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Ron Kingston, Charlottesville, Virginia--Individual Award

Ron Kingston has been an avid bluebirder for many years.

He served on the NABS Board of Directors for five years. and has been Chairman of
the Speakers’ Bureau for six years. He has written numerous articles for Siafia, and has
established five iralls. He also has put cut special boxes for Great Crested Flycatchers.

Lending a hand to others in the cause of bluebird conservation has been an on-going
form of dedication. Ron has worked with a Boy Scout on his Eagle Award; he has also
given programs to garden clubs, retirement homes, nature centers, 4-H clubs, and in state
parks. He has done research on predator-proofing boxes (snake and raccoon) and has
shared results in published form. He has enjoyed giving programs 1o follow workers in
the Suitland Maryland Federal Complex, and he had the first successful bluebird nesting
recorded inside the Washington, D.C. area beltway.

The Dahlem Environmental Center, Jackson, Michigan--Group Award

The Danlem Environmental Center is a satellite facility of Jackson Community Cellege,
Jackson, Michigan. It operates under an independent budget which now exceeds $250,000,
and has more than 900 memberships. Although there are more than 2,000 panicipating
members, the Center has only two full-time employees. The Center annually serves over
30,000 people, In its first year of managing a bluebird trail, 150 blusbirds were fledged from
its 600 boxes which were put out by groups such as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Camp Fire
Girls, Cub Scouts and 4-Hers who were looking for a conservation project. Today, as a
result of a "nest box netwark” set up in the county by bluebirders at Dahlern, 800 to 900
bluebirds are fledged each year.

Kevin McCurdy, Fort Sill, Oklahoma--Certificate of Appreclation

Kevin McCurdy is in the Natural Resources Division at the army base in Fort Sill,
Oklanoma. As a trained wildlife biclogist he takes advantage of opportunities to raise
awareness about bluebirds, as well as wildlife in general.

He has enjoyed working with Girl Scouts and students in elementary schoals in helping
them to establish bluebird trails and 1o learn monitering techniques. He expands on the
cavity nester theme by taking a Wood Duck box to his programs; he also inspires children
by telling them about the native plants and animals in that part of Oklahoma. Kevin is a
member of NABS Speakers’ Bureau. |

Photograph by Myrna Pearman.

A Certificale of Appreciation held by President Charlotte Jernigan was given to Kevin
McCurdy, Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of s membership Bluebird Express
should become a forum tor all who are
mterested 1n communicating (herr icleas
and actions concermng bluebird conser
vation We will attempt to publish a vide
range of views 10 a responsible manner.
Keep your letters corming!

Dear Mrs. Mary D. Janelalos:

| would like to thank the North
American 8luebird Socisty for their
genercus student research grant for my
project investigating cavity nesting bird
abundance in salvage-logged and uncut
burns. This is an issue that desperately
needs furiher investigation. As you may
know, the federal government is working
on a bill that would mandate higher levels
of salvage-logging on all national forest
land. Here in Montana, our own legislature
has recently passed a bill which would
exempt all salvage-logging operations
from environmental assessments.

Almost nothing is known about the
potential impact of salvage-fogging an
cavity nesting hirds. | hope my project will
shed some light on this much needed
area of research. Thank you again for
your generous support.

Susan M. Hitchcox

The University of Montana
Division of Biolagical Sciences
mMissoula, MT 59812

Dear Editor:

! have built approximalely 200 houses
over the last few years. You may be
interested in some features of my houses:

1. | nolch the bottom and lower the
front for air circulation.

2. | hinge the front on nails and hoid it
in place with double-headed nails.

3. T use 3/4 inch galvanized conduit for
mounting and, if necessary, add one
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gallon milk jugs 1o restrict squirrels from
climbing t¢ the house.

In our area we are blessed with many
birds but too few houses in desirable
lacations.

Don Adams
116 SE 20th St
Long Beach, NC 28465

Dear Editor:;

I've read with considerable interest the
various comparisons between nest box
use in the East, especially with the box
that has been developed by Frank Zuern,
as it compared to lne Peterson nest box.
Several people who have visiled my area
from Minnesota and Wisconsin have
brought Peterson nest boxes out here for
us to try. They immediately filled with
starlings and in two cases at the expense
of a dead female Western Bluebird. We
replaced the front of those Peterson
boxes with a drilled 1 9/16 inch opening.
This eliminated the starlings but also
eliminated the attempls by bluebirds o
use them.

