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Sialia means bluebirds. Hence the title of
this journal. Technically, sfalia is the
Latinized, neuter plural version of the Greek
word sialis, a noun meaning a “kind of
hird.” Since the Eastern Bluebird was the
first bluebird classified by Carolus Lin-
naeus (1707-1778), he gave it the species
name sialis, though he placed it in the
genus Motacitia which is now reserved for
the wagtails. It was  William Swainson
(1789-1855), who, in 1827, decided that the
bluebirds needed a genus of their own with-
in the thrush family (Turdidae). He selected
the generic name Sialia which he simply
adapted from the species name sialis which
Linnaeus had used. Therefore, the scien-
tific name for the Eastern Bluebird is Sialia
sialis (pronounced see-ahl’-ee-ah see'-ahl-
iss). Similarly, the Western Bluebird and
Mountain Bluebird, the two other species
within the genus, were named Sialia mex-
feana and Sialia currucoides (coo-roo-coy-
dees) respectively. Their species names are
descriptive of their locations. All three blue-
bird species are native only to the North
American continent, although each in-
habits different regions generally sep-
arated by the Rocky Mountains and by alti-
tudinal preferences.

While the adult birds all show differ-
ing plumages, the young of all three
species look remarkably alike, prominently
displaying spotted breasts and large white
eye rings. This similarity in plumage was
the principal reason the Society chose the
juvenal bluebird for its logo. Since blue-
birds almost always choose to raise their
young in small enclesed cavities, a young
bluebird sitting near a nesting box seemed
to symbolize our mission. The hope of any
species resides in its young. Because of
bluebird nesting preferences, the survival of
their young may depend on the nesting box,
especially since natural cavities, for a va-
riety of reasons, are disappearing rapidly.
The theme of bluebird young nurtured in
man-made structures will be a recurring one
in our art and literature. We hope that this
theme will remind all about the plight of the
bluebird, and will stimulate action which
will allow this beautiful creature to prosper.

Sialia is published quarterly by the North American Bluebird Society,
Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295. Subscription price is included in
annual membership dues. Single copies: $2.50. Write for information
about bulk quantities. Checks and money orders should be made
payable to North American Bluebird Society and should be in United
States funds. Issues are dated Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn and
appear approximately on the fifteenth of January, April, July and October
respectively. Deadline for submission of material is three months prior to
date of publication; dated items only, two months.
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Presidential Points

Sadie Dorber

he predictions of another dry, hot

summer didn’t materialize in New
York State as we endured day after day
of rain. The Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
arrived in May, as usual, and were a
brilliant sight at the feeders. As the
rain continued, the number of gros-
beaks also increased daily. Several
people called to report the large num-
ber and many of us had to replenish
our seed supply. | felt the rain had
forced the birds down and they were
holding until the weather improved.
They were a joy Lo all of us.

Rainy weather continued through-
out May and June. The bluebirds had
arrived a few days earlier than usual in
March, but most were late in starting
nests. Usually the bluebirds have their
first nest by the time the Tree Swal-
lows return, but this year most hadn’t
even started nest building. Competition
for a single box was more apparent be-
cause both species were starting to
nest at the same time.

In June, | spent a day in Scoharie
County to work with the new banders.
It again rained off and on all day, but
we checked boxes when the persistent
rain would let up for a while. We found
bluebirds that weren’t growing well
and Tree Swallows crying of hunger. By
now, | was starting to get calls from
bluebirders who were finding dead
nestlings or adulis in their boxes. Cn
my trail the bluebirds did survive, but |
did find several adult female swallows
dead on their nests.

Vent Pipe Hazard

Several years ago in this column, |
wrote aboutl open vent pipes being a
serious hazard to bluebirds. | was
again reminded of this situation when
one of my banded bluebirds was found
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dead in the wood stove at Oquaga
Creek State Park a few weeks ago.
When the trail was started three years
ago, hardware cloth was placed
around the top of the stove pipe to pre-
vent the bluebirds from entering. With
chilly days approaching, Park Superin-
tendent Rick Dunbar instructed an em-
ployee to ¢clean the stove pipe. The em-
ployee didn't replace the hardware
cloth immediately as he felt the danger
of bluebirds entering the pipe was over
at the end of the nesting season. A les-
son was learned the hard way: blue-
birds search for cavities all year long.
Migrating bluebirds check cavities as
they journey scuth and many look for
roosting sites to use at night. To the
new bluebirders, please cover all opan
vents around your area.

Welcome, Ron Kingston

I'd like tc welcome Ron Kingston
back to our staff. Ron served as Board
Director and will now be handling the
rell as chairman of the Speaker's
Bureau. Ron can be contacted at 3690
Country Lane, Charlottesville, VA
22901.

In the past few days the trees have
taken on their fall brillance and snow
showers are in the forecast, which
seems just a little early for the first
week of October. Bluebirds have been
present on the tawn recently and the
feeders are attracting White-throated
Sparrows. | am hoping that this winter
will bring some of the beautiful north-
ern birds to our feeders that were miss-
ing last year. [ |

Sialia, Winter 1990



Eastern Bluebird Mortality Due to
Tick Paralysis

T. David Pitts and Lynn E. Hayes

Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis)
commonly harbor several species of
ectoparasites such as lice and mites;
however, ticks are not frequently found
on bluebirds. In his review of bluebird
parasites, Raberts (1981) did not men-
tion ticks. Other than Doster (1988; see
below), the only reference available on
the occurrence of ticks on Eastern
Bluebirds is that of Joyce and Eddy
{1943) who listed it as a host of the rab-
bl tick (Haemaphysalis leporispalus-
trisj. During the last 20 years the senior
author (Pitts) banded approximately
3,000 bluebirds, including about 500
adults. Many of these were recaptured
and weighed numerous times through-
out the year. Only one of these birds
(described below) had a visible tick. In
this note, the tick related deaths of two
Eastern Bluebirds are reported.

The first case involved an adult
male found dead in a sitting posture
on the ground in Madison County,
Georgia, on 29 February 1988. A single
engorged tick was found on the bird's
head. The presumptive cause of death
was determined at the Southeastern
Cooperative Wildlife Dissase Study
(SCWDS) in Athens, Georgia, to be
tick paralysis due to the single
attached tick. The tick was identified
at the United States Department of
Agriculture National Veterinary Serv-
ices Laboratory (NVSL) in Ames, lowa,
as ixodes brunneus.

The second case involved a male
found dead in & nest box in Weakley
County, Tennessee, on 19 March 1988,
A single large engorged female tick
was attached to the bird's nape. The
bird had been banded (1361-62448) on
11 July 19856 when it nested in a near-
by nest box Based on covert gxamina-
tion it was determined that the bird had
hatched prior to 1985 (Piits 1985). This
bird had remained in the vicinity of his
nest box during the winter of 1986-87
and again nested in the same box in
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1987. During the winter of 1987-88 he
remained in the same area and was
captured nine times in traps. Each time
he appeared normal and his weight
was similar to that of other bluebirds
in the arga. At the time of death he
weighed 30.8 g. Necropsy at SCWDS
revealed that the bird apparently died
as a result of the tick. Again, the pre-
sumptive diagnosis was tick paralysis.
The tick was identified at NVSL as
Ixodes brunneus.

ixodes brunneus is the species of
tick most commonly found on birds; it
has been collectad from at least 64
species of birds and is more commeonly
found on migratory than on non-migra-
tory species (Boyd 1951). Blake (1964)
noted that /. brunneus was the most
abundant tick on birds handled at his
banding station and that it was most
frequently seen during the months of
Octlober through April. Bishop and
Trembley (1945) stated that /. brunneus
is found only on birds and usually in
small numbers. In spite of the small
numbers present, these ticks frequent-
ly have adverse effects on the host. Al-
though the ticks engorge on the blood
of the host, anemia is rarely a problem.
Paralysis is the most freguently re-
ported symptom of hosts of /. brunneus
(Doster 1988, Gragson 1973; Schwab
1687).

Tick paralysis is believed to be
due to a toxin present in the saliva of
certain ticks. Oliver and Lorenz (1983;
page 207) described the toxin as a
neurotoxin that interferes with the
movement of nerve impulses from
nerves to muscles. The resulting paral-
ysis may end in death; however, if the
tick is removed the host may recover.
For example, Schwab (1987) described
a Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica
coronata) that recovered its ability to
fly within five minutes after the re-
moval of a tick (/. brunneus). Numerous
other species of animals, including

3



humans, are similarly affected by tick
neurotoxins (Gregson 1973). A defini-
tive diagnosis of tick paralysis is
based on the dramatic clinical im-
provement and recovery of the host
following the removal of the tick (Otiver
and Lorenz 1983). A presumptive diag-
nosis can be made, in the case of a
dead animal, based on the presence of
an engorged tick and the absence of
any other pathologic changes to which
the cause of death can be attributed.
The deaths of most small wild an-
imals go undetected by humans. As
noted by Gregson (1973) sick animals
“usually retreat to their lairs and there-
fore are not likely to be seen.” Adult
bluebirds that appear to be in good
health may disappear and no remains
are found. The list of possible causes
of death of bluebirds is long, and,
based on the two cases cited above,
ticks can be added. However, because
of the difficulties just described it is
hard to determine the percentage of
tick infested birds that die as a result
of their ticks. It is probably true, as
Gregson (1956) stated, that “...there is
reason to assume that these parasites
[ticks] play an important and little-
understood role in the overall picture
of animal populations.” ]
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Bluebird Nest Box Infested With Northern
Fowl Mite

Zach Neece

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) nestlings were discovered infested with
northern fowl mite, a species of parasite not previously reported in
Sialia. The nestlings apparently fledged successfully. A brief discussion of

this parasite is included.

Coilection and Identification

On 1 May 1988, during weekly in-
spection of nest boxes in rural Alachua
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County, Florida, a box containing five
Eastern Bluebird nestlings was discov-
ered 10 be infested with mites. The
mites literally covered all of the sur-

Sialia, Winter 1990



faces inside the nest box. The nest-
lings sat perfectiy still with their eyes
closed. They were in no apparent dis-
tress.

Several of the mites were brushed
into a glass jar. Seventy percent alco-
hol was added to kill and preserve the
mites. The collected sample was sub-
mitted to Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services, Di-
vision of Plant Industry, Gainesville.
Dr. H.A. Denmark, chief entomologist
and an authority on mites, identified
the parasites as northern fowl mite
(MACRONYSSIDAE: ACARINA  Orn/-
thonyssus sylviarum).

Nesting progress was henceforth
monitored by observing for active feed-
ing by the adult birds, since the nest-
lings were now older than 14 days and
opening the box might unnecessarily
disturb them. All five young apparently
fledged successfully as evidenced by a
typical flat nest with fecal sacs pres-
ent on day 21. The box was removed
anddiscarded. A new box was mounted
one post away from the original loca-
tion.

Bluebirds nested in this new box a
little over two weeks later. Three young
fledged on schedule. Upon removing
the fledged nest, an infestation of sim-
ilar appearance was noticed on 2 July
1988.

Another nest box located about
500 yards [457 m] away had a fledged
nest with a similar appearing infesta-
tionon 7 July 1988.

| decided to leave these nest
boxes in place for the winter. The
boxes were NOT treated with an insec-
ticide such as a pyrethroid. interesting-
ly, thus far during the nesting season
of 1989, no infestation has been ob-
served. Both boxes have had two suc-
cessful nesting episodes as of 11 July
1989.

