like to tell you about the development
of a trail in the previous nesting season in another
public park. In addition to these two new trails, I
have maintained two more trails for the past several
years with some pleasant and gratifying results. I am
confident that bluebirds are doing well in this part of
the country.
When I began developing nestbox trails three years
ago it was my intention to produce enough boxes in
as many local areas as possible. My goal is to gather
data on how well the bluebirds are doing in this
part of the state. I am located in extreme southeast
Alabama in an area known as the “wiregrass”, a
name given to the now rare type of ground cover
first encountered by settling pioneers. In the past
this area was known for its agricultural endeavors.
Both peanuts and cotton were, and still are, grown
across the region. Now as one drives across the area
the open fields are smaller and fewer in number. In
recent years the area has experienced an explosion
in development. Open fields and farms are rapidly
being converted into housing tracts and supersized
shopping complexes. One can only imagine how great
a loss of bluebird environment has taken place and
continues to be lost. It is under these conditions that I
decided to develop as many nest trails as possible and
monitor the populations.
My first trail was established on the university
campus where I am a biology instructor. The campus
is on the outskirts of the city limits and still in an
environment that is mostly rural. There are over
200 acres of which one third is open field. This is
bounded by two fields of cotton and peanuts. To the
front of the campus is a four-lane highway, to the
rear a large forested area. The entrance road divides
a large expanse (50 acres) into left and right fields.
Both fields are protected from the farm acreage
by a hedgerow of hardwood and conifer trees (see
photo 1). It is along this perimeter that I erected a
total of 12 nestboxes. It has been three years but
only two nesting seasons since the boxes were put
in place. My data for these two nesting seasons
shows a remarkable 85% occupancy for both years.
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Photo 1
Although I had to chase two flying squirrel families
and a few sparrows from some boxes the first year, I
did not see that repeat during the second season. Of
the ten boxes occupied during the first year, 43 eggs
were deposited during the first round of nesting.
This clutch of eggs produced 36 nestlings of which
27 fledged successfully. I was amazed at the success
so quickly attained! When I spoke with some of the
local farmers regarding past sightings of bluebirds,
many attested to the fact that they used to see quite
a number on their hay pasture land. Sadly they also
have verified my suspicions that with the increased
development of surrounding land they are not seeing
as many. Perhaps my initial success was a response
to the dire need of nesting sites. To further bolster
my confidence that I was providing for a group of
thankful birds, the successive nesting rate for that
season was also gratifying. Between 50 and 60% of the
boxes were re-nested a second, third, fourth time. I
was even surprised to find one box with a fifth clutch
of eggs in late September! I certainly am looking
forward to many more productive years from this
trail.
The second trail was developed in response to the
establishment of the first one. Many of my science
students have been introduced to the trail over the
past two years. In one case a young lady mentioned
that her grandfather had observed bluebirds on the
family property that was used to raise cattle. She also
mentioned that I might want to erect some boxes on
their property also. Wow, what an opportunity! My
initial visit to the acreage to determine the number
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late nineteenth century to the present time. Large
tracts of this land are open fields surrounded by
forested areas, perfect for bluebirds (see photo 3).
This time I built a different style box for the trail.
Because the public would be viewing the boxes
and to preserve the Victorian theme of the park I
chose the “chalet” type structure (photo 4). A total
of fifteen boxes was erected. In addition I created
an informational flyer that is made available next to
the demonstration box provided. I decided that if a
box were made available for the public to touch and
investigate they would be more likely to follow the
instructions in the flyer to “observe but not disturb”
the boxes on the trail. My hope is that many folks

Photo 2
and placement of boxes left me with a great sense
of excitement and expectancy. A total of 20 boxes
placed over 100 acres of pasture land soon became
my second trail (see photo 2). I decided to use the
standard NABS box design for this trail. My student
was so excited about the trail construction that she
assisted me in erecting the boxes and as time passed
would talk with me about the birds she would see. I
was content to know that I had at least one convert to
bluebird conservation thus far! Once again the birds
did not disappoint me in their endeavors. As a matter
of fact while erecting one box, a male and female
bluebird watched me from a local power line! Talk
about pressing the issue of needed housing! The first
nesting season was a huge success which supported
my assumptions that this area abounded in bluebirds.
Fifteen of the twenty boxes supported a nest with an
average of four eggs in the clutch. Better than 60% of
these eggs made it all the way to successful fledges!
Not bad for a first round event. The remainder of the
season was a repeat performance. By September this
nestbox trail had produced 65 fledglings! The young
lady’s grandfather was also very gratified to know
that his bluebirds were alive and well. He has dubbed
me the “birdman” and frequently asked when I will
be back.
The next two trails I want to tell you about are
very important to me. They represent a unique
opportunity to provide the public with the ability to
experience bluebirds. Recently I contacted two local
institutions having large tracts of land associated
with their establishments. My wish was to establish
trails and to make the public more aware of bluebird
populations. Landmark Park is a local heritage
park initiative created to preserve the natural and
cultural history of the “wiregrass” region of southeast
Alabama. There are 100 acres available for the public
to experience a living history of pioneering from the
Bluebird					

