


that flashed in my hand. Sc beautitul,
so fragile."

A February radio program in Bur-
lington, VT, on bluebirds was given by
Fran Howe and generated many re-
quests for information. Fran and her
husband sent these themselves using
brochures sent from NABS head-
quarters.

Irene Van Tassel of the Quitta-
pahilla Audubon Society, Lebancn, PA,
tells of a special night for a special
“Mr. Bluebird” of the area. "Our night
with Del Zimmerman was especially
nice as so many folks came out to
thank him.”

One late winter evening Chuck
Dupree, Larry Zeleny and | presented a
program for the Prince Georges County
(MD) Auduben Chapter meeting. At the
end of an informative and enjoyable
evening, a special Audubon Society
Award was made to Chuck. Since he is
so low key and deoes s0 much behind
the scenes, It is often only those work-
ing closely with him who reallze the
magnitude and effectiveness of his
efforts. His value to NABS has always
been incalculable.

In late March lightning struck
NABS in the form of a fine article in
National Wildlife Magazine written by
Eileen Lanzafama. Her material had
highlighted NABS members Junius
Birchard of Hackettstown, NJ, Larry
Zeleny, David Pitts of Martin, TN, and
Gene Morton of Severna Park, MD.
The article related how an army of vol-
unteers had worked together with a
positive effect in increasing the num-
bers of bluebirds everywhere by plac-
ing and monitoring nesting boxes. The
address of the Society had been pro-
vided so within a short time there were
thousands of inquiries from all over the
country. Catherine Weikart of Clinton,
M|, wrote plaintively, I have a redwood
box and have had it for almost 10 years
now—but no bluebirds. | have put it 8-
10 feet from the ground on different
trees facing a large open field about
100 feet from my home. | don't know
what else to do.”

Pearl Moyer in Palmer, AK, said
that two years ago her son who lives in
Texas had a pair of bluebirds nest in

his mail box. “All mail delivery was
suspended for the duration.” George A.
Scharf, of Deer Lodge, MT, had a spe-
cial treat while he and his wife were on
a sightseeing trip to Yellowstone Park,
“In one small area we must have seen
two or three hundred [bluebirds].
Robert W. Siebert, of Chicago, IL, says
that he had not seen bluebirds in his
area since the late 1940’s, but “. . for
the past two early springs several East-
ern Bluebirds have appeared in the
area for a period of from a few days to
as long as 10 days without reappear-
ance in this quiet residential outlying
urban neighborhood.”

Mrs. Elsie H. Russell also read the
article and found that it brought back
pieasant memories of her childhood. “
would slt for fong periods of time al-
most without breathing watching blue-
birds bulld their nest in a huge cherry
tree on the edge of our yard. Others
would bulld In hoxes my father placed
in various locatlons around the farm,
but the ones that built in the cherry
tree were my very own birds—or so |
thought. | wlll soon be 59 years of age
and as stated In the article, It has been
at least 30 years since | saw a genuine
honest-to-goodness bluebird.”

In New York State, the first annual
Bluebird Week was declared May 6-12,
1984, thanks to the efforts of Sadie
Dorber, NABS board member, State
Senator Warren Anderson and his wifs,
Eleanor. Celebrating in fine style were
Fran Hanes, president of the Upstate
New York Bluebird Soclety, State
Senator James Donovan and Bucky
Hoover.

For a touch of comedy the mall-
bag ylelded a few choice letters, Otto
Christian Schenk of St. Joseph, MO,
writes, '"‘Yearly | pay youngsters
rewards for bullding blueblrd houses
and protectlon. Will you please send
me your plans and any other informa-
tlon which you can spare. Missourl’s
bird is this nice little chap, chapess,
and chaplets.” And from a student in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, ““| would great-
ly appreciate It if you could please
send me some information about the
blueblrds’ home and migrating habits
and other such information. Likse
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Index to Volume 5 (1983) of Sialia

ants in nesting boxes, 14

apples as plantings, 60-61

arthropods in nests, 53-57

Ash-throated Flycatchers, competition
with titmice for nesting boxes, 123.24

awards: to Colorado Federation of Garden
Clubs, 27-28; Foy Newcomer, 130; Lans,
2, 26, 71; Susselman, 26-27, NABS Re-
search, 26, 97, 125; Zeleny, 2, 26, 28

bathing by bluebirds, 11-13

Bender, Helen and Walter, article on blue-
bird fesding chickadees, 125

Benedict, Bruce and Joanne, article on
nesting box success, 73-74

Birchard, Junius W., article on bluebirds
and swallows nesting nearby, 95

birdbaths, 11-13

birdhouses. See nesting boxes

Blackburn, Karen, articles on plantings, 22-
23, 60-61, 106-107, 138-140

Black-capped Chickadees, fed by bluebird,
125

Blanchan, Neltje, description of blusbird, 29

bluebird boxes. See nesting boxes

Bluebird Express, 36-37, 76-77, 116-117, 152-
153

bluebird houses. See nesting boxes

bluebirds: backyard, 111-112; bathing by,
11-13; breeding biology of Western, 83-87;
chickadees fed by, 125; effect of cold
weather on, 75; food for, 21; foster parent-
ing by, 126; history of conservation of, 43-
52; incubation process, 108-109; kestrel
predation on, 93-94; minlature eggs, 127-
128; mortality of Western, 83-87; Moun-
tain, 128, 144-1486; 1904 description of, 29;
1907 article on, 101-105; parents triumph
over well digging, 113-114; snowstorm’s
affect on, 128, 144; Western, 83-87, 145-
146

