


Volunteers Frances Ehlers and Marjorie Mountjoy.

long-time  volunteers are Frances
Ehlers and Marjorie Mountjoy who fill
the orders. Marty Chestem, past vice
president and board member, assists
with orders when she is not on one of
her cherished birding trips. Irene
McCabe has been very helpful by com-
ing in twice a week and by taking hame
and labelling thousands of brochures
for bulk mailing. Also at home, Marie
Battle has done many chores asso-
ciated with advancing NABS member-
ship. Vice President Tom and Corres-
ponding Secrelary Joe Tait handle
much correspondence involving ques-
tions from the public. Charles and
Alta Cook have helped out by prepar-
ing mail in the office and in their home.

Sarah and Edith Haviland work on
list maintenance. Wilma Kress and
Carol Sykora have pitched in peri-
odically, and Carol's mother, Irene
Stiebling alsc came in several times
recently while visiting from Garden
Grove, CA. Larry Zeleny has brought
his next-door neighbor, 11 year old
Christina Connelly, to stuff Siaiia.
Christina also accompanies Larry
around his bluebird trail, and claims to
be the organization’s youngest office
volunteer.
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The “Stuffin® Sialia” group is
made up of leader Florence Porter and
her assistants from Leisure World:
Harriet S$hapiro, Lessie Garrison,
Laurae Haye, Helen Tunstall, Lib Nel-
son, Mabel Whitney, Marian Living-
ston, May Bradford, Elizabeth Netson,
Mildred Benton, and Anna Kathryn
Grook. Harold and Mildred Norwood
and Elwood and Evelyn Fisher repre-
sent the Laurei (MD) area.

Larry Zeleny continues to main-
tain a voluminous correspondence
as well as to monitor his bluebird trail
of 65 nesting boxes every week. He and
Olive know how to enjoy life in their
golden years. Qlive’'s beloved poodles
are still being precision trained by her
in obedience. In her own volunteering
efforts, Olive takes her youngest
poodle, “Flame,” to nearby nursing
homes and cheers up the patients
there each week. Larry and Olive form
inspiring models for the rest of us, who
can, as Christina is learning, teach us
how to help our fellow creatures,
human and animal, on this beautiful
Planet Earth. i3]

Mary D. Janetatos
Executive Director
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Dear Morris M. Green, Jr:

Thanks for the clarification of the
feeder's use by bluebirds. Mrs. Har-
mon’s recipe for “Miracle Meal” in
Sialia 6(4):135 consisted of one part
flour fo three parts yeliow corn meal
mixed in a large bow/! with spoonfuls
of fard (not shortening) until it forms
firm balls. Peanut butter can be added
or peanut hearts, Do NOT add bird
seed.

The Winter 1985 issue of Sialia re-
ported the accident suffered by Ber-
muda Bluebird Society President
Tommy Outerbridge. His fall from a
cliff whife excavaling nesting cavities
for White-tailed Tropicbirds resufted in
extensive paralysis. He has been hos-
pitalized in England for well over a
vear. Executive Director Mary Janeta-
tos recently received the following let-
ter from him.

Dear Mary:

Hi there! Hope things are OK with
you.

I've only just managed to secure
some money to send NABS and renew
my membership. My memory is still
abysmal, thus the delay.

However, feelings are starting to
come back in my legs. My morale is
good, and I've been given some en-
couraging reports about the growing
numbers of bluebirds in Bermuda. The
government has even featured the
bluebird on the new issue of the one
dollar stamp! This is unique and un-
heard of because the “bluey” was al-
ready on the five cent stamp. David
Wingate must take a iot of credit for
engineering this.

| wonder if you'll be able to send me
the back-dated issues that I've missed
out on? And convey my thanks to the
NABS members who have written 1o
me in the past. I'd love to hear from
anybody in the future! | cellect post-
cards.

The weather has been terribly cold
over here. | can’t believe it's almost
Christmas. | can’'t remember ever see-
ing summer. | will be here for the in-
definite future: the time goes slowly. ...
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| sit around wracking my brains try-
ing to devise new methods of helping
the “blueys,” and trying to figure out
new ways of exterminating sparrows.
I've been thinking about how ¢n earth |
will be able to build boxes in the future,
and | reckon it’s gonna be school Kids.
With Christmas ceming, it's good to
know
That when spring comes, the snow
will go.
And with warmer weather
scon will appear
The bright blue heralds of
the bright new year.
Merry Christmas te you and
everyone.
And happy go slappy, nip nap and
flappy New Year!!!
All the very bestest, warmest wishes,
Tommy Quterbridge
The Chiltern Hospital, Great Missen-
den, Buckinghamshire, England HP16
OEN

Dear Editor:

Is it possible that within the mem-
bership no one knows how to defeat
snakes who want to predate nestling
bluebirds? Can we poll them fer sug-
gestions? I've just had a failure with
heavy crankcase grease on the sup-
port pole of the bluebird house.

J. William Oberman, M.D.
Washington, DC

Dear J. William Oberman:

To my knowledge the Society has
not found an absolutely foolproof sys-
tem to protect nesting boxes from
snake predation. The method des-
cribed in this issue by Richard Hoff-
mann looks promising; perhaps you'd
care to try itand report your resuits.