Tests in Alberta, Montana, and Nevada
with farge numbers of npest boxes have
found that both Mountain and Western
Bluebirds prefer large nest box openings.
Nest boxes drilled at 1 5/8 inch were very
guickly occupied by bluebirds, However,
these had to be cut back to 1 9/16 inch in
order 1o eliminate starlings. My thought
would be that if you compare Pelerson
nest boxes with any of the standard boxes
and a 1 9/16 inch opening, you will see
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little if any difference in the usage of the

boxes. | think the difference in occupancy

rates that you're seeing with the Peterson

nest box is simply that there is more room

in that opening for themto get in which
the birds really desire.

Art Aylesworth

P.0.Box 794

Ronan, MT 59864

Dear Editor:
In the fall of 1994 when cleaning my
bluebird boxes, | collected a dozen

blowfly larvae and kept them in a sealed
jar. They hatched into flies later in 1he fall
and these laid eggs in circular clusters on
the sides of the jar. The eggs did not
hatch.

It occurred to me that blowflies might
tay eggs on the sides of the nest boxes
rather than in the nesting materiai. This
spring, 1995, | checked my boxes on a
cold day in March before the birds had
begun nest building and found that
blowflies (now | could identify ihem)
clustered in the corners of the nesting
boxes, on lhe ceilings and floors.

I'm against using pesticides and hit on
the idea of using a small BernzOmalic
blow torch available at any hardware
slore.

On another cold day when the flies
were semi-paralyzed, | was able 1o quickly
and cleanly tum them io ash and also to
scorch the inside, top, and bottom of the
box where they might have laid ecgs. This
summer | will see if the number of larvae
have been reduced.

Having written this, | see that it sounds
quite gruesome and heartless, paricularly
if one cares about blowflies, but | assure
you it was quick, seemingly painless and
left the boxes cleansed. | recammend it to
others, just don't catch the box on fire.

Dave Brooks
Poverty Hollow Road
Redding, CT 06896

Dear Editor:

By now you probably know what has
been happening out here regarding the
California Bluebird Recovery Program.

| have wvolunieered to be a county
coordinator for Kern County, one of the
largest in California. | hope | can fulfill the
mission.
| will be doing a field trip for our local
historical society, the same people i did a
slide program for at their monthly meeting.
The field trip will be at The Nature
Conservancy here in the Kern River
Vailey, where | have one of my bluebird
trails.
John Boice
P.O. Box 126
Badfish, CA 93205

The Summer 1994 jssue of Wisconsin Bluebird
contained lefters  from Dorene  Scriven
{(Minnesofa Biuebird Recovery Program) and
Del Parkinson (Bluebird Restoration Association
of Wisconsin-BRAW) both highly supportive of
Steve Gilbertson’s PVC box as having
advantages and bluebird receplivity equal to
that of the Pelerson box. lts waxed mounting
post of electrical conduit is especially effective
against raccoon predafion. A copy of those
lefters was received with a lefter from which the
folfowing is extracled:

| am very pleased to see the PVC
bluebird houses finalty getting some much
deserved recognition. | tried to promote
them several years ago with no success
at all. Some BRAW members said they
were too cold or too hot or House
Sparrows were too smart to use them!

| have been using several PVC bluebird
houses and plastic jugs with good results
on my bluebird trails and House Sparrows
rarely use them, so the bluebirds and Tree
Swallows don’'t have to fight for a nesting
box, and sparrows don't kill the nesting
females for the houses. Mounted on a
waxed 1 inch conduit pipe we do not
have any raccoon problems.

Box builders at the Beaver Dam Senior
Citizens Center are also trying out putting
a plastic front on the Peterson, Hill Lake,
and Frank Zuern wooden houses to
possibly deter the House Sparrow from
using them. We will let you know how
they turn out.

Con Kopff
N7426 Edgewater Dr.
Beaver Dam, W) 53816
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

"After all these years of trying to get
bluebirds to nest in my nest box, why do
| have to have Peytonn Place when they
de? | think these bluebirds need a divorce
or something!" Linda Allshouse of Mt
Airy, MD, was calling NABS with her sad
story.

it seems that early in the spring a rather
large female bluebird appeared to accept
the nest box on the deck outside Linda’'s
kitchen. The fernale built a large nest; the
male was not seen for many days. The
female waited...and waited. Then the male
came back with a new femaie, who was
markedly smaller than the other one. The
first female divebombed the pair, and
then, after a day or two, she left. Linda's
question to me: "What should | do?" This
scenaric was one | had never
encountered. | suggested she just observe
what went on--and let me know the latest
episode in “The Bluebirds of Feyton
Piace."

