














A New (and Successful) Bluebird
Experience
John Findlay, il

During this off-season the word
“serendipity” comes to mind as | think
about my bluebirg trails in Shelby
County near Birmingham, Alabama.
There is always the unexpected await-
ing at the next nesting box as well as
en route. Monotony has no ¢pportun-
ity to set in if one is truly dedicated,
vitally inlerested, and takes time on
the trail to 'smell the roses” (even if
sometimes pricked by the thorns).

After more than eight years of
bluebird trail operation (over 1650
young fledged, more than 550 nest-
lings banded, and thousands of nest-
ings) | encountered something new to
my experience.

On 17 August 1985, | monitored
Box 3A where a few days before Tom
Imhof, author of Alabama Birds, and |
had banded four bluebird nestlings. |
expected to routinely clean the nesting
box; however, | was surprised to find
that only three of the young had
fledged. Cne lone, healthy, but hungry
nestling remained who was apparently
the runt of the family and had not been
ready to ieave the box when the rest of
the brood left days before.

A birding companion who had
been gardening near the nesting box
the day before had not seen the par-
ents come to feed the young over a
period of a few hours. We waited
patiently for some time to see if the

male or female bluebird would return.
We did not see or hear any bluebirds
in the vicinity. Finally, reluctantly, we
concluded that “Junior” had been for-
gotten—unintentionally abandoned.

My journal for that day contains
the following: “What to do? | finally de-
cided to remove the nestling from the
box. | caused it to squeak and cther-
wise call out while | move@ about ils
parents’ territory. | even let it fly short
distances, at which time it would
sound off more often and more loudly,
and then recover it after abrupt land-
ings. We were hoping all the while to
attract the attention of the parent birds
who were probably preoccupied with
the rest of the family, hopefully close
by. It worked!!! Bluehirds soon came
flying in. They seemed both excitegdly
disturbed and happy to find the for-
gotten one. The youngster, after its
short-lived taste of freedom, was re-
turned to its nest. | made sure the adult
bluebirds saw me placing it in the nest
box. If our plan works, they will resume
feeding and caring for it until it is ready
to fledge and rejoin its family.”

My final Box 3A notation was this:
"8.22-85 S 1 fledged. Total 4. Nest re-
moved.” |

2129 Greentree Drive
Birmingham, AL 35216

AMELIA R. LASKEY, 1885-1973

Bill Wheeler

It is a chilly Octcber morning
at the Warner Parks in Nashville,
Tennessee. About 14 birders are
out with naturalists from Warner
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Parks Nature Center. In my opin-
ion, a bird outing of this kind is not
complete without sighting blue-
birds. Our group was not tc be dis-
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appointed, thanks largely to the
efforts of a single researcher,
Amelia R. Laskey.

Warner Parks consists of
2,665 acres made up of woods and
open fields which was acquired be-
tween 1927 and 1930 through the
efforts of three Nashville men;
Colonel Luke Lea, Percy Warner
and Edwin Warner.

For more than fifty years the
Warner Parks have brought in
scores of visitors through its diver-
sified topography and excellent
programming. Warner Parks is a
living field faboratery for field trips
and research projects.

Mrs. Amelia R Laskey, a
noted ornithologist, resided in
Nashville prior {0 her death in
1973. She became a member of the
American Qrnithologists Union in
1933 and was elected a Fellow in
1966. She was als¢ a member of
the Northeastern Bird Banding
Association. Her bird banding per-
mit from the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service dated to 1931,

Her studies of more than ten
species of birds for more than 40
years included the beloved Eastern
Bluebird.

Mrs. Laskey began a trail of
bluebird boxes in the Warner Parks
in 1936. Records indicate that in

that year 26 boxes were erected.

By 1942 Mrs. Laskey had a 63
box trail throughout the park. That
year 81 of those boxes were used
resulting in 2871 bluebirds fledged.
At the height of Mrs. Laskey's
study she had 100 boxes.

One of Mrs. Laskey's interests
in the bluebird was that of third
generation progeny that could indi-
cate the inheritance pattern of a
white egg-laying character.

Mrs. Laskey’s project in the
Warner Parks is one of the oldest
continuous bluebird research pro-
jects known in Tennessee and in
the country. Since her death in
1973, her research program con-
tinues to be carried out by the
Warner Parks Nature Center staff
and volunteers,

Mrs. Laskey is a living legend
in the field of bluebirding and
banding. |t is through her research
and thatl of others like her that our
knowledge of bluebirds and other
species has been enlarged. (]

855 Chitwood Drive
Lafayette. TN 37083

Amelia R. Laskey was posthumously
awarded the North American Bluebird
Society AResearch Award at the Sixth
Annual Meeting in Binghamton, New
York, September 30-October 2, 1983.
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Bluebird Boosters

Appearing cn the inside back cover
is a list of those individuafs who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and native cavity nesters over
and above their annual dues. Such sup-
port is essential in maintaining a
stable dues structure. We thank the in-
dividuals, businesses, and organiza-
tions o©n this initial list for their
generosity.

