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my own experiences with black
snakes. | have lost several broods to
shakes in past years. To me, there is
nothing as sad as losing a family of
young bluebirds {and sometimes also
the female) to a snake.

Now | build each house with an en-
trance in the front and another in the
back. If a snake enters one hole, the
female, and possibly several of the
young, may escape. If the female
escapes, she will probably build again.
Two entrances also provide better ven-
tilation during hot weather. Perhaps
the bluebirds just enjoy the option for |
often see the parents enter one hole
and exit the other,

| make snake guards by cutting 18
inch (457 cm) lengths of lattice and
then driving 1 inch (2.5 cm) wire nails
about an inch apart each way the full
length of the piece of wood. | fasten
three guards around each post with the
nails facing ocutward. They are
positioned about two feet (60.9 cm} be-
low the house.

This year | had no trouble with
snakes. A total of five broods fledged
from three of my five houses. My
houses are front-opening. | believe they
are easier to clean than the top-open-
ing style.

Wally C. Kalbfleisch
Rt. 1, Box 374
Warrenton, VA 22185

House Finch Alert

Feeder watchers should be alert to
House Finches with red, swollen, crusty
eyes. This condition is caused by
Mycoplasma gallisepticumn, a bacterium
that usually infects poultry. It has been
reported since 1994, mostly in the eastern
states, bul it has been noted as far south
as Georgia and as far west as lowa and
Missourl.  In scme areas it is being
detected in American Goldfinches and
Downy Woodpeckers.

The Comell Laboratory of Ornithology,
ithaca, New York, has the following
suggestions.

"If you see infected birds in your yard,
do not become alarmed. The disease is
not a threat to humans, and it's safe 1o
continue feeding birds But you can take
some steps 10 keep lhe disease from
spreading Clean your bird feeders
regularly--at least once at the start and
again at the end of the winter feeding
season--with a mild bleach solution (one
palt bleach to nine parns water). Diy the
feeders well befare filling them. Prevent
overcrowding by adding extra feeders 1o
your yard, the disease spreads when
birds are in close contact. And report
sick birds to your state wildlfe agency. By
law, only licensed wildlife specialists may
handie wild birds "--Editor

Bluebird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuals who have
made a financial commilment tc blue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure. We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or §75.00 per four issues, you can

Volume 19, Number 2

be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
perfourissues, be a Fledgling Boosler;
while $10.00 per Issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check to NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20916-
6295.
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profusely on the unwanted criters in our
garden.” Needless to say, | used his
mailing address, and sent him a whole /ot
more than the diameter of the enirance
hole!

Educators are finding NABS also, and
we can offer them the very fine NABS
Educational Package. Gening to Know
Bluebirds, compiled by Sadie Dorber. It
is newly enhanced with Suzanne Pennell
Turner’'s panings of all three species of
biluebirds and juveniles and the charming
allegory. The Return of the Bluebird, by
Andre Dion. We hope lhat Daniel
Greenfield of Akron, Ohio, who 1eaches
fourth grade in Stow; Tim O'Hallcran,
teacher in Holland Hall School in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and Christi Guptill at Matthew
Patterson Elementary School in Patterson,
New York, all find much help in bluebird
conservation far their students from the
educational package.

We have heard from some new
corporate  entities in which  bluebird
enthusiaslis  contacted NABS  for
information about helping bluebirds and
other native cavity nesting birds. Lee Jolly
wrote from Camden, South Carolina,
telling us that he is chairman of Wildlife
Habitat for the DuPont plant nearby, They
have 50 boxes out and will be doubling
that in the coming season. He plans 10
keep us posted on their success. Owen
Walters of Loveland, Colorado, said that
he is a member of the Larimer Land Trust
project team. They plan to buld and place
100 bluebird nesting boxes this spring,
again pledging to share the results with
us.

