





Vandalism is often a problem on
bluebird trails. 3ome nest boxes are
shot at, ripped off the post or left with
the top removed, exposing the nest
and contents to the elements. Some-
one reported three or four of my
nesting boxes for sale at a flea market.
Starlings have not been a problem as
they are excluded from nest boxes with
an entrance hole of 1% inches in
diameter. Over the years House Spar-
rows have been the greatest enemy of
both the bluebirds and swallows. Many
adults of both species have been found
dead in the nest boxes, victims of the
aggressive male sparrow, which simply
pecks them on their heads until they
succumb to the blows of the thick
sharp bill. Six adult Tree Swallows
were found dead in one nest box.
Sometimes the sparrows build a nest
over their victims, while other times the
male sparrow doesn’'t have a mate but
defends the nest box in hopes of at-
tracting a mate. On rare occasions
male sparrows have attacked and killed
young bluebirds in the nest boxes.
Unless | can capture and kill the male
sparrow, | remove the top from the nest
box for a couple of weeks and hope the
sparrows will depart.

During the past decade the rac-
coon population has exploded in
southeastern Saskatchewan. Rac-
coons first arrived in the province
around 1960. They remained rare until
1970. By 1980 they were well-estab-
lished in many areas and were consid-
ered a pest. During 1983 and 1984 rac-
coons were a menace to nesting blue-
birds around our farm. They virtually
cleaned out every nest box containing
eqggs, young and nesting females.
Canine distemper decimated the rac-
coon population late in 1984, In the
spring of 1985 some 40 nest boxes
were replaced on greased metal pipes
around the farm. There was no raccoon
depredation, perhaps because there
were no raccoons around.

Mountain Bluebirds begin to
return to Saskatchewan in March, the
exaclt date varies from vyear to year.
March 3 is the earliest spring arrival
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date that | have recorded. Generally
speaking, bluebirds have arrived by
March 21, the first day of spring. The
males are usually observed a few days
before the first females arrive. Migra-
tion continues into April, when pairing
and nest site selection occurs. Egg lay-
ing is usually under way during the first
ten days of May. Six or seven eggs are
the rule for the first clutch. The incuba-
tion period is about 14 days. The young
remain in the nest for 17 to 19 days.
When they leave the nest they do not
return. The parents feed the young for
several days after they have left the
nest. Within a couple of weeks many of
the biuebirds begin to build another
nest and the second clutch of eggs
usually numbering five or six is laid. By
the end of July the second family is on
the wing. | have no record of bluebirds
attempting a third nesting in Sas-
katchewan. Bluebirds remain in the
province until early October, traveling
and feeding in flocks of up to 75 birds.
The latest fall date on which | have ob-
served bluebirds is October 26. As a
result of the hundreds of volunteers
across the prairie province who are
building, setting out, cleaning, repair-
ing and monitoring nest boxes, there
are probably more bluebirds nesting in
the northern Great Plains than at any
other time in history. For people of all
ages and from all walks of life, the con-
struction and maintenance of bluebird
nest boxes has provided many hours of
relaxation and enjoyment. Unlike most
wildlife conservation work, one can
readily observe the fruits of his labor
when monitoring bluebird nest boxes.
I, like many others, am inspired to con-
tinue building, erecting and maintain-
ing biuebird nest boxes each time |
discover the beautiful bluebird occupy-
ing one of my nest boxes. The future of
the bluebird of happiness tnroughout
North America once again looks very
promising due to the excellent work of
the North American Bluebird Society
and the large number of volunteers
across the continent committed to
assisting the bluebird in its struggle
for survival. |

Box 995
Indian Head, SASK S0G 2KO
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show slopper was a caged live albino
bluebird for observation by the de-
lighted audience.

Dr. William A. Carter spoke on
“Nesting Ecology and Population
Trends of the Eastern Bluebird in Okla-
homa.” Dr. Carter's talk was both
scholarly and entertaining, indicative
of the need for attention to bluebirds
and other native cavity nesting birds.

After a break for coffee, Jay Banta
spoke of his work as a wildlife biologist
at the U.S. Army base at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma. His very fascinating talk de-
scribed how well wildlife co-existed
with Army tanks, guns and military
maneuvers on the base. Many times he
had observed the "action” going on
thunderously around the bluebird
boxes he had placed; he also never
observed any vandalism.