Photo 3
will catch the bluebird bug and develop an ethic for
conservation of this beautiful bird. Success of nesting
bluebirds has not been as great as the previous two
trails. I attribute this to two variables. Bluebirds have
not been in the area according to the local comments,
thus it will take a few seasons to coax them to nest
here. The fact that this is a public arena diminishes the
natural environment somewhat. Although most of the
time there are very few people on the grounds, there
are days when the park is full. This human presence
may have a detrimental effect. Time will tell as to how
successful the trail becomes.
The newest trail to be developed will receive
the “chalet” type boxes I have just completed.
The Dothan Area Botanical Gardens is a premier
collection of theme gardens representing the early
southern garden environments. The Gardens provide
educational activities, garden walks, and seasonal
activities for the public. The result of a lecture on
how to attract birds to your backyard using botanical
12					
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treats was an invitation to create a nestbox trail in the
gardens. Within the next two weeks and in plenty of
time before the nesting season I will erect 12 boxes on
the 50-acre open area of the gardens. There are many
open areas that are bordered by trees and shrub in
such a manner that the open areas are isolated from
each other. I am sure this will provide the needed
distance and isolation that bluebirds desire. I will
provide a demonstration box and accompanying
information flyer at this site as well. It is with high
hopes that the bluebird population is alive and well
and will manifest itself quickly. I am also hoping that
the general population will gain a greater knowledge
and appreciation for bluebirds and will become
involved in active citizen research to assure the
survival of the species.
These trails are only the beginning of my endeavors
to establish multiple opportunities for the bluebirds

in the wiregrass region. I have great hope that the
public will become educated and experience firsthand
the joy of bluebird science. A long range goal that I
anticipate from these trail experiences is to create a
NABS affiliate organization in the wiregrass region.
As long as we strive to provide adequate nesting
opportunities for the birds in concert with education
of the human population we go a long way toward
survival of the species.
Dr. Gary Manfready is a professor of biology at Troy
University Dothan Campus in Alabama. His interests in
ornithology have recently been focused on the status of
bluebirds in southeast Alabama known as the “wiregrass”
region. A strong advocate of public environmental
education, he presents workshops and informational
meetings on bluebirds and nestbox management to local
schools and organizations. He is a member of NABS and
The Alabama Ornithological Society.

Photo 4
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You Are What You Eat:
Dietary Nutrients Affect Immune Function and Parasite
Resistance of Nestling Mountain Bluebirds
Erin O’Brien

T

here are some nutrients that all animals
must get from their diet because their bodies
are unable to produce them. Carotenoids -pigments that are produced mainly by plants -- are
one such essential nutrient; these compounds have
important properties that allow animals to neutralize
harmful molecules produced by normal cell functions,
and that stimulate some forms of immunity.
Herbivorous insects ingest these plant carotenoids,
and insectivorous birds in turn obtain them from
their insect prey. However, different insects contain
different amounts of carotenoids, so depending on
what each bird eats, there can be differences in the
amount of carotenoids available to individuals even
within a single
population. For
rapidly growing
nestlings, the
amount of
carotenoids
available in the diet
may be especially
important: in
addition to
supporting rapid
development,
dietary nutrients
such as carotenoids
are needed to
boost the immune
system, which
may allow young
birds to resist
nest-dwelling
ectoparasites such
as fleas and blow fly larvae.
What we did:
In 2006, we studied the effect of ectoparasites and
dietary carotenoids on immune function and growth
of nestling Mountain Bluebirds by combining parasite
removal and carotenoid supplementation in 50
bluebird nests in central British Columbia, Canada.
To remove parasites, we heated nests in a microwave
oven (after first removing nestlings!). Nests were
heated every other day, from 3 until 13 days after
Bluebird					

hatching. During each nest visit, we also provided
nestlings with a small amount of carotenoids
(primarily lutein, a supplement that is readily
available in most health food stores) suspended in
sunflower oil. Control birds (the birds we used for
comparison) received sunflower oil only. We took a
number of measurements of nestlings during each
nest visit, which allowed us to determine rates of
growth as well as final size and condition of the
birds before they fledged. When nestlings were 8
days old, we measured their immune function using
a standardized test. Once a brood had fledged, we
collected the nest material and sifted through it to
determine the number of blow fly pupae present.
What we found:
Heated nests had
significantly fewer
blow flies than
control nests; in
fact, we did not
detect any pupae
in almost all of
the heated nests.
In comparison,
control nests had
anywhere from 1 to
55 pupae (average
= 26). This showed
that the microwave
treatment was
highly effective
at removing
ectoparasites
from nests.
Overall, carotenoid-supplemented broods showed
a significantly stronger immune response than nonsupplemented broods, which supports the general
importance of this nutrient for immunity.
The effect of carotenoid supplementation on rate
of mass gain depended on whether broods were
exposed to parasites: among parasitized broods, those
given supplemental carotenoids gained mass more
rapidly than non-supplemented broods, whereas
there was no effect of supplemental carotenoids on
14					

Spring 2009

growth of mass in broods that had parasites removed.
This suggests that extra carotenoids allowed nestling
bluebirds to compensate for the otherwise negative
effects of parasites on mass gain. For length of the
eighth primary wing feather at fledging, early and
late broods differed in their response to parasitism:
among broods that hatched early in the season,
parasitized nestlings had shorter feathers compared
to broods that had parasites removed, whereas
in late-hatching broods, parasitized nestlings had
longer feathers than nestlings raised in the absence
of parasites. We suggest that this may reflect withinseason differences in parasite-determined growth
strategies of nestling bluebirds: nestlings produced
early in the season preferentially grow structures
other than feathers when they are dealing with the
energy costs of parasites, whereas late nestlings focus
on growing feathers in the presence of ectoparasites,
perhaps allowing them to fledge from the nest sooner.
The condition of the attending female was positively
associated with mass, condition, and rate of
feather growth of offspring under all conditions,
showing that high-quality females generally
produce high-quality young. Interestingly,
condition of mothers also positively influenced
nestling immune function, but only in the absence
of parasites. This result showed that ectoparasites
may decrease the strength of the relationship
between female quality and offspring immunity.