Discussion

To my knowledge, northern fow!
mite has not been reported in Sialia as
a parasite of the Eastern Bluebird
(Chow, et al. 1983; Roberts 1981). Sev-
eral facts about northern fow! mite are
noteworthy (Denmark 1988). Northern
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fowl mite 1s common in the North Tem-
perate Zone (United States and Can-
ada). It parasitizes domestic fowl and
wild birds. Its life cycle includes five
stages: egg, larva, protonymph, deuto-
nymph, and adult. Mating usually
occurs in the nest and eggs are laid on
the host or in the nest. The time neces-
sary for development from egg to adult
is approximately five 10 seven days.
The protonymph and adult stages take
blood meals. Adult mites that are left
behind in the nest box or that drop off
on perches can attach themselves to
new bird hosts that comsg along. Thus,
they are able to colonize new nests.
Neither the adu!t nor any stage of the
mite's life cycle is able to overwinter
in an unoccupied nest box,

Except for bandicoots and gerbils,
the mite apparently does not attack
other mammals except humans and
this occurs only when a fowl host is
not available. Humans thus become in-
cidental hosts by handling infested
birds or nesting materials. The bite pro-
duces temporary itching, discomfort
and sometimes dermatitis. The mite is
unable to develop on human blood and
can only live about ten to twelve days
away from the avian host. It is not
known itc be a vector of disease in
humans. |
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Tufted Titmouse Egg Successfully
Fostered in Bluebird Nest

1889 SarkIS ACOpIan
April 21—Ifound a completed Tufted Titmouse nest in one of my bluebird boxes.

April 29—Conflict with House Sparrows began. At this point | looked for and found
titmouse eggs (which, as usual, were covered with nesting material); how-
ever, | could not determine when last egg was laid but did know that eggs
were not being incubated on the 27th.

May 1—Titmice abandoned the nest.

May 2—1 was finally able to trap the male sparrow but the titmice did not return. |
wanted to place some of the eggs in bluebird nests but had to be absolutely
sure that it would not have any adverse effect on the bluebirds. After con-
sulting with Dr, Zeieny | decided to place one titmouse egg in each of three
different bluebird nests.

May 5—I transferred the eggs as follows:

First titmouse egg was placedin a bluebird nest with four eggs (same day as
the fourth bluebird egg was laid). The titmouse egg was ejected from the
nest the same day.

All four bluebird eggs hatched on 21 May and fledged on 9 June. On 11 June
| saw all four young being fed by the parents.

Second titmouse egg was placed in a bluebird nest with four eggs (the fourth
bluebird egg was laid the day before). The titmouse egg was accepled; how-
ever, on $ May as | approached the box | saw a House Wren leaving the box
where | found part of one egg in the nest and the remains of the other eggs
on the ground in front of the box.

Third titmouse egg was placed in a bluebird nest with three eggs. The tit-
mouse egg was accepted and the fourth bluebird egg was laid the next day
(6 May). On 22 May all five eggs hatched.

Cn 7 June, three bluebird young left the nest and on 10 June the fourth blue-
bird and the titmouse fledged.

| photographed the young in the nest on the 7th, 10th, 12th, 14th, 15th and
16th days after they hatched. | feel that during the photography session on
the 16th day | may have disturbed them enough to cause the three early
bluebird departures from the nest,

June 26— revisited the nest site and happened to see the parents feeding three of

the young about fifty feet from the nest where they had their first egg of the
second brood. ]

One Windwood Hill
Easton, PA 18042
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QUESTION
CORNER

Lawrence Zeleny

Do you believe that we have reduced
the “90% gone” figure for bluebirds
through all the efforts to help them?

J. Robert Gibney
Green Lake, Wisconsin

We know thatl the bluebird popula-
tion has increased dramatically in
many local areas where nesting boxes
in sufficient numbers have been placed
and properly monitcred over a period
of years. It is impossible to say, how-
ever, to what extent these efforts have
increased the bluebird pcopulation of
the continent as a whole. Many more
people need to become involved to re-
store the population to any semblance
of what it was in earlier times. This, of
course, is our goal.

On one mini-trail, | have a group of
boxes on every other power pole on an
open rolling prairie. | had just one blue-
bird occupancy during the second
brood. The other five houses contained
one dead adult Tree Swallow each. No
nesting material was present. Any idea
of the cause? Boxes are 4 3/4 x 5 1/2 x
11 inches with the 1 1/2 inch hole 7 or 8
inches above the floor.

John Smith
Neenah, Wisconsin

Dead adult Tree Swallows in blue-
bird nesting boxes have been reported
a good many times. No one knows for
surg the cause of the birds’ deaths, but
sevaral theories have been advanced.

I1 has been suggested that, unless
the inside of the front board of the box
is roughened, the birds are unable to
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cling to the surface in making their way
up to the entrance hole. Another theory
is that because of the relatively broad
wing span of the swallows they are
unable to spread their wings well
encugh 1o flutter up to the entrance.

Both of these pessible causes of
swallow mortality may apply under
some circumstances, yet it is known
that thousands of Tree Swallows nest
successfully every year in bluebird
boxes with 4 x 4 inch emootn interiors.

It has been noted that most of the
swallow deaths in nesting boxes ap-
pear to occur in early spring shortly
after the birds have returned from the
south. At that time the birds are likely
to be somewhat exhausted and weak-
ened from the long migration and if, as
so often happens, the weather then
turns cold and rainy the swallows may
be unabie to find the flying insects
needed for food and to regain their
strength. Under these circumstances
the weakened birds seek safe shelter
to rest and may die before the weather
conditions improve. This, we believe, is
probably the principal cause of swal-
low mortality in nesting boxes.

Itis possible, of course, that in some
instances swallows might be better
able to save themselves if the floor
dimensions of the nesting box were to
be somewhat larger than the 4 x 4
inches usually recommended for biue-
birds and if the interior of the front
board were to be roughened, Also, il is
noted that in your boxes the entrance
hole is 8 inches above the floor rather
than the usual 6 inches. This might
make it a little more difficult for weak-
ened swallows to leave the box. [ |

Sialia, Winter 1990



EUROPEAN STARLING-EASTERN
BLUEBIRD NEST SITE COMPETITION Il

Peter A. Zerhusen

This article records nest site competition between the European S_tarllng
(Sturnus vulgaris) and the Eastern Bluebird {Sialia sialis) during the
1989 nesting season, and compares it with previous findings from the 1984
and 1985 nesting seasons. !t would appear that natural cavity nest site
competition remains intense and has been unaffected by the trapping of
starlings in previous years. Also, the evidence suggests that a subs’gar‘!tlal
population of non-breeding adult stariings exists because of the limited
number of available nest sites, virtually precluding the possibility of blue-
birds successfu!ly nesting in natural cavities with openings large enough
to accommodate starlings. In addition, the investigation of nest sites by
immature starlings occurs during the months of June, July, and August
when bluebirds traditionally attempt to nest for a second or third time.
Their effect on bluebird nesting success is as yet undetermined. Finally,
trapped starlings from the 1989 nesting season were sexed with males ac-
counting for nearly 70 percent of the total. This finding awaits further study.

Introduction

it has long been recognized that
the European Starling (Sturnus vul
garis) actively competes with the East-
ern Bluebird (Sialia siafis) for availabie
nest site cavities. Repeated mention is
made in the literature documenting the
devastating effect that the European
Starling has had on bluebird popula-
tions (Zeleny 1976). Since the introduc-
tion of the bluebird nesting box, with
its 1 1/2 inch [3 81 c¢m] opening, nast
site competition between thess two
species was effectively eliminated In
these man-made nesting boxes. How-
ever, compelition surely continues in
natural cavities where the entrance
hole to nest sites 1s often in excess of
11/2inches.

This study represents an ongoing
attempt by this author to document
both the intensity and duration of nest
site compelition between these two
species over the course of a single
nesting season. For the present study,
the 1888 nesting season was used.
Previous articles have documented the
level of nest site competition for the
1984 and 1985 nesting seasons (Zer-
husen, 1984, 1986). By combiming the
results of these three studies, it wili be
possible to begin to discover whether
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longitudinal variations exist in the in-
tensity of nest site competition be-
tween the European Starling and the
Eastern Bluebird.

Methodology

As much as possible, methods
identical to those utilized in the 1984
and 1986 studies were employed in the
present study. The same nesting box
was used for trapping European Star-
lings. The dimensions were 5 1/2 X
6x13in.[13.97 x 15.24 x 33.02 ¢m]. The
size of the opening was 2 1/2 in. [6.35
cm] to permit access by European Star-
lings. Although these dimensions are
somewhat larger than those found on
the standard bluebird nesting box, they
were ulilized to faciiitate trapping.

The location of the starling box in
the present study was identical to its
location in the previous two studies.
The box was placed on the trunk of a
deciducus tree approximately 60 ft.
(18.29 m] from the author's residence
at a height of about five feet [1.52 m]
from the ground. Surrounding habitat
is a mixture of mown lawns, fields, and
pastures. Individual homeowners typ-
ically own from 3 to 8 acres [1.21-3.23
ha] of ground. Bluebird nesting boxes
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have been located within approximate-
ly 150 feet [45.72 m] of the starling box
for the past several years, and they are
used successfully each year by a pair
of bluebirds.

The trapping method employed
was as follows. A manual trap similar
to the one described by Morris Green
in the Winter 1984 issue of Sialia was
used to capture the starlings (Green,
1984). During observation periods,
every starling that entered the starling
nesting box was live trapped and then
disposed of to ensure that each bird
would be counted only once.

The starling box was monitored
from 12 February 1989, when it was
placed outside, until the end of August,
Peak observation periods occurred
each morning before work and most
afternoons after work. Weekends per-
mitted increased observation time. The
starling box was not monitored during
vacation time which included 2 July to
14 July and 1 August to 4 August. How-
ever, nesting birds were not discovered
upon the author's return from vaca-
tions. No female starling was able to
lay a complete clutch of eggs success-
fully. A completed nest and two eggs
within a two day period was the most
progress observed.

Additionally, each trapped star-
ling was sexed before disposal. The
sexing criteria used was the color of
the rami of the lower mandible. Kessel
(1951) reported 100 percent accuracy
using this procedure to sex 600 Euro-
pean Starlings. The lower mandible of
the female is pink during the breeding
season, while the male’s is blue to
blue-black.

Findings

A total of 53 adult starlings and 15
immature starlings were trapped dur-

ing the 1989 nesting season. Table 1
provides a comparison with the totals
from the previous years (1984 and
1985). The 1989 totals compare favor-
ably with the 1984 totals, but both are
considerably below those of 1985.
Much of the increase in the 1985 totals
is accounted for by the large number of
immature starlings trapped during that
year. The average number of adult star-
lings trapped during the three years of
study is in excess of 55 birds per year.

This finding suggests that compe-
tition between starlings and bluebirds
for available nest sites remains in-
tense. Comparing the total number of
trapped adults for each of the three
years suggests that the level of com-
petition has remained consistently
high. There has also been no reduction
in the number of adult starlings trapped
as a result of the previous years' trap-
pings. Specifically, a total of 152 star-
lings were taken in 1984 and 1985, yet
there was no reduction in the numbers
trapped for 1989.

Table 2 records the number of
adult starlings trapped by month for
the 1985 and 1989 nesting seasons.
This information was not available for
the 1984 nesting season. The results
suggest that the peak nesting months
for starlings are March, April, and May,
with April being the most intense. A

female bluebird was observed carry-
ing nesting material to the bluebird box
on 19 March. It would appear from the
data gathered that bluebird nesting
occurs at the precise time that peak
starling nesting begins.

Table 3 records the use of the star-
ling box by immature starlings accord-
ing te month. However, it must be
noted that these results are artificially

Table 1. A Comparison of Trapped Starlings During the 1984, 1985, and 1989 Nesting

Seasons.
Yearly
1984 1985 1989 Totals Averages
Adults 48 65 53 166 553
Immatures 11 28 15 54 18
Total 59 93 68 220 73.3
10 Sialia, Winter 1990



Table 2. A Comparison of Trapped Adult Starlings by Month,

Feb. Mar. Apr.
1985 0 17 21
1989 1 B 27
Total 1 23 48

May June July Aug.
16 7 4 0
17 2 6] 0
33 9 4 0

*results not avaitable fram 1984 study

low as a result of the author's vacation
time which typically lasted an average
of two to three weeks during peak im-
mature starling use. An annual average
of about 18 immature hirds was cap-
tured during the months of June, July,
and August. As mentioned in the 13986
article (Zernhusen), these immalture
starlings began fiocding potential
bluebird nesting sites beginning in
June, which is when bluebirds typical-
ly start their second nesting This sup-
erabundance of immature birds appar-
ently continues untii the end of the
bluehird nesting season. Their impact
on nesting bluebirds 15 uncertain at
best.

