


Benjamin E. Leese at age 16 is an avid bluebirder, but he really got started at his first
4-H club meeting when he was eight. The one box that he built there became the first
of hundreds. Parents, grandparents, relatives, friends, and groups have been recipients
of his boxes.

Ben filled his father’s barn with grape boxes, and then he and his father spent many
nights pulliing nails and cutting boards so he would be ready for his next speaking event.

Ben is part of the Speakers Bureau of the York Audubon Society and gives programs
for groups and school classes. A description of a science fair project featuring predator
controls was published in Siaka.

This young man participates in the Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program of the National
Wildlife Federation. tn 1936 the Pennsylvania Wildlife Federation named him Youth
Conservationist of the Year.

Benjamin was nominated by his father, Ronalg E. Leese.

Robert E. Orthwein is a charter member of both the North American Bluebird Society
and the Ohio Bluebird Society. He has over 50 years of bluebirding experience. When he
was 13 years old, he built his first boxes after reading a pamphlet that was written by
the late Roger Tory Peterson. From that time on, he has not ceased to be active in
canservation, encouraging and lending a hand to others.

Mr. Crthwein has written articles and letters sharing his experiences and innovative
ideas, especially those involving wren guards, raised roof boxes, and triple boxes. He is
aware of the needs of a variety of cavity nesters and has raised flickers for many years.

He’s an accomplished photographer; many have seen some of his slides that are a part
of the NABS slide show. Photos have also been displayed at some of our annual
meetings. The Ohio Division of Wildlife used his expertise in the production of a bluebird
video.

Richarg Tuttle nominated him.,

Don Yoder is a member of NABS and a former member of its Board of Directors. He
was the chief organizer of the California Bluebird Recovery Program (CBRP) and is the
current program director. He has been active in cavity nester consgervation since 1871,
He travels widely in the state presenting programs and seeking coordinators for each of
California’s 58 counties. As a result of his encouragement, the number of annual reports
to NABS from his state has jumped from 13 in 1894 to 78 in 1995.

He has about 100 boxes on his trail and has built many boxes to assist other
bluebirders. He has helped many people with information and support. He has warked
long hours with National Audubon Society members in Sacramento.

Wearing many hats this biuebirder prepares the CBRP quarterly newsletter for
publication, coordinates annual nesting reports, and in 1996 could take satisfaction in
seeing California’s first bluebird convention, in Vacaville.

The Hubert Prescott Western Bluebird Project was the recipient of a NABS Award
Plague at the Twentieth Annual Meeting in Newport Beach, California, on 19 May 1997.
Founded 20 years ago to honor the Willamette Valley (Cregon} pioneer in bluebirding,
the late Hubert Prescott, there are upwards of 20 volunteers involved in maintaining
approximately 600 nest boxes in the lower valley. More than 600 Western Bluebirds
were banded last year. Patricia Johnston and Brenda McGowan represented the Hubert
Prescott Western Bluebird Project and accepted the plague on behalf of all the
volunteers. This Project is a truly inspiring way to memorialize one of the early bluebird
"greats,” alongside Larry Zeleny himself: Hubert Prescott. u

The Awards Cornmittee chaired by Joan Harmet is composed of Ray Harris, Mary
Janatatos, Charlotte Jernigan, Carol McDaniel, and Barbara Stinson.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of s membership  Bluebiwd Express
should become a forum for all who are
inlerested m communicating thetr ideas
and achions concerning bluebird conser-
vation, We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming’

Dear Editor:

On 3 July | was standing at my kitchen
window fooking at the birdbath not far
away near a pear tree. Suddenly, a
young bluebird flew from the tree to the
birdbath and stood on the rim looking at
the water. Soon another young bird
landed on the rim beside him and then a
third. They all stood a few moments
surveying the water, but not quite daring
to go in. Soon an adult male flew from
the tree and proceeded to take a bath.
He then flew back to the tree, and one
by one the young ones took baths, flying
to the tree and back to the bath several
times.

