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The plans are in place, the speakers are set, and the field trips
are planned. The Pennsylvania Affiliate has been hard at work
making all of the arrangements for a memorable NABS 2009
in September. By the time you read this newsletter, all of the
convention details including the registration form will be on the
NABS website at www.nabluebirdsociety.org. The home base
for the meeting is the Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey which is
actually in Grantville PA., halfway between the two cities. The
price is right for the rooms at $83 per night.
Registration will begin late afternoon on Wednesday, September
9, with the first tours leaving early the next morning. One of
those first tours is to Hawk Mountain, about an hour away from
our hotel. The committee has lined up an array of great speakers.
Clay and Pat Sutton from Cape May, New Jersey will present
“How to Spot Hawks and Eagles, Raptors in Time and Space”.
These well-known birder/naturalists are popular attractions
wherever they appear. Also on the program is NABS director,
Dick Tuttle, speaking on, “The Beaver Hypothesis: Bluebirding
before the 17th Century”. The formal program continues through
the banquet on Saturday evening. There will be one more tour on
Sunday morning to close out the conference.
I really appreciate it when Affiliates invite me to their annual
meetings. My wife and I have been regular attendees in New
York and Pennsylvania where we have been members for many
years. With the restart of Maryland, we have been to a couple
of their events. A few months ago I had the opportunity of
attending Missouri’s annual meeting. They are one of our newer
Affiliates.They hosted a very interesting program; one of the
highlights was a presentation by their president, Jack Dodson, on
how to grow your own mealworms, complete with mealworms
in all stages.
Have you ever been to Niagara Falls? If you’ve been, would you
like to go back? If so, your chance is coming in September 2010
when the Ontario Affiliate will be hosting the NABS convention.
If you would like a preview, Ontario is hosting their annual
meeting March 14th in Burlington, Ontario. Looking to the west,
Montana is having their 35th anniversary bash this June 12-14
in Great Falls. You can find both of these events on the NABS
website calendar and on each Affiliate’s website. These are the
two upcoming Affiliate events that I have heard about. Please
send me your annual meeting information so that we can post it
on the NABS website and publicize in places like this column.
Please remember to make your nestboxes into roost boxes for the
winter and repair them for the new season.
Brian Swanson
NABS Vice President for Affiliate Relations
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From the President
Jonathan Ridgeway

Greetings of peace I have felt like I have been on a carousel since I
became President of NABS. Sometime it spins faster
and thankfully, sometime it spins slower, but it never
seems to stop. There is always a long list of overdue
needs that require a lot of attention and effort, in
addition to an ever growing array of new ideas about
things to do and projects to begin.
In case anyone who reads this might not be aware
of it, trying to effectively operate and administer
a nonprofit volunteer organization of nearly 2,500
members all over the United States and Canada is not
as easy as it looks. Our officers, other Board members,
and committee chairmen and women face great
challenges, one after the other. Customer satisfaction
and advancement of our mission statement,
preserving and promoting bluebirds and other native
cavity nesting birds, are our only rewards but they are
plenty. I am not the only one on the NABS Board who
has a full plate but I will only write here about the
view from where I sit, actively practicing all five of
the basic principles of management, to plan, budget,
staff, implement, and follow up. I will begin with the
functions of staffing.
A few days after our last journal issue was posted I
received a communication from Jimmy Dodson that
gave me some mixed emotions. On behalf of all of us,
I extend our heartfelt congratulations to him that his
master’s degree project and his professional career
are progressing so well but it causes me sadness and
disappointment to report to our readers that they
take so much of his attention that he felt compelled to
resign from his position Chair of the NABS Speakers
Bureau. Jimmy has been a loyal supporter, a source of
encouragement and a good friend since I joined the
Board two years ago and I was especially grateful for
the generous remarks he wrote. “I am confident in
the steps and directions in which we are progressing.
I believe Dr. Zeleny would also be pleased with the
progress and revitalization efforts.”
We have nothing but esteem, gratitude and best
wishes for Jimmy in all of his future endeavors. In his
own words, “being a life member, [he] will not be far
away.” It will not surprise me if he is willing to return
to a position of leadership when his schedule becomes
less constrained. Originally, Jimmy said he was
resigning as a member of our Board as well so I felt
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relieved that I was able to convince him to continue in
that capacity for the remainder of his term.
The Speakers Bureau has always been a strong suit
for NABS, probably our most personal educational
activity. Finding someone able and enthusiastic to fill
this position will be a formidable challenge and here
I am again writing to you with the same plea I have
made before, that we need more help. As you read
these words, I most respectfully ask you to consider
whether you might be willing to take it on. And while
you are thinking about it, if this assignment seems
beyond what you may feel ready to do, there are
many other needs we have that are just as important
yet less demanding. I sincerely urge you to contact
me personally, or any of our other Board members,
to discuss what kind of effort for which you might be
willing to volunteer. I personally guarantee you will
find it an enjoyable and rewarding experience.
These are interesting and challenging times to be
facing the tasks of budgeting. Just as America and the
rest of the world are facing a bleak financial climate,
NABS is progressing into a period of revitalization
and growth. The external factors make our efforts all
the more precarious but good fortune has been on our
side as much as good judgment. Just before the stock
market began its decline, our Finance Committee
proposed that we move the major portion of our
Zeleny Endowment from investment in securities into
a fairly high interest bearing certificate of deposit.
Had we not done that when we did, had we only
delayed another month, the value of our asset might
have diminished by more than 30%. Because we did
our endowment is stable. I believe it is appropriate
to especially thank Board members, Greg Beaver and
Dan Sparks, for this success.
When NABS was established it was the judgment of
our founders that we should have a fiscal year which
ran from October 1 to September 30. As a result of
thoughtful deliberation, during this past year we
have adjusted that so our fiscal year is the same as the
calendar year. Between the date when this message
was drafted and the issue you are reading was
published, the Finance Committee will be working
with me to produce a zero-based budget for 2009.
This method is necessary because our entire business
model has so dramatically changed over the past two
and a half years; many of the old spending categories
were discontinued, our cash flow reversed from
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negative to positive, project plans and programmatic
changes require new spending categories. Examples
obvious to our members include publishing this
journal with the leadership of our professional
Managing Editor, Scott Gillihan, and printing it
on 100% recycled paper comprised of 50% postconsumer content. Creation of a new DVD by our
Education Committee and award plans by our Grants
Committee are some other new budget categories
which will be created. The revenue side of the budget
may be just as complex to calculate properly.
The formulation of plans to produce the new
DVDs and the plans to award grants in addition to
our traditional Bluebird Conservation awards are
multifaceted challenges. Before those committees can
fully undertake the projects assigned to them they
must work on the formulation of their restructured
committees and the establishment of guidelines and
policies under which they will make their decisions.
All of their choices in this capacity will need to be
articulated and presented to the Board for approval.
Other planning demands which received my focus
during the last quarter included the formulation
of written Code of Ethics and Conflict of Interest
policies. The process employed for this began with the
preparation of a first draft. A review committee was
chosen and approved by the Board. The individual
members reviewed the draft independently and
recommended revisions. Some suggestions of
a similar nature made by several members and
uncontroversial editorial improvements were
accepted as submitted. There were two substantive
revisions proposed that were put to a vote by the
committee and following their resolution, a final
draft was distributed to all members of the Board to
consider for adoption. Formalizing these and other
policies will be important improvements in the
accountability of the people responsible for NABS
missions and resources.
Prior to our NABS2007 annual meeting in Athens,
GA, our Bylaws Committee met and worked briefly.
Its intention was to take limited steps to remove
inconsistencies, and enact minor revisions to
eliminate certain unnecessary obstacles that stood
to impede progress. No one involved in the effort
considered it to be either comprehensive or final
but further study of this enterprise was placed on
the back burner and left to wait until other more
pressing matters could be settled. I have finally begun
a major effort to initiate a thorough review of the
most fundamental organizational structure afforded
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by these articles and I anticipate that the Bylaws
Committee will be prepared to present a completely
new set of Bylaws for adoption by the membership
at our NABS2009 annual meeting in Harrisburg, PA
in September, to replace the outdated and inadequate
Bylaws we currently have to employ.
The revision of the Bylaws and establishing the Code
of Ethics and Conflict of Interest Policy have all been
pending issues since before I became President two
years ago but they were not the only ones. Kenny
Kleinpeter tried to put the NABS records into order
when he was an officer and my wife, Lynne has
continued that effort since she became Secretary.
Some of the most elusive records that we have been
unable to unearth have been the original Articles
of Incorporation which were filed with the State
of Maryland. The former CPA who was preparing
our tax returns and other official records seemed
unable to ever put his hands on the documents we
were trying to find. On no less than three separate
occasions, I reached out to various agencies in the
State of Maryland and after going back and forth with
them several times, resigned myself to the sense that
I would not succeed. On the occasion of reallocating
our financial assets from security investments to a
CD, it again became important to try to locate the
missing records.
I retraced my previous steps one more time and
made a concerted effort to persevere beyond the
scope of my prior searches. One path lead me to an
online corporate record search that indicated the
status of our incorporation had been forfeited in 1983,
converted in 1984, forfeited again in 1986, revived
in 1998 and forfeited yet again in 2005. In summary,
there were records which had to be returned annually
and because we had not been in compliance, the
State of Maryland rescinded our standing to officially
exist. While all of that was a great revelation, it was
only the most preliminary information needed to
understand the problem. It did however, provide the
breadcrumbs that lead me to the Articles of Revival
filed by Charlotte Jernigan and Doug LeVasseur in
1998 without which I probably could not have made
further progress.
On the one hand, the certified copy of that 1998
document did prove our standing as of the date it
was recorded but on the other hand, it was no longer
valid. While in essence, what needed to be filed in
the office of the Maryland Secretary of State was the
same kind of document, certain aspects of the old
form were no longer sufficient so additional details
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needed to be added. More importantly, there was a
lot more that had to be done before it could be filed.
There were four-page personal property returns that
needed to be produced and filed for each year form
2004 through 2008 before new Articles of Revival
could be accepted. I cannot express the level of
accomplishment I felt the day I received the certified
copy of new Articles which had finally been accepted
and filed the day before Thanksgiving.
In summary, our organization has spent the past
two and a half years progressing from the precipice
of bankruptcy to a bright picture of solvency,
from organizational chaos toward a paradigm of
reasonably good order, from a contentious assembly
of competing personalities to an effective team
working toward the advancement of common goals
and principles. I want to assure you that I hold the
officers who stood before where I stand now with
nothing but respect, affection and appreciation.
There is not a one of them I know who was any
less committed to the society or honorable in their
intentions. All of them I know are far more important
bluebirders than I am. In that capacity they make
me feel like a dwarf. At the time I was chosen there
was more need for a manager than for a scientist, an
environmentalist, or a teacher. It was just my good
fortune and that of NABS that I was a good fit at a
particular time.
There was so much that needed to be done when
we started and now there seems to be even more.
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Most of what was necessary when I was asked to
step up to my position of leadership was structural,
organizational, administrative and financial. With the
improvements in those areas and the growth in our
membership as well as the number of our Affiliate
organizations, now our needs have more to do with
actual bluebirding, education, conservation, and
citizen science.
Our next general election will be in September but
there is no need to wait if you or someone you know
might be willing to serve of the Board. Getting started
before the term begins would permit a candidate to
try it out before making so much of a commitment. If
you want to help with our nestbox approval process,
our review of grants and award nominations, the
preparation of any of our educational materials,
membership, fund raising, convention planning, our
journal, or our website, you may be assured that you
will be a welcome participant on our team. The same
goes if there is any other contribution you feel you
are able to provide. We would particularly welcome
back any NABS volunteers of the past who left some
time ago and now feel that they have something more
to offer. Reading our journal demonstrates a certain
level of interest in what we stand for and what we do.
Please consider whether you might be willing to take
an active role.
Yours in peace,
Jonathan Ridgeway
NABS President
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From the Managing Editor
Scott Gillihan

M

y goal as editor of Bluebird is to present you with an attractive and
informative publication that gets better with each issue. I strive to
include a mix of NABS news, science, general interest stories, and
how-to/technical articles. Please let me know how I’m doing—I’m pretty thickskinned about criticism, so don’t be afraid to toss some bricks through my
window. I’m always interested in hearing new ideas for articles, etc, so please
pass those along, too.
The Fall issue was delayed at nearly every step of its journey from concept to
final product; my apologies for getting it to you so late.
Please send your thoughts, articles, and photos to me at nabseditor@gmail.com
or 5405 Villa View Drive, Farmington NM 87402.
Warm regards from my winter perch,
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Bluebird Nest Monitoring in Boulder County, Colorado

N

George Oetzel

estbox monitoring on Boulder County Parks
and Open Space (BCPOS) properties was
sporadic until the Boulder County Audubon
Society (BCAS) agreed to provide monitoring
volunteers in 2005. In the past four years, enthusiastic
BCPOS wildlife technicians and BCAS volunteers
have cooperated to add to the trail network, so that
we now have 80 boxes.
The nestbox trails are in the foothills west of Boulder
on properties that were formerly ranches. Monitoring
a trail involves significant up-and-down, off-trail
hiking; it’s our exercise for the day. In some areas
grasses in the old pastures are waist high in July.
Every monitoring outing is also an opportunity to
view other birds and
wildlife as well as
the progression of
wildflowers through
the season. We’ve
seen Wild Turkeys,
Abert’s squirrels,
pine squirrels, elk,
mule deer, bull
snakes, and coyotes,
but unfortunately,
have encountered
neither bears nor
mountain lions.

Existing summary sheets suggest many more nest
failures, presumably due to predation, than has been
our recent experience. Notes also indicate inconsistent
application of observer protocols, so the data are
probably incomplete.
The only intervening year with usable monitoring
records was 1995. In 25 boxes that year, 16 MOBL
nesting attempts fledged 30 chicks. Five of the nests
were predated and fledged no chicks.
County wildlife technician Denny Morris added
boxes early in 2005, so we started that season with 45
boxes at Walker Ranch divided among four trails. Our
experience monitoring with Howard Rathlesberger
in California before
moving to Boulder
was useful for training
volunteers, so we have
had good data quality.
Counting fledged chicks
involves an important
assumption that
unfortunately makes
the totals approximate.
When we observe
healthy chicks, then
adults delivering food
to a box with chicks
near fledging age,
and finally an empty
nest, we assume that
all the chicks fledged
successfully.

