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MABS and TBT Program Bluebird and Cavity Nester Research Website
Data Collection Instructions

Background
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www.bluebirdtrails.org/tbt/TBT _Instructions.htm
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How to Enter Data and See Your Results

To improve the scientific nature of this research and due to financial and other constraints, NABS members are
encouraged te enter their nesting information nto this uniform website versus mailing in written reports.

To enter your important nesthox data, simply follow the three steps below:

(1) Sign on the Data Collection Website Page at www.bluebirdtrails.org/tbt/tht {oqin.asp

As many NABS members are aware, each NABS member has a unique ID number, printed on the cutside of the
journal on the mailing label above their name. To sign on to the website, just enter your member ID number and
type in the default password, "nabs" {Figure 1). For your first time signing on, you will be prompted to change the
password to your own confidential password (Figure 2) after a short introductory screen (not shown}. You will then
get the Sign In Screen again so you <an sign in with your new password. Please make a note of it since your
password will not be accessible from NABS headquarters.

Eriter your Membership ID and Password

Membership ID: ] {issuad by NABS] |

Password: {

(Sanin] cleor| vome]| sack| 2

Figure 1. Sign in Screen
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Please enter a new password and then confirm it. Please

note, you will return to the Sign In screen so you can
i YOU continue,

Sign In with vour new password whe

MNew Password: j

Type Mew Password Again: j

Continue | Clear | Cancel l

Figure 2. Change Password Screen

At this peint all members are required to register their boxes. First you will be asked for the number of boxes
you have as well as a state or province and a ZIP or Postal Code (Figure 3). For those members with 1 to 4
boxes, these hoxes will be reflected in the "registered nestbox" totals and "registered location" tectals, but will not
be reflected in the Transcontinental Bluebird Trail summaries of nesthoxes or trails. Those members with 5 or
more hoxes will be passed on tc the extended registration screens that allow members to list their bluebird trail
on the TBT (Figure 4).

This Is your chance to register your nest boxes. You will get a chance 1o
confirm the information before it is recorded in the NARS database, This is
information about where your boxes are located, 1t might be different than
the location where you live. This is impartant infarmation for identifying the
geographical location of vour nest baoxes.

Carads Costal Lode and
Hrowimos:
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Figure 3. All Members get this Registration Screen

Because you have & or more boxes your "trail” will automatically be added to
the TBT. The additional information belaw 1s your chance to showcase your
tral, Inciude 35 muck information as you hke, Do you hawve e-mail ar have
your awn web site7? Just type the text you want into the scrolling text boxes
(they allow you to enter as rmuch as you need). You wiil get a chance to
confirm the information in the next step, information you don't want to
appear an the TET web site shauld be left biank,

Trail Narme:

Managers Marnel(s):

Frag s whvare oo el

Trail Location;

ste sl Daronbe

Species zing Meszt
Bowxes:
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Manager's Quate:
. i
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lusonding Ups, storas,
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Cantinue ’ Reset j Cancal

Figure 4. Extended Registration Screen (5 or more boxes)

If you are unable to sign on with your member ID number, it is likely that either your membership has expired or
you recently renewed and the on-line database has nct yet been updated. A portion of the website costs are
absorbed by NABS membership, so please renew ycur membership. If you have renewed, check back on the
website in three to four weeks and your ID number should be updated.

{2) Enter Nestbox Descriptions {Figure 5}

From the Data Collection Menu you will need to chcose "Enter a Nestbox Description". You will

need to do this

once for each of your nestboxes. To enter the description simply click the drop down menus and make the
appropnate selection (Figure 6 shows the menu options). Your boxes will need to be numbered, starting with the
number 1. If you manage more than one trail, devise a system by which you view all your boxes as one "trail”. It
is beyond the scope of this research to collect multiple trails under the same member ID number.