The iast tabie (Table 4) 15 an
accounting by month of the sex of
each trapped starling. Information was
available only for the 1889 nesting sea-
son. iImmature birds were not counled.
Almost 70 percent of the captured
birds were males, while approximately
30 percent were females. The reason
for the dispropertionate number of
males is unclear and awaits further in-
vestigation.

One incidental finding is worth
menlioning. There was a period in May
of 1989 where it rained daily for a peri-
od of 8 days. During this time, nest
building behavior appeared diminished
and only lwo birds were trapped. Per-
haps nest building is teinporarily dis-

rupted during wet periods, when nest-
ing materials are rain soaked.

Conclusions

This article has reviewed the in-
tensity and duration of cavity nest site
use by European Starlings during the
1984, 1985, and 1989 nesting seasons.
The resuits suggest inlense compe-
titton between European Starlings and
Eastern Bluebirds for available natural
cavity nest sites, especially during the
months of March, April, and May. It
would also appear that just as the
adult starlings' interest in nesting di-
minishes, cavity nesting sites are
flooded with immature starlings which
investigate nesting cavities regularly
from June through August. The extent
of the problem that these immature
starlings create for nesting bluebirds
18 not currently understood.

A second conclusion tentatively
drawn s that the removal of a consid-
erable number of starlings in 1984 (59)
had no impact on the use of the star-
ling box in 1985, when 55 adult birds
were captured. After the removal of a
total number of 152 starlings during
these two years (1984 and 1985), star-
ling use remained constant during the
1989 nesting season.

These resuits have the following
two implications, initially mentioned in
this author's 1988 article (Zerhusen).
Etforts at increasing the population of

Table 3. Use of Nest Site by Immature Starlings.

June July

1984 0 2
1985 8 17
1989 5 ]
Totals 13 20

Aug. Totals
9 11
3 28
9 15

21 54

volume 12, Number 1
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Table 4. Use of Nest Site by Adult Starlings by Month and Sex for 198¢9.

Feb. Mar.  Apr. May June July Aug. Totals %%

Male 0 4 17 14 2 0 0 37 69.81
Female 1 2 10 3 0 0 0 16 30.19
bluebirds may need to inciude meas- cavities with openings large enough to
ures which effectively reduce the star- accept a starling. [ |
ling population. Live-trapping and dis-

posal is one method. The sterilization Litarature Cited

of trapped male starlings to be released

back into the wild may prove to be an Green, M. 1984. A simpie manual trap for

House Sparrows. Sialia 6(1):8-11.

Kessel, B. 1951, Criteria tfor sexing and
aging European Starlings (Sturnus vul-
garis). Bird-Banding 22:16-23.

important second step.
The fina! implication has to do
with actual starling numbers. The fre-

quency of trapping of adult starfings 5 1 ") o ence 1976, The Bluebird. In-
over a threg year period suggests that dianlaUniv. Pres.s, Bloomington, iN.
there may indeed be many more adult Zorhusen, P. 1984. European Starling-East-
starlings than available nest sites. ern Bluebird nest site competition. Sialia
What results is a substantial popula- 6(4):125-126.

tion of non-breeding adults. If this were . 1986. European Starling-East-
true, given the European Starling’s ern Bluebird nest site competition re-

competitive edge over the bluebird in visited. Sfalia 8(2):45-47.

nest site aggressiveness, it is possible
to conclude that bluebirds occupy 12554 Indian Hiil Dr.
precious few, if any, natural nest site Sykesville, MD 21784

CEEET e A S e A A R T I T e T e e e e e e e e T S T S IV O T
Unusual Feeding Behaviors by Bluebirds

On 9 September 1989, near Alexandria {Rapides Parish), Louisiana, | observed
bluebirds feeding at a security light. At 6:20 a.m. it was still rather dark, excepl
around the security light. Eleven bluebirds were perched on electrical wires which
passed within about 10 feet of the pole with the security light on it. Bluebirds
swooped down and fed on insects that were attracted to the light.

This behavior reminded me of an observation made in 1983 by a friend who lived
near Longview (Oktibbeha County), Mississippi. He had a Bug Zapper {(electrical) in
his back yard and saw a bluebird family (parents and juveniles) feeding on insects
that had been attracted to the zapper/light.—~George A. Hurst, A.R. 4, Box 258, Stark-
ville, MS 39759.

THIRTEENTH
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY

The 13th annual meeting of the North American Bluebird Society
will be held in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, October 26-28, 1990.

This meeting is being sponsored by the Pennsylvania Depart-
mentof Environmental Resources, Bureau of State Parks.




Details for a Front Opening Bluebird Nest
Box with a Slot Entrance
Richard M. Tuttle

learned about the slot box in 1987
* when feliow Ohio bluebirder, Reid
Caldwell, mailed me an Agricultural
Extension Service newsletter from
Tennessee which described research
originating in Kentucky (See McComb,
ef &l). Biuebirds had preferred boxes
with the front slot entrances over con-
ventional circular entrances, and the
slot-box tenants also had built more
nests, laid more eggs, and fledged
more young. ! found the idea of using a
slotentrance for a bluebird nest box in-
triguing. Since sophisticated drills and
bits are not needed to make slots,
more conservationists, particularly
young peocple, might be encouraged hy
the simplicity of a siot-box design. |
also wanted to satisfy my curiosity
about the concept. | saw great poten-
fiaf for prometion and acceptance of
any box that is easy to construct.

I was forced to desigh my own siot
box since 1 had no dimensions other
than the size of the starling-proof slot
13/16 in. [3 cm] wide mentioned in the
article. | borrowed ideas from severai
established boxes as a design took
shape. | chose a rectangular box with
a flat roof to keep all cuts at 80 de-
grees—the angle least threatening to
beginners. | chose a 4-1/2 in. [11.4 cm]
square bottom since little waste re-
sults from cutting 1 x 12 stock [3/4 in.
x 11-1/4 in., 1.9 cm x 28.6 cm] into 4-1/2
in, and 6 in. [15.2 cmj wide boards used
for the four sides and floor. Roofs are
cut from 1 x 8 stock [3/4 in. x 9-1/4 in.,
1.9cmx23.5¢cm).

From the Dick Peterson box | bor-
rowed the idea of a front which pivots
near its base; the sides of the box are
extended past the floor to accomplish
this. When the front is open and hang-
ing down, the nest chamber looks shal-
low even though the distance from the
floor to the edge of the entrance, 5-1/2
in. [14 cm], is comparable to most
boxes with ¢circular entrances. The abii-
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ity to substitule a sparrow trap insert
for the front of an opened box is an-
other idea borrowed from the Peter-
son hox. | made several sparrow traps
for slot boxes by attaching Huber Trap
hardware to replacement front panels
with round entrance holes. | make all of
my Huber Sparrow Traps with 1-3/8 in.
[3.5 ¢cm] holes and sparrows have had
no problem entering the smaller en-
trance.

Four 1/4 in. [0.6 cm] holes provide
adequate drainage through the floor.
For maximum ventilation, a vent slot
1/4 in. wide was added above the back.
in Ohio, the back vent is stuffed with
felt weather stripping to minimize heat
loss during cold spells. The weather
stripping is removed in early June to
permit cross ventilation during the hot-
test days of summer. | recommend the
“parking lot test” to demonstrate the
need for a back ventilation slot.
Choose a hot sunny day to sit in your
car with one window rolled down. As
the temperature inside the car rises
above the comfort threshold, open a
second window on the opposite side of
the car and you will feel the tempera-
ture drop as the hot air is released,
demonstrating the cooling effect of
cross ventilation.

A large roof extends over all four
sides of the box. Two rain grooves on
the underside of the flat roof are re-
quired to stop rain from entering the
nest chamber should water adhere to
its underside. The greatest extension
of the roof shades the entrance ail day
to prevent overheating. Also, the pro-
truding roof may act as a predator
guard against animals, both furred and
feathered, by preventing trouble-
makers from positioning themselves
above the entrance to reach down inte
the nest chamber. | added an extra
board 1o a few boxes as increased in-
surance against probing bills and
paws. | also wanted to test the accep-
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tability of siots with double thick-
nesses. Both types of boxes, those
with standard fronts and some with
double thicknesses, were used by
Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows.
{All of my boxes are free of raccoons
since they are mounted on greased
pipes.)

| am impressed with the success
of the slot box design. For the last two
seasons, all trail species that normally
nest in Ohio have nested in slot boxes.
In addition to bluebirds and Tree Swal-
lows nesting in my five boxes, another
trail in my county fledged two families
of Carolina Chickadees. One family of
Tufted Titmice tried to nest but was
evicted by House Wrens. The sparrow
trap insert worked well for my brother
who had to eliminate many sparrows
before a family of swallows raised their
young.

When | first read of the narrow en-

trance slot [3 cm], | wondered how
birds entered the boxes. | imagined
that acrobatic maneuvers, with twist-
ingwings and flaring legs, were needed
to negotiate the strange but simple en-
trance. | wanted to catch the facts on
film. As | photographed both bluebirds
and swallows entering slots, | saw that
birds enter through siots the same way
as circular entrances: head first. Birds
are wider across the shoulders than
they are from the back to the breast
bone. Apparently, bluebirds are less
than three centimeters thick between
the back and breast allowing them to
enter the slot entrance with ease. |
can't help but wonder whether Moun-
tain Bluebirds can enter a slot of this
width.

The horizontal slot allows older
nestlings to cling side by side above
their nest. | have seen as many as three
swaliow heads anticipating a feeding

Three Examples of Slot Box Uses

From left to right: a slot box with a standard front (notice that the slot is shaded),
center, an opened front with a Huber Sparrow Trap inserted in place and tripped to
show bar; and right, a cedar slot box with a double thickness front. Back ventilation
slot can be seen in each. All have been field tested and work well to benefit native

cavity nesters.
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A Tree Swallow leans intc a slot box.

parent’s fly-by. Swaliow nestlings need
toe holds in order t¢ perch; a table saw
is used 16 cut horizontal grooves 1/2 in.
[13 ¢m] apart. Toe holds are especially
vital for adult Tree Swallows during
cold weather before the nesling sea-
son. Adult swallows have been trapped
in boxes with smooth surfaces below
the entrances. As cold weather grounds
flying insects, birds weaken in their
rocsls while awaiting the bounty of
warmer weather. If there are no tce
holds in the boxes, swallows cannot
use their short legs to ¢limb up to
launch a search for food. They then
must expend more energy flapping
their wings and jumping to reach the
edge of the opening. Several misses
and a energy deficit results in death.
Nest boxes without toe holds are swal-
low traps!

| can see onty one drawback to the
slot design: | cannot winterize the box
to my satisfaction. At the end of each
nesting season, | routinely plug atl
drain and vent hcles in every nest box
in preparation for winter roosting. (See
Tuttle, 1987) A 4-1/2 inch wide slot en-
trance is three times as large as a 1-1/2
in. [3.8 cm] circular entrance. | suspect
the larger slot entrance will permit too
much heat to escape during winter
roosting. Perhaps I'm too cautious but
a study of winter use of slot boxes may
be in order.

Vaolume 12, Number 1

| have no plans to switch all 212
box locations 1o slot boxes. After 23
years | have too large an inventory of
gadgets and parts for my standard
boxes. It would be too time consuming
to switch to any new system. | will con-

tinue to try new ideas and box designs
since tinkering is a dimension of blue-
birding that | truly enjoy. If | were start-
ing over, however, | would nct hesitate
to use the slot box design for my first
trail. Although there may be “better”
boxes to fulfill other objectives, a
simpier box will be hard t¢ find. As far
as its ability to raise healiny fledglings,
that has been proven by the originators
of the concept in Kentucky. The slot
box is here 1o stay. Give it a try, you
won't be sorry. ]

311 West Central Ave.
Delaware, OH 43015
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An opened slot box reveals a biuebird
nest.
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FRONT OPENING BLUEBIRD SLOT BOX
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Rain groove | /T 3 1316 siot
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Metric Equivalents

inches GCentimeters Inches Centimeters
Materials 3/16 o1 RS 1 - 1.4
2 sides 6" x91/4" 14 .. .... .08 67'2’ ........... 122
1 front 47118 x 8" e .. . TR ._"%3 B2, 18.4
; 34 .. oL 18 714... ... ....18.
(Don't forget toe-nolds.) I 25 B 203
1 back 41/27 x 7114”7 13116 .. 30 9L e 23.5
1 bottom 41/2" x4 1/2" 112 . ........38B 912 ..... o ..gg.;
714" x G 1/2" 2 . U - ¢ NS B U /7 SO .
1iap ? 12 85 212f ....... 78 m
47016 . .13 5ft L. . 1.5m

Assembly

Predrill holes for the mounting bolt, wire loop, drain
hcles, wood screw, and pivet nails. Use #6 siding nails
(twisted and galvanized). Glue all permanent joints.
Slightly bevel the top corners of the front. Nail the back
to the bottom. Add the sides. Make a slot spacer 1 3/16
in. {(3cm)wide and use it when the pivot nails are driven
through the sides to affix the front. Add the top. Sand
and paint the box "'Lexington Green.”

