





Figure 1. Impact of trail size on box productivity in the East Wisconsin Zone.
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Trail size category

Trail size is the tolal number of boxes of all types repored within each trail. The larger trail sizes
may indicate a degree of box saluration for the area covered.

about the sheer number of boxes in a
trail, but about the density of boxes-the
number of boxes per unit area.

How often have we walked from box t¢
box along a "rail" and then driven for
miles along the country roads without
seeing a single bluebird box. As reported
earlier, the per square mile density of
boxes in each county in Wisconsin is
extremsly low--0.7 boxes per square mile
in the three most congested counties, with
about half the reporting counties reporting
less than 0.07 boxes per square mile.
Moreover, the author is aware of a few
large trails in which the boxes are not on
a single parcel of property but are widely-
spaced, with the boxes spread out over
miles and miles of roadside, and which
nave very high bluebird productivity and
very low Tree Swallow ratios.
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Conclusion

The correlation between the drop in
bluebird productivity and the increasing
trail size {Table 1.]) tends to further confirm
the wvalidity of Boone's boomerang
hypothesis in the East Zone of Wisconsin.
The soaring increase in Tree Swallow

productivity in the larger trails also
supports  the position that Boone's
boomerang is at least part of lhe

explanation of the high Tree Swallow to
bluebird ratio in the East Bluebirding Zone
of Wisconsin. We are now considering
ways to quanlify the box per unit-area
facter for use in future analysis. —

This article is reprinted, with permission from
Wisconsin Bluebird, newsfelter of the Bluebird
Restoration Association of Wisconsin, Inc.,
10(4):1-2. Al bluebird relersnces are to the
Lastern Bluebird (Sialia sfalis).
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Table 1. Trail size versus fledged birds per total boxes.

East Wisconsin Zone: bluebirds and tree swallows
Trail category Bluebirds per Tree swallows
box per box

1-10 1.03 1.59
11-20 0.68 154
21-30 0.85 133
31-50 0.58 1.47
51-75 0.61 1.47

76 - 100 0.36 1.84

101 - 150 0.49 2.46

151 - 300 031 2.03 -

5 J

Original art by Roger Tory Pelerson

New York State residents now have the option of choosing the state’s first conservation
license plate (made of recycled aluminum) featuring an Eastern Bluegbird. Painted by New
York State native Roger Tory Peterson, this plate with the state's official bird is designed
to augment the Environmental Protection Fund established by the state legisiature in 1993,
Twenty-five doliars from the sale of each plate is earmarked for the fund which benefits
open space, wildlife habitats, and recreational opportunities. Personalized plates can be
incorporated for an additional fee. The bluebird plate was introduced in December 1985
at a news conference in Albany attended by New York State Bluebird Society President
Ray Briggs.
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DELOS C. DUPREE 1919-1996

The North American Bluebird Society was saddened to learn of the death of its
treasurer and one of its founding members on 6 May 1396. Chuck Dupree was a
tireless volunteer for bluebird conservation and was the first and only treasurer NABS
had ever had. Perhaps no other person besides Larry Zeleny was more responsible
for the creation of the Scciety than Chuck.

Delos C. Dupree retired from a career as a master electrician and began work as
the Chief of Buildings and Grounds at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in the
early 1970's. While in that position he met Larry Zeleny who, at that time, was still
working at the nearby Beltsville Agricultural Research Center of the USDA. Chuck
was an enlightened grounds manager who completed a comprehensive survey of
wildlife at Goddard. He wrote a published pamphlet on mowing and planting for
wildlife.

Chuck was very involved in local civic associations and gave frequent talks on
bluebira conservation and nest box building. He became a member of the Prince
George's County Beautification Commitiee and regularly buttonholed iocal politicians
for support of bluebird conservation. He pioneered concepts such as "Bluebird
Week,” an annual week of events each March to encourage people 10 get their boxes
in place before the bluebirds began courtship. As a result of Chuck’s dedication and
enthusiasm, Prince George's County, Maryland named the Eastern Bluebird as its
offictal bird in 1576.

Chuck ODupree’'s contributions to the North American Bluebird Society were
enormous. As a founding member, he was pivotal in charting its course in the early
years. He fervently believed in lhe Society’'s research mission and, under his
guidance, NABS has disbursed many thousands of dollars for research grants for
the conservation of not just biuebirds, but for many species of native cavity nesting
birds.

Chuck attended every annual meeting of the Scciety. He arranged the now
legendary tour of Goddard for the tenth anniversary meeting. He charmed the
Queen’s representative in Bermuda during a visit t& the royal residence when Tommy
Outeroridge put up a bluebird box on the grounds and a pair of bluebirds landed on
it. Chuck is jusily remembered as the ambassador of good will for the North
American Bluebird Society,

When | think back on the most enjoyable birding trips | have ever taken, | think
first of a trip | led for the Maryland Ornithological Society’s annual conference seme
years ago. It was an oppressively hot summer morning on the Eastern Shore, but
the birding was great. We hiked aleng a dirt farm road through the middle of a field
bordered by tall white oaks and loblolly pines. Chuck was bringing up the rear of
this large group when he spotied a Scarlet Tanager in the tiptop of the lallest tree.
We all got a great look as it bobbed in and out of the forest canopy. As Chuck
helped each and every fledgling birder find the elusive bird, he declaimed with all the
enthusiasm and energy he could muster, “Oh, man, look at the color of that bird! Will
you just look at that color! Isn't thal the most beautiful thing you have ever seen in
your life?"

Yes, Chuck, it was, And | am truly grateful you were there to help me realize it.

--Richard J. Dolesh
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More on the Gilbertson Nest Box

Del Parkinson

| have purchased over 250 Gilbertson
nest box systams from Steve Gilbertson.
| have installed over 750 bluebird houses
(Peterson and Gilbertson) during the last
four years and monitor the majority of
them myself, with associates monitering
the remainder. The first 150 Gilberison
boxes were set up in the summer of 1992,
with 50 more added during each of the
last two summers. | have fledged over
1,200 biuebirds and 2,000 Tree Swallows.
The hatching and fledgling success rate of
the two boxes is comparable, except
predaticn by raccoons.

If | wax the electrical conduit post as
Steve suggests (Sialia, Gilbertson, Autumn
1993), | have yet to have the Gilbertson
box predated by raccoons. During the
summer of 1994, | did have Gilbertson
nest boxes predated by raccocns only
because | hadn't waxed those posts in
two years.

Also, in the last thres years, | have had
mice in only two Gilbertson houses and
they were paired boxes {a Super Mousel!).
| don's recall having ants and have had
wasps in only two of the Gilbertson
houses.