Mary B. Clapp
R.F.D. 47 Story Ra.
Goffstown, NH 03045

Dear Editor:

| have read with interest over the last
six years many articles on what box and
hole type bluebirds prefer. 've never
done any great analysis, but | thought
Sialia readers would find my experience
interesting.

One of my trails was started in 1992
with 95 NABS style boxes with b 1/2 in.
square bottoms, 1 9/16 in. round holes
and 10 in. fronts. On my trail were 12
Peterson hoxes {which had been there a
few years}) with oval holes. Six of these
were paired and six were set out
individually. In the last five years (1992-
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1996) | have never seen more than four
Peterson boxes used in a year and no
hox was used more than once each year.

During the same time | have gradually
increased the size of my trail from 95
boxes to 156 boxes; the number of
boxes used by Mountain Bluebirds has
grown from 63 (66%) to 129 (82%). |
helieve the reason for this is the NABS
hoxes are larger 50 the bluebirds can
build a larger nest for their larger broods.

Swallows will use both styles. | have
never seen a House Sparrow in either
style along this trail.

It’s not very scientific, but it is a fact.

Bob Niebuhr
600 Central Plaza, Suite 414
Great Falis, MT 59401

Dear Editor:

| have been enjoying our beautiful
bluebirds for many vyears and have
provided and maintained several nesting
boxes for these birds. This spring | had a
pleasant surprise when | found seven
eggs in one of my boxes. | have found
six eggs in a nest before, but never
seven!

[ kept close watch on this box until all
seven eggs hatched and then enjoyed
watching the busy male and female bring
food to their hungry young.

My close watching of this nesting box
paid off. One day | noticed the Mom and
Pop birds fly to the box, lock in, and then
fly away. This was done several times
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which made me wonder if a snake was
in the box. But, before | could go to the
box, a little head peeped out of the box
and then flew out after its parents. |
watched and counted each time a solo
flight was made from the box cut into
the new worldl Excitement had nearly
exhausted me by the time | had counted
and witnessed all seven babies fledge
from the box.

I enjoyed this wonderful event so much
that | wanted to share it with other
bluebird lovers.

Doris B. Bishop
Rawlings, VA 23876

Dear Editor:

| am a lifelong bluebirder and | thought
| had seen every possible scenario until
this season. The pair nesting in my yard
fiedged four babies, no thanks to the
male. He showed no interest in the
babies at all and was seen actually trying
to run them away from a bluebird feeder.
I was wondering if any fellow bluebirders
have ever had this problem?

Donna Hickman
131 Coal Springs Rd.
Lexington, SC 29073

Since other readers may have had some of
the same questions which are expressed in
the following letter, we are printing it along
with the author’s response.

Dear Editor:

I am a bit troubled by the directions for
the milk carton nesting box included with
the article about providing cavities for
Praothonotary Warblers (Siaffa 19{2):43-
48). It seems to me that while
encouraging warblers and providing
cavities in appropriate habitats, these
cavities should have all the features of a
"good” bird house; that is, they should
be sturdy and able to withstand rough
weather for several seascns, they should
provide protection from heat buildup, and
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they should have predator baffles. | don't
see how nesting boxes made from old
milk cartons and strapped directly to
trees can meet these criteria. While they
may provide gratifying results for a short
time, | dont see how milk carton nesting
boxes can have a positive long term
effect on the availability of safe nesting
cavities for warblers. If the study shows
otherwise and there are wvalid reasons
why these makeshift nesting boxes are
appropriate for warblers, | would be
interested in this information.

Joan ten Hocr

Dear Ms. ten Hoor:

Thank you for your communication
regarding the use of milk cartons for
Prothonotary Warbiers. Your concerns
appear quite wvalid, so I'll attempt to
explain why we chose the milk carton
option for Huntley Meadows and Dyke
Marsh, Small snags at both locations
began falling at an alarming rate and
Prothanotary numbers declined rapidly as
a result. To compensate for the loss of
snags we decided to erect a minimum of
60 boxes at Huntley, but there was no
maney in the park’s budget to buy the
materials necessary to construct that
many wooden boxes. After daing some
investigating, | came across Lisa Petit’s
article on the use of milk carton boxes in
her Tennessee River study.