Predrill a 8/32 in. hole one inch from one end of a
7 1/2 ft, length of steel pipe. Use a post pounder to drive
the pipe into the ground 2 1/2 ft. Bolt and wire the box
to the pipe and use a pipe wrench to face the box to-
ward the desired direction.

A Bird in the Bush

Karen Blackburn

Dorothy Roberts reports that
bluebirds wintering in LaPlata,
Maryland have been seen feeding
on the fruits of Liriope muscari,
commonly known as Lilyturf, East-
ern Bluebirds were cbserved tak-
ing the fruits during the months of
January and February, and Mrs.
Roberts adds that bluebirds do not
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take the fruits “until late winter
after all the other berries seem to
be gone.” These observations indi-
cate that Lilyturf may well serve as
an emergency food for bluebirgs
when other sources of food are in
short supply. However, because
Liiyturf is a groundcover, its value
as winter food will be limited in
many areas by snow cover at a
time when bluebirds and other
wildlife are most in need of emer-
gency food sources. Thus, as gen-
erally recommended, plantings for
wintering bluebirds should include
a wide variety of species that will
offer food from the ground to the
treetops.

Lilyturf is an evergreen ground-
cover with arching, grass-like

leaves. During late summer it pro-
duces clusters of lavender or white
flowers depending upon the vari-
ety. The fruits that foliow are
black. Though hargdy to Zone 6,
Lilyturf dies back to the ground
during the winter monthe in the
northernmost parts of its range
Cutting or mowing in early spring
will then encourage new growth.

We thank Mrs. Roberts for her
report and invite other readers (o
share their observations concern-
ing plant use by wiidlife. If you
have planted for wildlife, we'd like
io hear from you, too! Please send
your reports or comments to Karen
Blackburn, Rt. 3, Box 650, Mar-
ianna, FL 32446. =

A Box Mounting Method

Horace Abee

| have used the following method
of putting up a biuebird nesting box
for about six years, and it really works.
From my experience, nothing seems to
be able to climb up the pipe. This
method also makes it easy to ctean the
box.

Drive an iron rod about 4 feet tong
[1.22 m] into the ground until it is
stable. Mount the nesting box on a
1 /2 inch diameter [3.81 c¢cm] PVC pipe
which is about 6 ft. 6 in. long [2.01 m].
Put a piece of wood inside the PVC
pipe and attach the nesting box. Set
the PVC pipe with the aftached box
over the iron rod. After young bluebirds
fledge, lift the plastic pipe off the iron
rod, clean out the nest, and put the
pipe back. _

Before | adopted this mounting
method, | used a wooden post which
cats and snakes climbed and | Jost
nestlings. Now | often have three nest-
ings each season. [

Rt 5, Box 808
Lincolnton, NC 28092
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Mutual Benefits of Raisin’ Bluebirds

Norman B, Wilcox

| am fortunate to see and hear four
to six bluebirds near my home every
day during all seasons.

This past year was my first seri-
ous attempt to attract bluebkirds to a
feeder. Using a feeder from the North
American Bluebird Society (holes on
each end and Plexiglas® on both
sides} brought no results.

Then in the fall, | tried something
different, | removed one of the Plexi-
glas sides and soon the bluebirds
found the new way into the feeder. Be-
fore, they looked in both openings, but
never actually entered the feeder.

Now | had to find something that
they would eat. We have many dog-
wood trees, so | started harvesting the
red berries. Because the bluebirds
liked them a fot | gathered all | could
find; however, being too eager and new
at this, | made a big mistake. In my
haste to stockpile the berries, | failed
to notice that they began to get moldy
(so into the garbage went the winter
supply of dogwood berries).

My second atternpt was better and
much more successful. The substitute
berry was raisins, Why | had not
thought of these sooner, | do not know,
in the past | had fed raisins to mock-
ingbirds, but never thought about blue-
birds liking them als¢. The bluebirds
became so fond of raisins that | had to
set up a second feeding station. Every
day four to six bluebirds repeatedly
visit both feeders. They watch with
clockwork precision every day as | put
a handful or two in each feeder for
their enjoyment and mine as well
When they are feeding their young,
they treat them to the raisins also. Last
spring brought about a very special
emotional moment for me as { watched
the parents and the young birds alike
eating my raisins. Yes, a tremendous
joy comes from raisin’ bluebirds! [ |

P.O. Box 580
Grayson, GA 30221
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John Findlay Il Honored

A major thoroughfare in Gak Mountain
State Park near Birmingham, Alabama,
has been named John Findlay Il Drive.
John is a former member of the NABS
Board of Directors and a tireless pro-
moter of bluebirding in the print media
and on radio and television. The honor
was bestowed on him by the Alabama
Department of Conservation and Nat-
ura! Resources for his outstanding
efforts to help bring back the biuebird.
For 12 years he has operated a trail in
the park and the surrounding area
regularly monitoring 170 boxes. The
number of bluebirds fledged from his
boxes is approaching 4,000.
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PLANTINGS FOR BLUEBIRDS
AND OTHER WILDLIFE

Heartleaf Ampelopsis

Karen Blackburn

H eartleaf or American Ampelopsis 15 a woody vine which resembles the Musca-
_dine Grape (Vitis rotundifolia). A resident of fertila woodlands, Heartleaf Ampe-
lopsis bears large heart-shaped leaves and blue fruits which ripen in the fall. The
berries are favored by the Brown Thrasher, Northern Flicker, and Wood Thrush and
are also used by several other species, including the Eastern Bluebird.

Heartleaf Ampelopsis
Ampelopsis cordata

Native Range—Virginia, southern Ohio
and lllincis south to Fiorida and Mex-
ico, North to Massachusetts, butrare.

Hardiness—To Zone 5.

Habitat—Fertile woodlands and bot-
tomlands.

Habit—Plants may assume a vine or
bush-like form. Heart-shaped leaves
are toothed and 3 to 6 inches [7.62-
15.24 cm] long. Can he distinguished
from the similar Muscadine Grape by
the white pith of the stems of Ampelop-
sis. Tendrils, when present, are un-
branched.

Flowsrs—Inconspicuous

Fruit and

green flowers occur in clusters in early
summer. Clusters of blue, pea-sized
berries ripen in autumn.

Culture—Plant in rich soil In sun or
partial shade. Propagate by tip layer-
ing during the summer months.

Landscape Value—May be grown on a
trellis or other support or allowed to
wander in natural areas.

Wildllte Value—The fruits of Heartleaf
Ampelopsis are a preferred food of the
Northern Flicker, Brown Thrasher, and
Wood Thrush. Other species that take
the fruit include the Eastern Bluebird,
wild Turkey, Ruffed Grouse, Ring-
necked Pheasant, Northern Bobwhite,
Mourning Dove and Gray Catbird. ]

Rt. 3, Box 650
Marianna, FL 32446
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ZONE1 Below — 50°F &
ZONEZ -50°10 —40°F Treeg =
ZONEZ —40°to — 30°F Fecomi
ZONE4 =-30%ta — 20°F
Z0NE5 —20°to - 10°F

ZONES -10°to0°F
ZONE7? 0°1010°F
ZONES 10°1020°F
ZONE S 20°1030°F
ZONE 10 30° 10 40°F

Flgure 1. Hardiness Zones for the Unlted States and southern Canada. Temperatures for each
zone are the average annual minimum temperatures. When no zones ara mentioned wlth the
plant descripticn, plants are hardy anywhere. Factors within zones such as altitude, exposurs,
soll type, molsture, etc. can create varlations. Thls map was developed by the Agricultural Re-

search Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Bluabird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
/s a hst of those individuals who have
made a financial commitment to blue-
birds and native cavily nesters cver and
above their annual dues, Such support
is essential in maintaining a stabie
dues slructure. We thank the individ-
uals, organizations, and businesses for
their generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
issue or $75.00 per four issues, you
can be designated as an Eastern, West-
ern of Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); tor $15.00 per issue or $50.00
per four issues, be a Fledgling Boos-
ter; while $710.00 per issue or $25,00 per
four issues makes you a Nesting
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check tc NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20806-
(295,
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Announcemsants

Announcemenls of regional or state
meetings pertaining to cavity nesters
should reach us at least four months be-
fore publication date of issue in which item
will appear. For example, the winter issue is
published on 15 January s¢ material should
reach us by 15 September.

Mail to Editor J. Solem, 10817 Graeloch
Rd., Laurel, MD 20723

Celebrate Wildlife

The Dahlem Environmental Educa-
tion Center is sponsoring its sixth
annual Bluebird Festival and Wildlife
Art Show on March 10-11, 1990, on the
campus of Jackson Community Col-
lege in Jackson, Michigan. Admission
fee.

For a schedule of events or addi-
tional information, write to the

Dahlem Environmental Education

Center

Jackson Community College

7117 S. Jackson Road

Jackson, Michigan 49201,
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Bluebirds

All blue birds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know,
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

Oh, there surely are blue birds like the blue jay, you see,

Who will gulp down the bird seed as fastas can be!

They look like policemen watching over the flock,

When there's danger about, you should hear them all squawk.

All blue birds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find them wherever you go.

See, there's the kingfisher who likes fish for his lunch.
You may sometimes find one but never a bunch.

They live near the water to make dining easy

And can fly through the air even though it's quite breezy.

All blue birds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

The indigo bunting is a sight to beheld

When he sits in the sun, his colors aglow!

He can shimmer and shine, the blue's iridescent;
Everyone knows when this bird is present.

All blue birds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can’t always find them wherever you go.

There’s the tree swallow catching bugs in mid-air.
Those pests, the mosquitoes, are a favorite fare.
They swoop from the sky to catch a big bug;

They are really so useful | could give them a hug!

All blue birds are not bluebirds, a fact you should know.
You can't always find bluebirds wherever you go.

The bluebirds are rare, their numbers are small;

Insome places you simply can't find them at all.

But when they’re around-—ch, what a sweet sound!

Just the sight of one somehow can make your heart pound.

They're a pretty soft blue, with a rust-crange chest;
If you put up abird house, they’ll pose for you best,
A bluebird’'s a blue bird, that everyone knows.

But not atl blue birds are bluebirds as you now know.

Ruth E. Goodwin
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A Quick Closing Solenoid Trap for
House Sparrows

Mcrris M. Green, Jr.

I n 1983, | developed a House Sparrow
trap which enabled the operator to
close the trap door by tugging on a
long string attached to the door (Sialia
B(1):8-11 and 6(4):130-131). The trap
proved quite useful to me and to others
who wanted to trap House Sparrows
which bhad usurped nesting boxes
erected to attract bluebirds. That trap
had one serious drawback however:
often the sparrow was able to leave the
trap before the operator could close
the trap door.

In early 1989, | decided that a
quicker ¢losing trap might be devel-
oped by using a low voltage electric
solenoid to close the trap door when a
switch button was pressed. A solenoid
1s essentially an electric coil with a
steel rod, called the “plunger,” partial-
ly inserted into the center of the coil.
When the coil is energized by an elec-
tric current, it becomes an electromag-
net and the rod is quickly drawn back
into the coil.

In March 1989, | ordered from a
mail order electronics firm my first
solenoid, a tubular one designed to
operate on 12 volt direct current. UPS
delivered it to my goor on 6 April, and |
immediately went to work on an exper-
imental model of the trap | envisioned.