between bluebirds and blow flies. In fact, nestlings
raised late in the season may benefit from the
presence of parasites, since this exposure appeared
to increase growth of flight feathers. Faster growth of
flight feathers late in the season may allow nestling
bluebirds to fledge at a younger age, giving them
more time to learn to forage independently. They may
also be better able to complete feather growth well
in advance of migration, which may be of particular
importance for bluebirds living at high latitudes (or
altitudes) with relatively short breeding seasons. Our
results do show, however, that there are some costs
of parasites which are influenced by diet quality
(specifically by dietary carotenoids). Since some
human activities involve reduction or removal of
insects that are considered pests, and some of these
insect pests (such as grasshoppers) are both important
prey for bluebirds and contain relatively high levels
of carotenoids, the costs to bluebirds of reducing these
prey populations may turn out to be more subtle than
simply reduced food availability.
This article is based on a scientific paper entitled, “Parasitemediated growth patterns and nutritional constraints in a
cavity-nesting bird”, published by Erin O’Brien and Dr.
Russell Dawson in the Journal of Animal Ecology (2008,
vol. 77, pgs. 127-134.). The authors are at the University of
Northern British Columbia and can be reached by email at
obriene@unbc.ca and dawsonr@unbc.ca.
Erin O’Brien is a doctoral candidate in Natural Resources
and Environmental Studies (Biology) at the University of
Northern British Columbia. She is working in Dr. Russell
Dawson’s avian ecology lab, studying life history strategies
of Mountain Bluebirds.

What does this mean for bluebirds?
Although the detection of ectoparasites such as
blow flies in nests of bluebirds may be disturbing
to the human observer, our results did not show
any resounding effects of parasite removal on
the size or condition of nestling bluebirds. This
indicates that these parasites are generally not
damaging to their bird hosts, which may not be
surprising given the long evolutionary association
Spring 2009					

15						Bluebird

The Industry Leader
Producers of Live Food Totally Pest Free!

ATTRACT WILD BIRDS
WITH MEALWORMS!
• Shipped only M-W to guarantee
live delivery
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• Order 24 hours a day
15% ADll NABS
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• Door to Door Service
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M
Free Brochure on Request

1-800-318-2611 • FAX (513) 738-4667
info@thenaturesway.com
P.O. Box 188, Ross, OH 45061-0188
www.thenaturesway.com
“Feeding live insects to the wild birds in my yard has helped
me build a special bond with individual birds.”
–Julie Zickefoose
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Notice of Election at Nabs Annual Meeting - September 12, 2009

T

he NABS Nominating Committee has nominated the following names and with the approval
of the Board, this slate is hereby duly presented as the regular ticket.

President

Jonathan Ridgeway

First Vice President for Affiliate Relations

Brian Swanson

Second Vice President for Community Relations
Treasurer

Greg Beavers

Secretary

Lynne Ridgeway

Directors
		
		

Bob Benson 		
Bernie Daniel
Dan Sparks		

Phil Berry 		
Walter Mugdan
Anne Sturm 		

Sherry Linn

Barbara Chambers Tom Comfort
Terry Neumyer
John Schuster
Bet Zimmerman

For procedural reasons this list includes the names of all Board Members who are seeking to
continue their service, regardless of whether or not their terms may be expired.
Article VIII, paragraph 3 of the current adopted NABS Bylaws specifies that, in addition to
candidates selected by the nominating committee, names may also be submitted for the ballot by
letter to the nominating committee at least 90 days in advance of the election and consent of the
nominee must have been previously obtained. According to this specification, the deadline for
nominations to be received this year is June 14.
If you do not plan to attend the 2009 NABS Annual Meeting in Pennsylvania and want to exercise
your right to vote in the election, hand written, typed or printed absentee ballot may be submitted
naming the candidates you care to vote for, or if you prefer, you can simply say you vote for the
whole slate. Your absentee ballot should be posted by the beginning of August to be sure they are
received in time for the election.

Notice of Proposed Bylaws Revisions

A

rticle XIII - Amendments, paragraph 1 specifies that, “The Constitution and Bylaws of the
Society may be amended at any annual meeting by two thirds (2/3) vote of the members
present.” Paragraph 2 specifies “Any member of the Society may propose amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Society. Proposed amendments shall be submitted to the President
accompanied by an explanation for requesting the change(s).” Pursuant to these specifications,
the members of the NABS Bylaws Committee and the Board of Directors as members of the
Society are proposing to repeal all previously adopted Constitution and Bylaws, including all
amendments and appendixes thereto and any other authorizing documents which may exist, and
to adopt a new set of Bylaws to supercede them and constitute the only valid NABS authorizing
documents.
More details about this proposal may be found in the message “From the President” in this issue.
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One Giant Leap for a Prothonotary Warbler

