





2 1/2 feet above ground level on up to
the floor of the bird house. | hate to do
this to a pet cat, but | doubt if he will
land on those barbs more than once or
twice. The barbed wire could, of
course, be dangerous if there were
small children playing around near it.”

A truly impressive report in very
few words with a request for NABS
membership came from Chris and Art
Schroder of Mekinock, ND: “We moni-
tored 250 bluebird boxes this [past]
summer." Andrew Aiken may be repre-
sentative of an improving U.S. econ-
omy. He had not renewed for several
years, but now can re-join. “I truly en-
joyed the Sialia journal for its informa-
tion and interesting stories about the
beautiful bluebird which I truly love. |
am devoted to helping this little bird. |
have maintained nesting boxes in my
backyard for many years and have got
family and friends involved in the
effort. | am currently building boxes
from plans | received when | was a
member, to sell to others to get them
involved also.”

Mr. & Mrs. Lurton Gesell of Con-
nersville, IN reported giving ““the story
[of how to help bluebirds] to several
groups and have more coming up....
Found out from the autumn quarterly
(13[4]:137) that we only live about 15
miles from the Michael Matherly of
Cambridge, IN who painted the East-
ern Bluebird for the U.S. Postal Service.
Have contacted him on the phone.”

Anocther renewal note from Anton
Berg of Long Grove, IL reported, “We
had bluebirds nest in our yard this year
for the first time in 30 years!™

Long-time NABS member Gary
Martin of Fortson, GA enlightened us
about his contacts with former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter and Rosalyn Carter.
Gary had presented them with blue-
bird nest boxes several years back.
Now | have read that President and
Mrs. Carter benefit needy people by
personally helping to build homes
through their project, Habitat for
Humanity. Bravo for them with a much-
needed project!

Ed Ocenasek of Lewistown, MT
reported back in the spring that Lewis-
town’s elementary school students
voted overwhelmingly in favor of mak-
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ing the bluebird the city’s official bird.
The Lewistown City Council concurred.
Bird activist Ocenasek was delighted
for he was the driving force behind the
choice.

When Al Drollett of Weymouth,
MA called NABS, | answered and dis-
covered that Al had photographed
bluebirds in such an arrestingly beau-
tiful way that his snapshots took two
honorable mentions in a wide-reaching
competition. At that time they were
still hanging in the Cranberry Bogs—
Plimpton Pond Meadows area, at a
table for bluebirds.

Member Susan Menteith of Vi-
dette, GA called to tell us she had
stayed home from work just to care for
her bluebird pair who had lost a brood
of young to a predator. Susan ended up
catching three snakes and snake-
proofing her nest box with hardware
cloth.

Bundy H. Boit of Penobscot, ME
described a wonderful experience rais-
ing five orphaned bluebirds and how
they bonded with the parents of a
brood still in the nest. Keith Kaiser of
Bremen, IN wrote that his saga of the
bluebirds started last spring when a
pair of bluebirds tried to enter a wren
house. “l took an old wren house, made
the hole 1 1/2 inches, and they went
right in.” I'll bet he would not have had
the same result if any House Wrens
had been in the area!

Robert Rager of Rockford, OH
annually migrates with his wife, Lois,
to Florida. He wrote to NABS in the
spring of 1992. “Last year | cleaned all
my boxes during the last part of Oc-
tober. Did see bluebirds in the area up
to November 10th, departure date.
Upon our return the middle of March,
have had sightings daily...Have 35
nests in 125 boxes, 21 of those nests
have 84 eggs so it looks like a ban-
ner year...Have been told bluebirds
were seen in this area all winter for the
first time.” Now with the bluebirds
seen in Rockford all year round, will
the Rogers be seen in Rockford all
year round?

From Robert D. Williams, M.D. of
Markleville, IN came this heartening re-
port: “Every day is bluebird day for me!
On my 126 acre farm, totally dedicated
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to conservation of wildlife, there is a 52
box bluebird trail. | walk these hills
whistling the bluebird call, making my
counts, and helping keep me sane and
healthy. My desire is to introduce as
many people in Indiana to bluebirding
as possible. | am 71 years old but my
enthusiasm knows no time limit.”