I built my first model by using a
pipe clamp to attach the solenoid to
one side of an existing bluebird nest-
ing box. | then installed a horizontal
11/2 inch [3.8 ¢cm] wide trap door above
the entrance hole and used a wood
screw to pivot it at one end. When |
found thatl there was not enough space
for the door between the top of the
nesting box and the upper edge of the
entrance hole, | cut a notch on the low-
er edge of the trap door so that House
Sparrows or bluebirds could enter the
nest box.

Even though that nest box was a
temporary “jury-rig,” it caught quite a
few sparrows while | was building a
new nest box specifically designed to
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accommodate a 1 1/2 inch trap door
and a solenoid,

| finished the sparrow trap on the
afternoon of 7 Aprit and mounted it on
a post in our backyard. Then | quickly
ran an electric extension cord to the
switch button and batteries in our resi-
dence. While observing the trap door
through my binoculars, | depressed the
switch button. The trap door closed
instantly!

On the first morning of operation
(8 April) | saw a male House Sparrow
{(we trap only males) enter the trap. |
pressed the switch button, the trap
door closed immediately and | had my
first sparrow.

After | disposed of the sparrow
(House Sparrows are not protected by
state or federal laws), | set the trap in
readiness again. Here is the sparrow
catch for the remainder of April:

Date No. of Sparrows
Caught

10 1

11 1

12 2

14 2

17 1

22 1

25 1

30 1

Total-April 8-30: 11 (all males)

Usually, soon after | caught a
male, another pair of House Sparrows
would move into our backyard from
neighboring farms. But, suddenly, on
2 May, | simply “ran out of sparrows.”
For the remainder of the nesting sea-
50N, NO More sparrows showed an in-
terest in the trap as a possible nesting
site. By mid August, the pair of biue-
birds nesting in our backyard had
fledged two broods.

This trap has features
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Figure 1. Trap door is supported in the Figure 2. Plunger has withdrawn into
upper (open) position by the solenoid's coil and trap door has fallen to lower
extended plunger. (closed) position,

Figure 3. Side view showing (a) hous- Figure 4. Side of housing has been

ing to protect soleneid from rain and temporarily removed to show tubular
snow, (b) outdoor extension cord 12 volt direct current solencid.
plugged into receptacle, and (c) alliga-

torclips. Photographs by Morns M Grean Jr
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which, 1 think, make it superb:

1_.The trap operator walching a spar-
row enter the trap can close the trap
docr the instant the bird's tail disap-
pears in the entrance hole.

2—The operator can concentrate on
catching only male House Sparrows.
That 1s a big advantage over automatic
traps because the males are the real
trouble makers. When the male dis-
appears, the female soon abandons
the nest box.

3-—Even at long distances, the trap
door closes instantly when one
presses the swilch’s push button. |
tested my trap when it was 285 feet
[86.9 m] from the switch and the door
closed immediately when | pushed the
switch.

Some people use automatic traps
to catch House Sparrows, but | have a
personal aversion to such traps for this
reason: sometimes careless or
thoughtless individuals set such a
trap, then walk away and forget about
it for hours ¢r days. if a bluebird or
other protected bird is caught instead
of a House Sparrow, it will often mor-
tally injure itself thrashing about in the
trap. If a solenoid type trap is used,
however, the operator can obseive, per-
haps through bkinoculars, each birg as
It enters the trap. If the bird is a pre-
tected one, the push button switch
should not be depressed.

Until someone develops an auto-
matic trap which will catch onfy House
Sparrows, | believe a solenoid trap,
such as the one | have described here-
in, may be the homeowner’s best an-
swer to the sparrow problem during the
bluebird nesting season. Because the
trap closes instantly, a biuebirder with
a nine to five job may often be able to
catch a House Sparrow before leaving
for work many mornings.

In gentral Marylang (Frederick
County) where we live, House Spar-
rows pegin to investigate our bluebird
nesting boxes as early as February if
the weather is mild. We live in a small
residential subdivision surrounded by
farms which harber large colonies of
House Sparrows. | plan to set up my
solenoid trap again in mid-February of
1990. Based on my initial success in
April 1989, | may be able to trap two, or
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even three, dozen mafe House Spar-
rows during the 1980 bluebird nesting
season (March-August) making it pos-
sible for bluebirds to nest peacefully
in our yard with minimal harassment
by House Sparrows.

To aid those who would like to
construct this trap, | have prepared
three construction drawings, a memo
about construclion details, and a list
of suppliers of the materials needed. If
readers wno want that information will
send me their name, address, and a
check for $1.60 (in U.S. funds; addi-
tional postage for Canada), payable to
Morris M, Green, Jr., | will mai! them all
of the above items. Do nof send any
self-addressed envelopes or stamps.
Your check will cover cost of envelope,
postage and reproduction of ilems
mailed. L. |

Acknowledgement

I wish to thank Marvin Satchwell of Utica,
MO, for his advice regarding electrical prob-
lems | have encountered from time to time.
His extensive knowledge of that field has
been very helpful to me in the ¢onstruction
of this trap.

8407 E. Lassie Ct,
Walkersville, MD 21793

Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society

The Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
will be helding a conference on 7 April
1990 at the Royal Botanical Gardens in
Hamifton, Ontario. For further informa-
tion contact William F. Read, 2-185
Green Valley Drive, Kitchener, Ontario
N2D 1K3. Mr. Read is also reporting to
the World Wildiife Fund on the status
of the Eastern Bluebird and other
native cavity nesters in Canada. He
needs information for areas other than
Ontario, especially Quebec, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island. Survey forms for the
1989 nesling season will be sent to in-
dividuals responding.
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CAMP BLUEBIRD—AN ADULT
CANCER CAMP

Dan T. Peck

bout four years ago at St Vin-

cent’s Hospital in Birmingham,
Alabama, an idea was conceived. The
idea was to start a camo for adult can-
cer patients—a place ciose to God and
nature where those diagnosed with
cancer could rest, gain strength, hope,
and support from loving counselors
and other campers with the same
disease. There were camps for chil-
dren with cancer, but this would be the
first for adults.

Louis Josef, the father of this
idea, needed funding and help with this
project. Louis, himself a cancer victim,
knew firsthand the great need for a
camp. One day he mentioned to two
oncology volunteers his idea and his
need for help. These people were
Sandy Marriner and Pat Jones and that
organization was Telephone Pionsers
of America, a communications indus-
iry service organization with a mem-
bership of over 750,000 in the United
States and Canada.

The name Camp Bluebird was
chosen for two reasons: one, because
the Alabama Pioneers build and place
bluebird houses throughout the state,
and two, because the beauty and per-
sonality of the bluebird is symbolic of
love. This quality is illustrated in the
following true stery from the June 1988
Guidepost Magazine as written by
Aletha Lindstrom.

“In an attempt to bring back the
bluebird, my husband and { maintain 50
nesting boxes near our Lake Michigan
cottage. This past summer we were de-
lighted when a pair of these lovely, en-
dearing birds settled into a box in our
backyard.

“Then one morning, shortly after
five babies hatched, | found the male
dead by the roadside, apparently
struck while fluttering down for insects
to feed his young. Heartsick | picked
up the small, limp, stiil warm body.
Surely this was a double tragedy, for
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the mother alone could never feed her
young hungry brood.

“That evening the unbelievable
happened. A pair of bluebirds from a
nearby field and their five nearly grown
fledglings appeared on the back fence.
Daily from dawn til dusk they helped
the widowed mother feed her nestlings.
They stayed even after the babies were
out of the box to assist in training them
to become self-sufficient. At summer’s
end they migrated together,

“Love thy neighbor? These gentle
unassuming birds Jived their love...”
What better symbol for Gamp Bluebird!

There was a great need, an idea
was conceived, and now with loving,
helping people like Louis Josef, Sandy
Marriner, Pat Jones and the Telephone
Pioneers this idea has bloomed and is
being nurtured.

This great need is being met, with
love, by the caregivers at St. Vincent's
Hospital and the Telephone Pioneers.
This partnership has resulted in two,
three day camps a year in Alabama—
one session in the spring and one
sessionin the fall, with more planned.

This idea has not only bloomed in
Alabama, but the fruits of this flower
have been carried on the winds of love
to Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana,
Georgia, and Mississippi in the South.
Pioneers and hospitals in the Midwest
and East are now investigating Camp
Bluebird and the love and support they
supply.

When the [dea was presented to
the Pioneers in Tennessee they da-
cided to have two camps a year in each
of the grand divisions of the state:
east, middle, and west. The caregivers
are St. Mary’'s Medica! Center in the
east, St. Thomas Hospital in the mid-
dle, and Jackson-Madison County Gen-
eral Hospital in the west. Camp Blue-
bird is funded by the Telephone Pic-
neers, Chapter 21. The camps are held
in rented facilities such as church
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camps and a state park. Each session
was originally budgeted at $3000.00,
but that figure is coming down thanks
to more campers, more volunteers, ang
more donations of supplies by con-
cerned individuals and businesses.
Weston Companies in  Memphis
donated two electric four person carts
and a trailer to transport the carts to
be used in the camps.

The councils that make up Chap-
ter 21, the Chapter, the companies and
employees of AT&T and Bell Scuth
(South Central Be!l and Southern Bell)

have given over $25,000 and 36,000
hours in one year in Tennessee. That is
over 200 hours for each pioneer work-
ing in two, three day camps, ang that
does not include the many hours putin
by the hospital people.

Dan Peck, Tennessee Camp Blue-
bird Chairman, said, “The Telephone
Pioneer's motto is “Answering the Call
of Those in Need.” Te a Pioneer that
call does not have to be a shout, but
just a whisper, to be answered. Pio-
neers are involved in their community
because they care.”

“The Window" is a limited edition (1350) lithegraph of a
water color created by award winning wildlife artist Ralph
McDonald to benefit Camp Bluebird. The signed and num-
bered 19" x 22" print is available for $60.00. Send checks to
Telephone Pioneers of America, ¢/o Dan Peck at the
address below. Prints are mailed flat.
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Camp Bluebird is many things to
many people, but one thing to all peo-
ple: a place where the quality of life is
improved, not only for the campers, but
also for the volunteers. Camp Biuebird
nelps us all live today the best we can
because none of us has a guarantee of
tomorrow.

At every Camp Bluebird, nesting
boxes are built by campers and volun-
teers. Some of these boxes are taken
home by the campers. The rest are be-
ing placed along highways through all
five southern states, from the Gulf in
Alabama to Kentucky to help bring
back this beautiful songbird. This is a
Region 13 Telephone Pioneer project.

At Camp Bluebird campers find
the strength they need to he!p them
live with their disease. They meet
others who are coping with the same
feelings: fear, anger, helplessness, and
loneliness. Through I[nteraction with
others like themselves, they learn to
feel hope, strength and love. The numb-
ness goes away and they open up to

feei the positive things that make life
meaningful. Love, when accepted, can
make a big differance in one’s life. Not
only the love of others, but, most im-

portantly, spiritual love. One camper
said "l found love and support from
people | didn't even know yesterday.
This love has changed my attitude, my
very lite, and | thank God for Camp
Bluebird.”

Like the bluebird, we at Camp
Bluebird are tenacious, supporting,
and loving. We learn to Jive one day at a
time.

To quote from an ancient Sanskrit
poem: “Look to this day, for it is tife,
the very life of life. The joy of growth,
the splendor of action. For yesterday is
but a memory, and tomorrow is only a
vision. But today, well lived, makes
every yesterday a memory of happiness
and every tomorrow a vision of hope.
Look well, therefore, to this day.” =

719A Old Nashville Hwy
Symrna, TN 37167

Bev Ketchum Gets Things Done for Bluebirds

Dear Friends:

{ would fike to tell you about a lady that "gels things done.” Her name is Bev
Ketchum and she works for our Carlton County [MN] Probation Department,

One of her assignments has been to find community work projects that defen-
dants can be assigned when they do not have money to pay fines or when they qual-
ify for work release from our jail under a program called Sentencing for Service, This
program is paid for by the Minnesota Deparfment of Corrections and is supervised
by the Departmenf of Natural Resources (DNR). Bev has been very creative and has
helped the community tremendousiy in locating senior citizens who need their yard
mowed or snow removed to disabled people who need some strong arms. Many
charitable organizations have benefited as well.