A

Bob Peak

s every experienced birder knows, it requires
a combination of timing, patience, and a
good deal of luck to see baby birds fledge
from a nestbox. Many people have sat for hours,
watching intensely and waiting patiently for that
special moment, only to find that it was not quite the
right time for the birds. Although my wife and I have
19 years of experience as monitors and caretakers
of bluebird nestboxes---boxes that have been the
natal nest sites for seven different cavity-nesting
species and over 20,000 fledglings---we have been
eyewitnesses to only a handful of “first flights,”
and all of those occurrences have involved Eastern
Bluebirds.
As a result, on July 9, 2008, I had a full appreciation
for my good fortune to be in the right place, at the
right time, as I experienced a rare and precious
moment: the fledging of a young Prothonotary
Warbler from a nestbox. The Prothonotary Warbler
(scientific name
Protonotaria citrea;
alpha code-PROW)
is the only cavitynesting warbler in
the eastern United
States---Lucy’s
Warbler is the only
other warbler that
selects cavities as
nest sites---and
in full sun and
breeding plumage,
there are very few birds more vividly yellow. Fittingly,
the Prothonotary’s common name is believed to be
attributable to Catholic Church officials who wore
golden robes, while the species name, citrea, refers to
the lemon color of the bird.
Although the Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis)
population has rebounded to the point that many
biologists now classify it as a species of least concern,
Prothonotary Warblers have been designated by
the group Partners in Flight as “Threatened and
Declining.” In Canada, the sole breeding population
of this magnificent warbler has dropped by at least
75%, and the bird is now listed as Endangered in that
country. In the United States, the National Audubon
Society has placed the Prothonotary Warbler in its
WatchList “yellow” category, which includes species
that are a national conservation concern because they
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are either rare or declining. Loss of habitat has been
the primary stumbling block for this beautiful bird,
but flooding, depredation, and competition with
other cavity nesters have also been negative factors
affecting its future survival. Fortunately, it is a species
that will accept manmade nestboxes.
Since we had developed an awareness of the
Prothonotary’s decline and its precarious conservation
status, in mid-May, 2009, my wife and I were
thrilled to hear a male PROW singing around our
Lake Barkley State Resort Park campsite in western
Kentucky. Day after day, the male sang his heart out,
and we were hopeful that he would be successful in
attracting a female Prothonotary to our immediate
area. The suitor was decked out in his beautiful,
bright yellow breeding plumage, and he moved from
limb to limb, singing his clear, high-pitched ascending
song, “sweet-sweet-sweet-sweet-sweet-sweet-sweet!”
Inspired by his
determined,
daylong song,
we provided an
added incentive
for his would-be
mate by attaching
one of our wooden
bluebird nestboxes
to the aluminum
ladder that is
connected to
the back of our
recreational vehicle. Although it took a number of
days, to our surprise and delight, a female PROW
eventually gravitated to the area and readily accepted
the nestbox. Since the campsite is located about 100
yards from the bank of Lake Barkley, a 58,000-acre
manmade lake in western Kentucky and Tennessee,
her approval seemed to confirm the species’ proclivity
for nest sites positioned relatively close to water.
Within a brief time, the female Prothonotary began
tearing bark strips off nearby cedar trees to make the
base material for her nest. It was intriguing to watch
her tug repeatedly at the shaggy bark strips to remove
them from the tree, and it was just as interesting to
observe her maneuvers as she wrestled the strips
into the nestbox entrance hole. She seemed to make
countless trips back and forth as she diligently
constructed the nest. While she added nest material,
the male PROW remained close at hand, moving
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from tree to tree, periodically singing his song of
inspiration and keeping a close watch over her.
Unlike our typical monitoring routine for the
nestboxes on our “official” bluebird trails---which
involves keeping on the move and taking little time
to scrutinize the birds’ activities at individual boxes--we simply tried to enjoy the special situation at our
campsite and watch the Prothonotaries’ behavior
around the RV nestbox. A few days later, when we
left the RV on-site and returned to our hometown,
the nest was still under construction. Upon our
return to the campground a couple of weeks later, we
discovered that the female PROW had laid her second
cream-colored, oval egg, and each egg had reddish
brown speckles and blotches scattered over its
surface. In subsequent days, she laid two additional
eggs of similar coloring and marking. Within two
weeks, three of the eggs had hatched, and we had an
opportunity to watch the parents bring insects to the
nestlings and carry fecal sacs away from the nest site.
When the nestlings were old enough, and I was
confident that both parents were off in the woods
hunting insects, I opened the nestbox and removed
the unhatched egg. Of course, the nestlings hunkered
down during my inspection of the nest, and I had no
problem removing the egg. At first glance, the egg
appeared to be normal, but closer inspection revealed
the fact that it actually had an “extra” eggshell
covering half of it. Apparently, before an adult PROW
could remove all of the eggshell pieces from the nest,
when one of the hatchlings had emerged, half of its
eggshell had been jostled around until it partially
encapsulated the unhatched egg. The half-eggshell
had been a nearly perfect fit, and it had adhered to
the outside of the unhatched egg, thereby dooming
the baby bird inside it. We have observed this nesting
quirk of fate with bluebird eggs, but we had never
encountered the phenomenon with the eggs of
Prothonotary Warblers.
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During the ensuing days, the adult birds frequently
carried the fecal sacs through the woods until
completely out of sight, and in a short while, each
returned with an insect to feed another nestling.
Surprisingly, the adult birds seemed to be highly
tolerant of our presence, and we were able to sit less
than ten feet from the nestbox and converse with one
another. In fact, when departing the nestbox, the birds
would often zip by within inches of our heads as we
sat in our lawn chairs. The nestlings grew rapidly, and
within another two weeks, the babies appeared to be
poised for fledging.

At that time, we were spending our days in the field
monitoring our other 200+ nestboxes, and during our
absence one morning, two of the baby Prothonotaries
fledged. We spent the remainder of that day at our
campsite, and in the late afternoon, I observed an
adult PROW perched in a nearby tree with an insect
in its beak, calling to the remaining nestling. Since
it appeared to be enticing the baby bird to take the
plunge and make its way into the world, I decided
to watch. Suddenly, with no prior warning, the baby
Prothonotary leaped from the nestbox and made a
compromised flight to the ground, a few feet from
the nestbox. Judging by its shortened flight, I thought
that perhaps it was not quite ready for the dangers
that lurked around it, so I scooped it up and placed
it back in the nestbox. As you might suspect, within
minutes, the baby bird popped out of the nestbox
again in an almost identical flight pattern. This time,
I decided to let Nature take its course, and I was both
surprised and elated when I observed the fledgling
quickly move to a brush pile beside the campsite.
From the base of the pile, it quickly moved from
stick to stick until it reached the uppermost limits
of the pile, and then it flew less than a foot to a leafy
limb of a small sapling. Within a few seconds, an
adult PROW flew to the fledgling and delivered an
insect, as if to reward the young bird for its successful
leap of faith and rapid climb to safety. The fledgling
tried to hide from me behind the leaves of the small
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sapling, and due to its drab, camouflaged coloration
and self-protective posture, had I not witnessed its
fledging and movements to the spot it occupied, I
don’t think I would have detected the well-hidden
bird in the foliage. I continued watching the parent
bird bring insects to the fledgling, and periodically,
the juvenile bird would flutter its wings and climb to
ever greater heights, until it reached the upper limits
of the sapling. It then transferred to a taller sapling,
and then another, and at that point in the day, even
though it was less than 20 feet away, the light levels
were so low that I could no longer detect the juvenile
in the greenery above me.
Of course, the parent bird had continued feeding
the juvenile during its gradual ascension to a safe
place, and although I did not observe them, I feel
confident that the other two fledglings received
similar encouragement and comparable nourishment.
The next morning, I tried to find the recently fledged
juvenile and the adult prothonotary, but neither of the
birds was in sight. As I reflected on my good fortune,
I could not help but ponder the fact that had I not
been present at the opportune moment, I would have
missed one of the most mesmerizing and memorable
moments in nature. I am hopeful that some day I will