From the 'novices' we turn 1o the
"heroie" and the ‘'veterans" Jonathan
Beaver of Middlebury Center,
Pennsylvania, has done awesome work
on behall of bluebirds (he cares for 100
boxes with the Army Corps of Engineers
on the ives Run Recreational Area), as
well as other wildlife and he’'s only 10
vears old! Fred Sahl of Church Road,
Virginia, has a long history of pramoting
bluebird conservation as well as NABS
memberships. He has buit  hlerally
thousands of nest boxes and, under the

Volume 19, Number 2

auspices of hnis Ruritan Club, has
saturated nis area of rural Virginia over the
past years He generously donates the
proceeds of sales of nest boxes to NABS,
thus assuring thal his efforts wili benefit
the wider "bluebird world." Recently he
lamenmed that his NABS logo print was
getting shabby from so much use--he has
received a new set of logos! Since he
also functions as a member of the NABS
Speakers’ Bureau, Fred is really one of
our stalwaits! Marcy Hoepfner, of
Metamora, lllinois, is another awesome
bluebirder. She was featured in the
October issue of Birds & Blooms and
chose to give her home address inslead
of the NABS address. Over 1,300 people
wrote to her, sending her ther seli-
addressed slamped envelope, and she
answered them alll "It's just & labor of
love for me, Mary," she explained recenily.
All of this--| think--was done so that Marcy
and her husband Bob wouldn't have a
boring winter--which sadly it could never
be, because Bob fought a spell of poor
heath the whole time. He is in our
thoughts and prayers. Marcy carries a
FULL schedule in spring and summer of
sefting out her nest boxes, carefully
crafted by Bob, monitoring her trails, and
functioning as a member of the NABS
Speakers’ Bureau. She compleled a term
on the NABS Board of Directors at the
1996 Annual Meeting. Our congratulations
to alf of these formidable bluebirders!

A new recent mention of bluebird
conservation with NABS' address has
resulted in a great flurry of inquines, with
the SASE, etc. | had to tap the nearest
volunteer source, and this lime, it was my
three East Coast grandchildren, Leila,
Sara and Alex BenAbdallah, of nearby
Falls Church, Virginia. They eagerly sealed
the hundreds of envelopes as we
reminisced about the times bluebrds
nested In the backyard of NABS
headguarters, my home. The twins are 9,
and Alex 7, so they are the youngest
volunteers | know of. (And the cutest,
smanest,...sfop ft, Grandma! Give the
"West Coast” three a chance! Maybe |
willl Stay tuned!)

{Concluded on page 8C)
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American Kestrel, nesting habits, 122
awards, research, 82, 142, 149

banded bluebirds, mortality of, 83-93

Barber, Tom A., article on Noel guards,
11

Berner, Kevin L., Nesting Box Report,
94-99

Bluebird Exchange, 13-16, £1-58, 110-
115, 143-149; names and addresses
of organizations included, 13

Bluebird Express, 36-37, 72-73, 116-
117,152, 166-157

bluebirds: as mixed blessing, 153-154;
see also Eastern Bluebirds; Mountain
Bluebirds; Western Bluebirds

Bluebirg Tales, 34, 38-39,
115,118-119, 134, 158-1569

bluebird traits. See nest box trails

Bolt, Melvin B., sparrow trap, 126-128

books made into nest box displays,
photos, 31

hoxes. See nest boxes

Brandenburg, Hubert, photos of cavity
nesting birds, 20-21, 140-141

Broyles, Reuel Ambrose, obituary, 83

74-75,

Campbell, Paul 8., article on bluebirds
as mixed blessing, 153-154

Carolina  Chickadee, feeding vyoung,
photo, 141

cats, trap for feral, 35

Chance, Paul, article on elevator post,
63-64

Chicago, L, suburban trails, 137-138

chickadee. See Carolina Chickadee

children. See schoolchildren

Chuimney Swifts, nest site research,
how to help, drawings, 123-125

Coleman, Hank and Joyce, article on
MA bluebird success, 32-33

conservation awards, 142

Davis, Joan D., article on interstate
travel sightings, 139

Dawvis, Wlliam R., article on House
Sparrows as gourmet treat, 33-34

Valume 18, Number 2

Doherty, Paul F. Jr., article on
electromagnetic fields’ effect on bird
breeding, 129-134

