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Photographs by Christine Schaefer

Some of the Eastern Bluebirds raised by licensed rehabilitator and master bander
Christine Schaefer.
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A First Experience

Helen Bruss

don’t remember seeing a bluebird

uniil we retired in April 1982 and
moved to this beautiful area near
Mountain Home, Arkansas. One day,
while taking my daily walk, | saw two
bluebirds not far from our home. That
triggered a visit to the library for more
information. My husband built two
bluebird houses from instructions in
one of the books | brought home. In
early February 1983, he put one house
on a tree in the front yard and the other
in the back yard.

We watched anxiously every day,
but the little houses stayed vacant.
How do you advertise in biuebird land
that there is available an ideal home,
rent free? Then, on 5 March, like magic,
there was a bird sitting possessively
on top of the house out front. A quick

scramble for binoculars and it was ver-
ified—the bird was blue with a reddish
breast! it was not long before the
second one appeared. There were days
of hurried activity in which the pair
took turns carrying nesting materials
into the house. Then followed a quieter
period with the master sitting on top of
the house while the mistress was in-
side. He guarded his domain jealously
chasing away other birds, including
the flickers who had considered the
yard their territory.

As this was our first bluebird ex-
perience, we did not go near the nest
for fear we would frighten them away
permanently. S0 we never knew how
many eggs or babies there were, al-
though later we caught glimpses of a
family of bluebirds arcund the edges
of the lawn among the wooded areas.

Jeffrey Bruss, 11, near nesting box in Midway, Arkansas, which was

invaded by flying squirrels.
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Photograph byiNancy Bruss

Flying squirrel approximately one week old.

When our daughter-in-law and two
grandsons arrived on 12 August, they
were as happy as we were to see the
egg still in the nest. We were still wor-
ried that we had not seen either of the
parent birds. The next day daughter-
in-law Nancy decided to check the egg
again. She lifted the top off the house
and was startled to find herself star-
ing into two frightened animal eyes in
a fluffed-up mass of twigs and dried
grass. She quickly replaced the cover
and dashed into the house for her cam-
era. All of us rushed out with her to
investigate this curiosity. Nancy
focused the camera while Grandpa
gently lifted the top off the birdhouse.
Quickly, Mama flying squirrel scam-
pered up the tree, but not very far. She
stubbornly stayed just a few feet above
our heads and watched while Grandpa
parted the loose nesting material
{(which completely filled the interior of
the house) to reveal three tiny squirm-
ing creatures. The children were
thrilled. At first, | was stunned, then
furious that the animals had displaced
“my” bluebirds. There was no sign of
a blue egg. Had Mama squirrel eaten
the egg? Had there also been other
eggs in the nest that met the same
fate?

Throughout their two-week visit,

volume 6, Number 3

the children enjoyed monitoring the
baby squirrels. Zrandpa and Grandma
are still looking for a deterrent to fly-
ing squirreis. &

Route 1, Box 197
Midway, AR 72651

Dr. Lawrence Zeleny comments: The
author should not hesitate to look in on
her nesting bluebirds occasionally.
This will sometimes serve a useful pur-
pose in addition to enhancing her en-
joyment of the birds. Proper monitor-
ing will not cause the bluebirds to
desert their nest. See Sialia 6(2):55-56.

The author's speculation as to
why her bluebirds built their second
brood nest much higher than their
nest for the first brood is quite inter-
esting. It is well known that bluebirds
sometimes build very shaliow and at
other times very deep nests. Avail-
ability of suitable nesting material and
urgency to complete a nest before
eggs are due to be laid are usually
thought to be the principal factors re-
sponsible for these differences. Antic-
irated seasonal weather conditions
may also be a factor as the author sur-
mises.

(Continued wn page 109)
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The Bermuda Bluebird Society

Mary D. Janetatos

The Bermuda Bluebird Soclety
was officially launched at Government
House In Hamilton on 23 February
1984. During the ceremony President
Thomas D. Quterbridge declared it to
be a ‘“sister soclety” to the North
American Bluebird Society. On hand to
witness the event were the following
NABS officers: Larry Zeleny, Founder;
President Lillian Files; Treasurer
Chuck Dupree and his wife, Betty; and
Executive Director Mary Janetatos.