be fortunate enough to witness another remarkable
and unforgettable fledging of the extraordinary
golden-yellow jewel of the North American bird
world.

Bob Peak and his wife, Judy, are retired public school
teachers who monitor and manage 235 bluebird nestboxes
in western Kentucky at Land Between the Lakes National
Recreation Area, Lake Barkley State Resort Park, and
John James Audubon State Park. Bob and Judy reside in
Henderson, Kentucky, and they have been members of
NABS since 1990.

North American Bluebird Society Awards 2009
Do you know of an individual, group, or business that deserves to be recognized for
their outstanding contributions to bluebird conservation? If so, we want to hear
from you! Please submit a NABS award nomination form by June 30, 2009. The 2009
Awards will be presented during the 2009 NABS Convention, in conjunction with the
Pennsylvania Bluebird Society in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, September 9 - 13, 2009.
Visit the NABS website (www.nabluebirdsociety.org) to complete the nomination form
online, or download a copy to fill out and mail to us.
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The First Bluebird of Spring
A wintry blast ( could it be the last? )
enshrouds the land in greys Still, I walk my path, despite the wrath
of March’s dwindling days.
Such a fleeting thing, this early Spring I fear my hopes will fail
for sunny days, with warming rays,
along my well-worn trail.
But then my eyes, to my surprise
detect a brighter hue…
I glance to see, in yonder tree,
My welcome friend so blue!
I’ve waited long to hear your songYou lift my spirits high!
And now I know, tho’ north winds blow,
that Spring, at last, is nigh!

— by Bob Tamm
Muskego, Wisconsin
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Cowbirds and Unsuspecting Cavity Nesters
Patrick Ready

I

n a recent issue of the Bluebird journal I read with
interest an article about Brown-headed Cowbirds
predating on cavity nesters. The article’s final
conclusion was that cowbirds don’t lay eggs in nests
of cavity-nesting species. My own experiences from
my trails in 2008 proved the contrary.

Bird Treaty Act, the same one that protects bluebirds
and all native songbirds. Removing eggs is illegal.
One week later when I returned the cowbird was a
monster compared to the chickadees. One chickadee
egg did not hatch but I’m not sure if the cowbird egg
was the cause.

Let’s go back a few years. My friend Jack Bartholmai
from Beaver Dam, Wisconsin sent me some photos
he took of a pair of adult Eastern Bluebirds feeding
a young cowbird chick on the ground. Jack included
nestbox photos and some record information. He was
checking his trail when he discovered the cowbird
egg inside. He decided
to leave it and see
what would happen.
It didn’t take long
before the cowbird
chick was hatched and
begging for food. I ran
the photos and a short
article in the Wisconsin
Bluebird newsletter in
the fall of 2006.

Returning a week later I discovered the cowbird had
already fledged. There were four chickadees inside
the nest but two were further developed than the
others. The two advanced birds weren’t too far from
fledging. After waiting two more days I checked
the box again and found only the two runts left in
the box. The adult
chickadees hadn’t
abandoned their young
and diligently kept
feeding until all were
fledged.

One month later
while checking my
trail at Lake Kegonsa
State Park I opened a
Peterson box that had
After the article ran,
a pair of bluebirds
I started getting calls
nesting. There were
and emails from other
three nice light blue
bluebirders who were
eggs and incubation
experiencing the
was about to start. The
same thing in recent
next time I checked
years. I asked them if
the box there was a
they knew what had
cowbird egg in with
changed. Some thought
the three bluebird eggs.
it may have been due
Once again I chose not
to using nestboxes with
to mess with Mother
the oval hole entrance.
Nature and let it be.
But this didn’t apply
Since cowbirds hatch
to everyone as others
sooner and take over
had boxes with the
dominance in the box
standard 1-1/2” round
I decided to monitor
entrance.
this box more often
than my once per
In May of last season
Top: Brown-headed Cowbird egg in Eastern Bluebird nest (Pat Ready). week routine. The
Bottom: Cowbird chick in bluebird nest (Jack Bartholmai)
I was checking some
bluebird hen didn’t
nestboxes and opened
try to remove the
a Peterson box I knew had Black-capped Chickadees
egg either. She rotated the eggs and incubated them
nesting. To my surprise I found one cowbird egg in
all. The cowbird chick did hatch a few days earlier
with four chickadee eggs. I decided to leave the egg
as expected and was further developed than the
and watch the box closely to see what took place.
bluebirds. To my surprise the cowbird chick was gone
Cowbirds are legally protected by the Migratory
on about the 10th day following hatching. I couldn’t
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see the chick near the
box nor did I see any
adults around. Had it
fledged already? Or did
it get ousted by one of
the adults because it
was too aggressive?

found that when they
removed the cowbird
egg from a host nest
the hen cowbird was
more likely to return
and retaliate against
the host species by
destroying their eggs
or killing their chicks.
This is another reason
why I didn’t remove
the squatter’s eggs from
the two nests in my
experiences.