Dear Executive Director:

Please include a note of thanks in
Sialia to the kind bluebirding friends
who recently sent me cards. | appre-
ciate their thoughts. It was a pleasure
te hear from them.

Meade Flinn
Alberta, Virginia
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Alabama."” From Rockvale, TN, Scooter
Longwell writes, “We enjoyed lhe piece in
Southern Living about the Blue Robin. We
have these birds on ¢ur farm and also name
our farm the Blue Robin Farm.” Lt. Col. Don
Packard, assigned to HQ 4th U.S. Army on
special assignment at Ft. McCoy, WI, would
like to personally thank Carol Shirk, Pinck-
ngy, MI, for carrying on the demanding re-
sponsibilities of monitoring his tluebird
trasl named "Haycreek Bluebirg Trail.”" And
thanks to his wife Jan for monitoring his
boxes and again tolerating his absence in
the cause of keeping America free. One
Thomas (Tait, NABS current vice president
and past corresponding secretary) reports
that another Thomas (White, of Gorden,
GA) has become a super member. Mr. White
has been educating many about bluebirds,
including teachers all over Georgia.

There was much news from Chio. Many
students in Tom Barber's class in Kim-
bolton wrote including the following: Chris
Warden, who reports that ‘‘the streamers
(to repel House Sparrows) have been work-
ing”; Larry Durben, who says that he and
his brothers got bluebirds in 4 out of 6
boxes; Dennis Calvert, who wants to join
the Society because he wants the bluebird
not to be “exstinkt” (sic); Donny Moslay,
who also wants to join NABS; Eric McNutt,
who recounts a familiar tale, “They [the
nest boxes] have been hroken into by Eng-
lish [House] Sparrows six times"”, and Ellie
Metz, who writes that she has a lot of open
area so she can help bluebirds. “Weli
done!" to Tom Barber for introducing his
class to the adventure of helping blue-
birds.

By phone | heard from JIm Gerle, of
Newfield, NJ, who said that he had four
nest boxes set out when he saw a blue-
hird. “I had never seen a bluebird. | almost
flipped.” John Morrison, of Red Lion, PA,
described a similar reaction when he saw
his first bluebird. Rod Botsal, of Columbia,
MD, really flipped when rescuing the back-
yard bluebirds he and his wife Monlka
had tenderly fostered. Rod sprained his
Achilles tendon when a cat or sparrows or
something threatened the bluebirds.

Many bluebirders give slide pregrams,
like the indefatigable Emil Klanchar and
Al Goga of North Huntingdon, PA, and
Phyllis Fegreus of Blairsville, GA. Others
also give trail tours, as we did here last
June ('85). After the tour Margaret Swartz
of Fairfax, VA, wrote to Larry Zeleny: “Dear
‘Bluebird’ of Bluebirds: My Saturday tour of
your bluebird trail was just what the doctor
ordered for me and | enjoyed every min-
ute....l could have looked at them a couple
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days longer if | had had the opportunity.
After reading half your book the first even-
ing, you and your group can add me tc a
hopeful fan of the beautiful birds...if | can
spot the right spot for a nesting, | surely
want to do so. Your expertise and enthus-
iasm on this lovely subject is overwhelm-
ing ard i feel that a bluebird has actually
landed on my shoulder. Thank you, for the
wonderful Saturgay."

In conclusicn, we have a bit of com-
edy, a bit of mystery, and a touching story.
Marlon Marlowse of Chatham, VA, tells us:
‘I have had up one little house for several
years and they [bluebirds] were building
every year. What everybody likes to see is
the way they stay on my school bus mir-
rors. Just as scon as | park the bus they
head for the mirrors. | took some pictures
from the inside of the bus.”

Now, all of you Ohicans, solve the
mystery of the “Secret Mr. Biluebirder,”
as described by Eleanor Brackinan, of Jack-
son, OH. She writes, "l have bluebirds in
my yard, and so far have had three nests. |
became interested last year and want to do
all | can to save them. | work at Goodyear
Atomic, Piketon, OH. One man here raised
approximately 1,000 from the 1970's
through this year on the plant site. They
are beautiful here. He recently retireg. Do
you know about his work here?” (Really,
we don't!)

And, finally, one of Ren Kingston’s
bluebird proteges, George Lumsden of
Fairfax, VA, writes us: *'l am an avid blue-
bird fan and have built..and distributed
them [bluebird boxes] among my neighbors
and relatives. It's a great joy to have these
beautiful creatures around. | am disabled
and occasionally spend right much time in
bed...One day in February | filleg the bed-
room window [bird] feeder and forgot to
close the window. The next day | was very
sick and feeling sorry tor myself when this
little Carolina Chickadee with a deformedg
leg flew into the room. She {| believe it was
a female) flew in through the window, in-
vestigated every shoe, nook and cranny,
then sat on the foot of my bed. | whistled
her song three times, each time she'd cock
her head and look at me. After the third
time, she went into her full song for at least
a minute, then flew out the window.. I
hope to someday have the bluebird visit me.
It is indeed an heonor to be a member of
NABS and | thoroughiy enjoy Siafia...”

And to you, dear reader, | wish the
same: May the bluebird visil you, and may
you enjoy Siafial ]
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