On the trip from airport to lodging
flowers were blooming, the harsh voice
of the Kiskadee was heard everywhere
and bluebirds abounded. This is
because the bluebird conservation
movemeant was spearheaded many
years ago by David Wingate, the
island’s chief conservation officer. Mr.
Wingate placed and menitored many
nesting boxes on public and private
sites scattered throughout the islands.

He had travelled to the Third An-
nual Meeting of NABS held at Gunston
Hall, VA, to describe the problems and
success of his program (Sjalia 3(1):35).
In his talk that year he described the
usual problems bluebirds face with
European Starlings and House Spar-
rows; however, in Bermuda a more
serious problem developed. The
Kiskadee Flycatcher, which was im-
ported to control a certain species of
lizard, also preyed on the bluebird.

Then a young folk-rock singer,
Thomas Outerbridge, became In-
terested in the bluebird conservation
cause. When he sang at various gather-
ings in the tiny island country, the
media publicized his appearances, So
he set about educating the Bermuda
public to the needs of the bluebird via
the print and broadcast media.

His idea of selling nesting boxes
for Christmas was a great success. His
design is unique: The box is triangular,
a type of A-frame. It has been dubbed
the “Bermuda triangle’” by the

resourceful Mr. Quterbridge. The style
attempts to discourage sparrows and
also requires a minimum amount of
lumber. David Wingate had also
originated an experimental nesting box
which was conical in shape. His hope
was that the sparrows would reject the
box because they could not perch on
top of it due to the cone shape. Its suc-
cess will be watched and reported in
the future.

For the benefit of the visitors
David Wingate conducted tours of his
conservation areas; some of the many
tiny islets were set aside as wildlife
refuges. The group saw the nesting
Cahows (Bermuda Petrel) and the
heronries, two unigue conservation
projects for which Mr. Wingate is justly
famous. '

NABS members had become ac-
quainted with Tommy Outerbridge at
the Sixth Annual Meeting when he had
presented his program on videc
cassette, “Happiness is a Bluebird in
Your Garden.” It was as completely dif-
ferent as any bluebird story. The au-
dience had been captivated by the
original song composed by Tommy
Outerbridge, “Mr. Bluebird Blue.”

In the late afternocn of 23 Febru-
ary, the festivities culminated in the
ceremonial erection of a bluebird
nesting box on the spacious lawn of
Government House. Lady Dunrossil,
wife of the Queen’s representative on
Bermuda assisted Tommy Outerbridge
in the placement of the box. The invited
guests looked on when suddenly a
most welcome sight and sound start-
led everyone. There, in the nearby
trees, was a pair of bluebirds, the male
singing sweetly and the female flitting
about as they seemed to watch the pro-
ceedings!
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Foster Parenting Saves Some Bluebirds

Betsy Lawrence

We have had bluebirds nesting
here for eight years. One box (the first)
we put on our vegetable garden fence
post eight years ago when we saw our
first pair. It’'s about 30 feet from the
kitchen window and every year since It
was put up it has held at least two
broods each summer. But this summer
a mockingbird moved into the area.
The only birds he chases or attacks
are robins and male bluebirds. | won-
der if this mockingbird caused my first
bluebird nesting problem.

In early June (the fourth to be ex-
acty both bluebird parents disap-
peared. Their four babies were about
two weeks old. Any time the parents
tried getting near the box to feed their
young, the mockingbird was in full
chase. | witnessed many knockdown
drag-cut fights between them with
feathers flying. It was the same situa-
tion with a pair of rocbins feeding their
nestlings under the porch roof,

