


Enemies of the Bluebird



fairly close to human habitations so
that the more open areas may often be
used by bluebirds for nesting without
serious sparrow competition.

The starling invasion of the coun-
try during the past 40 years has proved
to be a far greater threat to the bluebird
than was the somewhat earlier House
Sparrow invasion. The starling popula-
tion is still rapidly increasing and
relentlessly spreading to nearly all
rural areas. Bluebirds can never suc-
cessfully defend their natural nesting
sites against starlings except in the
case of the refatively few natural
cavities that the bluebirds can enter
but that have openings toc smail for
starlings. Bluebirds have almost disap-
peared from most areas where there is
a heavy population of starlings during
the nesting season. Here again a new
balance of nature will eventually be
established, but unless man intervenes
effectively there will be no place in it
for our lovely bluebirds.

It has been very well demon-
strated that the bluebird population
can be restored in local areas by pro-
per management, and it is reascnabie
to suppose that this can be gene on a
national scale with sufficient interest
and public participation. This is why
we are urging all interested people to
supply starling-procf bluebird nesting
boxes and to give the bluebirds that
may use them the needed protection
against House Sparrows and other
enemies.

Those natural enemies of the blue-

bird which are native to this ceountry
serve a useful purpose and shoutd not
be destroyed. These include all native
birds of prey, snakes, raccoons, squir-
rels, chipmunks, etc. as well as those
native birds that compete with blue-
birds for nesting cavities. Starlings,
House Sparrows, and stray house cats
fall into a different category since they
are not native to this country and often
sericusly upset the balance of nature.

Protection of bluebirds against
both their native and imported enemies
to the greatest extent practicable is im-
portant. Bluebird houses with entrance
holes 1% inches in diameter and
6 inches above the floor offer almost
complete protection against starlings.
Placing the houses as far as possible
from buildings, removing House Spar-
row nests repeatedly, and trapping
adults are measures that are often
necessary in dealing with these spar-
rows. Wherever snakes or four-legged
predators are likely to be a problem,
mounting the bluebird houses on
smooth metal posts or pipes and keep-
ing these coated with soft automebile
grease provides the best possible pro-
tection. When these various protective
measures are employed, efforts to in-
crease the bluebird population are

usually successful. Widespread
cooperation in this effort will be
necessary to save the bluebird. [ |

This article was first published in Purple
Martin Capital News (now Nature Society
News) May 27, 1970. It is reprinted with per
mission.

BLUEBIRD BIBLIOGRAPHY AVAILABLE

The North American Bluebird Society announces the recent
publication of a bluebird bibliography entitled “A Bibliography
on the Technical Literature of the Bluebird Genus Siafra.”” Com-
piled by Tedd Gutzke, NABS Research Committee Chairman, the
29-page publication includes a list of most technical articles
published up to the year 1983, The bibliography fills a void that
has existed for a long time, providing interested researchers,
students, trail operators and more a source for information on
past biuebird studies in a single publication. The bibliography is
available from NABS headquarters, Box 6235, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20906-0295. The cost is $2.50.
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The Battle Continues

Frances Hanes

My attitude toward House Spar-
rows (Passer domesticus) changed
rapidly and radically the day four years
agoe when t went up into a pasture to
check my nesting boxes. One box
which had produced six young blue-
birds had been cleaned so | was con-
fidently expecting to find a second
nest started, but, to my horrow, on
opening the box | found a dead, male
biuebird. His wings were spread and
his bloody head had missing feathers.
| stood there in disbelief. With tears
streaming down my cheeks | picked up
the poor bluebird which had been killed
by a House Sparrow clinging to his
back and pecking him to death as he
was defending his box. Carrying “my”
bird I walked down through the pasture
cursing and crying. By the time | arrived
at my car | vowed that if | ever got my
hands on a House Sparrow he would
not live long. | feel the same strong
emotion today.

Two birding friends offered to
shoot House Sparrows with their 22's
so I went with them on two separate
occasions. From the car we ¢ould see
the sparrows at a box and once
watched them throw a biuebird egg
from the box, but attempts to shoot
them were unsuccessful.