You, too, can bhecome a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
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issue or $75.00 per four issues, you can
be designated as a Eastfern, Western,
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fledgling Bocster;
while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster. Bonus decals will be sent for
each category. All contributions are
fax deductible. Mail your check 1o
NABS Boosters, P.Q. Box 6235, Silver
Spring, MD 20906-0295.
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The Amity Lake Bluebird Trail

Vivian Mills Pitzrick

estling on the site of a former

beaver pond in the southern tier
of weslern New York, 43-acre Amity
Lake lies in Allegany County about a
mile east of Belmont.

Here in March 1971, using specif-
ications from 4-H leader Bruce Smalley,
| set my first box which a pair of East-
ern Biluebirds (S/alia sialis) inspected
in mid-April but for some time con-
tested with a pair of Tree Swallows
{Tachycineta bicolor). Finally, on 17
May the female bluebird was found in-
side incubating three blue eggs from
which two young fledged (one egg was
infertile). During this period, the Tree
Swaliows kept watch to take over the
box as svon as it was empty driving
away the bluebirds when they tried for
a second nesting.

Each year a few boxes have been
added to the ftrail which now totals
124—a modest number beside many
trails, but quite enough for a 71 year
old lady to care for and monitor. In-
cluded in that total are 39 boxes be-
longing to kindly neighbors, a few of
which are martin houses or wren
boxes. Other cooperative neighbors
have given me permission to erect
boxes on their property, a large acre-
age being necessary to accommodate
the 200 feet between sites for the birds.

The first boxes were donated by
the Sportsman’s Club and 4-H work-
ers. | buiit many from scrap lumber,
Clifford Bution has donated several,
and, most recently, some have been
obtained for a nominal fee from Clar-
ence Klingensmith, a fellow member of
the Alleghany County Bird Club.

Care of the trail requires year-
round attention. Each season there
are a few broken posts to replace and
some boxes to repair or replace; other
boxes are moved to potentially better
habitat or away from predator-prone or
vandal-infested areas. Ouring the
actual nesting season my first job is
the cleaning and dusting of boxes to
control mites, using 1% garden roten-
one dust containing no other chemi-
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cals. Then there is the careful record
keeping, monitoring each five to seven
days, and cleaning and dusting of
boxes after the first nesting to prepare
for the next, Finally, at the ¢lose of the
nesting season boxes are cleaned and
dusted again.

This trail, like all others, has prob-
lems. Solutions are not always easy.

| have mentioned the bluebird-
swallow competition. In 1981 | began
erecting paired boxes with about ten
feet between them. Although both spe-
cies are territorial, this pairing of
boxes allows one for each as they will
tolerate one another. Clusters of boxes
are avoided as then the Tree Swallows
tend to become overaggressive, dis-
couraging the bluebirds.

Tree Swallows are welcome, how-
ever, as they are not only beautiful in
their flashing iridescent plumage, but
they also devour countless mosquitoes
and other flying insects. Because of
this voracious appetite, it is possible
that the side-by-side nesting of Tree
Swallows and bluebirds may benefit
the latter by lowering the population of
blowflies {Protocalliphiora) whose lar-
vae in nests suck the blood of nest-
lings.

The biowfly problem bere at Amity
Lake seems particularly grave possibly
because, like much of Allegany Coun-
ty, the soil is underlain by an imper-
vious layer of glacial rock tlour with
resultant poor drainage and countless
spring seeps. An attempt to contro! the
insect is made by dusting each nest
and eggs with rotenone dust as soon
as the clutch is complete. Even with
this treatment sometimes the larvas
are so numerous that | change the
nesting material and at the same time
inspect the nestlings for attached lar-
vae, always exarcising extreme care in
handling the fragile young birds as well
as protecting them from wind, rain or
sun.

Late in 1984 | discovered a paper
published in The Journal of Wildlife
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Management in July 1944 by E.A.
Mason on “Parasitism by Protocalli-
phora and Management of Cavily-nest-
ing Birds.” From a ten-year study Mr.
Mason noted that most artificial meth-
ods of Protocalliphora control seem in-
effective, but that a more helpful natu-
ral secondary parasite, a chalcid (Mor-
moniella vitripennis), preys upon the
Protocalliphora. However, the doubie-
brooded Mormonieifa mature in both
the first year and early summer of the
next, since many overwinter. To zllow
these insecis the most control over
the blowfly, nest material should not
be removed until late spring, possibly
when Dirds first return from the South,
to allow the overwintering Mormoniella
to mature. As aill of my ooxes were
cleaned out by the fall of 1984, il was
too late to take advantage of this
knowledge for 1985. However, this last
season, since birds prefer clean boxes,
| cleaned all boxes as usual foilowing
the first nestings. Then, when second
nestings were complete, | left the nest-
ing material in those boxes in order to
preserve the Mormonieila that survive
the winter.