Anyway, | watched the bluebird
box for four or five hours to see if a
parent would return t¢ feed the screech-
ing babies, | finally called Bob Schut-
sky. He said that another pair of blue-
birds would adopt the orphans; fortun-
ately, | knew of a neighbor's box with
only one baby of about the same age
in it. 8o eight hours fater ! transferred
a nestling male and female to it. The
foster parents began feeding them
right away. The neighbor and | watched
for about an hour. That left me with
two abandoned babies in my box.
Since it was late in the day, | left them
there overnight. The next morning,
bright and early, | checked my box and
they were still alive but dirty from brok-
en fecal sacs. | wiped them off with a
dry tissue, put them in a paper bag,
and drove them to the foster parents’
box. The foster parents went nearly
“nuts’” feeding them, but they man-
aged and fledged all five just four days
later. In a way this proves the impor-
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tance of monitering area boxes. It also
emphasizes that baby bluebirds should
not be adopted by peopie if another
bird is available to feed and fledge
them.

Well, I'm appearing to be out to
kill a mockingbird for sure.

After cleaning out the box, another
pair of bluebirds immediately nested in
it. The first pair were banded and these
were not. Four eggs were laid and they
hatched the third or fourth of July. As
soon as feeding began, the mocking-
bird began attacking other birds again
—especially the male bluebird. The
male disappeared on 8 July. Yesterday,
the female fledged two of this brood.
Two more remain in the box. They're
screeching away for food and we hope
she’ll return with some, but this fime
there is no area box available to ac-
cept them. “Survival of the fittest” or
something? Postscript: This morning |
checked the box but only the “runt”
was in it, and it was so weak it could
not lift its head. | left it alone and it
was dead by afternoon when | looked
again. The other nestling was strong
encugh to have hopped out; | hope the
mother came back and cared forit. @

88 Lucky Hill Road
West Chester, PA 19380

Y T = = i T e Rl i Et S
(FIRST—continued from page 105)

In some localities flying squirrels
often take over bluebird nesting boxes
for raising their own young. They aiso
may act as predators, destroying blue-
bird eggs and nestlings. These beauti-
ful little animals are woodland inhabi-
tants and seldom venture very far from
wooded areas. Nesting boxes located
75 feet or more from any wooded area
are unlikely to be visited by flying
squirrels. Mounting the boxes on
smooth metal poles also heips to dis-
courage these squirrels, especially if
the poles are smearsed with soft auto-
maobile grease. |
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Although nesting boxes and natural cavities are the most frequently used nest sites, bluebirds are opportunistic and wi
utilize whatever seems to suit their needs. During the 1983 breeding season a pair of Eastern Bluebirds chose to use an out-
door gas grill at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Tony Parks In Canfleld, OH, for two nestings. (Photograph printed with permission of The

Youngstown Vindicator.)
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North Carolina Symposium

Mary D. Janetatos

‘“Winter Feeding and Predater
Control” was the topic of a NABS
symposium held in Southern Pines,
North Carclina, on Saturday, 27 April
1984, in the Sheraton Motor Inn. About
50 people attended, mostly from near-
by siates, with the exception of one
from New York State and one from
Massachusetts. As M.C., Gay Duncan
introduced Ruby Finch who gave the
invocation. She quoted a passage from
Psalms and spoke a prayer invoking
the blessing of our Almighty Father
upon bluebirders and their work with
His creation.

Chuck Dupree, treasurer of NABS,
introduced the officers and board
members who were able to attend the
meeting. He then spoke about several
ideas concerning predator control
which have been originated by mem-
bers. These include placing hardware
cloth in the bottom of the nesting box
to cause blowfly larvae to fall to the
bottom; using 4-inch PVC solid drain
pipe for mounting boxes, and putting
cone-shaped tops on nesting boxes to
discourage sparrows. He encouraged
members to report successes and fail-
ures of their new ideas. Chuck could
not resist relating the success of the
widely read article in National Wild-
iife Magazine (April-May 1984} entitled,
“Blueprints for Bluebirds” by Eileen
Lanzafama. In the article Roger Tory
Peterson, Chandler S. Robbins, Eugene
Morton and Craig Tufts praise the ef-
forts of the bluebird conservationists.
Upwards of 4,000 requests have been
received as a result of placing the
NABS address at the end of the article;
therefore, the number of bluebirders
should increase greatly as a result of
this publicity.

