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Wilkes County School Bluebird Project

Charles A. Mauldin

The first of May was my last day
of scheool for this vear. | started in Feb-
ruary and worked as a volunteer with
nine classes in five rural Wilkes Coun-
ty (NC)elementary schools (grades 4-6).

I usually did a 50-60 minute pres-
entation Monday through Wednesday
using pictures, nests, feeders, etc., tor
props. On Thursday | showed slides
tsome of my own as well as some of
the NABS bluebird slides and some
purchased from Cornell University). On
Friday we constructed bluebird boxes
from pre-cut parts. On hox-building day
attendance was usually high because
the children looked forward to build-
ing a bird house and taking it home.

To begin my project | cut down
three large pines on my farm {it’s a cer-
tified tree farm) for lumber to build the
bluebird boxes at no cost to the stu-
dents. After getting the wood sawed, |

cut out many of the parts myself and
got help from the agriculture class at
East Wilkes High School.

Work on the boxes began during
the first period; it took about four to
five hours for everyone to get his box
made. To build the houses | trained
three children {selected by the teacher)
to be my helpers by showing them how
to build their own boxes. Each helper,
with my assistance, worked with one
child at a time. As each student fin-
ished he or she carried his box to the
classroom and sent another child out
tothe work area.

At four of the schools we put up one
to three boxes on the grounds. The
nine classes totaled 235 children (each
of their teachers and principals also
got a box). | also gave several boxes 10
teachers or other interested staff mem.
bers ateach school.

Photegraph by Jan Gllilam

Charles Mauldin oversees sixth grade students at Roaring River Elementary School

as they build bluebird boxes.
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we moved on, | placed the bird on a
limb and told them the parent birds
would tend to it for a few days,

Walking back to the classroom we
identified grackles by their tilted tails
as they flew. For a finale, a mocking-
bird atop a utility pole sang for us.

SCENE TWO began on the third
day when we put up a bluebird box
about noon. Before leaving school
some children told me that bluebirds
were on the box. | let them know | was
pleased, but | had my doubts until the
next morning when, as | was parking
my car, | saw two bluebirds at the box.

On the day scheduled for begin-
ning nest box construction, we set up
shop (two tables) outside about 100
feet from the bluebird box. During the
two days we built boxes, many of the
children observed the pair of bluebirds.
On occasion they flew to a large pine
about 50 feet from us where we could
identify the male and the female.

These children ought to become
enthusiastic bluebirders with a start
like this! =

Rt 1, Box 191
Roaring River, NC 28669

Sixth grade teacher Mrs. Nadine Anthony (third from left) and Charies Mauldin
help three sixth grade Roaring River Elementary School students build bluebird
boxes.

NABS SLIDE SHOW

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $55.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script (no slide tray). 'f a
cassette narration is desired add $5.00
to the purchase price.

Velume 12, Number 4

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the following ad-
dress: NABS Slides, Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20906-0295. Please allow a
month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates.
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Photographs by Ruth Gilchrist

John Lapin points to the metal guard he places over the entrance hole of boxes he
builds. It prevents squirrels from enlarging the opening.

859 eggs and 603 fledglings. In 1982 he
gave a 20 mile trail of 112 boxes to a
college professor to monitor for re-
search. He continued to rmonitor 185
boxes on his other trails. These fledged
364 bluebirds as well as 11 House
Wrens, 7 chickadees, and 110 Tree
Swallows.

At one local golf course he has
placed 23 boxes about 150 yards [137.1
m] apart. in 1989 only 34 eggs hatched
from 54 lald. Fifteen were destroyed by
wrens and sparrows. A lot of golfers
see these boxes and place orders for
them. The course manager is soO
pleased to have a bluebird trail that he
lets John use a golf cart to make the
weekly inspection rounds. Monitoring
all of his trails requires three days a
week. tn order to minimize insect prob-
lems in boxes, he uses diatomaceous
earth in the nesis after the nestlings
hatch.