Because most of the Amity Lake
boxes are at a distance from build-
ings, there is little trouble from House
Sparrows (Passer domesticus); how-
ever, during the 1984 season they were
found at two boxes. As an experiment,
in each case | removed the tongue from
a mouse trap and suspended the trap
by the trip wire so that it hung down
beside the opening on the front of the
box. The bluebirds looked it over, and
then continued nesting as usual. The
House Sparrows looked it over—and
left the area! Apparently they had seen
such a device before or they were more
wary than the bluebirds. Again, during
the last nesting season a mouse trap
either on top of a box or beside the
hole was effective.

As habitat here becomes more
and more brushy, House Wrens (Trog-
{odytes aedon) are an Increasing prob-
lem. There is a temptation to prevail
upon the land owners to clear the land
just for bluebirds. Each year boxes
must be relocated in more open habi-
tat away from woodsy areas which the
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WIens enjoy.

Raccoons can be more than a
nuisance. Thay can wipe out box after
box. The well-known ‘‘coon guard”
block over the entrance hole usually is
effective unless the raccoon happens
to find the adult bird on the nest. Then
he may be able to reach in and kill her
as she flutters In panic. Two new de-
vices were suggested recently: first, by
Frances Rew, a cross-hatcting of
sharp nails projecting from the roof of
the box, and second, by Bernadean
Stein, as used beneath a feeder, a
metal sheathing around the pole below
the box cut to make sharp points pro-
jecting downward and at a slight angle
out from the posti. Grease on the post
dries too fast to be effective here.

Fortunately, there is little theft
and vandalism on this trail. The most
vicious it of the latter occurred in
1984 when two boxes were deliberately
wrenched from the supporting posis
and thrown into a water-filled ditch.
Apparently the House Wren young had
already fledged from one box. The
other was lying in water but, fortun-
ately, on its side 50 that the adult Tree
Swallows had been able to reach the
entrance and feed the young inside.
Changing the nesting material and
erecting the box 1n a nearby tree where
the adult birds immediately began nur-
turing their offspring, made this a suc-
cessful nesting after all.

To attempt to outwit predators n
general, the “T” approach is recom-
mended. Instead of going directly to a
box or nest, walk as though you were
planning to bypass it by eight or ten
feet. When opposite the box, step off
your trail and onto a path perpendicu-
lar to your first trail. Go to the nest to
check and do whatever is necessary.
Then walk back to your original trail
and proceed in the same direction as
before. Predators tend to follow your
first path, missing the box.

Through the years “my"” bluebirds
have had both ups and downs:

1971—1 pair producing 2 young

1972 to 1974—4 pairs each year fledg-
ing a total 18 young

1975—5 pairs, 9 young fledged
1976-—2 pairs, 8 young fledged
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1977 —4 pairs, 19 young fledged Even though it takes time and

1978—3 pairs, 12 young fledged effort to maintain a bluebird trail prop-
1979—8 pairs, 45 young fledged erly, and perpetual preoblems confuse
1980—13 pairs, 69 young fledged and confound, the rewards are satis-
1981— 11 pairs, 54 young fledged fying. |

1982—14 pairs, 77 young fledged

1983—17 pairs, 87 young fledged

1984—21 pairs, 89 young fledged Amity Lake
1985—25 pairs, 128 young fledged Belmont, NY 14813

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION J
Sz awarded to &2
ﬂﬁifd@&mcmm&z&ri&oc@ i

for their conservation efforts in the

Arkansas Game & Fish Commission’s

Bluebird Trail Program

10-11-85 B\ UWskne.
Date Steve N. Wilson

Director
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of s membership  Biuebrd Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested 1n communicating ther ideas
and actions concerming bluebird conser-
vation We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming’

Dear Editor:

Our trail is in rural southern Chester
County, 12 miles north of the Mary-
land line near Oxford, Pennsylvania.
It consists of five boxes spaced about
100 yards apart in a lawn, an orchard,
and a meadow.

Each year since 1981 we have
fledged an average of nine birds, each
nest having four or five eggs. After mid-
July nesting activities stop for the sea-
son. However, something unusual hap-
pened this year.

Because of favorable weather our
nesting pair had aiready fledged two
sets of young, a total of eight birds,
by early July. Thinking that would be
all for this year, | neglected checking
the box again until September 15th
when, to my total astonishment, |
found two well-developed baby blue-
birds. On September 17th they fledged.