Fortunately, | read of Joe Huber's
trap in a letter he wrote to Nature So-
ciety News so | wrote Joe about my
battle. He sent me traps and boxes
with permanent traps built into them,
Now, as | monitor my 50 boxes | carry
traps of various sizes,

Whenever a House Sparrow builds
a nest in one of my boxes | remove the
nest, attach the trap, and leave the
scene to monitor other boxes, When |
return in about one-half hour, | have a
sparrow trapped in the box. If it is the
female | dispose of her, reset the trap,
and again leave the area because
House Sparrows are very suspicious. |
usually get the male and, if not, he
gives up the box. Sometimes | wait un-
til their eggs are laid since the attach-
ment is stronger; however, | have no
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answer for the sparrow that does not
want the box for nesting but just sits in
the opening keeping all birds frem us-
ing the box.

My boxes are both top and front
opening so | can slide the top over
carefully when the trap is sprung and
reach in and pick up the sparrow. My
first execution attempt was a disaster,
but | was determined to finish the job.
Because gasoline was priced at a
premium | would not drive a sparrow
anywhere to allow him to continue kill-
ing. Some fellow bluebirders had
demonstrated how to do the deed. I'm
an expert now and my dead sparrows
are often taken to the local zoo where
they benefit some of the residents.

Since | frequently present my blue-
bird slide program, | also demonstrate
the Huber trap; it provides an excellent
opportunity to tell the audience exact-
ly how [ feel. If anyone would have
told me 10 years ago that | was cap-
able of killing a bird, | would have said
that it was impossible. Today, | am
convinced that the House Sparrow
should be treated as any other pest we
have. A friend of mine who shares this
view points out that since we kill mice
and ants that enter our homes, why not
House Sparrows. | don't have time to
remove sparrow nests repeatedly to
attempt to discourage them, | honestly
feel it is much simpler to just trap and
dispose of these killer pests. [ |

138 Melrose Ave.
Utice. NY 13502
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1g Box

Martha Watts

Plastic nesting boxes have drawbacks. A major problem is overheating. Martha Watils of
Mount Airy, Maryland, in her own words, details her solufion to the problem in Elinor Miller's
column entitled “As the crow flies..." which appeared in the July 20, 1984, issue of the Fred-
erick {MD] Post. We appreciate permission to reprint this novel solution t0 a bluebird problem
and especially thank artist Meredith Springer for furnishing an “improved” version of his

original drawing.

ptastic house is not a very

good nesting box to be put in
the sun because it gets so very hot
and causes trouble for the eggs
and the young that happen to
hatch. That summer it was hot,
spelled with a capital *H.” | was
sure these eggs literally fried in
the heat of the plastic house and
only one hatched. By this time I be-
came very protective and maternal
of this tiny bit of life. | had to do
something to coocl the house down
when | wondered if the parents
would accept my interference.

Well, | did and they did! This
is how | sclved my problem,.

The plastic house had a
peaked roof so | put together a
peaked roof of wood larger than
the plastic one. | tacked a strip of
wood to the underside and the low-
er edge of the wooden roof so it
would rest on the plastic one but
leave air space between the two
roofs.

Each morning and cnce or
twice during the day | placed a
small plastic bag filled with two or
three ice cubes in the area be-
tween the two roofs. Even as the
ice melted, the cold water stayed
cool for some time and this air-
conditioned the littie house. | re-
moved the extra roof in the late
evening just in case a strong wind
came up at night and replaced it
the next morning unless it rained.

Those two sweet trusting
birds accepted my help and even
recognized me. They would dive
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bomb my husband but not me. The
baby survived and what a thrill to
watch it poke its head out of the
entrance. The parents sat on the
antennain front of a tree and called
encouragement. It (a little male)
burst cut of the house and | ran out
to seek where it had gone. | was
quick enough to see the baby fly-
ing across the back yard to the
woods and both parents along side
making a great deal of noise. |
could almost hear them shouting,
“Atta boy, keep going, you’ll make
itand we're with you.”

The baby survived and | saw
them from time to time on the an-
tenna of my house.

The plastic house served its
purpose at the time, but | now have
five bluebird houses, which my
husband made, scattered around
my front and back yard. | have at
least two nestings per season. |
love these little creatures, but | do
sometimes wish they would be-
come a little more aggressive
when finding and protecting their
nests.

| have mentioned the air-con-
ditioned bluebird house to a few
pecople and they have either
laughed or thought | was nuts. For
myself, it was s0 satisfying toc have
saved that one little bit of fluff for
two very desperate little birds.

