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Bluebirds Outfox a Hawk

Lillian Lund Files

One Sunday morning in
August 1979, four bluebird nest-
lings were ready to fledge. Around
7:00 a.m. | heard the familiar chirp-
ing noise of the parents trying to
entice their young out of the nest.
About 8:00 a.m. | went to investi-
gate this nesting box just outside
my kitchen door and saw that one
nestling had already “flown the
coop.” Because | was preparing
for a luncheon party that day, |
knew | would not have the time to
monitor the fledging process as |
normally love to do.

While working in the kitchen
around 11:30 a.m. | noticed a dead
silence in the field and thought
perhaps the other three nestlings
had fledged. | went outside to in-
vestigate the box again, expecting
to see an empty nest, but was
amazed to see the three nestlings
still inside. | closed the box gently
and stepped back, perplexed. |
happened to look up at my flag-
pole (which is only 30 feet from
the bluebird box); there sat a hawk
watching the box. Naturally, |
chased the hawk around the field

until it finally left.

By this time my guests were
arriving and | was torn between my
concern for the bluebirds and my
guests. | tried to keep an eye on
the box off and on all afternoon. |
noticed that the three remaining
nestlings had never been so well
fed. The parents were stuffing
them instead of restricting their
food as they would normaily do on
fledging day. They apparently did
not want their young to come out
of the box while the hawk was in
the vicinity. The one bird which
had fledged sat in a nearby tree.
She was also getting her share of
food. The balance of the clutch
did not fledge that day.

Cn Monday | was up at dawn
to watch the box. No hawk was
around so the adults successfully
enticed their three remaining off-
spring out of the nest by 11:00 a.m.

The actions of the adults
demonstrate the adaptibility of
which bluebirds are capable in
order to protect their young. =

Scribner Hill
Tyngstore, MA 01879

Interesting Behavior in Eastern Bluebirds

Florence Germond

The bird that we all think of as very
mild, gentle and certainly unag-
gressive has fooled some of us in
Dutchess County this season.

A phone call came from a lady
who had a pair of bluebirds nesting ina
box in her yard descrlblng a male bird
coming to the screen door everyday.

He clung to the mesh and finally made
a hole nearly an inch In diameter. She
wondered “why*'—but who knows?
Another host to nesting biuebirds
had the pair coming to a window, flying
into it repeatedly, scratching the glass
as they slid down full-length, then
returning to the top to slide down
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Waiting for Bluebirds

Kenneth Jankowski

t have had a bluebird trail for six
years. In 1981 | had 30 boxes but | had
given away 156 boxes tc people with
whom | work. Most of them took them
home and raised sparrows. | told them
to remove the sparrows but they
couldn’t. That is when | started being
choosey about who | gave boxes 0.
By 1982 | had increased my trail to 76
boxes: 40-4x4 inch, 30-5x5 inch, 4
screen-top, and 2 plastic jugs. | had
two Tree Swallow nests that year. They
were beautiful birds.

On 6 November 1982 my wife and
| saw two male bluebirds in cur back-
yard. We watched them for 30 minutes;
they were the first bluebirds we had
seen in this area. Maybe they noticed
all my boxes. We hoped they would re-
turn the following spring. Thal year two
boxes were used by Tree Swallows;
one was at a golf course and the other
on a farmer's fence line about 200
yards from the barn. Seven swallows
fledged from the two nests.

At the end of March 1983 | saw a
total of 23 bluebirds. | think a heavy
snow during that time caused them to
stay in a small area. During 1983 | had
114 boxes, 30 of which | put out in May.
if they had been put out sooner it might
have made a big difference. On 11 April
1983 there was a bluebird nest in a box
on a chain link fence in a cemetary.
On 14 April | found a dead male blue-
bird in a box on the golf course. A
House Sparrow was remaking the nest
for its own use. The bluebird had a
band so | reported the number to the
Bird Banding Laboratory in Laurel, MD,
and found that the bird had been
banded in Galesburg, MI, on 27 May
1981.

The bluebirds nesting in the ceme-
tary were having bad luck. Something
took one egg each week. On 9 May
1983 when | looked in the box, it was
empty. While | removed the nest the
male bluebird dived at me. | feit bad re-
moving the nest, but everything | had
read indicated that | should take the
oid nest out.

Volume 6, Number 4

On my way home from the ceme-
tary, a mile from my house a bluebird
flew in front of my car. | had noticed
that the people in the house near that
point had a box so | stopped to talk to
them. They had had bluebirds for three
weeks. | have 120 bluebird boxes and
he puts up one and gets a bluebird.
At any rate we did have a bluebird nest
that had five eggs of which four
hatched and fledged. During the 1983
nesting seasen we had nine Tree
Swallow nests of which 36 young
fledged and 3 died.

During a vacation in Benton, KY,
we checked the three boxes that we
put up two years ago. We saw a male,
female and three young bluebirds sit-
ting on a wire near a box which had
an old nestinit.