Her study showed that the boxes were
amazingly  durable--most  lasted a
minimum of two years before they
needed to be replaced. There was no
problem with heat buildup since the
surrounding canopy cover provided
constant shade. Most of her boxes were
erected on snags in fairly deep standing
water which helped to deter all but the
most determined predators.

Naow, in our second vear of the
Prothanotary Program, we have found
that while the boxes hold up just fine and
the birds accept them (two broods
fledged from milk carton boxes in 1996)
predators can potentially be a big

(Continued on page 159)
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

Call it the "Flying Bluebird Trail™...call
it the "Trail in the Tree-
tops”..."Successful'” is what the Dick
Purvis bluebirders call it. The attendees
at the NABS 20th Annual Meeting had a
firsthand look at his methods. Dick led a
trip to one of his trails located in a public
park in the vicinity of his Anaheim,
Califernia home. He demonstrated how
the "hanging” bluebird boxes provided
nesting places almost 40 feet high in the
branches of trees. To the astonishment
(and amusement I'm sure) of everyone,
NABS’ diminutive Executive Director
attempted to execute the process of
lifting the lengthy pipe aloft, removing
the hanging bluebird box, guiding 1t to
the ground, and examining the contents.
This process is followed by Dick’s
collaborators as they monitor this unique
type of bluebird trail which forms the
highty successful "Urban Bluebird Trai.”
Of  course, Dick was hovering
protectingly as the pipe teetered and
tottered in my hands; he speedily
rescued me and the nest box from the
perilous situation. All could appreciate
Dick’s ingenious invention. On these
trails, Dick and his crew encounter
neither two-legged »nor four-iegged
predators, not even snakes. Last year,
over 400 bluebirds were fledged from
one of these downtown Los Angeles
park-trails, along with other cavity
nesters including Wood Ducks!

Douglas and Maria Quinn of
Ashburnham, Massachusetts, sent a
newspaper clipping from Washington
State which highlighted the historic
Western and Mountain Bluebird work
done by pioneer bluebirders Jess and
Elva Brinkerhoff of Richland, Washington.
Over three decades they had built about
1,500 of their original design bluebird
nest boxes, After their deaths, the town
took over the project, with the result that
each breeding seasan they monitor about
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2,000 boxes. There is a memorial to Jess
and Elva Brinkerhoff that looks like--a
bird house! Tourists are attracted to the
town to see the two beautiful species of
bluebirds streaking to and fro through the
tiny village which iays claim to being the
"bluebkird capital of the worfd/™ Anyone
wishing to experience this ultimate
experience in enjoying two species of
bluebirds can look for Bickleton 90 miles
through Roosevelt from Kennewick, or
70 miles from Kennewick through
Mabton!

John F. Kiser, of Raphine, Virginia, for
about 20 years after his retirement from
the U.S. Army, worked tirelessly for
bluebirds in the heautiful Shenandoah
Valley. He built thousands of biuebird
nest boxes, and gave hundreds of talks
to groups, teaching them the tried and
true methods of bluebird conservation.
His legacy is the thrill of bluebirds seen
hither and yon from his adopted home
town. Yulee Larner, John's Virginia
colleague and veteran bluebirder also,
told us of John's dedication to the
bluebird cause, and his daughter, Jan
Kiser Landis sent us his memorial service
bulletin.

Another church bulletin made its way
to us, this one with a gorgeous bluebird
on the cover, with the inscription: Make
a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth. It
was sent by the "bluebirding pastor™ of
the Old Hickory (Tennessee) United
Methodist Church, Rev. Fred B.
Hembree, Jr. I'll bet the local bluebird
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trails are very productive of bluebird
young, since Tennessee is full of
excellent bluebird habitat.