As baby bluebirds, 1o my knowledge,
all fledge on the same day, | surmised
that there were only two eggs and two
birds. No other eggs were found on the
ground or in the empty nest.

| checked with Bob Schutsky of
Muddy Run Park in Lancaster County
concerning this. Of all his boxes {75, [
think) the latest any bluebirds fledged
in any year was September 5th. There-
fore, | believe this occurrence is worthy
of note.

William B. Townsend, Jr.
Akron, Pennsylvania
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Dear Editer:

I wonder if you have heard of forest-
nesting bluebirds?

I have two bluebird boxes: one is
near woods facing a wide lawn and
garden and has been occupied suc-
cessfully by nesting bluebirds the last
five years; the other, set up {ast year
30 feet inside dense, mature woods,
was used to draw nesting House
Wrens from competition for the first
box some 200 feet away.

This year the bluebirds chose the
box in the woods and raised 11 fledg-
lings in three broods. Wrens arriving
later than the bluebirds, chose the
lawn-and-garden box and raised 12
fledglings in two broods.

This seemed to be an interesting
switch of normal nesting locations.
Have your readers noted similar behav-
ior?

Edward A. Mainland
MclLean, Virginia

Dear Edward A. Mainfand:

it is quite unusual for bluebirds to
nest 30 feet or more inside of a dense-
ly wooded area like that you describe;
however, this is known to happen occa-
sionally. House Wrens prefer lo nest
within or close to wooded or brushy
areas but will often nest 100 feet or
more from such areas.

Dear NABS:

Please renew my membership in the
North American Bluebird Society. |
very much enjoy the publication.

Judith C. Hancock
Lake City, Florida
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Cear Editor:

My name is Christina M. Connelly,
age 10, and I'm in the fifth grade. | live
in University Park, Maryland. | like dogs
and cats, but | like bluebirds the best.
| especially like to go with my good
frlend Larry Zeleny on his bluebird trail.
He lets me help. | logk in the boxes and
teil him what is there—eggs, babies or
whatever | see. He lets me keep the
record. | have learned a lot about the
birds. | have many friends my age who
think | am nuts, but | like what | do and
Larry says itis the kids my age who will
have to help the bluebirds later on.

l also like to work in the NABS office
where | help stuff Sialias and put them
in the envelopes, open mail or anything
else needed. | clean the bird bath and
sweep the patio. | am proud to be a
member of NABS.

Christina Connelly
Hyattsville, Maryland

Dear Christina:

You are fortunate to be able fo help
Larry Zeleny on his trail, but he is also
fortunate 1o have the assistance of
someone as enthusiastic and con-
cerned as you are. We hope you and
others like you will grow up to be lead-
ers in promoting and protecting a
heaithy environment, not only for blue-
birds, but for all living things. ]

Dear Editor:

I would like to call attention to a tem-
porary solution for your readers who
live in good bluebird territory but are
bothered by sparrows. As described in
the enclosed note | published in EBBA
News 31:271-272, 1968, a paper half-
gallon milk carton painted and nailed
to a tree is readily accepted by blue-
birds. House Wrens will take them if
they are nailed to buildings or there are
brushy areas nearby, but in the 20
years | have used these on a farm in
northwestern Minnesota | have never
had a House Sparrow, even though
sparrows are common there and read-
ily take a standard box.

Wayne H. Davis
Lexington, Kentucky
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Dear Wayne H. Davis:

Paper milk cartons have the virlue
of being readily available as well as
providing an opportunity to recycle an
item. We wish you success in attempt-
ing to design a more permanent box
which proves unacceptable to Euro-
pean Starlings and House Sparrows.

Dear Editor;

We have a new country club located
in the Lake Norman, NC, area. In the
spring of 1983 we came upon the idea
of placing bluebird houses on the 150
yard markers. Since the club is named
Mallard Head Country Club, we felt the
bluebird house markers would fit the
decor well.

| obtained scrap exterior siding from
several houses being built on the
course, plus scrap eiectrical conduit
from an electrical contractor. | built 13
houses and placed them on the course.

With the use of the golf carts, | ran
these houses weekly. | am keeping a
log of when the nests were built, eggs
laid and number of bluehirds hatched
and fledged.

In 1983 we fledged 69 bluebirds and
after placing three more houses
around the club house, we fledged 76
birds this past summer [1984]....

| also built and erected a 24 room
martin house on the golf course last
summer. We had visitors but no
residents. We hope to have better
results with the martins this summer.