I went jogging one day and met a
woman who belongs to NABS: Mrs.
C.W. Reynolds. She had a box in front
of the house that had fledged three
young and another nesting box behind
the house that had two eggs in it |
gave her another box.

| also have some boxes on land
between the lakes. A bluebird was
nesting at the information center. |
gave a box to Mrs. Fern J. King who
works at the center.

This year | have 130 boxes out and
3 more jugs. A pair of bluebirds have
been in my backyard for two weeks and
started building 23 April 1984. | have
put 18 boxes in a nearby park, 4 of
which are already being used by Tree
Swallows.

Some readers might want to try
using Vaseline as | do on the inside of
the top of the box. It really keeps the
wasps away because they can’t stick
to the reof,

I'm looking forward to greater suc-
cess each year in attracting bluebirds
and Tree Swallows. @]
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and success in reports and papers in
Sialia,

That this ¢ccurs is, of course, quite
understandable, when the major focus
of the Society and its members is on
the bluebirds, when the swallows com-
pete for nest sites with the bluehirds,
and when the swallows are not as
scarce as the bluebirds.

However, when one focuses on one
aspect it becomes very difficult to ap-
preciate and enjoy other aspects, and
in a way one s poorer as a result. It
becomes difficult 1c appreciate and en-
joy the Tree Swallow's splendid irides-
cent coloration, its social behavior,
and its marvelous mastery of the air.
The major evolutionary theme of birds
is flight, and swaliows are an epitome
of that theme. It is almost as if they live
to fly, rather than, as most birds, fly to
live.

And when bluebirders are not in-
clined or able to keep or report relative-
ly complete or accurate records on the
Tree Swallow or Violet-green Swallows
nesting in their boxes, and when sum-
maries of continent-wide box use fail
to distinguish belween Tree Swallows
and Violel-green Swallows, science is
poorer for it.

Robert R. Cohen, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology
Denver, Colorado

Dear Dr, Cohen:

Your plea is eloguent. NABS was
founded fo help all native cavily
nesting species although bluebirds are
“firsl among equals” in the hearts of
most of our members. We hope that
each species will come to be ap-
preciated for its own unique beauty
and ecofogical value.

DCear Editor:

Apparently the sign is effective
(Sialia 6(2):67). | have not had any
nesting boxes stolen since the original
two were taken. | added 17 more boxes
in January. This year's first hatch had
six nesting boxes with six eggs each. |
never had six eggs per nest before this
year.

Harry Krueger
Ore City, Texas

Volume 6, Number 4

Dear Editor:
My nesting boxes all carry a
message: Box Number (fill in}

“Bluebird Trail” ZWENG 03692 NABS.
All of this on the front side. The other
two sides have the following: Protect
this Area & Post. These are stencils |
have made up; | use a spray can with
black paint to get the message on the
box. Inside the box, | show the box
number again and then also have a
name card on the back that can be
seen through the entrance hole with
my name, address, etc.
Joseph A. Zwenger
Fort Celling, Colorado

Dear Joseph Zwenger:

A number of bluebirders have no-
liced that signs and warnings on boxes
help to deter vandalism. With such ex-
cellent identification, we hope your
stenciis do the job.

Dear Editor;

i recently sent you an article about
my third grade’s *“‘Project Bluebird.”
Well, most of the class has cccupants
in their boxes, in some, eggs have been
laid, and, in a few, there are baby
bluebirds already. | was beginning to
feel | was the only one who had not
been successful. Since | live in town
we put our box at the farm where we
stable our horses.

| checked it yesterday when my
daughter was out for a riding lesson
and there was the beginning of what |
thought was a bluebird nest made of
dried grasses.

| told the others at the farm about it
and within minutes as we were at a
safe distance watching the box, a pair
flew to the box, looked it over, peeked
inside. She sent inside, he waited out-
side and they flew off together....

I can’t tell you how excited | was. |
had never seen a bluebird before, but
heard the children in my class tell me
about their exciting observations...
Thanks for your publication and for
helping me get interested in such a
fascinating hobby.

Sylvia Urang
Waooster, Ohio
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nesting boxes to give away to people
who will monitor them.

NABS members have gotten into
print, too. One lovely article about the
bluebird work being done by Ira L.
Campbell appeared in the Daily News
Record, June 1, 1984, in Harrisonburg,
VA. Charles L. Sullivan was highlighted
in the Democrat-Rocket in Jefferson
County, MQ. Mr. Sullivan notes that the
bluebird is the official state bird of
Missouri, “proclaimed...on March 30,
1827. | believe it was because of the
blugbird’s beauty and sound.” Well,
that certainly proves that the "Show
Me” state knows a good thing when it
sees one. Bob Bodine of Media, PA had
his bluebird work written up in the
Philadelphia (PA} Bulilefin. Bob's
bluebird trail is located on the
premises of the Tyler Arboretum near
Media.