Nestboxes at Walker
Ranch
Boxes at Walker
Ranch, a BCPOS
Checking a box in an old pasture at Betasso. Some boxes are in the
wooded areas as well.
park at 7200 ft.
elevation, were
monitored in 1989 (20 boxes), 1990 (21) and 1991 (29).
We have seen far fewer nest failures in the recent four
A single Western Bluebird (WEBL) nest was observed years than were suggested by the earlier records.
in 1989, none in ‘90 or ’91. Western Bluebirds were
However, we had more problems with predation and
considered rare in Boulder County at that time.
vandalism in 2008 than in the previous three years.
Over the three years, 60 Mountain Bluebird (MOBL)
Several broods were predated, one by a snake that
nesting attempts were recorded, including one
got stuck in the box. One box was stolen before any
second brood in 1990 and nine second broods in 1991. nesting attempts. In another case, we expected to find
Table 1. Walker Ranch Bluebird Nesting Summary, 2005-2008
Nests Chicks Nests Chicks Nests
Species
2008
fledged
2007
fledged
2006
Mountain Bluebird
16
72
20
82
17
Western Bluebird
34
156
17
71
13
Bluebird					
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Chicks
fledged
80
48

Nests
2005
18
8

Chicks
fledged
93
34
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an empty nest after chicks had fledged and instead
found a completely empty box. (Did these chicks
fledge successfully?)
We have observed a dramatic increase of WEBL
over MOBL over the past four years, similar to
that reported by Renee Duckworth and Alexander
Badyaev [1, 2] in Montana. Table 1 summarizes the
observations at Walker Ranch over the recent four
years. “Nests” indicates nesting attempts, where a
double clutch counts as two nests. The huge increase
of WEBL in 2008 is partially the result of 13 second
broods in 21 boxes. There were three MOBL second
broods, so just 13 boxes were occupied by MOBL in
2008. In contrast, there were just two WEBL second
broods at Walker Ranch in 2007 and no MOBL second
clutches.
Other species using the Walker Ranch boxes include
Violet-green Swallows,
Tree Swallows,
Mountain Chickadees
and House Wrens.

added for the 2008 season.
Ehrlich, et al. [3] report that Violet-green Swallows
(VGSW) have been observed aiding Western
Bluebirds (WEBL) in raising chicks, then subsequently
nesting in the same box. What we observed this year
was primarily a competitive, rather than cooperative,
relationship. Where an empty box was available, the
VGSW generally laid eggs about a week before the
first WEBL clutches fledged.
When we checked Box 11 on May 29, we found a
WEBL hen sitting on eggs. We were surprised a
few minutes later to see a VGSW enter the box. We
thought that indicated competition for nesting space,
so we returned June 2 and added another box nearby.
That ended the contention. There were VGSW eggs
in the new box June 19. Perhaps because of the early
competition, WEBL chicks didn’t appear until June 19.
They fledged in early
July.

We expected that
WEBL chicks observed
Betasso Preserve and
previously in Box 6
Swallow Interactions
were ready to fledge
Betasso Preserve is
on June 19. We were
1000 ft. lower than
amazed to approach the
Walker Ranch, but
box and find a VGSW
otherwise rather
chick peering out of the
similar. There are large
box. We don’t know
areas of grassland
where the chick came
intermixed with
from, as we hadn’t seen
ponderosa pine
VGSW eggs or chicks
woodland. Both the
in the box on earlier
lower elevation and
visits. We didn’t know
the more extensive
of VGSW nests nearby,
Five blue Western Bluebird eggs surround a single Violet-green
Swallow
egg
at
Betasso.
forest suggest that this
and this was much
open space property is more suited to WEBL than
earlier than typical VGSW fledging.
MOBL nesting. This is also what we have observed.
We didn’t open the box that week, but when we
Boxes were first installed at Betasso early in the 2006
returned a week later we found one small white
season. The last one was installed April 29 and was
(VGSW) and one blue (WEBL) egg. The next time
never occupied. Under the aegis of BCPOS wildlife
we checked, there were four more WEBL eggs, with
technician Susan Spaulding, the Betasso trail was
WEBL parents present and no swallows nearby. After
expanded for the 2007 season, and a second trail was
the WEBL chicks fledged, we found one unhatched
Table 2. Betasso Preserve Nesting Summary, 2006-2008
Nests
Nests
Species
Chicks
Chicks
2008
2007
(Number of boxes)
Fledged
Fledged
(20)
(9)
Mountain Bluebird
6
32
2
10
Western Bluebird
18
64
4
20
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Nests
2006
(7)
1
2

Chicks
Fledged
4
11
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VGSW egg buried deep in the nest.
Pygmy Nuthatches, White-breasted Nuthatches, and
Mountain Chickadees
have also nested in
Betasso boxes.

today. With this continuing expansion of eastern
species, perhaps we will find Eastern Bluebirds
nesting at Walker Ranch in some future year.
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This Western Bluebird chick looks like it’s trying to get up courage to
leave the box.
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Fledge More Bluebirds Next Year
Keith Radel

Am I suggesting adding more boxes to your trail?
Not necessarily – many bluebirders increase their
fledging success by moving unproductive boxes to
better locations. Also, increased spacing (at least 500’
to 1000’ between locations) usually improves fledging
rates (500’ = 0.1 miles).
Set an easy to reach goal of fledging at least three
bluebirds per location next year (one location = one
single nest box or one pair of nest boxes, set 10-15’
apart).
This is a good time of year to
review your trail records and
take note of nest boxes that have
not fledged bluebirds the past
two years. Plan to move those
unproductive boxes to better
locations.
When selecting possible nest
box sites for bluebirds, look
for as many of the following
characteristics in a location as
you can:
1. Easy access for weekly
checking – along highways,
roads, in golf courses or
cemeteries. For the birds’ safety, face entrance
holes toward a tree, not the road or highway.
2. Short or mowed grass – makes it easier for
bluebirds to find insects.
3. Overhead wires or pasture fencing – provides
perching places for birds to see insects on the
ground.
4. 300 feet from trees (preferably trees with no brush
under them) – helps to slow wren competition/
invasion.
5. High ground – wetland areas have tall grasses
and lots of flying insects, which are more
attractive to Tree Swallows than bluebirds.
6. Away from cities, towns, livestock farms, and
horse barns – these are the favorite habitats for
House Sparrows.
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If four or five of these characteristics can be found at
a possible nest box location, it will probably attract
bluebirds and fledge young ones. Many times,
another person’s property will have good nesting
potential. Permission is needed and almost always
granted if requested. This is a great way to make
new friends and increase your number of bluebirds
fledged.
Choose a nest box that is waterproof, easy to open,
gives a good unobstructed view of the inside when
opened, and one that you personally like to check
since bluebirds will nest in almost any style of nest
box. After all, checking weekly means opening and
looking into those boxes 20-25 times each nesting
season. If you have 20 boxes,
that means between 400 and 500
inspections. Gilbertson PVC nest
boxes have shown great House
Sparrow resistance, which is
another point to consider.

Dave Kinneer

W

ould you like to have more fun on your
bluebird trail? Fledging more bluebirds
than last year can make that happen!

The half-inch electrical conduit/
rebar pole assembly that Steve
Gilbertson invented is easy to
install, provides the best raccoon
deterrent to date, and can be used
with almost any style of nest box.
By the way, it only takes 20-25
good locations to fledge 100+
bluebirds.

Remember – open and check the contents of your nest
boxes at least once a week, keep records, send in your
annual report form, and have the best bluebird year
ever!
Keith Radel is an experienced and enthusiastic bluebirder
from Faribault, Minnesota. He serves on the board of the
Minnesota Bluebird Recovery Program and as coordinator
for two large counties. Keith has over 20 years of handson experience on his own trail and enjoyes sharing his
knowledge.
This article originally appeared in the Fall 2008 issue of
The Banner, the newsletter of Bluebirds Across Nebraska.
It is reprinted here with permission.
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Mommy’s Bluebirds

I

Fred Harwood and Michelle Harwood

n November 1971, a local school in Great
Barrington held a fund-raiser. Because our
daughter Kim attended kindergarten there, we
went to look over the many items for sale. Stimulated
by visions of a colorful blue bird, Mommy purchased
a bluebird house kit. One quiet Sunday in late
January, when the snow lay deep, Mommy and Kim
remembered the kit.
In some excitement, they came with the instructions
in hand to ask me to put up the house. Apparently
the instructions said that the bluebirds would choose
their nesting spot in February. I chuckled, smugly
certain that no self-respecting bluebird, a thrush
like the robin, would hazard the deep snow and
bone-chilling cold just to adopt a thin little plywood
box tacked to a post jutting out of a three-foot-deep
snowdrift.
Before the week was out, Mommy and Kim had taken
matters into their own hands. Mommy assembled the
house, found a spindly bit of a stick, blistered a finger
nailing the house to the stick, and angrily jammed the
stick through the crust of the snow 50 feet from the
house on the edge of our hill overlooking Long Pond.
Following the instructions, she took care to orient the
opening to the south and to mount the house about
five feet above the ground. Through the living room
window Kim and I peered out at the desolate little
box amid the drifts. Just before I opened my mouth to
predict disaster, I noticed Kim’s expectant look, and
bit my tongue.
About the end of the first week of February I was
again by the living room windows contemplating
winter’s progress. As I peered over the top of
my steaming mug of tea to the cold, gray hills of
Monument Mountain, something brilliantly blue
flashed past and landed on the bluebird house. I
shouted and everyone came running. As we gaped,
a less-brilliant female swooped in to land beside her
mate. My mate gave me her “So there, smarty,” look.
Kim clapped her hands and laughed.
Chastised, that weekend I found a proper post and
chiseled a hole in the frozen ground. No sooner had
I remounted the bird house than the pair returned,
positively bouncy and poking into and about the
house. After prolonged discussion in their quiet
whistling voices and wing signals, they claimed it.
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That year that pair of bluebirds raised broods of five,
four, and four young bluebirds. By October, 15 very
active bluebirds claimed the yard. In the morning
they would gather on a nearby large rock, bathe in
its dew pools, and plan their day. In the evening they
would swoop down in small groups, landing on the
bird house or clinging sideways on the post. At times,
the gregarious birds chased each other about the lawn
and trees behind the house.
Every year since 1971 we have had bluebirds.
Mommy has fostered as many as 25 birds in a year
with the help of another house on the other side of the
hill (breeding pairs don’t like to be too close to each
other). Occasionally, an entire summer’s efforts would
be lost to numerous hazards such as blowfly larvae,
raccoons, starlings, Tree Swallows, wrens, English
sparrows, and mysterious disappearances of one or
more parents. For some reason, we think heartbreak,
if either parent fails, the other loses interest.
The most disappointing thing has been to open the
box (they are virtually immune to human curiosity)
and find all the eggs pipped or the just-hatched young
dead-cold and sprawled about the disturbed nest.
Still, despite many natural hazards, they have thrived
here on this knoll.
The second year we reported Mommy’s success to the
Pleasant Valley Sanctuary in Lenox. They were very
interested and began a “bluebird trail” map with pins
stuck in wherever bluebirds were reported. For a few
years, Mommy’s little bluebird house between Alford
and Great Barrington showed up on that map as a
wellspring of pins. The Audubon group designated
her house “1A” on the map, and put a corresponding
label on the box. By the late 1970’s, other areas were
reporting many nesting pairs and the map sported
clusters of colorful pins throughout southern
Berkshire County.
We have had bluebirds in every month of the year,
but not every month of every year. They always have
returned in February, coming and going on good
and bad days. After a short honeymoon, in April she
builds her first nest in two days.
With the 1980s came the bluebird survey form mailed
each year by the Audubon Society. Earlier, a bird
fancier from Simon’s Rock had made regular tours
among the proliferating boxes in the area. One year
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we thought banding might add to bluebird studies,
and called the sanctuary. Unfortunately, after careful
banding and inspection of the young birds, that night
something hungry discovered and killed them all.
Fortunately, as later decades have proven, the parents
make every effort to raise young bluebirds. If a nest
should fail, or even after the young have flown,
Mommy, screwdriver in hand, opens and cleans out
the house. The empty box stimulates the parents
into another short honeymoon, and soon, the female
begins another nest with dry grass from the lawn or
pine needles from nearby pines. Within a few days,
with the bright-blue male encouraging her with his
soft whistles and wing flutters, she will set up a new
home.
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Every morning from early February through October
we look out our bedroom window at the bluebird
house and are usually rewarded with their domestic
activities and flashes of blue. This year they arrived
on February 1st. While working in the yard or just
relaxing on the deck, we watch and listen for them
as they go about their happy lives. On summer
mornings, the sound of their soft whistles coming
in the open bedroom sings the praise of another
fabulous bluebird day.
Fred and Michelle Harwood live in Sheffield,
Massachussets, where where they have been “raising”
bluebirds for 37 years. Michelle is the Berkshire County
Bluebird Project Coordinator.
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In The Spirit Of Thanksgiving
Jonathan Ridgeway