Dick Tuttle, of Delaware, Chio,
who is the originator of the NABS slide
program, “Where Have All the Blue-
birds Gone?" made an excellent
presentation entitled "A Study of
Winter Roost Site Management and the
Resultant Use by Eastern Bluebirds in
Delaware State Park, Delaware, Ohio.”
Dick plugs the ventilation slots and
drainage holes. The boxes thus treated
are widely used in winter by roosting
bluebirds.

After lunch, the NABS Annual
Business Meeting was held. The slate
of nominees for office and members of
the board which was sent out with
Sialia required one change. Because
Paulette Badman of Germantown,
Maryland, was unable to serve,
Nominating Chairman Lillian Lund
Files placed the name of Mrs, Alexan-
dria R. Samaras of Wilton, New Hamp-
shire in nomination. The amended slate
was elected by unanimous ballot.

A report on the general status of
each bluebird species was given. Elsie
Eltzroth, of Corvaliis, Qregon, de-
scribed in scholarly and colorful detail
the situation faced by Western Blue-
birds. She also bemoaned the lack of
volunteers in her area to carry on the
work so0 ably begun by Hubert Prescott,
now continued by Earl Gillis, her hus-
band, Merlin, and herself. John Rogers
of Brewerton, New York, reported on
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the excellent work being done for the
Eastern Bluebird especially by the Up-
state New York Bluebird Society. Myrna
Pearman of Red Deer, Alberta, told of
the phasing out of the ownership by
Union Carbide of the famous Ellis Bird
Farm and about the nesting success of
the Mountain Bluebird.

The NABS Awards for outstanding
efforts on behalf of bluebird conserva-
tion were presented by NABS Execu-
tive Director Mary Janetatos. (See
separate report elsewhere in this
issue.)

Karen Cole of the Arkansas Fish
and Game Commission gave a report
relating how, as an urban wildlife biolo-
gist, she was able to awaken the inter-
est of bluebird fanciers in her state in
order to motivate them to effective ac-
tion, using NABS resource materials
and the publicity channels of the Fish
and Game Commission.

Jack Finch and Terry Fisher pre-
sented “Winter Feeding of Bluebirds.”
Jack described collecting and refrig-
erating dogwood berries and then plac-
ing them on top of a nesting box and in
a small tray near the entrance hole.
Since bluebirds are naturally attracted
to cavities and they often return to the
box where they raised their young dur-
ing the previous season, this makes an
ideal way in which to feed them in
winter.

After a coffee break, Dr. Shirl
Brunell, NABS board member-elect and
author of | Hear Bluebirds, presented
her poignant program about two young
bluebirds whom she named Samson
and Baby Sister. The book makes
wonderful bluebird reading and it was a
memorable experience 10 hear the tale
firsthand.

Dr. Larry Zeleny, NABS Founder,
conducted a 'question and answer ¢or-
ner’ reminiscent of his S/alia feature.
He focused on questions regarding the
Eastern Bluebird’s life cycle. Assisting
him were Bryan Shantz, on behalf of
Mountain and Western Bluebirds, and
Mary Janetatos, who answered gues-
tions on the operations and scope of
the Society.

Following the Saturday evening
banguet the first evening program was
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Awards Presented

The North American Bluebird
Society awarded plaques and certifi-
cates at its Ninth Annual Meeting heid
at the Western Hills Guest Ranch,
Wagoner, Oklahoma on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, 1986, Several groups and indi-
viduals were recegnized for their con-
tributions to bluebird conservation

The John and Norah Lane
Award for an outstanding centribution
to bluebird conservation by an individu-
al was made to the following people:

Col. W.R. Robertson, Jr. of Roswell,
Georgia, recognizing his work over
mere than twenty years when he built
thousands of nesting bhoxes, gave
many talks on bluebird conservation
and helped the Camp Fire organizaticon
in the state of Georgia to integrate
bluebird conservation inte its pro-
grams.,

Ira M. Campbell, of Timberville,
Virginia, who, over the course of many
years has built, maintained, observed
and initiated innovative work with
bluebird nesting boxes, especially for
blowfly control. He has dealt creatively
with problems of bluebird trail manage-
ment.