Janet Miller of Castro Valley, CA,
wrote to say: "Had a joyous beginning to
this year. On January 1st and 2nd had a
flock of Western Bluebirds visit for the first
time. They ate pyracantha & feasted, as
did a visiting flock of robins.”

Things really look good for Western
Bluebirds, as we also heard from
Pleasonton, CA, when nine students from
Polly Wolfe's second grade class from
Carden West Schocl each wrote a nole
asking for "blueprints” for the bluebird nest
boxes. "Although we all wrote letters," said
the teacher, "We need just one set of
plans.” Anothet teacher, Bill Watkins of
Bourbon, MO, told of his fourth grade
class’'s efforts on behalf of the Missouri
state bird: Sialia siafis. "My fourth grade
classes have made 30 nesting boxes for
the past five years. Each student gets to
take a box home. We give the rest away.
We estimate that we've helped increase
the bluebird population in our area by
700-1,200 birds in the last five years”
Great work, Bill--and thanks for joining
NABS!
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Ever since the Ranger Rick Magazine's
February 1995 article, ‘"Wow! More
Bluebirds we have heard from many
children. Among these was Megan
Poliack of Seldovia, AK, who drew a flock
of bluebirds on one sheet of paper
accompanying her note" "Please send me
your plans for a bird house.”

Wesley and Ruth Logsdon of
Rushville, IL, described checking their
biuebird frail boxes together for about
eight years. When Wesley broke his hip in
January 1994, Ruth offered to take over
uniess "she saw a snake which she didn't
but late in the nesting season she got into
chiggers which were worse!" That's real
bluebird devotion, Ruth. Herg's hoping
bluebird success blesses your heroic
efforts!

From Jewett, IL, came a letter from
Evelyn Clark. "A friend loaned me a
couple of your quarterly journals. |
enjoyed reading them so much, | would
like to subscribe and receive them myseif.
We are trying to establish bluebirds near
our country home.”

Sarah Hughston, of Cataula, GA, was
grateful for the reminder about her “dues”
being due. "l got 50 excited this morning
when | locoked out the window and saw
about six pairs of bluebirds in the yard."

Bluebirds Over Georgia surely keeps
tabs on the Georgia bluebirds. Tip and
Betty Goza of Lilburn, GA, sent a pholo
of themselves at the opening day at
Tribble Mill Park in Grayson, GA. Yes,
Betty, we did like your [bluebird themsg]
sweatshints and caps.

From Dover, NH, Jim Veinote wrote
asking for cur "blueprint” for a house on a
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pole. "Neither my wife nor | have ever
knowingly seen a live bluebird. For many
years we've been quite successful at
attracting songbirds. Now we're ready to
put up, an city property, six houses which
we can easily maintain." You certainly
have the right idea, Jim--be sure 1o
maintain the boxes you put out.

Edward MacDowell, of Old Greenwich,
CT, wrote as he sent for a membership:
"For years my wife and | have eagerly
watchaed biuebirds nest at our Berkshire
summer hcuse. Qur children and
grandchildren share the life cycles of our
favorite bird also. In the mid '80's, ons of
our sons built and installed bluebird
houses in lower Fairfield County (CT) as
his Eagle Scout project. This especially
pleased his grandmother (my mother)
who started us in biuebirding in ths '60's,
and who still monitors the two biuebird
houses sha has a her Pawling, NY
home."

Wendy Beaver of Middlebury Center,
PA, wrote of her son Jonathan, 8, who
took over the care and maintenance of 94
nest boxas, Quite a lot for a youngster--
he will alsa be giving a bluebird
presentation as part of an enrichment
program for gifted children. He'll be the
bluebird's youngest hero!

It was a trip to the breathtakingly
beautiful Longwood Gardens in Kennett
Square, PA, which sparked the interest of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Homovich of
Catonsville, MD. They hope to attract
bluebirds by putting out & nesting box,
You just might do so, Charles, cecause
Sister Barbara Ann of All Saints Convent,
alse in  Catonsville, has befriended
bluebirds in that area for many a year.