Greetings of peace When the Wampanoag people shared their 1621
banquet with the Plymouth colonists and gave thanks
to the spirits for the bounty of another successful
harvest, it was yet another observance of their well
established tradition. These indigenous Americans
had celebrated this way for centuries before the
Europeans discovered what would come to be known
as the new world and the custom is as rich today as it
was four centuries ago. To be sure, the recognition of
good fortune extends well beyond the boundaries of
agriculture, into every other facet of every walk of life.
There are so many things that so many of us have
to be thankful for in this season but I only want to
focus here on the boundless appreciation I feel for the
wonderful relationships which have derived for me
through my enterprises in the NABS organization.
People I never met before like Jimmy Dodson and
John Schuster have been so generous with their
encouragement that I always know I can go to them
if I need someone to brighten my day. Also a new
acquaintance since I joined, there is no one more
steadfast in his personal loyalty to me than my great
friend Bob Benson. It was a real gift, both to me and
to the organization when he brought Tom Comfort to
us. Tom was very quick to begin to demonstrate his
worth. When I need to be sure I have looked at the
down side of a decision, I can always be sure to have
a cordial and respectful dialogue with Dan Sparks,
for whom I hold the highest esteem. Before I accepted
my leadership role in the Society I told him that my
management style compelled me to be close to people
who would challenge my convictions. Dan has kept
me for me word and I cannot adequately express my
gratitude for his honorable contentions. Dick Tuttle,
a founding member of NABS who joined the Board
before I came and Bet Zimmerman who only joined
since our convention in Kearney are both exceptional
sources of intellectual bluebird experience, an area
which I feel somewhat limited myself, so I am
especially grateful to have them and their knowledge
base on our team.
I only met our new Education Chair, Terry Neumyer,
a few months ago at a meeting of the Bluebird Society
of Pennsylvania. As soon as I heard him speak I knew
he had the potential to become one of our bright
and shining stars. Without giving a second thought
to the burden, Terry readily accepted the enormous
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responsibilities I offered him and has cheerfully
persevered in spite of realities which may have
been more complex than he might have originally
imagined. My confidence in Terry and appreciation
for his commitment grows with every new day. By
comparison, I have known our Law Chair, Walter
Mugdan, over 20 years and my experiences with him
in earlier volunteer causes have been as fulfilling as
any in my life. There is no greater champion for the
causes he believes in and the contribution he has
made since I invited him to join the Board have been
immeasurable. Walter has not been as active in NABS
as he would have liked because pressing health issues
in his family have required more of his concentration
than he previously anticipated. I am sure we can
expect that Walter will be able to commit more of his
attention to NABS when his other affairs are eased.
Until then, I call on all NABS members across North
America to keep good thoughts for Walter and his
family in this time of distress.
Another person I knew before from other areas of
my own interest is David Rutherford. He had major
impact on other international organizations with
which I am affiliated and I believed he had significant
tallents he could bring to NABS. I cannot express how
much I cherish his friendship or how much respect I
have for him but regrettably, his insurance enterprise
took on an unanticipated increase in the demand for
his time when the people of Tennessee were pounded
by exceptional flooding and related storm damage
last year. I am thankful for the wonderful relationship
I have with David and saddened that NABS will not
have the advantage of what he has to offer.
And while I am saying what I did about Walter and
his family, I would also ask people to embody special
good energy for Anne Sturm, Scott Gillihan, and their
loved ones who also are also facing severe family
health situations. Scott is our new Managing Editor
and what a gem he is proving to be. I hope you all
are enjoying the facelift and content Scott has added
to our journal. Like Scott, I only met Anne for the
first time in Kearney last March. She had been NABS
President in 1983-4 so I asked if she cared to rejoin the
Board. Little did I realize what a wealth of delightful
charm she would bring along with her background
about the early days of our Society and way it came
to be founded. She is certainly one of our most
outstanding workers.
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I met Phil Berry and his wife, Jackie, some years ago
after hurricane Andrew wrecked their home and
bluebird trail in the panhandle of Florida. My wife
and I drove down from the Husdon River Valley to
deliver 50 Herm Bressler nestboxes that were donated
by the New York State Bluebird Society. The sweet
hospitality and welcome they showed us when we got
there was consistent with every encounter we have
had ever since. Jackie is not on our Board but on the
regular occasions when our Membership Committee
has a mailing to send out, she works with Phil with
the same dedication and positive emotion they might
be expected to have it they were sending holiday
cards to their family and friends. To be sure, I have
the same recognition for long time NABS volunteer
and former Board member Tena Taylor and our new
found volunteer Nancy Crawford who also do so
much to benefit our organization by their work on
the Membership Committee. Phil and Jackie, Tena
and Nancy provide tremendous effort without which
NABS simply could not be what it is today and I
have to say, the person who sets their course is no
less worthy of much appreciation and esteem, Sherry
Linn.
Sherry is also a long time player in NABS and in 2003
she was the Board’s top choice to run for President.
She left the Board sometime after and I was so
pleased that she accepted the invitation I extended
to her to return. Sherry is not the kind who grabs
for a place in the spotlight. She is a team player who
delivers tenacious industry and inspires confidence,
cooperation, and tranquility. Her leadership style
begins when she rolls up her sleeves and shares the
guidance that is needed for those who willingly
follow in her pathways.
Bernie Daniel is the kind of individual who
participates in an environment where he feels he can
be useful to advance the causes he believes in. When
he hears before him a call for someone to take on the
most challenging of trials and nobody else present
seems willing to raise their hand, Bernie is the one
who says he will try. He does not look for the glory,
just for opportunity to make a meaningful difference,
and that he does. In the moments of turmoil when
NABS needed someone to take the role of President,
Bernie stepped forward. In the same way at the same
time, when NABS needed someone to do the job of
our journal editor, Bernie said he would do that too.
He served in both of those capacities enviably and
did whatever needed to be done. Even when his
job was demanding more and more of his attention,
Bernie never left NABS short of what it need. Bernie
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was the person who pressed me to succeed him as
leader and he has been my mentor ever since. I cannot
adequately articulate how thankful I am to Bernie for
all he has done for NABS and all he has meant to me.
Up to this point I have acknowledged most of the
members of our Board and a few other people. There
are only three others I feel compelled to recognize in
this message of thanksgiving: Brian Swanson, Greg
Beavers, and my wife, Lynne. Brian is First Vice
President, Greg is Treasurer, and Lynne is Secretary.
There is no success NABS has experienced since
the time I joined the Board which is not at least as
much a credit to them as it is to me. There was never
a time I asked any of them for any level of support
that they did not grant gladly without any concern
for how great the favor might be. Brian’s leadership
and success in the area of Affiliate relations is one of
the most significant improvements we have made.
His work with our bylaws and long-range plans are
beacons that are guiding us out of darkness. Since the
days when NABS was on the precipice of bankruptcy,
Greg was the person who implemented every change
that improved our position. Greg has done far more
than conscientiously manage our books. When our
accountant was not adequately serving our needs,
Greg found us a replacement. When it came time
to amend the dates of our fiscal year, Greg did that
too. Probably his greatest single triumph, only
weeks before so many Americans lost so much of
their wealth in the stock market and economic crisis,
Greg recommended that we relocate a hundred
thousand dollars of our Zeleny Endowment Fund
out of a securities account and into a safe, highyielding certificate of deposit. While so many people
lost assets that had taken them years to accumulate,
NABS was shielded from that tragedy because of
Greg’s forethought and prompt initiative. I believe it
is appropriate to also give credit to Dan Sparks for the
role he played in the initiative.
Lynne and I have been married over thirty years.
This is not the place for me to describe all the reasons
my life has been so full of bounty and joy, enriched
in every way for having her as my partner. I will
therefore restrict my view here to what she gives to
NABS and the sacrifices she makes for which I am so
thankful. To begin, when Bernie asked me to consider
being President, Lynne knew as well as I did that it
would be a very full-time job. She knew how much
it would take from our day to day lives, how much
time and work and flexibility, how many other things,
personal, civic, family, and friends, all would have
less of my attention. Knowing the price and the risk of
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taking on such a challenge, after I was ready to accept
it, nobody was ever more supportive. Quite often, she
stands in the shadows while I stand in the sunshine.
In other facets of our lives we are equal partners but
in NABS where I am President and Lynne is Secretary,
she recognizes the subordinate position she holds.
That is not always easy, especially when she is right
and I am wrong about a decision that is mine to
make. We work together on almost every project and
document I produce and the quality is always better
for her contribution. Lynne is responsible for so much
of the order and discipline we achieve. It is essential
to every feature of our progress. The records of our
organization have never been as well cared for as
Lynne has made them, the minutes have never been
kept so well and the agendas have never charted a
clearer path. As a result, our meetings and the work
we all do between them are more productive than

they have been since our Society was founded three
decades ago. I cannot enumerate every aspect of the
value Lynne adds to our missions and goals. I can
only say they are vast and NABS would not be what it
is today were it not for the gifts she has bestowed.
I am thankful to all of our members for the confidence
and generosity they have shown, to our Affiliate
organizations for standing with us and sharing
the purposes we strive to advance, to each of the
individuals I have written about here, especially my
wife, Lynne, and I am thankful to you for taking
the time to read about so many of the things I am
thankful for as a result of my place here in NABS.
Yours in peace,
Jonathan Ridgeway
NABS President

still
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NABS Education Committee is Looking for Material
Have some interesting photographs, stories, or activities involving bluebirds? The NABS
Education Committee is soliciting materials from, or for, preteens for inclusion in our future
publication of educational materials on bluebirds, bluebird trails, and/or tales and adventures of
preteens in bluebird-related activities. This could include photographs, stories (fiction or nonfiction), and interesting anecdotes about kids for kids. The NABS publications will be in the form
of CD-ROMs, paperbacks, handouts, and other educational materials to promote learning and the
involvement of youngsters in bluebird and other bird-worthy activities.
At the moment, we are looking for materials for elementary students, to be followed soon by
collection of materials directed toward adolescent education. Credit for all materials will be given
to the person or persons who produced and/or submitted them. Once the material is received by
NABS it will be considered for use in NABS publications. Materials may be submitted in hard
copy or electronic format on CD. No materials will be returned, so please do not send originals. If
your materials have been published before, please include reprint permission from the company
who used your materials previously.
Respectfully yours,
Terry Neumyer
NABS Education Chairman
PO Box 43, Miamiville, Ohio 45147

Bluebird					
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NABS Conference 2009

We are Calling Bird Lovers Near and Far to Migrate to the

31st Annual North American Bluebird Society Conference
Hosted by the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania

September 9-13, 2009

Holiday Inn-Harrisburg/Hershey located in Grantville, PA
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Please join us for this exciting event that will feature an array of
noted speakers, inspiring field trips, live auction, vendors, and raffles
including the BSP annual quilt raffle.
A sampling of educational offerings at the conference includes
presentations and field trips showcasing important birding and wildlife
conservation areas in Pennsylvania, such as Gettysburg National
Military Park and Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.
Nationally-recognized birders Clay and Pat Sutton will present “How
to Spot Hawks and Eagles, Raptors in Time and Space,” based on
their book of the same name. Dick Tuttle will present “The Beaver
Hypothesis,” which entices bluebird enthusiasts back in time to
America before European settlement to examine the connection
between beavers, bluebirds, and tree swallows. Award-winning
author Jane Kirkland will give her keynote presentation which will
invigorate your enthusiasm for getting outdoors and connecting with
nature.

ONE-DAY REGISTRATION $40*
FULL CONFERENCE: $60*
Plus the optional meals and tours
Advance Registration is required
Deadline for registration, tour and hotel reservations: July 18, 2009
* Register before May 15, 2009 and save $10!

Complete conference schedule & online registration are
available online at:
www.thebsp.org or www.nabluebirdsociety.org

The Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania is an affiliate of
the North American Bluebird Society and has as its
purposes:
o To take all actions deemed by the BSP to be
beneficial to the protection and propagation of the
Eastern Bluebird and other cavity-nesting species in
Pennsylvania and elsewhere.
o To provide and promote educational activities
related to bluebirds, birding, conservation, and related
subjects.
o To monitor and conduct research related to
bluebirds, other cavity-nesting species, food sources,
habitat, and trails.
o To build, maintain, and monitor bluebird boxes
and trails.
o To provide opportunities for people to become
involved in efforts to assist bluebirds.
o To provide social opportunities in order to share
information and experiences related to bluebirds,
birding, and related conservation and restoration
projects.
We look forward to hosting all conference
attendees in Pennsylvania in 2009!

NABS Conference 2009

Thursday, September 10
8:30AM – 4PM Tours
ɶɶ
Birds & History of Harrisburg Tour/Visiting Wildwood Lake Sanctuary/
Pennsylvania State Capitol
ɶɶ
Hawk’s Eye View Tour/Visiting Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
2PM - 6PM Registration in the Lobby of the Holiday Inn
5PM - 6PM NABS Affiliate Meeting
5:30PM - 7PM Cash Bar Reception
7PM – 10PM Hot Buffet Dinner at the Hotel
Baked Stuffed Chicken Breast, Braised Beef Tips with Wild Mushrooms, Tossed
Salad, Red-Skin Potato Salad, Fruit Salad, Potato, Vegetable, Bread and Rolls,
Pie, Cake, Coffee, Tea or Iced Tea, Tax & Gratuity.
7:45PM - 8:45PM Susan Renkel presents “Joy-in-a-Box”
Susan Renkel is a freelance artist, writer, and
photographer with a passion for teaching others about
the beauty and wonders of nature. During the past
9 years she has been very active within the BSP,
serving on the Board of Directors and as the former
editor of Bluebird Trails and Tales. Currently, she is
the illustrator and graphic designer for the newsletter
and other BSP publications, chairs the Newsletter
Committee and the Education Committee, and cochairs the Publications / Artwork Committee. “Joyin-a-Box” will delight and enliven your senses as it takes you on a virtual tour
of a nest box trail. You will gain an intimate glimpse into the lives of the many
creatures that inhabit natural cavities and nestboxes. Through a dazzling array
of photographs, personal stories and experiences, you’ll learn interesting facts,
experience a few surprises, and witness the incredible beauty and wonder that
putting up nestboxes can bring. This program is guaranteed to put a smile on
your face and joy in your heart. When it concludes, you’ll have everything you
need to successfully create a little “joy in a box” of your very own.