In my opinicn, the Gilbertson box is
equal to the Peterson box as far as
nesting acceplance is concerned, but the
Gilbertson posl (consisting of a five-foot
reinforcing rod suppom) and a waxed
eleclrical conduit {(mounting pipe) make it
superior. In 1992 with 150 Gilbertson
boxes and in 1893 with 200 Gilbertson
boxes, ! had absolutely no raccoon
predation. |

This article is reprinted, with permiission, from
the Summer 1994 [ssue of Wisconsin Bluebird,
newsletter of the Bluebird Restoration
Association of Wisconsin, Inc.

with in & humane way.

Please let us know your results!

Easy Way to Trap House Sparrows

Gayle Fogany of Arnold, Missouri, has come up with a very effective way to
evict House Sparrows from a standard wooden nest box. Out of corrugated
cardboard cut a 3-inch diameter circle {(alter shape and size for slot, Peterson, or
PVC boxes). Using fishing line threaded into a needle, pierce the center, take one
stitch, and pull through, tying the end securely. Place the cardboard circle on the
nest box floor, draw the excess yards of twine through the entrance hole, and
walk some distance (carrying the ling) 10 where you can walch the sparrow enter
the nest box. When he has completely entered the box, pull the line tight, and
you have the sparrow! Keeping the line taut, walk to the nest box. Remove Lhe
sparrow carefully by placing a mesh or plastic bag over the top or side opening.
(You may wish to wear gloves when handiing birds.) The sparrow can be dealt

You can also try placing a toy snake on the inside flocr of the nesting box if
you are sure a House Sparrow has taken over the box. The fake snake should
scare the sparrow so tharoughly that he will desert the nest box and not return
even after you have removed the snake, and the box has been taken by
bluebirds or other native cavity nesters.

--Mary D. Janetatos
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Testing Three Cage Traps for
House Sparrow Capture

Joseph E. Therrien

Abstract

The capture efficiencies of three traps, a funnel, a Trio, and a Havahart were tested. Of
the three, the Havahan had lhe best trapping rate with a catch per unit effon (CPUE) of
0.32. The Trio and funnel traps had CPUE efficiencies of 0.05 and 0.027 respectively. The
sparrows tended to be wary of the traps in general and avoided enlering them when anly
food was used as bait. When live sparrows were used as bait however, trapping rates

increased greatly.

Introduction

House Sparrows (Passer domesticus)
were introduced into North America in the
early 1850's. Shortly after their introduc-
tion into  America, sparrows spread
throughout the continent.  This rapid
infestation was due to the aggressive
nature of sparrows and the abundance of
grain and nesling cavities that were
present in the days of the horse-drawn
wagon and widespread farming (Case
1979). Sparrows were introduced as an
insect control method for the cities and at
first were heralded as a savior to man. In
the first few years of their existence in
America, House Sparrows were pampered
by man receiving nest boxes and food
from him. H guickly became apparent,
however, that the sparrow was not the
positive influence that it was thought to be
and, instead, proved to be an aggressive
nuisance to our native birds as well as
spreading disease lhroughout our farms
(Fitzwater 1981). The House Sparrow
soon fell into ill favor and was actively
hunted and discouraged from nesting
whenever possible. Recenily, the main
attacks on the sparrows have come from
people and gioups who are interested in
helping native songbird populations;
including and perhaps leading this battle
are avid bluebirders. House Sparrows not
only compete directly with our native dirds
for nesting cavities (Zeleny 1985), but they
will aiso, on occasion, kill parent bluebirds
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(Sialia spp.) and their young as well as
destroy their eggs, sometimes for no
apparent reason. It is because of this
aggressive behavior and other negalive
qualities that the House Sparrow has been
actively discouraged from nestng in the
United States. Many methods have been
incorporated to slop the spread of the
sparrow ranging from destroying their nest
when it is encountered during the breed-
ing season to active trapping of adults.
Most trapping methods to dale have
involved capture of lhe sparrows in nest
boxes using various trap designs. An
example of one of this type of trap is
described by Gilbertson (1983). One of
the main difficulties in trapping at the nest
box is that the female is often the bird
captured, not the male. This 1s & problem
since the male is the bird that has the
attraction to the box and will, upon losing
its mate, find another female and bring her
back to the box to continue breeding
(Grussing 1983) Few studies have been
done testing trapping techniques oulside
of the breeding season away from nesi
boxes. Zimmerman (1885} documented
great success in capturing House Spar-
rows using a large starling trap in which
he caught over 2,000 sparrows in a nine
year period. Little information is available,
nowever, as to other methods of trapping
these birds.

The goal of this study is to test various
iraps and methods for capturing House
Sparrows outside of 1he breeding season.
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The capture efficiencies of the Trio, Hava-
hart, and funnel traps will be compared.

Study Area

The sludy area chosen for this research
was the SUNY Cobleskill farm located in
Schoharie County, New York. Two sites
on the farm were used for trapping. The
first was located on the nonh end of the
complex approximately 39 ft. {12 m) from
the campus road. Between 20 and 30
sparrows had been seen roosting daily in
the bushes located 16 ft. {5 m) from the
road. The farm’'s grain supply was stored
23 ft. {7 m) north of the bushes directly in
front of the smaller dairy cattlle barn and
feeding area. The sparrows had estab-
lished this area as a feeding site due to
the abundance of grain from the slorage
area and dairy barn. Maintained lawns
surrounded the bushes; the area sur-
rounding the grain storage and barn con-
sisted of packed gravel and din.

The second trapping site used was in
front of the main dairy bullding located at
the center of the farm complex. High
densities of House Sparrows were present

at the barn roosting in the rafters of the
building and on the roof. Grain was also
stored here but was covered and unavail-
able to the birds. The sparrows had,
however, established this as a feeding
area due 10 the abundance of grain in the
barns and in the farm’'s harvesters which
were parked in front of the building. The
surrounding area consisted of maintained
lawns with paved roads running in front of
the building

Materials and Methods

Three cage lraps were used during the
research period. The first two, a Trio and
Havahart, are described by Grussing
(1980). The Trio (Figure 1.} had three
chambers each within a 4.5 in. {11.4 cm)
by 575 in. (14.6 cm) entrance. The mid-
dle chamber is not intended to be baited
with food but to be used instead as a
holding area for using live birds as bait.

The Havahan {Figure 2.} measured § in.
(20.3 cm) x 16 in. (40.6 cm) x 24 in. {61
cm) and had a3 in. (7.6 cm) x 5 in. (12.7
cmy catching entrance and a 2 in. (5.1
cm) diameter one-way door leading inte

Figure 1. Trio Cage Trap.
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Figure 2. Havahart Cage Trap.

the main helding area of the cage.

The third trap used, a funnel trap
(Figure 3.) is described by Bub (1590)
and measured 14 in. (35.6 cm) x 16 in.
(40.6 cm) x 43 in. {109.2 cm). The first
compartment was floorless and was
entered through a 3 in. {7.7 cm) x 1.75 in.
(4.4 cm) oval hole set close to the
ground. The rear chamber did have a
floor and & 2.5 in. (6.4 cm) x 1.75 in. {4¢.4
cm) hole leading into it which was set 6
in. (15 cm) from the ground.