Meade “Bluebird” Flinn, who has
saturated his hometown of Alberta, Vir-
ginia, with his own hundreds of nesting
boxes, has written numerous letters to
the editer of his local newspaper which
resulted in many others in his area be-
coming actively involved in bluebird
conservation and who, at age 90, has
been acclaimed by his fellow townfolk
as “Mr. Bluebird.”

Keith Kridler, of Mt. Pleasant, Texas,
who as a young hkoy began to build
bluebird nesting boxes which he
placed and monitored on the Kridler
Nursery grounds. He expanded his
study of bluebirds and activities on
their behalf and now as a young man he
can point to his innovative PVC hoxes
dotting the countryside in his area of
Texas. His efforts on behalf of blue-
birds have received much recognition
in the media, including an article in the
prestigious Texas Highways.

The Lawrence Zeleny Award for
an outstanding contribution to blue-
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bird conservation by an organization
was awarded to the following groups:

The Arkansas Fish and Game Com-
mission which, under the leadership of
Karen Cole, urban wildlife bioiogist,
has launched a stalewide “Save the
Bluebird” campaign with great suc-
cess.

The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation which
has, through donations to its “Return a
Gift to Wildlife Fund,” furthered
recognition of the plight of its state
bird: the Eastern Bluebird. One way it
did this was by cooperating with the
NYS Chapter of the National Audubon
Scciety in establishing throughout the
state a New York Nestbox Network.
NYS-DEC, through the good offices of
NABS President, Sadie Dorber, has
financially assisted the Society in
printing its brochure ““Where Have All
the Bluebirds Goneg?”

Framed certificates which were
decorated with bluebirds handpainted
by NABS board member and artist Fran
Hanes and imprinted with calligraphy
by NABS President Sadie Dorber, were
awarded 1o Harry Krueger of Qre City,
Texas, and Jim Boozer of Brevard,
North Carolina. Mr. Krueger has pro-
moted the cause of bluebird conserva-
tion by building, distributing and moni-
toring hundreds of boxes in his home
community and has begun the same
activity along Texas interstate
highways seeking to join with the trails
placed by Keith Kridler. Jim Boozer's
bluebird activities have been part of
North Carolina’s bluebird conservation
history, as he has been extremely ac-
tive over a period of many years. His
unique letterhead staticnery proclaims
“Bluebkird Bunks by Boozer.”

A beautiful 12-inch diameter ceramic
clock, created and hand-painted with
bluebirds by Fran Hanes, was opre-
sented to Mrs. Charlotte Jernigan, a
past NABS beoard member and the local
promoter of bluebird conservation in
Oklahoma. Mrs. Jernigan was the guid-
ing light behind the NABS Annual
Meeting and the articulate, punctual
emcee of the weekend. =
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Veteran atlendees at the annual meel-
ings included Laurence and Adelaide Saw-
yer of Ringgold. GA. and Ruby and Jack
Finch of Bailey, NC. Christine Helms of
Greenville. NC, recounled her advenlures
as a NABS speakers bureau member. She
nad valuable inpul for Bryan Shaniz who
hag taken on the job of assembling a new
NABS slide program on cavily nesting birds.

Members of the very active Belta Vista,
Arkansas Biuebird Society who atiended
were Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Nelson, Char
lotte Martin, Mr. and Mrs. V. Rodeberg,
John and Lela Sandfort and Mr. and Mrs.
E.T. Sollenbarger.

Canadian attendees who hosted the
Eighth Annual Meeting were able 10 relax
thts year and included Orest and Donna
Litivin, Fred Schutz, and Maxine O’Riordan
of Alberza. Mr. and Mrs. J.Q. Hurst repre-
sented Ontano. France and Andre Dion
and Andre Cyr of Quebec completed the
Canadian group.

Tedd Gutzke. of Kenmare, ND, de-
scribed a controversy raging over the use of
land on the national wildlite refuge of which
he 18 manager As 1s s0 often lhe case,
recrealional interests pressure for more In-
iensive use of natural areas than naturalists
desire.