Friday, September 11
7AM - 7PM Registration in the Lobby of the Holiday Inn
7AM – 5PM Tours
ɶɶ
Pennsylvania Wildlife & Bluebird Trail Tour, 7AM – 11AM Visiting the
Middlecreek Wildlife Management Area (Combinable with Chocolate
& Butterflies Tour)
ɶɶ
Chocolate & Butterflies Tour, 12PM – 5PM Visiting Hershey
Gardens & Hershey Chocolate World (Combinable with PA Wildlife &
Bluebird Trail Tour)
ɶɶ
Gettysburg Battlefield & Its Wildlife, 7:30AM – 4PM Guided tour of
the Gettysburg Battlefield, colonial lunch buffet at the historic Dobbin
House including a presentation by our speaker, Terry Neumyer.
Terry has spent many years leading tours of the battlefield and birding
trips to the battlefield. He is NABS Educational Chairman and has fifty
years of birding experience, both as a professional biologist and as a
teacher.
4PM - 6PM NABS Board Meeting
5:30-630 PM Bluebird-L Get-Together
6PM- 7PM Cash Bar Reception

7PM - 10PM Hot Pennsylvania Dutch Style Buffet Dinner at the Hotel including
Chicken Corn Noodle Soup, Roast Turkey with Bread Filling, Baked Ham with
Cranberry Mango Chutney, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Honey-Glazed
Carrots, Tossed Garden Salad, Relish Tray, Bread and Rolls, Pie, Cake, Coffee,
Tea or Iced Tea, Tax & Gratuity.
7:45PM - 8:45PM Clay and Pat Sutton present “How to Spot
Hawks and Eagles, Raptors in Time and Space”

This husband-and-wife team of naturalists
and authors boast names that are
synonymous with their hometown of Cape
May, New Jersey, often called the migration
capital of North America. Their latest book,
Birds and Birding at Cape May, is the result
of their effort over many years to document
and protect the migration and the area that
they so love. This program, “How to Spot
Hawks and Eagles, Raptors in Time and Space,” is based on their book by the
same name. The program will convey the excitement of fall migration at Cape
May and other migration hotspots the Suttons have visited and will place specific
emphasis on how to find hawks and eagles throughout the seasons and study
them. The Suttons are also instructors for the American Birding Association’s
Institute for Field Ornithology.
Saturday, September 12
7AM - 7PM Registration in the Lobby of the Holiday Inn
8AM – 5PM Trade Show Opens – Be sure to take time today to visit the 30
wonderful vendors.
8AM - 9AM NABS Member Meeting
9:30AM - 10:30AM Ambassador for Bluebirds Harry Schmeider
presents “The Fledging Experience”

The program will begin with “Bluebirds in their Splendor,”
which showcases photos of bluebirds in the wild. The
presentation will continue by introducing the three species
of bluebirds native to North America, defining their territories
and explaining why they need our help today to survive.
Schmeider will discuss bluebird history, biology, courtship
rituals, nest site selection, egg laying, brooding, fledging and
what happens after they have fledged. Attendees will have an
opportunity to look at different nestbox styles and learn what is needed to attract
bluebirds and other secondary cavity nesters to their backyards. Attendees will
also gain very practical information about providing food sources for bluebirds
and how to deal with bluebird predators and pests. The program includes a
15-minute video that documents a pair of Eastern Bluebirds from nest building to
fledging. Time will be allowed for questions and answers with Harry Schmeider.

11AM - 12 Noon Gary Shimmel presents “The Saw Whet Owl
Migration Project”

Since 1997, the Ned Smith Center for Nature and Art
has been among the leaders in Pennsylvania in the
effort to learn more about the Northern Saw Whet Owl,
the state’s smallest owl, and one of its most charming
wild animals. Each autumn, the center’s team of trained
researchers and volunteers net, harmlessly band,
and release hundreds of these tiny raptors at three
stations in central Pennsylvania by luring them into
nearly invisible mist nets with a recording of the owl’s
weird tooting call. The center also plays a key role in coordinating an informal
network of more than 120 owl-banding stations across North America. Gary
Shimmel, a participant since its inception, first as a volunteer, and since 1999,
as a state and federally licensed Saw Whet Owl bander, will speak about
the migration project. Gary holds one of three radio-tagged owls from this
season. http://www.nedsmithcenter.org/00sawwhet.html

Photo by Aura Stauffer

Wednesday, September 9
Early Arrivals for Hotel Stays
4PM – 7PM Registration in the Lobby of the Holiday Inn

NABS Conference 2009

Saturday, September 12, continued

Saturday, September 12, continued

12 N – 1PM Lunch at the Hotel
New York Deli Lunch Buffet including Soup du jour, Tossed Garden Salad,
Sliced Ham, Roast Beef, Turkey, Salami, Swiss, Cheddar & American
Cheeses, Potato Salad, Chips, Pickles, Bread and Rolls, Pie, Cake, Coffee,
Tea, or Iced Tea, Tax & Gratuity

5PM - 6PM Cash Bar Reception

Dick Tuttle presents “The Beaver
Hypothesis: Bluebirding before the 17th Century”

2:30PM - 3:30PM

Photo by Jim Martin

Richard M. Tuttle began his conservation work
in 1968 by placing bluebird nest boxes on
farms adjacent to his hometown of Prospect
in Marion County, Ohio. A science teacher, he
retired in 1997 after 30 years in the classroom.
A charter member of NABS, he served as the
first Education Chairperson and produced the
first version of he NABS Slide Program. Tuttle
holds the Outstanding Bluebird Conservation
Award from NABS and the Blue Feather
Award from the Ohio Bluebird Society. In 1975,
he wrote the popular pamphlet, Hit the Trail
for Bluebirds, for the Ohio Department of Resources, Division of Wildlife.
During his conservation career, Dick has raised more than 37,000 cavitynesting birds on his bluebird trails. In addition to bluebird trail species, Tuttle
maintains nesting structures for Prothonotary Warblers, American Kestrels,
and Ospreys. Tuttle’s program will investigate the question, “What made
bluebird habitat before settlers created farms across North America?” and
explore his hypothesis, representing information gleaned from more than two
dozen scientific papers from four university libraries and nearly 40 years of
field experience studying Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows, that beavers
once created the most common habitats shared by Eastern Bluebirds and
Tree Swallows.
4PM - 5PM Dr. Keith L. Bildstein presents “American
Kestrels: The View from Hawk Mountain”

Dr. Keith L. Bildstein is Sarkis Acopian Director of
Conservation Science at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
in Orwigsburg, Pennsylvania, where he oversees
Hawk Mountain’s conservation science program. He
is also currently Adjunct Professor of Wildlife Biology
at the State University of New York-Syracuse, a
Fellow of the American Ornithologists’ Union, a former
President of the Wilson Ornithological Society & the Waterbird Society
and Vice President of the Raptor Research Foundation. He has authored or
co-authored more than 100 papers on ecology and conservation, including
40 on raptors. His current research focuses on the geography, ecology
and conservation of the world’s migratory raptors; energy management in
migrating raptors; the feeding and movement ecology of New and Old World
vultures; and the wintering, breeding, & movement ecology of American
Kestrels. Dr. Bildstein’s program will focus on the more than 50-year history
of American Kestrel nestbox studies at Hawk Mountain and continent-wide
monitoring efforts that indicate significant declines in kestrel numbers.
Bildstein will also describe additional kestrel research at the sanctuary,
including radio-tracking work, predation risks, sex differences in winter habitat
use and West Nile Virus effects.

7:45PM - 8:45PM Jane Kirkland presents “I Saw a Bald Eagle
Soaring Over My Grocery Store”

Just ten years ago, Kirkland was a bestselling computer book author when a trip
to the grocery store changed her life. She
spotted a Bald Eagle soaring over the parking
lot, and in an instant, she was unwittingly
transformed. Her ensuing revelations, exciting
wildlife interactions, and incredible journey
to becoming an award-winning juvenile nonfiction author are a journey as compelling and
entertaining as you’ll ever hear. You’ll see yourself in her stories, and you’ll
laugh with her as she laughs at herself. Jane’s school assembly programs,
workshops for educators, and keynote and general session programs are
changing lives. Using concepts from her award-winning children’s nature
series Take A Walk® books and her compelling educator guide No Student
Left Indoors: Creating a Field Guide to Your Schoolyard, Jane’s state-ofthe-art presentations combine technology with beautiful photography. Says
Jane, “Nature is not a destination. It is in our backyards, our schoolyards, and
our neighborhoods. Having fun in the outdoors will teach us how to become
the global stewards our fragile planet needs and deserves. Take a minute
to be in it—today!” Visit this website to learn more about Jane Kirkland:
http://www.nostudentleftindoors.com/janekirklandbrochure.html
8:45 – 9:30PM Live entertainment by “Crossroads.”
Crossroads, a traditional bluegrass band, is a group of lifelong friends with
the love of music who love playing together and have written also their
own “original songs.” Crossroads has appeared at one of the first BSP
conferences about 10 years ago, and everybody loved them. We welcome
them back as they play “Bluegrass for the Bluebirds.” Thank you Crossroads
for returning to play for us again!

Sunday, September 13

8:00AM – 11AM Final Tour
ɶɶ
Wilderness Birding Visiting State Game Lands 211, Stony Creek,
and St. Anthony’s Wilderness
11AM Conference ends.

Photo by Jonathan Morgan

1PM – 2:00PM Live Auction “For the Birds! Bring an item to donate and/or
plan to buy a donated item. Some items follow a bluebird theme but any bird
or wildlife item is fine. Or use your imagination!

6PM - 8PM NABS/BSP Banquet at the Hotel
Hot-Plated Dinner with your Choice of Entrée: London Broil, Veal Parmesan
or Orange Roughy served with Salad, Chef’s Choice of Potato & Vegetable,
Bread and Rolls, Apple Pie ala Mode, Coffee, Tea or Iced Tea, Tax & Gratuity.
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OUR HOST HOTEL: The Holiday Inn Harrisburg- Hershey (Exit 80, I-81)
The Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey Hotel is conveniently located 8 miles north of Hershey and east of Harrisburg at Exit 80 off
Interstate 81 in the heart of Central PA Attractions. The hotel is adjacent to Hollywood Casino and Penn National Thoroughbred
Race Course and nearby points of interest like Hersheypark and the Harrisburg State Farm Show Complex. The Harrisburg
International Airport and the PA Turnpike are a short drive away.

Holiday Inn
604 Station Road
Grantville, PA 17028
Phone- 717.469.0661
Fax- 717.469.7755
www.stayholiday.com

Amenities include: On-site state-of-the-art health and fitness center with Jacuzzi, sauna, treadmill, Stairmaster, Life Cycle, Universal
Weight Machine, whirlpool, and heated indoor swimming pool; arcade game room with air hockey, foosball, ping pong and pool
tables, newsstand, gift shop, and two restaurants. The Great American Grille offers a variety of traditional American dishes with
a unique twist and a casual atmosphere where you can enjoy your meal by the fireplace. The Winner’s Circle Saloon is home
to Buffalo Bob’s Famous jumbo wings and award- winning chili. More than a restaurant, the saloon is the area’s original country
nightspot featuring live bands. Parking for attendees is complimentary.
Guestrooms feature oversized work area, remote-control TV with in-room movies , phone, data port for complimentary high speed
Internet access , coffee maker , card key security , room service (6:30 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.) , video checkout , full-sized ironing board ,
hairdryer, complimentary toiletries, sitting area with recliner and more. Sleeping options range from double to king size, smoking or
non-smoking rooms available. Limited wheelchair/handicapped-accessible rooms available. Please note, check in is at 4PM; check
out is at 11AM.
Complimentary Shuttle Service is available from the Harrisburg International Airport and the Harrisburg Amtrak and bus station.
Shuttle runs from 7 AM to 9 PM. 48 hour advanced reservations required. Please contact the hotel directly. Shuttle transportation is
also provided to the Hollywood Casino Friday and Saturday nights between the hours of 6 PM and 1 AM. Please contact front desk
for more information.

Room reservations can be made by calling Holiday Inn directly (credit card required)
Call (717) 469-0661

Group Code: NABS

$83 night + 6% PA Occupancy tax + 5% local tax (taxes subject to change)

If you do not have a credit card or need assistance with your hotel reservation, please indicate on your registration form.
NOTE: HOTEL RESERVATION DEADLINE FOR GROUP RATE: July 18, 2009
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Advance Registration is required. Deadline
for registration, tour and hotel reservations:
July 18, 2009.
99 Save $10 per person off the Conference
Fee by registering before May 15, 2009.
99 Online registration will be available in
February 2009 at http://www.thebsp.org/
or http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org

31st Annual North American
Bluebird Society Conference
September 9-13, 2009
Grantville, PA

PLEASE REFER TO THE REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS IN THE FLYER FOR PAYMENT AND
CANCEL POLICIES

Help us to Go Green! If you provide your
email, all confirmations will be sent by
printable email. Otherwise, confirmation
notice will be sent by regular mail.

REGISTRATION FORM
ENCLOSED IS OUR TOTAL DEPOSIT OF $____________ FOR _______ PERSONS:

o Payment enclosed by check or money order
o Please have BSP or Group Travel & Cruise Shoppe charge the following credit card in the amount of $_______________________________
Card Name: VI MC

Card Number: ___________________________________ Exp. Date _______ Security Code: _________

Name of Card Holder (as it appears on card): ________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder billing address (if different than below) _____________________________________________________________________
Indicate your name(s) as desired for your name badge for those registering on this form:
REGISTRANT #1_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________ CITY:__________________________ STATE:______

ZIP: ____________

PHONE (DAY) (_____)__________ (EVE) (_____)_________________ EMAIL: _____________________________________________________
I would like to be recognized as:
o 1st time attendee		
o Former NABS Board member

o
o

NABS Board Member
BSP Board Member

o
o

Attendee of 10+ Conferences
Current BSP Member		

Is it OK to release your name to other attendees and/or vendors: Attendees YES NO

Vendors YES

o

Other______________________

NO

REGISTRANT #2________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________ CITY:___________________________ STATE:______
Can indicate same as Registrant # 1 if same address, phone.