Several days passed. I
checked the box again
and there were only
two bluebird chicks left.
One had disappeared.
All appeared healthy
to me on my previous
visit. Had the female
cowbird returned and
discovered her chick
missing and removed
one of the bluebird
chicks in retaliation?

Many bluebirders may
want to treat cowbirds
the same as House
Sparrows, an alien
invasive species bent on
harming bluebirds and
other cavity nesters.
We must remember
though that cowbirds
are native birds and
won’t completely
disrupt the nesting
cycle of cavity nesters,
as I discovered from
my experience. There’s
probably a good chance
that cowbirds won’t
return and retaliate
against the host birds
and their young but
cavity nesters have
to learn to deal with
this unusual species
on their own without
human interference.

The two bluebird
chicks did eventually
fledge form that nest.
But a strange thing
happened at another
nestbox 100 yards
away. It had four
healthy bluebird chicks
in it and one of them
disappeared at about
the 7 day old stage.
This wasn’t a nestbox
predated by cowbirds
but was in the general
area of the park where
the other box was. Did
the cowbird retaliate on
this nest for no reason?
A lot of questions were
coming up and answers
were nowhere to be
found.
Top: Cowbird chick begging with bluebirds (Pat Ready).

I wish all of you happy
trails and a wonderful
bluebirding season in
2009, hopefully one
free of cowbirds.

I recall reading an
Middle: Bluebirds feeding cowbird fledgling (Jack Bartholmai).
Bottom: Cowbird fledgling (Jack Bartholmai).
article in a birding
magazine a few
Patrick Ready is the
years back that researchers from Southern Illinois
editor of Wisconsin Bluebird, is a member of NABS, and
and Florida universities studied cowbirds and their
has been a trail boss of 100 nestboxes for seven years. He
predation on Yellow Warblers. The researchers
lives in Stoughton, Wisconsin.
Spring 2009					
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Research Review

A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity-nesters
Scott W. Gillihan

How does human activity affect bluebird nesting?

These researchers wanted to know if bluebirds
change their behavior due to human disturbance
near the nest, and whether this affected the nestlings.
They monitored adult bluebird activity and nestling
growth at nestboxes with different amounts of human
disturbance. At one end of the spectrum, they had
nestboxes in national parks and other protected areas
with very little human activity. At the other extreme,
they had boxes in areas such as college campuses
with a lot of human activity. They had other boxes in
areas with intermediate levels of human activity.
They found that, when human disturbance is high,
adult bluebirds were every bit as diligent about
feeding and caring for their nestlings, and the
nestlings grew at the same rate as their cousins in
areas with low levels of human activity. However,
in the high-activity areas, the adults spent less time
preening and resting. This lack of self-maintenance
could take its toll on the adults, and they might die
sooner or place those birds at a disadvantage in the
competition for future mates or nesting sites.
The researchers suggest that nestboxes be placed in
areas with low or moderate levels of human activity,
especially where humans will stay at least 10 yards
from the boxes.
C.R. Kight and J.P. Swaddle. 2007. Associations of
Anthropogenic Activity and Disturbance with Fitness
Metrics of Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis). Biological
Conservation 138:189-197.

Does handling nestlings affect their health?

Handling very young mammals is stressful and can
harm their health. But the effect of handling nestling
birds has rarely been studied. The authors of this
study handled American Kestrel and European
Starling nestlings for 15 minutes per day. They
compared the birds’ growth and their immune
systems with those of birds that were not handled. In
addition, the researchers brought some nestlings into
the lab for 24 hours (they were kept in comfortable
conditions and provided plenty of food and water).
This 24 hours of captivity, while not harmful, was
more stressful than simply handling the animals.
Bluebird					

As it turns out, handling the birds had no effect
on their immune systems—the birds that were
handled were just as healthy as the birds that were
not handled. The handling had no effect on the
birds’ growth, either. However, bringing birds into
the lab for 24 hours did temporarily weaken their
immune systems, as you might expect given the more
stressful nature of captivity. The good news for folks
monitoring the nestboxes of bluebirds and other
cavity nesters is that the activity does not appear to
cause harm to the nestlings.
M.W. Butler and A.M. Dufty, Jr. 2007. Nestling
Immunocompetence is Affected by Captivity but not
Investigator Handling. The Condor 109:920-928.

Why would a female bluebird adopt another
bluebird’s offspring?

Bluebirds are attentive and devoted parents, but
that care is directed toward their own offspring. The
adoption of offspring produced by another parent is
so uncommon that researchers call it “reproductive
error”. Two scientists studying a small population
of color-banded Eastern Bluebirds observed a
case of adoption: A female (called F1) whose mate
disappeared and whose nest fledged just two
young (two other nestlings died and two eggs went
unhatched), started visiting a nearby nest from which
the female had disappeared—the male (“M4”) was
attempting to care for the nestlings on his own. The
“replacement mom” started feeding the nestlings and
defending the nest. After those nestlings fledged, F1
and M4 nested and successfully raised three young.
The researchers put forth three possible explanations
for the willingness of F1 to take over the care of the
nestlings:
1) S
 he may have been related to M4’s original mate, so
she was caring for (distant) relatives.
2) B
 ecause she had lost most of her own brood, and
the young in M4’s nest were about the same age as
her own, the nestlings’ begging behaviors may have
triggered her parental instincts.
3) S
 he may have been demonstrating her parental
abilities to M4 in order to win him over as her new
mate.
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The researchers concluded that the third explanation
was the most likely. Female F1 was ensuring her
ability to successfully raise a brood by pairing up
with M4, who had demonstrated his ability to raise
young and defend a good nest site.
D.P. Wetzel and C.R. Chandler. 2008. Adoption: Adaptation
or Reproductive Error in Eastern Bluebirds? The Wilson
Journal of Ornithology 120:419-422.