Hope ycu found this story in-
teresting because it is true. This
was my first encounter with blue-
birds. [}
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Wooden Roof

Plastic Nesting Box

Martha Watts designed a wooden roof with an air space between it and the
easily overheated plastic nesting box so that a bag with ice cubes could be
placed between the rocfs to "air-condition” the plastic box. (Drawing by and used

with the consent of Meredith Springer.)

PRESIDENTIAL POINTS-(Continued from page 82)

ranged to schedule the first Bluebird
Week in New York State and to have
funds from “Return A Gift To Wildlife”
appropriated to educate the public of
the bluebird’s plight. The 1984 efforts
resulted in the establishment of the
New York Nest Box Network, a com-
bined effort of the New York State
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation (NYSDEC) and the Albany
Audubon Society to map existing
bluebird trails and encourage
residents to sestablish new trails.
NYSDEC “Return A Glft To Wildlife”
funds also appropriated $500.00 to the
NABS for the printing of our new
brochure to help insure that the Socie-
ty can continue its role in helping the
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bluebird.

The spring of 1985 carried bluebird
conservation even further starting
with a reception al the Legislative Of-
fice Building in Albany on 12 March.
The reception acknowledged Bluebird
Week, National Wildlife Week, and the
200th anniversary of the birth of John
James Audubon. A very special guest
at the reception was New York’s travel-
ing eagle. This bird cannot be returned
to the wild due to wing injuries and is
used to educate the public on raptor
management,

Although New York was the last
state to acquire an official state bird, it
may soon be the leader of the bluebird
movement in North America. &
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A Lesson Learned

Linda K. Lang

On 6 June 1984, | checked a box in the yard that contained four
eggs the last of which had been laid on 31 May. | had bteen monitor-
ing the box every day and had greased the pole heavily with STP.
The female had been incubating the eggs. When | raised the lid, the
eggs, to my horrow, were gone. | figured that a two-legged bandit
must have taken them. Deciding that the box had to be moved so
that the birds might start anew, | removed the box from the pole and
laid it down. | then found a suitable spot and re-installed the pole.
With a screwdriver I started removing the nest while shaking the box
while it was turned upside down. Imagine my surprise when four very
small blue eggs fell from within the nest onto the grass. One was
broken in the fall, but the other three were uncracked. With tears of
frustration | grabbed the nest and placed it back in the box and put
the three eggs in it. When | had returned the box to its original site, |
went inside the house to watch through the kitchen window for the
return of the bluebird pair.

They soon came and checked the situation. The female went in-
side the box to incubate—or so | thought. The next day when |
checked the box it contained four eggs. Every day thereafter there
was a new egg next to the original three until there were seven. Only
four hatched. I’'m confident, of course, that they were the last four
laid. Two days after the brood fledged, the male perched on the top
of the box carrying a huge green caterpitiar. He called to the female
and then went inside the box. She soon appeared and went inside,
also. Later that same morning, nest building began and six days
later the first egg of a new clutch was laid. 2]

216 E. 118th St., So.
Jenks, OK 74037
e o e e ]

Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the foliowing ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20906-0295. Please allow a
month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.
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WANTED: Back Issues of Sialia

Don’t discard back issues of Sialia!’
If, for any reason, you cannot keep past
copies of the bluebird journal return
them and claim a tax deduction of
$2.50 for each.

Many new members desire complete
sets of back issues which we are
unable to supply. Copies of Volume
1:1,2 and Volume 3:2 are particularly
needed. Mail back issues to head-
guarters:

North American Bluebirg Society

Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295

Sialia, Summer 1985



A Bluebird Trail

Arlene Kunke!

The bluebirds are making a
comeback. It is so thrilling to
see those beautiful bluebirds sit-
ting on the wires in February wait-
ing forus to put up their houses.