In addition to the bluebird boxes
he builds, he aiso constructs martin,
Wood Duck, and kestrei boxes as well
as one-of-a-kind feeders. His basement

Volume 12, Number 4

workshop is full of finished and unfin-
ished boxes, generally made from
scrap lumber. Most are painted pale
blue and stamped with his name and
telephone number. He cuts out box
parts for Boy Scouts and others who
want to assemble their own. When the
weatlher breaks in late winter or early
spring, he chops locust posts which he
can quickly pound into the ground as a
support for a bluebird box. His side-
slide houses are easily attached to the
post with two 8 penny nails.

With the coming of spring he'll be
out monitoring his boxes and looking
for new areas in which to start trails. W

R.D #7,Box 76
New Castle, PA 16102
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along the highway where they appar-

ently build up high populations. | have

found them living in beer cans and
bottles.

Wayne H. Davis

University of Kentucky

Dept. of Zoalogy

Lexington, KY 40506-0225

Dear Editor:

Please send Siafia to my summer
place in Lindale, Texas. | have a
second family of bluebirds nesting in
one of my boxes, | see lots of bluehirds
here in Smith County, none in Dallas,
of course.

I shared my copy of Sialia with a
friend, Marge Flowers, who lives in
Garland, Texas. Bet you get a subscrip-
tion request from her!

Ms. Bennie Sexton
244 Hide-A-Way Lane E
Lindale, TX 75771

Dear Editor:

In the Spring 1990 edition (12(2):52)
in the nesting report article there was
an error. The article stated, “Another
Qhioan, J.P. Perkins from Conneaut,
had his second best year ever.” {Cor-
rect so far.) But, “With the help of his
friend Roger Redmond” should read
Floyd Litwiler, *'the two octogenarians
monitored 59 boxes....” All correct but
the name. | would appreciate it if this
were corrected in some future issue.

J.P. Perkins died 20 February 1990.

Mrs. J.P. Perkins
118 Grandview Ave.
Conneaut, OH 44030

Dear Editor:

Just a note of thanks for the help |
received this week from Bluebird
Trouble Shooter Ron Kingston of Char-
lottesville, Virginia. | was in a total
panic when House Sparrows invaded
our nest box of five ten-day-old nest-
lings. | called Ron, his wife contacted
him at work, and he got back to me
right away! He had some very good
ideas and saved the day, not to men-
tion my sanity. [t was so good to hear a
reassuring voice. He even called back
later to see how things were going.

Volume 12, Number 4

Thanks to NABS and special thanks
to Ron Kingston.

Lynda Blair

5112 Wenskydale

New Kent, VA 23124

Dear Editor:

Dr. Zeleny's reply to a guestion
about roosting bluehirds (11{4):133)
was a conservative number, “As many
as 14 bluebirds have been known to
crowd into one nesting box to keep
warm at night in severe weather.”

And more than that number on occa-
sion. His article in the June 1977 Na-
tional Geographic was illustrated with
16 Eastern Bluehirds in a log box in
sub-zero weather photographed from
above by Michael J. Smith. Not to be
outdone by Maryland bluebirds, our
Georgia weather produced a 17-hird
night. The four who found ne rcom to
enter the box took refuge in another
(see 8(3):107-109). One of our custom-
ers teils of 25 Eastern Bluebirds leav-
ing her Jarge box and lining up on the
fence where they were easily counted.

Looks like just any number may
roost together—if the night is cold
enough and the box will accommodate
them.

Laurance Sawyer
Rt. 1, Bluebird La.
Ringgold, GA 30736

Dear Editer:

At a recent nature group meeting we
had a discussion concerning the trap-
ping of problem sparrows. | mentioned
the availability of a number of different
types of traps that have been used suc-
cessfully, The one advertisement that |
have readily at hand is the following:

“Sparrow Trap: (Fly-in) or Wharton
Ground Trap (walk-in). Continuous-se-
lective-multi-catch-multi-entrance.
{Vinylciad or Galvanized.) Write or
phone. Order from J.A. Imbrogno, 22
Westmoreland Drive. Monessen, PA
15062. (412) 684-8118.”

Wesley E. Lanyon

Lamont Curator of Birds Emeritus
American Museum of Natural History
RD2Z, Box 219, Louisa, VA 23093
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the two days following distribution,
she and her hushand, John, received
106 phone calls! Enlisting the help of
fellow birder Judy Meeker of Mohnton,
they erected 66 bluebhird boxes. The
trail has now grown to 105 boxes at 45
sites. Chris is trying to preserve habi-
tat, so all the boxes are on private prop-
erty, mostly farmland. Formerly, Chris
was a bird rehabilitator but now con-
centrates on saving wiidlife habitat.
Her work has been recognized by the
Pennsylvania Game  Commission
which presented her with their Wildiife
Conservation Award in 1984. The blue-
birds need lots of people like that!