Ron Brown of Auburn, CA took
two NABS senior memberships, one
for himself and one for his brother,
Gerald Brown, of Ashmore, IL. He says,
“My goal is to make 1000 houses in the
next few years. | expect to establish my
own trail next year and expand it in
future years.” Joan Stafford of Gales-
ville, MD, “Thank you so much for your
informative slide presentation. We are
new at bluebirding, but quite en-
thusiastic. Your photos and tape gave
us so much help, I'm sure we’ll be
ahead in trying to attract and keep the
bluebird in our area.”

Charlotte Jernigan, NABS Board
Member from Wagoner, OK, tells us
that several new bluebirders she's in
touch with are caught up in a whirlwind
of activity. “Marion Liles and Mark
Weathers are both NABS members.
(Tulsa) You wouldn't believe these two!
We had lunch with them in Tulsa and
took 13 boxes. They have property that
goes back deep and we're pulting
muiti-flora roses on that end with inten-
tions of mowing the edge every time
they mow. {They ordered packets of
‘Where Have All the Bluebirds Gone’
from you a couple of years ago, and
believe me their enthusiasm has not
dwindled.)

“Linda and Dan Lang, Jenks, OK,
have put out plants such as sumac,
pyracantha, and wild elderberry. They
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secured permission from Public Ser-
vice of Oklahoma to establish a trail of
a few boxes on their property, and now
have neighbors and friends bluebirding
with them. This is their third year and
they're good members.”

More and more parks, nature
centers, and schools are becoming in-
terested in bluebird trails. In the Cin-
cinnati, OH, area Stewart Welsh writes
that the interest there is in
establishing good field conservation
practice and management of natural
areas. Steven Daniel, of Rochester, NY,
says that they nope to attempt bluebird
restoration projects in some of their
larger fiefds. NABS member Sylvia
Urang, of Wooster, OH, is a third grade
teacher who sent in wonderfui photos
of her students who were involved in
“Project Bluebird.” Sylvia developed
the project which was made possible
through a mini-grant from the Holmes
County Office of Education.

Peter A. Dratch, Ph.D., conserva-
tion genetics, writes from Mosgiel,
New Zealand, “I am sure that you have
received many inquiries after the arti-
cle in National Wildlife, but perhaps
none from as far away as New Zealand.
Actually | grew up in Maryland, not far
from Silver Spring, but | had my first en-
counter with a wild bluebird far from
there on Bennett Mountain, Idaho. The
memory of that morning is still vivid
with me.

“Please let me know how one
jeins the society—and how one ob-
tains nest box kits. Of course I’'d not
have them sent here, but | think they
would make ideal gifts for young
friends back home in the States.”

Doug McElfresh of Charteston,
WY, sent an article from the
Charleston Gazette of July 18, 1984,
showing a white bluebird, one of a pair
sighted frequently there!

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion has adopted bluehird conserva-
tion as a theme for 1984. Several NABS
members atlended a “‘cavity nester
workshop” which the Game Commis-
sion sponsored in June. Bob Schutsky
of Muddy Run, PA, Bob Bodins, Chuck
Dupres (NABS’ Treasurer) and his wife
Betty of Elkridge, MD, and Larry Zeleny
{NABS' Foundar) of University Park,
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Cavity Nester Workshop in Pennsylvania

Robert Bodine

It’s been the “Year of the Blue-
bird” in Pennsylvania.

The Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission has featured bluebird con-
servation in its 1984 “Working To-
gether for Wildlife'" program, a pro-
ject aimed at increasing the pop-
ulation of endangered and
threatened non-game species in
the state.

One of the highlights of this
year's endeavor was a two-day
Cavity Nester Workshop spon-
sored by the Game Commission
and the National Audubon Society
which was held in early June at the
Middle Creek Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Lancaster County.

Bluebirds were featured on
Friday evening. Presentations be-
gan with the NABS slide show,
“Where Have All the Bluebirds
Gone?’’ Robert Schutsky, research
biologist at Muddy Run Park up-
dated activity along that trail while
Janet Leighow of the Bureau of
State Parks described the expand-
ing nesting box program which
fledged more than 600 young from
174 boxes in 1983,

Peter S. Duncan, Executive
Director of the Pennsylvania Game
Commission, and Walter Pomeroy,
Mid-Atlantic Regional Vice-Presi-
dent of the National Audubon
Society, emphasized the critical
importance to wildlife of natural
cavities and spelled out some of
the management guidelines that
have been established to help pre-
serve them. Lest bluebirders for-
get, Jerry Hassinger, a Game Com-
mission biologist reminded the
audience that about 35 birds and
19 mammals in Pennsylvania use
natural cavities or manmade sub-
stitutes.

lll’.lil—lllﬂlgl'llnll

ing bluebirds, presentations and
literature at the conference pro-
vided information about cavities
for a range of birds and mammals
from Wood Ducks, American Kes-
trels, Purple Martins and various
owls to bats and squirrels. |

61 Gordons Drive
Media, PA 18063

Bluebird Slide Show

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script {no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the following ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6285, Silver
Spring, MD 20906-0295. Please aliow a
month for delivery and, if possibie,
specify several dates.
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