Robert Bechtol, of Oak Crest Village,
Maryland (near Baltimare), recently wrote
telling us that one of the many activities
of this retirement community is a
"Bluebird Group," which has been
supported by the Wood/Work Shop Club.
They have installed 14 nest boxes on the
property, and 7 in a public park across
the road. They will join the arduous
efforts of the retirees at Rossmoor
Leisure  World, of Siiver Spring,
Maryland. There the bluebirding group
maintaing a productive bluebird trail, and
helps out at the NABS office by "stuffing
Sialia™ tour times a year. In that group,
we recently lost a hardworking volunteer
when, on 25 June 1997, Elizabeth
Nelson went to her eternal reward.
Elizabeth was a stalwart member of the
"Siafia-stuffin®  crew,”  with  those
mentioned in previous columns. | forgot
to mention Kathlgen Mallon last timel
NABS member George Colling of
Blacksburg, Virginia, when sending his
renewal dues told us he’'s "age 21 but
still cleaning out BB boxes!™ Inspiring!

Shortly after Elizabeth’s death, Maxine
Montgomery passed away. She was a
faithful member of the stuffing crew. Her
husband, Royal, buiit and maintains
bluebird boxes for the Rossmoaor Bluebird
Trail. Ds. Montgomery remembered his
wife with a generous gift to NABS for
which we are extremely grateful.

At the other end of the chronological
timeline, Andy Jones of Knoxville,
Tennessee, wrote of his Eagle Scout
service project, including some snapshots
of the 12 nest boxes and the 5 Boy
Scouts whose help he enlisted. We're
hopeful that he will find others to
monitor  them  after fre finishes high
school and leaves for college. Maybe
some local retirees, Andy? Leilani
Gillespie of Townsend, Delaware,
thought it would be nice to see
"Delaware bluebirds™ in Siafia, so she
sent snapshots of "her" bluebirds. She

uses the Peterson nest boxes--really
popular with bluebirds--and she also
feeds them mealworms year round. Of
the photos she enclosed, my favaorite
showed the brilliant blue male stuffing
more than five yellow mealworms into
his mouth at one time! Yes, Lani, those
Delaware blues are stunningf

1t seemed to be a "sparrow spring” this
yvear....Joseph Tinoco of Elizabethtown,
Kentucky, got so frustrated with the
sparrows that he dismantled his bluebird
nest boxes completely and set about
improvising in-house sparrow traps. He
described in detail using an old VCR tape
rewinder hoping that the motorized trap
would yield some sparrow control. He
said his results were inconclusive, as he
had not been able to test them on any
sparrows. We all know those are crafty
critters! Carol Fitzpatrick of Rochester,
Michigan, said in a telephone call that in
order to cope with sparrow predation she
"made this a mission, and missed 2 days
work™ to attempt--successfully--to
control the marauding sparrowsl!

Marie Duchow of Mechanicsville,
Pennsylvania, goes in for domestication:
she homeschaaols her four children, and,
at my suggestion, she mounted her
bluebird nest box right on her deck! The
bluebirds moved in, so now Marie can
have reading, writing, ‘rithmetic and
science classes nght at home! NABS
member Louis Boone of Orangeburg,
South Carolina, told us of an unusual
nesting situation. His daughter in
Alabama mounted his gift nest box on a
post outside a horse corral in the spring
of ‘96, and had an early nesting of
bluebirds. The young were being fed by
the parents. Then the horses

"discovered"” the box and the chewing
began, causing the top screw to come
loose and this turned the box upside
down, placing the entrance hole at the
bottom. The parents continued to feed
and the young safely fledged. Come
spring of '97, the box was torn from the
post and lay on the ground on jts side.
The bluebirds continued to use the box



successfully. It was placed back on the
post, held together with string, and the
birds continued to wuse it. Louis
concluded: "Location, Location,
Location!™

Bud Taylor of St. Louis, Missouri, bills
himself a "Whitetail and Turkey Bow
Hunter™ and he loves his bluebirds! He
wrote of covering his nest box poles with
aluminum, even wrapoing  aluminum
sheets around a small tree in such a way
that the aluminum expands as the tree
{with the mounted nest box on it) grows.
His "Bluebird Express” (Bud's workshop
on wheels) contains his necessities and
inventions he uses in his trail monitoring-
-which resulted last year in 355 bluebirds
and 56 chickadees. /¢ say this was one
undiscovered bluebirder, which we’re
happy to welcome! William Coleman of
Ventura, California, was mistaking a
Scrub Jay for a bluebird, untit he
received NABS’ information, complete
with full color photographs of the
gorgeous Western Bluebird. He sull
enjoys the antics of the "imposter-birds, "
even as he becomes acquainted with the
"gems of blue”!