Traps were set on ten different days
from 1 Octlober to 7 November for & total
of 37.5 hours. Site one was used for
eight of the trapping days and site two
was used only twice due to the
appearance of a farm cat near the traps.
The farm's grain was used as bait on the
first trapping day since the sparrows were
already accuslomed to it as a food
source. A mixlure of the farm’'s grain and
commercial seed consisting of white
millet, striped sunflower seed, cracked
corn, and husked cats was used for the
second and third trapping days. Whole
kernel corn was used on the fifth day and
cracked corn was used on the fourth,
sixth, and all the following days.

Velume 18, Number 3

The Havahart and funnel traps were set
9 ft. (2.7 m) apart from each other and
the Trio was set 18 ft. (5.5 m) away from
them so the hirds would not be startled
when the trap snapped shut. For the first
six trapping days the Trio was set on the
ground, for the remaining days it was
mounted on a fencepost approximately 3
ft. (0.9 m) off the ground. Each trap was
set near the bushes at site one for the
first four trapping days and moved to the
grain storage area where the birds had
been seen feeding for the remainder of
the days.

A male sparrow, which had been cap-
tured in a mist net, was placed in the
Havahart trap along with cracked corn on
the eighth day of trapping as & lure for
the other birds as recommended by
Grussing (1980). On the ninth and tenth
days, each trap was baited with a female
sparrow  which  had been caught
previously.

Results and Discussions
A total of 15 House Sparrows were
caught during the 37.5 trapping hours. Of

the three cage traps used, the Havahart
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Funne! Cage Trap.

Figure 3.

was the most successful calching 12 of
the 15 birds. The funnel and Trio traps
caught one and two birds respectively.

Catch per unit effot (CPUE) was
determined 10 give a befter understanding
of the traps' efficiencies and was
calcuiated as follows:

Total # of birds caught
Total trapping hours
Trapping with the Havahart resulted in 12
birds being captured in 37.5 trapping
hours resulting in a CPUE of 032
birds/hour. The Trio and funnel traps had
a ratio of 0.05 and 0.027 respeclively.

Only three birds were caught using
food as the only bait while 12 were caught
using live sparrows as a fure.  Although
ne direct testing of these two variables
was undertaken, it seems that trapping
with live birds as a lure greatly increases
capture efficiencies. Of the food baits
used, the spairows showed the most
prefarence for cracked corn, followed by
the farm’s grain, and then millet seed.
The birds showed no preference for whote
kernel com.

The sparrows overall tended to aveid
entering any of the cages. During all
trapping days the birds would land on or
near the traps and examine them in a

108

cautious manner. On sevetal occasions
sparrows were seen entering the first
companment of the funnel trap only to
quickly hop back out.

The success of the Havahan can be
attributed to its two stage arrangement
with the first entrance being separated
from the main cage and also resembling
the roost of a bird feeder rather than a
cage. This was the only trap that cap-
tured sparrows without using a live bird as
lure.

The funnel trap did the poorest out of
all the traps possibly due to its enclosed
appearance. This cage also has less use
in trapping since the sparrows, once
captured, can readily get back out.
Grussing (1980) observed similar results
with sparrows he had caplured. The
funnel trap used for this research was
further modified with four 3 in. (7.6 cm)
pieces of coal hanger wire that were cut
and individually hinged on the inside of
the second entrance hele in the hopes
that this would discourage the birds from
leaving the cage. One sparrow, which
was placed in the {rap as bait, failed 1o
get out while a second bird, which
entered the trap and was successfully
caught, escaped the nexi day.

Sialia, Summer 1996



The Trio trap seems to have potential
as an effective means of sparrow contro!
but is limited since it can only capture a
maximum of two birds at a lime. No
sparrows were captured using only seeg
as bait but two birds were caught using &
live sparrow in lthe center chamber as a
Iure.

Recommendations

The Havahart proved to be a far better
trapping method than the two other traps
tested, and | would recommend it for use
where House Sparrows are a problem.
The Havahart (and other cage traps) are
advantageous since they can be left
unattended for a short period of lime
saving on the cost of trapping.  All lraps
should be checked periodically in order to
make sure that no native birds are
caught. |

Acknowledgments

Special thanks go 1o John Cubit for his belp
during the research and also for his ideas on

different approaches for trapping and to Kevin
Berner for his help in ediling the earlier drafts
of this paper.

Literature Cited

Bub, H. 1980. Bird trapping and bird band-
ing. Cornell Univ. Press, Cornell, N.Y.
346pp.

Case, N.A. 1979, The sparrows won the war.
Sialia 1:177-179.

Fizwater, W.D. 1881, Venesbrate pest manage-
ment.  National Animal Damage Conlrol
Association, Albuquerque, N.M. 64 pp.

Gilbertson. 5. 1993, Steve Gilbertson's univer-
sal House Sparrow trap. Sialia 15.196-198

Grussing, D, 1983. Controlling the male
House Sparrow. Sialia 5:58-59.

Grussing, D.  1980. How to control House
Sparrows. Roseville Publishing House,
Roseville, Minn. 89pp.

Zeleny, L 1985. Enemies of the bluebird.
Sialia 7:105-1086.

Zimmerman, J. 1985. Success in eliminating
pest species using a large slarling trap.
Sialia 7:47-49.

P.O. Box 21
Central Bridge, NY 12035

Bluebird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuals who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure. We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, toc, can become a Bluebird
Booster, For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or §75.00 per four issues, you can
be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fiedgling Booster;
while $10.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check to NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 62485, Silver Spring, MD 208716~
6295.
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(EXPRESS--Continued from page 117)

second week of March and brought off
three  successful broods by late
September. |t was so exciting. We were
lucky enough to actually see two of the
broods fledge from the box, an all-day
operation that had the parent birds and
Fran and me worn out from the tension.

With the third brood we were able 10
watch the offspring from the first two
helping out at the nest. The breeding
success since that year has not been as
good, primarily because of House
Sparrow competition for the box. We also
had a Carolina Chickadee successfully
bring off a brood in it one year.

S0, yes, get a biuebird box. By all
means! You might want to consider a
baffle on the pole for snakes, and you will
likely have 1o fight annua! battles with the
House Sparrows. But it's all worth it. Go
for it!

Norm Saunders
Colesville, MD
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Bluebird Exchange

This feature extracts items from the newslatters of bluebird organizations and the periodic reports of
groups with bluebird or cavity nester projects. Please be sure this editor or NABS Is on your mailing
list. We want to include your materiall

IOWA--WINGS..., Winter 1996

President Jim Walters encourages those readers new to computers to try the Internet
and World Wide Web. It's not sasy but stick with it for this technelegy is the wave of the
future. Resources for any interest {inciuding bluebirds and conservation) are available.
Cnce you are familiar with the way it operates you can then decide whether you need it
or what you wish to do with it

Bernie Knight spotlights some wintering birds which might be guests at your (lowa)
feeder including the Carolina Wren, Pine Siskin, and Red-breasted Nuthatch. Anyone who
feeds birds has, undoubtedly, matched wits with sguirrels. Half a dozen ways to mount
feeders are pictured and described in a reprint from Bird Watcher's Digest.