Next, Larry Zeleny spoke of some
ideas he was aware of regarding preda-
tor control. In one instance, a blue-
birder attempting to discourage
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snakes used an inverted wastebasket
mounted on a metal pcle underneath
the nesting box. Another idea was put
forth by a man wishing to repel rac-
coons who took off his sweat-soaked
undershirt and hung it on the bottom
of the nesting box. Presumably, the
human odor discouraged the raccoons.,

Larry also described the promising
results he is experiencing in discour-
aging sparrows by using modified plas-
tic jugs as nesting boxes. There has
been no record of a sparrow nesting
successfully in a properly modified jug,
yet bluebirds have used them repeated-
ly on Larry’s trail in Beltsville, MD.

The North Carclina Department of
Natural Resources was represented on
the prograrn by Melinda Welton of the
Community Affairs Division. Melinda
spoke of the contribution people could
make to benefit nongame wildlife by
way of a check-off item on their state
income tax form. As in other states,
native cavity nesting birds have been
aided; in North Carolina most notably
their precaricus population of Red-
cockaded Woodpeckers is receiving
help.

Jack Finch described his expeti-
ments and efforts in the winter feed-
ing of bluebirds. Jack and a small army
of his friends harvested all of the dog-
wood berries they could find (dogwood
berries are a preferred food of blue-
birds and many other birds). He and
his helpers found that by refrigerating
the berries they could replenish their
feeders throughout the winter enabling
them to attract bluebirds to their feed-
ers. He also made a 'cavity-type”
feeder with 1%2-inch holes to admit
bluebirds, but not larger birds. Of
course sparrows avoid Jack Finch’s
precincts or wind up “staying perma-
nently.” Jack alsc described a foii for

{Continued on page 119)
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Dear Editor:

! am 35 years old and have never
seen an Eastern Bluebird in southeast-
ern Wisconsin. Three years ago | put
up five nesting boxes and had success
with Tree Swallows, chickadees and
House Wrens but no bluebirds. | never
gave up hope. This year on April 11
perched on top of one of my boxes
were both a male and female Eastern
Blueblrd. Needless t0 say I've been
floating around in the clouds. Thanks
to people like you and all the others
who have done their best to help bring
this beautiful bird back. Without your
efforts | may not be enjoying these
wonderful birds.

Cyndi Scott
Mukwonago, Wisconsin

Cear Edltor:

{ just finished reading the letter from
Seibert Meade regarding mouse traps
put In bluebird boxes to discourage
House Sparrows. | knew | had to write
to you.

Last spring we put up une bluebird
house In our yard at the edge of town
dreaming of attracting bluebirds. Of
course, the first birds that came to in-
vestigate were House Sparrows. | had
my husband put the mousetrap in the
box (I certainly wasn't going to get
snapped!) after there was nesting ac-
tivity observed. We really chuckled to
ourselves at how the sparrow must
have come flying out the hole! At least
they left the box alone for a couple of
weeks after the trap was sprung. | was
very careful to observe that no
desirable birds were interested in the
box.

We were out of town for one day and
checked the box as soon as we got
home. Imagine our horror at finding
half a dozen House Wren tail feathers
in the mousetrap. The next morning we
heard the wren’s bubbling song and
after checking him with binoculars,
sure enough, there was the wren with
half a tail.

One bit of good news though: "Our”
wren attracted a mate who must not
have been interested in his looks be-
cause together they raised one brood.

Volume 6, Number 3

He was around all summer and | never
did see his tail cocked.

A word to the wise—if you’re going
to use mousetraps, be sure you know
who is interested in your blueblrd box!