ZIP: ____________

PHONE (DAY) (_____)__________ (EVE) (_____)_________________ EMAIL: ______________________________________________________
I would like to be recognized as:
o 1st time attendee		
o Former NABS Board member

o
o

NABS Board Member
BSP Board Member

o
o

Attendee of 10+ Conferences
Current BSP Member		

Is it OK to release your name to other attendees and/or vendors: Attendees YES NO

Vendors YES

o

NO

PLEASE ALSO COMPLETE THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS REGISTRATION FORM

Other________________________

NABS Conference 2009
PLEASE ALSO COMPLETE THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS REGISTRATION FORM
TODAY’S DATE: ____________________________________

		

(FOR BSP USE ONLY: DATE RECEIVED: _______________)

REGISTRANT #1_______________________________________________ REGISTRANT #2_____________________________________________

I/We have reviewed the flyer including the payment, cancellation, and responsibility terms regarding the 31st Annual North American Bluebird Society
Conference for September 9-13, 2009 in Grantville, PA. Please confirm the following for the registrants indicated above:
CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE						
		
o 1 DAY ONLY @ $40 per person WHICH DAY: ________________________________________
o 1 – 5 DAYS @ $60 per person
WHICH DATES: ______________________________________

# PEOPLE x RATE = SUBTOTAL
________ x $40 = $_____________
________ x $60 = $_____________

ANY SPECIAL NOTES TO CONFERENCE REGISTRAR: ________________________________________________________________________________

NABS 2009 TOURS/MEALS
HOTEL RESERVATIONS
o
I do not need any hotel reservations.
o
I made my reservation directly with the Holiday Inn Grantville. 		

Date of Arrival __________ # Nights: __________

THURSDAY 9-10-08

o Hawk’s Eye View Tour 8:30AM – 4PM @ $38 per person with box lunch
o Turkey o Ham
_______ X $38 = $_____________
o Birds & History of Harrisburg Tour 8:30AM – 4PM @ $36 per person with box lunch o Turkey o Ham _______ X $36 = $_____________
o Buffet Dinner at Hotel 7PM @ $22 per person
				
_______ X $22 = $_____________

FRIDAY 9-11-08
o PA Wildlife & Bluebird Trail Tour 7AM – 11AM @ $28 per person
o Chocolate & Butterflies Tour 12PM – 5PM @ $44 per person 		
o Gettysburg Battlefield & Its Wildlife Tour 7:30AM – 4PM @ $58 per person
o Buffet Dinner at Hotel 7PM @ $23 per person 			

		
		
with hot buffet lunch
		

SATURDAY 9-12-08
o Buffet Lunch at Hotel 12PM @ $21 per person 			
		
o Banquet Dinner at Hotel 7PM @ $35 per person 			
		
London Broil _____ Veal Parmesan ______ Orange Roughy ________
SUNDAY 9-13-08
o Wilderness Birding Tour 8AM – 11AM @ $28 per person					

			

_______ X $28 = $_____________
_______ X $44 = $_____________
_______ X $58 = $_____________
_______ X $23 = $_____________

_______ X $21 = $_____________
_______ X $35 = $_____________

_______ X $28 = $_____________

TOTAL PAYMENT (US CURRENCY ONLY PLEASE)		

$______________

If you would like to volunteer or donate an auction item, please indicate here:

Yes, I would like to donate an item for the auction.
Donor’s Name________________________________ Item________________________________ Value $__________________
I will bring or mail item (circle one)
NOTE: Items may be received at the conference no later than Saturday, September 12, 2009, or delivered to the BSP registration
desk at the Holiday Inn no later than September 12, 2009, at 10 a.m. Please contact Joan Watroba by email at sunshinebb@msn.net ,
mailed to 2408 Bumblebee Hollow Rd., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055, or by phone at 717-766-2102 for questions or more information.
Yes, I would like to volunteer for the conference:
Volunteer Name (s): __________________________________ Date/Time available: _____________________________________
Volunteer Assist experience / interests: ___________________________________________________________________________
A representative from BSP will get in touch with you about volunteer opportunities. THANK YOU!
Please return this form to:
THANK YOU FOR YOUR REGISTRATION!
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
NABS Conference
P.O. Box 756
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756

NABS Conference 2009

NABS 2009 TOUR INFORMATION
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY: FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE Due to the transportation contracts, reservations
must be made in advance and no later than 30 days prior to departure. The tours listed are currently available for sale.
While every effort is made to have every trip operate, in the interest of providing the lowest possible pricing, all tours
require a minimum number of 20 participants. In the event that a trip must be cancelled or rescheduled due to lack of
participants, a full refund will be made. See more information at the end of this section.

Sept. 10

Birds & History of Harrisburg Tour

8:30AM – 4PM

$36 per person w/ box lunch

Visiting Wildwood Lake Sanctuary and the Pennsylvania State Capitol

The tour will depart the hotel at 8:30AM for Wildwood Lake Sanctuary, located just on the outskirts of Harrisburg. Wildwood is a haven for over 150 bird species,
many of whom are tourists, flying through each fall and spring on the Atlantic flyway. You may choose to accompany one of our local birders
on the Towpath Trail, enjoy any of the rambling trails around the lake, or stroll the boardwalks that abound with wildlife in a truly natural setting
where you will likely see several warbler species, bluebirds, water fowl, and several egret species. The Benjamin Olewine III Nature Center at
the Sanctuary includes several blinds and numerous feeders for observing an abundant number of species of birds. Browse the exhibits meant
to inspire, entertain and educate all nature enthusiasts. Box lunches will be provided and pavilions are available at the park. After lunch enjoy
a guided tour of the beautiful Pennsylvania State Capitol, dedicated in 1906. The Capitol features paintings, stained glass and furnishings by
some of the best artisans of the day. The building incorporates various Renaissance designs in some of its largest rooms: Italian in the House
Chamber, French in the Senate Chamber, and English in the Governor’s Reception Room. It also reflects Greek, Roman and Victorian influences in its art and
ornamentation. Throughout the building, you’ll observe motifs featuring Pennsylvania’s achievements in labor, industry and history, making the Capitol uniquely
American. The Capitol’s centerpiece is a spectacular 272-foot, 52 million-pound dome inspired by Michelangelo’s design for St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome. The seat of Pennsylvania’s government continues to inspire visitors with its wealth of art, its outstanding architecture,
and its strong connection to the vision of the Commonwealth’s founder, William Penn. We’ve allowed an hour for shopping at nearby
Strawberry Square Mall or to visit the State Museum (free admission) both within walking distance of the Capitol, before returning to the
hotel by 4PM. USEFUL LINKS: www.wildwoodlake.org; www.pacapitol.com; www.statemuseumpa.org

Sept. 10 Hawk’s Eye View Tour

8:30AM – 4PM

Visiting Hawk Mountain Sanctuary

$38 per person w/ box lunch & Pocket Guide

Photos courtesy of Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.

We depart the hotel at 8:30AM en route to the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, one of the best places in the northeastern U.S. to watch the annual hawk migration.
Between 8/15 and 12/15, an average 20,000 hawks, eagles and falcons pass the Sanctuary’s North
Lookout and are identified and counted. We’ll arrive at the Sanctuary Visitor Center about 9:45AM
with a half hour to browse the educational displays to learn about raptors, their migration, and their
special conservation needs. Check out the Wings of Wonder Gallery, featuring 19 life-sized wood
carvings of each migrating raptor that pass the Sanctuary to get an idea of each bird’s approximate size and shape. For those who are able, we will be climbing to
the North Outlook (3/4 mile one way) to view many migrating raptors firsthand. This is a 20- 30 minute uphill hike with rocky, uneven terrain. Carry your box lunch to
enjoy at the lookout. Those who cannot hike may visit South Lookout, just a 100-yard stroll from the Visitor Center, which is not too difficult to get to, but not very
productive bird-wise most days. All participants will receive a pocket-sized Flight Guide which will help them identify the different hawk, eagle and falcon species and
provide further information to peruse while relaxing at a scenic overlook. We will depart the Sanctuary at 2:30PM to return to the hotel by 4PM. NOTE: Binoculars
are available for rental at $5 per day or you may bring your own. We also suggest you carry a small blanket or cushion for sitting on the rocks at the lookout.
USEFUL LINK: www.hawkmountain.org http://www.audubon.org/chapter/pa/pa/kittatinny/facts_photos.html

Sept. 11

Chocolate & Butterflies Tour
Visiting Hershey

12PM – 5PM

$44 per person

We depart the hotel at noon for the beautiful Hershey Gardens. The first 3-1/2 acre rose garden opened in 1937. By 1942 Hershey
Gardens expanded to a dazzling 23-acre botanical garden. Now filled with breathtaking theme gardens, brilliant seasonal displays,
unique trees, an outdoor Butterfly House and a wondrous Children’s Garden, Hershey Gardens simply must be experienced! You are free
to explore on your own for about 2 hours the acres of spectacular seasonal display, amazing theme gardens, and the popular outdoor
Butterfly House, home to more than 300 of these marvelous creatures. Representing nearly 25 butterfly varieties, the Butterfly House
has nectar plants for food and host plants for egg laying and caterpillar feeding. The entire lifecycle of the butterfly can be viewed within
the house. Butterfly House staff and volunteer “Flight Attendants” will guide you through all stages of their remarkable transformation. Prepare to be amazed as
you experience the Children’s Garden here too, a remarkable place where the young and young-at-heart can discover the wonders of plants filled with nearly 30
themed gardens designed to inspire visitors through hands-on learning, self discovery and fun. We’ll depart the gardens for an afternoon
guided bus tour of Hershey where you will delight in the fun facts about this Chocolate Town as we drive through the area passing the
famous Hershey Hotel, Milton Hershey School, Chocolate Avenue, the actual chocolate factory (and yes – you can smell the chocolate!),
Zoo America, Hersheypark, and more. We end the afternoon at Hershey’s Chocolate World with about an hour of free time to take the
complimentary chocolate-making tour ride. Your tour begins in the tropical rain forest where cocoa beans grow. As the beans are harvested,
follow their journey across the ocean to America, where they are delivered to THE SWEETEST PLACE ON EARTH —Hershey, Pennsylvania.
Then, engage your senses as the cocoa beans continue through a simulated HERSHEY’S Chocolate Factory. Here you will see, feel, and hear the processes that
deliciously transform the beans into milk chocolate. This fun and informative ride concludes with a FREE sample of HERSHEY’S great American chocolate! We will
return to the hotel by 5PM. NOTE: This tour is combinable with the PA Wildlife & Bluebird Trail morning tour.
USEFUL LINKS: http:/// www.hersheys.com; www.hersheygardens.org
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Sept. 11

Gettysburg Battlefield & Its Wildlife

7:30AM – 4PM

$58 per person w/lunch

Guided tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield, colonial lunch buffet at the Dobbin House, including a presentation by our special guest speaker, Terry Neumyer. Terry
has spent many years leading tours of the battlefield and birding trips to the battlefield. He is NABS Educational Chairman and has fifty years of birding experience,
both as a professional biologist and as a teacher.
We depart the hotel at 7:30AM for the leisurely ride through the countryside to Gettysburg. We arrive at the Visitor Center to pick up our
step-on guide for a tour of the Gettysburg National Military Park. Cannons roar, rifles crack, drums roll, and bugles blow. And you re-live it
all under the clear skies of Gettysburg and history’s names become today’s experience: Little Round Top, Devil’s Den, Wheatfield, Peach
Orchard, Pickett’s Charge, High Water Mark, and Lee’s Monument. (We will disembark the coach at some of the locations on the battlefield).
The battlefield is like a wildlife sanctuary because it is a protected area. At least 4 species of woodpeckers including the Redheaded Woodpecker, many field-bird species including bluebirds, and many other species of wildlife are found on the vast battlefield area. We leave the
battlefield for your included buffet lunch at the historic Dobbin House. The Dobbin House Tavern (c. 1776) offers superior food in abundance,
and gracious service brings back the sights, sounds, and tastes of two centuries ago. Terry Neumyer will present “The Gettysburg Battlefield & Its Wildlife” for all to
enjoy during the meal. Meal includes a 25-item salad bar, entrees including ham and green beans, turkey, assorted cold cuts and cheeses, desserts, coffee, tea, or
iced tea. After lunch you will have some time to browse the Country Curiosity Store, an old-time general store filled with souvenirs, local handcrafted items, tin ware
and much more. We will depart Gettysburg at 2:30PM to return to the hotel by 4PM. USEFUL LINKS: www.nps.gov/gett; www.dobbinhouse.com

Photo courtesy of Pennsylvania Game Commission

Sept. 11

Pennsylvania Wildlife & Bluebird Trail Tour

7:00AM – 11AM

$28 per person

Visiting the Middlecreek Wildlife Management Area

We will depart the hotel at 7:00AM and travel about an hour through the Lebanon-Lancaster Amish Country to Middlecreek Wildlife Management Area, owned and
set aside by the Pennsylvania Game Commission for the protection, propagation, management, preservation, and controlled harvest of wildlife. Encompassing 6,254
acres, Middle Creek is a key migration stop for Canada geese, snow geese, tundra swans, and a variety of duck species. The Visitor Center features numerous exhibits depicting the wildlife of Pennsylvania. This area provides habitat for waterfowl, forest wildlife, and farmland wildlife and includes a 400-acre shallow water lake
and a 70-acre impoundment. It is also home to a large bluebird trail on which research has been conducted for many years. Participants will be taken on a guided
tour of the bluebird trail by a local birder and have the opportunity to learn about and discuss research that has taken place on the trail. We will depart the center at
10AM to return to the hotel by 11AM. NOTE: This tour is combinable with the Chocolate & Butterflies afternoon tour.
USEFUL LINKS: www.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/cwp/view.asp?a=487&q=161143

Sept. 13

Wilderness Birding

8:00AM – 11AM

$28 per person

Visiting State Game Lands 211, Stony Creek & St.Anthony’s Wilderness

We will depart the hotel at 8:00 AM for one of the best birding spots near our hotel. Stony Creek is one of the premier birding areas in central PA boasting 14 nesting
warbler species. On a good day it is possible to see 25 species of warblers in a couple of hours. Blue winged, Brewster, and Lawrence hybrid species are often seen
here. This 70,000 acre tract of contiguous deciduous and coniferous forest, the largest roadless area in eastern Pennsylvania, hosts an exceptional variety of interior
forest species from spring through fall, and early mornings are alive with the songs of the Acadian Flycatcher, Great Crested Flycatcher, Ovenbird, Black-throated
Green Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, Scarlet Tanager, Veery and Wood Thrush. Occasional forest clearings provide habitat for early successional forest species
such as Prairie and Blue-Winged Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Eastern Towhee, and Field Sparrow. We will return to the hotel by 11AM for check out.
USEFUL LINKS: http://pa.audubon.org/kittatinny
TOUR			
Easy Activity. Short distances to walk. May include some steps.
SYMBOLS		
			
Moderate Activity. Requires intermittent effort throughout medium distances over uneven surfaces and or steps.
			
