


Training Bluebirds to Use a Feeder

A:=3eline 8. Cromack
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A Bluebird Trail as a Teaching Aid

Tom A. Barber

For the past four years {1984-
1987) we have had the unique exper-
ience of having Doug LeVasseur band
Eastern Bluebirds on our school play-
ground. Liberty Elementary in GCam-
bridge, Ohio, has a two box trail. Thirty-
three birds have fledged from this
small trail with seventeen of these
birds being bandad.

Mr. LeVasseur has come into my
fourth grade classroom each spring
and taught the reasons bluebirds have
declined and what we can do to help
them. Three different springs he has
come back and banded. He also
banded once in late summer.

During the nesting season of 1985,
we had no successful blueblrd nest-
ings because House Sparrows took
over the trail. LeVasseur built traps in
both boxes. In 1986, four adult mate
sparrows were caught and taken into
town nine miles away and released.
That season thirteen bluebirds fledged
from four successful nestings.

Again this spring, 1987, House
Sparrows were a problem at Liberty.
In early March an adult male bluebird
was found dead in a nesting box by a
child who llves near the school, This
bluebird had a band on its leg. The
fourth graders checked the band num-
bers of the nestlings we had banded
28 August 1888. Sure enough, it
matched one of those birds. We knew
from this Information that the dead
adult was seven months, three days
old. He had claimed a box only 200
yards from where he was hatched. He
was breeding fairly quickly and had
survived the mild winter.

The traps were not working as not
a sparrow was caught with them. An-
other adult bluebird male was found
dead inside a box on our trail with the
sparrow still in the box with him. | was
able to catch the male sparrow by
hand. Then we got lucky and a palr of
bluebirds nested in one box. Lelasseur
camea to school and banded 29 May
1987.

We mailed the band from the re-
covered bird to the Banding Laboratory
in Laurel, Maryland, with each child
writing about what they had learned.
The students also wrote about the
boxes they had built at school and put
up at home. Af this time, in early May,
four students had bluebirds nesting in
their boxes. LeVasseur had helped us
build twenty-two nesting boxes by cut-
ting out the kits. Following his instruc-
tions the students nailed them to-
gether In our gym.

As the nestlings hatched at Liber-
ty thls spring, one student in particu-
lar wanted to watch the parents feed
the nestlings and record this informa-
tion. Scott Secrest timed the adult
birds with a stopwatch. He recorded
the length of time they were inside the
box and noted whether they carried out
fecal sacs. He spent his recesses mak-
ing daily observations.

This same student set up a six box
trail of his own at his home. He was ex-
cited when a palr set up housekeeping
in one of the boxes closest to his
house. He kept careful notes when the
eggs were laid and when they hatched.
He called Doug LeVasseur and ar-
ranged for him to come out to his home
and band his five nestlings. Things
want very smoothly and the babies
fledged.

Then he was even more excited
whan the palr returned for a second at-
tempt to raise a family. He saw me at
the library 17 June and told me he had
three eggs. Again he kept records and
checked the progress every day. The
eggs hatched 2 July and sverything
was going well. Then Sunday, 5 July,
his mom called me. She said he had
gone out to check the babiss and
started crying very hard. He found the
fermale dead on the ground in front of
the box. The bables were four days old.
The male was flying very close to Scott,
so | teld his mother that the male could
feed the young on his own and they
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Kyna Barber building a blusbird box at Doug LeVas-
seur's home. Wendy Owens Is helping her by holding
the box.

Jennlfer Heller and Scott Secrest cbserving the feeding of blueblrd nestlings on
the school playground 26 May 1987. These students gave up recess time 10 study
bluebirds.