Barbara Stolz
Mitchell, South Dakota

Dear Editor:
| was successful In attracting blue-
birds to my backyard from 1967 to
1977. But the severe winters evidently
tock their toll and none came to nest
until the summer of '83.
Then | lost two fledglings In the box
becguse of the hot weather.
| am continuously trying new
designs for nest boxes as | dearly love
to see the blusebirds in my yard.
John T. Stelzer
Defiance, Ohlo

Dear Editor:

Has anyone noticed or reported a
drop In hatching rates for bluebird
eggs when chemlcal lawn sprays were
introduced into a nesting area? After
two very good years—success with
about half a dozen boxes—we have
had two very bad years. Eggs were
found in deserted boxes, some were
broken and some simply never hatched,
In the past two years use of chemical
lawn sprays has Increased” in the
neighborhood. Also, the last two years
have been years of late snow and cold
spells in late spring. The chemicals un-
doubtedly cut the birds’ food supply,
but the weather may be the deadly fac-
tor. | would be interested in knowing
what others in the northeast have ex-
perienced in these last two years.

Dot Plyler
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania

Dear Dot Piyler:

We have not had a great many blue-
birders complain about egg ar nestling
loss due to the proximity of lawn
sprays, but we would be glad to hear
from jndividuals who have suffered
losses from their nesting boxes in a
manner that would suggest chemical
lawn sprays were a major factor.
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that flashed in my hand. Sc beautitul,
so fragile."

A February radio program in Bur-
lington, VT, on bluebirds was given by
Fran Howe and generated many re-
quests for information. Fran and her
husband sent these themselves using
brochures sent from NABS head-
quarters.

Irene Van Tassel of the Quitta-
pahilla Audubon Society, Lebancn, PA,
tells of a special night for a special
“Mr. Bluebird” of the area. "Our night
with Del Zimmerman was especially
nice as so many folks came out to
thank him.”

One late winter evening Chuck
Dupree, Larry Zeleny and | presented a
program for the Prince Georges County
(MD) Auduben Chapter meeting. At the
end of an informative and enjoyable
evening, a special Audubon Society
Award was made to Chuck. Since he is
so low key and deoes s0 much behind
the scenes, It is often only those work-
ing closely with him who reallze the
magnitude and effectiveness of his
efforts. His value to NABS has always
been incalculable.

In late March lightning struck
NABS in the form of a fine article in
National Wildlife Magazine written by
Eileen Lanzafama. Her material had
highlighted NABS members Junius
Birchard of Hackettstown, NJ, Larry
Zeleny, David Pitts of Martin, TN, and
Gene Morton of Severna Park, MD.
The article related how an army of vol-
unteers had worked together with a
positive effect in increasing the num-
bers of bluebirds everywhere by plac-
ing and monitoring nesting boxes. The
address of the Society had been pro-
vided so within a short time there were
thousands of inquiries from all over the
country. Catherine Weikart of Clinton,
M|, wrote plaintively, I have a redwood
box and have had it for almost 10 years
now—but no bluebirds. | have put it 8-
10 feet from the ground on different
trees facing a large open field about
100 feet from my home. | don't know
what else to do.”

Pearl Moyer in Palmer, AK, said
that two years ago her son who lives in
Texas had a pair of bluebirds nest in

his mail box. “All mail delivery was
suspended for the duration.” George A.
Scharf, of Deer Lodge, MT, had a spe-
cial treat while he and his wife were on
a sightseeing trip to Yellowstone Park,
“In one small area we must have seen
two or three hundred [bluebirds].
Robert W. Siebert, of Chicago, IL, says
that he had not seen bluebirds in his
area since the late 1940’s, but “. . for
the past two early springs several East-
ern Bluebirds have appeared in the
area for a period of from a few days to
as long as 10 days without reappear-
ance in this quiet residential outlying
urban neighborhood.”

Mrs. Elsie H. Russell also read the
article and found that it brought back
pieasant memories of her childhood. “
would slt for fong periods of time al-
most without breathing watching blue-
birds bulld their nest in a huge cherry
tree on the edge of our yard. Others
would bulld In hoxes my father placed
in various locatlons around the farm,
but the ones that built in the cherry
tree were my very own birds—or so |
thought. | wlll soon be 59 years of age
and as stated In the article, It has been
at least 30 years since | saw a genuine
honest-to-goodness bluebird.”