Credit for being a bluebird supporter
also is due to veteran blugbirder Fred
Sahl, retired colonel of the U.S. Air Force,
now of Church Road, VA. Fred has
spearheaded bluebird conservation
through his Ruritan Club, and recently
reported, "We sold 600 boxes in February
like nothing! Couldnt keep the boxes in
stock in only a total of four Ukrop
Supermarksts. | can sell all the boxes our
club can make. I'm going to try to
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increase our production capacity by
bringing more Ruritan Clubs into our
program. The sale of biuebird boxes has
also been a financial bonanza for our
club." Couid Fred's Ruritan Club be the
one referred to by Silas Young of
Stafford, VA, who reported that his club
built 500 nest boxes mainly from lumber
"off of old buildings.” We hopes il isn’t
Silas's tast year as he claims he'll be 87
on July 1. Happy bithday, Silas, and
many happy returns!

On a nearby .S, government property,
the home of Harry Diamond Laboratories,
Bob Wardwell, grounds supervisor, gave
a bluebird talk on the 25th anniversary of
Earth Day Bob has worked with a local
Girl Scout troop and a Boy Scout troop,
and accepted the boxes those groups
made for installation on his trail.

As Dbluebirds are busy nesting, a
noteworthy veteran bluebirdsr will surely
be missed. Florence Germond of
Millbrock, NY, passed away in the fall of
1994. Deascribed by her granddaughter
Merrilee in a joyful way, Florence's loving
pature and love of nature shine through.
‘Before it was popular to ce a naturafist
and conservationist she was. Almost
single-handedly, she brought the biuebirds
[here] back for all to enjoy. |dentifying,
counting and caring for all birds was a
large part of her life. She taught many
many others her love and caring of all
living things. A walk in the woods, a stroll
on the seashore was an adventure, with
her along to point out the wonder and joy
sha fell.”

"Rejeice, rejoice, and be exceedingly
glad for great is your reward in heaven.®

We were saddened to learn of the
severa injuries sustained by Marlys Hjon,
wife of board member Dick Hjon
(Minnesota) at thne Michigan Bluebird
Festival in early March. We join in wishing
her & speedy recovery so that she will be
helping bluebirds again soon. If NABS
members would like to drop her a line,
write to 9571-270th St., N; Chisago Citv.
MN 55013, |
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Summer Blues

To those who seem always to be blue
They come s0 brightly just to cheer you.

Who are these happy and fine feathered friends,

Who hang around the fencerow and pause at the ends?
Some often venture to the telephone wire,

Their bright orange necks shining like fire.

Because of canservation they are coming back,
Sad is this nation when their numbers lack.

When the marigolds and salvia stan blooming,

On the clothesline post the mockingbird is looming.
But not to worry for there are also bluebirds,

Their beauty and charm is too much for words.

Of course, there is not one kind to say the least,
Our Bluebird is found mostly in the East.

When summenime comes and sticks to you,
Remember not to waorry,

For with it comes a sweet flight of blue,
Which will cheer you in a hurry.

For all who love Bluebirds like Dr. Zeleny,
This song brings with it an encouraging meaning.

--W. Brian Brown

{BOOSTERS--Continued from inside back cover}

Jim & Lee Amigh

R.D. Asdourian

Jim & Ann Auer

Noel & Pat Austin

Fred Baker

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Barnett
John Baxler

Bill & Veda Beck

Mrs. Rena H. Bishop

Mrs, David Brower

Dr. & Mrs. Juan A Brown
Buffale Wooed, Inc.

Mrs. Sara S. Capps
Richard and Nancy Cole Family
Margaret Culpepper Family
Phillip Davidson Family
Jimmy S. Doyle

Joseph Eiland

George Elkins

Mrs. Dennis  Elter

Warren & Shirley Engslrom
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Mr. & Mrs. Roy Esteven
Slephen G. Evseeff
Marion Frank

Ted W. Hahn Family
Ann Haiman

Mike Eleanor Haimsohn
R.S. & A. Harris
Andrew J, Hartley

Dave & Linda Heinz
Dave & Mary Hofer
Fleyd & Mary Huber

Mr, & Mrs. Dale Humiston
JW. Hunt, Jr.