Robert F. Panccast
Mooresville, North Carolina

Dear Editor:

Four years ago | witnessed the exit
of a black snake from my bluebird
nesting box. A local birder, Paul Saun-
ier, suggested that | try dipping aragin
crankcase oil and large amounts of red
pepper. | wrapped the rag around the
pole holding the nesting box. | redip
therag every spring.

| see many black snakes but none in
my bluebird box.

Harriet Mohler
Charlottesville, Virginia
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

Snow falls gently, steadily as one of
the backyard cardinals huddles on a Cana-
dian hemlock branch in his fluffed-out red
cloak and waits. He's waiting for spring,
and I'm waiting for bluebirds. It's enough to
give me spring fever. Bluebirders get spring
fever early due to early migration habits of
bluebirds. Frantic telephone calls are
already coming in, "The bluebirds are here!
How can we get nesting boxes?”

Some calls are from Texas and Ala-
bama—no surprise because bluebirds
winter in those areas. One caller from West
Virginia urgently claimed to ‘“need” a
bluebird box right away. | reassured the
caller that the average delivery time (about
22> weeks) would stifl be in plenty of time
for bluebirds in WV to find it and nest there
this spring.

NABS’ cedar/pine nesting box supplier,
Orville M. Rowe (rhymes with '‘how™
reports that, as he has now reached his up-
per 80’s, he's slowing down a bit and his
retired son Jack has been assisting him in
building the high quality, reasonably priced
nesting boxes. Orvitle, who is a World War |
veteran, has been supplying blusbirders
with the most crucially necessary item—
bluebird houses—for many years. Tens of
thousands of nesting boxes built by Orville
have been set out and have provided the
vitally needed homes for bluebird pairs.

Donna Tarr of Herndon, VA, expressed
her gratitude for Orville’s prompt service,
“The six cedar tluebird boxes you sent me
just arrived. Thank you for responding to my
call last week and making sure that | got
thermn before Feb. 12.”

Many people are inspired to become in-
volved in bluebird conservation in other
ways, such as when they see a presentation
of the NABS slide program or attend a
workshop sponsored by a fish and game
commission. James Matarazzo from
Greensburg, PA and Mrs. Leta O. Wiekagen
of Harrison City, PA, told us of more talks in
the marathon series given by Emil Kianchar
and Al Goga. The Arkansas Fish & Game
Commission conducted workshops last
winter, then had an extensive nesting pro-
gram which yielded outstanding results
reporting 2,616 young bluebirds fledged.
Karen Cole, urban biologist in the En-

dangered, Nongame & Urban Wildlife Sec-

tion, was the gurding light in these picneer-
ing bluebird efforts. NABS was honored to
receive an award from the Arkansas Com-
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mission. (See elsewhere in Sialia.)
Wisconsin is another state which has
recently begun a bluebird program through
their Department of Natural History. A
ghone call came from Mlke Mossman of the
Bureau of Endangered Resources. He
asked for any help NABS could give to
their state. Another call came from Eric
Thomas in Manchester, CT, who, as an
educator in the Children's Museum in that
city, wants to begin a bluebird project using
some of the free lumber available from the
state’'s nongame wildlife unit for nesting
boxes. In our talk, Eric told me that Connec-
ticut has no nongame checkoff for state in-
come tax payers because it does not have a
state income tax. Now, before you all rush
to move to Connecticut, be aware that it
doesn’'t have a whole lot of bluebirds,
either, But, besides Eric, there are many
bluebirders including Art Gingert of Sharon
who have been energetically promoting
biuebird conservation in that state,

In the Bay State, LIl Flles, of Tyngs-
boro, NABS' past president, has been bus-
ily egucating all within her reach about
bluebirds. She even has lots of visitors com-
ing there. Recently the nationally dis-
tricuted Grit magazine printed a story about
Lil's efforts to help bluebirds and another
whole audience responded. Among those
was Russell Yates of West Paris, ME, who
wrote to NABS describing that he had had
Lil come to West Paris and give her bluebird
program. He sald that Lil is certainly a true
friend of the bluebird who “really puts en-
thusiasm into her slide lecture program.”
He further stated that he made some
bluebird boxes and “if God is willing | shall
try to entice some bluebirds to be our
neighbors next summer.” Lil's other re-
sponses came from such diverse locations
as Boulder, CO, and Big Calein, OK.

Have any of you readers seen the new
film on bluebirds made by Walter and Myr-
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na Berlet? This beautiful color portrait of
bluebirders across the continent includes
glimpses of Larry Zeleny, as weli as veteran
bluebirder Dick Petarson of Brooklyn
Center, MN, and Tom Hodgson, NABS
Board Member. It should be a powerful
motivator in furthering bluebirding across
the country. Why not call your local PBS
television station and inquire about the
“Profiles of Nature,” #2. In the film the nar-
rator describes the statewide blueblrd
recavery program {n Minnesota, Along in-
terstate highways, cedar fenceposts are
hollowed out by the Minnesota Department
of Wildlife to provide nesting sites for
bluebirds. The program has been highly
successful. It joins a similar program
previously initiated in South Carolina and in
Ohio. NABS member Dick Knapp of Salem,
OH, recently received a letter from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources saying
that approximately 2,000 of these cavities
had been created to date.