Some people are drawn to blue-
bird conservation through their own
observation of bluebirds. Mrs. R. Pea-
body of New Albany, IN, wrote about
seeing bluebirds as she and her hus-
band delivered newspapers along a
rural route. As the car moved swiftly
along the roadside, they became adept
at aiming the paper so that it slid eas-
ily into the newspaper tube; then off
they went to the next. When one news-
paper came falling back out, they dis-
covered a bluebird nestinside the tube.
Unthinking, they pulled out the nest—
only to find it rebuilt by the bluebirds
the next day. This made converts cut of
them; they fell in love with the hard-
working female and her beautiful mate
and are joining the bluebird conserva-
tion effort. As is Frank B. Schley, M.D.
of Columbus, GA, who heard of NABS®
continent-wide bluebird conservation
efforts through Audubon Workshog, of
Northbrook, IL. Dr. Schley described
his efforts to help the bluebirds and
how, by expanding these efforts, he
hopes that “children from our com-
munity will be able to see bluebirds
whenever they wish....”

Bill Lewis of Scarborough, On-
tario, has been working with bluebirds
for 30 years and reported seeing a con-
tinuous rise in their popuiation. Having
monitored 40 boxes in southern On-
tario, he said that 1989 was his best
year yet when “104 young bluebirds
flew from the 40 boxes.” Roland Dag-
well of [ndian River, MI, was not so
cheerful as he coped with pneumonia
and fou! weather in the spring of '90.
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He wanted to erect his 40 winter-built
crop of boxes and did find one woman
who would monitor a trail for two
months. He closed by saying, “Last
year we fledged 615 bluebirds, hut do
not lock for as successful a season in
1990.” We hope you're wrong this time,
Roland!

Veteran  bluebirder  Christine
Ammons of Union Mills, NC, explained
in a letter that she dcesn’t like to write
letters, then said she has two blue-
bird penpals: one in Ohio and one in
Pennsylvania. It must be bluebird
manial

Of the many notes and letters we
get, those describing the efforts of
young people are among the most en-
dearing to me. Recently, a great sheaf
of material came from $t. Francis Ele-
mentary School in Richmond, Quebec.
James Coburn, presumably one of the
sixth graders involved in their bluebird
project, wrote in his thank you note
(for NABS information sent at their re-
quest): “..we made 298 bluebird
houses and gave each family in the
school one. But you may not know that
we also gave each cne a copy of your
bluehird fact sheet.”

A poignant account of bluebirds
becoming a symbol of hope and conso-
lation was sent by Frankie Jean Dorsey
of Marietta, GA. She and her father to-
gether have been caring for her mother
who has been afflicted with Alzheim-
ers disease for about 10 years. After a
pair of bluebirds moved into a gift nest
box in her dad's front yard, they both
began to feel less sad and more enter-
tained by the antics of our banner bird.
Even her mother enjoyed the bluebirds.
Frankie Jean is now attempling to
spread the bluebird word around her
neighborhood. Now her own husband
has become interested. I have even
started a file on bluebirds,” she wrote.

Indeed, we all need a file on blue-
birds: bluebirds as rescued by Sister
Barbara Ann, bluebirds as aided by
Frances Ehlers, bluebirds as cherished
by us all as we praise God and thank
Him once again for this wonderful
world He has given us. May He also
give us the strength to practice effec-
tive conservation! i
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Life Members

Clark W. Hart
Charlotte Jernigan
Katrina Renouf

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

James R. Barker

Mrs. Nancy Baron
Dorothy A. Battle

Hans Beacham

James L. Beers

Anne Bent

Gary Black, Jr.