Strenuous Activity. Walking long distances over uneven or steep terrain.
			
			
			
Accessible, but may be limited areas. Please indicate on your reservation form if you need handicap access.
DEPARTURES: All motorcoach departures are from the Holiday Inn Grantville, PA. Check in for boarding the coach is required 15 minutes prior to departure time.
There are no refunds for late arrivals or no-shows. Tickets are not required; passenger names will be verified by manifest upon boarding the bus. Tours confirmed
will be indicated on your conference confirmation notice once you are registered and paid.
ALL TOURS INCLUDE: Transportation to/from the Holiday Inn Grantville, admission to facilities on the tour, driver/guide tip, and lunch (if indicated).
WHAT TO WEAR: Please wear comfortable walking shoes and come dressed for the weather. Tours operate rain or shine.
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REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
Advance Registration is required. Deadline for registration, tour and hotel reservations: July 18, 2009.
99 Save $10 per person off the Conference Fee by registering before May 15, 2009.
99 Online registration will be available in February 2009 at http://www.thebsp.org/ or http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/
Help us to Go Green!! If you provide your email, all confirmations will be by printable email. Otherwise, confirmation notice will be sent by regular mail.
Please allow 6 weeks for processing and delivery of your confirmation.
PAYMENT TERMS: Full payment is due at the time of reservation. Please make all checks payable to BSP (Bluebird Society of PA) and mail with the reservation form enclosed. Reservations by phone or online can only be processed with a credit card (Visa, MasterCard only please). Please note there is a
$20 charge for returned checks or denied credit cards. Please send registration and payment to: BSP/NABS 2009 Registration; PO Box 756, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Reservations will not be accepted without payment. We will send you a confirmation within 6 weeks.
REGISTRATION ON DAY OF EVENT (S): Walk-in registration is available for conference meetings/speakers only. Advance reservations are required for all meals
and tours.
HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS: Can be made by calling Holiday Inn directly (credit card required) Group Code: NABS
$83 night + 6% PA Occupancy tax + 5% local tax (taxes subject to change)
If you do not have a credit card or need assistance with your hotel reservation, please indicate on your registration form
CANCELLATION POLICY: All cancellations must be made in writing. Changes of any type to existing reservations must be made no later than July 18, 2009. The
following penalties apply once registered:
 Hotel Rooms: 1 room night and tax penalty for cancellations received within 30 days of arrival.
 Conference: Full refunds of Registration Fees will be made less $10 per person cancellation fee until July 18, 2009. After that date, refunds will be made
less the $10 per person cancel fee and also less any amounts for which BSP/NABS 2009 has become obligated
 Meals and Tours: All meals and tours selected are refundable only until July 18, 2009, less a $10 per person cancellation fee (in addition to conference
cancellation fee), at which time we must guarantee the counts to the hotel and transportation companies. There are no refunds unless you find a substitute.
NOTE: Non-refundable insurance premiums, if selected, are not included in these amounts.
TRAVEL INSURANCE: Trip insurance and cancellation protection is recommended to protect your travel purchase. We offer policies for all facets of your travel
(air, hotel, car, cruise protections) through Travel Guard. A brochure is available from our agency on request, or you may view and purchase policies online at
www.travelbywendy.net. Click on the Travel Guard link at the bottom right of the home page. Please note that certain policies purchased within 15 days of deposit
will waive any pre-existing condition clauses.
RESPONSIBLITIES: The Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania (hereafter referred to as BSP) and North American Bluebird Society (hereafter referred to as NABS)
and Wendy Knaub’s Group Travel & Cruise Shoppe (hereafter referred to as GTCS), act as agent in arranging your cruise, transportation and/or any tour selections.
GTCS, BSP, NABS nor any suppliers shall be held liable for personal injury, death, property damage or accident, delay, or irregularity arising out of any act or omission of these suppliers. GTCS, BSP, NABS, the agent or agency, is acting as a mere agent for suppliers in selling travel-related services or in accepting reservations
or bookings for services that are not directly supplied by this travel agency (such as air and ground transportation, hotel accommodations, meals, tours, cruises, etc.)
GTCS, BSP, NABS, therefore, shall not be responsible for breach of contract or any intentional or careless actions or omissions on part of such suppliers, which
result in any loss damage, delay, or injury to you or your travel companions or group members unless the term “guaranteed” is specifically stated in writing on your
tickets, invoice, or reservation itinerary. We do not guarantee any of such suppliers’ rates, bookings, reservations, connections, scheduling, or handling of personal
effects. GTCS, BSP, NABS shall not be responsible for any injuries, damages, or losses caused to any traveler in connection with terrorist activities, social or labor
unrest, mechanical or construction failures or difficulties, diseases, local laws, climatic conditions, criminal acts or abnormal conditions or developments, or any other
actions, omissions, or conditions outside GTCS, BSP, or NABS ‘s control. Traveler assumes complete and full responsibility, and hereby releases the agent from any
duty of checking and verifying any and all passports, visa, vaccination, or any other entry requirements of each destination, and all safety and security conditions at
such destinations, during the length of the proposed travel. By embarking on his/her travel, the traveler voluntarily assumes all risks involved in such travel, whether
expected or unexpected. Traveler is hereby warned of such risks and is advised to obtain appropriate insurance coverage against them. By making a deposit for the
conference hotel, the tour, air, or cruise, traveler acknowledges and accepts these responsibilities and terms and conditions outlined herein. Not responsible for lost/
stolen items.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Bluebird Society of PA President: Kathy Clark (717) 695-0700
Registrar: Joanne Slavinski (717) 458-5645
Travel Agent /Tour/Hotel/Air: Wendy Knaub (717) 938-0752

Email: KCBSP@aol.com
Email: wknaub@travelbywendy.net (9AM – 5PM M –F)

Eagle Marsh Restored
for Bluebirds, Other Wildlife
Judy Nelsen

E

astern Bluebirds are among the
creatures benefitting from the
restoration of a 705-acre marsh
just outside Fort Wayne, Indiana,
completed in 2008. Eagle Marsh offers
shallow-water wetlands, prairies, a
sedge meadow, and mature woods as
habitat for numerous species of birds,
amphibians, and other wildlife. More
than 150 kinds of birds, including
twelve that are endangered or of
special concern in Indiana, have been
seen at the preserve. Bluebirds nest
and forage there and a nest box trail
has been established to assist them.
Little River Wetlands Project (LRWP),
the non-profit organization responsible for restoring
and maintaining Eagle Marsh, protects more than
1,000 acres of natural land in the Little River valley, a
25,000-acre area of northeast Indiana once known as
the Great Marsh.
Many groups protect natural areas that are home to
bluebirds, but LRWP has an even more ambitious
mission. It seeks to acquire wet farmland and restore
it back as closely as possible to natural wetland,
a process that took over three years of planning,
digging to change existing hydrology, and sowing
native plant seeds over more than 500 acres at
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Eagle Marsh. Four or more years of
intensive stewardship will follow to
help the new native plants become
established. About 85% of Indiana’s
original wetlands have been destroyed,
a percentage comparable to that of
other states. Yet wetlands help with
flood control and the cleansing of
groundwater as well as providing
wildlife habitat and opportunities for
nature recreation. When bluebirds
benefit, so do all the rest of us!
Hiking trails will be established at
Eagle Marsh early in 2009. To learn
more, to donate to LRWP, or for
directions to Eagle Marsh, please visit www.lrwp.org
or call 260-478-2515.
Judy Nelsen serves on the board of Little River Wetlands
Project in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where she also welcomes
bluebirds to her yard with a native plant garden. A member
of NABS, she has been monitoring bluebird boxes at home
and at a nearby preserve for the past four years.
Photographer Lyle McDermott is a hardworking volunteer
who does photo documentation and helps with stewardship
at LRWP’s preserves.
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Unusual Mountain Bluebird Nest Site

O

Kevin Corwin

ne of my non-bluebird volunteer activities is historic preservation and restoration of old railroad
equipment on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad in southern Colorado and northern New Mexico.
While driving around my work site in the Antonito, Colorado, rail yard last summer I observed a
Mountain Bluebird with an insect in its mouth, perched atop a piece of machinery. Realizing the bird was
probably carrying food to its nestlings, I stopped to watch its activity. Sure enough, it flew to the nest site,
paused just outside, then hopped up into the nest. The remarkable aspect of all this was the nest site, for
these bluebirds had built their nest inside the coupler of a scrapped railroad car! Railroad couplers are large
masses of steel weighing a couple hundred pounds—this is probably the stoutest nestbox cavity ever used by a
bluebird. As the close-up photo shows, the nest contained some rather coarse material, unlike the fine grasses
we’re used to seeing in a bluebird nest. It was also rather unstructured in the front, apparently because the
bluebirds depend on the framework of the cavity to provide form and support to their nests, and this cavity
was open at the front side. I observed feeding activity all week; however, I had to leave before the nestlings
fledged.
Kevin Corwin is coordinator of the Colorado Bluebird Project of the Audubon Society of Greater Denver.
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Donate Stock to NABS and Save Money on Your Taxes

T

Jonathan Ridgeway

he first and most important thing you
need to understand before you read this
article is that I am not a tax professional.
While the information I am sharing with you
here is certainly offered in good faith, I truly
urge anyone who cares to help NABS with this
program to speak to their own professional tax
advisor to be assured that they understand the
actual ramifications.
About the Program
If you buy a stock, bond, mutual fund, or other
security and later sell it for a profit, you have to
pay Federal income tax on the gain, but there is
a very important incentive that can save you a
lot of money and provide a wonderful benefit to
NABS. If you buy that stock or other security,
keep it for at least one year while the price goes
up and then give it to NABS which is a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt organization, then you do not have
to pay tax on the gain, plus you get to deduct the
full market value from your taxes as an itemized
charitable contribution.
Donate Stock & Become a NABS Life Member
This example focuses specifically on NABS
Life Membership at the current rate of $500. If
someone bought several shares of stock a long
time ago or even just a year ago or more, and its
current value is at least $550, they can donate
them to NABS and not have to pay tax on the
gain. Say they bought that stock for $50. If
they were in a 25% bracket the tax on that $500
earnings would be $125 that they would not
have to pay, plus they would save another $125
for their charitable contribution because they
get to deduct the full appreciated value of the
stock from their gross income, a double win
for the giver and a great win for NABS and the
bluebirds; the money goes directly into our
Zeleny Endowment Fund where it can do the
most good.
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Normally when you sell stock, you pay a fee
based on the number of shares, the total value
of the transaction, and usually a premium if you
are selling lots of less than 100 shares of each
company’s issue. NABS has negotiated a very
favorable arrangement with a particular trader
who has agreed to sell small odd lots, regardless
of the number of shares, for a fixed rate of $50
per transaction. That is why the stock value
needs to be at least $550 to meet the value of the
Life Membership, $500 for NABS and $50 for
the agent. By the way, if your stock is worth less
than $550, you may pay the balance to bring the
total up to that amount to qualify for the Life
Membership.
Limitations for the Most Generous Benefactor
We at NABS think of a $500 gift as extremely
generous and we appreciate every contribution
we receive, no matter how small it may be.
Nonetheless, I would like to explain one of the
limitations of this tax incentive, just in case there
might be an incredibly generous benefactor who
wanted to donate an enormous sum to NABS or
any other charity or group of charities. You are
not permitted to deduct stock donations in an
amount greater than 30 percent of your adjusted
gross income, except that any excess deductible
amount can be carried over for as long as five
years to offset income or capital gains taxes.
If you care to participate in this program,
please contact NABS Treasurer Greg Beavers
at (812) 824-2431. He will call you back with
the necessary details. Before embarking on
these types of gifts, please consult with your
attorney or tax advisor to determine the actual
current impact on your own personal income
tax situation. Thank you for your generous
consideration.
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Monitoring Bluebird Nest Boxes
Mary Roen