Volume g, Number 4 149
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GAY DUNCAN

Bluebirders were saddened to learn that Gay Duncan of Southern
Pines, North Carolina, had passed away in August after a battle with can-
cer. Gay had a deep love for bluebirds and a wonderfully gentle way with
pecple; thus, she was able to share her enthusiasm and spread the word
about bluebird conservation throughout her home area of North Caro-

lina. Gay was a past NABS board member and a founding member of the
North Carolina Bluebird Society. Her care for others was exemplified in
ministering weekly to the elderly in a nearby nursing home. Qur heartfett
sympathy goes out to her family. As a fellow North Carolinlan said, “Gay
must surely be watching us from above as she is now in peace.” To that
we say, "Amen!”

—M. Janetatos

volume 9, Number 4

Photographa by Tom Barber.

Nestling bluebird being held by fourth graders during the banding on 29 May 1987
which was completed by Doug LeVasseur.
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Above is a drawing of a device Dean Sheldon constructed to enable him to check
the nests and eggs of swallows, robins, and other species. Use a flashlight with
this mirror If you use it in adimly llt area.
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a front opening. A total of 114 blue-

birds fledged during 1986; 78% of the

boxes had cne riest and 19% had two
nests.

Garnett W. Atking

Pembroke, Virginia

Dear Editor:

Enclosed is a clipplng from the Nor-
man, Oklahoma Transcript about a
bluebird trail which ] set up in a nature
park in town at the park department’s
request. Nothing to report yet.

| do have a successful short trall 17
miles east of Norman In scrub ocak
country. The one in Sutton park Is mere
an exercise in consclousness-raising.

My husband and | enjoyed the NABS
convention at Western Hills [OK]—es-
pecially the tine enthusiastic people.

Patricia Foliey
Noble, Oklahoma

Dear Editor:

Art Briggs-Jude, near Westport, just
north of Kingstron, heads a group of
us to encourage the return of the blue-
bird. Enciosed is material he authored
from a display at the Picneer Supper
held at Westport, August 25, 1984.

Jack Sylvester
Kingston, Ontario

THE BLUEBIRPS AND THE PIONEERS

WHEN THE EARLY SETTLERS
CAMETO THIS LAND, THEY CLEARED
THE FOREST GROWTH AND CREATED
FIELDS AND OPENINGS FCR THEIR
CROPS AND CATTLE. WHILE SOME
KINDS OF WILDLIFE WERE PUSHED
BACK, OTHERS ACTUALLY IN-
CREASED BECAUSE OF THIS
CHANGE IN LANDSCAPE. MOST
NOTICEABLE TO THE PIONEERS
WERE THE SOFT—VQICED BIRDS
THAT BUILT THEIR NESTS IN THE
HOLLOWS OF THEIR RAIL FENCES
OR IN THE HOLES iN THEIR HOME-
STEAD TREES.

THIS EARLY SEASON MIGRANT,
WITH THE SKY-BLUE WINGS AND
EARTH-TONED BREAST, SOON BE-
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CAME KNOWN AS THEIR HARBINGER
OF SPRING. AFTER ENDURING A
LONG, COLD WINTER WITH UNBE-
LIEVABLE HARDSHIPS, THE SIGHT
OF THE FIRST RETURNING BLUE-
BIRDS IN MARCH GAVE THESE
STRUGGLING SETTLERS NEW HOPE
THAT SPRING AND MILD WEATHER
WERE AT LAST ON THE WAY. YET
THIS RELATIONSHIP WAS NOT LIM-
ITED TO THE BIRD'S GOOD OMEN IN
THE SPRING FOR THE BLUEBIRD BE-
CAME A NEIGHBOR AT THE WELL, A
CHORISTER ALONG THE LANE, AND
AN ALLY IN THE GARDEN. POETS,
SCRIBES, AND COMPOSERS WERE
INSPIRED BY ITS PLAINTIVE NOTES
AND ITS PLEASANT DISPOSITION.
ARTISTS STRIVED TO MATCH TS
SOFT COLOR TONES.