So | get busy some nice sunny
afternocon and load up 15 or 20
boxes and start out on my trail.
The trail is 12 miles long. | go east
from Ankenytown on the Green-
ville Treaty Line to Grubb’s
Corners, turn right and make a cir-
cle back to Ankenytown.

| take the boxes down in win-
ter because the mice build nests in
them and the severe winter
weather is hard on them. Last year
my trail consisted of 54 boxes from
which 148 bluebirds fledged along
with 12 Tree Swallows and 4 flying
squirrels,

Several garden club members
wanted to see my trail so | made a
few more trips last year than in the
preceding year. Some people were
amazed that | could tap iightly on a
box, open it, reach in, pick up the
incubating female, count her eggs
and put her back without her flying
away. | was even able to hold her
carefully while showing her to cb-
servers who had never seen a blue-
bird.

One evening | removed a nest-
ling from a box to show a group of
people. | saw a blowfly larva fas-
tened to its foot. After examining
each nestling carefully (and remov-
ing a total of two or three blow-
flies) I handed each nestling to a
different person. | then raised the
nest and brushed out the remain-
ing larvae which were in the bot-
tom of the box. All five nestlings
were returned to the nest and even-
tually fledged.

Some of the bluebirds on my
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trail lay as many as six eggs in the
first clutch and may raise as many
as three broods during the breed-
ing season, After the young have
left the box, the nesting material is
removed and a teaspoon of pow-
dered sulfur is sprinkled on the
nest box floor for control of blow-
flies. All boxes are, of course, care-
fulty monitored and complete
records kept.

Bluebirds like to build a new
nest for each brood; however, if a
nest is not removed promptly after
the young have fledged, they will
reconstruct an old nest or build a
new one on top of the old. This
raises the nest and nestlings much
closer to the entrance hole so that
predators can then reach the con-
tents more easily.

The North Liberty Garden
Club started a trail in 1971. We got
the idea from the Howard Club in
southeastern Knox County, Harold
Freshwater, the husband of one of
our members, sawed parts for
more than 50 boxes. Cur group
then met at a local church and
nailed them together. Each mem-
ber put up several boxes near her
home. After we sold our farm and
moved to Ankenytown, | added
more boxes and started the 12 mile
trail.

In the autumn after the breed-
ing season has ended, cur group
tallies the results. During 1984 our
club of 36 members raised 306
bluebirds. We would like to encour-
age others to erect nesting boxes
in our state in order to bring the
lovely ‘‘bluebird of happiness”
back to Chio. ]

11440 Yankey St.
Fredericktown, OH
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of s membership  Bluebird Exgpress
should become a forum for alf who are
interested in communicating their ideas
and achons concerning bivebird conser-
vation. We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming!

Dear Editor:

| read with great interest the article
by Art Aylesworth on the merits of en-
larging entrance holes in bluebird
boxes to 1-9/16 inches. | decided to in-
corporate the larger holes in future
boxes but had just recently completed
a number of boxes with 1-%z inch holes.

| purchased a readily avaitable 1-%
inch drum rasp for about $3.00 and
found it weil-suited to enlarging the
holes using an electric drill (3/8 inch
variable speed type preferred but not
essential).

Anyone wishing to follow this sug-
gestion will find the use of a tapered
wood gauge very helpful. | used a piece
of 3/16 inch cedar about 5 inches long.
Start with a width of 1-9/16 and then
taper the first 3 inches down to 1-%
inches. Round off the edges. It is bet-
ter than a cylindrical gauge because it
indicates where to remove material.

The drum rasp is so easy to use that
| plan to continue to enlarge 1-Y2 inch
holes rather than purchase a special
1-9/16 inch hole saw.

Harold S. Pollock
Victoria, British Coclumbia

Dear Editor:

The slide program on bluebirds
which your organization furnished for
the Catesby Bird Club was the most
beautiful we have ever had. Thanks for
awonderful program.

Mrs. J.E. Horney
High Peoint, North Carolina
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Dear Editor:

L.A. Smith of Ontario (Sialia 7(1).36)
stated he would need 200 feet of string
on his manual trap to catch the “skit-
tish" pest birds in his area. A blind is
the solution to that problem. Drive
three 5 foot stakes intec the ground
about three feet apart and hang an old
blanket or tarpaulin between them.

To obtain a sirong string for your
manual trap, go to a hardware store
that carries masons’ supplies and ask
for heavy-duty “masons’ line.” Some
braided nylon mascns’ line | bought
recently has a tensile strength of 160
pounds! It is green in color which
camouflages it well when it is lying in
the grass. If you can't find masons’ line
locally, write Goldblatt Tool Co., 511
Osage, Kansas City, Kansas 66110 for
their masons’ supplies catalog.