She is also a tremendous friend for the bluebirds in our stafe. For many years she
has given juvenile oftenders patterns for the Peferson-type house and required them
to build some on their own, She has worked with DNR so that the houses are prop-
erly located and mounted. This year [1989] she has also been instrumental in start-
ing a formal trail system that will eventually extend throughout Carfton County.
But you will not see her name mentioned nor credit given to her because she is too
eager to give others the glory while she goes about being busy and getting things
done.

lam also enclosing a photo of a lifelike bluebird wood carving she had one of the
talented defendants make. As you can see, it is quite beautiful. She is using it as
one of the prizes in a raffle she is promoting to raise money to help save a retarded
boy and his parents from iosing their home. (Knowing her, the home will not only be
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saved, but it will also have several biuebird houses put up around the yard for the
family to enjoy.)

The bluebirds in our part of the country will continue to make a comeback be-
cause they have a true friend who is a lady that "gets things done.”

A

Dale A. Wolf
Judge of District Court

Edltor's Note: Judge Woif sarves ¢n the state Sentencing 1o Service board and is a veteran
bluebirder. His sixth judicial district inciudes Carlton County.

Carlton County Courthouse
Carlton, MN 55718

2,
-
S
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Bev Ketchum, a lady that “gets things Male Eastern Bluebird wood carving

done” in the Carlton County, Minne- made by a defendant for use in a raffle

sota Probation Department. Bev Ketchum was promoting to help
scmeone.
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Bluebird Trouble Shooters

The following experienced biuebirders are contacts on a state, provincial, or regional level
who have agreed to answer questions, provide advice, and generally serve 1n a resource
capacity. Although some may be banders Or even rehabilitalors, their listing herg 1s mainly
advisory. Do NOT expect them o make trips o your traif unless they volunteer to do so Under
those circumstances, an offer to defray travel expenses shouid be made.

Alabama
Jehn Findlay lil
2749 Miilbrook Road
8irmingham, AL 35243
(205 967-0955

Calltornia
Donald Yoder
2021 Ptarmigan Drive #1
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
{415) 937-5974

Connecticut
See Massachusetts

idaho
Al Larsen
3015 Silver Street
Baise, 1daho 83703
(208) 344.2919

[linols
Lloyd Wilson
735 Jackson Lane
Godfrey, IL62035
(618) 466-3596

lowa

Rita E. Efta
RR#1, Box 39
Auburn, 1A 51433
{712) 688-2873

Malne
See Massachusetis

Massachusstis
Lillian Files
Scribner Hill
Tyngsboro, MA 01879
{508) 692-2520

Michlgan
Tom Hodgson
Dahlem Env. Ed. Center
Jackson Comm. College
7117 S. Jackson Rd.
Jackson, Ml 49201
(517) 782-3453
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Minnesota
Dorene Scriven
2044 Cedar Lake Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55418
(715) 234-9474

Eteanor & Vic Mars
Rt 1, Box 217
Pitlager, MN 56473
(218) 746-3148
{call atier 5:00 PM)

Montane

Arl Aylesworth
Box 794

Ronan, MT 59864
(406) §76-0300

Deni Hershberger
439 River Rd. West
Plains, MT 59858
(408) 826-3037

New Hampshire

See Massachusetis

Nevada

Donna Hagerman
5010 ElDorado Drive
Reno, NV 83509
(702) 747-1898

Mew York

Sadie Dorber
Underwood Road RR#4
Vestal NY 13850

(807) 7540444

Oklahoma

Charlotte Jernigan
Rt. 2, Box 404-A
Wagoner, QK 74467
(918) 485-5974

Oragon

Earl Gillis

14125 N.E. Cullen Rd.
Newberg, OR 97132
{b03) 538-3844

Elsie Eltzroth

6980 NW Cardinal Dr
Corvalhs, OR 97330
(503) 745-7806

Rhode Island
See Massachusetls

Texeas
Keith Kridier
505S.Sunny Lane
Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455
{214) 572-7529

Vermont
Steve Parren
Vermont Fish & Wildlife
324 N. Main St.
Barre, VT 05641
(802) 479-3241

See alsc Massachusetls

Virginia
Ron Kingston
3690 Country Lane
Charlottesville, VA 22901
(804) 283-5173

Albarta, CN
Myrna Pearman
Ellis Bird Farm
Box 2380
Lacombe, Alberta, CN
TOC 180
{403) 346-2211
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Bluebird Trail Directory

Many bluebird trail operators with 50 or more nesting boxes monitored regularly for a min-
imum of three years have volunteered their help in assisting other members by arranging tours
or providing information. Trail tours can be arranged for individuals and small groups by writ-
ing to or telephoning the monitor in advance. Nesting seasons vary, but generally May through
August is the best time to visit trails. Please choose calling times considerately. No collect
calls accepted.

This information is a combination of listings previcusly published in Sialfia (5:69-71; 143-144;
7:68; 9:78) and additions that have been received since the spring 1987 issue. We do not fore-
see reprinting this material in the journal again. Additions, deletions, or changes will be main-
tained in a file at NABS headquarters. If you need information, wish to change your current
listing, or want to be added to the list, please write to Bluebird Trall Directory, North American
Bluebird Society, Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295.

Entries are listed alphabetically by state and province, then alphabetically by trail oper-
ator's last name.

- telephone or write to arrange tours
W - weekdays (Monday-Friday)
88 - Saturday, Sunday
- days (8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)
- gvenings (6:30-9:00 p.m.}
SP - workshops can be arranged
- trail operator is willing to allow cavity nester research
- individual has banding permit and is willing to band nestlings: distance bander willing to travel
varies; offer expensas; accurate nestling age essential when making arrangements.

mImEmo

TRAIL LOCATION TRAIL OPERATOR ADDRESS INFO AND
PHONE TOURS
ALABAMA
Birmingham, AL Findlay, John 111 2128 Greentree Drive W:D-E;SS:D-E
205-987-0909 Birmingham, AL 35216 Tours*
Coffee County Hartley, Gerald & Iris Rt. 1, Box 72A W:E;SSE
205-347-3704 New Brockton, AL 36351 Tours®
ARKANSAS )
Benton County Nelson, Chuck 29 Britten Circle W:D-E;SS:D-E
501-855-1734 Bella Vista, AR 72714 Tours*;WSP
Welland, Mrs. K. 8 Ettington Drive
501-855-1178 Bella Vista, AR 72714
COLORADO
Larimer County Zwenger, Joe 1412 Beech Ct. W:D-E;88:D-E
303-482-7726 Fi. Collins, CO 80521 Tours*
CONNECTICUT
Litchfield County Comstock, Fred 168 Main St., North W:D-E;SS:D-E
203-266-7337 Bethlehem, CT 06751 Tours™;B
Litchfield County Art Gingert River Rd., P.O. Box 185 W:D-E;S8:D-E
203-672-0077 W. Cornwall, CT 06798 Tours*®
IDAHO
Boise, Owyhee, Larson, Alfred G. 3015 Silver 5t W:D-E;SS:D-E
Elmore Counties 208-344-2919 Boise, ID 83703 Tours*
Owyhee County Perry, Alfred & Mary 139 Willoway Drive W:D-E:S5.0-E
208-344-2784 Boise, ID 83705 Tours*
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ILLINOIS
Madison County

Lee County

McHenry County
Knox, Warren
Counties

Knox

Crawford County

INDIANA
Dubois County

IOWA
Loulsa County

Sac County

Polk County

Cass County

MARYLAND
Cecil County

Prince George’s

County

Washington County

MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex County

Essex County

South Berkshire
County, MA

32

Hayden, Tom A.
618-345-0954

Keegon, Jack
815-288-6871

Moreland, Gillian
312-639-4092

Olinger, Mrs. Stanley
309-462-2293

Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney
309-875-3167

Walden, Furl E.
618-544-7308

Hunefeld, Jerry
812-536-2136

Cross, Ronald M.
319-523-3282

Efta, Rita E.
712-686-2873

Mosman, Dsean
515-967-2951

Rourick, Donna
712-243-4687

Newman, Jerry &
Madeline
301-658-5187

Patuxent River Pk, &
Markle Wildlife Sanc.
301-627-8074 (Div. of
interpre. & Conserv.)

Raabe, Mark & Jsan
703-683-4051

Files, Lillian
508-692-2520
Johnson, Pater M.

617-468-4304

Willlamson, Stuart C.
413-229-8134

106 Linda
Collinsville, IL 62234

Box 463
Dixon, IL61021

812 Three Qaks Road
Cary, IL60013

RRB6, Box 53
Galeshurg, IL 6141

RR1
Gilson, IL 81436

Star Routs
Robinson, IL 62454

RR 1, Box B26
Huntingburg, IN 47542

303 S. Second St.
Wapsello, |A 52653

Auburn, 1A 51433

RR 1, Box 112A
Elkhart, [A 50073

1700 Bryn Mawr
Atlantic, 1A 50022

120 Cooper Strast
P.O.Box 53
Rising Sun, MD 21911

MD Nat'l Capital Pk.

& Planning Comm.
5700 Water St.
Upper Marlbore, MD
20772

3300 Circle Hill Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22305

Scribner Hill
Tyngshoro, MA 01879

36 Topsfield Rd.
Nickerson Estate
Wanham, MA 01984

Box 55
Southtiald, MA 01259

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*

W:.D-E;S8:D-E
Tours*

WE;SSE
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;S5:0-E
Tours*

Tours™®

SS:D-E;W-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:0-E
Tours*

Tours by Ap-
sointment;
WSP;R

W:E;SS:0-E
Tours*

Tours Sun.
12-3 p.m. or
by apptment.

W:D-E;S8:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*
W:D-E;SS:0-E
Tours*

SSE
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MICHIGAN
Tuscola County

Muskegon County

MINNESOTA
Chisago County

Grant County

Mille Lacs County

MISSOURI
Laclede County

Macon County

Dent County

MONTANA
Lane, Sanders,
Minaral Counties

Sanders

NEVADA
Washoa County

NEW JERSEY
Cumbarland Gounly

NEW YORK

Onondaga & Cort-
land Counties

Dutchess County

Oneida County

Broome County

Cswego County
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Clark, Harry
517-673-3013

La Pres, Bob & Carol
616-755-3612

Hjort, Richard & Marilys
612-257-2553

Johnson, Mrs. Mer! S.
218-685-4800

Nyquist, Jeramy G.

Broyles, Reuvel &
Dasoles
417-869-1500

Romine, Marc W.
816-385-3540

Sample, Jamas E.
314.394-5839

Aylesworth, Art
406-676-0300

Harlan, A.D.
4086-827-3212

Hagerman, Donna
702-747-1898

Gandy, Jay
809-451-5586

Berner, Kevin L.
518-234-5252 (Q)
518-234-4827 (H)

Curtis, Karl
315-482-3766

Germond, Mrs. Homer
814-868-7484

Hanes, Miss Francas
315-735-3527

Kienka, Rudolph &
Ingeberge
807-693-1878

Rogars, John H.
315-668-2207

BO9 W. Sherman
Caro, M| 48723

2121 Norman Road
Muskegon, M| 49441

9571 - 270th St., N.
Chisago City, MN
55013

RR2
Elbow Laka, MN 56531

RR 2, Box 111
Onamia, MN 56359

647 S. Fort Street
Springfield, MO 65806

Rt 1
Macon, MO 63552

1013 Carole Lane
Ellisvilla, MO 63011

Box 794
Ronan, MT 59864

P.O. Box 1454
Trout Creek, MT 59874

5010 El Dorado Dr.
Reno, NV 88509

Bx 109, RD 2 River Rd.
Bridgeton, NJ 08302

State Univ. of Naew York

College of Agricultura &
Tachnology
Coblesklll, NY 12043

6420 Coye Road
Jamesville, NY 13078

Shunpike #2564
Clinton Corners, NY
12514

138 Melrose Avanuse
Utica, NY 13502

R.D. 1, Box 109
Port Crana, NY 138323

9641 Bauer Rg.
Brewerton, NY 13029

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours®

W:D-E;SS:D-E

Tours™

W:E;SS:D-E
Tours™*

Tours*
S8:D-E
Tours™:R
W:D-E;SS:D-E
No Tours
W:E;SS:D-E
Tours™

W E(not Fri.)
Tours*®

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours™
W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*;R

5S.D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
NoTours

B

55:D
Tours*;R

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*®

W.E;SS:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*
W.E;55:D-E
Tours™
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NORTH CAROLINA
Forsyth County

Transylvania
County, NG

Southern Pinas

Harnet, Lee, Yadkin
Irdeli Counties

Guilford County
Browns Summit
(Bryan Park)

OHIO
Richland County

Noble County

Mercer & Van

Wert Counties

Huron County

OREGCN
Benton County

Lang County

PENNSYLVANIA
Perry County

Chester County

Dauphin County

Cumbsrtand County

Union County
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Abbey. Chas. (Bill) &
Dr. Patrick Ober
919.766-0591

Boozar, Jim C.
704-884-9169

Cranmer, Carl
219-682-7920
Haynes, Willlam D,
9189-497-5013

Phillips, Linda
919-274-8208

Caldwell, F. Reid
419-892-2784

LeVasseur, Doug
614-685-5220

Rager, Robert E.