YET, AFTER A HUNDRED AND
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, THE BLUE-
BIRD, A PART AND PARCEL OF ON-
TARIO'S RURAL COUNTRYSIDE, BE-
GAN TO FADE FROM OUR MIDST.
COMPETITION FOR NEST CAVITIES
FROM IMPORTED HOUSE SPARROWS
AND EUROPEAN STARLINGS, TOXIC
SPRAYS OF THE NOW-BANNED D.D.T.
TYPE, CLEAN FARM AND WOODLOT
PRACTICES, AND LOSS OF HABITAT
DUE TO URBAN SPREAD HAVE RE-
MCVED THE TRADITIONAL HARBIN-
GER OF SPRING FROM MANY AREAS.
FORTUNATELY, THERE IS HOPE AND
AWAY TO BRING THEM BACK.

THIS NEST BOX, MADE FROM CEN-
TURY OLD BARN BOARD, WHEN
PLACED ON A FENCEPOST IN OPEN
FARMLAND, COULD BE A HOME FOR
A BLUEBIRD NEXT SPRING. ITS DE-
SIGN HAS BEEN PROVEN IN THE
FIELD FCOR OVER TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS. THIS BEAUTIFUL AND BENE-
FICIAL BIRD IS IN DIRE NEED OF
HELP, NOT SEVERAL YEARS HENCE
WHEN THE EFFORT MAY BE TOO
LATE, BUT RATHER NOW WHILE
ENOUGH NUMBERS EXIST TO EN-
SURE ITS FUTURE. OUR FORE-
FATHERS LEFT THIS AVIAN LEGACY
IN OUR TRUST. SURELY WE CAN
LEND A HAND 8O THAT QUR CHIL-
DREN TCC MAY BE ABLE TO SHOW
THEIR CHILDREN A BLUEBIRD.

ART BRIGGS-JUDE
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feedings {| used moistened Purina Cat
Chow}, and later my daughter and | resorted
to insects and frult, trylng to teach them to
sat things found In nature, not cat food.
They learned to fly in my apare bedroom;
needless to say, what a mess that was! The
whole event was an experlence | remem-
ber with much joy and sadness. Joy be-
cause it was such a thrlll to have these
beautiful creatures in my housse, gentle as
pets; but, oh so sad, because | was advised
by a professor at the Unlversity of Tenn-
essea Veterinary School that the chances of
ralslng them was extremasly low, and that if |
dld, thelr chances of survival on thelr own
wasg almost nonexistant. But raise them we
did, and with much sadness released them
after six weeks.

J.D. Tankersly, of Maurartown, VA,
wistfully wishes for a Steinway grand piano
and an organ on which to play Bach and
Mendelssohn, but sald, "just now | have to
be satlsfled with only a blusbird nest box.”
A palr of bluebirds had set up housekeep-
ing In one of his boxes. Another palr came
through the yard, ““...they were a litlle larger
than my bluebirds at the nest box. After
resting on the roof of my house for one
hour, the two flew west. Perhaps they are
headed to WV or KY. They definltely are not
from around here. They were not afraid of
me. | hoped they would stay as they were
truly great spacimens.” Maybe the “larger”
bluebirds had been dining on the periodic
cicadas with which the Eastern states were
inundated In late May and June. This crop
of gigantic insects managed to amaze,
amuse and “tarrorize’” the poputace, as wsll
as to satiate the nestling blrds evarywhers.
In one NABS headquarters Incident, | was
startled to realize one of the glant bugs had
landed in my halr! NABS staff member
Glenda Pollack coolly plucked it out though
Michele Wright said it made a nice “bar-
rette’!

Cheryl Lord of nearby Waldorf, MD,
called to say that a temale bluebird had
claimed a four-compartment, old-timey nest
box. The bluebird built nests in three out of
four of the cavlties, then lald eggs In two
nests and divided her Incubation time be-
tween them. A male wren bullt a dummy
nest In the fourth cavity but dldn’t attract a
female.