Readers in the Ida, MI region
might consider this way to ease into
the upcoming holiday season: visit the
Matthes Evergreen Farm owned and
run by Wilbert and Peg Matthes. You
might not see a bluebird in winter on
their bluebird trail, but you might want
to have your picture taken on Santa’s
iap while he visits there at their annual
Christmas Tree Festival. It's held on
the weekend of Thanksgiving and
sounds like “fun for the whole family!”
They wrote that “last year were de-
lighted to have helped produce 60 blue-
birds, 20 House Wrens, and 17 Tree
Swallows. Our 60 houses were scat-
tered over our three Christmas tree
plantations. We checked each house
weekly and charted the progress using
our farm map and numbered boxes.
This season we will have about 80
houses up.”

For the rest of us who can't make
it to Michigan, may you have a happy
holiday season with Christmas blue-
birds you see or you dream about! 1

(EXPRESS—Continued from page 155)

her friend to go and verify this. They
Just called me this morning and had

been out and verified that it is an East-
ern Bluebird.

The interesting part of this is that
this bird is within 100 miles of where
there are Western Bluebirds and it's
more than 300 miles farther west than
they've ever been reported before in
this state. | thought it was so interest-
ing because those Eastern Bluebirds
are so much smaller than those big old
male Mountain Bluebirds that we had
been looking at all day. There was just
no comparison. Art Aylesworth

P.O. Box 794
Reonan, MT 59864

(HELPERS—Continued from page 144)

out that it was a female. The male
was present also. | kept checking
back on all their whereabouts to
make sure of my count. Absolute-
ly, four adults and all were feeding
the four young. Since then I've
seen the male and three females
all perched together on the utility
wire above my small meadow.

| have heard of helpers at a
nest, but this was my first exper-
ience in observing this behavior.
The young are now close to fledg-
ing any day and I'll continue my
watch., As far as I'm concerned,
with bluebirds, the more the
merrier! |
6000 McClure Rd.
Fairburn, GA 30213
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NABS SLIDE SHOW

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). If a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price,

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the following ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6285, Silver
Spring, MD 20918-6295. Please allow a
month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.
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Bluebirds Came By

Bluebirds came by this morning,

As leaves were falling down—

They seemed to say, we're here to play
In our houses wooden and brown.

Bluebirds came by this morning

As snowflakes began to fall—

They seemed to say, we'd love to stay
In our houses cozy and small.

Bluebirds came by this morning

As springtime blossomed anew-
They seemed to say, it's time to build
A nest for our eggs of blue.

Bluebirds came by this morning

Singing their soft, sweet song=

They seemed to say, thank you dear friend
for helping us all year long!

Frances Sawyer

Bed-Maker

Yesterday

| saw you come and go, ceaselessly
bringing to your nesting box
twig, grass, pine needles, string—
soft things
to make ready soft nursery.

| peeked inside and wondered at your skill.
Who taught you, bluebird,

how to make that wondrous bed?

Marion Maxson

(BOOSTERS—Continued from inside back cover)

Mr. & Mrs. V. Rodeberg Mary Clark Stambaugh Robert H. Williams
Julius Rosenwald, Il Dr. Lester D. Stephens Ruth Wills

Jacqueline Russell Margaret R. Stewart Frank M. Winston
Todd Ryker Richard & Linda Taylor Fred & Jean Wishneski
Frank B. Schley, Jr., M.D. Robert Teetshorn William Woodworth
Robert A. Schoentag, M.D. Van Thompson Jeannie Wright

Gretchen N. Schwartz
Gretchen C. Scott
Carol & Fred Seiler
Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
Yvonne G. Shore
JohnW. Skoogiund
Mrs. Susan L. Sloan
Margie & Martin Smith
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David L. Tobias, Jr.
James & Kathleen Turner

Lorraine D. Watkins Nestling

Sue Waells

Frederick H. Wendte John E. Adams

Barbara Whitney Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Knapp
Richard Wilcox Mrs. Constance MacCracken
Mrs. James L, Williams Alden E. Smith
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Life Members

Stan Bleszinski
Lillian Lund Files
Mrs. irene S, Frantz
Clark W. Hart
Charlotte Jernigan
Kelth Kridler

Dr. Eugene |. Majerowlicz
Barbara L. Matlock
Laura Nielsen
Katreina Renouf
John H. Rogers
Lawrence Zeleny

Mountain Bluebird

Roberl M. Collins

J.D. Farr

Donna R. Hagerman
Elizabeth A. Hall
Duncan J. Mackintosh

Western Bluebird
Ruth C. Tevis
Eastern Bluebird

The Accokeek Foundation
Sarkis Acopian

John F. Adams, Jr.