Eleanor & Lynn Hurst
Paul Jung

J. Kyle

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Leers
Uvornne R. McClelland
Wesley McClung

Ken Marcus

Charles & Mary Mason

The Miller VanHorn Family
Tom Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Mueller
Robert M. Niebuhr

Carol Nerman

Margaret E. Owens

John A. Patlon

Tim L. Pickle, Il Family

Gary J. Pile

Maurice & Amy Polivka Farnily
Pottstown Garden Club

Chuck & Gecrgia Russo

Hugh Erik Schuckman
Minneliese Shriver

Donald Simenson

Ralph & Jean Smilh

David & Patli Spatcher
Robert Teetshorn Paige Winebarber
Wade H. Tysinger

Edna Wilson Family
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Life Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W, Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files
Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes
Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehrl
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr
Lorne Scott

Sarkis Acopian

Western Bluebird

Jay & Linnet Botkin
Dr. & Mrs, Thomas Boschen

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Andrew P. Beasley
USPA/Don Beck

Bruce Becker

Mrs. Constance Benson
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Sarah S. Braunwell
HRobert J. Brown

Lylia Bryant

Peg Bumms

G.R. Coock

Charlotte Corkran

Amy A, Cox

Myrile |. Dickey
Barbara G. Donaldson
Harry Eichbaum

Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Donald G. Engesser
Steve & Cheryl Eno
Elwood L. Fisher

Pat Givens

Ms. Vivian Glenn
George N. Grant

Miss Georgia Hariton
Mr. & Mrs, George Harmon
Mrs. R.L. Ireland, Il
Pamela Isdelle

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr,
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Edwin Joseph

Pauline R. Kasserman
Mrs. Olive M. Kemp
Joan Lane

Aletha J. Lindstrom

Mrs. F. Leslie Long
Dwight E. Lowell

Mrs. George Luce

Steve Mahler

Marie H. Mausteller
Richard McGovern
Daniel McGuiness

Bruce McNaughton
Karen S. Metz

Mohican Cutdoor School
Susan C. Monteith
Maxine Montgomery
Nancy Ohme

David B. Oliver, Il

Roger Peloquin

Trish Quintenz
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Ruritan Club

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Schier
Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Stanley D. Silsby

Susan L. Sloan

Kay Smith

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, (Il
Betty Sue Taylor

Chris Thoma

Mary Trewartha

James P. Walters

Nancy Weber

Sue Wells

We Pia Gah Camp Fire
Wills Point Wilderness Society
Wilson-Hebron Ford Ruritan
Mark E. Winslow

Fledgling

John F. Adams, Jr.
David Alpert, M.D.
Augusta Bird Club
Nancy Baron

H.J. Blair

Judy Bland

Robert P. Bodine
Coburn Britton
Edward R. Bucklin
Mr. Lynn Burket
Todd & Deb Burrus
Chemical Bank

Hank & Joyce Coleman
Mary L. Contakos
G.R. Cook

Mrs. R.R. Cravens
Kristine Crutch
Robert T.H. Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Susan A. Fisher Family
Jacqueline S. Fonticella
The Forest Garden Club
Dee & Odell Friar

Linda R. Gilchrist

Gail Hall

Betty Harmon Family
Gerald L. Hartley

Dana L. Heisey

James R. Hood Family
Charles & Jan Huthmacher
Barbara R. lrwin

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen

Ron E. Kingston

Cathryn H. Kurtagh
George & Michele Laiacona
Joan Lane

Robert J. Lavell

Barbara Mandot
Jacgueline McCarter
Barbara Moore

Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
P.P. Olson

Martha & Lou Pacilio
Victor Pastor

S.J. Purtell

Trish Quintenz

Mark & Jean Raabe
Catherine Reno

Roger E. Roberts

The Ross Grange
Jacqueline Russell

Ernest R. Ruterman
Cynthia L. Saltzman
Chester G. Schmidt

Robert A. Schoentag, M.D.
Doug & Gretchen C. Scott
William E. Sefler

John W. Skeoglund

Dr. & Mrs. Lester Stephens
Don Studdard

Dick & Linda Taylor
Thomas A. Temple, Jr.
Ruth C. Tevis

Cheryl Smith Tolley

Trowel & Trellis Garden Club
James & Kathieen Turner
Susan F.C. Well

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.

Dr. & Mrs. Rebert Williams
Robert H. Williams
Woodbury Women Club
Jeannie Wright

Suzanne Wybraniec

S.K. Young

Nestling

Jeroms K. Adler
Mr. & Mrs. Don P. Altholz

{Continued on page 120}



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary cbjective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senlor (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Family $25; Sustalning $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Add $2.00 per year for Canada
and Mexico and $3.00 per year for other countries
(surface mall). U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over
$6.00 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295