Barbara Boyle, director of the Sherman Tower Project, updates readers on Althea
Sherman and her research in the first decades of the twentieth century. Although she
published dozens of papers on many bird species, she is best known for her observations
of Chimney Swifts in a wooden tower constructed so she could watch them. The tower
has come into the hands of the Sengbird Project which is still seeking a site on which it
can be re-erected. They also received seme manuscripts (most had been deposiled with
the lowa Siate Historical Society). Microfilming of all of this material is nearly complete.
Indexing is the next step. A major fundraising campaign will begin this year for siting and
restoring the tower. if you wish to make a donation to this cavity nester project, make
checks payable to the Sherman Tower Fund at Johnson County Songbird Project, 2511
Hwy 1 SW, lowa City, 1A 52240,

Jim Walters reviews three new bluebird books. He makes comparisons on subjects
such as box design, wrens, House Sparrows, and premature fledging. The books are
Bluebirds: the How-To Book--Attract Them, Help Their Survival by Fred Comsiock;
Bluebirds and Their Survival by Wayne H. Davis and Philippe Roca; and Bring Back the
Biuebirds: Even on YOUR Hand! oy Andrew M. Troyer. in summary he says, "There are
things | like and dislike about each of these books. I'm tempted to see Comstock and
Troyer as regional authors--they deal with the problems they experience {and do that well).
The Davis bocok contains as thorough a discussion of all issues as any book since Dorene
Scriven's.  Nalure phetographer Philippe Roca also contribules a thorough chapter on
photographing bluebirds in the Davis book--and his shots are excellent. But if you want
great bluebird pictures my faverile is still Don and Lillian Stokes' The Bluebird Book.*

--Johnson County Songbird Project

MAINE--DOWNEAST BLUEBIRD, Winter 1936

Gensus repons for 1995 are still being collected. Bluebirders are urged to reluin forms
even if no bluebirds nested. Few reports have been received from southermn or mid-
coastal Maine.

Lyman Feero, a wildlife biclogist for Great Northern Paper Company, with the help of
East Millinocket Boy Scouts, placed 16 nest boxes at a closed company landfili in April
1994, No bluebirds nested the first year but at least one pair nested successfully twice in
1995. On a 7 July monitoring visit, Lyman discovered that all but three boxes had been
destroyed by a bear. Fortunately, the bluebirds were using one of the three surviving
boxes. Homet nests in some of the damaged boxes may have been the attraction for the
bears.

James J. Hill, lll, head of the Purple Martin Conservation Association, recently wrotle
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about the ectoparasites that plague martins as well as bluebirds. When weather conditions
are good and food supplies ampie, parasites do not usually kill birds. A Nasonia wasp
may also help to keep blowflies in check. When a heavy infestation is present, nest
replacement is the best control method. -

Anti-predation hints are described. No matter what techniques of monitoring are used,
"he bottom line, however, is that the posts or pipes supporting nest boxes should not be
climbable.”

--Bluebird Association of Maine

MINNESOTA--BLUEBIRD NEWS, February 1596

Two Mountain Bivebirds (male and female) were reported at Lake Rebecca in Haslings
on 7 November. There were no January reports of over-wintering bluebirds in Minnesota.

The Bluebird Recovery Program now has wallet-size membership cards available. Each
new member will receive one in the membership packet. Current members can request
up to three without charge.

Ohio bluebirder Bob Orthwein is going to use Teflon Insect Barrier Tapes made by
SureFire Products. Ads claim that fire ants and other insects can't crawl over the slick
surface. Anyone experimenting with this product must mount it carefully so that insects
can't crawl under it

Minnesota bluebirders did their usual fine job of reaching potential monitors with 14
workshops during February, March, and April.

The bluebird report form for 1996 is enclosed with a request that it be returned by 15
September.

--Biuebird Recovery Program

MONTANA--MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD TRAILS, Summary for 1985, February 1996

This U.S. group includes trails in Montana, 1daho and Nevada. It is in the process of
establishing a more formal organization. Initially, dues will be $7.00. A questionnaira
elicited responses to help in organizing the group. Almost everyone who responded
wanted two newsletters a year. More than half wanted material developed for new
bluebirders. An organizational meeting is planned for spring. Volunteers were solicited
to serve as officers or directors.

Unfortunately, 1995 was disastrous for bluebird nestlings. Late spring snows and rains
caused the death of hundreds of bluebirds. The continuing cold weather meant many
females did not renest after initial nest failures. Not since the eruption of Mt. 5t. Helens
have bluebirders in this area had an equivalent experience. Because bluebird population
is more widespread now and the numbers higher, there is hepe that the recovery will be
rapid. in 1995, 2,459 boxes were used of a pessible 4,069. A total of 8,228 Mountain
Bluebirds and 2,227 Western Bluebirds were fledged for a grand total of 10,455, This
compares to 20,391 in 1894 and 16,118 in 1983

--Mountain Bluebird Trails

NEBRASKA--Bluebirds Across Nehraska Newsletter, Winter 1995-1996

Bluebirds Across Nebraska (BAN) co-sponsored with bird stores three workshops in
different parts of the state.

BAN donated a feeding station to Mahconey Park. Nt is |ocated at the administration
building near the park entrance. Connie Ceonover built the majority of the feeders. He also
made 27 boxes for American Keslrels for the State Game & Parks Commission. The
boxes will be placed on the back of signs along the inlerstate highway between Lincoln
and Omaha.

Cunt Sommer, BAN member from New London, Wisconsin, uses a 40 inch piece of
downspout permanently attached 10 the bottom of his boxes as a predator guard. The box
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and downspout combination is then placed on a steel or wooden post. He has found it
exceptionally successful against raccoon and cat predation.

BAN is soliciling photos for a display board to be used at fairs, workshops, and
cenferences.

Jackie Howe summarized trail reports for Omaha Audubon for 1995, The total number
of bluebirds fledged was 309 along with 627 Tree Swallows. Production on major trails
is summarized along with comments about steps taken to rectify problems in order to
improve production. In some cases boxes were removed or House Sparrow trapping was
planned; in other cases box pairing will be instituted or predator guards added to mounting
posts. Trail monitors seem willing to tinker to find the most advantageous setup--and if
nothing works, move entire traifs.

Bab Orthwein, BAN member from Columbus, Chio, provided an aricle and photos
about triple box locations which he has found successful in reducing House Sparrow
attacks on bluebirds and Tree Swallows.