In late April 1985, | caught a male
House Sparrow in a manual trap which
was 170 feet from where | watched with
my 8 x 40 mm binoculars.

Morris Green
Walkersville, Maryland

Dear Editor:

A few weeks ago | crdered four cedar
nest boxes from your society.

They are the best boxes | have seen
or used in my lifetime and I've been up
and down the highway a good many
years. | have purchased and built nest
boxes but yours are by far the best....

I'm ordering four for my grand-
children. Please rush for this season!

Gordon J. Caldwell
Cummington, Massachusetts
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Dear Editor:

TO BIRDERS ENJOYING RETIRE-
MENT. | would like to devote some of
my energy as a free lance writer to the
bluebird cause. One of my current pro-
jects is an article about how involve-
ment in the nesting box program has
enriched the lives of retired people.
Past articles in Siafia indicate that the
free time older folks enjoy can be very
beneficial to bluebirds....

The effect involvement has on peo-
ple is sometimes overlooked. | would
like my article to focus on how par-
ticipation has benefitted you as well as
wildlife....

| am interested in hearing about your
special bluebird experiences since you
have stopped working. Perhaps you
have found that your commitment to
bluebirds has meant getting outdoors,
working with your hands, keeping
busy, communing with nature, or
something else special that you did
not expect. Perhaps there is a single
event that has been especially mean-
ingful.... Be sure to include details like
your age, your past occupation, where
you live, etc. How you became in-
terested in the nesting box program
and how that commitment has evolved
is also important. | am appreciative of
any specifics you can share with me.

Petra de Groot

Diastole Ranch

1390 Rock Creek Road

Philipsburg, MT 59858

(406) 859-3369

Dear Editor:

On April 26th two bluebirds started
building their nest in one of our boxes
next to the back porch, Due to the fact
that there was no way to open the box
and the extreme wariness of these par-
ticular birds, we did not count the eggs
but later did observe two little heads
while feeding. Then, only one little
head. After a few days we saw flies en-
tering so assumed that one had died.
This proved to be true for | found it
when | cleaned the box after the re-
maining bird had fledged on June 4th,

On June 12th the parents were back
building again in another hox about 15

feet away from the other located on a
clothesiine pole. Sometimes the first
fledged baby sat on the line while the
female worked. She laid five eggs this
time and was still sitting on them when
we left on a trip July 2nd. When we re-
turned three weeks later, the nest was
empty, except for a lone blue egg
which had failed to hatch. We saw sev-
eral young birds arocund from time to
lime so assume that some of them
made it.
Stan Lierman
Cuba, Alabama

DearStan Lierman:

Good to hear you had some success
in fledging biuebirds. Your experience
with the dead nestling illustrates one
reason why we urge that boxes be con-
structed in some manner that allows
for easy monitoring.

Dear Editor:
| have been using Morris Green's
sparrow trap (Sialia 6(1):8-11) on our
bluebird houses with great success. |
have a suggestion, however, which
may make using the trap easier for
some readers. Rather than detaching
the box from the pole and dunking it to
drown the sparrow, my wife came up
with a simple idea. When the pest is
trapped inside the house, slowly open
the trap door and slide a one quart or
one-halt gallon plastic milk “bottle”
over the opening. Since it is translu-
cent, light will come through it making
the sparrow think the entrance is now
open. If he hesitates to come out, tap-
ping on the back of the house wlll
usually encourage him to leave the way
he came, and then you have him in the
bottle. From there it is easy to dispose

of him.

Louis Soule
Mount Airy, Maryland

Correction

In “Success with paired boxes in
Alberta” 7(2):55, the Mountain Bluebird
should have been identified as Sialia
currucoides rather than S. mexicana
which is the Western Bluebird.



Bluebird Tales

Mary D . Janetatos

Sarah Funkhauser, NABS' new office
administrative assistant, phoned me ang
announced, “The babies are born! The
Kifldeer, | mean!” Off | went to Sarah and
Glenn’s nearby Fuiton, MO, home. The
Killdeer young were tiny replicas of their
parents, with two black bands around their
necks and heads that resembled dandelion
seed clusters. As the male Killdeer fran-
tically went through his pathetic “broken
wing” act, we also watched the female Kill-
deer, who fanned her wings and tail reveal-
ing her burnt-orange rump patch while
covering three downy youngsters.