In New York State, the first annual
Bluebird Week was declared May 6-12,
1984, thanks to the efforts of Sadie
Dorber, NABS board member, State
Senator Warren Anderson and his wifs,
Eleanor. Celebrating in fine style were
Fran Hanes, president of the Upstate
New York Bluebird Soclety, State
Senator James Donovan and Bucky
Hoover.

For a touch of comedy the mall-
bag ylelded a few choice letters, Otto
Christian Schenk of St. Joseph, MO,
writes, '"‘Yearly | pay youngsters
rewards for bullding blueblrd houses
and protectlon. Will you please send
me your plans and any other informa-
tlon which you can spare. Missourl’s
bird is this nice little chap, chapess,
and chaplets.” And from a student in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, ““| would great-
ly appreciate It if you could please
send me some information about the
blueblrds’ home and migrating habits
and other such information. Likse



] ‘05 8q
pinom 31 yeyy usfeid us|is e payjee.q
| PUB 400Q S,Uoid ul 3[E} 8Y3 PUlysq
yinyy ayj aroud o} psweas §| jpdigsn|q e
pue mojlems uleg e alam Agqeau Bujh| 4
‘uepted e ul uewom e Buimoys seganpy
Ul U89S |BIUC[CD AjlIBA UEB SBM alay)
'DlBSOW |NJIO|OD Ul PEBBUIBAD ‘Blaym
Allssa 8yl ul jods auo je  jdeoxs
salll} {eol|qiq Jo 8w 0} ayods ue ayl
"BD|18Bq 9A|SSaldWI BY} pUNO.e payem
| ‘48heid jo pousd e loyy -aidnesg
8P 8uuy 1S JO BUNYS SNowey a8y
palsia | 'elAlAS pue ‘suluel ‘ejoien
‘aleyjeN ‘auje|g ele| sia1ybnep Jiay)
pue uoj( sedueid PUE BIpUY ‘S)S0Y JNo
lo Ajllelidsoy snolsued ayy 4o jJed se
‘Usym pallliem Sem JBay UMO A

18A0| Pi1gSN|q AuB jo lieBYy B}
Wwiem |[Im yosiym auo g1 Buipus Addey
2yl ‘oWl Jayloue,, aq |[Im alayl eyl
Wiy $8Insse ays ‘so|p A|qQe}|lAsuUl ays
SY I9MO|} |BUIPJBD JUB|||lUQ B U}IM BAQ|
Ul S|je} oym pJigen|q 8jew 8uo| B jo
1yBid syy 241 0) sBulq pue pazieuoS

"A19100g 8yl 0} sjiyoud oy
88]BUCP A|snholausB pue aoyud }sapow B Jo) sexo0qg a8y} s|(8s ©H -pligen|q ey}
10 uonealasald 8y) o} PE1BIIPAD §| INQ SWIJ| }Jeld UBPOOM JO AJBIIBA B S80ND
-oid juapisal ‘puelAiep ‘Houepald eyl "do} 8yl 1B Xoq UiCCl Plob,, Siy yuim

-1ad §| 8|8} 8y} 'sioey 81940 8} pJ1g Buy
-8 ‘noABH BUBISINCT B 0] PO|SARI} PUB
EpBUED Ul PUB|aWIOY SIYy pauopuedge
82U0 oUm .‘pligen|d,, Jo e jueubiod
e 5|91 1| wbiep Asessy)| pue [Ensia
B 8] jooq a8yl -Aaug suep Agq ysiBu3g
owul youal4 [eulbuo sy} woly psie|
-SU®I] MOU ‘U0IQ 24puy AQ pJigenig ayl
JO Wimay 8y 4ooq mau B Jo uc|jonp
-0JJU| 8Y} PessaulIM | pue AusjaZ Aled
‘epeuen ‘oaqsenp ol di} B uQ "splig
-BN|q 4O 4|BYSQ UO }| 4O }SOW }Iq B 8iinb
Buyjaael)y sw punoy Bupds syl
‘Biqely |pneg ul sAel Jo spligen|q
aaey Asul Nqulyl Luop | Uuoiew
104Ul Buimol|oj ay) sieioaidde pinom
pue SAVIQ 3N7d uo 1o8foud 8ousIos
apelfi yusres e Bulop we |,, "s8|oads
om] Byl sesnjuoo op a|doad ‘siay)
pue 22y Jajunodus am suo s| isanb
-8l s Apind [eBUDJA ‘9lBLISSE|D JaH
. lodal AW U] 3 8pn(2Ul 0} sWi} U aw
yoesl lOU PINOM )| 9SIMIBYLO 9SNEDAQ]
[leWwie AQ UOI}BWIOJUl B8y} Ppuss
asea|d NoA pinon 'pliqan|q ay} noge
S10B) PJIaM 1O UMOUMUN auI0s agAeLl