BAN mailed a letter 1o 257 golf courses in the state and in western lowa. The letter
describes why golf courses can be favorable locations for bluebird trails, warms against
extensive pesticide use, and emphasizes the need for regular moniloring. Image
enhancement for the golf course could be the result of establishing a trail. BAN offers 1o
provide boxes at a reasonable cost, enclosed some basic bluebird information, and
includes a reprint of an article about a golf course in North Carclina which has a popular
and successful trail. BAN has arranged to be present at the Nebraska Turf Grass
Conference in Omaha so they can answer questions face 1o face.

--Bluebirds Across Nebraska

NEW HAMPSHIRE--Updale 25 March 1995 from Bruce Burdett
This is an informal, totally valunteer one-man sffort to exchange information and assess
bluebirder interest and fledging success in this state. Bruce has mailed hundreds of
packets of information in response to letters to half a dozen newspapers. This mailing
passes along items gleaned from letters sent to him. He addresses some basic
information for those new to bluebirding, shares comments about several references,
includes a "Bluebird Troublesheoting Char" to help people figure out nest failures, includes
a box construction diagram, and information about paired boxes.
--THE (Great) NEW HAMPSHIRE BLUEBIRD CONSPIRACY

NEW YORK--Bluebird News, Winter '96

The Arrowhead Lodge in Brewerton proved to be a successtful location for the fall 1995
meeting. At that time paid membership was 962. The spring meeting will be held at the
Five Rivers Environmental Education Center in Delmar 4 May 1996. The Route 20 Bluebird
Research Trail will be dedicated.

Ray Arendt addresses "To Feed or Not to Feed.. That is the Question." Since more and
more wintering biuebirds are being reported, people are encouraged to plant a variety of
trees and shrubs whase fruits will aid in the birds’ survival. When wild fruits and berries
are exhausted, should cne feed bluebirds? Supplemental feeding of bluebirds that are
seen in winter may help rather than harm the individuals. There is no question that at that
point the food a person provides is not enticing birds to stay. Raisins, currants, or other
fruits may be taken. Branches of multiflora rose (with hips) or other stems bearing fruit
can be placed in a platform feeder in which holes have been drilled. Miracle Meal,
consisting mostly of suet and peanut hearts, is another option.

NABS Research Chairman Kevin Berner's presentation at the fall meeting underscored
the attractiveness to bluebirds of the Peterson nest box gver all other designs. It was also
the first choice of Tree Swallows. Cf equal interest is the fact that Kevin's research shows
that the PVC box is least preferred by House Sparrows. They had no successful nesting
attempts.
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President Ray Briggs was honored at the New York State Chapter of the Wildlife Society
awards banguet in Syracuse on 2 February by being named Outstanding Conservationist
far his bluebird work. Joe Therrien was named Outstanding Graduate from a Two-Year
School. His activities in bluebird banding, research, and management should be the
foundation for a promising career as he begins a bachelor's degree program in wildlife
management,