2008 was my 21st year of monitoring a bluebird trail.
Over the years I have made many mistakes, and
have become a lot smarter. This is partly due to my
own learning, but largely due to advice from other
bluebirders, especially at bluebird conferences and
the Cornell electronic mailing list, Bluebird-L.
At first, it seemed I was always missing some
important tool or supply when I did my weekly trail
monitoring. I was walking my trail, so it meant a trip
back to the house to get what I needed. I got a little
smarter and carried a nylon bag with some supplies,
but it seemed I was always digging to the bottom, or
emptying out all the contents to get what I needed.
I finally hit on a system that has worked for me for
several years now. I use a small plastic toolbox that
you can get at almost any hardware or discount store.
I put the following supplies in the toolbox:
1. W
 ren guard to minimize predation from House
Wrens once bluebirds lay at least one egg
2. Van Ert in-box trap for House Sparrows (it is
very important to learn to use this correctly)
3. Hole reducer (1 1/8”) when chickadees use the
nest box (keeps larger birds from taking over the
nest box)
4. Ruler for miscellaneous measurements
5. Vinyl glove for sanitary removal of old nests
6. Monitoring notebook and pen to record what I
see each week
7. Cordless screwdriver with extra bit (It is
amazing how many I have lost!)
8. 3-inch plastic putty knife for cleaning out the
nest box
9. Channel-lock pliers for pulling up the rebar if I
choose to move the box
10. Mechanic’s mirror to see in the nest when I
monitor
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11. Pliers that can be used in numerous ways
12. Felt marker to number my nest boxes
13. E
 arplugs for protection when I pound in rebar
when moving nest boxes. I use the
14. p
 lastic bag holding the earplugs to put old nests
in, after the nestlings fledged. Old nests at the
box can attract predators.
15. B
 and-Aids for mishaps (I never said I was
perfect!)
16. Sunglasses
17. W
 ood screws for attaching the wren guards or
hole restrictors
18. E
 xtra hose clamps for attaching the baffles to the
pole
19. Extra box mounts
20. Miscellaneous screws
21. Duct tape (what can’t you fix with duct tape?)
I now monitor the nest boxes on our property with
a 4-wheeler, and the boxes on family and neighbor’s
properties by car. With my toolbox of supplies, I
have not had to make trips back home for things I am
missing. I want my monitoring time to be enjoyable,
as it is one of my favorite hobbies. Over the years I
have learned to monitor ‘smarter not harder” and that
makes for a much more enjoyable experience.
Mary Roen lives in rural Wisconsin where she monitors
53 nest boxes. She is a member of NABS, the Bluebird
Restoration Association of Wisconsin, and the Bluebird
Recovery Program of Minnesota.
This article originally appeared in the November 2008 issue
of Bluebird News, the newsletter of the Bluebird Recovery
Program of the Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis. It is
reprinted here with permission.
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A Letter from New Bluebirders

ear Ladies and Gentlemen of the North
American Bluebird Society,

We thank you for your informative website—it has
helped us get comfortably set up with a surprisingly
successful new bluebird nest house. Friends had
started our interest in helping to preserve these
wonderful little creatures, and we needed your
website info to confirm many things we needed to set
up with confidence. It appears from your website that
you may enjoy having reports on events, so here is
one from a brand new amateur couple.
After getting all prepared with the recommended
gear—being as exacting as we could be with each
measurement and setting—we waited and waited—
with great hope in our hearts—and finally resolved
that we had started too late—and everyone told us
sympathetically, “Maybe next year”. But, as luck
would have it, one day while walking through the
nest box area, we noticed a tiny little shadow go
swooping directly into the nest house—in a veritable
blur it was—no stopping for anything, no touch
down, just straight on in the tiny hole with the
greatest of ease. Then another flew to the finial on top
and looked around rather regally. We had a family of
bluebirds! They worked as a team, flying in and out
with amazing celerity as they built their little home
a sprig at a time. Trudging on and on in their backand-forth crusade with tiny bits in their beaks as
confidently as could be. They seemed so devoted to
one another, we named them Pyramus and Thisbe—
the ancient mythological lovers who died for each
other.
On 6/5/08, prompted by friends with experience, yet
still with trembling hands, we put up the ladder and
slowly opened the little front panel, an adventure
quite new to us, and there they were, four beautiful
and perfect little blue eggs! Wonderful is all I can say
about how we felt, but numerous other subtle and
deep emotions were also experienced on different
levels in our minds. Our friends told us to take a look
again when these eggs hatched, so we checked a few
times to no avail. But on 6/14/08, they were hatched
into tiny little blind babies that didn’t make a peep,
simply opened over-wide for any chance at food—so
big and wide was the opening of the gaping maw that
it seemed enough to swallow its tiny self whole. We
do not know the exact dates of the hatching or of the
laying; but next time we will keep a good log.
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The incessant feeding activity has been another
crusade that has been a wonder. Father and Mother
have been constantly about the care and feeding,
going back and forth and over and over again
in an almost continual march. The accuracy and
agility of the flying ability of these little creatures is
amazing. We were glad to have read that the parents
occasionally remove fecal sacs because the first time
we saw that, it appeared the babies had refused to eat
what was offered. It was relieving to know that there
was nothing wrong there.
Some of the antics of territorialism are priceless. We
have seen one tiny bluebird effectively dive-bomb two
horrified squirrels at a time. Other birds and animals
are quickly aware that the area around the nest is
a no-fly zone for sure! We have even seen a remote
fly-by in protest of our occasional checking of the nest
activities. They don’t come too close, but they let us
know to be wary.
We just had to set up another nest house—
unfortunately only about 80 yards away—and put
up the tiny FOR RENT-CHEAP sign. Practically, I
see where 100 to 125 yards is probably better; but
our own big house is in between the line of sight of
the two nest houses, so maybe that will work out. It
is all the space we have, so our fingers are crossed.
We hope the new set of bluebirds won’t mind. More
importantly, we hope Pyramus and Thisbe will
be gracious and allow such close neighbors. This
morning we see two different bluebirds making
use of the nearby birdbath, but so far they have not
approached the new nest house (not while we have
watched anyway). Perhaps this is a brother or niece
or uncle pair who will move in to complement the
family lines. If not, we will beg some land from the
neighbors for next year’s try.
Thanks for your help and great website and the
devotion you have to this noble endeavor of helping
these tiny little representations of God’s artistry. Now
we know the full meaning of the term “The Bluebird
of Happiness”!
Yours Fair & Square
Randy and Bonnie Schulkers
Powhatan, Virginia
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The Industry Leader
Producers of Live Food Totally Pest Free!

ATTRACT WILD BIRDS
WITH MEALWORMS!
• Shipped only M-W to guarantee
live delivery
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• Order 24 hours a day
15% ADll NABS
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b
• Door to Door Service
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M
Free Brochure on Request

1-800-318-2611 • FAX (513) 738-4667
info@thenaturesway.com
P.O. Box 188, Ross, OH 45061-0188
www.thenaturesway.com
“Feeding live insects to the wild birds in my yard has helped
me build a special bond with individual birds.”
–Julie Zickefoose
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Book Reviews
reveals his passion for bird photography. Of interest,
too, is his early advocacy for nest boxes to help bring
back the bluebird.
This book is an insightful look into the life of one
of the central figures in American ornithology, and
should be of interest to anyone who has ever thumbed
through the pages of a Peterson field guide.
—Scott W. Gillihan

Birdwatcher: The Life of Roger Tory Peterson, by
Elizabeth J. Rosenthal. The Lyons Press, Guilford, CT;
2008; 437 pages.
Roger Tory Peterson is arguably one of the giants
of birding. 2008 was the 100-year anniversary of his
birth—commemorated by events, magazine articles,
special editions of his field guides, and books about
his life. This book details his life as an artist, author,
and ardent conservationist.
Peterson gained his stature, in large part, by bringing
birding to the masses. Prior to the introduction of his
field guides, identification of birds was not a simple
matter—books on the subject required readers to
wade through long-winded and detailed descriptions
before arriving at key field marks, but often with little
or no indication of the importance of the marks in
separating the species from similar species. Peterson
changed all that by breaking down the identification
to key characteristics, which were pointed out in
illustrations, and by presenting images of similar
species on the same page in similar poses and sizes
for comparison. Overnight, identifying birds changed
from a tedious affair to almost a game.
The story of Peterson’s development of the modern
field guide has been told many times. What is not
well known is Roger Tory Peterson the man. This
book is filled with revelations about his personal life:
his ability to focus intently on his work, his absentmindedness, his terrible driving, and his almost
complete disregard for his personal well-being when
searching for birds. Although he is widely regarded
as one of the premier American bird artists, this book
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On the Wing: To the Edge of the Earth with the
Peregrine Falcon, by Alan Tennant. Anchor Books,
New York, NY; 2005; 302 pages, paperback.
This is an incredible journey from Central America
to the Arctic in a plane that had seen much better
days. The author and his pilot, George Vose, followed
an Arctic Peregrine Falcon during her flight to her
winter home in Central America and then back to the
Arctic where the next generation fledged and started
the cycle again. This is an adventure story filled
with great insight into our natural world. Flying the
Cessna Skyhawk and keeping it in one piece was an
amazing feat in itself.
Alan Tennant is a gifted writer. He makes you feel
that you are with him in the cockpit looking for
Amelia, the young Peregrine Falcon. As you read On
the Wing, you will learn more about nature and the
geography of North America. The book is a fun, easy
read and moves along quickly.
— Niles F. Brown
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Birds in Flight: The Art and Science of How Birds
Fly, by Carrol L. Henderson. Voyageur Press,
Minneapolis, MN; 2008; 160 pages.
Given humans’ longtime fascination with birds
and their ability to fly, surprisingly little has been
written about the mechanics and physics of bird
flight. Most of the books available are decades old
and were published before the advent of highquality, high-speed photography. Carrol Henderson’s
book addresses this information gap by presenting
a technical, but very understandable, explanation
of bird flight. His explanations are illustrated by
diagrams and photographs, and take readers through
such topics as wing loading, thrust, drag, and stalling.
But this is no dry technical treatise. Henderson, a
wildlife biologist, photographer, and bird tour leader,
sprinkles in personal anecdotes and the stories behind
the pictures. Most of the photos in the book are his,
having been selected from his collection of more
than 70,000 images to show the form, function, and
beauty of flight. The photos are big and colorful and
on virtually every page, making this book as much
a coffee-table picture book as a basic primer on bird
flight.
Henderson has taken care to make the science of flight
accessible to the average bird enthusiast, and presents
it in a form that is as beautiful as it is educational.
After reading this book, you will never look at a flying
bird the same way again.
—Scott W. Gillihan

Owls of North America, by Frances Backhouse.
Firefly Books, Buffalo, NY; 215 pages.

Frances Backhouse’s book on owls is a
fascinating treatment of a fascinating topic. The
first half of the book presents information on
owl classification, vision, behavior, migration,
hunting, communication, breeding, folklore—
there’s hardly a stone left unturned. Each
page—in fact, each paragraph—is packed with
information. Backhouse, an established science
writer, has done an outstanding job of gleaning
information from scientific papers and other
sources and presenting it in an easily read
format.
The second half of the book is made up of
profiles of the 23 species of owl found in North
America and northern Mexico. Each profile
includes a large photograph, a range map, and
detailed information on the species’ appearance,
voice, behavior, distribution, habitat, feeding
habits, migration, and conservation.
Backhouse’s crisp writing is a pleasure to read;
for example, she describes the Barn Owl’s call as
“a prolonged gargling scream.” Facts that would
be dry and dull in a scientific paper are made
colorful and intriguing by the author’s skilled
writing.
Beautiful photographs and a mountain of
information make this book a wise choice for
anyone who loves owls or birds in general.
—Scott W. Gillihan
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Research Review

A Summary of Recent Scientific Research on Bluebirds and Other Cavity-nesters
Scott W. Gillihan

What influences egg pigmentation in Eastern Bluebirds?
Bluebird eggs come in various shades of blue.
The blue pigment comes from a substance called
biliverdin, which is produced by the female. But
biliverdin also serves other important functions in
birds, and using it to color eggs diverts it from these
other functions. The authors of this study recognized
that coloring eggs blue must be so important that it
outweighs the other functions. But why is it important
to bluebirds that their eggs be blue?

of Wood Duck nests in their study area were black
rat snakes, raccoons, and squirrels. During a flood,
those predators were probably forced to move to
higher ground, drowned, or they switched to other
prey (such as fish stranded in shallow areas), which
allowed the Wood Ducks to successfully raise their
broods. The authors conclude that seasonal flooding
may have benefitted all birds that nest in bottomland
forests, but that flood-control measures have ended
that benefit in many areas.

One theory is that blue eggs send a message to males
that the female is in good physical condition. The
authors tested this theory by measuring the health of
nesting females, and comparing that to the color of
their eggs. They gauged health by calculating the ratio
of body mass to leg length—healthy females should
have a higher ratio than less-healthy females because
they weigh more. The researchers used a spectrometer
to measure how “blue” the eggs were.

C.L. Roy Nielsen and R.J. Gates. 2007. Reduced Nest
Predation of Cavity-nesting Wood Ducks During
Flooding in a Bottomland Hardwood Forest. The
Condor 109:210-215.