Can bluebirds smell predators?

For many years, it was believed that most birds
(except for scavenging birds such as vultures) had
a poorly developed sense of smell. However, recent
research has shown that a keen sense of smell may not
be so uncommon among birds after all. The authors of
this study wanted to test whether bluebirds will avoid
nestboxes that contain the scent of two common nest
predators: the black rat snake and the deer mouse.

Birds that nest in surburban areas face challenges of
disturbance, non-native plants, non-native animals,
vehicular traffic, and so on. But birds that nest in
undeveloped areas face their own challenges, too,
including more predators. So which area is a better
place to build a nest and raise a family?

In the first year of the study, they placed rat snakes in
a cage lined with paper. After 24 hours, they cut the
paper into small pieces (6 cm2, or about 1 in2), which
they placed in 21 nestboxes; they placed a similarsized piece of unscented paper in 21 other nestboxes
for comparison. They repeated the test in the second
year of their study, but this time with deer mousescented paper in half the boxes and unscented paper
in the other half.

Researchers monitored House Wrens using nestboxes
placed in rural areas and suburban areas of the
Washington, DC – Baltimore, MD area. They found
no difference in average date of clutch initiation or
clutch size. However, compared to rural parents,
suburban parents fed their young more often during
the first few days after hatching and spent less time
brooding. Also, suburban nestlings weighed less and
were smaller overall than rural nestlings. Suburban
nests were more successful, though, because they had
much lower rates of loss due to predators.

The bluebirds showed no preference for either
scented or unscented boxes—they nested in them
in equal numbers. Two possible explanations: 1)
Bluebirds cannot smell these predators; 2) Bluebirds
can smell these predators, but they haven’t learned
about the dangers they present. One way to
unravel this knot would be to study the nesting of
color-marked bluebirds long enough to identify
individuals that lose a nest to snakes or mice, then
test those individual birds to see if they avoid scented
nestboxes.

The researchers explained their findings by noting
that insects in suburban areas are, on average, smaller
than insects in rural areas. This would explain why
the suburban parents needed to make more feeding
trips, and had less time available for brooding. When
parents spend less time brooding, nestlings may grow
more slowly, which is why the suburban nestlings
were smaller. The suburbs provide some protection,
as some predators such as snakes either find the
suburbs not to their liking or they are controlled by
homeowners.

R.D. Godard, B.B. Bowers, and C.M. Wilson. 2007. Eastern
Bluebirds Sialia sialis do not Avoid Nest Boxes with
Chemical Cues from Two Common Nest Predators. Journal
of Avian Biology 38:128-131.

City Wren vs. Country Wren: Who is more
successful at nesting?

So the question of which area is better for nesting
is not clear-cut: Overall, rural wrens produce fewer
but larger youngster; suburban wrens produce more
young but they’re smaller.
M.J. Newhouse, P.P. Marra, and L.S. Johnson. 2008.
Reproductive Success of House Wrens in Suburban and
Rural Landscapes. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology
120:99-104.
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Another species for the list of cavity-nesters

Despite more than a century of field study of North
American birds, new information about avian natural
history continues to surprise us. A researcher working
in Ontario, Canada recently documented the use
of tree cavities for nesting by Black-throated Green
Warblers, a species that ordinarily builds its open-cup
nests on tree limbs or in shrubs. Three of the nests
were placed in shallow feeding cavities made by
Pileated Woodpeckers, and the fourth was in a sugar
maple borer scar. It is not known how common this
behavior is, but this finding reinforces the importance
of dead and dying trees in our forests.
D.C. Tozer. 2008. Nests of Black-throated Green Warblers in
Tree Cavities. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 120:409412.
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A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution
Blue Diamond Level (at least $5,000)
Anonymous
Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Droll Yankees
George Petrides
Wild Bird Centers
								
of America

Wild Birds Unlimited

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nature’s Way

Sunshine Mealworms

Texas Bluebird Society

Ellis Bird Farm

Anonymous

Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project

Grubco

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

North Carolina Bluebird Society

Indiana Bluebird Society 		
					

Virginia Bluebird Society

Southern Interior		
Bluebird Trail Society

Bluebird					

New York State Bluebird Society

Southern California Bluebird Club
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society
The North American Bluebird Society serves as
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management
and education on behalf of all bluebirds and
other native cavity-nesting species. NABS
invites all state, provincial, and regional bluebird
organizations to become NABS affiliates in a
confederation of equals all working together
toward a common goal, a further partnership
in international bluebird conservation. No cost
is associated with affiliating with NABS. Your
Alberta
Calgary Area Bluebird Trail Monitors
George Loades
167 Canterbury Dr, SW
Calgary, AB T2W-1H3 - CANADA
bluebird@creb.com
Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
PO Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403.885.4477
403.887.5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca
Mountain Bluebird Trails
Conservation Society
Gwen Tietz
PO Box 401 Stn Main
Lethbridge, AB T1K-3Z1 - CANADA
403.553.2780
mtnblue@telus.net

affiliated organization will be recognized and
listed on the NABS web site and in Bluebird.
If your organization has a newsletter, please
forward a copy to our headquarters. To find out
more about becoming a NABS affiliate, read our
Affiliate Letter. Notice: If you are listed below,
please check listing to see if it is current. If not,
please contact web@nabluebirdsociety.org with
correct information.