--New York State Bluebird Society

~~~~~ BLUEBIRD BOOSTER, Spring 1996
Schoharie County survey results for 1995 indicate that at least 1,942 biuebirds fledged
from 1,977 nest boxes. This is the second highest total in the 11 years of the program.
The dry spring reduced dead young in nests from 270 in 1994 to 178 in 1995. Tree
Swallow fledging established & record high of 2,864, up nearly 400 from the previous year.
House Wren totals of 711 were down from the record 1,000 in 1991, Chickadees at 113
fledged just two fewer than last year's record high, The survey data cellected in Schoharie
County paralleled Kevin Berner's research results with bluebirds reported 1o have attempted
nesting in about 45 of every 100 Pelersan boxes, fledging 95 young. For every 100
standard nest boxes bluebirds afttempted 27 nestings and fledged 67 young. Tree
Swallows and House Wrens showed higher use rates for Peterson boxes but had higher
fledging rates in standard boxes.
--Schoharie County Bluebird Society

----- BROOME COUNTY NESTBOX NETWORK SUMMARY REPORT

A total of 32 members monitored 412 nest boxes in 1995, They fledged 249 Eastern
Biuebirds, 657 Tree Swallows, 138 House Wrens, 30 Black-capped Chickadees, 4 White-
breasted Nuthatzhes, and 5 Wood Ducks.

Joe Sedlacek had two interesting experiences with banded birds. An adult Tree Swallow
was originally banded by him on 26 May 1990, was recaptured on & June 1993, and again
on 24 June 1995 always in the same nest box. On 30 April 1995 he captured a banded
female bluebird at the Gagnon Farm. After determining that it was not one of his bands
or that of other area banders, he sent the necessary data to the Bird Banding Laboratory
in Laurel, Maryland. He was eventually infoermed that the bird had been banded as a
nestling near Oresden, Maine on 3 June 1992, about 425 miles from where it was nesting.
Tree Swallows took aver the nest box which the banded female bluebird had been using.
She and her mate were not seen again. Jee alse banded a Tree Swallow adult fernale on
3 June 1992, recaptured it 30 May 1993 and again on 31 May 1995--all in the same
general area. Another adult fermale Tree Swallow was banded on 26 May 1990, was
recaptured 6 June 1393 and once again on 24 June 1995, each time in the same nest box.

--Broome County Nesthbox Network

NORTH CAROLINA--BLUEBIRD NCOTES, Jan-Feb 1996

Ruby Clodfeller described an experience in spring 1995. A pair of bluebirds hatched
five young in a box in her yard. During the period the nestlings were being fed the female
disappeared, but the male continued to féed the brood. Two days after the female's
disappearance, the male seemed to be absent. After watching for four hours without
seeing the male, Ruby picked up the five babies and took them to her brother's nest box
12 miles away. Fortunately, the three young in that nest were close 1o the same age. The
parents fed all eight nestlings and five days later all eight fledged. The male which had
disappeared was found a week later dead at the edge of the yard. He had been hit by
a car.

Taking a cue from the Ohio Bluebird Society, the North Caralina 8luebird Society is
eslablishing county cocrdinators. Chuck Bliss chairs this effot.  The Board hopes that
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county coordinators will raise the visibility of the organization and publicize bluebirding
activities and techniques in all parts of the state,

Nora and Hobie Burleson moniter the boxes al the Bryan Park Golf Course, They have
had a variety of experiences and fledged 552 bluebirds in 1994 aut of 582 eggs. In 1995
that total was raised to 634 fledged. One nest had eight bluebird eggs, of which seven
fledged.

The 1995 nesting totals for Noith Carolina were 5,254 bluebirds fledged from 6,228 eggs
from 1,407 boxes., Among comments which monitors added to their survey forms was the
observation by Carl Cranmer that he had had 24 nuthalch nests wiih 110 fledged! Evelyn
Hill was kept busy not just with bluebirds. She had "swarms of hummingbirds. Make a
gallon of nectar daily.” Ron Bolton and his Starmount crew had good news, "The baffies
work! 1995 egg loss was 8% vs. 46% In 1994 and 28% in 1993; 86% fledged vs. 53% in
'94."

--North Carolina Bluebird Society

OHIO--Biuebird Monitor, Spring 1996

The Ohio Bluebird Society (OBS) plans paricipation in a dozen meetings, workshops,
and presentations during the spring season.

Dean Sheldon’s Blue Tip column, "A Flight to the Finish" provides a discussion of what
kind of exterior finish to put on nest boxes. That subject always elicits almost as much
discussion among bluebirders as what box is best. At least there seems to be unanimity
on the fact that box interiors should not have any kind of a finish coat. The popular
commerciai possibilities fall into three categories: 1) exterior latex or oil house paint with
light earthtones, not white, the clear choice; 2) exterior stains, again in light colors; and,
3) clear wood preservatives. He prints a couple of recipes for homemade stains which
have proven durable. Box builders are wamed against using Wolmanizeds wood because
of the chemical content. OFf course, boxes need not have any exterior finish at all!

Bob Orthwein, long-time Ohio bluebirder, addresses increasing problems with the House
Wren in "An Experimental House Wren Guard." Not only are wrens responsible for
numerous bluebird nest failures, but they are an even greater problem for chickadees.
Since chickadees don't nest far from wooded areas, one can't move chickadee boxes
farther into open areas in an attempt to escape wrens. Moving the boxes inte the woods,
whenaver passible, saw an improvermnent in production of young. Bob is also using a wren
guard developed by Warren Fry of East Berlin, Pennsylvania which biocks the view of the
entrance hole but allows antrance in the space behind it. Warren Fry and Dick Tuttle have
experimented with wren guards on boxes accepted by blusbirds. For biuebirds, Dick used
a 2-inch space between the guard and the entrance hole whife with chickadees he reduced
the space to 1-1/4 inches. With bluebirds he attached the guard when incubation started
and removed i when the young wers four days old, oo heavy 10 be thrown out by wrens.
If you experiment with these guards, be sure the species accepts and adapts to it and
continues to enter the box. Much further testing is required to determine the guards’
effactiveness and best use.

Orhwein also updates a Summer 1995 article about triple box lacations which he has
found save bluebirds and Tree Swallows from House Sparrow attacks. The previous article
specified a spacing of seven yards between each of the three boxes. Dick Tuttle, who
fledged and banded 864 Tree Swallows in 1995, feels five yards between boxes may be
a better spacing. Be sure that all three boxes at any one location are of the same type.

Merlin Lehman discusses bluebird predalors and various means of protecting boxes.

A flier published by The Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association entitled "Cat Facts:
Effects of House Cat Predation on Our Native Wildiife" is reprinted. Readers are
encouraged to copy and distribute the material. If there is any doubt as to the damage
songhbirds sustain from house cals, the numbers cited should jolt even the most avid cat
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fancier into keeping his or her pet inside, especially during the bird breeding season.

Wayne Davis explores a number of topics in his "Thoughts from Kentucky." He
advocates putting up boxes whenever they're built rather than waiting for some ideal time.
His favorite time for box placement is in the faill. Not only does this makeboxes available
as roost sites for overwintering bluebirds, but it is easier and more pleasant to erect boxes
in September and October rather than in February.

Davis has done some tests on the Peterson entrance and the slot entrance. This year
he is exparimenting with a round 1-9/16 inch (40 mm) hole 1o see whether Eastern
Bluebirds show as much of a preference for this size as do Mountain Bluebirds. He also
encourages individuals to scrounge wood for boxes in order 10 save trees.

Bill and Joan Davis describe methods of reaching interested individuals and encouraging
them to become OBS members in “The How-To of Building Membership."

--Ohio Bluebird Society

WISCONSIN-WISCONSIN BLUEBIRD, Winter 1995

The lead article is reprinted on page 100 of this issue of Siafia.

Steve Gilbertsen, Andover, Minnesota, and designer of a widely used nest box,
describes the materials needed and methods for construction of the PVC box. Don Bragg
has laid out a construction diagram.

A number of comments are reprinted from the 1995 surveys. Darriel Kumbler, Jr, of
Oshkosh, describes an unusual location for a bluebird nest. At Fort Bragg, North Carolina