Publicity efforts continue in many
ways. Mrs. Frank Miller of new Bern, NC,
reports seeing a NABS brochure displayed
in a "“lovely library near Avon, CT.” Nellie
Meadows wrote from Clay City, KY. She is
the artist responsible for one of NABS
newest stationery offerings, the beautiful
“male bluebird” notecards. Nellie told us
that she has been giving the NABS slide
pragram to many audiences: art fairs, 4-H
groups, etc. She is another rea! NABS pro-
moter.

Farther north, in Ontario, Canada, to
be exact, Albert Lambert is active in the
Pembroke area. He says his goal is to have
Renfrew County completely *‘bluebird
trailed” by 1885. His wife has jested that
she is a bluebird "“widow” |

People like to advertise their love of
bluebirds. Katle Fedder of Donalsonviile,
GA, asks about bumper stickers. She says
she already has a decal on her car and she
ordered a prastige license plate for '86 with
SIALIA on it. Delin Bankhead also has
SIALIA on her Virginia plates. Bird bander
Sally Nelson wrote from Fort Myers, FL,
about a newly started bluebird trail at the
Weld, ME, Elementary School. She says she
had banded four young bluabirds on June
17th. "On Sept. 1, 1985, | caught the first
one banded in my nets at my homea next
door to their nesting area. Before the sum-
mer was over | had banded 11 in all in their
boxes. The teacher is using Lawrence
Zaleny’s book for design of the boxes and
where to place them. We are hoping for
anather successful summer,”

In Birmingham, AL, John Findlay il
was honored with a proclamation declaring
December 2, 1985, to be John Findlay 1l
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Oay. This was done in recognition of John's
work for conservation in general and blue-
birds in particular. From his extensive
bluebird trails over 1,600 nestlings were
fledged in 1985. Jim Boozer, of Bluebird
Bunkers by Boozer, of Brevard, NC, will be
featured in an article in the April-May issue
of The Moather Earth News. On a more
somber note, Gay Duncan, of Southern
Pines, NC, recently lost her mother, Mrs.
H.C. Tate, who was a generous benefactor
of NABS. Gay, our heartfelt sympathies are
with you as we reflect on the joy you both
had together with your bluebirds.

Pesticides often come under fire when
bluebirders talk things over. One corre-
spondent, Phylles Perkins from Mantpelier,
VA, wrote as follows: “The day we moved to
Lombardy Farm, here in Harner County, six
years ago, we saw two Eastern Bluebirds.
They were the first | had seen in my agdult
life of 48 years. We made a vow to never use
pesticides or insecticides on this farm.
Although in this farming community, the
surrounding land is thoroughly doused with
chemicals, at least there is an 80 acre
haven here tor wildlife. It has paig off! We
have had multiple bluebird families move
into our boxes and trees in the surrounding
wo0ods. They also nest in the “Williamsburg
bird boltles.”

There have been many historic man-
sions which have established bluebird
tralls, and now we know an instance where
a famous garden has begun a bluebird
restaration project. This is Callaway
Gardens at Pine Mountain, GA, where
LuAnn Craighton, interpretive naturalist at
the gardens, sponsored a “Build a Bluebird
Nestbox Day” in cooperation with the Col-
umbus (GA) Audubon Society. Her efforts
were written up in a UPI story which ap-
peared in the New York Times of February
9, 1986. One discrepancy occurred when the
article stated that a 1%" hole would bar
starlings and sparrows. A quick letter to the
Times Letters 1o the Editor column corract-
ing this statement was sent off, and when
you read this we'll know if it was ever
printed. Every bluebirdar knows how annoy-
Ing sparrows continue to be, One instance
where that was not the case was when Don
Sparrow built several bluebird nesting
boxes and gave them 1o the Rossmoor (MD)
bluebird committee (chaired by Florence
Porter). In that instance, the Sparrow was
downright halpfull

Olympla LeBeau of Springfield, VT,
yearns to know, “How, when and whera did
the phrase ‘bluebird of happiness’
originate? As the 'bluebird lady' of
Ascutney Mountain Audubon Soclety, |
have been asked the question saveral
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times, Having an answer would be a
gefinite plus for me.” well, Olympia, my
own answer was quite lame, but you didn't
say the answer had to be correct. When |
asked Larry Zeleny about this, he said he
surmised that the phrase got started with
Maeterlinck's story L'Qfseau Blew in which
two children go in quest of the bluebird of
happiness.