Ohio bluebirders not mentioned else-
where incluged Doug LeVasseur of Seneca-
ville and Reid Caldwell of Lucas. Reid and
Theresa Catdwell considered the annual
meeling to be sufficiently romantic to cele-
brale their honeymoon with us about five
years ago. Now their second child 1s on Lhe
way Because they are both naturalisis,
they may be raising bluebirders as well as
bluebirds!

Malcolm Dorber, husband of NABS
President Sadie Dorber, was seen ducking
out between rain showers for some birding
In Sequoyah Stale Park on whose grounds
lhe Western Hills Guest Ranchwas located.

Yes, showers held sway lor most of the
weekend Those of us from the East were so
unaccustomed to being ready for rain that
“yours lruly” went to QOklahoma without
Doots or raincoat. | cannot in any way ac-
count for why | also left my hinoculars in
Silver Spring, MD, tut | remain everlastingly
grateful to those who {ent me hoots, jack-
et and binoculars—and were 80 gracious as
to not make me feel very stupid!

We heard a firsthand accolunt of the
Oklahoma flooding from Jeri McMahon as
she drove us around bird watching in her
van Jeri told us that there were really two
floods in aboul one week —the “first a flash
flood and then the Flood of "86 ™" During the
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first flood she watched the torrent of water
coursing past her home, carrying her neigh-
bors’ chairs and tables and nsing menac-
tngly higher until it was over her basement
windows and almost even with her first
story deck. When the “Flood of "86" hap-
pened several days later, the US. Army
Corps of Engineers warned families to evac-
vate. Her hushand refused to do so, making
Jen extremely nervous. His decision was
vindicated as lhe walers never got as high
again.

Ag the Ninth Annual Meeling came loa
close, Chariotte and | reminisced about
how wonderfully the meeting had gone. She
and Biil had very ably steered the entire pro-
ceedings and had heen generously assisted
oy many people. From Manhattan, KS,
came Don Yockey who helped with the
regisiralion table. Birging tnp leaders Jeri
McMahon, Jimmy Norman and Jim Harmon
provided us with many memorable mo-
menls Other local places of interest were
seen under the guidance of Robert Majors,
Angela Roth and Joyce Varner. Bill Jerni-
gan waiched over tlhe NABS table, assisted
by David Gill and Gail Harris. This permitted
Chuck Dupree and me to meet and talk with
the many visitors. Marion Lyles and Mark
Weathers proviged clever computer-done
welcome signs throughout ihe lobby. Bill
Jernigan, Caroline Fessler and Marian Nor-
man acted as Charlotle’s helping hands.
The meeting lruly could not have been the
success it was withoul all of their heip!

Now, back in Maryland, we face the
winter with many warm thoughts of the
friends we made in Oklahoma. Frances
Harper of Carrollion, MS pleads, “Please
don’t let my Sializ tail to be renewed! |
thought i hag mailed this renewal before we
left for Oklahoma. Now my old issues arg
much more interesting as | read from peo-
ple | can picture—the meeting was greal!
My order 1s for things | had nc more room
to pack for the return trip home.”’

Phyllis Williams and her velerinarian
husband, Dr. R.B. Williams of East Maolineg,
IL, say, "“Thank vou very, very much for such
a meaningful meeting in Qklahoma. Both
of us continue to recall joyful memories
about all of you and the meeting.”

A note from Elouise DiGiacomo sum-
med up what 1the annual meeting, and in-
deed bluebirding, is all about. She sald,
“My garden club (members) here in McAles-
ter, OK, are so excited aboul the NABS pro-
gram and we are anxiocus 1o start more
trails here.” With that, the “Treeing Walk-
ers” orgered 26 bluebird nesting hoxes, B
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Dear Editor:

I didn’t have any luck again this year
with bluebirds, maybe next year The
Tree Swallows returned on 1 Apni Cur
martin house has been up for two
years, but no tenants. just visitors

This year | got a bag of feathers from
the neighbor one-haif mile away. |
washed them in a pillow case (no soap)
and dried them in the dryer so that they
came out a pretty white and fluffy i
tossed a few oui at a time. | had a
three-ring circus with the birds. All
kinds came to pick them up which was
adelight.