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Jim Janssen
83 Forfar Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479.855.4451
J-G_Janssen@sbcglobal.net
British Columbia
Southern Interior Bluebird Trail
Society
Sherry Linn
18588 Old Richter Pass Rd
Osoyoos, BC V0H-1V5 -CANADA
250.495.7891
goldstrm@vip.net
www.bcbluebirds.org
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California
California Bluebird Recovery
Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA 95014
408.257.6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org
Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720.482.8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303.973.9530
303.973.1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/bluebird.htm
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Florida
Florida Bluebird Society
Bill Pennewill
P.O. Box 1086
Penney Farms, FL 32079
floridabluebirds@yahoo.com
www.floridabluebirds.com

Iowa
Johnson County Songbird Project
Jim Walters
1033 E Washington
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
319.466.1134
james-walters@uiowa.edu

Idaho
Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E
Blackfoot, ID 83221
208.782.9676

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
PO Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712.624.9433 h
712.527.9685w
jgetter@hotmail.com

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67 Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208.838.2431
fowest@custertel.net
Illinois
Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815.947.2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.naturalareaguardians.org
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Loren Hughes
1234 Tucker Beach Rd
Paris, IL 61944
217.463.7175
lghughes@joink.com
Indiana
Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
PO Box 134
Rensselaer, IN 47978-0134
219.866.3081
ibs@indianabluebirdsociety.org
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org
The Brown County Bluebird Club
Dan Sparks
PO Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812.988.1876
360.361.3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com

Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515.836.4579
jaclynhill@netins.net
Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Philip Tamplin, Jr.
PO Box 3425
Paducah, KY 42002
502.895.4737
kbsnews@yahoo.com
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs
Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Evelyn Cooper
1222 Cook Rd
Delhi, LA 71232
318.878.3210
emcooper@bayou.com
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
Joseph F. Gray
35 Schooner Street #103
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207.563.3578
joecar@gwi.net
www.midcoastaudubon.org
Manitoba
Friends of the Bluebirds
Barry Danard
PO Box 569
Killarney, MB R0K 1G0 - CANADA
204.523.8258
jbdanard@mts.net
www.mts.net/~jbdanard/index.html

American Bird Conservation Assoc.
Merlin Lehman
60026 CR 35
Middlebury, IN 46540
574.825.8739
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Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Kathy Kremnitzer
19305 Deer Path
Knoxville, MD 21758
301.662.7818
Griffin459@myactv.net
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org
Massachusetts
Massachusetts Bluebird Association
Henry R. Denton
726 Montgomery Road
Westfield, MA 01085-1090
413.562.0926
daltd9@msn.com
www.massbluebird.org
Michigan
Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
PO Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734.663.9746
810.736.8713 f
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org
Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
Lance Krog
22035 Penn Ave
Lakeville, MN 55044
952.469.2054
lancek@frontiernet.net
www.bbrp.org
Missouri
Missouri Bluebird Society
Jack Dodson
3926 Old Hwy 179
Jefferson City, MO 65109
573.636.3313w
jackdodson@missouribluebird.org
www.missouribluebird.org
Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Johnny Hanna
P.O. Box 14
Wapiti, WY 82450
307.587.7064

president@mountainbluebirdtrails.com

www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com
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Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@prodigy.net
www.bbne.org
New Hampshire
NH Bluebird Conspiracy
Bruce Burdett
5 Upper Bay Rd
Sunapee, NH 03782-2330
603.763.5705
blueburd@verizon.net
New York
NY State Bluebird Society
John Ruska
3149 Witaker Road
Fredonia, NY 14063
716.679.9676
ruskhill@adelphia.net
www.nysbs.org
Orleans Bluebird Society
Dennis Colton
10967 Ridge Road
Medina, NY 14103
585.798.4957
dcolton001@rochester.rr.com
Schoharie County Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 West Richmondville Rd
Richmondville NY 12149
518.294.7196
bernerkl@cobleskill.edu
North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Helen S. Munro
22 Bobolink Road
Jackson Springs, NC 27281
910.673.6936
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org
Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
Bernie Daniel
9211 Solon Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45242
513.706.3789
ohiobluebird@acninc.net
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org

Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918.806.2489
sialia@worldnet.att.net
Ontario
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brandt Place
Cambridge , ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519.620.0744
info@billreadsbooks.com
www.oebs.ca
Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
PO Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com
Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of PA
Kathy Clark
PO Box 756
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756
717.695.0700
KCBSP@aol.com
www.thebsp.org
Purple Martin Conservation Assoc.
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org
Tennessee
Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423.346.3911
tnbt@comcast.net

Virginia
Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540.373.4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org
Washington
Cascadia Bluebird & Purple Martin
Society
Michael Pietro
3015 Squalicum Pkwy #250
Bellingham, WA 98225
360.738.2153
mmpietro@hinet.org
West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
PO Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304.876.1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org
Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715.344.0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org
Bluebird Restoration Assoc of
Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
1210 Oakwood Ct
Stoughton, WI 53589
608.873.1703
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org
Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
14953 State Rd. 23
Darlington, WI 53530-9324

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
PO Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
512.268.5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
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Renew Today! Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Date _________________
o New Membership o Renewal

o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________ for:

o 1 Year o 2 Years o 3 Years o 4 Years			
			Household
Single Person
Subscribing		
o $30		
o $20			
Supporting		 o $50		
o $40
Contributing		
o $85		
o $75			
Guardian		 o $110		
o $100
Life			
o $500		
o $500			
Organization		
Small Business		
Corporation		

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State / Province: ______

ZIP: ______________________

o $50					Phone: __________________________________________
o $50
o $125					Email: __________________________________________

Additional Donation
o $30 o $50 o Other __________
o “Friend of NABS” for current calendar year (does not include quarterly Bluebird) $15
o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa o MasterCard
Card #__________________________________
Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________
Expiry: ________ Signature: ______________________________

North American Bluebird Society
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We do not share or sell NABS’s membership list.
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subscription to Bluebird, the quarterly journal. The
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Payment must be in U.S. funds.
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