Dofesh, Richard J., obituary by, 103

Dupree, Delos C.: NABS Financial
Statement, 40; obituaries, 102, 122

Eastern Bluebirds: feeding on Miracle
Meal pellets, photo, 29-30; fledgling
hanging from box, rescued by
schoolchildren, 30; hand feeding of,
photo, 11; interstate travel sightings,
139; at kitchen window, photo, 71;
male feeding nestling, photo, 140;
male and two females share in
feeding nestlings from 2-egg clutch,
photo, 5-5; mortality of banded
adults, figures, tables, 83-93; nest-
site fidelity, 43-47; powerlines’ effect
on breeding, 128-134; trail size and
per-box productivity, 100-102; two
females with one male fledge 8,
photo, 439-50

eqgqas, 9 mn one clutch laid by 2 females,
photo, 5-6

electromagnetic fields, effect on bird
breeding, 129-134

Eltzroth, Elsie, article on cross-beaked
oluebirds, 3-4

Ena, Susan, whimsical newsletter on
NY vultures, 68-69

environmenta!l installation from discarded
textbooks, photo, 31

Estock, Jill, article on 3 adults feeding
9-egg clutch, 5-6

Files, Lillian lLund: article on outdoor
youth orchestra, 26-28; license plate,
81

food and feeding: bluebird and chickadee
feeding nestlings, photos, 140-141;
cavity nesters that will come to
feeders, 20-21; of Miracle Meal on
window ledge, pellet recipe, photo,
29-30
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nests: identification console, photo, 22;
with 9-egg clutch laid by 2 females,
photo, 5-8; site fidelity, 43-47

New York state: conservation license
plate, 102; Route 20 Bluebird
Research Trail, 151-152

Ncel guards, 11

North American Bluebird Society (NABS):
Financial Statement, 40; memorial
gifts, 65; research awards, 62, 142,
149

Oakley, Mark: article on two females
with one mate, 43-50; license plate,
60

O'Halloran, Jee, article on traill size and
oroductivity, 10G-102

Chio Bluebird Society logo, 69

Parkinson, Del, article on Gilbertson
hox, 104

Pitts, T. David: article on mortahty of
banded bluebirds, 83-33; photo as
model for license plate, 66-67

poetry by Carol J. McDanel, 120;
Janet Reaves, 10; Frank A. Zuern,
160

post for nest box, elevated, drawings,
63-64

powerlines,
129-134

Presidentizl Points, 2, 42, 82, 122

Purvis, Dick, letter on hanging nest
boxes, 48

effect on bird breeding,

Reaves Janet, poem, 10

research: awards, 62, 142, 148; NY
Route 20 trail, 151-182

Robinson, Dan, license plate design, 67

Schar, Ken, article on golf course trail,
135-136

schoolchildren: bulld nest boxes, photo,
25; design bluebird flzg, photo, 76;
rescue bird hanging from box, 30

Smith, Brian 3., Nesting Box Report,
94-99

snakes, nest box protection, 7-10

Snow, Robert W., article on mortality of
banded bluebirds, 83-93

sparrows. See House Sparrows

Speakers’ Bureau Report, 17-19

swallows. See Tree Swallows

swifts. See Chimney Swifts

Tennessee, bluebird ficense plate, 66-
67

Therrien, Joseph E., articles on NY
Route 20 research trail, 151-152;
sparrow traps, 105-108

Thompson, Roger, hanging nest boxes,
48

trails. See nest box trails

traps for feral cats, 3b

traps for House Sparrows: Bolt's,
diagrams and materials listed, 126-
128; easy, 104; funnel, Havahart, and
trio cage-type, photos, 105-108; nest
hox, photos, 70-71