Claire and Jim Breese of Waterloo,
New York, had misfortune strike the
early brood during this cold, wet spring
of '37. Although they thought their
brood of five young bluebirds had
fledged, a look into the nest box showed
only one had fledged, and the other four
had died. Happily, the pair nested again,
with five eggs to hatch. Claire wrote that
they are "true bluebird enthusiasts”! She
has now taken up that popular
bluebirding hobby: feeding mealworms!

Carol and Chris Cuddeback of Front
Royal, Virginia, (friends of mine from
"way back”) were involved in sparrow
contral on their lovely valley farm which
borders the Shenandoah River. They
serve as bluebird landlords, and have
many nest boxes out and occupied by
bluebirds. | wvisited a homeschooling
group there in early April, at the
invitation of Maggie Ciskanik. It turned
out that a large and productive bluebird
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trail nearby was at the University of
Virginia’s  Brandywine  Experimental
Station and Arboretum. The clear blue
April day was great fun for my three
grandchildren and me, even if no
bluebirds showed up. Another
homeschooling opportunity came my
way when | visited my daughter Kathi
Smith in Ojai, California, in May, just
hefore the NABS Annual Meeting. Laura
Berguist invited me to speak on Western
Bluebirds in a cozy local park for a good-
sized group of children. To everyone’s
delight, the local bluebirds cooperated.

An amusing, if frustrating "bluebirg
tale” came our way via Thomas A.
White, NABS member from Clarksburg,
West Virginia. He recounted a new
blusbirder in the area was experiencing
the "deranged"” Bluebird syndrome--the
male bluebird was attacking his image n
every window in the house! The female
went about the business of nest-building,
laying eggs, brooding the eggs, feeding
the young, and fledging them. S#// the
male went after his reflection. The
following spring they were back, with
the male exhibiting the same annoying
behavior! The lady of the house had to
have her windowsills sanded and
repainted at the end of the season! The
only action | ¢an think of is to remove
the house in the hope that the male will
move on to bedevil someone else
{hopefully not me) and then, later in the
spring, remnstall the house and try to
attract a more welcome tenant.

On a final note, Marilyn Michalski, of
Kimberton, Pennsylvania, sent along her
encouraging word clipped to her tip sheet
which she distributes: "Keep up the
excellent work! You insgpire alt of us who
enjoy bluebirds and try to keep this worlg
hospitable for them.” And that goes for
you, too, dear reader! |

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone 122, 154
Suzanne Pennell 145, 156
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[EXPRESS--Cantinued from page 155)

problem. Unlike the Tennessee FRiver,
standing water under the boxes can
hecome quite shallow by mid-June,
permitting easier access 10 the boxes by
predators.  Moreover, recent  studies
indicate that population densities of
some predators like raccoons and
opossums are higher in our area than in
Lisa's study site. Indeed, we did lose one
clutch to a probable mammahan predator
at Dyke Marsh.

That heing the case, we have
nstituted a new plan of action. We are
continuing with our milk carton program--
and, in fact, have erected more of these
poxes for the 1287 season--in the hope
of reestablishing a wviable breeding
population. We believe we have a better
chance of bringing the birds back with
120 milk carton boxes than with only 20
wooden ones. We have also begun the
conversion to wooden boxes in arcas
where Prothonotary Warblers
concentrated their breeding activities or
were found on territory in 1926, For
example, Prothonotary Warblers, which

were virtually absent from Dyke Marsh in
1885, established territories around all
clusters of boxes erected for them in
1996. The Dyke Marsh boxes have now
all been replaced by wooden ones.