Rutger, Mona

Sheldon, DeanE., Jr.
419-752-1451

Eltzroth, Elsie K.
503-745.7806
Prigge, Allen A,
503-343-9504

Boyer, Steven (Skip)
717-957-2520

Del Porte, Karl H.
215-667-7007

Early, Robert C.
717-566-0090

Hoffman, Warren Q.
717-737-8201

Schaefer, Mrs, Christine
717-433-3554

cfo Tanglewood Park
Box 1040
Clemmons, NC 27012

Box 627
Brevard, NC 28712

145 S. May Strest
Southern Pings, NC
28387

1411 Elm Street
Spring Lake, NC 28330

208 Macy St
Greensboro, NC 27408

Malabar Farm State Park
RO#1, Bromfisld Road
Lucas, OH 44834

20680 Township Rd.,
#120
Senecaville, OH 43780

RR &, Box 305A
Rockford, OH 45882

4504 Barshar Rd.
Castalla, OH 44824

RR 1, Box 77
Greenwich, OH 44837

6980 NW Cardinal Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97330

2B3 E. 38th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97405

408 Front Strest
Marysville, PA 17053

Marsh Creek State Pk,
P.O. Box 446
Southeastern, PA 29589

RR 3, Box 196
Hummelstown, PA 17036

45 N. 10th Street
Lemoyne, PA 17043

P.0. Box 135
Muncy, PA 17756

58:D-Eor
apptment
Tours”

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*®

W:E;SS.D-E
Tours™

W:D-E;55:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E;SS:0-E
Tours*

WD
Tours*®

SS:0-E
Tours*;R;B

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*®

B

W:D-E;SS:0-E
Tours*

W:D-E;55:D-E
Tours*;R;B

W.E;SS:E
Tours*

W:D-E;S8:D-E
Tours®

Wed. p.m. &
Sun.a.m.in
breeding
season
Tours™

SS:D-E
Tours*

W:E;SS.D-E
Tours™

W:D-E;58:D-E
Tours*®
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Lancaster County

TEXAS
Titus & Camp
Counties

Marion, Upshur &
Harrison Counties

VIRGINIA
Prince William
County

Westmoreland
County

WASHINGTON
Klickatat County
Whitman County

WISCONSIN

Monroe County

ALBERTA
Calgary

Calgary

Lethbridge,

Alberta
ONTARIO

Lanark County

Lanark County

SASKATCHEWAN
Saskatoon
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Schutsky, Robert M.
717-548-2121 (0)

Kridler, Keith
214-572-7529

Krueger, Harry
214-968-8538
Holladay, Col. Van D.
Mary Evalyn & Doug
Laubinger, Frank
804-224-9151
Brinkerhoff, Jess

£09-843-3811

Scali, Rusty
509-332-8376

Attn: Mello, Kim (LMB)
608-388-2252

CANADA

Sliles, Donald J.
403-271-4689

Stillings, Blake
403-282.3354

Mackintosh, Buncan
403.327-5466

Braley, Robert C.
613-267-3028

Braley, Robert O.
705-743-6733

Houston, Mary I.

Muddy Run Ecol, Lab
RMC Environm. Services
1921 River Road
P.C.Box 10

Drumore, PA 17518

RR 3, Box 291

Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455
RR 1, Box 832

Ore City, TX 75683
8004 Stillbrooke Road
Manassas, VA 22111

RR 2, Box 420

Colonial Beach, VA 22443

703 Smith Avenue
Richland, WA 39352

NW210 Anthony #9
Pullman, WA 89163

Commandsr, F1. McCoy
Sparta, W] 54656

20 Lake Wapta Rise S.E.
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2J) 2M9

4928 Brisabois Dr., NW
Calgary, Alberta
T2L 2G5

1719-th Avenue S.
Lethbridge, Afderta
Canada T1J 1W4

96 Drummond Street
Perth, Ontario
Canada K7H 1G8

30 Champlain Crescent
#21

Peterboroughn, Ontario
Canada Kg11T1

863 University Drive

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Canada S7N0J8

Tours:W:8
a.m.-4 p.m.

W:E;SS:D-E
Tours*

W:D-E,5S:D-E
Tours*

W E;SS:D-E
Tours*

Tours*

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*”

W:D-E;SS:D-E
Tours*®

W:D;88:D
Tours*

W:E;SS.D-E

Tours*

Tours”

W:D-E;S8:D-E
Tours™

W:E;SS:E
Tours*

WE;SSE

Tours*

NoPhone
info
Tours*
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of s mmembernship Bluebird  Frpress
should hecome a torum Jor all whao are
interested i commumicating thew deas
and actions concermng bluebrd conser-
vatron W will anermpt to publish a wide
range of views 1n a responsible manner
Keep vour ietlers corming!

Dear Editor:

1 think this is an exciting and very
useful idea. [Included is an article
about using abandoned railroad rights-
of-way for a variety of uses.] As a long
time bird watcher | see excellent
opportunity. As a lover of bluebirds |
see these as possible places for trails.
My own trail is located on a golf
course,

There may be readers of Sialia who
would work in their own states to help
save some of these areas. The Rails-to-
Trails Conservancy is located at 1701 K
St NW., Washington, D.C. 20006.

Betty H. Mcllwain
109 Morningside Dr,
Brevard, NC 28712

Dear Editor;

| was very interested in Mr. G.
O'Neil's letter in the Summer 1989
issue of Sfalia regarding the eight blue-
bird eggs in his nesting box and the
fact that seven young hatched. | would
like to tell you of a similar nesting we
had on ourlines.

On 3 June 1989 there were eight
Mountain Bluebird eggs in our 4 x 4 in.
nest box. All eight eggs hatched, the
young birds were banded, and all left
the nest safely as they were seen with
the male on several occasions.
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On 29 June this same nesting box
contained another seven eggs, a
second hatch (the female was banded
SO we are sure}. Six of these eggs were
a normal size, one was much smaller;
however, all eggs hatched and the
small bird lived a week. The other six
were healthy birds and these, too, were
banded before they left the nest.

I'm wondering if this could be a
record, or have other readers had the
same experience?

| would like to know,

Jim Spear

Box 914

Russell, Manitoba
Canada RoJ 1WQO

Dear Editor;

| thought you might be interested to
know that bluebirds are alive and thriv-
ing in Fayette County. Despite com-
petition from House Sparrows our
bluebird house had fledged 15 blue-
birds by the end of the summer.

| really thought that that was the last
| would see of the bluebirds tiil the fol-
iowing spring, but on Sepl. 24th about
9:30 a.m. a flock of about 25 settled in
the yard and began checking ali of the
boxes. They stayed for an hour or so
and were gone just as quickly as they
arrived. Next day the same number,

None sighted again till Oct. 2nd at
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the same time of day. This time only 12;
on the 5th there were 8. On the 22nd of
that month a large flock arrived. | stop-
ped counting at 50 but | think there
were about 75. | also counted 50 Cedar
Waxwings who seemed to be traveling
together with the bluebirds. They
seemed to be everywhere:on the
ground, on the wires, in the trees, and
on the boxes. | have never seen any-
thing like it.

On the 24th of October there were so
many bluebirds | couldn’t count them
and, again, the waxwings were with
them. Oct. 25th, at least 200 waxwings
but no bluebirds. Nothing again till
Nov. 20th, then eonly 15 waxwings, no
bluebirds. Finally, on Dec. 22nd, a very
cold day, there at the bluebird hcuse
were two bluebirds, both males. | put
some raisins out just in case they
came back, but there was no sign of
them after that.

All of this was because of your blue-
bird house project that | got involved
in. | thank you and | know the blue-
birds thank you.

Mary A. Logan
R.D. 4, Box 60
Gibbon Glade, PA 15440

Dear Editor:

| just wanted you to know that the
Sialia quarterly is responsibie for there
being four additional bluebirds in the
world and, | hope, many more to come.

| have had bluebirds nest success-
fully in my box for several years and
then we were discovered by Tree Swal-
lows. Every April they would arrive, 14
or so of them, and would drive out the
nesting bluebirds who usually had
arrived in March. | tried putting up addi-
tional houses, moving a second box 30
feet from the original one, cursing, etc.
Nothing made it possible for the blue-
birds to raise a brood successfully.

Then | read Hubert Prescott’s article
“Using Paired Nesting Boxes to Re-
duce Swallow-Bluebird Competition”
in the 1988 Tenth Anniversary Sialia,
and President Sadie Dorber’s state-
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ment in *“Presidential Points” in the
Spring 1988 issue that she'd found a
five foot distance between paired
boxes best, and in the Spring 1987
issue 1986 Nesting Box Report’ that
Nancy and Ladd Masek had used a
buzzer to drive sparrows from their
bluebird house. So, in Aprii, a friendly
imaginative electrician rigged up a
buzzer for me to drive last spring’s resi-
dent Tree Swallows out. | moved the
paired houses five feet apart and IT
WORKED. The Tree Swallows moved to
the adjacent house, the bluebirds re-
turned to their original home with only
minimum initial harassment, and both
families settled down to their respec-
tive housekeeping chores.

| think the crucial difference was
that since the Tree Swallows had al-
ready setiled which pair owned that
territory the returning bluebirds had to
deal with fewer assailants than when
the Tree Swallows first return and the
sky is filled with attacking Tree Swal-
lows who are both driving the bluebirds
out AND settling the issue of territor-
iality among themselves.

Thank you for your help in solving
my annual spring bluebird crisis. I'm
planning tc put up ancther pair of
houses 500 feet from the first pair and
see what happens.

Anne Fines
R.D. 3, Box 87
Putney, VT 05346

Dear Anne Fines:

We’'re happy to learn that you were
able to solve some of your cavity
nester problems with the help of NABS
information. You should be aware,
however, that, uniike the House Spar-
row, the Tree Swallow is a protected
species. It is illegal to interfere with,
collect, or remove their nests. We hope
the close spacing of the nesting boxes
will be a satisfactory solution to your
problem. ]

In response to requests from members,
NABS is instituting a life membership
category for $500. Effective 1 January
1990.
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

In beginning the final decade of the
century, the lengihening winter days give
us the hope of spring and, with it, blue-
birds!

Shirley McCracken, of Comstock Park,
MI, has 25 nest boxes around Alpine Town-
ship. Upon returning home from her job,
she sees the bluebirds playing in the bird-
bath, chatlering loudly. ‘“There is some-
thing aboul those bluebirds | love,’”’ she
says, "'l love their singing and they are as
blue as the sky.” Shirley and her husband
Robert have been in the forefront of blue-
bird conservation aclivity. Bob Hess, non-
game wildlife coordinator for the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, said the
area is benefiting because of bluebird con-
servation activity. As guoted in the Grand
Rapids Press, he said, “Bluebirds are one
of the neatest ways of getling people in-
volved in protecting wildlife.”

In Westmoreland County, PA, Emll
Klanchar and Al Goga continued their mar-
athon of bluebird talks giving their presen-
tation for the Westmoreland County Junior
Conservation Scheol. As  reported by
Vanessa Schantz, director, “The 13-15 year
old students enjoyed the program and
found it very informative. At the end of the
program, Emii and Al raffled off five blue-
bird boxes. The students were thrilled and |
thought it was a nice touch.”