he found a bluebird nest in the rafters of a bunker on the hand grenade range. The neat
nest contained six nestlings.

Carol McDaniel in her "County Coordinators Column' lists ways some bluebird
enthusiasts have publicized the species. Among method used were the following: an
exhibit of 15 types of boxes, a literature display at a meeting of the Wisconsin
Conservation Congress, a slide presentation at a iocal historical socisty, literature given to
people attending a conservation club banguet, a question and answer day at a local bird
stare, and a box building session ccupled with a slide program.

--Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin, Inc.

(TALES--Continued from page 119}

the project, and they make happy reading.
Bluebirds nested successfully in at least
five boxes, producing a total of at least 16
baby birds."

Marjorie has generously given of her
time for many years at the NABS office by
assisting in shipping catalogue orders.
Where would NABS be wilhout these
wonderful pecple? Not where we ars,
that's for sure! Mrs, Rose Marle Ranck
said it well recently: "You do a greal job!
Siafia is so interesting! | saw five or six
bluebirds in Downinglown {PA) twe weeks
ago! Yes! And we agree!

As we mourn Chuck and all those other
bluebirders who have gone before us, |
want to quote Debbie Dupree Gillen,
youngest of Belty and Chuck’s two
daughters and three sons, who at his
funeral said that she was certain that "I'll
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see my Dad again, because God our
Father, Jesus our Savior, and the Holy
Ghost our Comforter have through Holy
Scripture promised just that." Chuck wauld
comment after yet another full day at work
for NABS: "I've been so busy today, !
haven't had time to do nothin'f* But you
did more than nothin’, Chuck, and may
your resl be sweet and peaceful! B

NEW RATE OPTIONS
FOR NABS MEMBERS

Effective 1 January 1996, individuals
who choose the Student, Senior, or
Regular category of membership in the
North American Bluebird Society have the
opportunity 10 renew for either a single
year or for a thiee year period. See back
cover for compiete list.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SiALlA welcomes the correspondence
of its membershup  Bluebird Express
should become 2 forum for all who are
interested 1n communmnicating ther jdeas
and aclions concerning bluebird conser-
vation We will altempt to pubhsh a wide
range of wviews n a responsible manner
Keep your letters cormng!

Dear Editor:

While delivering in rural Edwardsville, 1
happened upcon one of the sons of a
boyhood chum to learn he is an avid
bluebirder. In order to discourage the cats
and other predators on his land, he
mounted 1he nesting box on a metal
fencepost, applied heavy grease, and
stuck it in the ground in the middle of a
cactus garden.

Sounds like the perfect solution to me
and | wonder if anyone else has come up
with such an idea. So | plan to share the
idea with the owners and managers of
golf courses on my routs,

H. Coy Winter
1802 West Adams
Belleville, IL 82223

Dear Editor:

After reading the article, "Protecting
Nest Boxes from Snakes" (18(1):7) about
an obviocusly effective bul somewhat
complex and messy way of deterring
climbing predators, | felt | should write
about our very simple technique, learned
from Sialia.

Some years ago, mention was made in
Sialia of the use of tack-strips (the strip
used to secure the edges of wal-to-wall
carpeting} 1o deter snakes frem raiding
nest boxes. Since then we have used il
both on metal poles (a 2-foot strip wired
to the pole) or on fences, where we nail
several pieces verically on the post and
horizontally on the rails. In some situations
which lock especially vulnerable, we even
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put very shorl pieces, strategically placed,
on the box itseif.

We can strongly recommend the use of
tack-strips for low cost, ease of use, and
unobtrusive appearance (it very soon
weathers). Our experience over several
years suggests, also, that it works very
well.

Richard Taylor
6432 Old Goose Creek Rd,
Middleburg, VA 22117

Dear Editor:

Here's a reminder to all bluebirders out
there--which, ! think, is VERY [MPOR-
TANT! | was quite disturbed after reading
the Winter 1996 issue of Sialia. There's a
nice picture on page 6 of an adult male
and two females perched on the fence
(one bird is on top of the nesting box).
The box appears to be mounted on the
post which suppors the fence and that's
what disturbs mei Obviously, there are sill
many people out there who don't realize
that raccoons patrol fence lines. Once
they find a box with eggs or babies
inside...you can bet that they'll check all
other boxes on that fence line. Do the
bluebirds a big favor. Move the boxes
away from fences and mount only on .
slick metal posts with raccoon guards!

Marcy Hoepfner
Route 1
Metamora, IL 61548

Dear Editor:
Qur daughter teaches school at the
Savannah Christian Preparatory School in
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Savannah, Georgia. Our grandchildren
also attend scheol there, ons in first grade
and the other in fifth. In 1995 my husband
cut out 45 bluebird boxes for the fifth
grade o build as Mother’'s Day presenis.

After completing this project, the schooi
expressed an interest in starting a bird
sanctuary on the property. We requested
and received information from NABS that
would help us with this project.

After many hours of work, my husband
had two bird feeders assembled and 36
bluebird boxes cut out and ready for
assembly. With our car loaded with wood,
nails, hammers, etc, we headed for
Savannah. Needless to say, the day we
helped build the boxes was more fun than
a barrel of monkeys. Seeing how proud
the children were as they each completed
a box was a just reward for the many
hours spent in preparation.

We only wish mare grandparents would
get involved with their grandchildren. For
many years to come as they watch the
birds and i1ake care of the nest boxes,
they will remember cne who cared.

Nancy W. Mills
P.O. Box 247
Culpeper, VA 22701

Dear Editor:

When we moved to our new hoeme in
November 1934 we immediately instalied
a bluebird box. We have always had
bluebirds near cur other homes, but we
had never had a yard that backed up io
an Atlantic marsh before. In early April a
lonely male bluebird showed up and sat
on the box for hours; then he left. A pair
of chickadees moved in and built a nest.

Shertly the maje bluebird came back
and removed every single piece of the
huge chickades nest. Then a female
bijuebird showed up with nesting material.
We didn't see any action at the box for
some time so we decided to check. My
husband, on the steptadder, knocked on
the box several times; nothing happened
s0 he began to unscrew the top. Out flew
the female bluebird and my husband
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almost fell off the ladder. | don't know

who was more frightened! There were five

beautiful biue eggs in a neat nest. What a
waonderful Easter surpriseT

Harriet S. Henderson

20 Coventry Close

Savannah, GA 31411

Dear Editor:

We had about 31 bluebird boxes on the
Turner Tumpike {(in 1994) about 16 miles
between Bristow and Stroud, easibound
and westbound. The project started out
small, scmething | could do on my way
to work. Every year it grew a little more.

We work with the maintenance
department and the highway patrol so as
not to be a bother, We raised 195
bluebirds and 12 chickadees.

We learned to control our snake
probiems using a T-post and putling a
sleeve of the thinner 2 inch PVC pipe over
it. | polish the PVC with Klean-and-Shine,
We only lost five birds to snakes in a box
we had not yet moved off a fencepost.
We have now.

Veda Beck
315 W. 9th
Bristow, OK 74010

The following itern was on the comguter
bulletin board The QOsprey Nest in
response to a query from Laura Downey
who had asked, “If | put up bluebird
boxes, will they come?"

Kind of as an exercise in wishful
thinking, | bought myself a bithday
present of a bluebird box about five years
ago. | mounted the box in the corner of
my vyard, walked back indoors, and
glanced casually out the back window to
see if the box was sasily visible. And |
almos! passed out!

There, on top of this spanking brand
new box was the first bluebird { had ever
seen in or near my yard. They nested
once that year, successfully. Since | had
gotien the box out so late (late April), they
only single-brooded. The following year

the bluebirds had moved in by the
(Continued on page 109)
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

The very sad news that NABS Treasurer
Delos C. "Chuck"” Dupree was stricken
by a cerebral hemorrhage and died
clouds a cool, lale spring here in
Maryland. While returning from a trip with
his wife Betty, Chuck complained of a
severe headache when they stopped for
the night on 26 April near Wilkes Barre,
PA. After being rushed to Geisinger