Don't forgat to check the giassary (the 7 buttonyf you're unsure of terms,

MNesthox Mumber; 1

Mesthox Type: iSeIect Mest Box Type j

A

Mesthox Mounting: iSeIect Box Mountingﬂ

Mezthox Hole Size: ;Tﬁelect Hole Size

:J

Mesthox Predator Control: |Select Predator Control

=

(Enter a zero if unpaired)

Nesthox Hakbitat: !Select Habitat/Location

What s the Nesthox Mumber g““““““

to Which this Bow Is Paired?

Figure 5. Nest Box Descriptions Must be Entered for Each Box

=

]Selert

[Select Hole Size

Select Box Muuntingj

Select Nest Box I — Select Box

MNABS (Rectangular) Select Hole Size Pipe

Slot 1 172" Round Fence Post

Open Tap Oval Telephone Pole
Peterson {Sloped Front) 19/16" Round Trae

Tree Branch Slot , Electrical Conduit
Gilhertsan (PVC) Experimental/Other Other
Experimental/Other

http://www biuebirdlrails org/Ibl/TBT _Instruclions him

Select Predataor Control -
Celect Predator Control

(Mone

Greased Smooth Pipe

P%C Raffle

Noel Predator Guard

Metal Cana

Waxed Electrnical Conduit

Conduwit/Post without Wax or Grease
Mithar

rselect Hakitat/Location

Select Habitat/Location

| \Roadside Clearing Frequent Traffic (Urban)
Roadside Clearing Infrequent Traffic {(Rural)
Lawn

Parkiand

Cemetary

Golf Course
Prairie/Meadow
Pastureland
Mthor
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Figure 6. Drop Down Menu Options
(3) Enter Nestbox Summary

After each nesting cycle for each box with nesting activity, enter a nestbox summary. You can enter these
summaries during the nesting season or wait until the end of the season. Nothing is needed to be entered if
there is no activity in your boxes. Only enter the summary for those hoxes that have species which completely
fledged or that are avallable for a new nesting cycle (e.g., a nesting fails or box 15 abandoned}. You will need to
enter a summary each time a nesting cycle is ¢complete for each box., Leave unknown dates and numbers as
zeros. Don't forget the glossary (the question mark button) on the bottom of the website page, if you have
questions about terms. You must have previously entered a description for each of your boxes before you
attempt to complete a nestbox summary.

Box Humber:r
Specieg:ﬁ\lone __'r_i

Late First Mesting Activity Seen:;ﬁa—_{rﬂ-ﬁm(mmmd)

Date Eggs First Seen:!UT; 00 {mrm/dd)
Mumber of Eggs First Seen:rm

Date Chicks First Seen;f]_ljl]—{!dl]‘a“(mmfddj

Date First Fledgling Seen:ﬁﬁm; 00 {rmim/dd)
Mazimum Number of EggS:gw
Maximum Number of Chicks:i—_
Maximurn Mumber of Fledgiiﬂgs:rm

Was the nesting matenal removed pror ta activity? {7 vYes O No

Was there any problems or unusual events (2.qg., white eggs, albino offspring, etc.) with
this nesting? © Yes ¢ No

Figure 7. The Summary Report Screen

Collecting entire trall summary data on traits was determined by the scientific community to not warrant further
data collection; if you have too many boxes to enter, consider selecting a representative sample of your most
effective nestboxes (Just keep using the same ones year after year to preserve the integrity of the data).

Other Motables

For NABS members unable tc enter data at home via the internet, at their local library, or through a relative with
some computer knowledge (perhaps a great way to get kids or grandkids involved), please send a
self-addressed stamped envelope to NABS, Report Request, P.0. Box 74, Darlington WI 53530. A printed form
will be sent for their completicn. Please be advised that any information members mail in via the printed form
will not be entered into the above website database but tabulated as in previous years.

Conkact Information Freguentty Asked QDuestions [FAQ)

© 2000-2001
North Amerncan Bluetird Society
All Rights Reserved
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