Roberi E, Ahearn, M.D.
Eugene A. Armstrong
Robert H. Batchelor
James & Donna Beers
Judy Bland

Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaft
William J. Broussard, M.D.
J. William Bruner

Lyiia Bryant

Edward R. Bucklin

Mrs. G. Lloyd Bunting
Gary E. Calia

Mrs. William Hoke Camp, Jr.
Doris Casper

Coveside Conservation Products
Joyce & Joseph Coyne
Alma M. Crass

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Crowell
Mickey Dalten

Sophie Dangtran

June Dunn Davis

Eustis Dearborn

Bruno DePalma

Mrs. Leslie Douglas
Downing Ruritan Club
Haskell Duncan

Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Eisenhart
Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Douglas Fiocd

Eric R. Friedline

Melvin H. Gesink

Pat Givens

Patricia Graham

Dr. Roberta Gray

Guilford Garden Club

T.E. Gurley

Mrs. Edwina Flahn

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Ramona Harder

Miss Georgia Hariton

L. Edward Haws, Jr,
Bryan C. Hebbeler
International Business Machines
Gerald L. Inman
Kenneth W. Jaccbs, Jr.
Mary D. Janetatos
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Pauline R. Kasserman
Mrs. Sandra J. Kerr
John & Linda Knowlton
Robert & Grace Kocher
Mrs. Charles Kopfer
Leland D. Krape

Faye Kraus

John D. Lackey

Mr. & Mrs, H.R. Lampshire
Joan Lane

Richard Leatherman

Mr. William 8. Leslie
Walter M. Little

Mrs. George Luce

Kay MacNeil

John §. McCall

Conn M. McGonnell
Richard McGovern

Mrs. Betty Mcllwain
Bruce McNaughton
James P. Massie, Jr.
Eimer Mellen

Mr. & Mrs. Don Merryman
Royal M. Montgomery, M.D.
Col. Robert W. Newton
David B. Oliver, Il
Kathleen Otto

Martha & Lou Pacilio
Nancy & John Pearson
Gordon Peden

Roger Peloguin

Perfect Seedbed Co,

Bill Ratliff

Catherine Reno
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Jeff Sadler

Chester G. Schmidt
Dorene H. Scriven
Winnie & Bob Smith

Pat Soehnlen

Mrs. Susan Stathes
Harvey B. Stickiey

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Stokes
James & Kathleen Turner
Chris Thoma

Paula VanNatta

Diana Wege

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.
Robert D. Williams, M.D.
Ruth Wills

Michael Cwen Willson
Tom Zorn

Fledgling

Mrs. Shirley Adams
Donald F. Anderscn
John F. Anderson
Terry Andrews

Sonius Manus Austin
Brenda Baldwin

Mrs. Henry N. Barkhausen
Mrs. Nancy Baron

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Charlene Bofinger
George Boos

M.T. Brace

Dr. Robert J. Bradley
Coburn Britton

Robert J. Brown

Deb Burrus

Bruce Carlson

Eclesia J. Cestone
Martha Chestem

Mrs. Dwight Collmus

Mrs. Diane T. Desibur
Andre Dion

Ann Donaldson

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Jacgueline S, Fonticella
Forest Garden Club

Mr. & Mrs. K.H. Freeman
Dee Friar

M.A. Garth

GFWC Berwyn Woman Club
Linda R. Gilchrist

B.A. Goggans

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Gerald L. Hartley

Warren F. Havens

Dana L, Heisey

Mrs. Arthur A, Houghton, Jr,
H.E. Hosley, lil

Charles Huthmacher

Mrs. R.L. Ireland, I
Barbara R. Irwin

Pamela Isdeil

Mrs. R.M. Jespersen
Langley Kenzie

Virginia C. Kost

Frank H. Krull

Dorothy A. Lamoureux
Mildred E. Lanford

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Aletha J. Lindstrom
William Logan

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Dwight E. Lowell

Neal Lowen

Ida V. Loyd

J. McMamara McCarthy
Amy R. Mitchell

Bruce Moore

Barbara Moore

Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
Sue Holly Newman

Nancy A, Noble

P.P. Qlson

Mrs. George P. O'Neil
George P. O'Neil

Harry B. O’Rear

Lee & Carol Palmer

Laura Rainero

Gayle C. Reddick

Roger E. Roberts

Col. W.R. Robertson
(Continued on page 160)



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Famlly $25; Sustaining $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Add $2.00 per year for Canada
and Mexico and $3.00 per year for other countries
(surface malil). U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over
$6.00 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 62985

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295