Tree Swallows: powerlines’ effect on
breeding, 129-134; trail size and per-
box productivity, figure, 100-102

Troyer, Andrew, hand feeds bird,
phcto, 12

"Vultures across New York” whimsical
newsletter, 68-59

Weaver, Bettie Woodson, school named
for, photo, 76

Welkert, Albert: cat trap, 35; sparrow
trap, 70

Western Bluebirds: cross-beaked,
photo, 3-4; hanging nest boxes for,
48

Wood, Lance D., article on nest box
protection from predators, 7-1Q

wrens, See House Wrens

Wylle, Kate, license plate, 150

Zuern, Frank A., poem, 160

Prepared for Siafia by Lucy MacClintock

Volume 19, Number 2
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Life Members
Chariotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. lrene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matiock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian l.und Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridier

Fred A. Huniress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Mariin
Dr. Bill Keys

Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F, Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan

T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehy!
Mark Recss

Stephen J. Garr

Lorne Scoit

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud" Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Geargia Hariton
Peter D. VanDuser
George K. Freeland, Jr.
Gerirude Dunn Davis

Western Bluebird
Chatlotte Corkran
Marjorie S. Samples

Mcountain Bluebird
Jack Bartley

Miller Family

Owen Walters

Eastern Bluebird
Dorothy Baltie

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Gayy Black, Jr.

Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Bowater

Millicent B. Bowerman
Sarah S. Braunweil

Lyfia Bryant

Campbell G. Chambliss
Elizabeth Crispin
Gertrude Dunn Davis
Jimmy S. Doyle
Theodore L. Felsentreger
Larry Gasper, Il
TJommye S. Givens
George N. Grant

Edwina Hahn

George & Carol Harmon
Gerald L. Hartley

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hathaway
Mrs. Hobert Holland
Pamela Isdelf

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Larry & Betly Jernigan
Pauline R. Kasserman

Dr. Gerald Kauffman

Ms. Amy Kurland

Sam. J. Kuykendall, M.D.
Joan Lane

Aletha J. Lindstrom

J. Lint

William Logan

Mrs. James Marshall
Richard McGovern

Maxine C, Monlgomery
National Federation of Garden Clubs
Col. & Mrs. Samuel Patten
Roger Peloquin

Katrina Renouf

Rosemary Z. Rittler
Chandler 8. Robbins
Marvin & Mary Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Schier
Df. & Mrs. J.R, Schonberg
Hugh Eric Schuckman
Betty Shaull

Mrs. E.B. Sheaff

James Sheilds

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Nelly Sirtoni

Susan L. Sloan

Tom & Norma Smith

Mrs. Susan Stathes

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, 1l
Mrs. Garnett T. Tunstall, Sr.
Russ ¥alentine

Ann E. Walsh

Sue Wells

Martin C. Wenz

Richard Wilcox

Richard C. Williams
Michael Owen Willson
Marianne Wudarsky

Fiedgling

Shirley Adams

David Alpert, M.D.
Arrow Wiring Contractors
Augusta Bluebird Club
Linda G. Baldauski
Carcl Hee Barnett
Mrs. Nancy Baron
Carol A, Baugh

H.J. Blair

Charlene Bofinger

Dr. Robert J. Bradley
Coburn Britton

Jane H. Brown
Robert J. Brown

A. Bruno

Todd & Deb Buirus
Edith F. Camp

Huth M. Coppedge

Amy A, Cox

Kristine Crutch

Mr. & Mrs. James Davis
Dr. Wayne H. Davis

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis
Marvin Dicker

Dowling Public Library
Stuart C. Farmer

H.N. Fogel, M.D.