A fourth sat unperturbed and un-
covered in front of his mother. The mother's
concern for her young became alarm, so
she arose. When she did so, the tiny puff
balls seemed to run on toothpicks taking
off in all directions. We distanced ourselves
a bit as Sarah used her camera 10 record
the event in snapshots. Then both parents
nerded the four youngsters back into the
“nest” where lhey nestled again safely
underneath their mother.

One goesn’t need to “do™ much to aid
Killdeer, as Sarah and Glenn know. They
simply “provided” their stony driveway and
Mama Killdeer deposited her spotted, stony
eggs neatly just off the beaten path. Since
she blendeg in well with the background
she managed {0 escape the notice of the
local predators and was watched ap-
preciatively during the weeks of incubation
oty her human landlords. 1t does seem a
great wonder that any Killdeer nestings
succeed.

Needing far more human help,
however, is our banner bird, the bluebird.

As the telephone messages unfold,
there come tales of many bluebirds seen.
The accounts differ little either registering
incredulity at seeing a “first” bluebird, re-
counting with delight the fact that last
year's pair is back again, or relating in
anquish tales of sparrow interference.

The most innovative effort to thwart
sparrows came from Alice Brocoum of
Gaithersburg, MD. Alice had moved her
bluebird box in the summer of 1884 from a
fence post to a windsock pole in the middle
of her yard. Immediately, the bluebirgds built
a nest and raised a broog of four with no
sparrow interference! When Lee Lowery of
Rockyille, MO, told me an all-too-familiar
tale of sparrow interference, | suggesled
she get a windsock, also. She enlisted the
help of her mother who made one on her
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sewing machine. At last report four
pluebirds hatched successfully in that box.
In the hackyard at NABS headquarters (my
home), the sparrows had a partially com-
pleted nest when | devised a variation of the
windsock idea: streamers attached to a
plant stake which was atlached to the nest
box. Afier | removed the sparrow nest, they
never rebuill. However, the bluebirds did
busld a nest, and the female bluebird laid
five eggs which are due to hatch any day
now. The bluebirds really seem to enjoy the
pole. They perch on it to hunt insects on the
ground. Other people report mixed results.
Rich Dolesh (NABS Special Projects Chair-
man) is very interested in having it tried and
results reported on a wide scale. The
methog can be, in my opinion, one compo-
nent of a sparrow control program. It works
as a scarecrow works. Call it a scare-
sparrow?

Potential bluebirders continue to write
to the Society for information. One such let-
ler from H. Moses of Fairfax, VA, says:
“Thank you very much for your quick mail-
ing of the bluebird information. My Cub
Scouts [each] made a bluebird house as
their woodworking project. These nine
houses will be hung with much pride in the
next couple of weeks.” Another letter writ-
ten in February of 1985 tells about a
roosting house, appropriately named the
Blue Bird Inn. “Last night, which was very
cold here in northern Qhio, we had 18
guests in the Inn.” Afso in February, Mrs.
Jesse C. Job wrote ang asked if NABS car-
ried nest boxes with top and boltom open-
ings. [We don’t, but it would probably be a
simple matter to drill a hole in the lower part
of the box for winter roosting. Frances
Ehlers of Clarksville, MD, is another ad-
vocate of this approach.] Efforis 10 keep
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bluebirds happy in winter met with different
results hy two bluebirders: Ed Baker of
Saegertown, PA, and Thomas Passamonte
of Mt. Morris, NY. Ed built two roosting
boxes last year but no bluebirds used them.
Although there was a rare bluebird stepping
al the feeder, they did not eat anything. Cn
the other hand, Thomas Passamonte men-
ticns six bluebirds roosting in early fall in
the backyard martin house, then all six us-
ing a hellowed log nest box when the
upstate New York winter cold settled in.

In March of 1985 Carolyn Johnston
wrote about having built nest boxes using
NABS instructions which she sent for after
reading the Parade magazine article in
1978!