Bluebird Tales, 38-39, 78-79, 118-119, 154-
158

blueblrd trails. See nesting box trails

Bonnie Bluebird, conservation symbol, 112

Boone, Jon E., article on nesting box su¢-
cess, 65-68

boxes for nesting. See nesting boxes

Braun, Katherine M., article on parent blue-
birds overcoming dangers, 113-114

Burtt, Edward H., Jr, article on nast fauna,
53-57

Volume 6, Number 3

Canadian nest box report, 97-98

“Chickades Checkoff” fund, 129-135

chickadees, bluebird feeds young, 125

Chow, William, artlcle on nest fauna, 53-57

cold weather, effect on nestlings, 75

congervation of bluebirds; Bonnie Blusbird
symbol, 112; history of, 43-52

Corvallis, OR, trail, 83-87

cowbird parasitism of House Wren nests,
83-91

cranberry as planting, 22-23

Cromack, Angeline S., article on birdbath,
1113

Curtis, Karl, article on ¢old weather, 75

Dolesh, Richard J., article on free nesting
boxes, 24-25

doubls brooding by Tree Swallows, 6

Downey, Ruth E,, article on MS trall, 32

Dupres, Delos C.: article on feeding wild
birds, 20-21; nesting box report, 62-64;
treasurer’s report, 120

Dutchess County, NY, bluebirds, 10

egqs, miniature, 127-128

elders as plantings, 106-107

Eltzroth, Elsle Kollin, article on Western
bluebirds, 83-87

fauna in nests, 53-57

feeders for wild birds, 20-21

Ferry, Clayton W., article on own nest box
observations, 147-148

Fintey, William Lovell, article on biusbird
study, 103-105

fire ants, 14

flycatcher-titmice competition, 123-124

food for blusbirds, 21; see also plantings

foster parenting, 126

Foy, Dorothy and Roger, Newcomer Award,
130

Germond, Florence, article on Dutchess
County, NY, bluebirds, 10

Grant, Alice, nesting hox success, 65-68

Grussing, Don, article on sparrow control,
58-59

Gutzke, Theodore W.: article on nestbox re-
stricter, 3-5; llterature review, B8

117
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Research Award, 26, 125
restricter for nesting boxes, 3-5
rose hips, as bluebird food, 21

Sawyer, Laurancs, article on nesting boxses,
109-110

Scriven, Dorane H., article on MN wildlifs
funds, 129130

seed selection, for feeders, 20-21

Sialia, index to Volume 4 (1982), 157-159

sllde program, publicity for, 102

slide show from NABS, 39

snowstorm, effect on nesting, 128, 144

sparrows. See House Sparrows

Stiles, Don, article on double brooding by
Tree Swallows, 6

Sturm, Anne T., Presidential Points, 2, 26-
27,42, 64, 82,122, 144

swallows. See Tree Swallows; Viclet-green
Swallows

Swanson, Gustav A., awards presentation
by, 27-28

Telephone Pioneers of Amarica, 68

titmice-flycatcher competition for nesting
boxes, 123-124

trails. See nesting box traiis

trap, Huber for House Sparrows, 100-101

Tree Swallows: double broods, 6; effect of
late snowstorms on, 128, 144; nesting
box wing guard, 18; nesting close to
blusbirds, 95-96

Tuttle, Richard M., article on cowbird para-
sitism, 89-91

viburnums as plantings, 22-23

Violet-green Swallows, sparrow-proof nest-
ing box for, 7-10

voluntears, NABS, 30-31

Western Blusbirds: COR breeding bioclogy
and mortality, 83-87; tips on trail suc-
cess, 145-146

Watherell, William F., article on nesting
box obsarvations, 148-149

Wheatley Special Center for the Handi-
capped, 30-31

wrens. See House Wrens

Zsleny, Lawrence: artlcle on bluebird con-
sarvation history, 43-52; article on Incu-
bation process, 108-109; article on minia-
ture eggs, 127-128; article on plastic
jugs as nesting boxes, 140-141; Question
Corner, 19, 72,92, 136

Zeleny Award, 2, 26, 28

Prepared for Siafla by Nancy E. MacClintock-Indexes

e

(NC SYMPOSIUM—continued from page 111)
snakes when he resumed his discus-
sion after the evening dinner. It seems
he uses a special super-smooth fiber-
glass fabric which is mounted on the
nesting box at one end and attached to
a hoop at the other. We hope Jack will
write up these findings, complete with
drawings, for a future issue of Sialia.

Bird banding was the next topic.
Roger and Dottie Foy, NABS board
members, are licensed master bird
banders. Roger described the high
standards they observe in assuring
that the welfare of the birds comes
first. They have banded thousands of
birds and compiled numerous statis-
tics. While only a small percentage of
banded birds are retrieved, the knowl-
edge gained is invaluable.

To culminate the presentations in
the morning, Andre Dion, of Quebec,

Canada, announced the eagerly
awaited translation from French into
English by Jane Brierley of his book,
The Return of the Bluebird. The book
is a beautiful story done allegorically
rather reminiscent of Margaret Cra-
ven's | Heard the Ow/l Call My Name.
It tells the tale of “Bluebird” seeking
his way back to Canada after many
years away, falling in love with a flower,
and learning upon her death that there
will always be “another time.” NABS
is proud to be the sole distributor of
the book in the English-speaking por-
tion of the continent. It is truly an ex-
quisite addition to the body of bluebird
titerature with the poetic text amplified
by faithful drawings in color of the
many other birds met by “Bluebird” in
his odyssey.

Field trips in the afternoon in-
cluded a visit to Gay and Haskell Dun-
can’s home. =
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