Ethelyn Baker
Madrid, New York

Dear Edttor:

In the Autumn 1983 Issue you
deigned to print portions of my letter
concerning ‘‘fake” holes with your ten-
tative caution, “Proof of its value, of
course, would require a series of boxes
with painted holes along with a control
group ©of normal boxes.” (p. 153) Proo/f
underlined etc., as though the spots
themseives could be a “Kiss of Death.”

Results on my trail are as follows: @
years to increase occupancy from ap-
proximately 12% to 19%, Then, 11
years to jump to 43% with fake holes.
Recently, another trail operator at a
county park who actually has time and
heiped to count fledglings, experi-
mented with ““fake’” holes on approx-
imately half their boxes (the trail con-
sists of 102 boxes) and in one year
doubfed the number of birds fledged.

Scott Hess
York, Pennsylvania

Dear Scott Hess:

Thanks for letting us know the effec-
tiveness of the “fake” hofes that you
painted on the exposed sides of nest-
ing boxes. You may recafl that | asked
any readers who tried this jdea to
share their resufts—to date there has
been no feedback. Perhaps the success
you cite will encourage other trail oper-
ators to try this suggestion.
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Dear Editor:

We feel wonderful atboul the pro-
gress we have made with the assis-
lance recetved from various of your
publications and books. For several
years we had only sparrows interested -
in our bluehird boxes. In 1983, finally a
palr of bluebirds nested, only 10 have a
sparrow kill the female on the nest
That’s when we learned from you about
trapping which has been a tremandous
help to us. In 1984. with one pair of
bluebirds, four babies fledged. In 1985,
with lwo pairs. 14 young fledged! We
are still learning and hope for increased
success.

Cana Blagg
Stilwell, Kansas

Dear Editor:

| was shocked to see the diagrams
accompanying “The Story of My Blue-
bird Trail” 8(3):85-88 showing a nesting
box with a perch aftached. | thought
Or. Zeleny had recommended no perch
and that is what | have been advocat-

ing in atl of my presentations.
Margaret L. Lamb
Qaktfield, New York

Dear Margaret Lamb:

Sorry the diagrams in the article
cited upset you. You are correct that
the Society does not recommend
perches on nesting boxes. The article
was providing direclions for snake-
proofing a box and was not a construc-
tion diagram for a bfuebird nesting
box. We normally do not alter diagrams
accompanying articles. | regret that
these fllustrations were a source of
confusion and thank you for clarifying
the point for our readers.

Dear Egitor:

My four bluebird boxes with stream-
ers never had House Sparrows even
icoking during the past season. | did
have one very persistent wren, but did
have two separate houses each with
successful bluebirds broods in an area
with a high endemic sparrow popula-
tion,

John T. Toppen, M.D.
Harrison, Ohio
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Eastern Bluebird Boosters

Frances P. Aaroe

Maxine Alexander

Melissa Allison

Ronnie Andrews

Thomas J. Arkinson
Milton W, Arnold

The Leslie Atkinsans

C. Bacon

Mrs. Robert Bainum
Charmaine Bainum

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Baitle
Andrew P. Beasley

Clare Bensley

Mrs. Dana Blagg

Lem Blakemore

Roberi P. Bodine
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Jim C. Boozer

Millicent B. Bowerman
Rav C. Brinser

Mrs. R. Edwin Brown
Cathy Bynum

Carolina Power & Light
Mrs. Dwight Collmus
John G. Davidson

Paui Detweiler

Kurt Dey

Mrs. Haskell Duncan

Dill B. Ellis

Ms. Theresa Eimendorf
Lillian Lund Files

Finch Hollow Center
Edward R. Fisher

R.A. Fowler

Mrs. Carolyn L. Gatov
Terry Glanzman

Dr. & Mrs. H.J. Gowaly
Mr. & Mrs. AF. Hall
Mrs. Robert Holland
Nolan and Rosamond Hughes
Charlotte and W.S, Jernigan
R.W. Johnson

Paul Jung

Norihisa and Junko Katoh
Mr. & Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelett

Mrs. Lois M. Lyon

Jovee H. Marinel

Judy M. McCleilan

Mrs. Betty H. Mcllwain
Thomas J. Mulvey
Aurelio Nepa, Jr.