Hospital and undergoing a lengthy
operation, he was transferred to Doclor's
Hospital in Lanham, MD. Chuck never
regained conscicusness and passed away
on Mcnday, 6§ May 1996. Betly said that
Chuck had seen bluebirds along ihe
Maine coast. They cheered him greatly
and may have been his last sight of them.
NABS Historian Shirley Adams, of Alton,
IL, visiled headquarters with her sister
Anne earlier in April and snapped what
was probably the last photograph of
Chuck. We are experiencing now al/ of the
ways that he had worked for bluebirds--
not coming rear 1o coping with his loss!
As one of our business contacts
remarked: "He was the foundation of the
place!" Sarah Funkhouser’'s husband,
Glenn, a past treasurer for the Audubon
Naturalist Society, has stepped in to assist
with day-lo-day matters. We aim to salisty
aii of our commitments! Bul we are
devastafed!

Chuck leaves a legacy of a great love
for bluebirds and alf wildlife, coupled with
a greal energy to crusade on their behalf.
At his funeral on 9 May, | was able 10
chat with his brother, Donald Dupree, of
Milwaukee, W, who said he was happy 10
give financial suppart to NABS, even if his
heallh did not permit him a more active
role in bluebirding. Rev. Ray Prybis, OMI
was the officialing clergyman at Chuck’s
funeral. As a birding companion of
Chuck's, as well as NABS first
corresponding secretary, Fr. Ray was able
1o eulogize Chuck movingly. Chuck joins
in eternity other bluebirders who | am
aware died within the last year: NABS
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Founder Larry Zeleny, former NABS
beard member from Oregon Earl Giliis,
and Mountain Bluebird Trails co-founder
Duncan Mackintosh of Lethbndge,
Alberta. (Duncan's partner-in-bluebirding
Art Aylesworth of Ronan, MT, carries on
in energetic styfe.) Other bluebirders who
passed away include Revel Broyles, of
Springfield, Missouri, Bob Ahearn, of
Binghamton, NY, Frances Willis Harper,
of Granada, MS, Harold Bullerman,
Windsor, IL, and Joseph Patrick Treaber,
of Palos Heighis, IL {d. 1991). May they
live out the fantasy expressed by Nell
Charula, of Inez, TX, when she wrote:
".Very seldom do we see a bluebird,
once a migratory flock came through our
yard--f thought I'd died and gone o
heaven!" May the corner of heaven where
all the bluebirders have gone, in former
Auduben Naturalist Socisty President Bab
Lavell's words, "...be the happiest corner
of heaven"!

While still aspiring to heaven, we carry
on the bluebird cause. Georgeann Wood,
of Comus, MD, showed the reason our
work is needed: a snapshot she sent
shows a CAT reaching into a bluebird
nest box. She assured us that the cat was
not successful in harming any bluebirds,
and that her friend, past president of
NABS Anne Sturm of Barnesville, MO,
had urged her to send the snapshot to us
for laughs!

You never know where the NABS
acdress will be seen by prospeclive
bluebirders. Kim Smith of Poneto, IN, told
us she saw the Scciety's address in a
magazine at the doctor’s office, "so | don't
remember what exactly to ask for. | just
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know we have a few bluebirds around cur
nhouse. | would iike to know how to feed
them and house them. Any info would be
heloful.” Betty Rountree of Goldthwaite,
TX, said "l just read your "bluebird" slory
in the Birds and Blooms Magazine at my
beauty shop while | sat under the dryer.
Could | please have some more
information on the beautiful bluebird?"

Which remings me of a recent visit to
my hairdresser's, owned and run by
Tommy and Voula Spiropoulos, in
Cloverly, MD. Voula was complaining to
me about the constant onslaught of
House Sparrows in her bluebird nest
boxes. | was about to 1ell her that | could
lend her a sparrow trap when a woman in
the next chair said, "Voula, you should
contact the bluebird society--I'm a
member, and they sell sparrow traps!”
Voula laughed and pointed to me, and
said "Mary here runs the bluebird sociely!”
(A great exaggeralion!) So we became
acquainted--NABS member Ruth Grace
Crutchley, of Damascus, MD and me, the
executive director!

Barry Good wrote from Hatchville, MA,
that he is able to welcome back more
bluebirds as he goes birding on Cape
Cod. ‘Bluebirds are well reported
throughout the Cape most of the year.
They are becoming more and more
frequent and their numbers seem to be
increasing."

One of our reliable volunteers, Maxine
Montgomery of Leisure World in Silver
Spring, MD, recently wrote: "Due to many
physical problems, | will be unable 1o
participate in the mailings of Siafia. |
always looked forward {o those 'talk and
stuff’ sessions. | shall miss them."

We heard from another senior citizen
who, with her husband, helps in bluebird
conservation, Evelyn Thompson, of
Aiken, SC: "My daughter-in-law is a first
grade teacher in Easley, SC. Every year
my husband and | go there in February
and | give a talk on bluebirds and he
helps the children assemble and nail a
blugbird house to put in their yard. He
and my son pre-cut the houses before the
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exciling day. This year all other first
grades want 1o do this and If we agree 1o
take them all on, that will be 90 biuebird
houses."

A bluebird reward camé across the
path of Harold Boley, of Washinglon, IL.
"While working in our garden | noticed a
few bluebirds in a nearby tree. They were
singing their happy liitle song. | decided
to answer them the best | could and, 10
my surprise and delight, one flew to me
and sat on my head for two or three
seconds. | froze in my tracks from that
surprise.”

From Pulaski, TN, Johnnie Vincent
reported how he had become involved in
biuebird conservation. Paul and Alice
Crislip, before their deaths, had explained
the bluebird’'s plight to Johnnie, and they
all had installed and monitcred a bluebird
trail. Now with both of the Crislips gone,
Johnnie said: "Now | have retired and |
have the distinct privilege of continuing
the good project that Paul Crislip started.”

Those bluebirds will steal your hean, as
Douglas and Katherine McElroy of
Dougtasville, GA found out. "Last year |
built 15 boxes and put them up in various
places. 1 put up six on my golf course
after checking with the greenskeeper
about pesticides. He assured me that they
co not use harmful pesticides. All the
bluebirds are mulliplying as there were
three sets of young birds per box. | feel
very good about my golf course birds.”

Veteran NABS volunteer Marjorie
Mountjoy hails from Tennessee and
showed us the Collinglonian newsletter,
which reported in an article by Edward
Behr, "Collington’'s much-admired
bluebirds have evidently won this year's
battle against their arch-enemy--the House
Sparrows. A new strategy was adopled
this year in the eftort to end the sparrow's
lethat invasions of bluebird nests. New
nesting boxes were installed at several
sites outside the perimeter road, away
from the sparrows’ usual hangouts. The
biuebirds soon occupied some of these
new homes. Now the results are in,

thanks to Mary MacMartin, who oversaw
{Continued on page 115)
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The Perfect Thing

if | had to pick just one tune
To sing my whole life long,
Would | choose melancholy
Or a gay, sweet, simple song?

The compeser could be Mozan,
McCartney, Willie Nelson,
From classical 1o country
To set my feet in mction.

If asked to pick just one dress
To wear until | die,

Which color would becoms me,
A bright or pastel dye?

The fashion of the century,
To fit my shapely form.

The fiber cotton, knit or waal,
Summer ceol or winter warm.

Alas, it is too hard to choose
The perfect song and dress!

| dare not pick just one of each
And go without the rest!

How than, can our sweet bluebird, with
nc comment in the chacice,

Go through his life wilh perfect garb
And such hefitting voice?

| thrill at his familiar song,
Its sweet simplicity.

| never tire of the tune
This dear bird sings 1o me.

The blue robe is exquisite,
A hue of finery!

The Ultimate Designer
Dressed him impeccably!

Men yearn for perfect song and dress
Wae search the whole world through,
Perhaps wa feel our final choice

in time would never do.

S0 precious little bird of blue
When you return each spring,

Your song and dress should tell us
That love’s the perfect thing.

--Carol J. McDanief
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species ¢f bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Scciety is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior {over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Family $25; Sustaining $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Three year rates: Student and
Senior $28.50; Regular $42.00. Add $2.00 per year for
Canada and Mexico and $3.00 per year for other
countries (surface mail). U.S. funds only, please.
Amounts over $6.00 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295