John Monroe of the Soil Conservation
Service in Purvis, MS, called NABS to say
that he'd given his bluebird program 2§
times in one week to 850 sixth graders—
surely a record! Fred Doepkens reported
that as chairman of the Agriscience Depart-
ment at Hereford Middie School, Monkton,
MD, he presents a unit on the importance of
agricu'ture to 450 seventh and eighth grade
students each year. This unit includes
building a bluebird house by students who
then take the nesting box home and erect it
on their property. There is also a bluebird
trail on the school property maintained by
the Hereford Middle School Chapter of
Future Farmers of America.

Wwhen Mary Egleston of Royal, AR, had
a blusbird exhibit at the Garland County
[AR] Extension Arts and Crafts Show, she
told us ihat “the stories we heard could fill
a book, somg happy, some sad, all very
touching.”

Merlin Lehman of Middlebury, IN,
noted that for the last three winters “blue-
birds have been teeding on my Drol! Yankee
tube feeders filled with sunflower chips.”
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He also mentioned that for the past three
years he has attended the Jackson, MI,
Bluebird Festival. He asks, “Could this pos-
sibly be a site for the Society's annual
meeting sometime?"

From Chappelil Hill, TX, Wayne H. Hast-
erly wrote “For the pasl! three years | have
been making bluebird houses according to
your instructions, modified, totaling nearty
500. It is my estimale that we have in-
creased the [local] population three-fold
during that time...We, my wife and |, are
also working with Scout groups to spread
interest. We've also used T.V. and radio
with a good measure of success.”

Nancy D. Rowe of Cockeysville, MD,
was instrumental in tinding a very enthus-
iastic sixth grade science teacher, Joan
Broderick, al Catonsville [MD] Miadle
School, who will receive a ¢ne year sub-
scription 1o Sialia from a donor who wishes
fo remain anonymous. Mrs. Broderick has
already had bluebirds fledge from her nest
boxes—you can't argue with success!

Mary Chevaller of Mount Airy, MD,
went home from the July '89 tour of Larry
Zeleny’s Beltsville Bluebird Trail fired up
with enthusiasm. She erscted a pair of blue-
bird nest boxes at her own place and also
nelped out with the local elementary
school's nature trail.

Camp Fire members have often been
enthusiaslic bluebirders and this was borne
out by Jennifer Miller whose mother,
Donna, told us of Jennifer's efforts in the
Wom-Co-Wei Adventure Group. They were
to do a project consisting of five steps:
find out, choose, plan, do, and share. Jenn-
ifer’s project was “‘Treasures in Trash'—
aluminum recycling. She circulated flyers in
the neighborhood, collected aluminum
cans, took the 39 pounds to a recycling
center, and received $17.16. Camp Fire
members are supporters ot bluebird con-
servation so ‘Jennifer has chosen your
organization to receive the $17.16. We hope
you will put the check to good use.” The
bluebirds thank you, Jennifer!

From the Ellis Bird Farm {EBS} in La-
combe, Alberta, NABS Board Member
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Myrna Pearman sent the EBF newsletter
which had a picture on its front page with
the story, “Grade Six Class Supports Ellis
Bird Farm Programs.” Ms. Collean Elston's
grade six class from OQlds Elementary
School raised funds for environmental pro-
jects, toured the EBF, and made a dona-
tion to the nest box program.

Lu Kirkland, of Lexington, KY, ordered
three extra copies of Larry Zeleny's The
Biuebird, because '| can’t seem to keep
one, even in the library.” Again from Ken-
tucky, A.L. Powell spoke of giving the NABS
slide program at a joint museum-Kentucky
Ornithological Sociely meeting, and later to
a ladies' club.

Milam Cater is definitely in the blue-
bird marathon. From his retirement home
in Culpepper, VA, he has promoted blue-
bird conservation for 15 years.

Positive feedback is still coming in
about the Twelfth Annual Meeting. H.S.
Pollock of Victoria, British Columbia, en-
joyed the meeting so much that he and his
wife are promoting attendance at the next
one among his neighbors. After working
with bluebird conservation for at Ieast 15
years and recently reporting to the Blue-
bird Recovery Pregram in Minneapolis, MN,
Mr. and Mrs. Norton E. Shepard of Black
River, NY, enjoyed seeing a copy of Sialia.
Welcome aboard, Shepards—the bluebirds
need all the (shepheards) they can get!

Long lost high school classmates
LaRue A. Deem of Slanesville, WV, and Mrs.
Ellzabeth Nichols of Middletown, MD, dis-
covered their mutual interest in bluebirds at
a class reunion recently.

Michsel Kullk of Centerville, OH,
arrived al his love for bluebirds early in life.
He wrote, " Over the summer for Cub Scouts
at Grant Nature Park we went to look for
oluebirds. Every week we would rotate
weeks looking at the bird houses...The book
was very interasting and | hope she writes
another one atout rescuing bluebirds.”

| hope Joan Rattner Hellman, who
wrote Bluebird Rescue (now unavailable
frorn NABS and out of print), is duly edi-
fied, seeing that her bock is stll out there
inspiring youngslers.

Friend and seasoned bluebirder Perk
Parkins of Conneaut, OH, wishes NABS
would hold a meeting in Cleveland or Buf-
falc. This brought back memories of NABS’
Fourth Annual mesting at the Holden Arbor-
etum near Cleveland, OH. We enjoyed meet-
ing the blusbirders from the Buckeye State
and elsewhere and hearing Perk regale his

listeners with tales of his Lake Erie days.

I'm sure Jane Dollar of Tampa, FL, has
fond memories of the visit she had trom a
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bluebtird when early one Qctober morning,
“] woke to a tapping sound at my window.
When | opened the curtain | saw a tiny little
tird, the mosi beautiful shads of biue | have
ever seen. It had a beautiful shade of red
on its chest. | must have seen a bluebird in
the suburbs of Tampa.”

Recently we were informed by
Lawrence Fllmore of Whitinsville, MA, that
he had completed 100 bluebird boxes and
intended to Involve local Boy Scouts in
placing them.

At last the great question 1s answered
by Mary A. Mullusky of Walton, NY. ""Where
have all the bluebirds gone? Why they've
gone to our ‘country estate,’ six acres in the
foothills of the Catskills."

For those winter days when the Mul-
lusky's are bersft of their bluebirds when
they move back to their Staten Island home,
Ms. Katle Tedder of Donalsonville, GA, hagd
a good idea. ‘'l received the cassetts, ‘Blue-
oird Fly." Let me say it is an excellent gual-
ity tape. When | finished listening to it the
first time, | had a huge lump in my throat
and tears in my eyes. it is just beautiful!”

Just to unconfuse me, Carol Ratzlotf of
Spartanburg, SC. sent a postcard followup
to a fetter. The postcard said, “Yesterday |
wrote you a letter in which | used the word
‘comic’ in regard to bluebirds. Upon reflec-
tion, | now realize that word should have
been ‘mischievous’instead of ‘comic’.”

| will close with Carol's thoughts, and |
wish all of you a bluebird-happy 1990!

“I'Just want to suggest that, in addition
to all their other positive qualities, blue-
birds apparently have a sense of humor.

“My husband installed two new blue-
bird houses on 3" PVC pipe in our garden
this spring, and bluebirds have used both
nouses, to our intense satisfaction. But
where the humor comes in is that we very
seldom sea the birds. Qur house is situated
where | can easily watch it as | wash dishas
or cook, and | would swear no birds ever
come near it. Nevertheless, when my hus-
band opened the hinged side of the nouse a
few weeks ago, he was astonished to see a
nest ¢ontaining enough babies to crowd it
thoroughly! Within a few days they must
have fledged because we never saw any-
thing further of them (or their parents).

“But that was quite some weeks ago.
Yesterday he raported that the other house
(notIn my line of vision) has a nest with four
eggs in it Again, we havs not seen biue-
birds aroung for many weeks.

With such teautiful and comic [mis-
chievous] (althcugh seemingly (nvisible)
feathered friends, who could be discour-
aged? '‘God’s in His heaven; all’s right with
the world'.” B
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NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SQCIETY, INC.
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
NOVEMBER 1, 1988 THROUGH CCTOBER 31, 1989
Cash Balance - November 1, 1988
Add:

Cash Received

Sale of Siallz Magazine $30,060.00
Sale of boxes, books, slationery, elc. 71,5662.80
Contributions 16,643.97
Membership Dues 31,115,530
Sales Tax Collected 423.88
Savings account (Marytand National Bank) 1,000.00
Loan 4,000.00
Bank credits 270.27
Less:

Cash Disbursements

Stalia Magazine 27,933.03
Boxes, books, stalionery, elc. 64,860.63
Educational Material 15,488.04
Membership fulfiiiment 12,780.43
Research 8,861.26
Salaries 6,356.00
Expense accounts 18,500.00
Qffice supplies 546.31
Maryland sales lax remitted 421.89
Paymenton loan 2,000.00
Bank charges 147.20

Cash Balance - Oclober 31, 1989

Assets:

Checking account {Citizens Bank & Trust) 259 47
{10-31-89}

Savings account (Maryland National Bank) 735.08
(9-8-89)

Value ol iInventory 27.,864.26
{10-31-89)

{nvestments - Dean Wilter Reynolds 16,482.99

(9-27-89} 1,813,311 shares @9.09
Net Worth

Respectfully submitted,

el €. eipoion

Delos C. Dupree, Treasurer NABS

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 2,36
Suzanne Pennell: 5, 8, 38
M. Suzanne Probst: 17,18, 20
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3 1,079.04

155,076 22

166,155.26

155,895.79

259 47

5 45341.81
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Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acoplan

Mrs. G.C. Anderson
MartinJ. Bambrick, Jr.
Mrs. Nancy Baron

Dr. James M. Barr
Robert H. Batchelor, D.V.M.
Dorothy A. Battle

Lois Bennett

Anne Bent

Elva Bernat

H.J. Blair

Robert P. Bodine
Bowater Carolina Corp.
Lylia Bryant

George C. Buzby, Jr.
Edith F. Camp

Jane C. Chaplin

Mrs, Dwight Collmus
Adrienne Ryder-Cook
G.R. Cook

Mr. J.P. Cook

John G. Davidson
David & Joyce Didde
Francis M. Dorer
Patricia N. Pubois
Haskell Duncan
George Elkins

Dill B. Ellis

Dick English

Dorothy M. Evans
Larry Gasper, Il

Ms. Vivian Glenn
Michael A. Godfrey
Kathy Goldsberry
Gunston Land Company
Delilah C. Gwaltney
Miss Georgia Hariton
Edmond M. Hayes
Heritage Hills Bluebird Club
Mrs. Robert Holland
Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
wilbur C. Huth
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Henry Jacobs

Pauline R. Kasserman
Kathy Keating
Kingsley Kelly

Joyce Leingang

Ron Ligon

Aletha J. Lindstrom
Mrs. F. Leslie Long
Mrs. Lois M. Lyon
James E. Marquardl
Richard McGovern
Mrs. Betty H. Mcllwain
Leland M. Moss

Mr. & Mrs. John Mulliner
Elaine M. Ohannessian
David B. Oliver, Il
George P. O’Neil

Dan F. Penney

Mrs. M.A. Reber

Mrs. Kay Rochotte
Julius Rosenwald, 11|
Clovis L. Ryan

Robert A. Schoentag, M.D.
Maria A. Shipp

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Glenn H. Sikes

Russell C. Slutz
Charles F. Stewart, Jr.
T.J. Stokes

Anne Sturm

Martha R. Sullivan

Paul R. Theobald

Chris Thoma

Mrs. Garnett T. Tunstall, Sr.
Nancy L. Waeiss, M.D.
David Welch

Key Wiley

Mrs. James L. Williams
Robert D. Williams, M.D.

Fledgling Blueblrd

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Monica Ahrens

Denald F. Anderson
Argyle Country Club, Inc.
Arrow Wiring Contractors
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecolegy, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over

60) $10.00; Regular $15; Sustaining $30; Supporting

$50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100; Donor $250;

Life $500. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico

and $3 per year for other countries (Surface mail).

:.jJ.S.tftt)Jlnds only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax de-
uctible.