In short, erecting a large number of
milk carton boxes 1s a good short-term
solution to an mmediate crisis--a
dramatic and rapid dechne of a once
healthy breeding Prothonotary Warbler
population, especially when money is
unavailable for the construction of a
large number of wooden ones. Having a
milk carton program in place is better
than no program at all. As the birds
return, conversion to wooden boxes
should occur; however, don't use
bluebird hoxes. Female Prothonotary
Warblers fill their boxes with moss up to
the entrance hole so they c¢an see
outside while they are incubating. Filling
a bluebird box only causes additional
work for the temale. Ideally, wooden
boxes should be cut to the dimensions
of their milk carton counterparts.

Larry Cartwright

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Appearing on the inside back cover is
a fist of those individuals and groups who
have made a financial commitment to
bluebirds and cavity nesters over and
above their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure and provides funding for special
projects.  We thank the individuals,
organizations, and corporations for their
generosity. We are especially grateful for
the long-term support symbolized by
those who have become Life Members.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
Single issue or $75.00 per four issues,
yvou can be designated as an Eastern,
Western, or Mountain Bluebird Booster
fchoose onel; for $15.00 per issue or
$50.00 per four issues, be a Fledgling
Booster; $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes vyou a Nestling
Booster.

Voiume 19, Number 4

All contributions are tax deductible to
the extent allowed by law. Mail your
check to NABS Boosters, P.O. Box 74,
Darlington, WI 53530.

NABS SLIDE PROGRAM

The NABS bluebird slide program is
available for rental at $10.00 or for
purchase at $75.00 plus $7.50 shipping
and handling. The program consists of
110 collated, plastic-framed 35 mm
shdes and a printed script (no slide tray).
If a cassette narration is desired, add
$10.00plus $1.50 shipping and handling
to the purchase price,

To rent or purchase the bluebird slide
show, write to the following address:
NABS Slides, P.O. Box 74, Darlington,
Wl 53530. Please allow one to two
weeks for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates for rental.
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Stay Here, Little Bluebird

Stay here, little bluebird

spend the winter with me.

If you go down south,

I’Il miss you - can’t you see?

I've enjoyed your presence

more than you know.

But I've got some pictures
that I'm proud to shaw.

But really you might be

more comfortable down there.
And your beauty and charm

maybe someone else

The winters ‘round here
sometimes get cold.
And the wind does blow

can share.

like's never been told.

So if you must go away
And leave me alone,
"Il watch for your return

when winter 15 gone.

Dorothy Hall

(BOOSTERS--Continued from nside back cover)

John W Skooglund

Pat Soehnlen

Dr. & Mrs Wayne Spiggle
Helen W Swain

Thomas A. Temgple, Jr.
Stephen $ Thompson, Jr.
Dawn Todd

Mr & Mrs. Bronson Trevor, Jr
Ehzabeth Warnks

Judy Watson

Welcome Wagon Club

Mr Roy L. Wellman
Jeannie Wright

Nestling

Wilho 5 Aalto

Karen & Larry Anderson
Raymond Arendt
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Hans Beacham

Bill & Liz Becker
Clay Black

Robert P. Bodine
Mary Jo Clark
Willard Duckett
Mane M. Ewing
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Nancy Ferenbach
H.N. Fogel M D
Dr. Marvin Green, J
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Lee & Karen Huss
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Mr. & Mrs William Jens
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Mr
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r Vicki & James Porter
Wilham C Reynolds
Bob Risberg
William S Smith
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Dr. John & Karen Wanabaker
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Abbie Zola
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Sociaty will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl!-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of hurnankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Reguiar $15; Family $25; Sustaining $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Three year rates: Student and
Senior $28.50; Regular $42.00. Add $2.00 per year for
Canada and Mexico and $3.00 per year for other coun-
tries (surface mail). U.S. funds only, please. In Canada,
please use Canadian postal money order in U.S.
funds. Do not use checks. Amounts over $6.00 are tax
deductible.

Address:

North American Bluebird Society
P.0O. Box 74

Darlington, WI 53530