Alton Wetmore, of Stow, OH, wrote In
June, "Please put up with a 94 year stroke
victlm who |s very lonely since Just losing a
lovely wife. An article on blusbirds inter-
gsted me. In early 1900s In northern Ohlo |
had wren and bluebird house and on 150
acre farm knew of elght blrd nests in boxes
...5ome nested thres times a year. Saw
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sparrows by 1926..trapped sparrows al-
ways. | saw one biuebird a few years ago,
but my children have never seen one. | am
very glad that someone is helping. .Wish
you and Dr. Zeleny every success.” Also in
June, my Uncle Frank Dougherty of Hazle-
ton, PA, (my birthplace) celehrated his 100th
birthday —wlith Aunt Margare! lovingly look-
ing on. Maybe my homelown doesn’t have
bluebirds, but In the nearby town of Heg-
Ins, David Hand tells of results with his 20
boxes. “Flve of my boxes have blueblrds,
flve have Tree Swallows, two are belng used
by chickadees, five by wrans (looklng back
on it | put three at good spots for wrens—
clogse to wooded areas), one by sparrows
and two aren’t being used at all. I've been
thinking about golng to the NABS Annual
Meeating, but | think | would feel out of place
because | really don't know very much. I'm
a very 'amateur amateur'.' But that's how
averyone Started out, Davidl

Even bluebird GIANTS Dick Tuttle, Art
Aylesworth and Duncan Mackintosh had to
start somewhere! The Sunday, July 12 issuse
of The Columbus (OH) Dispatch sald,
“Thank a Tree Swallow It you're not bugged
by mosqultos after the flood at Delaware
State Park. Thank Dick Tuttle while you'ra at
it. Only Mother Nature has done more for
swallows and another Insect-eater, blue-
birds, than Tuttle. ‘Earller this year | had
raised my 2,000th blueblrd,’ said Tuttle.” As
Dick coped with July floods he said, “At
one polnt § was ready to go to Delaware
State Park and get two of avery species...."

Art of Ronan, MT, and Duncan of Leth-
bridgse, Alberta, have baen so successful
through thelr Mountain Bluebird Trall group
that Montana Magazine's June |ssus told of
two palrs of Eastern Blusblrds sighted in
Clrcle, MT. We're now convinced tha! East
is East (srn Bluebird) and West i3 West (ern
Bluebird) and MONTANA (Mountain Blue-
blrd) 1s where they all meetl They'd all bet-
ter watch out—the NABS headquarters
MIGHT relocata—right in the state where all
three bluebird specles can be found!

Members who told me of their afforts
to pubiiclze NABS recently include the fol-
iowing: Myra Swan, of Ava, MD, partlcipated
in a radlo cali-In auction by offering NARS
bluebird feeders. She scld a number of
them, and publicized the Missouri State
Blird (Eastern Bluebird) as weall. Joe D. Allen
of Clarksville, TN, wrote an article in the
Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle which generated
a number of inquirles for NABS material.
Blll Abbey of Clemmons West also had a
plece printed In the Clemmons (NC) Cour-
fer, which showed him checking his “fleld
diary” on his 72 bluabird boxes In Tangle-

(Continued on page 159)
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Bluebird Restoration Association of
Wisconsin, Blair Joseyn, Minnesota
DNR and Larry Hood, Speclal Agent
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Saturday afterncon’s moderator
Gerhard Alexis presented Boz Metzdorf
and Mike Leitner who gave the pre-
miere showing of the new Minnesota
bluabird film “Jewels of Blue.” This
film highlights the predigious bluebird
conservation efforts of Dick Peterson.
Dick and his wife, Vi, have been phe-
nominally successful in alerting their
neighbors in Minnesota and nearby
states to the bluebirds’ decline In pop-
ulation and need for human help. Dick
has devised the unique ''Peterson box™
which is now in widespread regional
use. The film is a lovely one which
will be well received. “The lowa Kes-
trel Program” was presented by Doug
Reeves, wildlife biologist with the lowa
Nongame DNR. Kevir Kotz, wildlife
biclegist with the Minnesota DOT, de-
scribed how the “Bluebird Project, MN
Dept. of Transportation” has imple-
mented the placing of nesting boxes in
fenceposts along the state’s highways.