As the spring mall comes in, wa hear of
territorial battles and nesting anecdotes.
Right here in Silver Spring, MD, the
backyard male bluebird defiantly chased a
large gray and lemon-colored Great Crested
Flycatcher away from a Laurance Sawyer
log feeder.

Mrs. T.P. Shoemaker, of Sophia, NC,
writes as she renews her NABS member-
ship, “P.S. Last year the femate bluehird
would steal nest material from the robin’s
nest. Both were building their nest at the
same time. The robin was away from her
nest, of course.’’ David Barclay ot
Talledega, AL, wrote, “..We have finally
gotten two bluebird famllies to move in. I'm
siowly making more houses out of red
cedar grown on our own place.”

NABS Founder, Larry Zeleny, travelled
1o Huntsville, TX, in early April and visited
with the John Grivich family for a few days.
Larry saw first hand what a “whale of a job”
the Griviches are doing to promote bluebird
conservation in their area of Texas.

On a continent-wide scale, the Bowater
Carolina Company continues their bluebird
campaign. NABS Board Member Ed Haws
edited the March 1985 Bowater Bluebird
Notes which described the 1984 Bowater
bluebird results. Ed is extremely helpful to
NABS, having arranged a substantial grant
from Bowater to help finance the new edi-
tion of the popular color brochure “Where
Have All The Bluebirds Gone?”

Other funding of the brochure came
from Art Aylesworth and Robert E. Lee of
Ronan, MT, the International Fund for
Animal Welfare initiated by Bob Braley of
Omernee, ONT, and the New York State
Cepartment of Envircnmenial Conserva-
tion’s “Return a Gift to Wildlife” fund
through the good offices of NABS’ Presi-
dent, Mrs. Sadle Dorber of Vestal, NY.

New York State residents, through its
DEC and its National Audubon chapters,
are becoming more and more active in
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bluebird conservation. They join the
pioneering efforts of the Upstate New York
Bluebird Society directed by Fran Hanes of
Utica and John Rogers of Brewertcn. A
“Nestbox Network” is being developed
there to help the state bird.

Biluabird talks and other events were
scheguled and reported from far flung
places. George Cummings, of Warrenton,
VA, showed the bluebird slide program tc
his men’s group; Pauline Kasserman in
Winesburg, OH, presented it to the Canton
Garden Club; Mark Martin, of Warrenton,
VA, gave the same program to the Francis
Fauquier Garden Club. Judy Danlel of Gret-
na, NE, writes that she thought the slide
program was excellent, “All in all, | am very
happy and excited about the bluebird socie-
ty and with what they have done. | will do
everything | can to put bluebird nesting
boxes up around the Cmaha and Lincoln
area...”

Cathy Reno, of Gainesville, FL, says,
“Thank you so much for making this pro-
gram avallable to us . 1’s so useful to me,
especially since I'm a novice oublic
speaker.” And from Bettendorf, 1A, Orville
G. Stow writes, “This film presentation Is
really a good onel... Do you have instruction
sheets of dimensions ang procedure for
making biuebird houses?” Yes, we do, and
we'll supply all speakers with free instruc-
tional material upon request.

In the Washington, D.C. area, NABS
has plans to join with old friends at the
Audubon Naturalist Soclety in June for
“Bluehird Recovery” featuring Larry Zeleny
and Andre Dion coming from Quebac
speaking about nis bock, The Return of the
Bluebird. NABS also had local exhibits at
the Northeastern Bird Banders’ Association
and Eastern Bird Banders' Association con-
vention and at Marlboro Day in Prince
Georges County (MD). At the March Na-
tional Wildlife Federation (NWF) conven-
tion, | met charter Board Member Ralph
Shook of Godfrey, IL. Dave Pardoe of NWF
{and a NABS Board Member) had arranged
the opportunity to show the Society’'s work
there.

We seek to inspire the bluebird conser-
vation efforts of large groups, as in our
Eighth Anpual Meeting in July in Red Deer,
Alberta, hosted by Union Carbide of
Canada, Ltd. We also continue to assist the
lone individual, like Wayne Johnson of
Newport News, VA, who wrote in April say-
ing, "“Thank you for your letter and | enjoyed
hearing from you... The two boxes | got from
you were perfect and well built.... Thanks
again for everything ... Yours for Bluebirds.”