You see, dear reader, how the people
who write to us move around from place 1o
place, giving us updates on how bluebirds
fare here and there. But one mystifying
postcard came to NABS from a 14 year old
who asks “The bluebirds came to our box
the whole month of February and never
built & nest. Now August 8th they returned
and are still checking the box out until
August 15th when | sent this card. Do you
think the bluebirds still might nest?” Our
question answerers at NABS might be able
to take a stab at answering, dear reader, ex-
cept that there was nio signature, and no ad-
dress. The posicard had a picture of the
U.8.5. Forrestal, but that is hardly an ade-
quate address. But, dear reader, | hope that
in your neighborhood this spring, the
bluebirds have YOUR address—and that
they dedropin! |

Trail Directory Additions

If you have monitored a trail of 50 or more
hoxes for three years or more and would be
willing to offer advice, tours, or a site for
research give us your name, telephone, ad-
dress, time tours would be possible, and
the county, city and state where your trail is
located.

Mail above information to Bluebird Trail
Directory, NABS, Box 6295, Silver Spring,
MD 20906-0295.

iIN MEMGRIAM

Each year the Spring issue of Sialia car-
ries a list of memorial gifts which have been
received by the North American Blugtird
Society during the preceding year. Contri-
butions can be made as general donations
to the Society or can be specifieg for
research, educalion, or gift memberships.

In memory of Robert B. Grin-
drad. By Mrs. Robert (Larraine)
Grindrad.

In memory of John C. Franklin.
By Ellis 8. Womack.

In memory of James R. Dalziel.
By Mr. & Mrs. Ellis S. Womack.

[n memory of Laura Lederman. By
Patricia Mumbach Jeffery.

WANTED: Back Issues of Sialia

Many new members and libraries de-
sire complete sets of back issues
which we are unable to supply. The
following issues are needed: Velume
1:1,2; Volume 3:2 and Volume 4:2. Mail
these back issues to headquarters and
claim a $2.50 tax deduction for each.

North American Bluebird Society

Box 6295
Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295

Alexander Wilson (1766-1813) is often referred o as the “Father of American
Ornithology.” His extensive observations and drawings were published in his nine
volume American Ornitholegy. The following poem appeared in Volume 1, pp. 60-61,
published in 1808 in Philadelphia. Because several of the terms are no longer in gen-
eral use they are footnoted. Our thanks fo Robert M. Patterson for passing it afong.

BLUE-BIRD

The ploughman is pleased when he gleans® in his train 2
Now searching the furrows—now mounting to cheer him;

The gardener delights in his sweet simple strain,
And leans on his spade to survey and to hear him;

The slow ling'ring schoolboys farget they’'ll be chid,?
While gazing intent as he warbles before 'em

In mantle of sky-blue, and bosom so red,

That each little loiterer seems to adore him.
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When all the gay scenes of the summer are o’er,
And autumn slow enters so silent and sallow,

And millions of warblers, that charmed us before,
Have fled in the train of the sun-seeking swallow;

The Blue-bird, forsaken, yet true 1o his home,
Still lingers, and looks for a milder to-morrow,

Till forced by the horrors of winter to roam,
He sings his adieu in a lone note of sorrow.

While spring’s lovely season, serene, dewy, warm,
The green face of earth, and the pure blue of heav’'n,
Orlove’s native music have influence to charm,

Or sympathy’s glow to our feelings are giv'n,

Still dear to each bosom the Blue-bird shall be;
His voice, like the thrillings of hope, is a treasure;
For, thro bleakest storms if a calm he but see,
He comes to remind us of sunshine and pleasure!

When winter’s cold tempests and snows are no more,
Green meadows and brown furrow’s fields re-appearing,
The fishermen hauling their shad to the shore,
And cloud-cleaving geese to the Lakes are a-steering;
When first the lone butterfly flits on the wing;
When red glow the maples, so fresh and so pleasing,
QO thencomes the Blue-bird, the HERALD OF SPRING!
And hails with his warblings the charms ¢f the season.

Then loud piping frogs make the marshes toring;
Thenwarm glows the sunshine, and fine is the weather;
The blue woodland flowers just beginning to spring,

And spicewood and sassafras budding together:
O then to your gardens ye housewives repair!
Your walks border up; sow and plant at your leisure;
The Blue-bird will chant from his box such an air,
That ali your hard toils will seem truly a pleasure.

He flits through the orchard, he visits each tree,

The red flowering peach and the apple’s sweet blossoms;
He snaps up destroyers wherever they be,

And seizes the caitiffs? that lurk in their bosoms;
He drags the vile grub from the corn he devours;

The worms from their webs where they riot and welter;
His song and his services freely are ours,

And all that he asks is, in summer a shelter.