Bluebird Society of Bella Vista
Robert L. Bogle
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Mary T. Brown

Dr. Shirl Brunell

Marvin Garkhuff
Eclesia J. Ceslone
Jane C. Ghaplin

G.R. Cock

John G. Davidson

G. Dunn Davis

Mrs. Leslie Douglas
Patricia N. Dubois
Haskell Duncan

Donna L. Eden

Sallie A. Edwards

Peter & Theresa ElImendorf
Lillian Lund Files

Mrs. Betty G. Fisher
Douglas Flood
Jacqueline S. Fonticella
Barbara Fredricksen
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth H. Freeman
Tony Gailego

M.A. Garth

GFWC Berwyn Woman's Club, Inc.

Pat Givens

George N, Grant

Dr. Roberta Gray

Mrs. William S. Gray, Jr.
Gunsen Land Co.

T.E. Gurley

Phyllis M. Haeger
Donna R. Hagerman
Mrs. Sally C. Hall
Edmond M. Hayes
Bryan C. Hebbeler
Pattli Hickman

Karen Hollingsworth
Mr. & Mrs. J.L. Hultgren
wWilbut ©. Huth
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Charlotte Jernigan
Donald E, Jesiek
David M. Johnson
Pauiine R. Kasserman
Mrs. Charles Kopfer

F. Krull

Louise Kuerner

Joan Lane

M.W. Lewis IlI

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

A.T. Lindholm

J. Lint

Linda S. Litaker

Mrs. F. Leslie Long
Ms. Felicia Lovelett
C.N. Mason

Geoffrey & Lisa Marcus
Jane Matthews
Richard McGovern
Mrs. Betty Mcllwain
Bruce McNaughton
Maxine & Royal Montgomery
James G. Moak

Jeff Moats

Susan C. Monteith
David B. Qliver, |l
Joyce Parkin

Mrs. William A. Porter
Antonio J. Quezon
Mrs. Leland Rarnsdell
Catherine Reno

Dori Selene Rockefeiler
Mrs. Judith Rothman
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Mrs. Susan L. Sloan
Leona N. Smith
Barbara Snyder

Mrs. Palricia A. Soose
Nellie S. Sparrow
Francis Spaven

Dr. Lester D. Stephens
Martha R. Sullivan
Chris Thoma

Upstale New York Bluebird Society
Nancy Weber

Sue Wells

John Wenderoth
Lloyd Wilson

Barbara Wise
Suzanne Wybraniec
Lawrence Zeleny
Kale & Mark Zumbro

Western Bluebird

Barbara Moore

Fledgling

Denald F. Anderson
Arrow Wiring Contractors
Joyce A. Asbury

Augusta Bird Club

The Backyard Naturalist
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Bagley
Mrs. Robert Bainum
Brenda Baldwin

Mrs. Henry N. Barkhousen
Ms. Clara Berchtold

Judy Bland

George Boos

Sarah S. Braunwell

J. William Bruner

Alicia Campbell

Mrs. Betty L. Conner
Joyce & Joseph Coyne

G. Dunn Davis

Gloria J. Davis

Paul Detweller

Ann Donaldson

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Frances J. Ehlers

Mrs. lrene S, Frantz

Dee Friar

Bill Garner

M.A. Garth

Charles B. Grafton

Mr. & Mrs. George Harman
Vivian Harrell

Jane & George Hausch
Dana L. Heisey

Charles Huthmacher
Elizabeth A. Jones

Ron E. Kingston

Virginia C. Kost

Mr. & Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Anne Ledbetter

Mrs. William G. Lehrl

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Mrs. Edward Leroy

Mr. & Mrs. George Luce
Robert W. Maris

Mr. W.T. Mattison

Amy R. Mitchell

Marjorie Mountjoy
Kenneth M. Nagler

L.E. Nelson, Jr.
Dottie Nesmith
P.P. Olsen

Roger Peloquin

Linda D. Phillips

James H. Resau, Ph.D.
Don Rhodes

Rosemary Z. Rittler

Col. W.R. Robertson
Frank B. Schiey, Jr., M.D.
Dorene H. Scriven
William E. Sefler

Mrt. & Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Glenn H. Sikes

Myra E. Simpson

Pat Soehnlen

Mr. & Mrs. G.J. Tankersley
Van Thompson

Cheryl Smith Tolley
Sherry Ullius

Norman B. Wilcox
Robert D. Williams, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Wolt
Jeannie Wright

Nestling

Mrs. Michael F. Duncan
Tom Zorn
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