And may you, dear reader, be blessed
with many bluebirds!
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Bluebirds—Bring Them Back

Early in September of 1985 a new 20
minute film entitled “Btuebirds—Bring
Them Back,” will be available from Berlet
Films. After severatl years of planning,
thousands of miles of travel, and countless
hours of filming and editing, Walter and
Myma Berlet have produced an intimate
close-up in the life history of all three
species of bluebirds.

This bluebirg movie is another of the
“Great Animal Storles” filmed by the
Berlets. Perhaps you have seen some or all
of their films on the putlic television show,
“Profiles of Nature.” Nine of the 26 films
shown in the current series were produced
by Walter and Myrna, a team of dedicated
educators who have been filming and pro-
ducing wildlife conservation films for over
20 years. “The Remarkable Mountain
Goat,” “Two Little Owls,” "Legacy for a
Loon,” “Seasons of the EIk,™ “Life of the
Bighorn Sheep,” and “The Greater Sandhill
Crane Story,” are some Beriet films that
have been shown on television. These films
have won four Cine Golden Eagle Awards
and two Best Wildlife Documentary
Awards.

The 20 minute, low-fade color, aster-
base educational film with sound will be
useful for nature adventures, science,
language arts and social studies i the
elementary grades. In high schools and col-
leges some uses would be for studies in
biclogy, ecology, wildlife management,
conservation, and ornithology. Nature club
programs, nature centers, and libraries are
other places wnere the film would spread
the story of the plight of the oluebird.

Purchase price of the film is $345.00.
Video cassettes may be purchased for
$230.00. Either ibe film or the cassette may
be rented for $35.00. All purchases or ren-
tals must te made directly from Berlet
Films, 1646 Kimmel Road, Jackson, Mi
49201.

There is no doubt that bluebirds, as
we!ll as other cavity nesting species, have
benefited by the widespread publicity
generated through newspaper and maga-
zine articles, the bluebirg siide show, and
the NABS brochure. Now the added dimen-
sions of action and sound will enhance
fulure educational presentations. |

Cavity Nester Slide Show

Plans are underway by the Society to produce a cavity nester
slide show. Demand for the bluebird slide show far exceeded all ex-

pectations. Nature

lovers from all

over the continent have

demonstrated their thirst for knowledge and interest in helping gen-
uine conservation efforts. They become directly involved. Slide
shows have been an excellent educational tool.

Bluebirds are only three of the eighty-six cavity nesting
species found in North America. Not all can be helped to overcome
the survival perils present in a rapidly diminishing habitat. The
Ivory-billed Woodpecker has already become extinct; the Red-
cockaded Woodpecker faces extinction due to loss of hahitat. On
the other hand, the Wood Duck, Purple Martin, and bluebird are a
few of the species that have been helped by humans. Along the
bluebird trails, over twenty species have been found nesting in
boxes. Much has been learned about Tree Swallows, chickadees,
and titmice, for example, but there is much more to learn.

You can become directly involved in the production of the new
slide show by donating one or more slides of local cavity nesting
species to NABS or by making a financial commitment. Please
send duplicates only; we are not responsible for submissions.
Please include a signed release giving NABS permission to use
your slide(s). Send all donaticns to Cavity Nesters, c/io NABS, P.O.
Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295.
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A Bluebird Story

fn the month of April,

The nest box was found.
On the clothesline, sitting,
They sized up the ground.

Everything was right.

The two flew away.

They would gather grass bits
And feathers each day.

All too soon, disaster!

A cat was his fate.
Broken-hearted and sadly,
She searched for new mate.

in a week, she came back
With a second consort.

They’d go back to nesting,
That fate would cut short.

Blue Boy showed up—
Much older and wise.

From the nest, he called her
To feed at moonrise.

But, alas, a mishap,
Biue Boy, in dismay,
With a crippled, limp leg,
Would vanish one day.

Pretty Bird carried on,
Feeding, now, all alone.

One small fledgling appeared.
Soon, both will have flown.

And, the nest box is empty,
Once cozy and warm.

She’ll return come springtime,
A cycle to form.

Kristin Warren

Jon E. Boone: 82, 112
Suzanne Pennell Turner: 96, 114

ART CREDITS

Richard L. Woodward: 85, 100,
102, 107 Black-eyed Susans
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment,

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles, and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 208086-0295