Index to Volume 5 (1983) of Sialia

ants in nesting boxes, 14

apples as plantings, 60-61

arthropods in nests, 53-57

Ash-throated Flycatchers, competition
with titmice for nesting boxes, 123.24

awards: to Colorado Federation of Garden
Clubs, 27-28; Foy Newcomer, 130; Lans,
2, 26, 71; Susselman, 26-27, NABS Re-
search, 26, 97, 125; Zeleny, 2, 26, 28

bathing by bluebirds, 11-13

Bender, Helen and Walter, article on blue-
bird fesding chickadees, 125

Benedict, Bruce and Joanne, article on
nesting box success, 73-74

Birchard, Junius W., article on bluebirds
and swallows nesting nearby, 95

birdbaths, 11-13

birdhouses. See nesting boxes

Blackburn, Karen, articles on plantings, 22-
23, 60-61, 106-107, 138-140

Black-capped Chickadees, fed by bluebird,
125

Blanchan, Neltje, description of blusbird, 29

bluebird boxes. See nesting boxes

Bluebird Express, 36-37, 76-77, 116-117, 152-
153

bluebird houses. See nesting boxes

bluebirds: backyard, 111-112; bathing by,
11-13; breeding biology of Western, 83-87;
chickadees fed by, 125; effect of cold
weather on, 75; food for, 21; foster parent-
ing by, 126; history of conservation of, 43-
52; incubation process, 108-109; kestrel
predation on, 93-94; minlature eggs, 127-
128; mortality of Western, 83-87; Moun-
tain, 128, 144-1486; 1904 description of, 29;
1907 article on, 101-105; parents triumph
over well digging, 113-114; snowstorm’s
affect on, 128, 144; Western, 83-87, 145-
146

Bluebird Tales, 38-39, 78-79, 118-119, 154-
158

blueblrd trails. See nesting box trails

Bonnie Bluebird, conservation symbol, 112

Boone, Jon E., article on nesting box su¢-
cess, 65-68

boxes for nesting. See nesting boxes

Braun, Katherine M., article on parent blue-
birds overcoming dangers, 113-114

Burtt, Edward H., Jr, article on nast fauna,
53-57

Volume 6, Number 3

Canadian nest box report, 97-98

“Chickades Checkoff” fund, 129-135

chickadees, bluebird feeds young, 125

Chow, William, artlcle on nest fauna, 53-57

cold weather, effect on nestlings, 75

congervation of bluebirds; Bonnie Blusbird
symbol, 112; history of, 43-52

Corvallis, OR, trail, 83-87

cowbird parasitism of House Wren nests,
83-91

cranberry as planting, 22-23

Cromack, Angeline S., article on birdbath,
1113

Curtis, Karl, article on ¢old weather, 75

Dolesh, Richard J., article on free nesting
boxes, 24-25

doubls brooding by Tree Swallows, 6

Downey, Ruth E,, article on MS trall, 32

Dupres, Delos C.: article on feeding wild
birds, 20-21; nesting box report, 62-64;
treasurer’s report, 120