David B. Oliver 11

John C. Otiver, Ir.

P. Michael L. Pearson
Constance D. Perry

Mrs. Beverly L. Price
Mrs. Nancy M. Purdy
Mark J. Raabe

Joha R. Reeves

Michael Ridder

Grant C. Riggle

Betly Samson

Rabert A. Schoentag, M.D.
Jenifer Six

Jean Siuder

Russell C. Slutz

Lou Sieele

Mrs. Kenneth W. Stoner
Gerald R. and Laura G. Tarbell
Terra Studios

Lucille M. Travis

Lewis W. and Peggy H. Veatch
Angie Vole

Olive and Lawrence Zeleny

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Fledgling Bluebird
Boosters

Dave and Jan Ahlgren
Mrs. Elizabetls Anderson
James R. Barker

Mr. Michael Brake

Betty J. Bridges

George C. Buzby, Ir.
Callaway Gardens
Juliamay Campbell
Phillip L. Carret

['om and Barbara Chambers
A. Thomas Connolly
JTeanette A. Cook

E. Allen Crozer

Maggie Deola

Mrs. Colernan Donaldson
Francis M. Dorer
Downing Ruritan Club
Patricia A. Dubois

Dunes Calumet Audubon

Society

Ronald A. Erpelding
Richard Feindel

Earl Fields

John Findlay I11

Earl R. Gillis

Kathy Goldsberry

Miss Frances Hanes

Mrs. George Harmon
Betty J. Hartman

Erna Hassebrock

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
Mrs. Cornelius J. Howard
Pauline Kasserman
Robert A. Keedy
Charlotte Knipling

John R. LaManna, Jr., M.D.
Ron Ligon

George Luce

Frank and Marjorie Lyon
Mr. W.T. Mailison

Mr. & Mrs. Robert McCracken
Mrs. John J. McGlew
Loran Nordgren 1
Marvin Perry

Mrs. William A. Porter
Alison Ridgeway

Gary H. Roberis

Lois M. Roberts, M.T}.
Dr. Ross Roby

Vincent E. Schneible

K. Schneider

Mr. & Mrs, E.B. Sheaff
John W, Skooglund

T.W. Smith

Herman L. Smith

Palmer Strauss

Anne Sturm

Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Tardetie
Richard F. Tavlor
Chris Thoma

Mrs. Albert Tilt
Sherry Ullius
Charles Richard Watson
Dr. & Mrs. Claude Workman
Jeannie Wright

Western Bluebird Boosters

Thea Haugen
Joanne Hirabavashi
Richard Maison

Mountain Bluebird
Boosters

Myrene McCollum

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Frances P. Aaroe
Elhs C. Adams

Burt and Nicky Asbury
Marje A. Battle

Susan D. Beach

Anne Benl

Ed Blanche

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Caliihan
Arthur P, Cameron

Mrs. Sara 8. Capps

D. Kenneth Chacey

C.G. Coke

Betty and Chuck Dupree
Frances J. Ehlers

Albert AL Garthwaite, Jr.
Dr. George J. Goergen
George N. Grant

George Gurda

William C. Harris

Mary D. Janetatos
William P. King

Arleng Kunkel

Karen Lippy

Audrey Lobdel

Richard V. Manning
Mrs. Ara Manoogian
Karen S. Melz

Janet Miller

Mr. & Mrs. John Mulliner
Gerald W. Newman
Mary Jane B. Pearse
John and Marsha Pitts
John Plouse

Josepl Roberls

John Rogers

Mrs. F.S. Roquemore, Ir.
John Rutt, M.D.

Cilenn F. Savage

Mrs. Robert Schell

Mrs. B.A. Schwartz
Dorene H. Scriven
Charles W. Siegel
Michael W. Smith

John Snyder

Allen O. Sternitzky
Joseph G. Tail

Mabel Tansey

Helen M. Turner

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson C. Vesial, Jr.
Richard and Mary Wagoner
Peg Wallace

Gary Webb

Ms. Berly Weitlauf
David Welch

Nancy 8. White

Eva V. Wilkin

Wallace W. Wilkins, Jr.
Richard C. Williams
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