Alexander Wilson

'makes out, discerns

path followed by the horse
schided, scolded

icaptive, prisoner, in the sense of an insect trapped within a btossom finding it difficult to

escape
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NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY, IMC.
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
NOVEMBER 1, 1984 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 1985
Cash Balance - November 1, 1984 5 1,34083
Add:

Cash Received

Sale of Sialia Magazine 3 2025222
Sales of boxes, books, slationery, glc. 51,173.10
Contribulions 13.159.54
Membership Dues 21,596 25
Interesl 18.91
Sales tax collecled 30t.10 $106,501.12
$108 441.75
Less:
Cash Disbursements
Boxes, books, stalionery, elc $ 38,373 46
Sialia Magazine 15,616.90
Educational matenal 12,618.41
Membership fulfilimenl 15,252 16
Research 5,303.76
Salaries 2,086.00
Expense accounts 10.867.19
Office supphes 43008
Bank charges 693.19
Maryland sales tax remilted 330,93
Loans repaid 1,000.00
Office turnilure 77299 $107,345 05
Cash Balance - Cclober 31, 1985 $ 1.095.70
Assels
Checking account B3 26.15
Savings account 1,070.5%
value of invenlory 16,917.81
Value of furnilure 1,673 99
Liabilities
Qutslanding loans $  3,000.00 $ 300000
Net Worlh % 16,688.50
Respectlully submilled,
Delos C Dupree, Treasurer NABS
ART CREDITS Correction
Jon E. Boone: 42, 74 The “On the Trail” column 8(1):14 con-
Shirley Elay Nachtrigb: 68 tained an error. John Grivich works for
Suzanne Penne” Turner: 52, 76, 78 b‘UebirdS in HUr\tSV”Ie, Texas. We
Richard L. Woodward: 66 apologize for moving him to Alabama.
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BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

EASTERN BLUEBIRD BOOSTER

Bertram Adams

Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
Milton W. Arnold

Kay Asaki

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry DBattle
Eleanor A. Boehner
Warwick P. Bonsal, ]r.
Mrs, Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Ray C. Brinser

Mr, Walter T. Bruce
Carolina Power & Light
Henry Chalfant

Ernest S. Cox

Helen K. Crotty

Sadie Dorber

Robert C. Draudt

Gary and Linda Faraci
Lillian Lund Files

Mr. and Mrs, Joseph Flore
Patricia Folley

Mary Gay

Carol Ghebelian

mrs. Curtis Gilroy

Robert C. Graham

Janes E. Haeberle
Charlotte and W. S. Jernigan
Mrs. Marie P. Kilpatrick
Ron and Priscllla Kingston
Yirginla C. Kost

Arlene Kunkel

Mr. and Mrs. . R. Lampshire
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Landen
James D. Mahoney

Mr., and Mrs. Lee F. Miller
Nancy Ogg

P. Mlichael L. Pearson
Margie A. Pecht

Perfect Seedbed Co.

Mrs. Nancy M. Purdy

Anne Carter Raymond

Mrs. Robert T. Shone
Terra Studios

Jane Merrifleld Ungar
Garry L. Veeder

Kathleen Webster

Cleo ]. Whaley

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Yaun, Jr.
Olive and Lawrence Zeleny

WESTERN BLUEBIRD BOOQOSTER

Patricla Alberts
Theo Haugen

FLEDGLING BOQSTER

Anne Bene

Mrs, Leslte Douglas

Gary and Linda Faracl
Gallaway Gardens

Earl R. Gillis

Kathy Goldsberry

Mr. end Mrs. A. F. Hall
Mlss Frances Hanes
Betty J. Hartman

Mrs. Cornelius J. Howard
Donna Lang

Frank and Marjorie Lyon
Mrs. W. McCormack
Alan Mildrum

Michael end Helen Minlnger
Anne Sturm

Charles Rlchard Watson

NESTLING BOOSTER

Elits C. Adams

Mrs. James W. Cochran
W. B. Crawford, Jr.
Helen K. Crotty

Betty and Chuck Dupree
Mr. and Mrs. W, K. Estes
Mrs. Eugene Haufler
Mary D. Janetatos
Deborah Jones

Robert A, Jones, DMD
Della and George Jorgensen
Jo Ann Moss

Kenneth M. Nagler
Gerald W, Newman
Gaylord and Karen Perry
Mark ]. Raabe

Betty Sheffleld

Charles W, Slegel

Eva Stelzner

Joseph G. Talt

Mr. and Mrs, jacque D, Walker
Wallace W, Wilkins, ]r.



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who wili listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Socisty
Box 6285

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295