Forest Garden Club
Dee & Odell Friar

Framl & Jacque Furnari
Pat Givens

Betty Hamon Family
Beatrice M. Hayward
Cana L. Heisey

Joan Ten Hoor
Innovative Recycled Products, inc.
Barbara A. Inzana
Barizara R. Irwin

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Lee Jolly

Laura J. Kirk

Robert & Grace Kocher
Leland D. Krape
Cathryn Kurtagh
George & Michele Laiacona
Dorothy Lamoureux
Robert & Mary Lavell
Dwight E. Lowell
Barbara Mandot

J. Kent McNew
Thomas H. Mayer
Marilyn Michalski

Brian Miller

Jack L. Moltenbrey
Barbara Moore

Leland M. Moss
Marjorie Mountjoy

P.P. QOlson

George P. O'Neil

Victor Paslor

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt
Trish Quintenz

Mark & Jean Raabe
Mrs. Charles G, Rice
Grant C. Riggle

Roger E. Robeits

Todd Ryker

Gretchen N. Schwartz
Shuman Lite Center
Donald Simonson

John W. Skeoglund

Pat Soehnlen

Robert J. Thiebaut
Stephen S. Thompson
Dawn Todd

Mr. & Mrs. Bronson Trevor, Jr.
Mary Trewartha
Elizabeth Warnke

Judy Watson

Boy L. Weliman

Kim L. Williams

Dr. & Mrs, Robert Williams
Jeannie Wright
{Continued on page B0



0696-6.8-108 :xed
86/2-¥86-10¢ :euoydsia]
$629-91602 aW ‘Bunds Jeajls
g629 xog

A39120S pJigen|g uesLIBWY YLION
'SS2IpPY

‘8|qnonpap
XB] 818 00'9$ 19A0 SJUNOLWY "SYI8Y2 8sn Jou o] ‘spun}
‘g ul lsplo Asuow [eysod ueipeue] esn esesd
‘epeuE)) U| asesjd A|uo spun} ‘g (W 8oBUNS) S8l
-unoo Jauyio 10} 1eak Jad 00'gg PUB 02IXS|\ PUR BPBURY
10} 1eah 1ad 00°Z$ PPY "00°2¥$ 1BINbaYy '0g°82$ Jolues
pue Jusepnig :seiel Jeak 8aly] ‘00S$ a7 (06e$ Jouog
‘001% a1ei0dioD 00Lg Bupnguuon 06 Bunsoddng
'0e$ Buureisng igzg Anwed 'gL$ Jenbay '00°01$ (09
Jeao) Joluasg (00'0LS (12 4epun) wuepnis diysiaquisiyy

‘pupjuewny jo ABojooa ayl 1noge alow Bujules)
jo adoy 2uj ul ‘ABojooe pligen|q jnoge abpa
-|Mouy 219|dWoD 2i0W B UIB1GO O Pue $8|0818g0
2S0U] JO 10849 8yl eonpal 1ybiw yoiym suoloe
pue seep! 9jowoid 0] s8lpn}s 8soyl Jo S}nsal
ysignd o1 ‘Aieacosl piigan|g Buipadwi sajor1sqo
asoyl Apnis 01 ‘UCIIBAIBSUOD 941108448 1O SpUNog
By} UIYlM Hiom |11m A191008 8Y) ‘pus S|yl piemo |

"JUSLLUOIIAUS BAIJBU 18U}
U] sainieald Je|nbBuis asayl Buinieseld jo adue]
-1odwil 8yl 1NOge u1S1| ||{IM Oym [|B 8jeonpa 0}
S| A19100G aU) Jo sanosigo Aiewlid auy) ‘sisjsesip
jeinjeu se |jem se ‘sBuisg uewny JO Suolloe
J10JpBiewW ay) 0} @np paysiulWIp aABY SpP.ig 9say)
jo suone|ndod ay} se Yonuwiseu| ‘jusauILod sIy}
uo spligen|q jo sei1o0ads 8a.iy) ay} Jo suolie|ndod
8yl esesioul o©)} peulwiglep uoneziuebio
}jo1d-uou pejesodiodu| UB SI A13100S aHIE3INTE
NVOIHIWVY HIHON 3IHL ‘8.6 ul pepunod