Dutchess County, NY, bluebirds, 10

egqs, miniature, 127-128

elders as plantings, 106-107

Eltzroth, Elsle Kollin, article on Western
bluebirds, 83-87

fauna in nests, 53-57

feeders for wild birds, 20-21

Ferry, Clayton W., article on own nest box
observations, 147-148

Fintey, William Lovell, article on biusbird
study, 103-105

fire ants, 14

flycatcher-titmice competition, 123-124

food for blusbirds, 21; see also plantings

foster parenting, 126

Foy, Dorothy and Roger, Newcomer Award,
130

Germond, Florence, article on Dutchess
County, NY, bluebirds, 10

Grant, Alice, nesting hox success, 65-68

Grussing, Don, article on sparrow control,
58-59

Gutzke, Theodore W.: article on nestbox re-
stricter, 3-5; llterature review, B8
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Research Award, 26, 125
restricter for nesting boxes, 3-5
rose hips, as bluebird food, 21

Sawyer, Laurancs, article on nesting boxses,
109-110

Scriven, Dorane H., article on MN wildlifs
funds, 129130

seed selection, for feeders, 20-21

Sialia, index to Volume 4 (1982), 157-159

sllde program, publicity for, 102

slide show from NABS, 39

snowstorm, effect on nesting, 128, 144

sparrows. See House Sparrows

Stiles, Don, article on double brooding by
Tree Swallows, 6

Sturm, Anne T., Presidential Points, 2, 26-
27,42, 64, 82,122, 144

swallows. See Tree Swallows; Viclet-green
Swallows

Swanson, Gustav A., awards presentation
by, 27-28

Telephone Pioneers of Amarica, 68

titmice-flycatcher competition for nesting
boxes, 123-124

trails. See nesting box traiis

trap, Huber for House Sparrows, 100-101

Tree Swallows: double broods, 6; effect of
late snowstorms on, 128, 144; nesting
box wing guard, 18; nesting close to
blusbirds, 95-96

Tuttle, Richard M., article on cowbird para-
sitism, 89-91

viburnums as plantings, 22-23

Violet-green Swallows, sparrow-proof nest-
ing box for, 7-10

voluntears, NABS, 30-31

Western Blusbirds: COR breeding bioclogy
and mortality, 83-87; tips on trail suc-
cess, 145-146

Watherell, William F., article on nesting
box obsarvations, 148-149

Wheatley Special Center for the Handi-
capped, 30-31

wrens. See House Wrens

Zsleny, Lawrence: artlcle on bluebird con-
sarvation history, 43-52; article on Incu-
bation process, 108-109; article on minia-
ture eggs, 127-128; article on plastic
jugs as nesting boxes, 140-141; Question
Corner, 19, 72,92, 136

Zeleny Award, 2, 26, 28

Prepared for Siafla by Nancy E. MacClintock-Indexes

e

(NC SYMPOSIUM—continued from page 111)
snakes when he resumed his discus-
sion after the evening dinner. It seems
he uses a special super-smooth fiber-
glass fabric which is mounted on the
nesting box at one end and attached to
a hoop at the other. We hope Jack will
write up these findings, complete with
drawings, for a future issue of Sialia.

Bird banding was the next topic.
Roger and Dottie Foy, NABS board
members, are licensed master bird
banders. Roger described the high
standards they observe in assuring
that the welfare of the birds comes
first. They have banded thousands of
birds and compiled numerous statis-
tics. While only a small percentage of
banded birds are retrieved, the knowl-
edge gained is invaluable.

To culminate the presentations in
the morning, Andre Dion, of Quebec,

Canada, announced the eagerly
awaited translation from French into
English by Jane Brierley of his book,
The Return of the Bluebird. The book
is a beautiful story done allegorically
rather reminiscent of Margaret Cra-
ven's | Heard the Ow/l Call My Name.
It tells the tale of “Bluebird” seeking
his way back to Canada after many
years away, falling in love with a flower,
and learning upon her death that there
will always be “another time.” NABS
is proud to be the sole distributor of
the book in the English-speaking por-
tion of the continent. It is truly an ex-
quisite addition to the body of bluebird
titerature with the poetic text amplified
by faithful drawings in color of the
many other birds met by “Bluebird” in
his odyssey.

Field trips in the afternoon in-
cluded a visit to Gay and Haskell Dun-
can’s home. =
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