Staff biologist Jeff Burns of Rob-
binsdale Farm and Garden spoke on
the “Breeding Biology of Wrens,” con-
firming the often-observed, annoying
habits of wrens destroylng the eggs
and nestlings of bluebirds, chickadees,
etc. Since wrens are native birds, it is
illegal to destroy them, the audience
was reminded by Special Agent Larry
Hood. Dorene Scriven, founding mem-
ber of the Bluebird Recovery Program
of Minnesota, and NABS Founder Larry
Zeleny fielded questions from the aud-
ience regarding ‘“‘Predation Problems
on the Bluebird Trall” and other topics
of concern to bluebirders. There was a
lively open discussion and idea ex-
change.

Following the banquet dinner, Pro-
fessor “Avian Guano’ surprised, de-
lighted, entertained and educated the
audience with environmentally ori-
ented subject matter.

The meeting concluded on Sunday
wlth field trips to the following areas:
MN Valley Refuge and Bob Smith’s
Blueblrd Trail led by Jehn Thompson,
Carlos Avery Blological Research Sta-
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tion led by Carrol Henderson, Minne-
sota Zoo ied by Nancy O'Connor, and a
tour of the University of Minnesota Ar-
boretum.

It was indeed a fascinating and
stimulating event and, In fact, yieided
program speakers for the NABS Tanth
Annual Meeting scheduled for 18, 19
and 20 September at the National 4-H
Center in Chevy Chase, MD. As always,
it was heartening and encouraging to
meet 80 many good and earnest pec-
ple helping the beautiful “gems of
blue"” —our beloved Sialia sialis. =]
e e e oy )

{BLUEBIRD TALES—continued from page
157)

wood Park. Terra Studios of Fayettsvllle,
AK, continues to publicize the cause of
bluebird conservation in thelr flyer which
accompanies “Bluebird of Happiness”
signed and dated collectibles designed and
made by Leo Ward, master ¢raftsman and
co-owner with his wife, Rita. Televlsion
vlewers In the Binghamton, NY, area were
able to see a very effectlve Interview by
David Rossi of NABS President Sadie
Dorber; and in the Washington, DC, area,
West Sarginson vislted Larry Zeleny's blue-
bird trail in Beltsville with NABS Founder
Larry and Executive Director Mary Janeta-
tos. Other bluebirders who hold high the
banner of bluebird conservation include
Tom Mayer, of Bedford HIlls, NY, of whom
Mrs. Peter Wood of Cross Rivers, NY,
wrote: “For three years now..Tom Meyer
has been helping us establish a trail—he
has given us many houses and shared his
experlences with us...our fledglings tripled
from last year (16 10 48)...just wanted you
to know who is out thare doing the work—
around here it’s Tom|” Tom himself sent us
a newspaper article which pictured veteran
bluebirder Beresford Proctor's marathon
efforts In building over 3,000 masterfully
crafted nest boxes In his home area of
Mamaroneck, NY. Tom also shared wlth us a
poem by Diana Hunt Westa, an 86-year-old
beneflclary of Tom’s and Beresford’s ef-
forts,

The First Blusblrd

Heaven dropped a bit of blue from Its sky
On a feathered back and wings,

And a rose reached up to touch a breast
With the glow a June day brings;

A breeze swept over the open fields

With a song for a sun-filled morn—

All these Joined togetherinaunlon of love,
and thus the blueblrd was born. n
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Eastern Bluebird Boosters

Sarkis Acoplan

Dave and Jan Ahligran
Mrs. Jocelyn Alexander
Thomas J. Arkinson
Charmaina Balnum
Suzan Baker

Marle A. Battle

Anna Bent

Frederick R. Blckal
Junius and Bea Birchard
Blueblrd Soclaty of Balla Vista
Eleancr A. Boehner
Warwick P. Bonsal