What they found was that healthier females laid eggs
that were darker blue (the eggs were heavier, too).
They also found that older females were more likely
to lay “bluer” eggs than younger females. These
findings support the idea that females could be using
pigmentation to let males know that they are healthy.
However, the researchers pointed out that the dark
interior of nest cavities might prevent males from
seeing the egg color. An alternative explanation is
that older and healthier females just produce more
biliverdin, and more of it ends up in the eggshells. As
is often the case, this study answers some questions
but raises others, so more research is needed to get to
the bottom of why bluebird eggs are blue.
L. Siefferman, K.J. Navara, G.E. Hill. 2006. Egg
Coloration is Correlated with Female Condition in
Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis). Behavioral Ecology
and Sociobiology 59:651-656.
How does flooding affect nest success?
During a study of cavity-nesting Wood Ducks in the
Mississippi River floodplain, the authors noticed that
the number of nests lost to predation declined in lowlying areas when they were flooded. They went back
and examined their long-term data and discovered
that this was a fairly consistent pattern. The predators
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How might restoring western forests to historic conditions
affect Western Bluebirds?
Ponderosa pine forests of the Rocky Mountains are
fire-adapted: They have always experienced periodic
fires, which killed off small trees and resulted in
open forests of large, widely spaced trees. That open
habitat was ideal for Western Bluebirds.
However, 100 years of aggressive fire suppression
has resulted in closed forests of small, closely spaced
trees. Since most of the forests are on public lands,
state and federal natural resource agencies have
been working to restore the forests to their historic
conditions by thinning all but the largest trees and
conducting prescribed burns to remove the remaining
small trees and shrubs.
The authors of this study were curious about how
this might affect Western Bluebird habitat. In an
area where forest thinning and burning had taken
place, they measured habitat conditions around
nests to compare the conditions around successful
nests with those around unsuccessful nests. Their
findings: Reducing ponderosa pine density too much
was harmful, unless Gambel oak remains (probably
due to the need for perches from which to watch
for insects), and removing small trees and shrubs
so that they can be replaced by low plants and bare
ground is beneficial (probably by providing good
habitat for insects). The authors provide specific
recommendations for tree densities and ground cover,
to be used by natural resource managers in order to
24				
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maintain or improve Western Bluebird habitat.
C.S. Wightman and S.S. Germaine. 2006. Forest Stand
Characteristics Altered by Restoration Affect Western
Bluebird Habitat Quality. Restoration Ecology 14:653661.
Can nest boxes boost populations of cavity-nesting ducks?
Common Goldeneye and Barrow’s Goldeneye are
ducks that nest in tree cavities of the Canadian and
Alaskan boreal forest.. The authors of this study
wanted to find out how readily these species would
accept nest boxes, where the nest boxes should be
placed in relation to a lake, and how successful those
nests would be.
Over the course of several nesting seasons, they found
that 23-43% of the nest boxes they put out were used
in any given year. Of the three general box locations
(above water; at the water’s edge; and away from the
water in an area of clearcut forest), the goldeneyes
showed no preference and nested in all three
locations. (American Kestrels used some of the boxes,
too, but only the ones in the clearcuts.) Goldeneye
nest success ranged from 37% to 67%; the main
cause of failure was nest abandonment, probably in
response to competition for the boxes, the relatively
high number of first-year breeders, or disturbance
from fishing activities at the lakes.
The authors conclude that nest boxes could be an
effective tool to boost populations of these species,
an especially important finding given the need for
conservation efforts for the Barrow’s Goldeneye in
eastern North America.
J.L. Savard and M. Robert. 2007. Use of Nest Boxes by
Goldeneyes in Eastern North America. The Wilson
Journal of Ornithology 119:28-34.
Natural history observations.
Not all papers published in scientific journals involve
the testing of a specific question. Observations of
novel behavior or basic natural history information
about birds are also worthy of publication.
One such paper reports on a Violet-green Swallow
laying a single egg in a Western Bluebird nest.
Finding eggs of one species mixed in with the clutch
of another species is unusual, but what made this
episode even more unusual was the fact that the
bluebird nest contained nine-day-old nestlings. The
authors know exactly when the egg was laid because
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they were videotaping the inside of the nest box as
part of a study on parental feeding behavior.
There are three possible explanations for this
behavior: 1) The swallow was trying to take over
the nest box from the bluebirds (not likely, given her
passive behavior toward the bluebird young and
parents); 2) she was parasitizing the bluebird nest,
i.e., laying her egg in their nest to relieve herself of
parental duties, just as cowbirds do (also not likely,
given the timing—she would’ve known that the
bluebirds would not incubate her egg because they
were busy feeding young); or 3) she was unable to
approach her own nest to lay the egg there, perhaps
due to the presence of a predator or because another
bird had taken over the nest; this behavior is known
as “egg-dumping.” The authors could not verify eggdumping as the explanation, because they did not
know the location of the swallow’s nest, but it seemed
the most plausible explanation. The authors returned
the next day to find the swallow egg still in the nest
box but broken.
A second paper reports on the capture of a lizard by
a Western Bluebird one winter morning. This species’
winter diet is mostly berries, but most animals
are opportunistic in their feeding habits, and this
individual had an opportunity to grab a small lizard
as it crawled up a post. After grabbing the lizard,
he hit its head against the post twice, apparently to
stun or kill it—a technique used by bluebirds against
large insect prey. The bird flew away with the lizard
before the author could confirm consumption, but
the behavior certainly suggested that the bluebird
intended to make a meal of the lizard.
Eastern Bluebirds have been known to capture small
snakes and even shrews, but this is the first published
report of a Western Bluebird capturing a vertebrate.
(A short report published in our journal under
its previous title, Sialia, noted a Western Bluebird
carrying a lizard, but that author did not actually
see the bird kill it.) No reports exist of Mountain
Bluebirds capturing vertebrate prey—something for
our members in the West to keep an eye out for.
D. Kleiber, J. Turner, A.E. Budden, and J.L. Dickinson.
2007. Interspecific Egg-dumping by a Violet-green
Swallow in an Active Western Bluebird Nest. The
Wilson Journal of Ornithology 119:126-128.
C.A. Stern. 2007. Western Bluebird Captures a Fence
Lizard. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 119:128129.
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A great big THANK YOU to these NABS Sponsors!
Our sponsors support the work of NABS through an annual contribution
Blue Diamond Level (at least $5,000)
Anonymous
Silver Level (at least $1,000)

Droll Yankees
George Petrides
Wild Bird Centers
								
of America

Wild Birds Unlimited

Bronze Level (at least $500)

Nature’s Way

Sunshine Mealworms

Texas Bluebird Society

Ellis Bird Farm

Anonymous

Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project

Grubco

True Blue Level (at least $250; available only to NABS Affiliates)

North Carolina Bluebird Society

Indiana Bluebird Society 		
					

Virginia Bluebird Society

Southern Interior		
Bluebird Trail Society

Bluebird					

New York State Bluebird Society

Southern California Bluebird Club
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Affiliates of the North American Bluebird Society
The North American Bluebird Society serves as
a clearinghouse for ideas, research, management
and education on behalf of all bluebirds and
other native cavity-nesting species. NABS
invites all state, provincial, and regional bluebird
organizations to become NABS affiliates in a
confederation of equals all working together
toward a common goal, a further partnership
in international bluebird conservation. No cost
is associated with affiliating with NABS. Your
Alberta
Calgary Area Bluebird Trail Monitors
George Loades
167 Canterbury Dr, SW
Calgary, AB T2W-1H3 - CANADA
bluebird@creb.com
Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd.
Myrna Pearman
PO Box 5090
Lacombe, AB T4L-1W7 - CANADA
403.885.4477
403.887.5779
mpearman@telus.net
www.ellisbirdfarm.ab.ca
Mountain Bluebird Trails
Conservation Society
Gwen Tietz
PO Box 401 Stn Main
Lethbridge, AB T1K-3Z1 - CANADA
403.553.2780
mtnblue@telus.net

affiliated organization will be recognized and
listed on the NABS web site and in Bluebird.
If your organization has a newsletter, please
forward a copy to our headquarters. To find out
more about becoming a NABS affiliate, read our
Affiliate Letter. Notice: If you are listed below,
please check listing to see if it is current. If not,
please contact web@nabluebirdsociety.org with
correct information.

Arkansas
Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Jim Janssen
83 Forfar Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72715
479.855.4451
J-G_Janssen@sbcglobal.net
British Columbia
Southern Interior Bluebird Trail
Society
Sherry Linn
18588 Old Richter Pass Rd
Osoyoos, BC V0H-1V5 -CANADA
250.495.7891
goldstrm@vip.net
www.bcbluebirds.org
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California
California Bluebird Recovery
Program
Dick Blaine
22284 N De Anza Circle
Cupertino, CA 95014
408.257.6410
dick@theblaines.net
www.cbrp.org
Colorado
Colorado Bluebird Project
Audubon Soc of Greater Denver
Kevin Corwin - 720.482.8454
9308 S Wadsworth Blvd
Littleton, CO 80128
303.973.9530
303.973.1038 f
bluebirdproject@denveraudubon.org
www.denveraudubon.org/bluebird.htm
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Idaho
Our Bluebird Ranch
Leola Roberts
152 N 200 E

Blackfoot, ID 83221
208.782.9676

Rocky Mountain Blues
David Richmond
HC 67 Box 680
Clayton, ID 83227
208.838.2431
fowest@custertel.net
Illinois
Jo Daviess County BBRP
Dick Bach
9262 Fitzsimmons Rd.
Stockton, IL 61085
815.947.2661
kiritemoa@mwci.net
www.naturalareaguardians.org
East Central Illinois Bluebird Society
Loren Hughes
1234 Tucker Beach Rd
Paris, IL 61944
217.463.7175
lghughes@joink.com
Indiana
Indiana Bluebird Society
Ken Murray
PO Box 134
Rensselaer, IN 47978-0134
219.866.3081
ibs@indianabluebirdsociety.org
www.indianabluebirdsociety.org
The Brown County Bluebird Society
Dan Sparks
PO Box 660
Nashville, IN 47448
812.988.1876
360.361.3704 f
b4bluebirds@yahoo.com
American Bird Conservation Assoc.
Merlin Lehman
60026 CR 35
Middlebury, IN 46540
574.825.8739

Iowa Bluebird Conservationists
Jerad Getter
PO Box 302
Griswold, IA 51535
712.624.9433 h
712.527.9685w
jgetter@hotmail.com
Bluebirds of Iowa Restoration
Jaclyn Hill
2946 Ubben Ave
Ellsworth IA 50075-7554
515.836.4579
jaclynhill@netins.net
Kentucky
Kentucky Bluebird Society
Bob Ivy
PO Box 3425
Paducah, KY 42002
270.898.6688
731.688.0031
bobivy@centurytel.net
www.biology.eku.edu/kbs
Louisiana
Louisiana Bayou Bluebird Society
Evelyn Cooper
1222 Cook Rd
Delhi, LA 71232
318.878.3210
kpkmajk@cox.net
www.labayoubluebirdsociety.org
Maine
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
Joseph F. Gray
35 Schooner Street #103
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207.563.3578
joecar@gwi.net
www.midcoastaudubon.org
Manitoba
Friends of the Bluebirds
Barry Danard
PO Box 569
Killarney, MB R0K 1G0 - CANADA
204.523.8258
jbdanard@mts.net
www.mts.net/~jbdanard/index.html

Maryland
Maryland Bluebird Society
Iowa
Kathy Kremnitzer
Johnson County Songbird Project
19305 Deer Path
Jim Walters
Knoxville, MD 21758
1033 E Washington
301.662.7818
Iowa City, IA 52240-5248
Griffin459@myactv.net
319.466.1134
www.mdbluebirdsociety.org
james-walters@uiowa.edu
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Massachusetts
Massachusetts Bluebird Association
Henry R. Denton
726 Montgomery Road
Westfield, MA 01085-1090
413.562.0926
daltd9@msn.com
www.massbluebird.org
Michigan
Michigan Bluebird Society
Kurt Hagemeister
PO Box 2028
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-2028
734.663.9746
810.736.8713 f
khagemeister@michiganbluebirds.org
www.michiganbluebirds.org
Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis
Lance Krog
22035 Penn Ave
Lakeville, MN 55044
952.469.2054
lancek@frontiernet.net
www.bbrp.org
Missouri
Missouri Bluebird Society
Jack Dodson
3926 Old Hwy 179
Jefferson City, MO 65109
573.636.3313w
jackdodson@missouribluebird.org
www.missouribluebird.org
Montana
Mountain Bluebird Trails, Inc.
Robert Niebuhr
600 Central Ave, Ste 320
Great Falls, MT 59401
406.453.5143
406.453.3840 fax
blubrdbob@qwestoffice.net
www.mountainbluebirdtrails.com
Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
Derry Wolford
705 9th Ave
Shenandoah, IA 51601
info@bbne.org
derrywolford@prodigy.net
www.bbne.org
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New Hampshire
NH Bluebird Conspiracy
Bruce Burdett
5 Upper Bay Rd
Sunapee, NH 03782-2330
603.763.5705
blueburd@verizon.net
New York
NY State Bluebird Society
John Ruska
3149 Witaker Road
Fredonia, NY 14063
716.679.9676
ruskhill@adelphia.net
www.nysbs.org
Orleans Bluebird Society
Dennis Colton
10967 Ridge Road
Medina, NY 14103
585.798.4957
dcolton001@rochester.rr.com
Schoharie County Bluebird Society
Kevin Berner
499 West Richmondville Rd
Richmondville NY 12149
518.294.7196
bernerkl@cobleskill.edu
North Carolina
NC Bluebird Society
Helen S. Munro
22 Bobolink Road
Jackson Springs, NC 27281
910.673.6936
president@ncbluebird.org
www.ncbluebird.org
Ohio
Ohio Bluebird Society
Bernie Daniel
9211 Solon Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45242
513.706.3789
ohiobluebird@acninc.net
www.ohiobluebirdsociety.org
Oklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
Herb Streator
6400 E. Commercial St
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
918.806.2489
sialia@worldnet.att.net

Ontario
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
Bill Read
24 Brandt Place
Cambridge , ON, N1S 2V8 - CANADA
519.620.0744
info@billreadsbooks.com
www.oebs.ca
Oregon
Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project
Charlie Stalzer
PO Box 1469
Sherwood, OR 97140
email@prescottbluebird.com
www.prescottbluebird.com

Virginia
Virginia Bluebird Society
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
540.373.4594
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org
www.virginiabluebirds.org
Washington
Cascadia Bluebird & Purple Martin
Society
Michael Pietro
3015 Squalicum Pkwy #250
Bellingham, WA 98225
360.738.2153
mmpietro@hinet.org

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of PA
Kathy Clark
PO Box 756
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0756
717.695.0700
KCBSP@aol.com
www.thebsp.org

West Virginia
Potomac Valley Audubon Society
Peter Smith
PO Box 578
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304.876.1139
pvsmith@frontiernet.net
www.potomacaudubon.org

Purple Martin Conservation Assoc.
John Tautin
Tom Ridge Environmental Center
301 Peninsula Dr., Suite 6
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-2090
jtautin@purplemartin.org
www.purplemartin.org

Wisconsin
Aldo Leopold Audubon Society
Larry Graham
918 Arts Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481
715.344.0968
lgraham@uwsp.edu
www.aldoleopoldaudubon.org

Tennessee
Tennessee Bluebird Trails
Louis Redmon
381 Liberty Rd
Wartburg, TN 37887
423.346.3911
tnbt@comcast.net

Bluebird Restoration Assoc of
Wisconsin
Patrick Ready
1210 Oakwood Ct
Stoughton, WI 53589
608.873.1703
pready@tds.net
www.braw.org

Texas
Texas Bluebird Society
Pauline Tom
PO Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704
512.268.5678
ptom5678@gmail.com
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org
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Lafayette County Bluebird Society
Carol McDaniel
14953 State Rd. 23
Darlington, WI 53530-9324
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Renew Today! Give a friend the gift of bluebirds!
Date _________________
o New Membership o Renewal

o A gift subscription from: ____________________________________________ for:

o 1 Year o 2 Years o 3 Years o 4 Years			
			Household
Single Person
Subscribing		
o $30		
o $20			
Supporting		 o $50		
o $40
Contributing		
o $85		
o $75			
Guardian		 o $110		
o $100
Life			
o $500		
o $500			
Organization		
Small Business		
Corporation		

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State / Province: ______

ZIP: ______________________

o $50					Phone: __________________________________________
o $50
o $125					Email: __________________________________________

Additional Donation
o $30 o $50 o Other __________
o “Friend of NABS” for current calendar year (does not include quarterly Bluebird) $15
o Check enclosed (in U.S. funds)
o Visa o MasterCard
Card #__________________________________
Last 3 digits on reverse side: ______________
Expiry: ________ Signature: ______________________________

North American Bluebird Society
P.O. Box 43
Miamiville, OH 45147
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Please recycle
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