Jim C. Boozer

Bowater Carolina Corporation
Mrs. John W. Brooks
Mr. Walter T. Bruce

Or, Shirl Brunelt

Edith F. Camp

Marvin Carkhuff

Paul and Diane Chance
Chemlawn Services Corp.
John G. Davldeon
Robert Danko

Harvey E. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davls
Paul Detwsller

Mrs. Haskall Duncan
Harriet E. Gleaton, M.D.
Mrs. F.D. Gotlwald, Jr.
Gaorge N. Grant

Art Gragory

Glanna Grimmer
Guiltord Garden Club
Eigle M. Ham

Mrs. Garrett Horder

Mr. David C. Hosslton
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr,
Mr. R.N. Jesperson
Mary P. Kassenbrock
Peullne Kagserman
Martha Keating

Mary L. Kiplinger

Joan Lane

MW, Lewls 11|

Aletha J. Lindstrom
John H. Long

Ms. Foelicla Lovelett

Sr. Lorraine Mark, CSJ
Ralph S. Martin
Richard McGovarn
Wm. and Susan Mitchell
Nancy Ogg

David B, Oliver I
George P. O’Nell
Joseph A. Ondre)ko
C.W.E. Palne

ilary Jane B, Pearse
P.Michasl L. Pearson
R.M. Pennoyer
Constance D, Parry
Dorl Selens Rockefellar
James L. Acuse
Dorene H. Scriven
Ralph M. Shook

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Glan H. Sikas

Janifer Slx

K.M. Spancar

Dr. and Mrs. Waynae Splggle
G.J. Tankarsiay

Mrs. Jo AnnWllliams

Alma Winton

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Dave and Jan Ahlgran
Danald F. Andargon

Arrow Wiring Contractors, Inc.
Katherlne L. Baxter

Sarah 8. Braunwel|

Mrs. Hllda E. Bretzlaff
Coburn Britton

Dr. Shirl Brunall

George C. Buzby, Jr.

Tom and Bartbara Chambers
Clifton Communlity Woman's Club
Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mrs. Malco/m Dorber

Mrs. I.N. Duling

Ms. Theresa Elmendort
Gall Fuhrer

Pat Glvens

Mrs. Georgse Harmon
Mr.and Mrs. Dennls L Hayford
Bryan C. Habbsler

Hllltop Garden Club
Benjamin Hoff

Rachal A. Howard

Wilbur O. Huth

T.5. Kent, M.D.

John R, La Manng, Jr., M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Joan Lane

Mrs. C.R. Langmuir

Robert J. Lavell

Mrs. Marty V., Leonard
Charles Legnatt

Marlon Llles, Jr.

Ms, Betty Major

Mr.and Mre. Jesse G. Manley
Ralph S. Martin

W.T. Mattison

Drew McCausland, M.D,
Col. Stephen C. McCormlck
Betty H. Mcllwaln

J. Kent McNew

Oavld A. Musller

Mrs. Willlam A. Porter
Dorothy D. Rands

Lols M. Robarts, M.D,
Marvin and Mary Rubln
VIncant E. Schneibla
Carolyn A. Schwab

Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
John W, Skooglund

Pat Soehnien

Don Studdard

Richard F. Taylor

Mr. and Mre. Chris Thoma
Sherry Ulllus

Mr. and Mrs. N.C. Vestal, Jr.
Patricla H. Vaughn

Mrs. W.B. Waaver

Jeannle Wright

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Delos C. Dupraa
Frances J. Ehlers
W.J. Genobles

Mrg. Darlane Grove
Mary O. Janstatos
Leland D. Krape
Joseph A_ Krlz

Col. Sue Ozburn, USA Rat.
Mary Jane B. Pearse
Denald F. Pond
Glenn F. Savage
Matthew Sitek

Tim Stanley

Doug LeVasseur

Western Biuebird Booster

Carl R. Carlsen
Patricla Splalman
Earl C. Turner

Mountain Bluebird Booster

Patar J. Lapcheske
Nadene Shaw
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